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17. Victory of Hiranyaksa Over All the Directions of the Universe 


SB 3.17.1 

TEXTl 

^ 3 ^ 

Rlfecll-ll II ? II 

maitreya uvdca 
nisamydtma-bhuvd gltarh 
kdranarh sankayojjhitdh 
tatah sarve nyavartanta 
tridivdya divaukasah 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah —the sage Maitreya; uvdca —said; nisamya —upon hearing; dtma-bhuvd —by 
Brahma; gltam —explanation; kdranam —the cause; sankayd —from fear; ujjhitdh —freed; 
tatah —then; sarve—all; nyavartanta —returned; tri-divdya —to the heavenly planets; 
diva-okasah —the demigods (who inhabit the higher planets). 

TRANSLATION 

Sri Maitreya said: The demigods, the inhabitants of the higher planets, were freed from 
all fear upon hearing the cause of the darkness explained by Brahma, who was born from 
Visnu. Thus they all returned to their respective planets. 

PURPORT 

The demigods, who are denizens of higher planets, are also very much afraid of incidents 
such as the universe's becoming dark, and so they consulted Brahma. This indicates that 
the quality of fear exists for every living entity in the material world. The four principal 
activities of material existence are eating, sleeping, fearing and mating. The fear 
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element exists also in the demigods. On every planet, even in the higher planetary 
systems, including the moon and the sun, as well as on this earth, the same principles of 
animal life exist. Otherwise, why are the demigods also afraid of the darkness? The 
difference between the demigods and ordinary human beings is that the demigods 
approach authority, whereas the inhabitants of this earth defy authority. If people would 
only approach the authority, then every adverse condition in this universe could be 
rectified. Arjuna was also disturbed on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra, but he approached 
the authority, Krsna, and his problem was solved. The conclusive instruction of this 
incident is that we may be disturbed by some material condition, but if we approach the 
authority who can actually explain the matter, then our problem is solved. The demigods 
approached Brahma for the meaning of the disturbance, and after hearing from him 
they were satisfied and returned home peacefully. 


TEXT 2 


SB 3.17.2 


<1^ ^ ^ II ? II 


ditis tu bhartur adesad 
apatya-parisankinl 
purne varsa-sate sadhvi 
putrau prasusuve yamau 


SYNONYMS 

ditih —Diti; tu —but; bhartuh —of her husband; adesat —by the order; apatya —from her 
children; parisankinl —being apprehensive of trouble; purne —full; varsa-sate —after one 
hundred years; sadhvi —the virtuous lady; putrau —two sons; prasusuve —begot; yamau — 
twins. 


TRANSLATION 

The virtuous lady Diti had been very apprehensive of trouble to the gods from the 
children in her womb, and her husband predicted the same. She brought forth twin sons 
after a full one hundred years of pregnancy. 

SB 3.17.3 
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TEXT 3 


I 

^ ci1+W>H<l|M^h II ? II 

utpdtd bahavas tatra 
nipetur jdyamdnayoh 
divi bhuvy antarikse ca 
lokasyoru-bhaydvahdh 

SYNONYMS 

utpdtdh —natural disturbances; bahavah —many; tatra —there; nipetuh —occurred; 
jdyamdnayoh —on their birth; divi —in the heavenly planets; bhuvi —on the earth; 
antarikse —in outer space; ca —and; lokasya —to the world; uru —greatly; bhaya- 
dvahdh —causing fear. 


TRANSLATION 


On the birth of the two demons there were many natural disturbances, all very fearful 
and wonderful, in the heavenly planets, the earthly planets and in between them. 


TEXT 4 


SB 3.17.4 


%ggsill^^d=|: II H II 


sahdcald bhuvas celur 
disah sarvdh prajajvaluh 
solkds cdsanayah petuh 
ketavas cdrti-hetavah 


SYNONYMS 

saha —along with; acaldh —the mountains; bhuvah —of the earth; celuh —shook; disah — 
directions; sarvdh —all; prajajvaluh —blazed like fire; sa —with; ulkdh —meteors; ca — 
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and; asanayah —thunderbolts; petuh —fell; ketavah —comets; ca —and; arti-hetavah —the 
cause of all inauspiciousness. 


TRANSLATION 

There were earthquakes along the mountains on the earth, and it appeared that there was 
fire everywhere. Many inauspicious planets like Saturn appeared, along with comets, 
meteors and thunderbolts. 


PURPORT 


When natural disturbances occur on a planet, one should understand that a demon must 
have taken birth there. In the present age the number of demoniac people is increasing; 
therefore natural disturbances are also increasing. There is no doubt about this, as we 
can understand from the statements of the Bhdgavatam. 


SB 3.17.5 

TEXTS 


^ cn^: I 

II 'i. II 


vavau vdyuh suduhsparsah 
phut-kdrdn Irayan muhuh 
unmulayan naga-patln 
vdtydnlko rajo-dhvajah 


SYNONYMS 

vavau —blew; vdyuh —the winds; su-duhsparsah —unpleasant to touch; phut-kdrdn — 
hissing sounds; Irayan —giving out; muhuh —again and again; unmulayan —uprooting; 
naga-patln —gigantic trees; vdtyd —cyclonic air; anlkah —armies; rajah —dust; dhvajah — 
ensigns. 


TRANSLATION 

There blew winds which were most uninviting to the touch, hissing again and again and 
uprooting gigantic trees. They had storms for their armies and clouds of dust for their 
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ensigns. 


PURPORT 


When there are natural disturbances like blowing cyclones, too much heat or snowfall, 
and uprooting of trees by hurricanes, it is to be understood that the demoniac 
population is increasing and so the natural disturbance is also taking place. There are 
many countries on the globe, even at the present moment, where all these disturbances 
are current. This is true all over the world. There is insufficient sunshine, and there are 
always clouds in the sky, snowfall and severe cold. These assure that such places are 
inhabited by demoniac people who are accustomed to all kinds of forbidden, sinful 
activity. 


TEXT 6 


SB 3.17.6 


^ FT wt II 5 II 


uddhasat-tadid-ambhoda- 
ghatayd nasta-bhdgane 
vyomni pravista-tamasd 
na sma vyddrsyate padam 

SYNONYMS 

uddhasat —laughing loudly; tadit —lightning; ambhoda —of clouds; ghatayd —by masses; 
nasta—lost; bhd-gane —the luminaries; vyomni —in the sky; pravista —enveloped; 
tamasd —by darkness; na —not; sma vyddrsyate —could be seen; padam —any place. 

TRANSLATION 

The luminaries in the heavens were screened by masses of clouds, in which lightning 
sometimes flashed as though laughing. Darkness reigned everywhere, and nothing could 
be seen. 


SB 3.17.7 

TEXT? 


5 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 








I 

gfeqRia “IN’M^nsii; ii a ii 


cukrosa vimand vardhir 
udurmih ksubhitodarah 
sodapanas ca saritas 
cuksubhuh suska-pankajdh 

SYNONYMS 

cukrosa —wailed aloud; vimandh —stricken with sorrow; vdrdhih —the ocean; udurmih — 
high waves; ksubhita —agitated; udarah —the creatures inside; sa-udapdndh —with the 
drinking water of the lakes and the wells; ca—and; saritah —the rivers; cuksubhuh — 
were agitated; suska —withered; pankajdh —lotus flowers. 

TRANSLATION 

The ocean with its high waves wailed aloud as if stricken with sorrow, and there was a 
commotion among the creatures inhabiting the ocean. The rivers and lakes were also 
agitated, and lotuses withered. 

SB 3.17.8 

TEXTS 

II II 

muhuh paridhayo 'bhuvan 
sardhvoh sasi-suryayoh 
nirghdtd ratha-nirhrddd 
vivarebhyah prajajnire 

SYNONYMS 

muhuh —again and again; paridhayah —misty halos; abhuvan —appeared; sa-rdhvoh — 
during eclipses; sasi —of the moon; suryayoh —of the sun; nirghdtdh —claps of thunder; 
ratha-nirhrdddh —sounds like those of rattling chariots; vivarebhyah —from the 
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mountain caves; prajajnire —were produced. 


TRANSLATION 

Misty halos appeared around the sun and the moon during solar and lunar eclipses again 
and again. Claps of thunder were heard even without clouds, and sounds like those of 
rattling chariots emerged from the mountain caves. 

SB 3.17.9 

TEXT 9 

II ^ II 

antar-grdmesu mukhato 
vamantyo vahnim ulbanam 
srgdloluka-tarikdraih 
pranedur asivarh sivdh 


SYNONYMS 

antah —in the interior; grdmesu —in the villages; mukhatah —from their mouths; 
vamantyah —vomiting; vahnim —fire; ulbanam —fearful; srgdla —jackals; uluka —owls; 
tankdraih —with their cries; praneduh —created their respective vibrations; asivam — 
portentously; sivdh —the she-jackals. 


TRANSLATION 


In the interior of the villages she-jackals yelled portentously, vomiting strong fire from 
their mouths, and jackals and owls also joined them with their cries. 


TEXT 10 


SB 3.17.10 


c|r^ ilWra^lWdWd; II II 


sangitavad rodanavad 
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unnamayya sirodharam 
vyamuncan vividha vdco 
grdma-sirhhds tatas tatah 

SYNONYMS 

sanglta-vat —like singing; rodana-vat —like wailing; unnamayya —raising; sirodhardm — 
the neck; vyamuncan —uttered; vividhdh —various; vdcah —cries; grdma-simhdh —the 
dogs; tatah tatah —here and there. 


TRANSLATION 

Raising their necks, dogs cried here and there, now in the manner of singing and now of 
wailing. 

SB3.17.il 

TEXT 11 

II ?? II 

khards ca karkasaih ksattah 
khurair ghnanto dhard-talam 
khdrkdra-rabhasd mattdh 
paryadhdvan varuthasah 

SYNONYMS 

khardh —asses; ca—and; karkasaih —hard; ksattah —O Vidura; khuraih —with their 
hooves; ghnantah —striking; dhard-talam —the surface of the earth; khdh-kdra —braying; 
rabhasdh —wildly engaged in; mattdh —mad; paryadhdvan —ran hither and thither; 
varuthasah —in herds. 


TRANSLATION 

O Vidura, the asses ran hither and thither in herds, striking the earth with their hard 
hooves and wildly braying. 
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PURPORT 


Asses also feel very respectable as a race, and when they run in flocks hither and thither 
in so-called jollity, it is understood to be a bad sign for human society. 


TEXT 12 


SB 3.17.12 


^ II II 


rudanto rdsabha-trastd 
niddd udapatan khagdh 
ghose 'ranye ca pasavah 
sakrn-mutram akurvata 


SYNONYMS 

rudantah —shrieking; rdsabha —by the asses; trastdh —frightened; niddt —from the nest; 
udapatan —flew up; khagdh —birds; ghose —in the cowshed; aranye —in the woods; ca — 
and; pasavah —the cattle; sakrt —dung; mutram —urine; akurvata —passed. 


TRANSLATION 

Frightened by the braying of the asses, birds flew shrieking from their nests, while cattle 
in the cowsheds as well as in the woods passed dung and urine. 

SB 3.17.13 

TEXT 13 

II II 

gavo 'trasann asrg-dohds 
toyaddh puya-varsinah 
vyarudan deva-lingdni 
drumdh petur vindnilam 
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SYNONYMS 


gdvah —the cows; atrasan —were frightened; asrk —blood; dohah —yielding; toyaddh — 
clouds; piiya —pus; varsinah —raining; vyarudan —shed tears; deva-lingdni —the images 
of the gods; drumdh —trees; petuh —fell down; vind —without; anilam —a blast of wind. 

TRANSLATION 

Cows, terrified, yielded blood in place of milk, clouds rained pus, the images of the gods 
in the temples shed tears, and trees fell down without a blast of wind. 

SB 3.17.14 

TEXT 14 

II II 

grahdn punyatamdn anye 
bhagandrhs cdpi dipitdh 
aticerur vakra-gatyd 
yuyudhus ca parasparam 

SYNONYMS 

grahdn —planets; punya-tamdn —most auspicious; anye —others (the ominous planets); 
bha-gandn —luminaries; ca—and; api —also; dipitdh —illuminating; aticeruh — 
overlapped; vakra-gatyd —taking retrograde courses; yuyudhuh —came into conflict; 
ca—and; parah-param —with one another. 

TRANSLATION 

Ominous planets such as Mars and Saturn shone brighter and surpassed the auspicious 
ones such as Mercury, Jupiter and Venus as well as a number of lunar mansions. Taking 
seemingly retrograde courses, the planets came in conflict with one another. 

PURPORT 

The entire universe is moving under the three modes of material nature. Those living 
entities who are in goodness are called the pious species—pious lands, pious trees, etc. It 
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is similar with the planets also; many planets are considered pious, and others are 
considered impious. Saturn and Mars are considered impious. When the pious planets 
shine very brightly, it is an auspicious sign, but when the inauspicious planets shine very 
brightly, this is not a very good sign. 

SB 3.17.15 

TEXT 15 

Jrai; | 

’te ^ II n II 

drstvanyarhs ca mahotpdtdn 
atat-tattva-vidah prajdh 
brahma-putrdn rte bhltd 
menire visva-samplavam 

SYNONYMS 

drstvd —having seen; anydn —others; ca —and; mahd —great; utpdtdn —evil omens; a- 
tat-tattva-vidah —not knowing the secret (of the portents); prajdh —people; brahma- 
putrdn —the sons of Brahma (the four Kumaras); rte —except; bhltdh —being fearful; 
menire —thought; visva-samplavam —the dissolution of the universe. 

TRANSLATION 

Marking these and many other omens of evil times, everyone but the four sage—sons of 
Brahma, who were aware of the fall of Jaya and Vijaya and of their birth as Diti's sons, 
was seized with fear. They did not know the secrets of these portents and thought that 
the dissolution of the universe was at hand. 

PURPORT 

According to Bhagavad-gitd, Seventh Chapter, the laws of nature are so stringent that it 
is impossible for the living entity to surpass their enforcement. It is also explained that 
only those who are fully surrendered to Krsna in Krsna consciousness can be saved. We 
can learn from the description of the Srlmad-Bhdgavatam that it is because of the birth 
of two great demons that there were so many natural disturbances. It is to be indirectly 
understood, as previously described, that when there are constant disturbances on the 
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earth, that is an omen that some demoniac people have been born or that the demoniac 
population has increased. In former days there were only two demons—those born of 
Diti—yet there were so many disturbances. At the present day, especially in this age of 
Kali, these disturbances are always visible, which indicates that the demoniac 
population has certainly increased. 

To check the increase of demoniac population, the Vedic civilization enacted so many 
rules and regulations of social life, the most important of which is the garbhadhana 
process for begetting good children. In Bhagavad-gita Arjuna informed Krsna that if 
there is unwanted population (varna-sankara), the entire world will appear to be hell. 
People are very anxious for peace in the world, but there are so many unwanted children 
born without the benefit of the garbhadhana ceremony, just like the demons born from 
Diti. Diti was so lusty that she forced her husband to copulate at a time which was 
inauspicious, and therefore the demons were born to create disturbances. In having sex 
life to beget children, one should observe the process for begetting nice children; if each 
and every householder in every family observes the Vedic system, then there are nice 
children, not demons, and automatically there is peace in the world. If we do not follow 
regulations in life for social tranquillity, we cannot expect peace. Rather, we will have to 
undergo the stringent reactions of natural laws. 

SB 3.17.16 

TEXT 16 

^ II ?§ II 

tdv adi-daityau sahasd 
vyajyamdndtma-paurusau 
vavrdhdte 'sma-sdrena 
kdyenddri-patl iva 

SYNONYMS 

tau —those two; ddi-daityau —demons in the beginning of creation; sahasd —quickly; 
vyajyamdna —being manifest; dtma —own; paurusau —prowess; vavrdhdte —grew; asma- 
sdrena —steellike; kdyena —with bodily frames; adri-pati —two great mountains; iva — 
like. 
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TRANSLATION 


These two demons who appeared in ancient times soon began to exhibit uncommon bodily 
features; they had steellike frames which began to grow just like two great mountains. 

PURPORT 

There are two classes of men in the world; one is called the demon, and the other is 
called the demigod. The demigods concern themselves with the spiritual upliftment of 
human society, whereas the demons are concerned with physical and material 
upliftment. The two demons born of Diti began to make their bodies as strong as iron 
frames, and they were so tall that they seemed to touch outer space. They were 
decorated with valuable ornaments, and they thought that this was success in life. 
Originally it was planned that Jaya and Vijaya, the two doorkeepers of Vaikuntha, were 
to take birth in this material world, where, by the curse of the sages, they were to play 
the part of always being angry with the Supreme Personality of Godhead. As demoniac 
persons, they became so angry that they were not concerned with the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, but simply with physical comforts and physical upliftment. 

SB 3.17.17 

TEXT 17 

cIFig: II II 

divi-sprsau hema-kirlta-kotibhir 
niruddha-kasthau sphurad-angada-bhujau 
gdrh kampayantau caranaih pade pade 
katyd sukdncydrkam atltya tasthatuh 

SYNONYMS 

divi-sprsau —touching the sky; hema —golden; kirlta —of their helmets; kotibhih —with 
the crests; niruddha —blocked; kdsthau —the directions; sphurat —brilliant; angadd — 
bracelets; bhujau —on whose arms; gam—the earth; kampayantau —shaking; caranaih — 
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with their feet; pade pade —at every step; katya —with their waists; su-kancya —with 
beautiful decorated belts; arkam —the sun; atltya —surpassing; tasthatuh —they stood. 

TRANSLATION 

Their bodies became so tall that they seemed to kiss the sky with the crests of their gold 
crowns. They blocked the view of all directions and while walking shook the earth at 
every step. Their arms were adorned with brilliant bracelets, and they stood as if covering 
the sun with their waists, which were bound with excellent and beautiful girdles. 

PURPORT 

In the demoniac way of civilization, people are interested in getting a body constructed 
in such a way that when they walk on the street the earth will tremble and when they 
stand it will appear that they cover the sun and the vision of the four directions. If a 
race appears strong in body, their country is materially considered to be among the 
highly advanced nations of the world. 

SB 3.17.18 

TEXT 18 

4 g HTO: II ?= II 

prajdpatir ndma tayor akdrsld 
yah prdk sva-dehdd yamayor ajdyata 
tarn vai hirariyakasipurfi viduh prajd 
yarn tarn hirariydksam asuta sdgratah 

SYNONYMS 

prajdpatih —Kasyapa; ndma —names; tayoh —of the two; akdrslt —gave; yah —who; 
prdk —first; sva-dehdt —from his body; yamayoh —of the twins; ajdyata —was delivered; 
tarn —him; vai —indeed; hirariyakasipum —Hiranyakasipu; viduh —know; prajdh — 
people; yam —whom; tarn —him; hirariydksam —Hiranyaksa; asuta —gave birth to; sd — 
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she (Diti); agratah —first. 


TRANSLATION 

Kasyapa, Prajapati, the creator of the living entities, gave his twin sons their names; the 
one who was born first he named Hiranyaksa, and the one who was first conceived by 
Diti he named Hiranyakasipu. 


PURPORT 


There is an authoritative Vedic literature called Pinda-siddhi in which the scientific 
understanding of pregnancy is very nicely described. It is stated that when the male 
secretion enters the menstrual flux in the uterus in two successive drops, the mother 
develops two embryos in her womb, and she brings forth twins in a reverse order to that 
in which they were first conceived; the child conceived first is born later, and the one 
conceived later is brought forth first. The first child conceived in the womb lives behind 
the second child, so when birth takes place the second child appears first, and the first 
child appears second. In this case it is understood that Hiranyaksa, the second child 
conceived, was delivered first, whereas Hiranyakasipu, the child who was behind him, 
having been conceived first, was born second. 


TEXT 19 


SB 3.17.19 


^ s|^c|7u| ^ I 


cakre hiranyakasipur 
dorbhyam brahma-varena ca 
vase sa-pdldl lokdrhs trln 
akuto-mrtyur uddhatah 


SYNONYMS 

cakre —made; hiranyakasipuh —Hiranyakasipu; dorbhydm —by his two arms; brahma- 
varena —by the benediction of Brahma; ca—and; vase—under his control; sa-pdldn — 
along with their protectors; lokdn —the worlds; trln —three; akutah-mrtyuh —fearing 
death from no one; uddhatah —puffed up. 
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TRANSLATION 


The elder child, Hiranyakasipu, was unafraid of death from anyone within the three 
worlds because he received a benediction from Lord Brahma. He was proud and puffed up 
due to this benediction and was able to bring all three planetary systems under his 
control. 


PURPORT 

As will be revealed in later chapters, Hiranyakasipu underwent severe austerity and 
penance to satisfy Brahma and thus receive a benediction of immortality. Actually, it is 
impossible even for Lord Brahma to give anyone the benediction of becoming immortal, 
but indirectly Hiranyakasipu received the benediction that no one within this material 
world would be able to kill him. In other words, because he originally came from the 
abode of Vaikuntha, he was not to be killed by anyone within this material world. The 
Lord desired to appear Himself to kill him. One may be very proud of his material 
advancement in knowledge, but he cannot be immune to the four principles of material 
existence, namely birth, death, old age and disease. It was the Lord's plan to teach people 
that even Hiranyakasipu, who was so powerful and strongly built, could not live more 
than his destined duration of life. One may become as strong and puffed up as 
Hiranyakasipu and bring under his control all the three worlds, but there is no 
possibility of continuing life eternally or keeping the conquered booty forever. So many 
emperors have ascended to power, and they are now lost in oblivion; that is the history 
of the world. 


TEXT 20 

JWimfiilRci ^ II 

hiranydkso 'nujas tasya 
priyah prlti-krd anvaham 
gada-panir divarh ydto 
yuyutsur mrgayan ranam 

SYNONYMS 


SB 3.17.20 
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hiranydksah —Hiranyaksa; anujah —younger brother; tasya —his; priyah —beloved; prlti- 
krt —ready to please; anu-aham —every day; gada-panih —with a club in hand; divam — 
to the higher planets; ydtah —traveled; yuyutsuh —desirous to fight; mrgayan —seeking; 
ranam —combat. 


TRANSLATION 

His younger brother, Hiranyaksa, was always ready to satisfy his elder brother by his 
activities. Hiranyaksa took a club on his shoulder and traveled all over the universe with 
a fighting spirit just to satisfy Hiranyakasipu. 

PURPORT 

The demoniac spirit is to train all family members to exploit the resources of this 
universe for personal sense gratification, whereas the godly spirit is to engage everything 
in the service of the Lord. Hirariyakasipu was himself very powerful, and he made his 
younger brother, Hiraiiyaksa, powerful to assist him in fighting with everyone and 
lording it over material nature as long as possible. If possible, he wanted to rule the 
universe eternally. These are demonstrations of the spirit of the demoniac living entity. 

SB 3.17.21 

TEXT 21 

^ II II 

tarn vlksya duhsaha-javarfi 
rariat-kdncana-nupuram 
vaijayantyd srajd justam 
arhsa-nyasta-mahd-gadam 

SYNONYMS 

tarn —him; vlksya —having seen; duhsaha —difficult to control; javam —temper; rariat — 
tinkling; kdncana —gold; nupuram —anklets; vaijayantyd srajd —with a vaijayantl 
garland; justam —adorned; arhsa —on his shoulder; nyasta —rested; mahd-gadam —a 
huge mace. 
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TRANSLATION 


Hiranyaksa's temper was difficult to control. He had anklets of gold tinkling about his 
feet, he was adorned with a gigantic garland, and he rested his huge mace on one of his 
shoulders. 


SB 3.17.22 

TEXT 22 

II ?? II 

mano-virya-varotsiktam 
asrnyam akuto-bhayam 
bhltd nililyire devds 
tdrksya-trastd ivdhayah 

SYNONYMS 

manah-virya —by mental and bodily strength; vara —by the boon; utsiktam —proud; 
asrnyam —not able to be checked; akutah-bhayam —fearing no one; bhitdh —frightened; 
nililyire —hid themselves; devdh —the demigods; tdrksya —Garuda; trastdh —frightened 
of; iva —like; ahayah —snakes. 


TRANSLATION 

His mental and bodily strength as well as the boon conferred upon him had made him 
proud. He feared death at the hands of no one, and there was no checking him. The gods, 
therefore, were seized with fear at his very sight, and they hid themselves even as snakes 
hide themselves for fear of Garuda. 


PURPORT 

The asuras are generally strongly built, as described here, and therefore their mental 
condition is very sound, and their prowess is also extraordinary. Hiranyaksa and 
Hiranyakasipu, having received the boon that they would not be killed by any other 
living entity within this universe, were almost immortal, and thus they were completely 
fearless. 
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TEXT 23 


SB 3.17.23 


'>in<ici, ’J5R, II 59 II 

sa vai tirohitdn drstvd 
mahasd svena daitya-rdt 
sendrdn deva-gandn ksibdn 
apasyan vyanadad hhrsam 

SYNONYMS 

sah —he; vai —indeed; tirohitdn —vanished; drstvd —having seen; mahasd —by might; 
svena —his own; daitya-rdt —the chief of the Daityas (demons); sa-indrdn —along with 
Indra; deva-gandn —the demigods; ksibdn —intoxicated; apasyan —not finding; 
vyanadat —roared; bhrsam —loudly. 


TRANSLATION 

On not finding Indra and the other demigods, who had previously been intoxicated with 
power, the chief of the Daityas, seeing that they had all vanished before his might, roared 
loudly. 

SB 3.17.24 

TEXT 24 

cllf^f JItI fcf II || 

tato nivrttah krldisyan 
gambhlrarfi bhlma-nisvanam 
vijagdhe mahd-sattvo 
vdrdhirh matta iva dvipah 

SYNONYMS 

tatah —then; nivrttah —returned; krldisyan —for the sake of sport; gambhlram —deep; 
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bhlma-nisvanam —making a terrible sound; vijagahe —dived; maha-sattvah —the mighty 
being; vardhim —in the ocean; mattah —in wrath; iva —like; dvipah —an elephant. 

TRANSLATION 

After returning from the heavenly kingdom, the mighty demon, who was like an elephant 
in wrath, for the sake of sport dived into the deep ocean, which was roaring terribly. 

SB 3.17.25 

TEXT 25 

I 

II II 

tasmin praviste varunasya sainikd 
yado-ganah sanna-dhiyah sasddhvasdh 
ahanyamdnd api tasya varcasd 
pradharsitd duratararh pradudruvuh 

SYNONYMS 

tasmin praviste —when he entered the ocean; varunasya —of Varuna; sainikdh —the 
defenders; yddah-gandh —the aquatic animals; sanna-dhiyah —depressed; sa-sddhvasdh — 
with fear; ahanyamdndh —not being hit; api —even; tasya —his; varcasd —by splendor; 
pradharsitdh —stricken; dura-taram —far away; pradudruvuh —they ran fast. 

TRANSLATION 

On his entering the ocean, the aquatic animals who formed the host of Varuna were 
stricken with fear and ran far away. Thus Hiranyaksa showed his splendor without 
dealing a blow. 


PURPORT 

Materialistic demons sometimes appear to be very powerful and are seen to establish 
their supremacy throughout the world. Here also it appears that Hiranyaksa, by his 
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demoniac strength, actually established his supremacy throughout the universe, and the 
demigods were afraid of his uncommon power. Not only were the demigods in space 
afraid of the demons Hiranyakasipu and Hiranyaksa, but so also were the aquatic 
animals within the sea. 

SB 3.17.26 

TEXT 26 

HlilfecliWH ^ !t^: II 5? II 

sa varsa-pugdn udadhau mahd-balas 
caran mahormlfi chvasaneritdn muhuh 
maurvydbhijaghne gadayd vibhdvarlm 
dsedivdrhs tdta purirh pracetasah 

SYNONYMS 

sah —he; varsa-pugdn —for many years; udadhau —in the ocean; mahd-balah —mighty; 
caran —moving; mahd-urmin —gigantic waves; svasana —by the wind; iritdn —tossed; 
muhuh —again and again; maurvyd —iron; abhijaghne —he struck; gadayd —with his 
mace; vibhdvarlm —Vibhavari; dsedivdn —reached; tdta —O dear Vidura; purim —the 
capital; pracetasah —of Varuna. 


TRANSLATION 

Moving about in the ocean for many, many years, the mighty Hiranyaksa smote the 
gigantic wind-tossed waves again and again with his iron mace and reached Vibhavari, the 
capital of Varuna. 


PURPORT 

Varuna is supposed to be the predominating deity of the waters, and his capital, which is 
known as Vibhavari, is within the watery kingdom. 

SB 3.17.27 
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TEXT 27 


FFFiJI^ :fr^- 
1^ ^ Hfnn: II II 

tatropalabhydsura-loka-pdlakarn 
yddo-gandndm rsabharh pracetasam 
smayan pralabdhurh pranipatya nlcavaj 
jagdda me dehy adhirdja sarhyugam 

SYNONYMS 

tatra —there; upalabhya —having reached; asura-loka —of the regions where the demons 
reside; pdlakam —the guardian; yddah-gandndm —of the aquatic creatures; rsabham — 
the lord; pracetasam —Varuna; smayan —smiling; pralabdhum —to make fun; 
pranipatya —having bowed down; nlca-vat —like a lowborn man; jagdda —he said; me — 
to me; dehi —give; adhirdja —O great lord; sarhyugam —battle. 

TRANSLATION 

Vibhavarl is the home of Varuna, lord of the aquatic creatures and guardian of the lower 
regions of the universe, where the demons generally reside. There Hiranyaksa fell at 
Varuna's feet like a lowborn man, and to make fun of him he said with a smile, "Give me 
battle, O Supreme Lord!" 


PURPORT 

The demoniac person always challenges others and tries to occupy others' property by 
force. Here these symptoms are fully displayed by Hiranyaksa, who begged war from a 
person who had no desire to fight. 

SB 3.17.28 

TEXT 28 
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II ?'= II 


tvarh loka-pdlo 'dhipatir brhac-chravd 
vlrydpaho durmada-vlra-mdnindm 
vijitya loke 'khila-daitya-ddnavdn 
yad rdjasuyena purdyajat prabho 

SYNONYMS 

tvam —you (Varuna); loka-pdlah —guardian of the planet; adhipatih —a ruler; brhat- 
sravah—of wide fame; virya —the power; apahah —diminished; durmada —of the proud; 
vlra-mdnindm —thinking themselves very big heroes; vijitya —having conquered; loke — 
in the world; akhila —all; daitya —the demons; ddnavdn —the Danavas; yat —whence; 
rdjasuyena —with a Rajasuya sacrifice; purd —formerly; ayajat —worshiped; prabho —O 
lord. 


TRANSLATION 

You are the guardian of an entire sphere and a ruler of wide fame. Having crushed the 
might of arrogant and conceited warriors and having conquered all the Daityas and 
Danavas in the world, you once performed a Rajasuya sacrifice to the Lord. 

SB 3.17.29 

TEXT 29 

^^11 II 

sa evam utsikta-madena vidvisd 
drdharfi pralabdho bhagavdn apdrh patih 
rosarh samuttharh samayan svayd dhiyd 
vyavocad angopasamarh gatd vayam 
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SYNONYMS 


sah —Varuna; evam —thus; utsikta —puffed up; madena —with vanity; vidvisa —by the 
enemy; drdham —deeply; pralabdhah —mocked; bhagavdn —worshipful; apdm —of the 
waters; patih —the lord; rosam —anger; samuttham —sprung up; samayan —controlling; 
svayd dhiyd —by his reason; vyavocat —he replied; anga —O dear one; upasamam — 
desisting from warfare; gatdh —gone; vayam —we. 

TRANSLATION 

Thus mocked by an enemy whose vanity knew no bounds, the worshipful lord of the 
waters waxed angry, but by dint of his reason he managed to curb the anger that had 
sprung up in him, and he replied: O dear one, we have now desisted from warfare, having 
grown too old for combat. 


PURPORT 

As we see, warmongering materialists always create fighting without reason. 

SB 3.17.30 

TEXT 30 

^ I 

^ ^ II II 

pasydmi ndnyarh purusdt purdtandd 
yah sarhyuge tvdrh rana-mdrga-kovidam 
drddhayisyaty asurarsabhehi tarn 
manasvino yarn grriate bhavddrsdh 

SYNONYMS 

pasydmi —I see; na —not; anyam —other; purusdt —than the person; purdtandt —most 
ancient; yah —who; sarhyuge —in battle; tvdm —to you; rarra-mdrga —in the tactics of 
war; kovidam —very much skilled; drddhayisyati —will give satisfaction; asura-rsabha —O 
chief of the asuras; ihi —approach; tarn —Him; manasvinah —heroes; yam —whom; 
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grnate —praise; bhavadrsah —like you. 


TRANSLATION 

You are so skilled in war that I do not see anyone else but the most ancient person, Lord 
Visnu, who can give satisfaction in battle to you. Therefore, O chief of the asuras, 
approach Him, whom even heroes like you mention with praise. 

PURPORT 

Aggressive materialistic warriors are actually punished by the Supreme Lord for their 
policy of unnecessarily disturbing world peace. Therefore Varuna advised Hiranyaksa 
that the right course to satisfy his fighting spirit would be to seek to fight with Visnu. 

SB 3.17.31 

TEXT 31 

^ II ?? II 

tarn vlram arad abhipadya vismayah 
sayisyase vlra-saye svabhir vrtah 
yas tvad-vidhanam asatdrh prasdntaye 
rupdrii dhatte sad-anugrahecchayd 

SYNONYMS 

tarn —Him; vlram —the great hero; drdt —quickly; abhipadya —on reaching; vismayah — 
rid of pride; sayisyase —you will lie down; vlrasaye —on the battlefield; svabhih —by dogs; 
vrtah —surrounded; yah —He who; tvat-vidhdndm —like you; asatdm —of wicked persons; 
prasdntaye —for the extermination; rupdrii —forms; dhatte —He assumes; sat —to the 
virtuous; anugraha —to show His grace; icchayd —with a desire. 

TRANSLATION 

Varuna continued: On reaching Him you will be rid of your pride at once and will lie 
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down on the field of battle, surrounded by dogs, for eternal sleep. It is in order to 
exterminate wicked fellows like you and to show His grace to the virtuous that He 
assumes His various incarnations like Varaha. 

PURPORT 

Asuras do not know that their bodies consist of the five elements of material nature and 
that when they fall they become objects of pastimes for dogs and vultures. Varuna 
advised Hiranyaksa to meet Visnu in His boar incarnation so that his hankering for 
aggressive war would be satisfied and his powerful body would be vanquished. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Seventeenth Chapter, of the 

A 

Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "Victory of Hiranyaksa Over All the Directions of the 
Universe." 


18* The Battle Between Lord Boar and the Demon Hiranyaksa 


TEXTl 

(4(414^1 II ? II 

maitreya uvdca 

tad evam dkarnya jalesa-bhdsitarh 
mahd-mands tad viganayya durmadah 
barer viditvd gatim ariga ndraddd 
rasdtalarh nirvivise tvardnvitah 


SB 3.18.1 
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SYNONYMS 


maitreyah —the great sage Maitreya; uvdca —said; tat —that; evam —thus; dkarnya — 
hearing; jala-isa —of the controller of water, Varuna; bhdsitam —words; mahd-mandh — 
proud; tat —those words; viganayya —having paid little heed to; durmadah — 
vainglorious; hareh —of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; viditvd —having learned; 
gatim —the whereabouts; anga —O dear Vidura; ndraddt —from Narada; rasdtalam —to 
the depths of the ocean; nirvivise —entered; tvard-anvitah —with great speed. 

TRANSLATION 

Maitreya continued: The proud and falsely glorious Daitya paid little heed to the words of 
Varuna. O dear Vidura, he learned from Narada the whereabouts of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead and hurriedly betook himself to the depths of the ocean. 


PURPORT 


Materialistic warmongers are not even afraid to fight with their mightiest enemy, the 
Personality of Godhead. The demon was very encouraged to learn from Varuna that 
there was one fighter who could actually combat him, and he was very enthusiastic to 
search out the Supreme Personality of Godhead just to give Him a fight, even though it 
was predicted by Varuna that by fighting with Visnu he would become prey for dogs, 
jackals and vultures. Since demoniac persons are less intelligent, they dare to fight with 
Visnu, who is known as Ajita, or one who has never been conquered. 


SB 3.18.2 

TEXT 2 


^ ijii: II ? II 


dadarsa tatrdbhijitarh dhard-dharam 
pronniyamdndvanim agra-darhstrayd 
musnantam aksnd sva-ruco 'runa-sriyd 
jahdsa cdho vana-gocaro mrgah 
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SYNONYMS 


dadarsa —he saw; tatra —there; abhijitam —the victorious; dhard —the earth; dharam — 
bearing; pronnlyamdna —being raised upward; avanim —the earth; agra-darhstraya —by 
the tip of His tusk; musnantam —who was diminishing; aksnd —with His eyes; sva- 
rucah —Hiranyaksa's own splendor; aruna —reddish; sriyd —radiant; jahdsa —he 
laughed; ca —and; aho —oh; vana-gocarah —amphibious; mrgah —beast. 

TRANSLATION 

He saw there the all-powerful Personality of Godhead in His boar incarnation, bearing 
the earth upward on the ends of His tusks and robbing him of his splendor with His 
reddish eyes. The demon laughed: Oh, an amphibious beast! 

PURPORT 

In a previous chapter we have discussed the incarnation of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead as Varaha, the boar. While Varaha, with His tusks, engaged in uplifting the 
submerged earth from the depths of the waters, this great demon Hiranyaksa met Him 
and challenged Him, calling Him a beast. Demons cannot understand the incarnations 
of the Lord; they think that His incarnations as a fish or boar or tortoise are big beasts 
only. They misunderstand the body of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, even in His 
human form, and they deride His descent. In the Gaitanya-sampradaya there is 
sometimes a demoniac misconception about the descent of Nityananda Prabhu. 
Nityananda Prabhu's body is spiritual, but demoniac persons consider the body of the 
Supreme Personality to be material, just like ours. Avajdnanti mdrh mudhah: iBg. 9.11] 
persons who have no intelligence deride the transcendental form of the Lord as 
material. 

SB 3.18.3 

TEXT 3 

7#Rli I 

ii 9 ii 
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dhainam ehy ajna mahirfi vimunca no 
rasaukasdrh visva-srjeyam arpitd 
na svasti ydsyasy anayd mameksatah 
surddhamdsddita-sukardkrte 

SYNONYMS 

dha —Hiranyaksa said; enam —to the Lord; ehi —come and fight; ajna —O fool; mahlm — 
the earth; vimunca —give up; nah —to us; rasd-okasdm —of the inhabitants of the lower 
regions; visva-srjd —by the creator of the universe; iyam —this earth; arpitd —entrusted; 
na —not; svasti —well-being; ydsyasi —You will go; anayd —with this; mama iksatah — 
while I am seeing; sura-adhama —O lowest of the demigods; dsddita —having taken; 
sukara-dkrte —the form of a boar. 


TRANSLATION 

The demon addressed the Lord: O best of the demigods, dressed in the form of a boar, just 
hear me. This earth is entrusted to us, the inhabitants of the lower regions, and You 
cannot take it from my presence and not be hurt by me. 

PURPORT 

Sridhara Svami, commenting on this verse, states that although the demon wanted to 
deride the Personality of Godhead in the form of a boar, actually he worshiped Him in 
several words. For example, he addressed Him as v ana-go car ah, which means "one who is 
a resident of the forest," but another meaning of vana-gocarah is "one who lies on the 
water." Visnu lies on the water, so the Supreme Personality of Godhead can be properly 
addressed in this way. The demon also addressed Him as mrgah, indicating, 
unintentionally, that the Supreme Personality is sought after by great sages, saintly 
persons and transcendentalists. He also addressed Him as ajna. Sridhara Svami says that 
jna means "knowledge," and there is no knowledge which is unknown to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Indirectly, therefore, the demon said that Visnu knows 
everything. The demon addressed Him as surddhama. Sura means "the demigods," and 
adhama means "Lord of all there is." He is Lord of all the demigods; therefore He is the 
best of all demigods, or God. When the demon used the phrase "in my presence," the 
implied meaning was, "In spite of my presence. You are completely able to take away the 
earth." Na svasti ydsyasi: "unless You kindly take this earth from our custody, there can 
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be no good fortune for us." 


SB 3.18.4 


TEXT 4 

^ Hmi I 

^ #nwirac5iqQ>rfM 

SPjt II 8 II 

tvarh nah sapatnair abhavdya him bhrto 
yo mdyayd hanty asurdn paroksa-jit 
tvarh yogamdyd-balam alpa-paurusarh 
sarhsthdpya mudha pramrje suhrc-chucah 

SYNONYMS 

tvam —You; nah —us; sapatnaih —by our enemies; abhavdya —for killing; him —is it that; 
bhrtah —maintained; yah —He who; mdyayd —by deception; hand —kills; asurdn —the 
demons; paroksa-jit —who conquered by remaining invisible; tvdm —You; yogamdyd- 
balam —whose strength is bewildering power; alpa-paurusam —whose power is meager; 
sarhsthdpya —after killing; mudha —fool; pramrje —I shall wipe out; suhrt-sucah —the 
grief of my kinsmen. 


TRANSLATION 

You rascal, You have been nourished by our enemies to kill us, and You have killed some 
demons by remaining invisible. O fool. Your power is only mystic, so today I shall enliven 
my kinsmen by killing You. 


PURPORT 

The demon used the word abhavdya, which means "for killing." Sridhara Svami 
comments that this "killing" means liberating, or, in other words, killing the process of 
continued birth and death. The Lord kills the process of birth and death and keeps 
Himself invisible. The activities of the Lord's internal potency are inconceivable, but by 
a slight exhibition of this potency, the Lord, by His grace, can deliver one from 
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nescience. Sucah means "miseries"; the miseries of material existence can be 
extinguished by the Lord by His potential energy of internal yogamdyd. In the Upanisads 
(Svetdsvatara Upanisad 6.8) it is stated, pardsya saktir vividhaiva sruyate ICc. Madhya 
13.65, purport]. The Lord is invisible to the eyes of the common man, but His energies act 
in various ways. When demons are in adversity, they think that God is hiding Himself 
and is working by His mystic potency. They think that if they can find God they can kill 
Him just by seeing Him. Hiranyaksa thought that way, and he challenged the Lord: "You 
have done tremendous harm to our community, taking the part of the demigods, and 
You have killed our kinsmen in so many ways, always keeping Yourself hidden. Now I 
see You face to face, and I am not going to let You go. I shall kill You and save my 
kinsmen from Your mystic misdeeds." 

Not only are demons always anxious to kill God with words and philosophy, but they 
think that if one is materially powerful he can kill God with materially fatal weapons. 
Demons like Karhsa, Ravana and Hiranyakasipu thought themselves powerful enough to 
kill even God. Demons cannot understand that God, by His multifarious potencies, can 
work so wonderfully that He can be present everywhere and still remain in His eternal 
abode, Goloka Vrndavana. 

SB 3.18.5 

TEXTS 

^ II K II 

tvayi sarhsthite gadayd slrna-sirsany 
asmad-bhuja-cyutayd ye ca tubhyam 
balirh haranty rsayo ye ca devdh 
svayarh sarve na bhavisyanty amuldh 

SYNONYMS 

tvayi —when You; sarhsthite —are killed; gadayd —by the mace; sirna —smashed; 
slrsani —skull; asmat-bhuja —from my hand; cyutayd —released; ye —those who; ca— 
and; tubhyam —to You; balim —presentations; haranti —offer; rsayah —sages; ye —those 
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who; ca —and; devah —demigods; svayam —automatically; sarve —all; na —not; 
bhavisyanti —will exist; amuldh —without roots. 

TRANSLATION 

The demon continued: When You fall dead with Your skull smashed by the mace hurled 
by my arms, the demigods and sages who offer You oblations and sacrifice in devotional 
service will also automatically cease to exist, like trees without roots. 

PURPORT 

Demons are very much disturbed when devotees worship the Lord in the prescribed 
ways recommended in the scriptures. In the Vedic scriptures, the neophyte devotees are 
advised to engage in nine kinds of devotional service, such as to hear and chant the holy 
name of God, to remember Him always, to chant on beads Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, 
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, to worship 
the Lord in the form of His Deity incarnation in the temples, and to engage in various 
activities of Krsna consciousness to increase the number of godly persons for perfect 
peace in the world. Demons do not like such activity. They are always envious of God 
and His devotees. Their propaganda not to worship in the temple or church but simply 
to make material advancement for satisfaction of the senses is always current. The 
demon Hiranyaksa, upon seeing the Lord face to face, wanted to make a permanent 
solution by killing the Personality of Godhead with his powerful mace. The example of 
an uprooted tree mentioned here by the demon is very significant. Devotees accept that 
God is the root of everything. Their example is that just as the stomach is the source of 
energy of all the limbs of the body, God is the original source of all energy manifested in 
the material and spiritual worlds; therefore, as supplying food to the stomach is the 
process to satisfy all the limbs of the body, Krsna consciousness, or developing love of 
Krsna, is the sublime method for satisfying the source of all happiness. The demon wants 
to uproot this source because if the root, God, were to be checked, the activities of the 
Lord and the devotees would automatically stop. The demon would be very much 
satisfied by such a situation in society. Demons are always anxious to have a godless 
society for their sense gratification. According to Sridhara Svami, this verse means that 
when the demon would be deprived of his mace by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
not only the neophyte devotees but also the ancient sagacious devotees of the Lord 
would be very much satisfied. 

SB 3.18.6 
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TEXT 6 


II e; II 

sa tudyamano 'ri-durukta-tomarair 
damstragra-gam gam upalaksya bhitdm 
todarh mrsan niragad ambu-madhyad 
grdhdhatah sa-karenur yathebhah 

SYNONYMS 

sah —He; tudyamdnah —being pained; ari —of the enemy; durukta —by the abusive 
words; tomaraih —by the weapons; darnstra-agra —on the ends of His tusks; gdm — 
situated; gdm —the earth; upalaksya —seeing; bhitdm —frightened; todam —the pain; 
mrsan —bearing; niragdt —He came out; ambu-madhydt —from the midst of the water; 
grdha —by a crocodile; dhatah —attacked; sa-karenuh —along with a she-elephant; 
yathd —as; ibhah —an elephant. 


TRANSLATION 

Although the Lord was pained by the shaftlike abusive words of the demon, He bore the 
pain. But seeing that the earth on the ends of His tusks was frightened, He rose out of 
the water just as an elephant emerges with its female companion when assailed by an 
alligator. 


PURPORT 

The Mayavadi philosopher cannot understand that the Lord has feelings. The Lord is 
satisfied if someone offers Him a nice prayer, and similarly, if someone decries His 
existence or calls Him by ill names, God is dissatisfied. The Supreme Personality of 
Godhead is decried by the Mayavadi philosophers, who are almost demons. They say 
that God has no head, no form, no existence and no legs, hands or other bodily limbs. In 
other words, they say that He is dead or lame. All these misconceptions of the Supreme 
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Lord are a source of dissatisfaction to Him; He is never pleased with such atheistic 
descriptions. In this case, although the Lord felt sorrow from the piercing words of the 
demon, He delivered the earth for the satisfaction of the demigods, who are ever His 
devotees. The conclusion is that God is as sentient as we are. He is satisfied by our 
prayers and dissatisfied by our harsh words against Him. In order to give protection to 
His devotee. He is always ready to tolerate insulting words from the atheists. 

SB 3.18.7 

TEXT? 

^ m -1 

PlJlI^dHL II ^ II 

tarn nihsarantarh salilad anudruto 
hirartya-keso dviradarh yathd jhasah 
karala-darfistro 'sani-nisvano 'bravld 
gata-hriydrfi kirn tv asatdrh vigarhitam 

SYNONYMS 

tarn —Him; nihsarantam —coming out; salildt —from the water; anudrutah —chased; 
hirariya-kesah —having golden hair; dviradam —an elephant; yathd —as; jhasah —a 
crocodile; kardla-darhstrah —having fearful teeth; asani-nisvanah —roaring like thunder; 
abravit —he said; gata-hriydm —for those who are shameless; kirn —what; tu —indeed; 
asatdm —for the wretches; vigarhitam —reproachable. 

TRANSLATION 

The demon, who had golden hair on his head and fearful tusks, gave chase to the Lord 
while He was rising from the water, even as an alligator would chase an elephant. Roaring 
like thunder, he said: Are You not ashamed of running away before a challenging 
adversary? There is nothing reproachable for shameless creatures! 

PURPORT 
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When the Lord was coming out of the water, taking the earth in His arms to deliver it, 
the demon derided Him with insulting words, but the Lord did not care because He was 
very conscious of His duty. For a dutiful man there is nothing to fear. Similarly, those 
who are powerful have no fear of derision or unkind words from an enemy. The Lord 
had nothing to fear from anyone, yet He was merciful to His enemy by neglecting him. 
Although apparently He fled from the challenge, it was just to protect the earth from 
calamity that He tolerated Hiranyaksa's deriding words. 

SB 3.18.8 

TEXTS 

|| =: || 

sa gam udastat salilasya gocare 
vinyasya tasydm adadhat sva-sattvam 
abhistuto visva-srjd prasunair 
dpuryamdno vibudhaih pasyato 'reh 

SYNONYMS 

sah —the Lord; gdm —the earth; udastdt —on the surface; salilasya —of the water; 
gocare —within His sight; vinyasya —having placed; tasydm —to the earth; adadhdt —He 
invested; sva —His own; sattvam —existence; abhistutah —praised; visva-srjd —by 
Brahma (the creator of the universe); prasunaih —by flowers; dpuryamdnah —becoming 
satisfied; vibudhaih —by the demigods; pasyatah —while looking on; areh —the enemy. 

TRANSLATION 

The Lord placed the earth within His sight on the surface of the water and transferred to 
her His own energy in the form of the ability to float on the water. While the enemy 
stood looking on, Brahma, the creator of the universe, extolled the Lord, and the other 
demigods rained flowers on Him. 


PURPORT 
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Those who are demons cannot understand how the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
floated the earth on water, but to devotees of the Lord this is not a very wonderful act. 
Not only the earth but many, many millions of planets are floating in the air, and this 
floating power is endowed upon them by the Lord; there is no other possible 
explanation. The materialists can explain that the planets are floating by the law of 
gravitation, but the law of gravitation works under the control or direction of the 
Supreme Lord. That is the version of Bhagavad-gita, which confirms, by the Lord's 
statement, that behind the material laws or nature's laws and behind the growth, 
maintenance, production and evolution of all the planetary systems—behind 
everything—is the Lord's direction. The Lord's activities could be appreciated only by 
the demigods, headed by Brahma, and therefore when they saw the uncommon prowess 
of the Lord in keeping the earth on the surface of the water, they showered flowers on 
Him in appreciation of His transcendental activity. 

SB 3.18.9 

TEXT 9 

II ^ II 

pardnusaktarh tapaniyopakalparh 
maha-gadam kancana-citra-darhsam 
marmdny abhlksnam pratudantarh duruktaih 
pracanda-manyuh prahasarhs tarn hahhdse 

SYNONYMS 

para —from behind; anusaktam —who followed very closely; tapanlya-upakalpam —who 
had a considerable amount of gold ornaments; maha-gadam —with a great mace; 
kdncana —golden; citra —beautiful; darhsam —armor; marmdrii —the core of the heart; 
abhlkmam —constantly; pratudantam —piercing; duruktaih —by abusive words; 
pracarida —terrible; manyuh —anger; prahasan —laughing; tarn —to him; babhdse —He 
said. 
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TRANSLATION 


The demon, who had a wealth of ornaments, bangles and beautiful golden armor on his 
body, chased the Lord from behind with a great mace. The Lord tolerated his piercing ill 
words, but in order to reply to him. He expressed His terrible anger. 

PURPORT 

The Lord could have chastised the demon immediately while the demon was deriding 
the Lord with ill words, but the Lord tolerated him to please the demigods and to show 
that they should not be afraid of demons while discharging their duties. Therefore His 
toleration was displayed mainly to drive away the fears of the demigods, who should 
know that the Lord is always present to protect them. The demon's derision of the Lord 
was just like the barking of dogs; the Lord did not care about it, since He was doing His 
own work in delivering the earth from the midst of the water. Materialistic demons 
always possess large amounts of gold in various shapes, and they think that a large 
amount of gold, physical strength and popularity can save them from the wrath of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

SB 3.18.10 


TEXT 10 



^ cHJil-c|(| ijUT 

^ II Vo II 

srl-bhagavdn uvdca 
satyarh vayarfi bho vana-gocard mrgd 
yusmad-vidhdn mrgaye grdma-sirhhdn 
na mrtyu-pdsaih pratimuktasya vlrd 
vikatthanarh tava grhnanty abhadra 

SYNONYMS 

srl-bhagavdn uvdca —the Supreme Personality of Godhead said; satyam —indeed; 
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vayam —We; bhoh —O; vana-gocardh —dwelling in the forest; mrgdh —creatures; 
yusmat-vidhdn —like you; mrgaye —I am searching to kill; grdma-simhdn —dogs; na — 
not; mrtyu-pdsaih —by the bonds of death; pratimuktasya —of one who is bound; virdh — 
the heroes; vikatthanam —loose talk; tava —your; grhnanti —take notice of; abhadra —O 
mischievous one. 


TRANSLATION 

The Personality of Godhead said: Indeed, We are creatures of the jungle, and We are 
searching after hunting dogs like you. One who is freed from the entanglement of death 
has no fear from the loose talk in which you are indulging, for you are bound up by the 
laws of death. 


PURPORT 

Demons and atheistic persons can go on insulting the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
but they forget that they are subjected to the laws of birth and death. They think that 
simply by decrying the existence of the Supreme Lord or defying His stringent laws of 
nature, one can be freed from the clutches of birth and death. In Bhagavad-gitd it is said 
that simply by understanding the transcendental nature of God one can go back home, 
back to Godhead. But demons and atheistic persons do not try to understand the nature 
of the Supreme Lord; therefore they remain in the entanglement of birth and death. 

SB 3.18.11 

TEXT 11 

^ ^ ^ II ?? II 

ete vayarh nydsa-hard rasaukasdrfi 
gata-hriyo gadayd drdvitds te 
tisthdmahe 'thdpi kathancid djau 
stheyarh kva ydmo balinotpddya vairam 

SYNONYMS 
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ete —Ourselves; vayam —We; nydsa —of the charge; hardh —thieves; rasd-okasdm —of 
the inhabitants of Rasatala; gata-hriyah —shameless; gadayd —by the mace; drdvitdh — 
chased; te —your; tisthdmahe —We shall stay; atha api —nevertheless; kathancit — 
somehow; djau —on the battlefield; stheyam —We must stay; kva —where; ydmah —can 
We go; balind —with a powerful enemy; utpddya —having created; vairam —enmity. 

TRANSLATION 

Certainly We have stolen the charge of the inhabitants of Rasatala and have lost all 
shame. Although bitten by your powerful mace, I shall stay here in the water for some 
time because, having created enmity with a powerful enemy, I now have no place to go. 

PURPORT 

The demon should have known that God cannot be driven out of any place, for He is 
all-pervading. Demons think of their possessions as their property, but actually 
everything belongs to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who can take anything at 
any time He likes. 

SB 3.18.12 

TEXT 12 

M II ?? II 

tvarh pad-rathdndrh kila yuthapddhipo 
ghatasva no 'svastaya dsv anuhah 
sarhsthdpya cdsmdn pramrjdsru svakdndrh 
yah svdrh pratijndrh ndtipiparty asabhyah 

SYNONYMS 

warn —you; pad-rathdndm —of foot soldiers; kila —indeed; yuthapa —of the leaders; 
adhipah —the commander; ghatasva —take steps; nah —Our; asvastaye —for defeat; 
dsu —promptly; anuhah —without consideration; sarhsthdpya —having killed; ca —and; 
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asmdn —Us; pramrja —wipe away; asru —tears; svakdndm —of your kith and kin; yah — 
he who; svdm —his own; pratijndm —promised word; na —not; atipiparti —fulfills; 
asabhyah —not fit to sit in an assembly. 

TRANSLATION 

You are supposed to be the commander of many foot soldiers, and now you may take 
prompt steps to overthrow Us. Give up all your foolish talk and wipe out the cares of 
your kith and kin by slaying Us. One may be proud, yet he does not deserve a seat in an 
assembly if he fails to fulfill his promised word. 

PURPORT 

A demon may be a great soldier and commander of a large number of infantry, but in 
the presence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead he is powerless and is destined to 
die. The Lord, therefore, challenged the demon not to go away, but to fulfill his 
promised word to kill Him. 

SB 3.18.13 

TEXT 13 

3iN^iilcs|ui #4 ii ?? ii 

maitreya uvdca 
so 'dhiksipto bhagavatd 
pralabdhas ca rusd bhrsam 
djahdrolbanarh krodharfi 
krldyamdno 'hi-rdd iva 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah —the great sage Maitreya; uvdca —said; sah —the demon; adhiksiptah —having 
been insulted; bhagavatd —by the Personality of Godhead; pralabdhah —ridiculed; ca — 
and; rusd —angry; bhrsam —greatly; djahdra —collected; ulbanam —great; krodham — 
anger; kridyamdnah —being played with; ahi-rdt —a great cobra; iva —like. 
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TRANSLATION 


Sri Maitreya said: The demon, being thus challenged by the Personality of Godhead, 
became angry and agitated, and he trembled in anger like a challenged cobra. 


PURPORT 


A cobra is very fierce before ordinary persons, but before an enchanter who can play 
with him, he is a plaything. Similarly, a demon may be very powerful in his own domain, 
but before the Lord he is insignificant. The demon Ravana was a fierce figure before the 
demigods, but when he was before Lord Ramacandra he trembled and prayed to his 

A 

deity. Lord Siva, but to no avail. 


SB 3.18.14 

TEXT 14 


airaiu ii ii 


srjann amarsitah svdsdn 
manyu-pracalitendriyah 
dsddya tarasd daityo 
gadayd nyahanad dharim 

SYNONYMS 

srjan —giving out; amarsitah —being angry; svdsdn —breaths; manyu —by wrath; 
pracalita —agitated; indriyah —whose senses; dsddya —attacking; tarasd —quickly; 
daityah —the demon; gadayd —with his mace; nyahanat —struck; harim —Lord Hari. 

TRANSLATION 

Hissing indignantly, all his senses shaken by wrath, the demon quickly sprang upon the 
Lord and dealt Him a blow with his powerful mace. 

SB 3.18.15 

TEXT 15 
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3frag^#Tt II n II 


bhagavdrfis tu gadd-vegarh 
visrstarh ripunorasi 
avancayat tirasclno 
yogdrudha ivdntakam 

SYNONYMS 

bhagavdn —the Lord; tu —however; gadd-vegam —the blow of the mace; visrstam — 
thrown; ripund —by the enemy; urasi —at His breast; avancayat —dodged; tirascinah — 
aside; yoga-drudhah —an accomplished yogi; iva —like; antakam —death. 

TRANSLATION 

The Lord, however, by moving slightly aside, dodged the violent mace-blow aimed at His 
breast by the enemy, just as an accomplished yogi would elude death. 

PURPORT 

The example is given herein that the perfect yogi can overcome a deathblow although it 
is offered by the laws of nature. It is useless for a demon to beat the transcendental body 
of the Lord with a powerful mace, for no one can surpass His prowess. Those who are 
advanced transcendentalists are freed from the laws of nature, and even a deathblow 
cannot act on them. Superficially it may be seen that a yogi is attacked by a deathblow, 
but by the grace of the Lord he can overcome many such attacks for the service of the 
Lord. As the Lord exists by His own independent prowess, by the grace of the Lord the 
devotees also exist for His service. 

SB 3.18.16 

TEXT 16 

WHIclI'il WFRWfftm: I 

punar gaddrfi svdm dddya 
bhrdmayantam abhlksnasah 
abhyadhdvad dharih kruddhah 
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sarhrambhad dasta-dacchadam 

SYNONYMS 

punah —again; gadam —mace; svdm —his; adaya —having taken; bhrdmayantam — 
brandishing; abhiksnasah —repeatedly; abhyadhdvat —rushed to meet; harih —the 
Personality of Godhead; kruddhah —angry; sarhrambhdt —in rage; dasta —bitten; 
dacchadam —his lip. 


TRANSLATION 

The Personality of Godhead now exhibited His anger and rushed to meet the demon, who 
bit his lip in rage, took up his mace again and began to repeatedly brandish it about. 

SB 3.18.17 

TEXT 17 

1 ^ II II 

tatas ca gadaydrdtirh 
daksinasydrh bhruvi prabhuh 
djaghne sa tu tdrfi saumya 
gadayd kovido 'hanat 

SYNONYMS 

tatah —then; ca—and; gadayd —with His mace; ardtim —the enemy; daksinasydm —on 
the right; bhruvi —on the brow; prabhuh —the Lord; djaghne —struck; sah —the Lord; 
tu —but; tarn—the mace; saumya —O gentle Vidura; gadayd —with his mace; kovidah — 
expert; ahanat —he saved himself. 


TRANSLATION 

Then with His mace the Lord struck the enemy on the right of his brow, but since the 
demon was expert in fighting, O gentle Vidura, he protected himself by a maneuver of his 
own mace. 


SB 3.18.18 


43 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 









TEXT 18 


yy>®^|c|.^lc^HRl^y4: II II 

evarh gadabhyarn gurvlbhydrh 
haryakso harir eva ca 
jigisayd susamrabdhdv 
anyonyam abhijaghnatuh 

SYNONYMS 

evam —in this way; gaddbhydm —with their maces; gurvibhydm —huge; haryaksah —the 
demon Haryaksa (Hiranyaksa); harih —Lord Hari; eva —certainly; ca —and; jigisaya— 
with a desire for victory; susamrabdhau —enraged; anyonyam —each other; 
abhijaghnatuh —they struck. 


TRANSLATION 

In this way, the demon Haryaksa and the Lord, the Personality of Godhead, struck each 
other with their huge maces, each enraged and seeking his own victory. 


PURPORT 

Haryaksa is another name for Hiranyaksa, the demon. 


TEXT 19 



II n II 


tayoh sprdhos tigma-gaddhatdngayoh 
ksatdsrava-ghrdna-vivrddha-manyvoh 
vicitra-mdrgdrhs carator jigisayd 


SB 3.18.19 
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vyabhad ilayam iva susminor mrdhah 


SYNONYMS 

tayoh —them; sprdhoh —the two combatants; tigma —pointed; gadd —by the maces; 
dhata —injured; angayoh —their bodies; ksata-dsrava —blood coming out from the 
injuries; ghrdna —smell; vivrddha —increased; manyvoh —anger; vicitra —of various 
kinds; mdrgdn —maneuvers; caratoh —performing; jiglsayd —with a desire to win; 
vyabhdt —it looked like; ildydm —for the sake of a cow (or the earth); iva —like; 
susminoh —of two bulls; mrdhah —an encounter. 

TRANSLATION 

There was keen rivalry between the two combatants; both had sustained injuries on their 
bodies from the blows of each other's pointed maces, and each grew more and more 
enraged at the smell of blood on his person. In their eagerness to win, they performed 
maneuvers of various kinds, and their contest looked like an encounter between two 
forceful bulls for the sake of a cow. 


PURPORT 

Here the earth planet is called ild. This earth was formerly known as Ilavrta-varsa, and 
when Maharaja Pariksit ruled the earth it was called Bharata-varsa. Actually, Bharata- 
varsa is the name for the entire planet, but gradually Bharata-varsa has come to mean 
India. As India has recently been divided into Pakistan and Hindustan, similarly the 
earth was formerly called Ilavrta-varsa, but gradually as time passed it was divided by 
national boundaries. 


SB 3.18.20 

TEXT 20 

w- 

II II 

daityasya yajfidvayavasya mdyd- 
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grhlta-vdrdha-tanor mahdtmanah 
kauravya mahydrh dvisator vimardanarh 
didrksur dgdd rsibhir vrtah svardt 

SYNONYMS 

daityasya —of the demon; yajna-avayavasya —of the Personality of Godhead (of whose 
body yajna is a part); mdyd —through His potency; grhita —was assumed; vdrdha —of a 
boar; tanoh —whose form; mahd-dtmanah —of the Supreme Lord; kauravya —O Vidura 
(descendant of Kuru); mahydm —for the sake of the world; dvisatoh —of the two 
enemies; vimardanam —the fight; didrksuh —desirous to see; dgdt —came; rsibhih —by 
the sages; vrtah —accompanied; svardt —Brahma. 

TRANSLATION 

O descendant of Kuru, Brahma, the most independent demigod of the universe, 
accompanied by his followers, came to see the terrible fight for the sake of the world 
between the demon and the Personality of Godhead, who appeared in the form of a boar. 

PURPORT 

The fight between the Lord, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and the demon is 
compared to a fight between bulls for the sake of a cow. The earth planet is also called 
go, or cow. As bulls fight between themselves to ascertain who will have union with a 
cow, there is always a constant fight between the demons and the Supreme Lord or His 
representative for supremacy over the earth. Here the Lord is significantly described as 
yajndvayava. One should not consider the Lord to have the body of an ordinary boar. He 
can assume any form, and He possesses all such forms eternally. It is from Him that all 
other forms have emanated. This boar form is not to be considered the form of an 
ordinary hog; His body is actually full of yajna, or worshipful offerings. Yajna (sacrifices) 
are offered to Visnu. Yajna means the body of Visnu. His body is not material; therefore 
He should not be taken to be an ordinary boar. 

Brahma is described in this verse as svardt. Actually, full independence is exclusive to 
the Lord Himself, but as part and parcel of the Supreme Lord, every living entity has a 
minute quantity of independence. Each and every one of the living entities within this 
universe has this minute independence, but Brahma, being the chief of all living 
entities, has a greater potential of independence than any other. He is the 
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representative of Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and has been assigned to 
preside over universal affairs. All other demigods work for him; therefore he is described 
here as svardt. He is always accompanied by great sages and transcendentalists, all of 
whom came to see the bullfight between the demon and the Lord. 


SB 3.18.21 

TEXT 21 


II II 


dsanna-saundlram apeta-sadhvasarh 
krta-pratlkdram ahdrya-vikramam 
vilaksya daityarh bhagavdn sahasra-nir 
jagada ndrdyanam adi-sukaram 

SYNONYMS 

dsanna —attained; saundlram —power; apeta —devoid of; sadhvasam —fear; krta — 
making; pratlkdram —opposition; ahdrya —unopposable; vikramam —having power; 
vilaksya —having seen; daityam —the demon; bhagavdn —the worshipful Brahma; 
sahasra-nlh —the leader of thousands of sages; jagdda —addressed; ndrdyanam —Lord 
Narayana; ddi —the original; sukaram —having the form of a boar. 

TRANSLATION 

After arriving at the place of combat, Brahma, the leader of thousands of sages and 
transcendentalists, saw the demon, who had attained such unprecedented power that no 
one could fight with him. Brahma then addressed Narayana, who was assuming the form 
of a boar for the first time. 


TEXTS 22-23 


SB 3.18.22, SB 3.18.23, SB 3.18.22-23 
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f^OTPili #riWi^ ^idHIHmNWIH, II II 

3F^qgj||^qt c^l+Hdft ^^o^cp; II || 

brahmovdca 
esa te deva devanam 
anghri-mulam upeyusdm 
viprdndrh saurabheylndm 
bhutdndm apy andgasdm 

dgas-krd bhaya-krd duskrd 
asmad-rdddha-varo 'surah 
anvesann apratiratho 
lokdn atati kantakah 

SYNONYMS 

brahmd uvdca —Lord Brahma said; esah —this demon; te —Your; deva —O Lord; 
devdndm —to the demigods; anghri-mulam —Your feet; upeyusdm —to those having 
obtained; viprdndm —to the brdhmanas; saurabheylndm —to the cows; bhutdndm —to 
ordinary living entities; api —also; andgasdm —innocent; dgah-krt —an offender; bhaya- 
krt —a source of fear; duskrt —wrongdoer; asmat —from me; rdddha-varah —having 
attained a boon; asurah —a demon; anvesan—searching; apratirathah —having no proper 
combatant; lokdn —all over the universe; atati —he wanders; kantakah —being a 
pinprick for everyone. 


TRANSLATION 

Lord Brahma said: My dear Lord, this demon has proved to be a constant pinprick to the 
demigods, the brahmanas, the cows and innocent persons who are spotless and always 
dependent upon worshiping Your lotus feet. He has become a source of fear by 
unnecessarily harassing them. Since he has attained a boon from me, he has become a 
demon, always searching for a proper combatant, wandering all over the universe for this 
infamous purpose. 
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PURPORT 


There are two classes of living entities; one is called sura, or the demigods, and the other 
is called asura, or the demons. Demons are generally fond of worshiping the demigods, 
and there are evidences that by such worship they get extensive power for their sense 
gratification. This later proves to be a cause of trouble to the brdhmanas, demigods and 
other innocent living entities. Demons habitually find fault with the demigods, 
brdhmanas and innocent, to whom they are a constant source of fear. The way of the 
demon is to take power from the demigods and then tease the demigods themselves. 
There is an instance of a great devotee of Lord Siva who obtained a boon from Lord 

A 

Siva that the head of whomever he touched with his hand would come off its trunk. As 
soon as the boon was offered to him, the demon wanted to touch the very head of Lord 
Siva. That is their way. The devotees of the Supreme Personality of Godhead do not, 
however, ask any favor for sense gratification. Even if they are offered liberation, they 
refuse it. They are happy simply engaging in the transcendental loving service of the 
Lord. 


SB 3.18.24 

TEXT 24 

II II 

mainarh mdydvinarh drptarh 
nirafikusam asattamam 
dkrida bdlavad deva 
yathdsivisam utthitam 

SYNONYMS 

md —do not; enam —him; mdyd-vinam —skilled in conjuring tricks; drptam —arrogant; 
nirankusam —self-sufficient; asat-tamam —most wicked; dkrida —play with; bdla-vat — 
like a child; deva —O Lord; yathd —as; dslvisam —a serpent; utthitam —aroused. 

TRANSLATION 

Lord Brahma continued: My dear Lord, there is no need to play with this serpentine 
demon, who is always very skilled in conjuring tricks and is arrogant, self-sufficient and 
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most wicked. 


PURPORT 

No one is unhappy when a serpent is killed. It is a practice among village boys to catch a 
serpent by the tail and play with it for some time and then kill it. Similarly, the Lord 
could have killed the demon at once, but He played with him in the same way as a child 
plays with a snake before killing it. Brahma requested, however, that since the demon 
was more wicked and undesirable than a serpent, there was no need to play with him. It 
was his wish that he be killed at once, without delay. 

SB 3.18.25 

TEXT 25 

^ ^ ^ JIM I 

M ^ MWIHIWT II II 

na yavad esa vardheta 
svdrh veldrh prdpya ddrunah 
svdrh deva mdydm dsthdya 
tdvaj jahy agham acyuta 

SYNONYMS 

na ydvat —before; esah —this demon; vardheta —may increase; svam—his own; veldm — 
demoniac hour; prdpya —having reached; ddrunah —formidable; svam—Your own; 
deva —O Lord; mdydm —internal potency; dsthdya —using; tdvat —at once; jahi —kill; 
agham —the sinful one; acyuta —O infallible one. 

TRANSLATION 

Brahma continued: My dear Lord, You are infallible. Please kill this sinful demon before 
the demoniac hour arrives and he presents another formidable approach favorable to him. 
You can kill him by Your internal potency without doubt. 

SB 3.18.26 

TEXT 26 
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II II 


esd ghoratamd sandhyd 
loka-cchambat-karl prabho 
upasarpati sarvdtman 
surdndrh jayam dvaha 

SYNONYMS 

esd —this; ghora-tamd —darkest; sandhyd —evening time; loka —the world; chambat- 
kari —destroying; prabho —O Lord; upasarpati —is approaching; sarva-dtman —O Soul of 
all souls; surdndm —to the demigods; jayam —victory; dvaha —bring. 

TRANSLATION 

My Lord, the darkest evening, which covers the world, is fast approaching. Since You are 
the Soul of all souls, kindly kill him and win victory for the demigods. 

SB 3.18.27 

TEXT 27 

h\R+ 1 wiRt i 

ftraR ^ II II 

adhunaiso 'bhijin ndma 
yogo mauhurtiko hy agdt 
sivdya nas warn suhrddm 
dsu nistara dustaram 

SYNONYMS 

adhund —now; esah —this; abhijit ndma —called abhijit; yogah —auspicious; 
mauhurtikah —moment; hi —indeed; agdt —has almost passed; sivdya —for the welfare; 
nah —of us; warn —You; suhrddm —of Your friends; dsu —quickly; nistara —dispose of; 
dustaram —the formidable foe. 


TRANSLATION 
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The auspicious period known as abhijit, which is most opportune for victory, commenced 
at midday and has all but passed; therefore, in the interest of Your friends, please dispose 
of this formidable foe quickly. 

SB 3.18.28 

TEXT 28 

II II 

distya tvdrh vihitarh mrtyum 
ayam asaditah svayam 
vikramyainarfi mrdhe hatvd 
lokdn ddhehi sarmani 

SYNONYMS 

distyd —by fortune; tvdm —to You; vihitam —ordained; mrtyum —death; ayam —this 
demon; dsdditah —has come; svayam —of his own accord; vikramya —exhibiting Your 
prowess; enam —him; mrdhe —in the duel; hatvd —killing; lokdn —the worlds; ddhehi — 
establish; sarmani —in peace. 


TRANSLATION 

This demon, luckily for us, has come of his own accord to You, his death ordained by 
You; therefore, exhibiting Your ways, kill him in the duel and establish the worlds in 
peace. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Eighteenth Chapter, of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "The Battle Between Lord Boar and the Demon Hiranydksa." 

SB 3.19: The Killing of the Demon Hiranyaksa 


19, The Killing of the Demon Hiranyaksa 


SB 3.19.1 
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TEXTl 


II ? II 

maitreya uvdca 
avadharya virincasya 
nirvyalikdmrtarh vacah 
prahasya prema-garbhena 
tad apdngena so 'grahlt 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —Maitreya said; avadhdrya —after hearing; virincasya —of Lord Brahma; 
nirvyahka —free from all sinful purposes; amrtam —nectarean; vacah —words; 
prahasya —heartily laughing; prema-garbhena —laden with love; tat —those words; 
apdngena —with a glance; sah —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; agrahit — 
accepted. 


TRANSLATION 

Sri Maitreya said: After hearing the words of Brahma, the creator, which were free from 
all sinful purposes and as sweet as nectar, the Lord heartily laughed and accepted his 
prayer with a glance laden with love. 


PURPORT 

The word nirvyahka is very significant. The prayers of the demigods or devotees of the 
Lord are free from all sinful purposes, but the prayers of demons are always filled with 
sinful purposes. The demon Hiranyaksa became powerful by deriving a boon from 
Brahma, and after attaining that boon he created a disturbance because of his sinful 
intentions. The prayers of Brahma and other demigods are not to be compared to the 
prayers of the demons. Their purpose is to please the Supreme Lord; therefore the Lord 
smiled and accepted the prayer to kill the demon. Demons, who are never interested in 
praising the Supreme Personality of Godhead because they have no information of Him, 
go to the demigods, and in Bhagavad-gitd this is condemned. Persons who go to the 


53 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 









demigods and pray for advancement in sinful activities are considered to be bereft of all 
intelligence. Demons have lost all intelligence because they do not know what is 
actually their self-interest. Even if they have information of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, they decline to approach Him; it is not possible for them to get their desired 
boons from the Supreme Lord because their purposes are always sinful. It is said that the 
dacoits in Bengal used to worship the goddess Kali for fulfillment of their sinful desires 
to plunder others' property, but they never went to a Visnu temple because they might 
have been unsuccessful in praying to Visnu. Therefore the prayers of the demigods or 
the devotees of the Supreme Personality of Godhead are always untinged by sinful 
purposes. 

SB 3.19.2 

TEXT 2 

II ? II 

tatah sapatnarh mukhatas 
carantam akuto-bhayam 
jaghdnotpatya gadaya 
handv asuram aksajah 

SYNONYMS 

tatah —then; sapatnam —enemy; mukhatah —in front of Him; carantam —stalking; 
akutah-bhayam —fearlessly; jaghdna —struck; utpatya —after springing up; gadayd —with 
His mace; hanau —at the chin; asuram —the demon; aksa-jah —the Lord, who was born 
from the nostril of Brahma. 


TRANSLATION 

The Lord, who had appeared from the nostril of Brahma, sprang and aimed His mace at 
the chin of His enemy, the Hiranyaksa demon, who was stalking fearlessly before Him. 

SB 3.19.3 

TEXT 3 

HT M ^ WIT qWW^I 
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sd hatd tend gadaya 
vihatd bhagavat-kardt 
vighurnitdpatad reje 
tad adbhutam ivdbhavat 

SYNONYMS 

sd —that mace; hatd —struck; tena —by Hiranyaksa; gadayd —with his mace; vihatd — 
slipped; bhagavat —of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; kardt —from the hand; 
vighurnitd —whirling; apatat —fell down; reje—was shining; tat —that; adbhutam — 
miraculous; iva —indeed; abhavat —was. 

TRANSLATION 

Struck by the demon’s mace, however, the Lord's mace slipped from His hand and looked 
splendid as it fell down whirling. This was miraculous, for the mace was blazing 
wonderfully. 

SB 3.19.4 

TEXT 4 

II H II 

sa tadd labdha-tlrtho 'pi 
na babddhe nirdyudham 
mdnayan sa mrdhe dharmarh 
visvaksenarh prakopayan 

SYNONYMS 

sah —that Hiranyaksa; tadd —then; labdha-tlrthah —having gained an excellent 
opportunity; api —although; na —not; babddhe —attacked; nirdyudham —having no 
weapon; mdnayan —respecting; sah —Hiranyaksa; mrdhe —in battle; dharmam —the 
code of combat; visvaksenam —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; prakopayan — 
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making angry. 


TRANSLATION 

Even though the demon had an excellent opportunity to strike his unarmed foe without 
obstruction, he respected the law of single combat, thereby kindling the fury of the 
Supreme Lord. 

SB 3.19.5 

TEXTS 

MH'illHW ^ II II 

gaddyam apaviddhayam 
hdhd-kdre vinirgate 
mdnaydm dsa tad-dharmam 
sundbharh casmarad vibhuh 

SYNONYMS 

gaddyam —as His mace; apaviddhdydm —fell; hdhd-kdre —a cry of alarm; vinirgate — 
arose; mdnaydm dsa —acknowledged; tat —of Hiranyaksa; dharmam —righteousness; 
sundbham —the Sudarsana cakra; ca —and; asmarat —remembered; vibhuh —the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


TRANSLATION 

As the Lord's mace fell to the ground and a cry of alarm arose from the witnessing crowd 
of gods and rsis, the Personality of Godhead acknowledged the demon's love of 
righteousness and therefore invoked His Sudarsana discus. 

SB 3.19.6 

TEXT 6 
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^ II 5 II 


tarn vyagra-cakrarh diti-putradhamena 
sva-pdrsada-mukhyena visajjarndnam 
citrd vdco 'tad-viddrh khe-cardridrh 
tatra smdsan svasti te 'murh jahiti 

SYNONYMS 

tarn —unto the Personality of Godhead; vyagra —revolving; cakram —whose discus; diti- 
putra —son of Diti; adhamena —vile; sva-pdrsada —of His associates; mukhyena —with 
the chief; visaijamdnam —playing; citrdh —various; vdcah —expressions; a-tat-viddm —of 
those who did not know; khe-cardndm —flying in the sky; tatra —there; sma dsan — 
occurred; svasti —fortune; te —unto You; amum —him; ja/ii—please kill; iti —thus. 

TRANSLATION 

As the discus began to revolve in the Lord’s hands and the Lord contended at close 
quarters with the chief of His Vaikuntha attendants, who had been born as Hiranyaksa, a 
vile son of Diti, there issued from every direction strange expressions uttered by those 
who were witnessing from airplanes. They had no knowledge of the Lord’s reality, and 
they cried, ’’May victory attend You! Pray dispatch him. Play no more with him.” 

SB 3.19.7 

TEXT? 

m II 'S II 

sa tarn nisdmydtta-rathdfigam agrato 
vyavasthitarh padma-paldsa-locanam 
vilokya cdmarsa-pariplutendriyo 
rusd sva-danta-cchadam ddasac chvasan 


57 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 













SYNONYMS 


sah —that demon; tam —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; nisdmya —after seeing; 
dtta-rathdngam —armed with the Sudarsana disc; agratah —before him; vyavasthitam — 
standing in position; padma —lotus flower; paldsa —petals; locanam —eyes; vilokya — 
after seeing; ca —and; amarsa —by indignation; paripluta —overpowered; indriyah —his 
senses; rusd —with great resentment; sva-danta-chadam —his own lip; ddasat —bit; 
svasan —hissing. 


TRANSLATION 

When the demon saw the Personality of Godhead, who had eyes just like lotus petals, 
standing in position before him, armed with His Sudarsana discus, his senses were 
overpowered by indignation. He began to hiss like a serpent, and he bit his lip in great 
resentment. 

SB 3.19.8 

TEXTS 

3lPl^ WJK-III II == II 


kardla-darhstras caksurbhydrfi 
sancaksdno dahann iva 
abhiplutya sva-gadayd 
hato 'slty dhanad dharim 

SYNONYMS 

kardla —fearful; darhstrah —having tusks; caksurbhydm —with both eyes; sancaksdnah — 
staring; dahan —burning; iva —as if; abhiplutya —attacking; sva-gadayd —with his own 
club; hatah —slain; asi —You are; iti —thus; dhanat —struck; harim —at Hari. 

TRANSLATION 

The demon, who had fearful tusks, stared at the Personality of Godhead as though to 
burn Him. Springing into the air, he aimed his mace at the Lord, exclaiming at the same 
time, "You are slain!" 
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TEXT 9 


SB 3.19.9 


^1^ fW: II II 

padd savyena tarn sadho 
bhagavdn yajna-sukarah 
lllayd misatah satroh 
praharad vdta-rarnhasam 

SYNONYMS 

padd —with His foot; savyena —left; tdm —that mace; sddho —O Vidura; bhagavdn —the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; yajna-sukarah —in His boar form, the enjoyer of all 
sacrifices; lllayd —playfully; misatah —looking on; satroh —of His enemy (Hiranyaksa); 
prdharat —knocked down; vdta-rarnhasam —having the force of a tempest. 

TRANSLATION 

O saintly Vidura, while His enemy looked on, the Lord in His boar form, the enjoyer of 
all sacrificial offerings, playfully knocked down the mace with His left foot, even as it 
came upon Him with the force of a tempest. 

SB 3.19.10 

TEXT 10 

dha cdyudham ddhatsva 
ghatasva tvarh jiglsasi 
ity uktah sa tadd bhuyas 
tddayan vyanadad bhrsam 

SYNONYMS 

dha —He said; ca—and; dyudham —weapon; ddhatsva —take up; ghatasva —try; warn — 
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you; jiglsasi —are eager to conquer; iti —thus; uktah —challenged; sah —Hiranyaksa; 
tadd —at that time; bhiiyah —again; tadayan —striking at; vyanadat —roared; bhrsam — 
loudly. 


TRANSLATION 

The Lord then said: ’’Take up your weapon and try again, eager as you are to conquer 
Me." Challenged in these words, the demon aimed his mace at the Lord and once more 
loudly roared. 

SB3.19.il 

TEXT 11 

mi wfH II ?? II 

tarn sa dpatatlrh vlksya 
bhagavdn samavasthitah 
jagrdha lilayd prdptdrh 
garutmdn iva pannagim 

SYNONYMS 

tarn—that mace; sah —He; dpatatim —flying toward; vlksya —after seeing; bhagavdn — 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead; samavasthitah —stood firmly; jagrdha —caught; 
lilayd —easily; prdptdm —entered into His presence; garutmdn —Garuda; iva —as; 
pannagim —a serpent. 


TRANSLATION 

When the Lord saw the mace flying toward Him, He stood firmly where He was and 
caught it with the same ease as Garuda, the king of birds, would seize a serpent. 

SB 3.19.12 

TEXT 12 

wini I 
dO-ilHHi fl’raw: II ?? II 
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sva-pauruse pratihate 
hata-mdno mahdsurah 
naicchad gaddrh dlyamdndrh 
harind vigata-prabhah 

SYNONYMS 

sva-pauruse —his valor; pratihate —frustrated; hata —destroyed; mdnah —pride; mahd- 
asurah —the great demon; na aicchat —desired not (to take); gaddm —the mace; 
dlyamdndm —being offered; harind —by Hari; vigata-prabhah —reduced in splendor. 

TRANSLATION 

His valor thus frustrated, the great demon felt humiliated and was put out of 
countenance. He was reluctant to take back the mace when it was offered by the 
Personality of Godhead. 

SB 3.19.13 

TEXT 13 

II ?? II 

jagrdha tri-sikharh sularh 
jvalaj-jvalana-lolupam 
yajndya dhrta-rupdya 
viprdydbhicaran yathd 

SYNONYMS 

jagrdha —took up; tri-sikham —three-pointed; sulam —trident; jvalat —flaming; 
jvalana —fire; lolupam —rapacious; yajndya —at the enjoyer of all sacrifices; dhrta- 
rupdya —in the form of Varaha; viprdya —unto a brdhmana; abhicaran —acting 
malevolently; yathd —as. 


TRANSLATION 

He now took a trident which was as rapacious as a flaming fire and hurled it against the 
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Lord, the enjoyer of all sacrifices, even as one would use penance for a malevolent 
purpose against a holy brahmana. 

SB 3.19.14 

TEXT 14 

II II 

tad ojasd daitya-maha-bhatarpitam 
cakasad antah-kha udlrna-dldhiti 
cakrena ciccheda nisdta-nemind 
harir yathd tdrksya-patatram ujjhitam 

SYNONYMS 

tat —that trident; ojasd —with all his strength; daitya —among the demons; mahd- 
bhata —by the mighty fighter; arpitam —hurled; cakdsat —shining; antah-khe —in the 
middle of the sky; udirna —increased; didhiti —illumination; cakrena —by the Sudarsana 
disc; ciccheda —He cut to pieces; nisdta —sharpened; nemind —rim; harih —Indra; 
yathd —as; tdrksya —of Garuda; patatram —the wing; ujihitam —abandoned. 

TRANSLATION 

Hurled by the mighty demon with all his strength, the flying trident shone brightly in the 
sky. The Personality of Godhead, however, tore it to pieces with His discus Sudarsana, 
which had a sharp-edged rim, even as Indra cut off a wing of Garuda. 

PURPORT 

The context of the reference given herein regarding Garuda and Indra is this. Once 
upon a time, Garuda, the carrier of the Lord, snatched away a nectar pot from the hands 
of the demigods in heaven in order to liberate his mother, Vinata, from the clutches of 
his stepmother, Kadru, the mother of the serpents. On learning of this, Indra, the King 
of heaven, hurled his thunderbolt against Garuda. With a view to respect the 
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infallibility of Indra's weapon, Garuda, though otherwise invincible, being the Lord's 
own mount, dropped one of his wings, which was shattered to pieces by the thunderbolt. 
The inhabitants of higher planets are so sensible that even in the process of fighting 
they observe the preliminary rules and regulations of gentleness. In this case, Garuda 
wanted to show respect for Indra; since he knew that Indra's weapon must destroy 
something, he offered his wing. 

SB 3.19.15 

TEXT 15 

^ II n II 

vrkne sva-sule bahudharina hareh 
pratyetya vistlrnam uro vibhutimat 
pravrddha-rosah sa kathora-mustind 
nadan prahrtydntaradhlyatasurah 

SYNONYMS 

vrkne —when cut; sva-sule —his trident; bahudha —to many pieces; arind —by the 
Sudarsana cakra; hareh —of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; pratyetya —after 
advancing toward; vistlrnam —broad; urah —chest; vibhuti-mat —the abode of the 
goddess of fortune; pravrddha —having been increased; rosah —anger; sah —Hiranyaksa; 
kathora —hard; mustind —with his fist; nadan —roaring; prahrtya —after striking; 
antaradhiyata —disappeared; asurah —the demon. 

TRANSLATION 

The demon was enraged when his trident was cut to pieces by the discus of the 
Personality of Godhead. He therefore advanced toward the Lord and, roaring aloud, 
struck his hard fist against the Lord's broad chest, which bore the mark of Srivatsa. Then 
he went out of sight. 


PURPORT 
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Srivatsa is a curl of white hair on the chest of the Lord which is a special sign of His 
being the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In Vaikunthaloka or in Goloka Vrndavana, 
the inhabitants are exactly of the same form as the Personality of Godhead, but by this 

A 

Srivatsa mark on the chest of the Lord He is distinguished from all others. 

SB 3.19.16 

TEXT 16 

^ ^ II II 

tenettham dhatah ksattar 
hhagavdn adi-sukarah 
ndkampata mandk kvdpi 
srajd hata iva dvipah 

SYNONYMS 

tena —by Hiranyaksa; ittham —thus; dhatah —struck; ksattah —O Vidura; hhagavdn —the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; ddi-sukarah —the first boar; na akampata —did not 
feel quaking; mandk —even slightly; kva api —anywhere; srajd —by a garland of flowers; 
hatah —struck; iva —as; dvipah —an elephant. 

TRANSLATION 

Hit in this manner by the demon, O Vidura, the Lord, who had appeared as the first boar, 
did not feel the least quaking in any part of His body, any more than an elephant would 
when struck with a wreath of flowers. 


PURPORT 

As previously explained, the demon was originally a servitor of the Lord in Vaikuntha, 
but somehow or other he fell as a demon. His fight with the Supreme Lord was meant 
for his liberation. The Lord enjoyed the striking on His transcendental body, just like a 
fully grown-up father fighting with his child. Sometimes a father takes pleasure in 
having a mock fight with his small child, and similarly the Lord felt Hiranyaksa's 
striking on His body to be like flowers offered for worship. In other words, the Lord 
desired to fight in order to enjoy His transcendental bliss; therefore He enjoyed the 
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attack. 


TEXT 17 



'iil'iHiM I 


^ Picil+n n<5iiawi 



I'a II 


SB 3.19.17 


athorudhasrjan mdydrh 
yoga-mdyesvare harau 
ydrh vilokya prajds trastd 
menire 'syopasarhyamam 

SYNONYMS 

atha —then; urudhd —in many ways; asrjat —he cast; mdydm —conjuring tricks; yoga- 
mdyd-isvare —the Lord of yogamdyd; harau —at Hari; ydm —which; vilokya —after 
seeing; prajdh —the people; trastdh —fearful; menire —thought; asya —of this universe; 
upasarhyamam —the dissolution. 


TRANSLATION 

The demon, however, employed many conjuring tricks against the Personality of 
Godhead, who is the Lord of yogamaya. At the sight of this the people were filled with 
alarm and thought that the dissolution of the universe was near. 

PURPORT 

The fighting enjoyment of the Supreme Lord with His devotee, who had been converted 
into a demon, appeared severe enough to bring about the dissolution of the universe. 
This is the greatness of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; even the wavering of His 
little finger appears to be a great and very dangerous movement in the eyes of the 
inhabitants of the universe. 


SB 3.19.18 

TEXT 18 
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^ II II 


pravavurvdyavas candds 
tamah pdrhsavam airayan 
digbhyo nipetur grdvdnah 
ksepanaih prahitd iva 

SYNONYMS 

pravavuh —were blowing; vdyavah —winds; canddh —fierce; tamah —darkness; 
pdrhsavam —caused by dust; airayan —were spreading; digbhyah —from every direction; 
nipetuh —came down; grdvdriah —stones; ksepariaih —by machine guns; prahitdh — 
thrown; iva —as if. 


TRANSLATION 

Fierce winds began to blow from all directions, spreading darkness occasioned by dust and 
hail storms; stones came in volleys from every corner, as if thrown by machine guns. 

SB 3.19.19 

TEXT 19 

II n ii 

dyaur nasta-bhagandbhraughaih 
sa-vidyut-stanayitnubhih 
varsadbhih puya-kesdsrg- 
viri-mutrdsthini cdsakrt 

SYNONYMS 

dyauh —the sky; nasta —having disappeared; bha-gana —luminaries; abhra —of clouds; 
oghaih —by masses; sa —accompanied by; vidyut —lightning; stanayitnubhih —and 
thunder; varsadbhih —raining; puya —pus; kesa —hair; asrk —blood; vit —stool; mutra — 
urine; asthlni —bones; ca—and; asakrt —again and again. 
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TRANSLATION 


The luminaries in outer space disappeared due to the sky's being overcast with masses of 
clouds, which were accompanied by lightning and thunder. The sky rained pus, hair, 
blood, stool, urine and bones. 

SB 3.19.20 

TEXT 20 

II ?o II 

girayah pratyadrsyanta 
nanayudha-muco 'nagha 
dig-vdsaso yatudhanyah 
sulinyo mukta-murdhajah 

SYNONYMS 

girayah —mountains; pratyadrsyanta —appeared; nana—various; ayudha —weapons; 
mucah —discharging; anagha —O sinless Vidura; dik-vasasah —naked; yatudhanyah — 
demonesses; sulinyah —armed with tridents; mukta —hanging loose; murdhajah —hair. 

TRANSLATION 

O sinless Vidura, mountains discharged weapons of various kinds, and naked demonesses 
armed with tridents appeared with their hair hanging loose. 

SB 3.19.21 

TEXT 21 

siHdiRifti’^ei II 5? II 

bahubhir yaksa-raksobhih 
patty-asva-ratha-kunjaraih 
dtatdyibhir utsrstd 
hirfisrd vdco 'tivaisasdh 
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SYNONYMS 


bahubhih —by many; yaksa-raksobhih —Yaksas and Raksasas; patti —marching on foot; 
asva —on horses; ratha —on chariots; kunjaraih —or on elephants; dtatdyibhih —ruffians; 
utsrstdh —were uttered; hirfisrdh —cruel; vdcah —words; ati-vaisasdh —murderous. 

TRANSLATION 

Cruel and savage slogans were uttered by hosts of ruffian Yaksas and Raksasas, who all 
either marched on foot or rode on horses, elephants or chariots. 

SB 3.19.22 

TEXT 22 

II 

prdduskrtdndrh mdydndm 
dsurindrh vindsayat 
sudarsandstrarh bhagavdn 
prdyunkta dayitarh tri-pdt 

SYNONYMS 

prdduskrtdndm —displayed; mdydndm —the magical forces; dsurlndm —displayed by the 
demon; vindsayat —desiring to destroy; sudarsana-astram —the Sudarsana weapon; 
bhagavdn —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; prdyunkta —threw; dayitam —beloved; 
tri-pdt —the enjoyer of all sacrifices. 

TRANSLATION 

The Lord, the personal enjoyer of all sacrifices, now discharged His beloved Sudarsana, 
which was capable of dispersing the magical forces displayed by the demon. 

PURPORT 

Even famous yogis and demons can sometimes enact very magical feats by their mystic 
power, but in the presence of the Sudarsana cakra, when it is let loose by the Lord, all 
such magical jugglery is dispersed. The instance of the quarrel between Durvasa Muni 
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and Maharaja Ambarisa is a practical example in this matter. Durvasa Muni wanted to 
display many magical wonders, but when the Sudarsana cakra appeared, Durvasa himself 
was afraid and fled to various planets for his personal protection. The Lord is described 
here as tri-pdt, which means that He is the enjoyer of three kinds of sacrifices. In 
Bhagavad-gltd the Lord confirms that He is the beneficiary and enjoyer of all sacrifices, 
penances and austerities. The Lord is the enjoyer of three kinds of yajna. As further 
described in Bhagavad-gltd, there are sacrifices of goods, sacrifices of meditation and 
sacrifices of philosophical speculation. Those on the paths of jndna, yoga and karma all 
have to come in the end to the Supreme Lord because vdsudevah sarvam hi IBg. 7.19]— 
the Supreme Lord is the ultimate enjoyer of everything. That is the perfection of all 
sacrifice. 

SB 3.19.23 

TEXT 23 

y1G,| I 

II 59 II 

tadd diteh samabhavat 
sahasd hrdi vepathuh 
smarantyd bhartur ddesarh 
standc cdsrk prasusruve 

SYNONYMS 

tadd —at that moment; diteh —of Diti; samabhavat —occurred; sahasd —suddenly; hrdi — 
in the heart; vepathuh —a shudder; smarantydh —recalling; bhartuh —of her husband, 
Kasyapa; ddesam —the words; standt —from her breast; ca—and; asrk —blood; 
prasusruve —flowed. 


TRANSLATION 

At that very moment, a shudder suddenly ran through the heart of Diti, the mother of 
Hiranyaksa. She recalled the words of her husband, Kasyapa, and blood flowed from her 
breasts. 


PURPORT 


69 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 








At Hiranyaksa's last moment, his mother, Diti, remembered what her husband had said. 
Although her sons would be demons, they would have the advantage of being killed by 
the Personality of Godhead Himself. She remembered this incident by the grace of the 
Lord, and her breasts flowed blood instead of milk. In many instances we find that when 
a mother is moved by affection for her sons, milk flows from her breasts. In the case of 
the demon's mother, the blood could not transform into milk, but it flowed down her 
breasts as it was. Blood transforms into milk. To drink milk is auspicious, but to drink 
blood is inauspicious, although they are one and the same thing. This formula is 
applicable in the case of cow's milk also. 

SB 3.19.24 

TEXT 24 


fsg II II 


vinastdsu sva-mdydsu 
bhuyas cdvrajya kesavam 
rusopaguhamdno 'mum 
dadrse 'vasthitam bahih 


SYNONYMS 

vinastdsu —when dispelled; sva-mdydsu —his magic forces; bhuyah —again; ca —and; 
dvrajya —after coming into the presence; kesavam —the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead; rusd —full of rage; upaguhamdnah —embracing; amum —the Lord; dadrse — 
saw; avasthitam —standing; bahih —outside. 

TRANSLATION 

When the demon saw his magic forces dispelled, he once again came into the presence of 
the Personality of Godhead, Kesava, and, full of rage, tried to embrace Him within his 
arms to crush Him. But to his great amazement he found the Lord standing outside the 
circle of his arms. 


PURPORT 


In this verse the Lord is addressed as Kesava because He killed the demon Kesi in the 
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beginning of creation. Kesava is also a name of Krsna. Krsna is the origin of all 
incarnations, and it is confirmed in Brahma-samhitd that Govinda, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, the cause of all causes, exists simultaneously in His different 
incarnations and expansions. The demon's attempt to measure the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead is significant. The demon wanted to embrace Him with his arms, thinking 
that with his limited arms he could capture the Absolute by material power. He did not 
know that God is the greatest of the great and the smallest of the small. No one can 
capture the Supreme Lord or bring Him under his control. But the demoniac person 
always attempts to measure the length and breadth of the Supreme Lord. By His 
inconceivable potency the Lord can become the universal form, as explained in 
Bhagavad-gita, and at the same time He can remain within the box of His devotees as 
their worshipable Deity. There are many devotees who keep a statue of the Lord in a 
small box and carry it with them everywhere; every morning they worship the Lord in 
the box. The Supreme Lord, Kesava, or the Personality of Godhead, Krsna, is not bound 
by any measurement of our calculation. He can remain with His devotee in any suitable 
form, yet He is unapproachable by any amount of demoniac activities. 

SB 3.19.25 

TEXT 25 

^ ^ II II 

tarn mustibhir vinighnantarh 
vajra-sdrair adhoksajah 
/catena kama-mule 'han 
yathd tvdstrarh marut-patih 

SYNONYMS 

tarn—Hiranyaksa; mustibhih —with his fists; vinighnantam —striking; vajra-sdraih —as 
hard as a thunderbolt; adhoksajah —Lord Adhoksaja; /catena—with the hand; kama- 
mule —at the root of the ear; ahan —struck; yathd —as; tvdstram —the demon Vrtra (son 
of Tvasta); marut-patih —Indra (lord of the Maruts). 

TRANSLATION 
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The demon now began to strike the Lord with his hard fists, but Lord Adhoksaja slapped 
him in the root of the ear, even as Indra, the lord of the Maruts, hit the demon Vrtra. 

PURPORT 

The Lord is explained here to be adhoksaja, beyond the reach of all material calculation. 
Aksaja means "the measurement of our senses," and adhoksaja means "that which is 
beyond the measurement of our senses." 

SB 3.19.26 

TEXT 26 

aai II II 

sa dhato visva-jitd hy avajnayd 
paribhramad-gatra udasta-locanah 
vislrna-bahv-atighri-siroruho 'patad 
yathd nagendro lulito nabhasvatd 

SYNONYMS 

sah —he; dhatah —having been struck; visva-jitd —by the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead; hi —though; avajnayd —indifferently; paribhramat —wheeling; gdtrah —body; 
udasta —bulged out; locanah —eyes; vislrna —broken; bdhu —arms; anghri —legs; sirah- 
ruhah —hair; apatat —fell down; yathd —like; naga-indrah —a gigantic tree; lulitah — 
uprooted; nabhasvatd —by the wind. 

TRANSLATION 

Though struck indifferently by the Lord, the conqueror of all, the demon's body began to 
wheel. His eyeballs bulged out of their sockets. His arms and legs broken and the hair on 
his head scattered, he fell down dead, like a gigantic tree uprooted by the wind. 

PURPORT 
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It does not take even a moment for the Lord to kill any powerful demon, including 
Hiranyaksa. The Lord could have killed him long before, but He allowed the demon to 
display the full extent of his magical feats. One may know that by magical feats, by 
scientific advancement of knowledge or by material power one cannot become the equal 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. His one signal is sufficient to destroy all our 
attempts. His inconceivable power, as displayed here, is so strong that the demon, 
despite all his demoniac maneuvers, was killed by the Lord when the Lord desired, 
simply by one slap. 

SB 3.19.27 

TEXT 27 

31^ ^ ^ II II 

ksitau saydnarh tarn akuntha-varcasarh 
kardla-darhstrarh paridasta-dacchadam 
ajadayo vlksya sasarhsur dgatd 
aho imarh ko nu labheta sariisthitim 

SYNONYMS 

ksitau —on the ground; saydnam —lying; tarn —Hiranyaksa; akuntha —unfaded; 
varcasam —glow; kardla —fearful; darhstram —teeth; paridasta —bitten; dat-chadam — 
lip; aja-ddayah —Brahma and others; vlksya —having seen; sasarhsuh —admiringly said; 
dgatdh —arrived; aho —oh; imam —this; kah —who; nu—indeed; labheta —could meet; 
samsthitim —death. 


TRANSLATION 

Aja [Brahma] and others arrived on the spot to see the fearfully tusked demon lying on 
the ground, biting his lip. The glow of his face was yet unfaded, and Brahma admiringly 
said: Oh, who could meet such blessed death? 

PURPORT 
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Although the demon was dead, his bodily luster was unfaded. This is very peculiar 
because when a man or animal is dead, the body immediately becomes pale, the luster 
gradually fades, and decomposition takes place. But here, although Hiranyaksa lay dead, 
his bodily luster was unfaded because the Lord, the Supreme Spirit, was touching his 
body. One's bodily luster remains fresh only as long as the spirit soul is present. 

Although the demon's soul had departed his body, the Supreme Spirit touched the body, 
and therefore his bodily luster did not fade. The individual soul is different from the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. One who sees the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
when he quits his body is certainly very fortunate, and therefore personalities like 
Brahma and the other demigods eulogized the death of the demon. 

SB 3.19.28 

TEXT 28 

5 II II 

yam yogino yoga-samadhina raho 
dhydyanti lingdd asato mumuksayd 
tasyaisa daitya-rsabhah paddhato 
mukharh prapasyarhs tanum utsasarja ha 

SYNONYMS 

yam —whom; yoginah —the yogis; yoga-samddhind —in mystic trance; rahah —in 
seclusion; dhydyanti —meditate upon; lingdt —from the body; asatah —unreal; 
mumuksayd —seeking freedom; tasya —of Him; esah —this; daitya —son of Diti; 
rsabhah —the crest jewel; padd —by a foot; dhatah —struck; mukham —countenance; 
prapasyan —while gazing on; tanum —the body; utsasarja —he cast off; ha —indeed. 

TRANSLATION 

Brahma continued: He was struck by a forefoot of the Lord, whom yogis, seeking 
freedom from their unreal material bodies, meditate upon in seclusion in mystic trance. 
While gazing on His countenance, this crest jewel of Diti's sons has cast off his mortal 
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coil. 


PURPORT 


The process of yoga is very clearly described in this verse of Srimad-Bhagavatam. It is 
said here that the ultimate end of the yogis and mystics who perform meditation is to get 
rid of this material body. Therefore they meditate in secluded places to attain yogic 
trance. Yoga has to be performed in a secluded place, not in public or in a demonstration 
on stage, as nowadays practiced by many so-called yogis. Real yoga aims at ridding one of 
the material body. Yoga practice is not intended to keep the body fit and young. Such 
advertisements of so-called yoga are not approved by any standard method. Particularly 
mentioned in this verse is the word yam, or "unto whom," indicating that meditation 
should be targeted on the Personality of Godhead. Even if one concentrates his mind on 
the boar form of the Lord, that is also yoga. As confirmed in Bhagavad-glta, one who 
concentrates his mind constantly in meditation upon the Personality of Godhead in one 
of His many varieties of forms is the first-class yogi, and he can very easily attain trance 
simply by meditating upon the form of the Lord. If one is able to continue such 
meditation on the Lord's form at the time of one's death, one is liberated from this 
mortal body and is transferred to the kingdom of God. This opportunity was given to the 
demon by the Lord, and therefore Brahma and other demigods were astonished. In other 
words, the perfection of yoga practice can be attained by a demon also if he is simply 
kicked by the Lord. 


SB 3.19.29 

TEXT 29 


II II 


etau tau parsadav asya 
sapad ydtdv asad-gatim 
punah katipayaih sthdnarh 
prapatsyete ha janmabhih 


SYNONYMS 

etau —these two; tau —both; pdrsadau —personal assistants; asya —of the Personality of 
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Godhead; sdpdt —because of being cursed; ydtau —have gone; asat-gatim —to take birth 
in a demoniac family; punah —again; katipayaih —a few; sthdnam —own place; 
prapatsyete —will get back; ha —indeed; janmabhih —after births. 

TRANSLATION 

These two personal assistants of the Supreme Lord, having been cursed, have been 
destined to take birth in demoniac families. After a few such births, they will return to 
their own positions. 

SB 3.19.30 

TEXT 30 

II 9° II 

devd ucuh 

namo namas te 'khila-yajna-tantave 
sthitau grhUdmala-sattva-murtaye 
distyd hato 'yam jagatdm aruntudas 
tvat-pdda-bhaktyd vayam Isa nirvrtdh 

SYNONYMS 

devdh —the demigods; ucuh —said; namah —obeisances; namah —obeisances; te —unto 
You; akhila-yajna-tantave —the enjoyer of all sacrifices; sthitau —for the purpose of 
maintaining; grhita —assumed; amala —pure; sattva —goodness; murtaye —form; distyd — 
fortunately; hatah —slain; ayam —this; jagatdm —to the worlds; aruntudah —causing 
torment; tvat-pdda —to Your feet; bhaktyd —with devotion; vayam —we; isa —O Lord; 
nirvrtdh —have attained happiness. 


TRANSLATION 

The demigods addressed the Lord: All obeisances unto You! You are the enjoyer of all 
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sacrifices, and You have assumed the form of a boar, in pure goodness, for the purpose of 
maintaining the world. Fortunately for us, this demon, who was a torment to the worlds, 
has been slain by You, and we too, O Lord, are now at ease, in devotion to Your lotus 
feet. 


PURPORT 

The material world consists of three modes—goodness, passion and ignorance—but the 
spiritual world is pure goodness. It is said here that the form of the Lord is pure 
goodness, which means that it is not material. In the material world there is no pure 
goodness. In the Bhdgavatam the stage of pure goodness is called sattvarh visuddham. 
Visuddham means "pure." In pure goodness there is no contamination by the two inferior 
qualities, namely passion and ignorance. The form of the boar, therefore, in which the 
Lord appeared, is nothing of the material world. There are many other forms of the 
Lord, but none of them belong to the material qualities. Such forms are nondifferent 
from the Visnu form, and Visnu is the enjoyer of all sacrifices. 

The sacrifices which are recommended in the Vedas are meant to please the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. In ignorance only, people try to satisfy many other agents, but 
the real purpose of life is to satisfy the Supreme Lord, Visnu. All sacrifices are meant to 
please the Supreme Lord. The living entities who know this perfectly well are called 
demigods, godly or almost God. Since the living entity is part and parcel of the Supreme 
Lord, it is his duty to serve the Lord and please Him. The demigods are all attached to 
the Personality of Godhead, and for their pleasure the demon, who was a source of 
trouble to the world, was killed. Purified life is meant to please the Lord, and all 
sacrifices performed in purified life are called Krsna consciousness. This Krsna 
consciousness is developed by devotional service, as clearly mentioned here. 

SB 3.19.31 

TEXT 31 

II ?? II 
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maitreya uvdca 

evarh hiranydksam asahya-vikramarh 
sa sddayitvd harir ddi-sukarah 
jagdma lokarh svam akhanditotsavarh 
samlditah puskara-vistarddibhih 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —Sri Maitreya said; evam —thus; hiranydksam —Hiranyaksa; asahya- 
vikramam —very powerful; sah —the Lord; sddayitvd —after killing; harih —the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead; ddi-sukarah —the origin of the boar species; jagdma —returned; 
lokam —to His abode; svam —own; akhandita —uninterrupted; utsavam —festival; 
samiditah —being praised; puskara-vistara —lotus seat (by Lord Brahma, whose seat is a 
lotus); ddibhih —and the others. 


TRANSLATION 

Sri Maitreya continued: After thus killing the most formidable demon Hiranyaksa, the 
Supreme Lord Hari, the origin of the boar species, returned to His own abode, where 
there is always an uninterrupted festival. The Lord was praised by all the demigods, 
headed by Brahma. 


PURPORT 

The Lord is spoken of herewith as the origin of the boar species. As stated in the 
Vcddnta-sutra (1.1.2), the Absolute Truth is the origin of everything. Therefore it is to 
be understood that all 8,400,000 species of bodily forms originate from the Lord, who is 
always ddi, or the beginning. In Bhagavad-gitd Arjuna addresses the Lord as ddyam, or 
the original. Similarly, in the Brahma-sarhhitd the Lord is addressed as ddi-purusam, the 
original person. Indeed, in Bhagavad-gUd (10.8) the Lord Himself declares, mattah 
sarvarh pravartate: "From Me everything proceeds." 

In this situation the Lord assumed the shape of a boar to kill the demon Hiranyaksa and 
pick up the earth from the Garbha Ocean. Thus He became ddi-sukara, the original 
boar. In the material world a boar or pig is considered most abominable, but the ddi- 
sukara, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, was not treated as an ordinary boar. Even 
Lord Brahma and the other demigods praised the Lord's form as a boar. 

This verse confirms the statement in Bhagavad-gitd that the Lord appears as He is from 
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His transcendental abode for the sake of killing the miscreants and saving the devotees. 
By killing the demon Hiranyaksa He fulfilled His promise to kill the demons and always 
protect the demigods headed by Brahma. The statement that the Lord returned to His 
own abode indicates that He has His own particular transcendental residence. Since He 
is full of all energies, He is all-pervasive in spite of His residing in Goloka Vrndavana, 
just as the sun, although situated in a particular place within the universe, is present by 
its sunshine throughout the universe. 

Although the Lord has His particular abode in which to reside. He is all-pervasive. The 
impersonalists accept one aspect of the Lord's features, the all-pervasive aspect, but they 
cannot understand His localized situation in His transcendental abode, where He always 
engages in fully transcendental pastimes. Especially mentioned in this verse is the word 
akhanditotsavam. Utsava means "pleasure." Whenever some function takes place to 
express happiness, it is called utsava. Utsava, the expression of complete happiness, is 
always present in the Vaikunthalokas, the abode of the Lord, who is worshipable even by 
demigods like Brahma, to say nothing of other, less important entities such as human 
beings. 

The Lord descends from His abode to this world, and therefore He is called avatdra, 
which means "one who descends." Sometimes avatdra is understood to refer to an 
incarnation who assumes a material form of flesh and bone, but actually avatdra refers to 
one who descends from higher regions. The Lord's abode is situated far above this 
material sky, and He descends from that higher position; thus He is called avatdra. 

SB 3.19.32 

TEXT 32 

II II 

mayd yathdnuktam avddi te hareh 
krtdvatdrasya sumitra cestitam 
yathd hiranydksa uddra-vikramo 
mahd-mrdhe krldanavan nirdkrtah 

SYNONYMS 
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mayd —by me; yathd —as; anuktam —told; avddi —was explained; te —to you; hareh —of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead; krta-avatdrasya —who assumed the incarnation; 
sumitra —O dear Vidura; cestitam —the activities; yathd —as; hiranydksah —Hiranyaksa; 
uddra —very extensive; vikramah —prowess; mahd-mrdhe —in a great fight; kridana- 
vat —like a plaything; nirdkrtah —was killed. 

TRANSLATION 

Maitreya continued: My dear Vidura, I have explained to you the Personality of 
Godhead's coming down as the first boar incarnation and killing in a great fight a demon 
of unprecedented prowess as if he were just a plaything. This has been narrated by me as 
I heard it from my predecessor spiritual master. 

PURPORT 

Here the sage Maitreya admits that he explained the incident of the killing of 
Hiranyaksa by the Supreme Personality of Godhead as a straight narration; he did not 
manufacture anything or add interpretation, but explained whatever he had heard from 
his spiritual master. Thus he accepted as bona fide the system of parampard, or receiving 
the transcendental message in disciplic succession. Unless received by this bona fide 
process of hearing from a spiritual master, the statement of an dcdrya or preceptor 
cannot be valid. 

It is also stated here that although the demon Hiranyaksa was unlimited in prowess, he 
was just like a doll for the Lord. A child breaks so many dolls without real endeavor. 
Similarly, although a demon may be very powerful and extraordinary in the eyes of an 
ordinary man in the material world, to the Lord, killing such a demon is no difficulty. 

He can kill millions of demons as simply as a child plays with dolls and breaks them. 

SB 3.19.33 

TEXT 33 

^ [^-31 II II 

suta uvdca 

iti kausdravdkhydtdm 
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dsrutya bhagavat-kathdm 
ksattdnandarh pararh lebhe 
mahd-bhdgavato dvija 

SYNONYMS 

sutah —Suta Gosvami; uvdca —said; iti —thus; kausdrava —from Maitreya (son of 
Kusaru); dkhydtdm —told; dsrutya —having heard; bhagavat-kathdm —the narration 
about the Lord; ksattd —Vidura; dnandam —bliss; par am —transcendental; lebhe — 
achieved; mahd-bhdgavatah —the great devotee; dvija —O brdhmana (Saunaka). 

TRANSLATION 

Sri Suta Gosvami continued: My dear brahmana, Ksatta [Vidura] the great devotee of the 
Lord achieved transcendental bliss by hearing the narration of the pastimes of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead from the authoritative source of the sage Kausarava 
[Maitreya], and he was very pleased. 


PURPORT 

If anyone wants to derive transcendental pleasure by hearing the pastimes of the Lord, 
he must hear from the authoritative source, as explained here. Maitreya heard the 
narration from his bona fide spiritual master, and Vidura also heard from Maitreya. One 
becomes an authority simply by presenting whatever he has heard from his spiritual 
master, and one who does not accept a bona fide spiritual master cannot be an authority. 
This is clearly explained here. If one wants to have transcendental pleasure, he must 
find a person with authority. It is also stated in the Bhdgavatam that simply by hearing 
from an authoritative source, with the ear and the heart, one can relish the pastimes of 
the Lord, otherwise it is not possible. Sanatana Gosvami, therefore, has especially 
warned that one should not hear anything about the personality of the Lord from the 
lips of a nondevotee. Nondevotees are considered to be like serpents; as milk is poisoned 
by a serpent's touch, so, although the narration of the pastimes of the Lord is as pure as 
milk, when administered by serpentlike nondevotees it becomes poisonous. Not only 
does it have no effect in transcendental pleasure, but it is dangerous also. Lord Gaitanya 
Mahaprabhu has warned that no description of the pastimes of the Lord should be heard 
from the Mayavada, or impersonalist, school. He has clearly said, mdydvddi-bhdsya sunile 
hay a sarva ndsa: if anyone hears the Mayavadis' interpretation of the pastimes of the 
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Lord, or their interpretation of Bhagavad-gUd, Srlmad-Bhagavatam or any other Vedic 
literature, then he is doomed. Once one is associated with impersonalists, he can never 
understand the personal feature of the Lord and His transcendental pastimes. 

Suta Gosvami was speaking to the sages headed by Saunaka, and therefore he addressed 
them in this verse as dvija, twice-born. The sages assembled in Naimisaranya hearing 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam from Suta Gosvami were all brdhmanas, but to acquire the 
qualifications of a brdhmana is not everything. Merely to be twice-born is not 
perfection. Perfection is attained when one hears the pastimes and activities of the Lord 
from a bona fide source. 


SB 3.19.34 

TEXT 34 

PP II 98 II 

anyesdrh punya-slokdndm 
uddama-yasasarh satdm 
upasrutya bhaven modah 
srlvatsdnkasya kirn punah 

SYNONYMS 

anyesdm —of others; punya-slokdndm —of pious reputation; udddma-yasasdm —whose 
fame is spread everywhere; satdm —of the devotees; upasrutya —by hearing; bhavet — 
may arise; modah —pleasure; srlvatsa-ankasya —of the Lord, who bears the mark 
Srivatsa; kim punah —what to speak of. 

TRANSLATION 

What to speak of hearing the pastimes of the Lord, whose chest is marked with Srivatsa, 
people may take transcendental pleasure even in hearing of the works and deeds of the 
devotees, whose fame is immortal. 


PURPORT 

Bhdgavatam literally means the pastimes of the Lord and the Lord's devotees. For 
example, there are pastimes of Lord Krsna and narrations of devotees like Prahlada, 
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Dhruva and Maharaja Ambarisa. Both pastimes pertain to the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead because the devotees' pastimes are in relation with Him. The Mahdbhdrata, for 
example, the history of the Pandavas and their activities, is sacred because the Pandavas 
had a direct relationship with the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

SB 3.19.35 

TEXT 35 

# 'll#?! IPWH WFT I 

yo gajendrarh jhasa-grastarh 
dhydyantarh carandmbujam 
krosantlndrh karenundrh 
krcchrato 'mocayad drutam 

SYNONYMS 

yah —He who; gaja-indram —the king of elephants; jhasa —an alligator; grastam — 
attacked by; dhydyantam —meditating upon; carana —feet; ambujam —lotus; 
krosantlndm —while crying; karenundm —the female elephants; krcchratah —from 
danger; amocayat —delivered; drutam —quickly. 

TRANSLATION 

The Personality of Godhead delivered the king of the elephants, who was attacked by an 
alligator and who meditated upon the lotus feet of the Lord. At that time the female 
elephants who accompanied him were crying, and the Lord saved them from the 
impending danger. 


PURPORT 


The example of the elephant in danger who was saved by the Supreme Lord is especially 
cited here because even if one is an animal he can approach the Personality of Godhead 
in devotional service, whereas even a demigod cannot approach the Supreme Person 
unless he is a devotee. 


SB 3.19.36 

TEXT 36 
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^ ^ ^ ^^Riwrai^: II II 

tarn sukharadhyam rjubhir 
ananya-sarariair nrbhih 
krtaifiah ko na seveta 
duraradhyam asadhubhih 

SYNONYMS 

tarn —unto Him; sukha —easily; aradhyam —worshiped; rjubhih —by the unpretentious; 
ananya —no other; sarariaih —who take shelter; nrbhih —by men; krta-jfiah —grateful 
soul; kah —what; na —not; seveta —would render service; duraradhyam —impossible to 
be worshiped; asadhubhih —by the nondevotees. 

TRANSLATION 

What grateful soul is there who would not render his loving service to such a great master 
as the Personality of Godhead? The Lord can be easily pleased by spotless devotees who 
resort exclusively to Him for protection, though the unrighteous man finds it difficult to 
propitiate Him. 


PURPORT 

Every living entity, especially persons in the human race, must feel grateful for the 
benedictions offered by the grace of the Supreme Lord. Anyone, therefore, with a simple 
heart of gratefulness must be Krsna conscious and offer devotional service to the Lord. 
Those who are actually thieves and rogues do not recognize or acknowledge the 
benedictions offered to them by the Supreme Lord, and they cannot render Him 
devotional service. Ungrateful persons are those who do not understand how much 
benefit they are deriving by the arrangement of the Lord. They enjoy the sunshine and 
moonshine, and they get water free of charge, yet they do not feel grateful, but simply go 
on enjoying these gifts of the Lord. Therefore, they must be called thieves and rogues. 

SB 3.19.37 

TEXT 37 
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fesn: II ?^9 II 


yo vai hiranyaksa-vadharri mahadbhutam 
vikrlditarh kdrana-sukardtmanah 
srnoti gdyaty anumodate 'njasd 
vimucyate brahma-vadhdd api dvijdh 


SYNONYMS 

yah —he who; vai —indeed; hiranydksa-vadham —of the killing of Hiranyaksa; mahd- 
adbhutam —most wonderful; vikrlditam —pastime; kdrana —for reasons like raising the 
earth from the ocean; sukara —appearing in the form of a boar; dtmanah —of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; srnoti —hears; gdyati —chants; anumodate —takes 
pleasure; anjasd —at once; vimucyate —becomes freed; brahma-vadhdt —from the sin of 
killing a brdhmana; api —even; dvijdh —O brdhmanas. 

TRANSLATION 

O brahmanas, anyone who hears, chants, or takes pleasure in the wonderful narration of 
the killing of the Hiranyaksa demon by the Lord, who appeared as the first boar in order 
to deliver the world, is at once relieved of the results of sinful activities, even the killing 
of a brahmana. 


PURPORT 

Since the Personality of Godhead is in the absolute position, there is no difference 
between His pastimes and His personality. Anyone who hears about the pastimes of the 
Lord associates with the Lord directly, and one who associates directly with the Lord is 
certainly freed from all sinful activities, even to the extent of the killing of a brdhmana, 
which is considered the most sinful activity in the material world. One should be very 
eager to hear about the activities of the Lord from the bona fide source, the pure 
devotee. If one simply gives aural reception to the narration and accepts the glories of 
the Lord, then he is qualified. The impersonalist philosophers cannot understand the 
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activities of the Lord. They think that all His activities are mdyd; therefore they are 
called Mayavadis. Since everything to them is mdyd, these narrations are not for them. 
Some impersonalists are reluctant to hear Srimad-Bhdgavatam, although many of them 
are now taking an interest in it just for monetary gain. Actually, however, they have no 
faith. On the contrary, they describe it in their own way. We should not hear, therefore, 
from the Mayavadis. We have to hear from Suta Gosvami or Maitreya, who actually 
present the narrations as they are, and only then can we relish the pastimes of the Lord; 
otherwise the effects on the neophyte audience will be poisonous. 

SB 3.19.38 

TEXT 38 

II ?*= II 

etan mahd-punyam alarh pavitrarh 
dhanyarh yasasyarh padam dyur-dsisdm 
prdnendriydndrh yudhi saurya-vardhanarh 
ndrdyano 'nte gatir ariga srnvatdm 

SYNONYMS 

etat —this narrative; mahd-punyam —conferring great merit; alam —very; pavitram — 
sacred; dhanyam —conferring wealth; yasasyam —bearing fame; padam —the receptacle; 
dyuh —of longevity; dsisdm —of the objects of one's desire; prdna —of the vital organs; 
indriydndm —of the organs of action; yudhi —on the field of battle; saurya —the 
strength; vardhanam —increasing; ndrdyanah —Lord Narayana; ante —at the end of life; 
gatih —shelter; afiga —O dear Saunaka; srnvatdm —of those who listen. 

TRANSLATION 

This most sacred narrative confers extraordinary merit, wealth, fame, longevity, and all 
the objects of one's desire. On the field of battle it promotes the strength of one's vital 
organs and organs of action. One who listens to it at the last moment of his life is 
transferred to the supreme abode of the Lord, O dear Saunaka. 
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PURPORT 


Devotees are generally attracted by the narratives of the pastimes of the Lord, and even 
though they do not prosecute austerities or meditation, this very process of hearing 
attentively about the pastimes of the Lord will endow them with innumerable benefits, 
such as wealth, fame, longevity and other desirable aims of life. If one continues to hear 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, which is full of narratives of the pastimes of the Lord, at the end of 
this life, one is sure to be transferred to the eternal, transcendental abode of the Lord. 
Thus hearers are benefited both ultimately and for as long as they are in the material 
world. That is the supreme, sublime result of engaging in devotional service. The 
beginning of devotional service is to spare some time and listen to Srimad-Bhagavatam 
from the right source. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu also recommended five items of 
devotional service, namely to serve the devotees of the Lord, to chant Hare Krsna, to 
hear Srimad-Bhagavatam, to worship the Deity of the Lord and to live in a place of 
pilgrimage. Just performing these five activities can deliver one from the miserable 
condition of material life. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Nineteenth Chapter, of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "The Killing of the Demon Hiranydksa." 


20 * Conversation Between Maitreya and Vidura 


TEXTl 

pnh II ? II 

saunaka uvdca 
mahirn pratisthdm adhyasya 
saute svdyambhuvo manuh 
kdny anvatisthad dvdrdni 


SB 3.20.1 
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margayavara-janmanam 


SYNONYMS 

saunakah —Saunaka; uvdca —said; mahlm —the earth; pratisthdm —situated; adhyasya — 
having secured; saute —O Suta Gosvami; svdyamhhuvah —Svayambhuva; manuh — 
Manu; kdni —what; anvatisthat —performed; dvdrdni —ways; mdrgdya —to get out; 
avara —later; janmandm —of those to be born. 

TRANSLATION 

Sri Saunaka inquired: O Suta Gosvami, after the earth was again situated in its orbit, 
what did Svayambhuva Manu do to show the path of liberation to persons who were to 
take birth later on? 


PURPORT 

The appearance of the Lord as the first boar incarnation occurred during the time of 
Svayambhuva Manu, whereas the present age is in the period of Vaivasvata Manu. Each 
Manu's period lasts seventy-two times the cycle of four ages, and one cycle of ages equals 
4,320,000 solar years. Thus 4,320,000 x 72 solar years is the reign of one Manu. In each 
Manu's period there are many changes in many ways, and there are fourteen Manus 
within one day of Brahma. It is understood here that Manu creates scriptural regulations 
for the salvation of the conditioned souls, who come to the material world for material 
enjoyment. The Lord is so kind that any soul who wants to enjoy in this material world 
is given full facility for enjoyment, and at the same time he is shown the path of 
salvation. Saunaka Rsi, therefore, inquired from Suta Gosvami: "What did Svayambhuva 
Manu do after the reinstatement of the earth in its orbital situation?" 

SB 3.20.2 

TEXT 2 

II ? II 

ksattd mahd-bhdgavatah 
krsnasyaikdntikah suhrt 
yas tatydidgrajam krsne 
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sapatyam aghavan hi 


SYNONYMS 

ksattd —Vidura; mahd-bhdgavatah —a great devotee of the Lord; krsnasya —of Lord 
Krsna; ekdntikah —unalloyed devotee; suhrt —intimate friend; yah —he who; tatydja — 
abandoned; agra-jam —his elder brother (King Dhrtarastra); krsne —toward Krsna; sa- 
apatyam —along with his one hundred sons; agha-vdn —offender; hi —thus. 

TRANSLATION 

Saunaka Rsi inquired about Vidura, who was a great devotee and friend of Lord Krsna 
and who gave up the company of his elder brother because the latter, along with his sons, 
played tricks against the desires of the Lord. 

PURPORT 

The incident referred to here is that Vidura left the protection of his elder brother 
Dhrtarastra, went traveling everywhere to sacred places and met Maitreya at Hardwar. 

A 

Saunaka Rsi here inquires about the topics of the conversation between Maitreya Rsi 
and Vidura. Vidura's qualification was tbat he was not only a friend of the Lord but also 
a great devotee. When Krsna tried to stop the war and mitigate the misunderstanding 
between the cousin-brothers, they refused to accept His counsel; therefore Ksatta, or 
Vidura, was unsatisfied with them, and he left the palace. As a devotee, Vidura showed 
by example that anywhere that Krsna is not honored is a place unfit for human 
habitation. A devotee may be tolerant regarding his own interests, but he should not be 
tolerant when there is misbehavior toward the Lord or the Lord's devotee. Here the 
word aghavdn is very significant, for it indicates that the Kauravas, Dhrtarastra's sons, 
lost the war because of being sinful in disobeying the instructions of Krsna. 

SB 3.20.3 

TEXT 3 

II $ II 

dvaipdyandd anavaro 
mahitve tasya dehajah 
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sarvatmana sritah krsnarh 
tat-pardrhs cdpy anuvratah 


SYNONYMS 

dvaipdyandt —from Vyasadeva; anavarah —in no way inferior; mahitve —in greatness; 
tasya —his (Vyasa's); deha-jah —born of his body; sarva-dtmand —with all his heart; 
sritah —took shelter; krsnam —Lord Krsna; tat-pardn —those devoted to Him; ca —and; 
dpi —also; anuvratah —followed. 


TRANSLATION 

Vidura was born from the body of Veda-vyasa and was not less than he. Thus he accepted 
the lotus feet of Krsna wholeheartedly and was attached to His devotees. 


PURPORT 


The history of Vidura is that he was born of a sudra mother, but his seminal father was 
Vyasadeva; thus he was not less than Vyasadeva in any respect. Since he was born of a 
great father, who was supposed to be an incarnation of Narayana and who composed all 
the Vedic literatures, Vidura was also a great personality. He accepted Krsna as his 
worshipable Lord and followed His instructions wholeheartedly. 


TEXT 4 


SB 3.20.4 


3n#i S II 


kim anvaprcchan maitreyarh 
virajds tlrtha-sevayd 
upagamya kusdvarta 
dslnarh tattva-vittamam 


SYNONYMS 

kim —what; anvaprcchat —inquired; maitreyam —from the sage Maitreya; virajdh — 
Vidura, who was without material contamination; tlrtha-sevayd —by visiting sacred 
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places; upagamya —having met; kusdvarte —at Kusavarta (Haridvara, or Hardwar); 
dslnam —who was abiding; tattva-vit-tamam —the foremost knower of the science of 
spiritual life. 


TRANSLATION 

Vidura was purified of all passion by wandering in sacred places, and at last he reached 
Hardwar, where he met the great sage who knew the science of spiritual life, and he 
inquired from him. Saunaka Rsi therefore asked: What more did Vidura inquire from 
Maitreya? 


PURPORT 

Here the words virajds tirtha-sevayd refer to Vidura, who was completely cleansed of all 
contamination by traveling to places of pilgrimage. In India there are hundreds of sacred 
places of pilgrimage, of which Prayaga, Hardwar, Vrndavana and Ramesvaram are 
considered principal. After leaving his home, which was full of politics and diplomacy, 
Vidura wanted to purify himself by traveling to all the sacred places, which are so 
situated that anyone who goes there automatically becomes purified. This is especially 
true in Vrndavana; any person may go there, and even if he is sinful he will at once 
contact an atmosphere of spiritual life and will automatically chant the names of Krsna 
and Radha. That we have actually seen and experienced. It is recommended in the 
sdstras that after retiring from active life and accepting the vdnaprastha (retired) order, 
one should travel everywhere to places of pilgrimage in order to purify himself. Vidura 
completely discharged this duty, and at last he reached Kusavarta, or Hardwar, where 
the sage Maitreya was sitting. 

Another significant point is that one must go to sacred places not only to take bath 
there but to search out great sages like Maitreya and take instructions from them. If one 
does not do so, his traveling to places of pilgrimage is simply a waste of time. Narottama 
dasa Thakura, a great dcdrya of the Vaisnava sect, has, for the present, forbidden us to 
go to such places of pilgrimage because in this age, the times having so changed, a 
sincere person may have a different impression on seeing the behavior of the present 
residents of the pilgrimage sites. He has recommended that instead of taking the trouble 
to travel to such places, one should concentrate his mind on Govinda, and that will help 
him. Of course, to concentrate one's mind on Govinda in any place is a path meant for 
those who are the most spiritually advanced; it is not for ordinary persons. Ordinary 
persons may still derive benefit from traveling to holy places like Prayaga, Mathura, 
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Vrndavana and Hard war. 

It is recommended in this verse that one find a person who knows the science of God, or 
a tattva-vit. Tattva-vit means "one who knows the Absolute Truth." There are many 
pseudotranscendentalists, even at places of pilgrimage. Such men are always present, 
and one has to be intelligent enough to find the actual person to be consulted; then 
one's attempt to progress by traveling to different holy places will be successful. One has 
to be freed from all contamination, and at the same time he has to find a person who 
knows the science of Krsna. Krsna helps a sincere person; as stated in the Caitanya- 
caritdmrta, guru-krsna-prasade: by the mercy of the spiritual master and Krsna, one 
attains the path of salvation, devotional service. If one sincerely searches for spiritual 
salvation, then Krsna, being situated in everyone's heart, gives him the intelligence to 
find a suitable spiritual master. By the grace of a spiritual master like Maitreya, one gets 
the proper instruction and advances in his spiritual life. 

SB 3.20.5 

TEXTS 

51^ 51^; I 

snqi ^iT ii k ii 

tayoh sarhvadatoh suta 
pravrttd hy amaldh kathdh 
dpo gdngd ivdgha-ghnlr 
hareh pdddmbujdsraydh 

SYNONYMS 

tayoh —while the two (Maitreya and Vidura); sarhvadatoh —were conversing; suta —O 
Suta; pravrttdh —arose; hi —certainly; amaldh —spotless; kathdh —narrations; dpah — 
waters; gdrigdh —of the River Ganges; iva —like; agha-ghnih —vanquishing all sins; 
hareh —of the Lord; pdda-ambuja —the lotus feet; dsraydh —taking shelter. 

TRANSLATION 

Saunaka inquired about the conversation between Vidura and Maitreya: There must have 
been many narrations of the spotless pastimes of the Lord. The hearing of such narrations 
is exactly like bathing in the water of the Ganges, for it can free one from all sinful 
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reactions. 


PURPORT 

The water of the Ganges is purified because it pours forth from the lotus feet of the 
Lord. Similarly, Bhagavad-gltd is as good as the water of the Ganges because it is spoken 
from the mouth of the Supreme Lord. So it is with any topic on the pastimes of the Lord 
or the characteristics of His transcendental activities. The Lord is absolute; there is no 
difference between His words, His perspiration or His pastimes. The water of the 
Ganges, the narrations of His pastimes and the words spoken by Him are all on the 

A 

absolute platform, and thus taking shelter of any one of them is equally good. Srila Rupa 
GosvamI has enunciated that anything in relationship with Krsna is on the 
transcendental platform. If we can dovetail all our activities in relationship with Krsna, 
then we do not stand on the material platform, but always on the spiritual platform. 

SB 3.20.6 

TEXT 6 

^ ^ II § II 

td nah klrtaya bhadrarh te 
kirtanyoddra-karmanah 
rasajnah ko nu trpyeta 
hari-llldmrtarfi piban 

SYNONYMS 

tdh —those talks; nah —to us; klrtaya —narrate; bhadram te —may all good come unto 
you; klrtanya —should be chanted; uddra —liberal; karmanah —activities; rasa-jnah —a 
devotee who can appreciate mellow tastes; kah —who; nu—indeed; trpyeta —would feel 
satisfied; hari-llld-amrtam —the nectar of the pastimes of the Lord; piban —drinking. 

TRANSLATION 

O Suta GosvamI, all good fortune to you! Please narrate the activities of the Lord, which 
are all magnanimous and worth glorifying. What sort of devotee can be satiated by 
hearing the nectarean pastimes of the Lord? 
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PURPORT 


The narration of the pastimes of the Lord, which are always enacted on the 
transcendental platform, should be received with all respect by devotees. Those who are 
actually on the transcendental platform are never satiated by hearing the continuous 
narration of the pastimes of the Lord. For example, if any self-realized soul reads from 
Bhagavad-gltd, he will never feel satiated. The narrations of Bhagavad-gltd and Srlmad- 
Bhdgavatam may be read thousands and thousands of times, and still, without fail, new 
aspects of the subject matter will be relished by the devotee. 

SB 3.20.7 

TEXT? 

II ^ II 

evam ugrasravdh prsta 
rsibhir naimisdyanaih 
hhagavaty arpitddhydtmas 
tdn dha sruyatdm iti 

SYNONYMS 

evam —thus; ugrasravdh —Suta Gosvami; prstah —being asked; rsibhih —by the sages; 
naimisa-ayanaih —who were assembled in the forest of Naimisa; bhagavati —unto the 
Lord; arpita —dedicated; adhydtmah —his mind; tdn —to them; dha —said; sruyatdm — 
just hear; iti —thus. 


TRANSLATION 

On being asked to speak by the great sages of Naimisaranya, the son of Romaharsana, 

Suta Gosvami, whose mind was absorbed in the transcendental pastimes of the Lord, said: 
Please hear what I shall now speak. 

SB 3.20.8 

TEXTS 

^ 3 ^ 
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WHmi 

I 

gPmi5 w: II *= II 

suta uvdca 

harer dhrta-kroda-tanoh sva-mdyayd 
nisamya gor uddharanarh rasdtaldt 
lildrfi hiranydksam avajfiayd hatarh 
sanjdta-harso munim dha bhdratah 

SYNONYMS 

siitah uvdca —Suta said; hareh —of the Lord; dhrta —who had assumed; kroda —of a boar; 
tanoh —body; sva-mdyayd —by His divine potency; nisamya —having heard; goh —of the 
earth; uddharanam —uplifting; rasdtaldt —from the bottom of the ocean; lildm —sport; 
hiranydksam —the demon Hiranyaksa; avajfiayd —neglectfully; hatam —killed; sanjdta- 
harsah —being overjoyed; munim —to the sage (Maitreya); dha —said; bhdratah —Vidura. 

TRANSLATION 

Suta Gosvami continued: Vidura, the descendant of Bharata, was delighted to hear the 
story of the Lord, who, having assumed by His own divine potency the form of a boar, 
had enacted the sport of lifting the earth from the bottom of the ocean and indifferently 
killing the demon Hiranyaksa. Vidura then spoke to the sage as follows. 

PURPORT 

It is stated here that the Lord assumed the form of a boar by His own potency. His form 
is not actually the form of a conditioned soul. A conditioned soul is forced to accept a 
particular type of body by the higher authority of material laws, but here it is clearly said 
that the Lord was not forced to accept the form of a boar by the external power. In 
Bhagavad-gltd the same fact is confirmed; when the Lord descends to this earth, He 
assumes a form by His own internal potency. The form of the Lord, therefore, can never 
consist of material energy. The Mayavada version that when Brahman assumes a form 
the form is accepted from mdyd is not acceptable, because although mdyd is superior to 
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the conditioned soul, she is not superior to the Supreme Personality of Godhead; she is 
under the control of the Supreme Godhead, as confirmed in Bhagavad-gita. Mdyd is 
under His superintendence; mdyd cannot overcome the Lord. The Mayavada idea that 
the living entity is the Supreme Absolute Truth but has become covered by mdyd is 
invalid, because mdyd cannot be so great that it can cover the Supreme. The covering 
capacity can be employed on the part and parcel of Brahman, not on the Supreme 
Brahman. 


SB 3.20.9 

TEXT 9 

^ II II 

vidura uvdca 
prajdpati-patih srstvd 
prajd-sarge prajdpatin 
him drabhata me brahman 
prabruhy avyakta-mdrga-vit 

SYNONYMS 

vidurah uvdca —Vidura said; prajdpati-patih —Lord Brahma; srstvd —after creating; 
prajd-sarge —for the purpose of creating living beings; prajdpatin —the Prajapatis; kirn — 
what; drabhata —started; me—to me; brahman —O holy sage; prabruhi —tell; avyakta- 
mdrga-vit —knower of that which we do not know. 

TRANSLATION 

Vidura said: Since you know of matters inconceivable to us, tell me, O holy sage, what 
did Brahma do to create living beings after evolving the Prajapatis, the progenitors of 
living beings? 


PURPORT 

Significant here is the word avyakta-mdrga-vit, "one who knows that which is beyond 
our perception." To know matters beyond one's perception, one has to learn from a 
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superior authority in the line of disciplic succession. Just to know who is our father is 
beyond our perception. For that, the mother is the authority. Similarly, we have to 
understand everything beyond our perception from the authority who actually knows. 
The first avyakta-mdrga-vit, or authority, is Brahma, and the next authority in disciplic 
succession is Narada. Maitreya Rsi belongs to that disciplic succession, so he also is 
avyakta-mdrga-vit. Anyone in the bona fide line of disciplic succession is avyakta-mdrga- 
vit, a personality who knows that which is beyond ordinary perception. 

SB 3.20.10 

TEXT 10 

^ t sHR II ?o II 

ye marlcy-ddayo viprd 
yas tu svdyambhuvo manuh 
te vai brahmana ddesdt 
katham etad abhdvayan 

SYNONYMS 

ye —those; marici-ddayah —great sages headed by Marici; viprdh — brdhmanas; yah — 
who; tu —indeed; svdyambhuvah manuh —and Svayambhuva Manu; te —they; vai — 
indeed; brahmanah —of Lord Brahma; ddesdt —by the order; katham —how; etat —this 
universe; abhdvayan —evolved. 


TRANSLATION 

Vidura inquired: How did the Prajapatis [such progenitors of living entities as Marici and 
Svayambhuva Manu] create according to the instruction of Brahma, and how did they 
evolve this manifested universe? 


TEXT 11 

3?T I 

SII^II^'N^'^dh II ?? II 


SB 3.20.11 
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sa-dvitiyah kirn asrjan 
svatantrd uta karmasu 
dho svit sarnhatdh sarva 
idarh sma samakalpayan 

SYNONYMS 

sa-dvitlydh —with their wives; him —whether; asrjan —created; sva-tantrdh —remaining 
independent; uta —or; karmasu —in their actions; dho svit —or else; sarnhatdh —jointly; 
sarve —all the Prajapatis; idam —this; sma samakalpayan —produced. 

TRANSLATION 

Did they evolve the creation in conjunction with their respective wives, did they remain 
independent in their action, or did they all jointly produce it? 

SB 3.20.12 

TEXT 12 

II II 

maitreya uvdca 
daivena durvitarkyena 
parendnimisena ca 
jdta-ksobhdd bhagavato 
mahdn dsld guna-traydt 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —Maitreya said; daivena —by superior management known as destiny; 
durvitarkyena —beyond empiric speculation; parena —by Maha-Visnu; animiseria —by 
the potency of eternal time; ca —and; jdta-ksobhdt —the equilibrium was agitated; 
bhagavatah —of the Personality of Godhead; mahdn —the total material elements (the 
mahat-tattva); dsit —were produced; guna-traydt —from the three modes of nature. 
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TRANSLATION 


Maitreya said: When the equilibrium of the combination of the three modes of nature was 
agitated by the unseen activity of the living entity, by Maha-Visnu and by the force of 
time, the total material elements were produced. 

PURPORT 

The cause of the material creation is described here very lucidly. The first cause is daiva, 
or the destiny of the conditioned soul. The material creation exists for the conditioned 
soul who wanted to become a false lord for sense enjoyment. One cannot trace out the 
history of when the conditioned soul first desired to lord it over material nature, but in 
Vedic literature we always find that the material creation is meant for the sense 
enjoyment of the conditioned soul. There is a nice verse which says that the sum and 
substance of the conditioned soul's sense enjoyment is that as soon as he forgets his 
primary duty, to render service to the Lord, he creates an atmosphere of sense 
enjoyment, which is called mdyd; that is the cause of material creation. 

Another word used here is durvitarkyena. No one can argue about when and how the 
conditioned soul became desirous of sense enjoyment, but the cause is there. Material 
nature is an atmosphere meant only for the sense enjoyment of the conditioned soul, 
and it is created by the Personality of Godhead. It is mentioned here that in the 
beginning of the creation the material nature, or prakrti, is agitated by the Personality of 
Godhead, Visnu. There are three Visnus mentioned. One is Maha-Visnu, another is 
Garbhodakasayi Visnu, and the third is Ksirodakasayi Visnu. The First Gan to of Srlmad- 
Bhdgavatam discusses all these three Visnus, and here also it is confirmed that Visnu is 
the cause of creation. From Bhagavad-gitd also we learn that prakrti begins to work and 
is still working under Krsna's, or Visnu's, glance of superintendence, but the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is unchangeable. One should not mistakenly think that because 
the creation emanates from the Supreme Personality of Godhead, He has therefore 
transformed into this material cosmic manifestation. He exists in His personal form 
always, but the cosmic manifestation takes place by His inconceivable potency. The 
workings of that energy are difficult to comprehend, but it is understood from Vedic 
literature that the conditioned soul creates his own destiny and is offered a particular 
body by the laws of nature under the superintendence of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, who always accompanies him as Paramatma. 

SB 3.20.13 

TEXT 13 
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W: II n II 

rajah-pradhanan mahatas 
tri-lingo daiva-coditat 
jdtah sasarja bhutadir 
viyad-adlni pancasah 

SYNONYMS 

rajah-pradhanat —in which the element of rajas, or passion, predominates; mahatah — 
from the mahat-tattva; tri-litigah —of three kinds; daiva-coditat —impelled by superior 
authority; jdtah —was born; sasarja —evolved; bhuta-ddih —the false ego (origin of the 
material elements); viyat —the ether; ddlni —beginning with; pancasah —in groups of 
five. 


TRANSLATION 

As impelled by the destiny of the jiva, the false ego, which is of three kinds, evolved from 
the mahat-tattva, in which the element of rajas predominates. From the ego, in turn, 
evolved many groups of five principles. 


PURPORT 

The primordial matter, or prakrti, material nature, consisting of three modes, generates 
four groups of five. The first group is called elementary and consists of earth, water, fire, 
air and ether. The second group of five is called tan-mdtra, referring to the subtle 
elements (sense objects): sound, touch, form, taste and smell. The third group is the five 
sense organs for acquiring knowledge: eyes, ears, nose, tongue and skin. The fourth 
group is the five working senses: speech, hands, feet, anus and genitals. Some say that 
there are five groups of five. One group is the sense objects, one is the five elements, one 
is the five sense organs for acquiring knowledge, another is the senses for working, and 
the fifth group is the five deities who control these divisions. 

SB 3.20.14 

TEXT 14 
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gift ^^WT^rift I 

II ?« || 

tdni caikaikasah srastum 
asamarthdni bhautikam 
samhatya daiva-yogena 
haimam andam avdsrjan 

SYNONYMS 

tdni —those elements; ca —and; eka-ekasah —separately; srastum —to produce; 
asamarthdni —unable; bhautikam —the material universe; samhatya —having combined; 
daiva-yogena —with the energy of the Supreme Lord; haimam —shining like gold; 
andam —globe; avdsrjan —produced. 

TRANSLATION 

Separately unable to produce the material universe, they combined with the help of the 
energy of the Supreme Lord and were able to produce a shining egg. 

SB 3.20.15 

TEXT 15 

^STjlftsiftqgl^ 3liu^ch]^il ftggn;: i 
tinr t ii n ii 

so 'sayistdbdhi-salile 
dndakoso nirdtmakah 
sdgrarh vai varsa-sdhasram 
anvavdtsU tarn Isvarah 

SYNONYMS 

sah —it; asayista —lay; abdhi-salile —on the waters of the Causal Ocean; dnda-kosah — 
egg; nirdtmakah —in an unconscious state; sdgram —a little more than; vai —in fact; 
varsa-sdhasram —a thousand years; anvavdtsU —became situated; tarn —in the egg; 

Isvarah —the Lord. 
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TRANSLATION 


For over one thousand years the shiny egg lay on the waters of the Causal Ocean in the 
lifeless state. Then the Lord entered it as Garbhodakasayi Visnu. 

PURPORT 

From this verse it appears that all the universes are floating in the Causal Ocean. 

SB 3.20.16 

TEXT 16 

n44io|Rch|i|i+l ^ W'MH'icW-fId II •?? II 

tasya ndbher abhut padmarh 
sahasrarkoru-dldhiti 
sarva-jlvanikdyauko 
yatra svayam abhut svardt 

SYNONYMS 

tasya —of the Lord; ndbheh —from the navel; abhut —sprouted up; padmam —a lotus; 
sahasra-arka —a thousand suns; uru —more; dldhiti —with dazzling splendor; sarva —all; 
jlva-nikdya —resting place of conditioned souls; okah —place; yatra —where; svayam — 
himself; abhut —emanated; sva-rdt —the omnipotent (Lord Brahma). 

TRANSLATION 

From the navel of the Personality of Godhead Garbhodakasayi Visnu sprouted a lotus 
flower effulgent like a thousand blazing suns. This lotus flower is the reservoir of all 
conditioned souls, and the first living entity who came out of the lotus flower was the 
omnipotent Brahma 


PURPORT 

It appears from this verse that the conditioned souls who rested within the body of the 
Personality of Godhead after the dissolution of the last creation came out in the sum 
total form of the lotus. This is called hiranyagarbha. The first living entity to come out 


102 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 







was Lord Brahma, who is independently able to create the rest of the manifested 
universe. The lotus is described here as effulgent as the glare of a thousand suns. This 
indicates that the living entities, as parts and parcels of the Supreme Lord, are also of 
the same quality, since the Lord also diffuses His bodily glare, known as brahmajyoti. The 
description of Vaikunthaloka, as stated in Bhagavad-gita and other Vedic literatures, is 
confirmed herewith. In Vaikuntha, the spiritual sky, there is no need of sunshine, 
moonshine, electricity or fire. Every planet there is self-effulgent like the sun. 

SB 3.20.17 

TEXT 17 

HFBn tqqi ii ii 

so 'nuvisto bhagavatd 
yah sete salildsaye 
loka-sarnsthdrh yathd purvarh 
nirmame samsthayd svayd 

SYNONYMS 

sah —Lord Brahma; anuvistah —was entered; bhagavatd —by the Lord; yah —who; sete — 
sleeps; salila-dsaye —on the Garbhodaka Ocean; loka-sarhsthdm —the universe; yathd 
purvam —as previously; nirmame —created; samsthayd —by intelligence; svayd —his own. 

TRANSLATION 

When that Supreme Personality of Godhead who is lying on the Garbhodaka Ocean 
entered the heart of Brahma, Brahma brought his intelligence to bear, and with the 
intelligence invoked he began to create the universe as it was before. 

PURPORT 

At a certain time, the Personality of Godhead, Karanodakasayi Visnu, lies in the Karana 
Ocean and produces many thousands of universes from His breathing; then He enters 
again into each and every universe as Garbhodakasayi Visnu and fills up half of each 
universe with His own perspiration. The other half of the universe remains vacant, and 
that vacant region is called outer space. Then the lotus flower sprouts from His abdomen 
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and produces the first living creature, Brahma. Then again, as Ksirodakasayi Visnu, the 
Lord enters into the heart of every living entity, including Brahma. This is confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gltd, Fifteenth Chapter. The Lord says, "I am seated in everyone's heart, and 
by Me are remembrance and forgetfulness made possible." As the witness of the 
activities of the individual entities, the Lord gives each one remembrance and 
intelligence to act according to his desire at the time he was annihilated in his last birth 
in the last millennium. This intelligence is invoked according to one's own capacity, or 
by the law of karma. 

Brahma was the first living entity, and he was empowered by the Supreme Lord to act in 
charge of the mode of passion; therefore, he was given the required intelligence, which 
is so powerful and extensive that he is almost independent of the control of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Just as a highly posted manager is almost as 
independent as the owner of a firm, Brahma is described here as independent because, as 
the Lord's representative to control the universe, he is almost as powerful and 
independent as the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The Lord, as the Supersoul within 
Brahma, gave him the intelligence to create. The creative power, therefore, of every 
living entity is not his own; it is by the grace of the Lord that one can create. There are 
many scientists and great workers in this material world who have wonderful creative 
force, but they act and create only according to the direction of the Supreme Lord. A 
scientist may create many wonderful inventions by the direction of the Lord, but it is 
not possible for him to overcome the stringent laws of material nature by his 
intelligence, nor is it possible to acquire such intelligence from the Lord, for the Lord's 
supremacy would then be hampered. It is stated in this verse that Brahma created the 
universe as it was before. This means that he created everything by the same name and 
form as in the previous cosmic manifestation. 

SB 3.20.18 

TEXT 18 

d’it II II 

sasarja cchayayavidyarii 
panca-parvdnam agratah 
tdmisram andha-tdmisrarh 
tamo moho mahd-tamah 
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SYNONYMS 


sasarja —created; chdyayd —with his shadow; avidydm —ignorance; panca-parvdnam — 
five varieties; agratah —first of all; tdmisram — tdmisra; andha-tdmisram-andha-tdmisra; 
tamah-tamas; mohah-moha; mahd-tamah-rnahd-tarnas, or mahd-moha. 

TRANSLATION 

First of all, Brahma created from his shadow the coverings of ignorance of the conditioned 
souls. They are five in number and are called tamisra, andha-tamisra, tamas, moha and 
maha-moha. 


PURPORT 

The conditioned souls, or living entities who come to the material world to enjoy sense 
gratification, are covered in the beginning by five different conditions. The first 
condition is a covering of tdmisra, or anger. Constitutionally, each and every living 
entity has minute independence; it is misuse of that minute independence for the 
conditioned soul to think that he can also enjoy like the Supreme Lord or to think, 
"Why shall I not be a free enjoyer like the Supreme Lord?" This forgetfulness of his 
constitutional position is due to anger or envy. The living entity, being eternally a part- 
and-parcel servitor of the Supreme Lord, can never, by constitution, be an equal enjoyer 
with the Lord. When he forgets this, however, and tries to be one with Him, his 
condition is called tdmisra. Even in the field of spiritual realization, this tdmisra 
mentality of the living entity is hard to overcome. In trying to get out of the 
entanglement of material life, there are many who want to be one with the Supreme. 
Even in their transcendental activities, this lower-grade mentality of tdmisra continues. 
Andha-tdmisra involves considering death to be the ultimate end. The atheists generally 
think that the body is the self and that everything is therefore ended with the end of 
the body. Thus they want to enjoy material life as far as possible during the existence of 
the body. Their theory is: "As long as you live, you should live prosperously. Never mind 
whether you commit all kinds of so-called sins. You must eat sumptuously. Beg, borrow 
and steal, and if you think that by stealing and borrowing you are being entangled in 
sinful activities for which you will have to pay, then just forget that misconception 
because after death everything is finished. No one is responsible for anything he does 
during his life." This atheistic conception of life is killing human civilization, for it is 
without knowledge of the continuation of eternal life. 
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This andha-tamisra ignorance is due to tamas. The condition of not knowing anything 
about the spirit soul is called tamas. This material world is also generally called tamas 
because ninety-nine percent of its living entities are ignorant of their identity as soul. 
Almost everyone is thinking that he is this body; he has no information of the spirit 
soul. Guided by this misconception, one always thinks, "This is my body, and anything in 
relationship with this body is mine." For such misguided living entities, sex life is the 
background of material existence. Actually, the conditioned souls, in ignorance in this 
material world, are simply guided by sex life, and as soon as they get the opportunity for 
sex life, they become attached to so-called home, motherland, children, wealth and 
opulence. As these attachments increase, moha, or the illusion of the bodily concept of 
life, also increases. Thus the idea that "I am this body, and everything belonging to this 
body is mine" also increases, and as the whole world is put into moha, sectarian societies, 
families and nationalities are created, and they fight with one another. Mahd-moha 
means to be mad after material enjoyment. Especially in this age of Kali, everyone is 
overwhelmed by the madness to accumulate paraphernalia for material enjoyment. 

These definitions are very nicely given in Visnu Purdna, wherein it is said: 

tamo 'viveko mohah sydd 
antah-karana-vibhramah 
mahd-mohas tu vijfieyo 
grdmya-bhoga-sukhaisand 

maranarh hy andha-tdmisram 
tdmisrarh krodha ucyate 
avidyd panca-parvaisd 
prddurbhutd mahdtmanah 

SB 3.20.19 

TEXT 19 

ii n 

visasarjdtmanah kdyarh 
ndbhinandams tamomayam 
jagrhur yaksa-raksdrhsi 
rdtrirh ksut-trt-samudbhavdm 
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SYNONYMS 


visasarja —threw off; dtmanah —his own; kdyam —body; na —not; abhinandan —being 
pleased; tamah-mayam —made of ignorance; jagrhuh —took possession; yaksa-raksdrhsi — 
the Yaksas and Raksasas; rdtrim —night; ksut —hunger; trt —thirst; samudbhavdm —the 
source. 


TRANSLATION 

Out of disgust, Brahma threw off the body of ignorance, and taking this opportunity, 
Yaksas and Raksasas sprang for possession of the body, which continued to exist in the 
form of night. Night is the source of hunger and thirst. 

SB 3.20.20 

TEXT 20 

IIII 

ksut-trdbhydm upasrstds te 
tarn jagdhum abhidudruvuh 
md raksatainarh jaksadhvam 
ity ucuh ksut-trd-arditdh 

SYNONYMS 

ksut-trdbhydm —by hunger and thirst; upasrstdh —were overcome; te —the demons 
(Yaksas and Raksasas); tarn —Lord Brahma; jagd/iwm—to eat; abhidudruvuh —ran 
toward; md —do not; raksata —spare; enam —him; jaksadhvam —eat; iti —thus; iicuh — 
said; ksut-trt-arditdh —afflicted by hunger and thirst. 

TRANSLATION 

Overpowered by hunger and thirst, they ran to devour Brahma from all sides and cried, 
"Spare him not! Eat him up!" 


PURPORT 

The representatives of the Yaksas and Raksasas still exist in some countries of the world. 
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It is understood that such uncivilized men take pleasure in killing their own 
grandfathers and holding a "love feast" by roasting the bodies. 

SB 3.20.21 

TEXT 21 

31^ ^ ^ IIII 

devas tan aha sarhvigno 
md mdrh jaksata raksata 
aho me yaksa-raksdmsi 
prajd yuyarh babhuvitha 

SYNONYMS 

devah —Lord Brahma; tan —to them; aha —said; samvignah —being anxious; md —do 
not; mam—me; jaksata —eat; raksata —protect; aho —oh; me—my; yaksa-raksdmsi —O 
Yaksas and Raksasas; prajdh —sons; yuyam —you; babhuvitha —were born. 

TRANSLATION 

Brahma, the head of the demigods, full of anxiety, asked them, "Do not eat me, but 
protect me. You are born from me and have become my sons. Therefore you are Yaksas 
and Raksasas." 


PURPORT 

The demons who were born from the body of Brahma were called Yaksas and Raksasas 
because some of them cried that Brahma should be eaten and the others cried that he 
should not be protected. The ones who said that he should be eaten were called Yaksas, 
and the ones who said that he should not be protected became Raksasas, man-eaters. 

The two, Yaksas and Raksasas, are the original creation by Brahma and are represented 
even until today in the uncivilized men who are scattered all over the universe. They are 
born of the mode of ignorance, and therefore, because of their behavior, they are called 
Raksasas, or man-eaters. 

SB 3.20.22 

TEXT 22 
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3,qd|: JPTO ^ ^ I 

^ ^ aW: II II 


devatah prabhayd yd yd 
divyan pramukhato 'srjat 
te ahdrsur devayanto 
visrstdrh tdrh prabhdm ahah 

SYNONYMS 

devatdh —the demigods; prabhayd —with the glory of light; ydh ydh —those who; 
divyan —shining; pramukhatah —chiefly; asrjat —created; te —they; ahdrsuh —took 
possession of; devayantah —being active; visrstdm —separated; tdm —that; prabhdm — 
effulgent form; ahah —daytime. 


TRANSLATION 

He then created the chief demigods, who were shining with the glory of goodness. He 
dropped before them the effulgent form of daytime, and the demigods sportingly took 
possession of it. 


PURPORT 

Demons were born from the creation of night, and the demigods were born from the 
creation of day. In other words, demons like the Yaksas and Raksasas are born of the 
quality of ignorance, and demigods are born of the quality of goodness. 

SB 3.20.23 

TEXT 23 

H II 59 II 

devo 'devdn jaghanatah 
srjati smdtilolupdn 
ta enarh lolupatayd 
maithundydbhipedire 
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SYNONYMS 


devah —Lord Brahma; adevan —demons; jaghanatah —from his buttocks; srjati sma — 
gave birth; ati-lolupdn —excessively fond of sex; te—they; enam —Lord Brahma; 
lolupatayd —with lust; maithundya —for copulation; abhipedire —approached. 

TRANSLATION 

Lord Brahma then gave birth to the demons from his buttocks, and they were very fond 
of sex. Because they were too lustful, they approached him for copulation. 

PURPORT 

Sex life is the background of material existence. Here also it is repeated that demons are 
very fond of sex life. The more one is free from the desires for sex, the more he is 
promoted to the level of the demigods; the more one is inclined to enjoy sex, the more 
he is degraded to the level of demoniac life. 

SB 3.20.24 

TEXT 24 

’te; ’TOTOLII II 

tato hasan sa bhagavdn 
asurair nirapatrapaih 
anviyamdnas tarasd 
kruddho bhitah pardpatat 

SYNONYMS 

tatah —then; hasan —laughing; sah bhagavdn —the worshipful Lord Brahma; asuraih — 
by the demons; nirapatrapaih —shameless; anviyamdnah —being followed; tarasd —in 
great haste; kruddhah —angry; bhitah —being afraid; pardpatat —ran away. 

TRANSLATION 

The worshipful Brahma first laughed at their stupidity, but finding the shameless asuras 
close upon him, he grew indignant and ran in great haste out of fear. 


no 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 







PURPORT 


Sexually inclined demons have no respect even for their father, and the best policy for a 
saintly father like Brahma is to leave such demoniac sons. 

SB 3.20.25 

TEXT 25 

II II 

sa upavrajya varadarh 
prapanndrti-hararin harim 
anugrahdya bhaktdndm 
anurupdtma-darsanam 

SYNONYMS 

sah —Lord Brahma; upavrajya —approaching; vara-dam —the bestower of all boons; 
prapanna —of those taking shelter at His lotus feet; drti —distress; haram —who dispels; 
harim —Lord Sri Hari; anugrahdya —for showing mercy; bhaktdndm —to His devotees; 
anurupa —in suitable forms; dtma-darsanam —who manifests Himself. 

TRANSLATION 

He approached the Personality of Godhead, who bestows all boons and who dispels the 
agony of His devotees and of those who take shelter of His lotus feet. He manifests His 
innumerable transcendental forms for the satisfaction of His devotees. 

PURPORT 

Here the words bhaktdndm anurupdtma-darsanam mean that the Personality of Godhead 
manifests His multiforms according to the desires of the devotees. For example, 
Hanumanji (Vajrahgaji) wanted to see the form of the Lord as the Personality of 
Godhead Ramacandra, whereas other Vaisnavas want to see the form of Radha-Krsna, 
and still other devotees want to see the Lord in the form of Laksmi-Narayana. The 
Mayavadi philosophers think that although all these forms are assumed by the Lord just 
as the devotees desire to see Him, actually He is impersonal. From Brahma-sarfihitd, 
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however, we can understand that this is not so, for the Lord has multiforms. It is said in 
the Brahma-samhitd, advaitam acyutam. The Lord does not appear before the devotee 
because of the devotee's imagination. Brahma-samhitd further explains that the Lord has 
innumerable forms: rdmddi-murtisu kald-niyamena tisthan [Bs. 5.39]. He exists in millions 
and millions of forms. There are 8,400,000 spieces of living entities, but the incarnations 
of the Supreme Lord are innumerable. In the Bhdgavatam it is stated that as the waves 
in the sea cannot be counted but appear and disappear continually, the incarnations and 
forms of the Lord are innumerable. A devotee is attached to a particular form, and it is 
that form which he worships. We have just described the first appearance of the boar 
within this universe. There are innumerable universes, and somewhere or other the boar 
form is now existing. All the forms of the Lord are eternal. It is the devotee's inclination 
to worship a particular form, and he engages in devotional service to that form. In a 
verse in the Rdmdyana, Hanuman, the great devotee of Rama, said, "I know that there is 
no difference between the Sita-Rama and Laksmi-Narayana forms of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, but nevertheless, the form of Rama and Sita has absorbed my 
affection and love. Therefore I want to see the Lord in the forms of Rama and Sita." 
Similarly, the Gaudiya Vaisnava loves the forms of Radha and Krsna, and Krsna and 
Rukmini at Dvaraka. The words bhaktdndm anurupdtma-darsanam mean that the Lord 
is always pleased to favor the devotee in the particular form in which the devotee wants 
to worship and render service unto Him. In this verse it is stated that Brahma 
approached Hari, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This form of the Lord is 
Ksirodakasayi Visnu. Whenever there is some trouble and Brahma has to approach the 
Lord, he can approach Ksirodakasayi Visnu, and it is the grace of the Lord that 
whenever Brahma approaches about disturbances in the universe, the Lord gives him 
relief in so many ways. 

SB 3.20.26 

TEXT 26 

III vm -1 

HI Hi JRi II II 

pdhi mdrh paramdtmarhs te 
presanendsrjarh prajdh 
td imd yabhitum pdpd 
updkrdmanti mdrh prabho 
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SYNONYMS 


pdhi —protect; mam —me; parama-dtman —O Supreme Lord; te —Your; presanena —by 
order; asrjam —I created; prajdh —living beings; tdh imdh —those very persons; 
yabhitum —to have sex; pdpdh —sinful beings; updkrdmanti —are approaching; mam— 
me; prabho —O Lord. 


TRANSLATION 

Lord Brahma, approaching the Lord, addressed Him thus: My Lord, please protect me 
from these sinful demons, who were created by me under Your order. They are infuriated 
by an appetite for sex and have come to attack me. 

PURPORT 

It appears here that the homosexual appetite of males for each other is created in this 
episode of the creation of the demons by Brahma. In other words, the homosexual 
appetite of a man for another man is demoniac and is not for any sane male in the 
ordinary course of life. 

SB 3.20.27 

TEXT 27 

II II 

tvam ekah kila lokdndrh 
klis^ndrh klesa-ndsanah 
tvam ekah klesadas tesdm 
andsanna-paddm tava 

SYNONYMS 

tvam —You; ekah —alone; kila —indeed; lokdndm —of the people; klistdndm —afflicted 
with miseries; klesa —the distresses; ndsanah —relieving; tvam ekah —You alone; klesa- 
dah —inflicting distress; tesdm —on those; andsanna —not taken shelter; paddm —feet; 
tava —Your. 


113 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 










TRANSLATION 


My Lord, You are the only one capable of ending the affliction of the distressed and 
inflicting agony on those who never resort to Your feet. 

PURPORT 

The words klesadas tesdm anasanna-padarh tava indicate that the Lord has two concerns. 
The first is to give protection to persons who take shelter of His lotus feet, and the 
second is to give trouble to those who are always demoniac and who are inimical toward 
the Lord. Ma}/a's function is to give afflictions to the nondevotees. Here Brahma said, 
"You are the protector of the surrendered souls; therefore I surrender unto Your lotus 
feet. Please give me protection from these demons." 

SB 3.20.28 

TEXT 28 

5 II II 

so 'vadharyasya kdrpanyarh 
viviktddhydtma-darsanah 
vimuncdtma-tanurh ghordm 
ity ukto vimumoca ha 

SYNONYMS 

sah —the Supreme Lord, Hari; avadhdrya —perceiving; asya —of Lord Brahma; 
kdrpanyam —the distress; vivikta —without a doubt; adhydtma —minds of others; 
darsanah —one who can see; vimunca —cast off; dtma-tanum —your body; ghordm — 
impure; iti uktah —thus commanded; vimumoca ha —Lord Brahma threw it off. 

TRANSLATION 

The Lord, who can distinctly see the minds of others, perceived Brahma's distress and 
said to him: "Cast off this impure body of yours." Thus commanded by the Lord, Brahma 
cast off his body. 
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PURPORT 


The Lord is described here by the word viviktadhyatma-darsanah. If anyone can 
completely perceive another's distress without doubt, it is the Lord Himself. If someone 
is in distress and wants to get relief from his friend, sometimes it so happens that his 
friend does not appreciate the volume of distress he is suffering. But for the Supreme 
Lord it is not difficult. The Supreme Lord, as Paramatma, is sitting within the heart of 
every living entity, and He directly perceives the exact causes of distress. In Bhagavad- 
gltd the Lord says, sarvasya cdharh hrdi sannivistah: [Bg. 15.15] "I am sitting in everyone's 
heart, and because of Me one's remembrance and forgetfulness occur." Thus whenever 
one fully surrenders unto the Supreme Lord, one finds that He is sitting within one's 
heart. He can give us direction how to get out of dangers or how to approach Him in 
devotional service. The Lord, however, asked Brahma to give up his present body 
because it had created the demoniac principle. According to Sridhara Svami, Brahma's 
constant dropping of his body does not refer to his actually giving up his body. Rather, 
he suggests that Brahma gave up a particular mentality. Mind is the subtle body of the 
living entity. We may sometimes be absorbed in some thought which is sinful, but if we 
give up the sinful thought, it may be said that we give up the body. Brahma's mind was 
not in correct order when he created the demons. It must have been full of passion 
because the entire creation was passionate; therefore such passionate sons were born. It 
follows that any father and mother should also be careful while begetting children. The 
mental condition of a child depends upon the mental status of his parents at the time he 
is conceived. According to the Vedic system, therefore, the garbhddhdna-samskdra, or 
the ceremony for giving birth to a child, is observed. Before begetting a child, one has to 
sanctify his perplexed mind. When the parents engage their minds in the lotus feet of 
the Lord and in such a state the child is born, naturally good devotee children come; 
when the society is full of such good population, there is no trouble from demoniac 
mentalities. 


SB 3.20.29 

TEXT 29 

Hi HHW’HPiki I 

II ^3 II 

tarn kvanac-carandmbhojdrh 
mada-vihvala-locandm 
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kancl-kalapa-vilasad- 

dukula-cchanna-rodhasam 


SYNONYMS 

tarn—that body; kvanat —tinkling with ankle bells; carana-ambhojdm —with lotus feet; 
mada —intoxication; vihvala —overwhelmed; locandm —with eyes; kdncl-kaldpa —with a 
girdle made of golden ornaments; vilasat —shining; dukula —by fine cloth; channa — 
covered; rodhasam —having hips. 


TRANSLATION 

The body given up by Brahma took the form of the evening twilight, when the day and 
night meet, a time which kindles passion. The asuras, who are passionate by nature, 
dominated as they are by the element of rajas, took it for a damsel, whose lotus feet 
resounded with the tinkling of anklets, whose eyes were wide with intoxication and 
whose hips were covered by fine cloth, over which shone a girdle. 


PURPORT 

As early morning is the period for spiritual cultivation, the beginning of evening is the 
period for passion. Demoniac men are generally very fond of sex enjoyment; therefore 
they very much appreciate the approach of evening. The demons took the approach of 
the evening twilight to be a beautiful woman, and they began to adore her in various 
ways. They imagined the twilight to be a very beautiful woman with tinkling bangles on 
her feet, a girdle on her hips, and beautiful breasts, and for their sexual satisfaction they 
imagined the appearance of this beautiful girl before them. 

SB 3.20.30 

TEXT 30 




anyonya-slesayottunga- 
nirantara-payodhardm 
sundsdrh sudvijdrh snigdha- 
hdsa-llldvalokandm 
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SYNONYMS 


anyonya —to each other; slesayd —because of clinging; uttunga —raised; nirantara — 
without intervening space; payah-dharam —breasts; su-ndsdm —shapely nose; su- 
dvijdm —beautiful teeth; snigdha —lovely; hdsa —smile; llld-avalokandm —sportful 
glance. 


TRANSLATION 

Her breasts projected upward because of their clinging to each other, and they were too 
contiguous to admit any intervening space. She had a shapely nose and beautiful teeth; a 
lovely smile played on her lips, and she cast a sportful glance at the asuras. 

SB 3.20.31 

TEXT 31 

'qrf II 9? || 

guhantlm vrldaydtmdnarh 
nlldlaka-varuthinlm 
upalabhydsurd dharma 
sarve sammumuhuh striyam 

SYNONYMS 

guhantlm —hiding; vrldayd —out of shyness; dtmdnam —herself; nila —dark; alaka —hair; 
varuthinlm —a bunch; upalabhya —upon imagining; asurdh —the demons; dharma —O 
Vidura; sarve —all; sammumuhuh —were captivated; striyam —woman. 

TRANSLATION 

Adorned with dark tresses, she hid herself, as it were, out of shyness. Upon seeing that 
girl, the asuras were all infatuated with an appetite for sex. 

PURPORT 

The difference between demons and demigods is that a beautiful woman very easily 
attracts the minds of demons, but she cannot attract the mind of a godly person. A godly 
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person is full of knowledge, and a demoniac person is full of ignorance. Just as a child is 
attracted by a beautiful doll, similarly a demon, who is less intelligent and full of 
ignorance, is attracted by material beauty and an appetite for sex. The godly person 
knows that this nicely dressed and ornamented attraction of high breasts, high hips, 
beautiful nose and fair complexion is mdyd. All the beauty a woman can display is only a 
combination of flesh and blood. Sri Sahkaracarya has advised all persons not to be 
attracted by the interaction of flesh and blood; they should be attracted by the real 
beauty In spiritual life. The real beauty is Krsna and Radha. One who is attracted by the 
beauty of Radha and Krsna cannot be attracted by the false beauty of this material 
world. That is the difference between a demon and a godly person or devotee. 

SB 3.20.32 

TEXT 32 

3# w# '9#!^ 3(Fn ^ m. I 

^ ii ?? ii 

aho rupam oho dhairyam 
aho asyd navarh vayah 
madhye kdmayamdndndm 
akdmeva visarpati 

SYNONYMS 

aho —oh; rupam —what beauty; aho —oh; dhairyam —what self-control; aho —oh; 
asydh —her; navam —budding; vayah —youth; madhye —in the midst; 
kdmayamdndndm —of those passionately longing for; akdmd —free from passion; iva — 
like; visarpati —walking with us. 


TRANSLATION 

The demons praised her: Oh, what a beauty! What rare self-control! What a budding 
youth! In the midst of us all, who are passionately longing for her, she is moving about 
like one absolutely free from passion. 

SB 3.20.33 

TEXT 33 
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Hi I 

srfirawiM f^: II 9? II 


vitarkayanto bahudha 
tarn sandhyam pramadakrtim 
abhisambhdvya visrambhdt 
paryaprcchan kumedhasah 

SYNONYMS 

vitarkayantah —indulging in speculations; bahudhd —various kinds; tdm —her; 
sandhydm —the evening twilight; pramadd —a young woman; dkrtim —in the form of; 
abhisambhdvya —treating with great respect; visrambhdt —fondly; paryaprcchan — 
questioned; ku-medhasah —wicked-minded. 

TRANSLATION 

Indulging in various speculations about the evening twilight, which appeared to them 
endowed with the form of a young woman, the wicked-minded asuras treated her with 
respect and fondly spoke to her as follows. 

SB 3.20.34 

TEXT 34 

ii ii 

kdsi kasydsi rambhoru 
ko vdrthas te 'tra bhdmini 
rupa-dravina-panyena 
durbhagdn no vibddhase 

SYNONYMS 

kd —who; asi —are you; kasya —belonging to whom; asi —are you; rambhoru —O pretty 
one; kah —what; vd —or; arthah —object; te —your; atra —here; bhdmini —O passionate 
lady; rupa —beauty; dravina —priceless; panyena —with the commodity; durbhagdn — 
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unfortunate; nah —us; vibadhase —you tantalize. 

TRANSLATION 

Who are you, O pretty girl? Whose wife or daughter are you, and what can be the object 
of your appearing before us? Why do you tantalize us, unfortunate as we are, with the 
priceless commodity of your beauty? 


PURPORT 

The mentality of the demons in being enamored by the false beauty of this material 
world is expressed herein. The demoniac can pay any price for the skin beauty of this 
material world. They work very hard all day and night, but the purpose of their hard 
work is to enjoy sex life. Sometimes they misrepresent themselves as karma-yogis, not 
knowing the meaning of the word yoga. Yoga means to link up with the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, or to act in Krsiia consciousness. A person who works very 
hard, no matter in what occupation, and who offers the result of the work to the service 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, is called a karma-yogi. 

SB 3.20.35 

TEXT 35 

^ ^ chifilTciHsiA ^ I 

II II 

yd vd kdcit tvam abale 
distyd sandarsanarh tava 
utsunoslksamdndndrh 
kanduka-krldayd manah 

SYNONYMS 

yd —whosoever; vd —or; kdcit —anyone; tvam —you; abale —O beautiful girl; distyd —by 
fortune; sandarsanam —seeing; tava —of you; utsunosi —you agitate; iksamdndndm —of 
the onlookers; kanduka —with a ball; kridayd —by play; manah —the mind. 

TRANSLATION 
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Whosoever you may be, O beautiful girl, we are fortunate in being able to see you. While 
playing with a ball, you have agitated the minds of all onlookers. 

PURPORT 

Demons arrange many kinds of performances to see the glaring beauty of a beautiful 
woman. Here it is stated that they saw the girl playing with a ball. Sometimes the 
demoniac arrange for so-called sports, like tennis, with the opposite sex. The purpose of 
such sporting is to see the bodily construction of the beautiful girl and enjoy a subtle sex 
mentality. This demoniac sex mentality of material enjoyment is sometimes encouraged 
by so-called yogis who encourage the public to enjoy sex life in different varieties and at 
the same time advertise that if one meditates on a certain manufactured mantra one can 
become God within six months. The public wants to be cheated, and Krsna therefore 
creates such cheaters to misrepresent and delude. These so-called yogis are actually 
enjoyers of the world garbed as yogis. Bhagavad-gita, however, recommends that if one 
wants to enjoy life, then it cannot be with these gross senses. A patient is advised by the 
experienced physician to refrain from ordinary enjoyment while in the diseased 
condition. A diseased person cannot enjoy anything; he has to restrain his enjoyment in 
order to get rid of the disease. Similarly, our material condition is a diseased condition. 

If one wants to enjoy real sense enjoyment, then one must get free of the entanglement 
of material existence. In spiritual life we can enjoy sense enjoyment which has no end. 
The difference between material and spiritual enjoyment is that material enjoyment is 
limited. Even if a man engages in material sex enjoyment, he cannot enjoy it for long. 
But when the sex enjoyment is given up, then one can enter spiritual life, which is 
unending. In the Bhdgavatam (5.5.1) it is stated that brahma-saukhya, spiritual 
happiness, is ananta, unending. Foolish creatures are enamored by the beauty of matter 
and think that the enjoyment it offers is real, but actually that is not real enjoyment. 

SB 3.20.36 

TEXT 36 

II 35 II 
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naikatra te jayati sdlini pada-padmarh 
ghnantyd muhuh kara-talena patat-patangam 
madhyarh visldati brhat-stana-bhdra-bhltam 
sdnteva drstir amald susikhd-samuhah 

SYNONYMS 

na —not; ekatra —in one place; te —your; jayati —stay; sdlini —O beautiful woman; pdda- 
padmam —lotus feet; ghnantydh —striking; muhuh —again and again; kara-talena —by 
the palm of the hand; patat —bouncing; patangam —the ball; madhyam —waist; 
visldati —gets fatigued; brhat —full grown; stana —of your breasts; bhdra —by the weight; 
bhltam —oppressed; sdntd iva —as if fatigued; drstih —vision; amald —clear; su — 
beautiful; sikhd —your hair; samuhah —bunch. 

TRANSLATION 

O beautiful woman, when you strike the bouncing ball against the ground with your hand 
again and again, your lotus feet do not stay in one place. Oppressed by the weight of your 
full-grown breasts, your waist becomes fatigued, and your clear vision grows dull, as it 
were. Pray braid your comely hair. 


PURPORT 

The demons observed beautiful gestures in the woman's every step. Here they praise her 
full-grown breasts, her scattered hair and her movements in stepping forward and 
backward while playing with the ball. In every step they enjoy her womanly beauty, and 
while they enjoy her beauty their minds become agitated by sex desire. As moths at 
night surround a fire and are killed, so the demons become victims of the movements of 
the ball-like breasts of a beautiful woman. The scattered hair of a beautiful woman also 
afflicts the heart of a lusty demon. 

SB 3.20.37 

TEXT 37 

# HFRPft ?PW|IHy-!h 51WI#t I 

ii ii 

iti sdyantanlm sandhydm 
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asurdh pramadayatlm 
pralobhayantlrn jagrhur 
matvd mudha-dhiyah striyam 

SYNONYMS 

iti —in this way; sdyantanlm —the evening; sandhydm —twilight; asurdh —the demons; 
pramaddyatlm —behaving like a wanton woman; pralobhayantlrn —alluring; jagrhuh — 
seized; matvd —thinking to be; mudha-dhiyah —unintelligent; striyam —a woman. 

TRANSLATION 

The asuras, clouded in their understanding, took the evening twilight to be a beautiful 
woman showing herself in her alluring form, and they seized her. 

PURPORT 

The asuras are described here as mudha-dhiyah, meaning that they are captivated by 
ignorance, just like the ass. The demons were captivated by the false, glaring beauty of 
this material form, and thus they embraced her. 

SB 3.20.38 

TEXT 38 

wt II ?== II 

prahasya bhdva-gambhlrarfi 
jighrantydtmdnam dtmand 
kdntyd sasarja bhagavdn 
gandharvdpsarasdrh garidn 

SYNONYMS 

prahasya —smiling; bhdva-gambhlram —with a deep purpose; jighrantyd —understanding; 
dtmdnam —himself; dtmand —by himself; kdntyd —by his loveliness; sasarja —created; 
bhagavdn —the worshipful Lord Brahma; gandharva —the celestial musicians; 
apsarasdm —and of the heavenly dancing girls; garidn —the hosts of. 
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TRANSLATION 


With a laugh full of deep significance, the worshipful Brahma then evolved hy his own 
loveliness, which seemed to enjoy itself by itself, the hosts of Gandharvas and Apsaras. 

PURPORT 

The musicians in the upper planetary systems are called Gandharvas, and the dancing 
girls are called Apsaras. After being attacked by the demons and evolving a form of a 
beautiful woman in the twilight, Brahma next created Gandharvas and Apsaras. Music 
and dancing employed in sense gratification are to be accepted as demoniac, but the 
same music and dancing, when employed in glorifying the Supreme Lord as klrtana, are 
transcendental, and they bring about a life completely fit for spiritual enjoyment. 

SB 3.20.39 

TEXT 39 

^ ^ II II 

visasarja tanurh tarn vai 
jyotsndrh kdntimatlrh priydm 
ta eva cddaduh prityd 
visvdvasu-purogamdh 

SYNONYMS 

visasarja —gave up; tanum —form; tarn—that; vai —in fact; jyotsndm —moonlight; kdnti- 
matlm —shining; priydm —beloved; te —the Gandharvas; eva —certainly; ca —and; 
ddaduh —took possession; prityd —gladly; visvdvasu-purah-gamdh —headed by Visvavasu. 

TRANSLATION 

After that, Brahma gave up that shining and beloved form of moonlight. Visvavasu and 
other Gandharvas gladly took possession of it. 

SB 3.20.40 

TEXT 40 
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feJciwyl II Ho II 


srsWd bhuta-pisdcdrhs ca 
bhagavdn dtma-tandrind 
dig-vdsaso mukta-kesdn 
vlksya cdmllayad drsau 

SYNONYMS 

srstvd —having created; bhuta —ghosts; pisdcdn —fiends; ca —and; bhagavdn —Lord 
Brahma; dtma —his; tandrind —from laziness; dik-vdsasah —naked; mukta —disheveled; 
kesdn —hair; vlksya —seeing; ca —and; amllayat —closed; drsau —two eyes. 

TRANSLATION 

The glorious Brahma next evolved from his sloth the ghosts and fiends, but he closed his 
eyes when he saw them stand naked with their hair scattered. 

PURPORT 

Ghosts and mischievous hobgoblins are also the creation of Brahma; they are not false. 
All of them are meant for putting the conditioned soul into various miseries. They are 
understood to be the creation of Brahma under the direction of the Supreme Lord. 

SB 3.20.41 

TEXT 41 

gi gg 5pii; i 

rig^ ii a? ii 

jagrhus tad-visrstdrh tdrh 
jrmbhandkhydrfi tanurfi prabhoh 
nidrdm indriya-vikledo 
yayd bhutesu drsyate 
yenocchistdn dharsayanti 
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tarn unmadarh pracaksate 


SYNONYMS 

jagrhuh —took possession; tat-visrstdm —thrown off by him; tdm —that; jrmbharia- 
dkhydm —known as yawning; tanum —the body; prabhoh —of Lord Brahma; nidrdm — 
sleep; indriya-vikledah —drooling; yayd —by which; bhutesu —among the living beings; 
drsyate —is observed; yena —by which; ucchistdn —smeared with stool and urine; 
dharsayanti —bewilder; tarn —that; unmddam —madness; pracaksate —is spoken of. 

TRANSLATION 

The ghosts and hobgoblins took possession of the body thrown off in the form of yawning 
by Brahma, the creator of the living entities. This is also known as the sleep which causes 
drooling. The hobgoblins and ghosts attack men who are impure, and their attack is 
spoken of as insanity. 


PURPORT 

The disease of insanity or being haunted by ghosts takes place in an unclean state of 
existence. Here it is clearly stated that when a man is fast asleep and saliva flows from 
his mouth and he remains unclean, ghosts then take advantage of his unclean state and 
haunt his body. In other words, those who drool while sleeping are considered unclean 
and are subject to be haunted by ghosts or to, go insane. 

SB 3.20.42 

TEXT 42 

I 

HMtt Wt II II 

urjasvantarh manyamdna 
dtmdnarh bhagavdn ajah 
sddhydn garidn pitr-garidn 
parokseridsrjat prabhuh 

SYNONYMS 
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urjah-vantam —full of energy; manyamdnah —recognizing; dtmdnam —himself; 
bhagavdn —the most worshipful; ajah —Brahma; sddhydn —the demigods; gandn —hosts; 
pitr-gandn —and the Pitas; paroksena —from his invisible form; asrjat —created; 
prabhuh —the lord of beings. 


TRANSLATION 

Recognizing himself to be full of desire and energy, the worshipful Brahma, the creator of 
the living entities, evolved from his own invisible form, from his navel, the hosts of 
Sadhyas and Pitas. 


PURPORT 

The Sadhyas and Pitas are invisible forms of departed souls, and they are also created by 
Brahma. 


SB 3.20.43 

TEXT 43 

^ SIFRIlf ^ ^ I 

II a? ii 

ta dtma-sargarh tarn kdyarh 
pitarah pratipedire 
sddhyebhyas ca pitrbhyas ca 
kavayo yad vitanvate 

SYNONYMS 

te —they; dtma-sargam —source of their existence; tarn —that; kdyam —body; pitarah — 
the Pitas; pratipedire —accepted; sddhyebhyah —to the Sadhyas; ca —and; pitrbhyah —to 
the Pitas; ca—also; kavayah —those well versed in rituals; yat —through which; 
vitanvate —offer oblations. 


TRANSLATION 

The Pitas themselves took possession of the invisible body, the source of their existence. 
It is through the medium of this invisible body that those well versed in the rituals offer 
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oblations to the Sadhyas and Pitas [in the form of their departed ancestors] on the 
occasion of sraddha. 


PURPORT 

Sraddha is a ritualistic performance observed by the followers of the Vedas. There is a 
yearly occasion of fifteen days when ritualistic religionists follow the principle of 
offering oblations to departed souls. Thus those fathers and ancestors who, by freaks of 
nature, might not have a gross body for material enjoyment can again gain such bodies 
due to the offering of sraddha oblations by their descendants. The performance of 
sraddha, or offering oblations with prasada, is still current in India, especially at Gaya, 
where oblations are offered at the lotus feet of Visnu in a celebrated temple. Because the 
Lord is thus pleased with the devotional service of the descendants, by His grace He 
liberates the condemned souls of forefathers who do not have gross bodies, and He 
favors them to again receive a gross body for development of spiritual advancement. 
Unfortunately, by the influence of mdyd, the conditioned soul employs the body he gets 
for sense gratification, forgetting that such an occupation may lead him to return to an 
invisible body. The devotee of the Lord, or one who is in Krsna consciousness, however, 
does not need to perform such ritualistic ceremonies as srdddha because he is always 
pleasing the Supreme Lord; therefore his fathers and ancestors who might have been in 
difficulty are automatically relieved. The vivid example is Prahlada Maharaja. Prahlada 
Maharaja requested Lord Nrsirtihadeva to deliver his sinful father, who had so many 
times offended the lotus feet of the Lord. The Lord replied that in a family where a 
Vaisnava like Prahlada is born, not only his father but his father's father and their 
fathers—up to the fourteenth father back—are all automatically delivered. The 
conclusion, therefore, is that Krsna consciousness is the sum total of all good work for 
the family, for society and for all living entities. In the Caitanya-caritdmrta the author 
says that a person fully conversant with Krsna consciousness does not perform any 
rituals because he knows that simply by serving Krsna in full Krsna consciousness, all 
rituals are automatically performed. 

SB 3.20.44 

TEXT 44 
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siddhan vidyadharams caiva 
tirodhanena so 'srjat 
tebhyo 'dadat tarn dtmdnam 
antardhdndkhyam adbhutam 

SYNONYMS 

siddhdn —the Siddhas; vidyddhardn —Vidyadharas; ca eva —and also; tirodhdnena —by 
the faculty of remaining hidden from vision; sah —Lord Brahma; asrjat —created; 
tebhyah —to them; adaddt —gave; tarn dtmdnam —that form of his; antardhdna- 
dkhyam —known as the Antardhana; adbhutam —wonderful. 

TRANSLATION 

Then Lord Brahma, by his ability to be hidden from vision, created the Siddhas and 
Vidyadharas and gave them that wonderful form of his known as the Antardhana. 

PURPORT 

Antardhdna means that these living creatures can be perceived to be present, but they 
cannot be seen by vision. 

SB 3.20.45 

TEXT 45 

sa kinnardn kimpurusdn 
pratydtmyendsrjat prabhuh 
mdnayann dtmandtmdnam 
dtmdbhdsarh vilokayan 

SYNONYMS 

sah —Lord Brahma; kinnardn —the Kinnaras; kimpurusdn —the Kimpurusas; 
pratydtmyena —from his reflection (in water); asrjat —created; prabhuh —the lord of the 
living beings (Brahma); mdnayan —admiring; dtmand dtmdnam —himself by himself; 
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atma-abhasam —his reflection; vilokayan —seeing. 


TRANSLATION 

One day, Brahma, the creator of the living entities, beheld his own reflection in the 
water, and admiring himself, he evolved Kimpurusas as well as Kinnaras out of that 
reflection. 


SB 3.20.46 

TEXT 46 

II 8^ II 

te tu taj jagrhu ruparh 
tyaktarh yat paramesthind 
mithunl-bhuya gdyantas 
tam evosasi karmabhih 

SYNONYMS 

te —they (the Kinnaras and Kimpurusas); tu —but; tat —that; jagr/iwh—took possession 
of; rupam —that shadowy form; tyaktam —given up; yat —which; paramesthind —by 
Brahma; mithunl-bhuya —coming together with their spouses; gdyantah —praise in song; 
tam —him; eva —only; usasi —at daybreak; karmabhih —with his exploits. 

TRANSLATION 

The Kimpurusas and Kinnaras took possession of that shadowy form left by Brahma. 

That is why they and their spouses sing his praises by recounting his exploits at every 
daybreak. 


PURPORT 

The time early in the morning, one and a half hours before sunrise, is called brdhma- 
muhurta. During this brdhma-muhurta, spiritual activities are recommended. Spiritual 
activities performed early in the morning have a greater effect than in any other part of 
the day. 
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TEXT 47 


SB 3.20.47 


^ I ’itwn wit I 

II II 

dehena vai bhogavatd 
saydno bahu-cintayd 
sarge 'nupacite krodhdd 
utsasarja ha tad vapuh 

SYNONYMS 

dehena —with his body; vai —indeed; bhogavatd —stretching out full length; saydnah — 
lying fully stretched; bahu —great; cintayd —with concern; sarge —the creation; 
anupacite —not proceeded; krodhdt —out of anger; utsasarja —gave up; ha —in fact; tat — 
that; vapuh —body. 


TRANSLATION 


Once Brahma lay down with his body stretched at full length. He was very concerned 
that the work of creation had not proceeded apace, and in a sullen mood he gave up that 
body too. 

SB 3.20.48 

TEXT 48 





3iwiy5:i ^tfli^ I 

ii ii 


ye 'hlyantdmutah kesd 
ahayas te 'nga jajnire 
sarpdh prasarpatah krurd 
ndgd bhogoru-kandhardh 


SYNONYMS 

ye —which; ahiyanta —dropped out; amutah —from that; kesdh —hairs; ahayah —snakes; 


131 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 












te —they; anga —O dear Vidura; jajnire—took birth as; sarpdh —snakes; prasarpatah — 
from the crawling body; krurdh —envious; ndgdh —cobras; bhoga —with hoods; uru —big; 
kandhardh —whose necks. 


TRANSLATION 

O dear Vidura, the hair that dropped from that body transformed into snakes, and even 
while the body crawled along with its hands and feet contracted, there sprang from it 
ferocious serpents and Nagas with their hoods expanded. 

SB 3.20.49 

TEXT 49 

^ II II 

sa dtmdnarh manyamdnah 
krta-krtyam ivdtmabhuh 
tadd manun sasarjdnte 
manasd loka-bhdvandn 

SYNONYMS 

sah —Lord Brahma; dtmdnam —himself; manyamdnah —considering; krta-krtyam —had 
accomplished the object of life; iva —as if; dtmabhuh —born from the Supreme; tadd — 
then; manun —the Manus; sasarja —created; ante —at the end; manasd —from his mind; 
loka —of the world; bhdvandn —promoting the welfare. 

TRANSLATION 

One day Brahma, the self-born, the first living creature, felt as if the object of his life had 
been accomplished. At that time he evolved from his mind the Manus, who promote the 
welfare activities or the universe. 


SB 3.20.50 

TEXT 50 
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^ ^ i(o II 


tebhyah so 'srjat sviyarh 
purarh purusam dtmavdn 
tdn drstvd ye purd srstdh 
prasasarhsuh prajdpatim 

SYNONYMS 

tebhyah —to them; sah —Lord Brahma; asrjat —gave; svlyam —his own; puram —body; 
purusam —human; dtma-vdn —self-possessed; tdn —them; drstvd —on seeing; ye —those 
who; purd —earlier; srstdh —were created (the demigods, Gandharvas, etc., who were 
created earlier); prasasarhsuh —applauded; prajdpatim —Brahma (the lord of created 
beings). 


TRANSLATION 

The self-possessed creator gave them his own human form. On seeing the Manus, those 
who had been created earlier—the demigods, the Gandharvas and so on—applauded 
Brahma, the lord of the universe. 

SB 3.20.51 

TEXT 51 

31^ ^ ^ I 

uRifedi; ii v? ii 

aho etaj jagat-srastah 
sukrtarh bata te krtam 
pratisthitdh kriyd yasmin 
sdkam annam addma he 

SYNONYMS 

aho —oh; etat —this; jagat-srastah —O creator of the universe; sukrtam —well done; 
bata —indeed; te —by you; krtam —produced; pratisthitdh —established soundly; kriydh — 
all ritualistic performances; yasmin —in which; sdkam —along with this; annam —the 
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sacrificial oblations; adama —we shall share; he —O. 

TRANSLATION 

They prayed: O creator of the universe, we are glad; what you have produced is well 
done. Since ritualistic acts have now been established soundly in this human form, we 
shall all share the sacrificial oblations. 


PURPORT 

The importance of sacrifice is also mentioned in Bhagavad-gita, Third Chapter, verse 10. 
The Lord confirms there that in the beginning of creation Brahma created the Manus, 
along with the ritualistic sacrificial method, and blessed them: "Continue these 
sacrificial rites, and you will be gradually elevated to your proper position of self- 
realization and will also enjoy material happiness." All the living entities created by 
Brahma are conditioned souls and are inclined to lord it over material nature. The 
purpose of sacrificial rituals is to revive, gradually, the spiritual realization of the living 
entities. That is the beginning of life within this universe. These sacrificial rituals, 
however, are intended to please the Supreme Lord. Unless one pleases the Supreme 
Lord, or unless one is Krsna conscious, one cannot be happy either in material 
enjoyment or in spiritual realization. 

SB 3.20.52 

TEXT 52 

mH: II K? II 

tapasd vidyaya yukto 
yogena susamadhind 
rsin rsir hrslkesah 
sasarjdbhimatdh prajdh 

SYNONYMS 

tapasd —by penance; vidyayd —by worship; yuktah —being engaged; yogena —by 
concentration of the mind in devotion; su-samddhind —by nice meditation; rsin—the 
sages; rsih —the first seer (Brahma); hrslkesah —the controller of his senses; sasarja — 
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created; abhimatah —beloved; prajah —sons. 


TRANSLATION 

Having equipped himself with austere penance, adoration, mental concentration and 
absorption in devotion, accompanied by dispassion, and having controlled his senses, 
Brahma, the self-born living creature, evolved great sages as his beloved sons. 

PURPORT 

The ritualistic performances of sacrifice are meant for material economic development; 
in other words, they are meant to keep the body in good condition for cultivation of 
spiritual knowledge. But for actual attainment of spiritual knowledge, other 
qualifications are needed. What is essential is vidya, or worship of the Supreme Lord. 
Sometimes the word yoga is used to refer to the gymnastic performances of different 
bodily postures which help mental concentration. Generally, the different bodily 
postures in the yoga system are accepted by less intelligent men to be the end of yoga, 
but actually they are meant to concentrate the mind upon the Supersoul. After creating 
persons for economic development, Brahma created sages who would set the example for 
spiritual realization. 

SB 3.20.53 

TEXT 53 

II II 

tebhyas caikaikasah svasya 
dehasyariisam adad ajah 
yat tat samadhi-yogarddhi- 
tapo-vidya-viraktimat 

SYNONYMS 

tebhyah —to them; ca —and; ekaikasah —each one; svasya —of his own; dehasya —body; 
arhsam —part; adat —gave; ajah —the unborn Brahma; yat —which; tat —that; 
samadhi —deep meditation; yoga —concentration of the mind; rddhi —supernatural 
power; tapah —austerity; vidya —knowledge; virakti —renunciation; mat —possessing. 
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TRANSLATION 


To each one of these sons the unhorn creator of the universe gave a part of his own body, 
which was characterized hy deep meditation, mental concentration, supernatural power, 
austerity, adoration and renunciation. 


PURPORT 

The word viraktimat in this verse means "possessed of the qualification of renunciation." 
Spiritual realization cannot be attained by materialistic persons. For those who are 
addicted to sense enjoyment, spiritual realization is not possible. In Bhagavad-gltd it is 
stated that those who are too attached to seeking material possessions and material 
enjoyment cannot reach yoga-samadhi, absorption in Krsna consciousness. Propaganda 
that one can enjoy this life materially and at the same time spiritually advance is simply 
bogus. The principles of renunciation are four: (1) to avoid illicit sex life, (2) to avoid 
meat-eating, (3) to avoid intoxication and (4) to avoid gambling. These four principles 
are called tapasya, or austerity. To absorb the mind in the Supreme in Krsna 
consciousness is the process of spiritual realization. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Twentieth Chapter, of the 

A 

Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "Conversation Between Maitreya and Vidura." 

SB 3.21: Conversation Between Manu and Kardama 


21. Conversation Between Manu and Kardama 


SB 3.21.1 

TEXTl 

5rai; II ? II 

vidura uvdca 

svdyambhuvasya ca manor 


136 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 










vamsah parama-sammatah 
kathyatdrii bhagavan yatra 
maithunenaidhire prajdh 

SYNONYMS 

vidurah uvdca —Vidura said; svdyambhuvasya —of Svayambhuva; ca —and; manoh —of 
Manu; vamsah —the dynasty; parama —most; sammatah —esteemed; kathyatdm —kindly 
describe; bhagavan —O worshipful sage; yatra —in which; maithunena —through sexual 
intercourse; edhire —multiplied; prajdh —the progeny. 

TRANSLATION 

Vidura said: The line of Svayambhuva Manu was most esteemed. O worshipful sage, I 
beg you—give me an account of this race, whose progeny multiplied through sexual 
intercourse. 


PURPORT 

Regulated sex life to generate good population is worth accepting. Actually, Vidura was 
not interested in hearing the history of persons who merely engaged in sex life, but he 
was interested in the progeny of Svayambhuva Manu because in that dynasty, good 
devotee kings appeared who protected their subjects very carefully with spiritual 
knowledge. By hearing the history of their activities, therefore, one becomes more 
enlightened. An important word used in this connection is parama-sammatah, which 
indicates that the progeny created by Svayambhuva Manu and his sons was approved of 
by great authorities. In other words, sex life for creating exemplary population is 
acceptable to all sages and authorities of Vedic scripture. 

SB 3.21.2 

TEXT 2 

qqraif II 5 II 

priyavratottdnapddau 
sutau svdyambhuvasya vai 
yathd-dharmarn jugupatuh 
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sapta-dvlpavatlrh mahlm 


SYNONYMS 

priyavrata —Maharaja Priyavrata; uttanapadau —and Maharaja Uttanapada; sutau —the 
two sons; svdyambhuvasya —of Svayambhuva Manu; vai —indeed; yathd —according to; 
dharmam —religious principles; jugupatuh —ruled; sapta-dvlpa-vatlm —consisting of 
seven islands; mahlm —the world. 


TRANSLATION 

The two great sons of Svayambhuva Manu—Priyavrata and Uttanapada—ruled the 
world, consisting of seven islands, just according to religious principles. 

PURPORT 

Srlmad-Bhdgavatam is also a history of the great rulers of different parts of the universe. 
In this verse the names of Priyavrata and Uttanapada, sons of Svayambhuva, are 
mentioned. They ruled this earth, which is divided into seven islands. These seven 
islands are still current, as Asia, Europe, Africa, America, Australia and the North and 
South Poles. There is no chronological history of all the Indian kings in Srlmad- 
Bhdgavatam, but the deeds of the most important kings, such as Priyavrata and 
Uttanapada, and many others, like Lord Ramacandra and Maharaja Yudhisthira, are 
recorded because the activities of such pious kings are worth hearing; people may benefit 
by studying their histories. 

SB 3.21.3 

TEXT 3 

jraiqlWi cwm II ? II 

tasya vai duhitd brahman 
devahutlti visrutd 
patnl prajdpater uktd 
kardamasya tvaydnagha 

SYNONYMS 
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tasya —of that Manu; vai —indeed; duhita —the daughter; brahman —O holy brdhmana; 
devahuti —named Devahuti; iti —thus; visrutd —was known; patnl —wife; prajdpateh —of 
the lord of created beings; uktd —has been spoken of; kardamasya —of Kardama Muni; 
tvayd —by you; anagha —O sinless one. 

TRANSLATION 

O holy brahmana, O sinless one, you have spoken of his daughter, known by the name 
Devahuti, as the wife of the sage Kardama, the lord of created beings. 

PURPORT 

Here we are speaking of Svayambhuva Manu, but in Bhagavad-gitd we hear about 
Vaivasvata Manu. The present age belongs to the Vaivasvata Manu. Svayambhuva 
Manu was previously ruling, and his history begins from the Varaha age, or the 
millennium when the Lord appeared as the boar. There are fourteen Manus in one day 
of the life of Brahma, and in the life of each Manu there are particular incidents. The 
Vaivasvata Manu of Bhagavad-gltd is different from Svayambhuva Manu. 

SB 3.21.4 

TEXT 4 

cpf^ c(i4 ^ II B II 

tasydrh sa vai mahd-yogl 
yuktdydrh yoga-laksanaih 
sasarja katidhd viryarh 
tan me susrusave vada 

SYNONYMS 

tasydm —in her; sah —Kardama Muni; vai —in fact; mahd-yogl —great mystic yogi; 
yuktdydm —endowed; yoga-laksanaih —with the eightfold symptoms of yogic perfection; 
sasarja —propagated; katidhd —how many times; vlryam —offspring; tat —that narration; 
me —to me; suhusave —who am eager to hear; vada —tell. 

TRANSLATION 
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How many offspring did that great yogi beget through the princess, who was endowed 
with eightfold perfection in the yoga principles? Oh, pray tell me this, for I am eager to 
hear it. 


PURPORT 

Here Vidura inquired about Kardama Muni and his wife, Devahuti, and about their 
children. It is described here that Devahuti was very much advanced in the performance 
of eightfold yoga. The eight divisions of yoga performance are described as (1) control of 
the senses, (2) strict following of the rules and regulations, (3) practice of the different 
sitting postures, (4) control of the breath, (5) withdrawing the senses from sense objects, 
(6) concentration of the mind, (7) meditation and (8) self-realization. After self- 
realization there are eight further perfectional stages, which are called yoga-siddhis. The 
husband and wife, Kardama and Devahuti, were advanced in yoga practice; the husband 
was a mahd-yogi, great mystic, and the wife was a yoga-laksana, or one advanced in yoga. 
They united and produced children. Formerly, after making their lives perfect, great 
sages and saintly persons used to beget children, otherwise they strictly observed the 
rules and regulations of celibacy. Brahmacarya (following the rules and regulations of 
celibacy) is required for perfection of self-realization and mystic power. There is no 
recommendation in the Vedic scriptures that one can go on enjoying material sense 
gratification at one's whims, as one likes, and at the same time become a great meditator 
by paying a rascal some money. 

SB 3.21.5 

TEXTS 

^ *iFif ^ II II 

rucir yo bhagavdn brahman 
dakso vd brahmanah sutah 
yathd sasarja bhutdni 
labdhvd bhdrydrh ca mdnavlm 

SYNONYMS 

rucih —Ruci; yah —who; bhagavdn —worshipful; brahman —O holy sage; daksah —Daksa; 
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vd —and; brahmanah —of Lord Brahma; sutah —the son; yathd —in what way; sasarja — 
generated; bhutdni —offspring; labdhvd —after securing; bhdrydm —as their wives; ca — 
and; mdnavim —the daughters of Svayambhuva Manu. 

TRANSLATION 

O holy sage, tell me how the worshipful Ruci and Daksa, the son of Brahma, generated 
children after securing as their wives the other two daughters of Svayambhuva Manu. 

PURPORT 

All the great personalities who increased the population in the beginning of the 
creation are called Prajapatis. Brahma is also known as Prajapati, as were some of his 
later sons. Svayambhuva Manu is also known as Prajapati, as is Daksa, another son of 
Brahma. Svayambhuva had two daughters, Akuti and Prasuti. The Prajapati Ruci 
married Akuti, and Daksa married Prasuti. These couples and their children produced 
immense numbers of children to populate the entire universe. Vidura's inquiry was, 

"How did they beget the population in the beginning?" 

SB 3.21.6 

TEXT 6 

II 5 II 

maitreya uvdca 
prajdh srjeti bhagavdn 
kardamo brahmanoditah 
sarasvatydrh tapas tepe 
sahasrdndrh samd dasa 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —the great sage Maitreya said; prajdh —children; srja —beget; iti —thus; 
bhagavdn —the worshipful; kardamah —Kardama Muni; brahmand —by Lord Brahma; 
uditah —commanded; sarasvatydm —on the bank of the River Sarasvati; tapah — 
penance; tepe —practiced; sahasrdndm —of thousands; samdh —years; dasa —ten. 
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TRANSLATION 


The great sage Maitreya replied: Commanded by Lord Brahma to beget children in the 
worlds, the worshipful Kardama Muni practiced penance on the bank of the River 
Sarasvati for a period of ten thousand years. 

PURPORT 

It is understood herein that Kardama Muni meditated in yoga for ten thousand years 
before attaining perfection. Similarly, we have information that Valmiki Muni also 
practiced yoga meditation for sixty thousand years before attaining perfection. 
Therefore, yoga practice can be successfully performed by persons who have a very long 
duration of life, such as one hundred thousand years; in that way it is possible to have 
perfection in yoga. Otherwise, there is no possibility of attaining the real perfection. 
Following the regulations, controlling the senses and practicing the different sitting 
postures are merely the preliminary practices. We do not know how people can be 
captivated by the bogus yoga system in which it is stated that simply by meditating 
fifteen minutes daily one can attain the perfection of becoming one with God. This age 
(Kali-yuga) is the age of bluffing and quarrel. Actually there is no possibility of attaining 
yoga perfection by such paltry proposals. The Vedic literature, for emphasis, clearly 
states three times that in this age of Kali-kalau nasty eva nasty eva nasty eva —there is no 
other alternative, no other alternative, no other alternative than harer ndma [Adi 17.21], 
chanting the holy name of the Lord. 

SB 3.21.7 

TEXT? 

II a II 

tatah samadhi-yuktena 
kriyd-yogena kardamah 
samprapede harirn bhaktyd 
prapanna-varaddsusam 

SYNONYMS 

tatah —then, in that penance; samddhi-yuktena —in trance; kriyd-yogena —by bhakti- 
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yoga worship; kardamah —the sage Kardama; samprapede —served; harim —the 
Personality of Godhead; bhaktyd —in devotional service; prapanna —to the surrendered 
souls; varaddsusam —the bestower of all blessings. 

TRANSLATION 

During that period of penance, the sage Kardama, by worship through devotional service 
in trance, propitiated the Personality of Godhead, who is the quick bestower of all 
blessings upon those who flee to Him for protection. 

PURPORT 

The significance of meditation is described here. Kardama Muni practiced mystic yoga 
meditation for ten thousand years just to please the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Hari. Therefore, whether one practices yoga or speculates and does research to find God, 
one's efforts must be mixed with the process of devotion. Without devotion, nothing can 
be perfect. The target of perfection and realization is the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. In the Sixth Ghapter of Bhagavad-gitd it is clearly said that one who 
constantly engages in Krsna consciousness is the topmost yogi. The Personality of 
Godhead, Hari, also fulfills the desires of His surrendered devotee. One has to surrender 
unto the lotus feet of the Personality of Godhead, Hari, or Krsna, in order to achieve 
real success. Devotional service, or engagement in Krsna consciousness, is the direct 
method, and all other methods, although recommended, are indirect. In this age of Kali 
the direct method is especially more feasible than the indirect because people are short¬ 
living, their intelligence is poor, and they are poverty-stricken and embarrassed by so 
many miserable disturbances. Lord Caitanya, therefore, has given the greatest boon: in 
this age one simply has to chant the holy name of God to attain perfection in spiritual 
life. 

The words samprapede harim mean that in various ways Kardama Muni satisfied the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Hari, by his devotional service. Devotional service is 
also expressed by the word kriyd-yogena. Kardama Muni not only meditated but also 
engaged in devotional service; to attain perfection in yoga practice or meditation, one 
must act in devotional service by hearing, chanting, remembering, etc. Remembering is 
meditation also. But who is to be remembered? One should remember the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Not only must one remember the Supreme Person; one must 
hear about the activities of the Lord and chant His glories. This information is in the 
authoritative scriptures. After engaging himself for ten thousand years in performing 
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different types of devotional service, Kardama Muni attained the perfection of 
meditation, but that is not possible in this age of Kali, wherein it is very difficult to live 
for as much as one hundred years. At the present moment, who will be successful in the 
rigid performance of the many yoga rules and regulations? Moreover, perfection is 
attained only by those who are surrendered souls. Where there is no mention of the 
Personality of Godhead, where is there surrender? And where there is no meditation 
upon the Personality of Godhead, where is the yoga practice? Unfortunately, people in 
this age, especially persons who are of a demoniac nature, want to be cheated. Thus the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead sends great cheaters who mislead them in the name of 
yoga and render their lives useless and doomed. In Bhagavad-glta, therefore, it is clearly 
stated, in the Sixteenth Ghapter, verse 17, that rascals of self-made authority, being 
puffed up by illegally collected money, perform yoga without following the authoritative 
books. They are very proud of the money they have plundered from innocent persons 
who wanted to be cheated. 


SB 3.21.8 

TEXTS 

II == II 

tdvat prasanno bhagavdn 
puskardksah krte yuge 
darsaydm dsa tarn ksattah 
sdbdarh brahma dadhad vapuh 

SYNONYMS 

tdvat —then; prasannah —being pleased; bhagavdn —the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead; puskara-aksah —lotus-eyed; krte yuge —in the Satya-yuga; darsaydm dsa — 
showed; tarn —to that Kardama Muni; ksattah —O Vidura; sdbdam —which is to be 
understood only through the Vedas; brahma —the Absolute Truth; dadhat —exhibiting; 
vapuh —His transcendental body. 


TRANSLATION 

Then, in the Satya-yuga, the lotus-eyed Supreme Personality of Godhead, being pleased. 
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showed Himself to that Kardama Muni and displayed His transcendental form, which can 
he understood only through the Vedas. 


PURPORT 

Here two points are very significant. The first is that Kardama Muni attained success by 
yoga practice in the beginning of Satya-yuga, when people used to live for one hundred 
thousand years. Kardama Muni attained success, and the Lord, being pleased with him, 
showed him His form, which is not imaginary. Sometimes the impersonalists recommend 
that one can arbitrarily concentrate one's mind on some form he imagines or which 
pleases him. But here it is very clearly said that the form which the Lord showed to 
Kardama Muni by His divine grace is described in the Vedic literature. Sabdarh brahma: 
the forms of the Lord are clearly indicated in the Vedic literature. Kardama Muni did 
not discover any imaginary form of God, as alleged by rascals; he actually saw the 
eternal, blissful and transcendental form of the Lord. 

SB 3.21.9 

TEXT 9 

II ^ II 

sa tarn virajam arkdbharh 
sita-padmotpala-srajam 
snigdha-nilalaka-vrata- 
vaktrdbjarh virajo 'mbaram 

SYNONYMS 

sah —that Kardama Muni; tarn —Him; virajam —without contamination; arka-dbham — 
effulgent like the sun; sita —white; padma —lotuses; utpala —water lilies; srajam — 
garland; snigdha —slick; nila —blackish-blue; alaka —of locks of hair; vrdta —an 
abundance; vaktra —face; abjam —lotuslike; virajah —spotless; ambaram —clothing. 

TRANSLATION 

Kardama Muni saw the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is free from material 
contamination, in His eternal form, effulgent like the sun, wearing a garland of white 
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lotuses and water lilies. The Lord was clad in spotless yellow silk, and His lotus face was 
fringed with slick dark locks of curly hair. 

SB 3.21.10 

TEXT 10 

MW I 

II ?° II 

kirltinarh kundalinarh 
safikha-cakra-gada-dharam 
svetotpala-kndanakarh 
manah-sparsa-smiteksanam 

SYNONYMS 

kiritinam —adorned with a crown; kundalinam —wearing earrings; saiikha —conch; 
cakra —disc; gadd —mace; dharam —holding; sveta —white; utpala —lily; krldanakam — 
plaything; manah —heart; sparsa —touching; smita —smiling; iksanam —and glancing. 

TRANSLATION 

Adorned with a crown and earrings, He held His characteristic conch, disc and mace in 
three of His hands and a white lily in the fourth. He glanced about in a happy, smiling 
mood whose sight captivates the hearts of all devotees. 

SB 3.21.11 

TEXT 11 

^ II ?? II 

vinyasta-carandmbhojam 
arhsa-dese garutmatah 
drstvd khe 'vasthitarh vaksah- 
sriyarh kaustubha-kandharam 

SYNONYMS 
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vinyasta —having been placed; carana-ambhojam —lotus feet; arhsa-dese —on the 
shoulders; garutmatah —of Garuda; drstvd —having seen; khe —in the air; avasthitam — 
standing; vaksah —on His chest; sriyam —auspicious mark; kaustubha —the Kaustubha 
gem; kandharam —neck. 


TRANSLATION 

A golden streak on His chest, the famous Kaustubha gem suspended from His neck, He 
stood in the air with His lotus feet placed on the shoulders of Garuda. 

PURPORT 

The descriptions in verses 9-11 of the Lord in His transcendental, eternal form are 
understood to be descriptions from the authoritative Vedic version. These descriptions 
are certainly not the imagination of Kardama Muni. The decorations of the Lord are 

A 

beyond material conception, as admitted even by impersonalists like Sankaracarya: 
Narayana, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, has nothing to do with the material 
creation. The varieties of the transcendental Lord—His body. His form. His dress. His 
instruction. His words—are not manufactured by the material energy, but are all 
confirmed in the Vedic literature. By performance of yoga Kardama Muni actually saw 
the Supreme Lord as He is. There was no point in seeing an imagined form of God after 
practicing yoga for ten thousand years. The perfection of yoga, therefore, does not 
terminate in voidness or impersonalism; on the contrary, the perfection of yoga is 
attained when one actually sees the Personality of Godhead in His eternal form. The 
process of Krsna consciousness is to deliver the form of Krsna directly. The form of 
Krsna is described in the authoritative Vedic literature Brahma-samhitd: His abode is 
made of cintdmani stone, and the Lord plays there as a cowherd boy and is served by 
many thousands of gopis. These descriptions are authoritative, and a Krsna conscious 
person takes them directly, acts on them, preaches them and practices devotional 
service as enjoined in the authoritative scriptures. 

SB 3.21.12 

TEXT 12 

II II 
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jdta-harso 'patan murdhna 
ksitau labdha-manorathah 
glrbhis tv abhyagrndt priti- 
svabhdvdtmd krtdnjalih 

SYNONYMS 

jdta-harsah —naturally jubilant; apatat —he fell down; murdhnd —with his head; 
ksitau —on the ground; labdha —having been achieved; manah-rathah —his desire; 
girbhih —with prayers; tu —and; abhyagrndt —he satisfied; prlti-svabhdva-dtmd —whose 
heart is by nature always full of love; krta-anjalih —with folded hands. 

TRANSLATION 

When Kardama Muni actually realized the Supreme Personality of Godhead in person, he 
was greatly satisfied because his transcendental desire was fulfilled. He fell on the ground 
with his head bowed to offer obeisances unto the lotus feet of the Lord. His heart 
naturally full of love of God, with folded hands he satisfied the Lord with prayers. 

PURPORT 

The realization of the personal form of the Lord is the highest perfectional stage of yoga. 
In the Sixth Chapter of Bhagavad-gltd, where yoga practice is described, this realization 
of the personal form of the Lord is called the perfection of yoga. After practicing the 
sitting postures and other regulative principles of the system, one finally reaches the 
stage of samddhi —absorption in the Supreme. In the samddhi stage one can see the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead in His partial form as Paramatma, or as He is. Samddhi 
is described in authoritative yoga scriptures, such as the Patanjali-sutras, to be a 
transcendental pleasure. The yoga system described in the books of Patanjali is 
authoritative, and the modern so-called yogis who have manufactured their own ways, 
not consulting the authorities, are simply ludicrous. The Patanjali yoga system is called 
astdnga-yoga. Sometimes impersonalists pollute the Patanjali yoga system because they 
are monists. Patanjali describes that the soul is transcendentally pleased when he meets 
the Supersoul and sees Him. If the existence of the Supersoul and the individual is 
admitted, then the impersonalist theory of monism is nullified. Therefore some 
impersonalists and void philosophers twist the Patanjali system in their own way and 
pollute the whole yoga process. 
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According to Patanjali, when one becomes free from all material desires he attains his 
real, transcendental situation, and realization of that stage is called spiritual power. In 
material activities a person engages in the modes of material nature. The aspirations of 
such people are (1) to be religious, (2) to be economically enriched, (3) to be able to 
gratify the senses and, at last, (4) to become one with the Supreme. According to the 
monists, when a yogi becomes one with the Supreme and loses his individual existence, 
he attains the highest stage, called kaivalya. But actually, the stage of realization of the 
Personality of Godhead is kaivalya. The oneness of understanding that the Supreme 
Lord is fully spiritual and that in full spiritual realization one can understand what He 
is—the Supreme Personality of Godhead—is called kaivalya, or, in the language of 
Patanjali, realization of spiritual power. His proposal is that when one is freed from 
material desires and fixed in spiritual realization of the self and the Superself, that is 
called cit-sakti. In full spiritual realization there is a perception of spiritual happiness, 
and that happiness is described in Bhagavad-gUa as the supreme happiness, which is 
beyond the material senses. Trance is described to be of two kinds, samprajndta and 
asamprajndta, or mental speculation and self-realization. In samddhi or asamprajndta one 
can realize, by his spiritual senses, the spiritual form of the Lord. That is the ultimate 
goal of spiritual realization. 

According to Patanjali, when one is fixed in constant realization of the supreme form of 
the Lord, one has attained the perfectional stage, as attained by Kardama Muni. Unless 
one attains this stage of perfection—beyond the perfection of the preliminaries of the 
yoga system—there is no ultimate realization. There are eight perfections in the 
astdriga-yoga system. One who has attained them can become lighter than the lightest 
and greater than the greatest, and he can achieve whatever he likes. But even achieving 
such material success in yoga is not the perfection or the ultimate goal. The ultimate 
goal is described here: Kardama Muni saw the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His 
eternal form. Devotional service begins with the relationship of the individual soul and 
the Supreme Soul, or Krsna and Krsna's devotees, and when one attains it there is no 
question of falling down. If, through the yoga system, one wants to attain the stage of 
seeing the Supreme Personality of Godhead face to face, but is attracted instead to 
attainment of some material power, then he is detoured from proceeding further. 
Material enjoyment, as encouraged by bogus yogis, has nothing to do with the 
transcendental realization of spiritual happiness. Real devotees of bhakti-yoga accept 
only the material necessities of life absolutely needed to maintain the body and soul 
together; they refrain completely from all exaggerated material sense gratification. They 
are prepared to undergo all kinds of tribulation, provided they can make progress in the 
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realization of the Personality of Godhead. 


SB 3.21.13 


TEXT 13 

trara^ II n ii 

rsir uvdca 

justarh batddydkhila-sattva-rdseh 
sdrfisiddhyam aksnos tava darsandn nah 
yad-darsanarh janmabhir idya sadbhir 
dsdsate yogino rudha-yogdh 

SYNONYMS 

rsih uvdca —the great sage said; justam —is attained; bata —ah; adya —now; akhila —all; 
sattva —of goodness; rdseh —who are the reservoir; sdrfisiddhyam —the complete success; 
aksrioh —of the two eyes; tava —of You; darsandt —from the sight; nah —by us; yat —of 
whom; darsanam —sight; janmabhih —through births; idya —O worshipable Lord; 
sadbhih —gradually elevated in position; dsdsate —aspire; yoginah — yogis; rudha-yogdh — 
having obtained perfection in yoga. 


TRANSLATION 

The great sage Kardama said: O supreme worshipful Lord, my power of sight is now 
fulfilled, having attained the greatest perfection of the sight of You, who are the reservoir 
of all existences. Through many successive births of deep meditation, advanced yogis 
aspire to see Your transcendental form. 


PURPORT 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is described here as the reservoir of all goodness 
and all pleasure. Unless one is situated in the mode of goodness, there is no real 
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pleasure. When, therefore, one's body, mind and activities are situated in the service of 
the Lord, one is on the highest perfectional stage of goodness. Kardama Muni says, "Your 
Lordship is the reservoir of all that can be understood by the nomenclature of goodness, 
and by experiencing You face to face, eye to eye, the perfection of sight has now been 
attained." These statements are the pure devotional situation; for a devotee, the 
perfection of the senses is to engage in the service of the Lord. The sense of sight, when 
engaged in seeing the beauty of the Lord, is perfected; the power to hear, when engaged 
in hearing the glories of the Lord, is perfected; the power to taste, when one enjoys by 
eating prasada, is perfected. When all the senses engage in relationship with the 
Personality of Godhead, one's perfection is technically called bhakti-yoga, which entails 
detaching the senses from material indulgence and attaching them to the service of the 
Lord. When one is freed from all designated conditional life and fully engages in the 
service of the Lord, one's service is called bhakti-yoga. Kardama Muni admits that seeing 
the Lord personally in bhakti-yoga is the perfection of sight. The exalted perfection of 
seeing the Lord is not exaggerated by Kardama Muni. He gives evidence that those who 
are actually elevated in yoga aspire in life after life to see this form of the Personality of 
Godhead. He was not a fictitious yogi. Those who are actually on the advanced path 
aspire only to see the eternal form of the Lord. 


SB 3.21.14 

TEXT 14 


TltfrjT ^ II II 


ye mdyayd te hata-medhasas tvat- 
pdddravindarh bhava-sindhu-potam 
updsate kdma-lavdya tesdrh 
rdslsa kdmdn niraye 'pi ye syuh 


SYNONYMS 

ye —those persons; mdyayd —by the deluding energy; te —of You; hata —has been lost; 
medhasah —whose intelligence; tvat —Your; pdda-aravindam —lotus feet; bhava —of 
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mundane existence; sindhu —the ocean; potam —the boat for crossing; updsate — 
worship; kdma-lavdya —for obtaining trivial pleasures; tesdm —their; rdsi —You bestow; 
Isa —O Lord; kdmdn —desires; niraye —in hell; api —even; ye —which desires; syuh —can 
be available. 


TRANSLATION 

Your lotus feet are the true vessel to take one across the ocean of mundane nescience. 
Only persons deprived of their intelligence by the spell of the deluding energy will 
worship those feet with a view to attain the trivial and momentary pleasures of the 
senses, which even persons rotting in hell can attain. However, O my Lord, You are so 
kind that You bestow mercy even upon them. 

PURPORT 

As stated in Bhagavad-gitd, Seventh Chapter, there are two kinds of devotees—those 
who desire material pleasures and those who desire nothing but service to the Lord. 
Material pleasures can be attained even by hogs and dogs, whose condition of life is 
hellish. The hog also eats, sleeps and enjoys sex life to the full extent, and it is also very 
satisfied with such hellish enjoyment of material existence. Modern yogis advise that 
because one has senses, one must enjoy to the fullest extent like cats and dogs, yet one 
can go on and practice yoga. This is condemned here by Kardama Muni; he says that 
such material pleasures are available for cats and dogs in a hellish condition. The Lord is 
so kind that if so-called yogis are satisfied by hellish pleasures. He can give them 
facilities to attain all the material pleasures they desire, but they cannot attain the 
perfectional stage attained by Kardama Muni. 

Hellish and demoniac persons do not actually know what is the ultimate attainment in 
perfection, and therefore they think that sense gratification is the highest goal of life. 
They advise that one can satisfy the senses and at the same time, by reciting some 
mantra and by some practice, can cheaply aspire for perfection. Such persons are 
described here as hata-medhasah, which means "those whose brains are spoiled." They 
aspire for material enjoyment by perfection of yoga or meditation. In Bhagavad-gitd it is 
stated by the Lord that the intelligence of those who worship the demigods has been 
spoiled. Similarly, here too it is stated by Kardama Muni that one who aspires after 
material enjoyment by practice of yoga has spoiled his brain substance and is fool 
number one. Actually, the intelligent practitioner of yoga should aspire for nothing else 
but to cross over the ocean of nescience by worshiping the Personality of Godhead and 
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to see the lotus feet of the Lord. The Lord is so kind, however, that even today persons 
whose brain substance is spoiled are given the benediction to become cats, dogs or hogs 
and enjoy material happiness from sex life and sense gratification. The Lord confirms 
this benediction in Bhagavad-gita: "Whatever a person aspires to receive from Me, I 
offer him as he desires." 


SB 3.21.15 

TEXT 15 


II n ii 


tathd sa cdharh parivodhu-kamah 
samdna-sildrh grhamedha-dhenum 
upeyivdn mulam asesa-mulam 
durdsayah kdma-dughdnghripasya 


SYNONYMS 

tathd —similarly; sah —myself; ca—also; aham —I; parivodhu-kdmah —desiring to marry; 
samdna-Mdm —a girl of like disposition; grha-medha —in married life; dhenum —a cow of 
plenty; upeyivdn —have approached; rniilam —the root (lotus feet); asesa —of everything; 
mulam —the source; durdsayah —with lustful desire; kdma-dugha —yielding all desires; 
anghripasya —(of You) who are the tree. 

TRANSLATION 

Therefore, desiring to marry a girl of like disposition who may prove to be a veritable cow 
of plenty in my married life, to satisfy my lustful desire I too have sought the shelter of 
Your lotus feet, which are the source of everything, for You are like a desire tree. 


PURPORT 

In spite of his condemning persons who approach the Lord for material advantages, 
Kardama Muni expressed his material inability and desire before the Lord by saying. 
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"Although I know that nothing material should be asked from You, I nevertheless desire 
to marry a girl of like disposition." The phrase "like disposition" is very significant. 
Formerly, boys and girls of similar dispositions were married; the similar natures of the 
boy and girl were united in order to make them happy. Not more than twenty-five years 
ago, and perhaps it is still current, parents in India used to consult the horoscope of the 
boy and girl to see whether there would be factual union in their psychological 
conditions. These considerations are very important. Nowadays marriage takes place 
without such consultation, and therefore, soon after the marriage, there is divorce and 
separation. Formerly husband and wife used to live together peacefully throughout their 
whole lives, but nowadays it is a very difficult task. 

Kardama Muni wanted to have a wife of like disposition because a wife is necessary to 
assist in spiritual and material advancement. It is said that a wife yields the fulfillment 
of all desires in religion, economic development and sense gratification. If one has a nice 
wife, he is to be considered a most fortunate man. In astrology, a man is considered 
fortunate who has great wealth, very good sons or a very good wife. Of these three, one 
who has a very good wife is considered the most fortunate. Before marrying, one should 
select a wife of like disposition and not be enamored by so-called beauty or other 
attractive features for sense gratification. In the Bhdgavatam, Twelfth Canto, it is said 
that in the Kali-yuga marriage will be based on the consideration of sex life; as soon as 
there is deficiency in sex life, the question of divorce will arise. 

Kardama Muni could have asked his benediction from Uma, for it is recommended in 
the scriptures that if anyone wants a good wife, he should worship Uma. But he 
preferred to worship the Supreme Personality of Godhead because it is recommended in 
the Bhdgavatam that everyone, whether he is full of desires, has no desire or desires 
liberation, should worship the Supreme Lord. Of these three classes of men, one tries to 
be happy by fulfillment of material desires, another wants to be happy by becoming one 
with the Supreme, and another, the perfect man, is a devotee. He does not want 
anything in return from the Personality of Godhead; he only wants to render 
transcendental loving service. In any case, everyone should worship the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, for He will fulfill everyone's desire. The advantage of 
worshiping the Supreme Person is that even if one has desires for material enjoyment, if 
he worships Krsna he will gradually become a pure devotee and have no more material 
hankering. 

SB 3.21.16 

TEXT 16 
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prajdpates te vacasadhlsa tantyd 
lokah kildyarh kdma-hato 'nubaddhah 
aharfi ca lokdnugato vahdmi 
balirh ca sukldnimisdya tubhyam 

SYNONYMS 

prajdpateh —who are the master of all living entities; te —of You; vacasd —under the 
direction; adhlsa —O my Lord; tantyd —by a rope; lokah —conditioned souls; kila — 
indeed; ayam —these; kdma-hatah —conquered by lusty desires; anubaddhah —are bound; 
aham —I; ca —and; loka-anugatah —following the conditioned souls; vahdmi —offer; 
balim —oblations; ca —and; sukla —O embodiment of religion; animisdya —existing as 
eternal time; tubhyam —to You. 


TRANSLATION 

O my Lord, You are the master and leader of all living entities. Under Your direction, all 
conditioned souls, as if bound by rope, are constantly engaged in satisfying their desires. 
Following them, O embodiment of religion, I also bear oblations for You, who are eternal 
time. 


PURPORT 

In the Katha Upanisad it is stated that the Supreme Lord is the leader of all living 
entities. He is their sustainer and the awarder of all their necessities and desires. No 
living entity is independent; all are dependent on the mercy of the Supreme Lord. 
Therefore the Vedic instruction is that one should enjoy life under the direction of the 
supreme leader, the Personality of Godhead. Vedic literatures like Isopanisad direct that 
since everything belongs to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one should not 
encroach upon another's property, but should enjoy one's individual allotment. The best 
program for every living entity is to take direction from the Supreme Lord and enjoy 
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material or spiritual life. 

A question may be raised: Since Kardama Muni was advanced in spiritual life, why then 
did he not ask the Lord for liberation? Why did he want to enjoy material life in spite of 
his personally seeing and experiencing the Supreme Lord? The answer is that not 
everyone is competent to be liberated from material bondage. It is everyone's duty, 
therefore, to enjoy according to his present position, but under the direction of the Lord 
or the Vedas. The Vedas are considered to be the direct words of the Lord. The Lord 
gives us the opportunity to enjoy material life as we want, and at the same time He gives 
directions for the modes and processes of abiding by the Vedas so that gradually one may 
be elevated to liberation from material bondage. The conditioned souls who have come 
to the material world to fulfill their desires to lord it over material nature are bound by 
the laws of nature. The best course is to abide by the Vedic rules; that will help one to be 
gradually elevated to liberation. 

Kardama Muni addresses the Lord as suka, which means "the leader of religion." One 
who is pious should follow the rules of religion, for such rules are prescribed by the Lord 
Himself. No one can manufacture or concoct a religion; "religion" refers to the 
injunctions or laws of the Lord. In Bhagavad-gita the Lord says that religion means to 
surrender unto Him. Therefore one should follow the Vedic regulations and surrender 
unto the Supreme Lord because that is the ultimate goal of perfection in human life. 

One should live a life of piety, follow the religious rules and regulations, marry and live 
peacefully for elevation to the higher status of spiritual realization. 

SB 3.21.17 

TEXT 17 

II II 

lokdrhs ca lokdnugatdn pasurhs ca 
hitvd sritds te carandtapatram 
paraspararh tvad-guna-vdda-sldhu- 
plyusa-nirydpita-deha-dharmdh 

SYNONYMS 


156 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www-krishnaxom 
Distributed by wwwx-vedasxom with permission of the publishers 












lokdn —worldly affairs; ca —and; loka-anugatdn —the followers of worldly affairs; 
pasun —beastly; ca —and; hitvd —having given up; sritdh —taken shelter; te —Your; 
carana —of lotus feet; dtapatram —the umbrella; parasparam —with one another; tvat — 
Your; guna —of qualities; vdda —by discussion; sldhu —intoxicating; piyusa —by the 
nectar; nirydpita —extinguished; deha-dharmdh —the primary necessities of the body. 

TRANSLATION 

However, persons who have given up stereotyped worldly affairs and the beastly followers 
of these affairs, and who have taken shelter of the umbrella of Your lotus feet by drinking 
the intoxicating nectar of Your qualities and activities in discussions with one another, 
can be freed from the primary necessities of the material body. 

PURPORT 

After describing the necessity of married life, Kardama Muni asserts that marriage and 
other social affairs are stereotyped regulations for persons who are addicted to material 
sense enjoyment. The principles of animal life—eating, sleeping, mating and 
defending—are actually necessities of the body, but those who engage in transcendental 
Krsna consciousness, giving up all the stereotyped activities of this material world, are 
freed from social conventions. Conditioned souls are under the spell of material energy, 
or eternal time—past, present and future—but as soon as one engages in Krsna 
consciousness, he transcends the limits of past and present and becomes situated in the 
eternal activities of the soul. One has to act in terms of the Vedic injunctions in order 
to enjoy material life, but those who have taken to the devotional service of the Lord are 
not afraid of the regulations of this material world. Such devotees do not care for the 
conventions of material activities; they boldly take to that shelter which is like an 
umbrella against the sun of repeated birth and death. 

Constant transmigration of the soul from one body to another is the cause of suffering 
in material existence. This conditional life in material existence is called sarhsdra. One 
may perform good work and take his birth in a very nice material condition, but the 
process under which birth and death take place is like a terrible fire. Sri Visvanatha 
Cakravarti Thakura, in his prayer to the spiritual master, has described this. Sarhsdra, or 
the repetition of birth and death, is compared to a forest fire. A forest fire takes place 
automatically, without anyone's endeavor, by the friction of dried wood, and no fire 
department or sympathetic person can extinguish it. The raging forest fire can be 
extinguished only when there is a constant downpour of water from a cloud. The cloud 
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is compared to the mercy of the spiritual master. By the grace of the spiritual master the 
cloud of the mercy of the Personality of Godhead is brought in, and then only, when the 
rains of Krsna consciousness fall, can the fire of material existence be extinguished. This 
is also explained here. In order to find freedom from the stereotyped conditional life of 
material existence, one has to take shelter of the lotus feet of the Lord, not in the 
manner in which the impersonalists indulge, but in devotional service, chanting and 
hearing of the activities of the Lord. Only then can one be freed from the actions and 
reactions of material existence. It is recommended here that one should give up the 
conditional life of this material world and the association of so-called civilized human 
beings who are simply following, in a polished way, the same stereotyped principles of 
eating, sleeping, defending and mating. Chanting and hearing of the glories of the Lord 
is described here as tvad-guna-vada-sidhu. Only by drinking the nectar of chanting and 
hearing the pastimes of the Lord can one forget the intoxication of material existence. 

SB 3.21.18 


TEXT 18 



qi^ll II 

na te 'jcLTaksa-bhramir dyur esdrh 
trayodasdrarh tri-satarh sasti-parva 
san-nemy ananta-cchadi yat tri-ndbhi 
kardla-sroto jagad dcchidya dhdvat 

SYNONYMS 

na —not; te —Your; ajar a —of imperishable Brahman; aksa —on the axle; bhramih — 
rotating; dyuh —span of life; esam—of the devotees; trayodasa —thirteen; aram —spokes; 
tri-satam —three hundred; sasti —sixty; parva —functions; sat —six; nemi —rims; 
ananta —innumerable; chadi —leaves; yat —which; tri —three; ndbhi —naves; kardla- 
srotah —with tremendous velocity; jagat —the universe; dcchidya —cutting short; 
dhdvat —running. 
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TRANSLATION 


Your wheel, which has three naves, rotates around the axis of the imperishable Brahman. 
It has thirteen spokes, 360 joints, six rims and numberless leaves carved upon it. Though 
its revolution cuts short the life-span of the entire creation, this wheel of tremendous 
velocity cannot touch the life-span of the devotees of the Lord. 

PURPORT 

The time factor cannot affect the span of life of the devotees. In Bhagavad-gltd it is 
stated that a little execution of devotional service saves one from the greatest danger. 
The greatest danger is transmigration of the soul from one body to another, and only 
devotional service to the Lord can stop this process. It is stated in the Vedic literatures, 
harim vind na mrtim tar anti: without the mercy of the Lord, one cannot stop the cycle of 
birth and death. In Bhagavad-gltd it is stated that only by understanding the 
transcendental nature of the Lord and His activities. His appearance and disappearance, 
can one stop the cycle of death and go back to Him. The time factor is divided into 
many fractions of moments, hours, months, years, periods, seasons, etc. All the divisions 
in this verse are determined according to the astronomical calculations of Vedic 
literature. There are six seasons, called rtus, and there is the period of four months 
called cdturmdsya. Three periods of four months complete one year. According to Vedic 
astronomical calculations, there are thirteen months. The thirteenth month is called 
adhi-mdsa or mala-mdsa and is added every third year. The time factor, however, cannot 
touch the lifespan of the devotees. In another verse it is stated that when the sun rises 
and sets it takes away the life of all living entities, but it cannot take away the life of 
those who are engaged in devotional service. Time is compared here to a big wheel 
which has 360 joints, six rims in the shape of seasons, and numberless leaves in the 
shape of moments. It rotates on the eternal existence. Brahman. 

SB 3.21.19 

TEXT 19 

II n ii 
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ekah svayarh san jagatah sisrksayd- 
dvitlyaydtmann adhi-yogamdyayd 
srjasy adah pdsi punar grasisyase 
yathorna-ndbhir bhagavan sva-saktibhih 

SYNONYMS 

ekah —one; svayam —Yourself; san —being; jagatah —the universes; sisrksayd —with a 
desire to create; advitlyayd —without a second; dtman —in Yourself; adhi —controlling; 
yoga-mdyayd —by yogamdyd; srjasi —You create; adah —those universes; pdsi —You 
maintain; punah —again; grasisyase —You will wind up; yathd —like; urna-ndbhih —a 
spider; bhagavan —O Lord; sva-saktibhih —by its own energy. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, You alone create the universes. O Personality of Godhead, desiring to 
create these universes. You create them, maintain them and again wind them up by Your 
own energies, which are under the control of Your second energy, called yogamaya, just 
as a spider creates a cobweb by its own energy and again winds it up. 

PURPORT 

In this verse two important words nullify the impersonalist theory that everything is 
God. Here Kardama says, "O Personality of Godhead, You are alone, but You have 
various energies." The example of the spider is very significant also. The spider is an 
individual living entity, and by its energy it creates a cobweb and plays on it, and 
whenever it likes it winds up the cobweb, thus ending the play. When the cobweb is 
manufactured by the saliva of the spider, the spider does not become impersonal. 
Similarly, the creation and manifestation of the material or spiritual energy does not 
render the creator impersonal. Here the very prayer suggests that God is sentient and 
can hear the prayers and fulfill the desires of the devotee. Therefore, He is sac-cid- 
dnanda-vigraha IBs. 5.1], the form of bliss, knowledge and eternity. 

SB 3.21.20 

TEXT 20 
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naitad batadhlsa padarh tavepsitarh 
yan mdyayd nas tanuse bhuta-suksmam 
anugrahdydstv api yarhi mdyayd 
lasat-tulasyd bhagavdn vilaksitah 

SYNONYMS 

na —not; etat —this; bata —indeed; adhlsa —O Lord; padam —material world; tava — 
Your; ipsitam —desire; yat —which; mdyayd —by Your external energy; nah —for us; 
tanuse —You manifest; bhuta-suksmam —the elements, gross and subtle; anugrahdya — 
for bestowing mercy; astu —let it be; api —also; yarhi —when; mdyayd —through Your 
causeless mercy; lasat —splendid; tulasyd —with a wreath of tulasl leaves; bhagavdn —the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; vilaksitah —is perceived. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, although it is not Your desire, You manifest this creation of gross and 
subtle elements just for our sensual satisfaction. Let Your causeless mercy be upon us, for 
You have appeared before us in Your eternal form, adorned with a splendid wreath of 
tulasi leaves. 


PURPORT 

It is clearly stated here that the material world is not created by the personal will of the 
Supreme Lord; it is created by His external energy because the living entities want to 
enjoy it. This material world is not created for those who do not want to enjoy sense 
gratification, who constantly remain in transcendental loving service and who are 
eternally Krsna conscious. For them, the spiritual world is eternally existing, and they 
enjoy there. Elsewhere in the Srimad-Bhdgavatam it is stated that for those who have 
taken shelter of the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, this material 
world is useless; because this material world is full of danger at every step, it is not meant 
for the devotees but for living entities who want to lord it over the material energy at 
their own risk. Krsna is so kind that He allows the sense-enjoying living entities a 
separate world created by Him to enjoy as they like, yet at the same time He appears in 
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His personal form. The Lord unwillingly creates this material world, but He descends in 
His personal form or sends one of His reliable sons or a servant or a reliable author like 
Vyasadeva to give instruction. He Himself also instructs in His speeches of Bhagavad- 
gUd. This propaganda work goes on side by side with the creation to convince the 
misguided living entities who are rotting in this material world to come back to Him and 
surrender unto Him. Therefore the last instruction of Bhagavad-gita is this: "Give up all 
your manufactured engagements in the material world and just surrender unto Me. I 
shall protect you from all sinful reactions." 

SB 3.21.21 

TEXT 21 

II 

tarn tvdnubhutyoparata-kriydrtharn 
sva-mdyayd vartita-loka-tantram 
namdmy abhlksnarii namanlya-pdda- 
sarojam alplyasi kdma-varsam 

SYNONYMS 

tarn —that; tvd —You; anubhutyd —by realizing; uparata —disregarded; kriyd — 
enjoyment of fruitive activities; artham —in order that; sva-mdyayd —by Your own 
energy; vartita —brought about; loka-tantram —the material worlds; namdmi —I offer 
obeisances; abhlksriam —continuously; namaniya —worshipable; pdda-sarojam —lotus 
feet; alpiyasi —on the insignificant; kdma —desires; varsam —showering. 

TRANSLATION 

I continuously offer my respectful obeisances unto Your lotus feet, of which it is worthy 
to take shelter, because You shower all benedictions on the insignificant. To give all 
living entities detachment from fruitive activity by realizing You, You have expanded 
these material worlds by Your own energy. 
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PURPORT 


Everyone, therefore, whether he desires material enjoyment, liberation or the 
transcendental loving service of the Lord, should engage himself, offering obeisances 
unto the Supreme Lord, because the Lord can award everyone his desired benediction. 

In Bhagavad-gita the Lord affirms, ye yathd mdrh prapadyante: IBg. 4.11] anyone who 
desires to be a successful enjoyer in this material world is awarded that benediction by 
the Lord, anyone who wants to be liberated from the entanglement of this material 
world is given liberation by the Lord, and anyone who desires to constantly engage in 
His service in full Krsna consciousness is awarded that benediction by the Lord. For 
material enjoyment He has prescribed so many ritualistic sacrificial performances in the 
Vedas, and thus people may take advantage of those instructions and enjoy material life 
in higher planets or in a noble aristocratic family. These processes are mentioned in the 
Vedas, and one can take advantage of them. It is similar with those who want to be 
liberated from this material world. 

Unless one is disgusted with the enjoyment of this material world, he cannot aspire for 
liberation. Liberation is for one who is disgusted with material enjoyment. Veddnta-sutra 
says, therefore, athdto brahma jijfidsd: those who have given up the attempt to be happy 
in this material world can inquire about the Absolute Truth. For those who want to 
know the Absolute Truth, the Veddnta-sutra is available, as is Srlmad-Bhdgavatam, the 
actual explanation of Veddnta-sutra. Since Bhagavad-gltd is also Veddnta-sutra, by 
understanding Srlmad-Bhdgavatam, Veddnta-sutra or Bhagavad-gltd one can obtain real 
knowledge. When one obtains real knowledge, he becomes theoretically one with the 
Supreme, and when he actually begins the service of Brahman, or Krsna consciousness, 
he is not only liberated but situated in his spiritual life. Similarly, for those who want to 
lord it over material nature, there are so many departments of material enjoyment; 
material knowledge and material science are available, and the Lord provides for persons 
who want to enjoy them. The conclusion is that one should worship the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead for any benediction. The word kdma-varsam is very significant, 
for it indicates that He satisfies the desires of anyone who approaches Him. But one who 
sincerely loves Krsna and yet wants material enjoyment is in perplexity. Krsna, being 
very kind toward him, gives him an opportunity to engage in the transcendental loving 
service of the Lord, and so he gradually forgets the hallucination. 

SB 3.21.22 

TEXT 22 
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rsir uvdca 

ity avyalikarh pranuto 'bja-ndbhas 
tarn dbabhdse vacasdmrtena 
suparna-paksopari rocamdnah 
prema-smitodvlksana-vibhramad-bhruh 

SYNONYMS 

rsih uvdca —the great sage Maitreya said; iti —thus; avyallkam —sincerely; pranutah — 
having been praised; abja-ndbhah —Lord Visnu; tarn —to Kardama Muni; dbabhdse — 
replied; vacasd —with words; amrtena —as sweet as nectar; suparna —of Garuda; paksa — 
the shoulders; upari —upon; rocamdnah —shining; prema —of affection; smita —with a 
smile; udviksana —looking; vibhramat —gracefully moving; bhruh —eyebrows. 

TRANSLATION 

Maitreya resumed: Sincerely extolled in these words, Lord Visnu, shining very 
beautifully on the shoulders of Garuda, replied with words as sweet as nectar. His 
eyebrows moved gracefully as He looked at the sage with a smile full of affection. 

PURPORT 

The word vacasdmrtena is significant. Whenever the Lord speaks, He speaks from the 
transcendental world. He does not speak from the material world. Since He is 
transcendental, His speech is also transcendental, as is His activity; everything in 
relation to Him is transcendental. The word amrta refers to one who does not meet with 
death. The words and activities of the Lord are deathless; therefore they are not 
manufactured of this material world. The sound of this material world and that of the 
spiritual world are completely different. The sound of the spiritual world is nectarean 
and eternal, whereas the sound of the material world is hackneyed and subject to end. 
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The sound of the holy name—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare— 
everlastingly increases the enthusiasm of the chanter. If one repeats monotonous 
material words, he will feel exhausted, but if he chants Hare Krsna twenty-four hours a 
day, he will never feel exhausted; rather, he will feel encouraged to continue chanting 
more and more. When the Lord replied to the sage Kardama, the word vacasdmrtena is 
specifically mentioned, since He spoke from the transcendental world. He replied in 
transcendental words, and when He spoke His eyebrows moved with great affection. 
When a devotee praises the glories of the Lord, the Lord is very satisfied, and He 
bestows His transcendental benediction upon the devotee without reservation because 
He is always causelessly merciful toward His devotee. 

SB 3.21.23 


TEXT 23 



II II 

srl-bhagavdn uvdca 
viditvd tava caityarfi me 
puraiva samayoji tat 
yad-artham dtma-niyamais 
tvayaivdharh samarcitah 

SYNONYMS 

srl-bhagavdn uvdca —the Supreme Lord said; viditvd —understanding; tava —your; 
caityam —mental condition; me—by Me; purd —previously; eva —certainly; samayoji — 
was arranged; tat —that; yat-artham —for the sake of which; dtma —of the mind and 
senses; niyamaih —by discipline; tvayd —by you; eva —only; aham —I; samarcitah —have 
been worshiped. 


TRANSLATION 

The Supreme Lord said: Having come to know what was in your mind, I have already 
arranged for that for which you have worshiped Me well through your mental and 
sensory discipline. 
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PURPORT 


The Supreme Personality of Godhead in His Paramatma feature is situated in everyone's 
heart. He knows, therefore, the past, present and future of every individual person as 
well as his desires, activities and everything about him. It is stated in Bhagavad-gita that 
He is seated in the heart as a witness. The Personality of Godhead knew the heart's 
desire of Kardama Muni, and He had already arranged for the fulfillment of his desires. 
He never disappoints a sincere devotee, regardless of what he wants, but He never allows 
anything which will be detrimental to the individual's devotional service. 

SB 3.21.24 

TEXT 24 

^ t ^ FiBraMa I 

II =*« II 

na vai jdtu mrsaiva sydt 
prajddhyaksa mad-arhanam 
bhavad-vidhesv atitardrh 
mayi sangrbhitdtmandm 

SYNONYMS 

na —not; vai —indeed; jdtu —ever; mrsd —useless; eva —only; sydt —it may be; prajd —of 
the living entities; adhyaksa —O leader; mat-arhanam —worship of Me; bhavat-vidhesu — 
unto persons like you; atitardm —entirely; mayi —on Me; sangrbhita —are fixed; 
dtmandm —of those whose minds. 


TRANSLATION 

The Lord continued: My dear rsi, O leader of the living entities, for those who serve Me 
in devotion by worshiping Me, especially persons like you who have given up everything 
unto Me, there is never any question of frustration. 

PURPORT 

Even if he has some desires, one engaged in the service of the Lord is never frustrated. 
Those engaged in His service are called sakdma and akdma. Those who approach the 
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Supreme Personality of Godhead with desires for material enjoyment are called sakdma, 
and those devotees who have no material desires for sense gratification but serve the 
Supreme Lord out of spontaneous love for Him are called akdma. Sakdma devotees are 
divided into four classes—those in distress, those in need of money, the inquisitive and 
the wise. Someone worships the Supreme Lord because of bodily or mental distress, 
someone else worships the Supreme Lord because he is in need of money, someone else 
worships the Lord out of inquisitiveness to know Him as He is, and someone wants to 
know the Lord as a philosopher can know Him, by the research work of his wisdom. 
There is no frustration for any of these four classes of men; each is endowed with the 
desired result of his worship. 

SB 3.21.25 

TEXT 25 

II ii 

prajdpati-sutah samrdn 
manur vikhydta-mangalah 
brahmdvartarh yo 'dhivasan 
sdsti saptdrnavdrh mahlm 

SYNONYMS 

prajdpati-sutah —the son of Lord Brahma; samrdt —the Emperor; manuh —Svayambhuva 
Manu; vikhydta —well known; mangalah —whose righteous acts; brahmdvartam — 
Brahmavarta; yah —he who; adhivasan —living in; sdsti —rules; sapta —seven; 
arnavdm —oceans; mahlm —the earth. 

TRANSLATION 

The Emperor Svayambhuva Manu, the son of Lord Brahma, who is well known for his 
righteous acts, has his seat in Brahmavarta and rules over the earth with its seven oceans. 

PURPORT 

Sometimes it is stated that Brahmavarta is a part of Kuruksetra or that Kuruksetra itself 
is situated in Brahmavarta, because the demigods are recommended to perform spiritual 
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ritualistic performances in Kuruksetra. But in others' opinion, Brahmavarta is a place in 
Brahmaloka, where Svayambhuva ruled. There are many places on the surface of this 
earth which are also known in the higher planetary systems; we have places on this 
planet like Vrndavana, Dvaraka and Mathura, but they are also eternally situated in 
Krsnaloka. There are many similar names on the surface of the earth, and it may be that 
in the Boar age Svayambhuva Manu ruled this planet, as stated here. The word 
mangalah is significant. Mafigala means one who is elevated in every respect in the 
opulences of religious performances, ruling power, cleanliness and all other good 
qualities. Vikhydta means "celebrated." Svayambhuva Manu was celebrated for all good 
qualities and opulences. 

SB 3.21.26 

TEXT 26 

H 5RFW I 

3IWIW(^ II II 

sa ceha vipra rdjarsir 
mahisyd satarupayd 
dydsyati didrksus tvdrh 
parasvo dharma-kovidah 

SYNONYMS 

sah —Svayambhuva Manu; ca —and; iha —here; vipra —O holy brdhmana; rdja-rsih —the 
saintly king; mahisyd —along with his queen; satarupayd —called Satarupa; dydsyati — 
will come; didrksuh —desiring to see; tvam—you; parasvah —the day after tomorrow; 
dharma —in religious activities; kovidah —expert. 

TRANSLATION 

The day after tomorrow, O brahmana, that celebrated emperor, who is expert in religious 
activities, will come here with his queen, Satarupa, wishing to see you. 

SB 3.21.27 

TEXT 27 
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151^ II 5^3 II 


dtmajdm asitdpdngirh 
vayah-sila-gundnvitdm 
mrgayantirh patirh ddsyaty 
anurupdya te prabho 

SYNONYMS 

dtma-jdm —his own daughter; asita —black; apdnglm —eyes; vayah —grown-up age; 
Ma —with character; guna —with good qualities; anvitdm —endowed; mrgayantim — 
searching for; patim —a husband; ddsyati —he will give; anurupdya —who are suitable; 
te —unto you; prabho —My dear sir. 


TRANSLATION 

He has a grown-up daughter whose eyes are black. She is ready for marriage, and she has 
good character and all good qualities. She is also searching for a good husband. My dear 
sir, her parents will come to see you, who are exactly suitable for her, just to deliver their 
daughter as your wife. 


PURPORT 

The selection of a good husband for a good girl was always entrusted to the parents. 

Here it is clearly stated that Manu and his wife were coming to see Kardama Muni to 
offer their daughter because the daughter was well qualified and the parents were 
searching out a similarly qualified man. This is the duty of parents. Girls are never 
thrown into the public street to search out their husband, for when girls are grown up 
and are searching after a boy, they forget to consider whether the boy they select is 
actually suitable for them. Out of the urge of sex desire, a girl may accept anyone, but if 
the husband is chosen by the parents, they can consider who is to be selected and who is 
not. According to the Vedic system, therefore, the girl is given over to a suitable boy by 
the parents; she is never allowed to select her own husband independently. 

SB 3.21.28 

TEXT 28 
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HI ^ WIHI*J II 5== II 


samdhitam te hrdayam 
yatremdn parivatsardn 
sd tvdrh brahman nrpa-vadhuh 
kdmam dsu bhajisyati 

SYNONYMS 

samdhitam —has been fixed; te —your; hrdayam —heart; yatra —on whom; imdn —for all 
these; parivatsardn —years; sd —she; tvdm —you; brahman —O brdhmana; nrpa-vadhuh — 
the princess; kdmam —as you desire; dsu —very soon; bhajisyati —will serve. 

TRANSLATION 

That princess, O holy sage, will be just the type you have been thinking of in your heart 
for all these long years. She will soon be yours and will serve you to your heart's content. 

PURPORT 

The Lord awards all benedictions according to the heart's desire of a devotee, so the 
Lord informed Kardama Muni, "The girl who is coming to be married with you is a 
princess, the daughter of Emperor Svayambhuva, and so just suitable for your purpose." 
Only by God's grace can one get a nice wife just as he desires. Similarly, it is only by 
God's grace that a girl gets a husband suitable to her heart. Thus it is said that if we pray 
to the Supreme Lord in every transaction of our material existence, everything will be 
done very nicely and just suitable to our heart's desire. In other words, in all 
circumstances we must take shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and depend 
completely on His decision. Man proposes, God disposes. The fulfillment of desires, 
therefore, should be entrusted to the Supreme Personality of Godhead; that is the nicest 
solution. Kardama Muni desired only a wife, but because he was a devotee of the Lord, 
the Lord selected a wife for him who was the Emperor's daughter, a princess. Thus 
Kardama Muni got a wife beyond his expectation. If we depend on the choice of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, we will receive benedictions in greater opulence than 
we desire. 

It is also significantly noted here that Kardama Muni was a brdhmana, whereas Emperor 
Svayambhuva was a ksatriya. Therefore, intercaste marriage was current even in those 
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days. The system was that a brahmana could marry the daughter of a ksatriya, but a 
ksatriya could not marry the daughter of a brahmana. We have evidences from the 

A 

history of the Vedic age that Sukracarya offered his daughter to Maharaja Yayati, but 
the King had to refuse to marry the daughter of a brahmana; only with the special 
permission of the brahmana could they marry. Intercaste marriage, therefore, was not 
prohibited in the olden days, many millions of years ago, but there was a regular system 
of social behavior. 


SB 3.21.29 

TEXT 29 

^ WT II II 

yd ta dtma-bhrtam vlryarh 
navadha prasavisyati 
vlrye tvadlye rsaya 
adhasyanty anjasdtmanah 

SYNONYMS 

yd —she; te —by you; dtma-bhrtam —sown in her; vlryam —the seed; nava-dhd —nine 
daughters; prasavisyati —will bring forth; virye tvadlye —in the daughters begotten by 
you; rsayah —the sages; ddhdsyanti —will beget; anjasd —in total; dtmanah —children. 

TRANSLATION 

She will bring forth nine daughters from the seed sown in her by you, and through the 
daughters you beget, the sages will duly beget children. 

SB 3.21.30 

TEXT 30 

»#r ^t^l^l9(^9l# ^ II 9o II 

tvarh ca samyag anusthdya 
nidesarh ma usattamah 


171 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 













mayi tlrthl-krtasesa- 
kriydrtho mdrh prapatsyase 


SYNONYMS 

tvam —you; ca —and; samyak —properly; anusthdya —having carried out; nidesam — 
command; me —My; usattamah —completely cleansed; mayi —unto Me; tlrthl-krta — 
having resigned; asesa —all; kriyd —of actions; arthah —the fruits; mam—to Me; 
prapatsyase —you will attain. 


TRANSLATION 

With your heart cleansed by properly carrying out My command, resigning to Me the 
fruits of all your acts, you will finally attain to Me. 

PURPORT 

Here the words tlrthi-krtdsesa-kriydrthah are significant. Tirtha means a sanctified place 
where charity is given. People used to go to places of pilgrimage and give munificently in 
charity. This system is still current. Therefore the Lord said, "In order to sanctify your 
activities and the results of your actions, you will offer everything unto Me." This is also 
confirmed in Bhagavad-gUd: "Whatever you do, whatever you eat, whatever you 
sacrifice, the result should be given to Me only." In another place in Bhagavad-gltd the 
Lord said, "I am the enjoyer of all sacrifices, all penances and everything done for the 
welfare of mankind or society." All activities, therefore, whether for the welfare of 
family, society, country or humanity at large, must be performed in Krsna consciousness. 
That is the instruction given by the Lord to Kardama Muni. Maharaja Yudhisthira 
welcomed Narada Muni: "Wherever you are present, that place becomes sanctified 
because the Lord Himself is always seated in your heart." Similarly, if we act in Krsna 
consciousness under the direction of the Lord and His representative, then everything is 
sanctified. This is the indication given to Kardama Muni, who acted on it and therefore 
received the most excellent wife and child, as will be disclosed in later verses. 

SB 3.21.31 

TEXT 31 
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krtvd dayarh ca jivesu 
dattvd cdbhayam dtmavdn 
mayy dtmdnarh saha jagad 
draksyasy dtmani cdpi mam 

SYNONYMS 

krtvd —having shown; daydm —compassion; ca —and; jivesu —toward living beings; 
dattvd —having given; ca —and; abhayam —assurance of safety; dtma-vdn —self-realized; 
mayi —in Me; dtmdnam —yourself; saha jagat —along with the universe; draksyasi —you 
will perceive; dtmani —in yourself; ca—and; api —also; mam—Me. 

TRANSLATION 

Showing compassion to all living entities, you will attain self-realization. Giving assurance 
of safety to all, you will perceive your own self as well as all the universes in Me, and 
Myself in you. 


PURPORT 

The simple process of self-realization for every living entity is described here. The first 
principle to be understood is that this world is a product of the supreme will. There is an 
identity of this world with the Supreme Lord. This identity is accepted in a 
misconceived way by the impersonalists; they say that the Supreme Absolute Truth, 
transforming Himself into the universe, loses His separate existence. Thus they accept 
the world and everything in it to be the Lord. That is pantheism, wherein everything is 
considered to be the Lord. This is the view of the impersonalist. But those who are 
personal devotees of the Lord take everything to be the property of the Supreme Lord. 
Everything, whatever we see, is the manifestation of the Supreme Lord; therefore, 
everything should be engaged in the service of the Lord. This is oneness. The difference 
between the impersonalist and the personalist is that the impersonalist does not accept 
the separate existence of the Lord, but the personalist accepts the Lord; he understands 
that although He distributes Himself in so many ways. He has His separate personal 
existence. This is described in Bhagavad-gltd: "I am spread all over the universe in My 
impersonal form. Everything is resting on Me, but I am not present." There is a nice 
example regarding the sun and the sunshine. The sun, by its sunshine, is spread all over 
the universe, and all the planets rest on the sunshine. But all the planets are different 
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from the sun planet; one cannot say that because the planets are resting on the 
sunshine, these planets are also the sun. Similarly, the impersonal or pantheistic view 
that everything is God is not a very intelligent proposal. The real position, as explained 
by the Lord Himself, is that although nothing can exist without Him, it is not a fact that 
everything is Him. He is different from everything. So here also the Lord says: "You will 
see everything in the world to be nondifferent from Me." This means that everything 
should be considered a product of the Lord's energy, and therefore everything should be 
employed in the service of the Lord. One's energy should be utilized for one's self- 
interest. That is the perfection of the energy. 

This energy can be utilized for real self-interest if one is compassionate. A person in 
Krsna consciousness, a devotee of the Lord, is always compassionate. He is not satisfied 
that only he himself is a devotee, but he tries to distribute the knowledge of devotional 
service to everyone. There are many devotees of the Lord who faced many risks in 
distributing the devotional service of the Lord to people in general. That should be 
done. 

It is also said that a person who goes to the temple of the Lord and worships with great 
devotion, but who does not show sympathy to people in general or show respect to other 
devotees, is considered to be a third-class devotee. The second-class devotee is he who is 
merciful and compassionate to the fallen soul. The second-class devotee is always 
cognizant of his position as an eternal servant of the Lord; he therefore makes 
friendships with devotees of the Lord, acts compassionately toward the general public in 
teaching them devotional service, and refuses to cooperate or associate with 
nondevotees. As long as one is not compassionate to people in general in his devotional 
service to the Lord, he is a third-class devotee. The first-class devotee gives assurance to 
every living being that there is no fear of this material existence: "Let us live in Krsna 
consciousness and conquer the nescience of material existence." 

It is indicated here that Kardama Muni was directed by the Lord to be very 
compassionate and liberal in his householder life and to give assurance to the people in 
his renounced life. A sannydsl, one in the renounced order of life, is meant to give 
enlightenment to the people. He should travel, going from home to home to enlighten. 
The householder, by the spell of mdyd, becomes absorbed in family affairs and forgets his 
relationship with Krsna. If he dies in forgetfulness, like the cats and dogs, then his life is 
spoiled. It is the duty of a sannydsl, therefore, to go and awaken the forgetful souls with 
enlightenment of their eternal relationship with the Lord and to engage them in 
devotional service. The devotee should show mercy to the fallen souls and also give 
them the assurance of fearlessness. As soon as one becomes a devotee of the Lord, he is 
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convinced that he is protected by the Lord. Fear itself is afraid of the Lord; therefore, 
what has he to do with fearfulness? 

To award fearlessness to the common man is the greatest act of charity. A sannydsl, or 
one who is in the renounced order of life, should wander from door to door, from village 
to village, from town to town and from country to country, all over the world as far as he 
is able to travel, and enlighten the householders about Krsna consciousness. A person 
who is a householder but is initiated by a sannydsl has the duty to spread Krsna 
consciousness at home; as far as possible, he should call his friends and neighbors to his 
house and hold classes in Krsna consciousness. Holding a class means chanting the holy 
name of Krsna and speaking from Bhagavad-gltd or Srlmad-Bhdgavatam. There are 
immense literatures for spreading Krsna consciousness, and it is the duty of each and 
every householder to learn about Krsna from his sannydsl spiritual master. There is a 
division of labor in the Lord's service. The householder's duty is to earn money because a 
sannydsl is not supposed to earn money but is completely dependent on the householder. 
The householder should earn money by business or by profession and spend at least fifty 
percent of his income to spread Krsna consciousness; twenty-five percent he can spend 
for his family, and twenty-five percent he should save to meet emergencies. This 
example was shown by Rupa Gosvami, so devotees should follow it. 

Actually, to be one with the Supreme Lord means to be one with the interest of the 
Lord. Becoming one with the Supreme Lord does not imply becoming as great as the 
Supreme Lord. It is impossible. The part is never equal to the whole. The living entity is 
always a minute part. Therefore his oneness with the Lord is that he is interested in the 
one interest of the Lord. The Lord wants every living entity to always think about Him, 
to be His devotee and always worship Him. This is clearly stated in Bhagavad-gltd: man- 
mand bhava mad-bhaktah iBg. 9.34]. Krsna wants everyone always to think of Him. 
Everyone should always offer obeisances to Krsna. This is the will of the Supreme Lord, 
and devotees should try to fulfill His desire. Since the Lord is unlimited. His desire is 
also unlimited. There is no stoppage, and therefore the service of the devotee is also 
unlimited. In the transcendental world there is unlimited competition between the Lord 
and the servitor. The Lord wants to fulfill His desires unlimitedly, and the devotee also 
serves Him to fulfill His unlimited desires. There is an unlimited oneness of interest 
between the Lord and His devotee. 


SB 3.21.32 

TEXT 32 
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m ^ II 95II 


sahdham svdrhsa-kalayd 
tvad-viryena mahd-mune 
tava ksetre devahutydrii 
pranesye tattva-samhitdm 

SYNONYMS 

saha —with; aham —I; sva-arhsa-kalayd —My own plenary portion; tvat-vlryena —by your 
semen; mahd-mune —O great sage; tava ksetre —in your wife; devahutydm —in Devahuti; 
pranesye —I shall instruct; tattva —of the ultimate principles; sarfihitdm —the doctrine. 

TRANSLATION 

O great sage, I shall manifest My own plenary portion through your wife, Devahuti, along 
with your nine daughters, and I shall instruct her in the system of philosophy that deals 
with the ultimate principles or categories. 

PURPORT 

Herein the word svdrhsa-kalayd indicates that the Lord would appear as the son of 
Devahuti and Kardama Muni as Kapiladeva, the first propounder of the Sankhya 
philosophy, which is mentioned here as tattva-sarnhitd. The Lord foretold to Kardama 
Muni that He would appear in His incarnation Kapiladeva and would propagate the 
philosophy of Sankhya. Sankhya philosophy is very well known in the world as 
propagated by another Kapiladeva, but that Sankhya philosophy is different from the 
Sankhya which was propounded by the Lord Himself. There are two kinds of Sankhya 
philosophy: one is godless Sankhya philosophy, and the other is godly Sankhya 
philosophy. The Sankhya propagated by Kapiladeva, son of Devahuti, is godly 
philosophy. 

There are different manifestations of the Lord. He is one, but He has become many. He 
divides Himself into two different expansions, one called kald and the other 
vibhinndrhsa. Ordinary living entities are called vibhinndrhsa expansions, and the 
unlimited expansions of visnu-tattva, such as Vamana, Govinda, Narayana, Pradyumna, 
Vasudeva and Ananta, are called svdrhsa-kald. Svdrhsa refers to a direct expansion, and 
kald denotes an expansion from the expansion of the original Lord. Baladeva is an 
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expansion of Krsna, and from Baladeva the next expansion is Sahkarsana; thus 
Sankarsana is kald, but Baladeva is svdrhsa. There is no difference, however, among 
Them. This is very nicely explained in the Brahma-samhitd (5.46): dlpdrcir eva hi 
dasdntaram abhyupetya. With one candle one may light a second candle, with the second 
a third and then a fourth, and in this way one can light up thousands of candles, and no 
candle is inferior to another in distributing light. Every candle has the full potential 
candlepower, but there is still the distinction that one candle is the first, another the 
second, another the third and another the fourth. Similarly, there is no difference 
between the immediate expansion of the Lord and His secondary expansion. The Lord's 
names are considered in exactly the same way; since the Lord is absolute. His name. His 
form. His pastimes. His paraphernalia and His quality all have the same potency. In the 
absolute world, the name Krsna is the transcendental sound representation of the Lord. 
There is no potential difference between His quality, name, form, etc. If we chant the 
name of the Lord, Hare Krsna, that has as much potency as the Lord Himself. There is 
no potential difference between the form of the Lord whom we worship and the form of 
the Lord in the temple. One should not think that one is worshiping a doll or statue of 
the Lord, even if others consider it to be a statue. Because there is not potential 
difference, one gets the same result by worshiping the statue of the Lord or the Lord 
Himself. This is the science of Krsna consciousness. 

SB 3.21.33 

TEXT 33 

3RIIT mwrlll H 

maitreya uvdca 
evarh tam anubhdsydtha 
bhagavdn pratyag-aksajah 
jagdma bindusarasah 
sarasvatyd parisritdt 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —the great sage Maitreya said; evam —thus; tam —to him; anubhdsya — 
having spoken; atha —then; bhagavdn —the Lord; pratyak —directly; aksa —by senses; 
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jah —who is perceived; jagama —went away; bindu-sarasah —from Lake Bindu-sarovara; 
sarasvatyd —by the River Sarasvati; parisritdt —encircled. 

TRANSLATION 

Maitreya went on: Thus having spoken to Kardama Muni, the Lord, who reveals Himself 
only when the senses are in Krsna consciousness, departed from that lake called Bindu- 
sarovara, which was encircled by the River Sarasvati. 

PURPORT 

One word in this verse is very significant. The Lord is stated here to be pratyag-aksaja. 
He is imperceptible to material senses, but still He can be seen. This appears to be 
contradictory. We have material senses, but how can we see the Supreme Lord? He is 
called adhoksaja, which means that He cannot be seen by the material senses. Aksaja 
means "knowledge perceived by material senses." Because the Lord is not an object that 
can be understood by speculation with our material senses. He is also called ajita; He will 
conquer, but no one can conquer Him. What does it mean, then, that still He can be 
seen? It is explained that no one can hear the transcendental name of Krsna, no one can 
understand His transcendental form, and no one can assimilate His transcendental 
pastimes. It is not possible. Then how is it possible that He can be seen and understood? 
When one is trained in devotional service and renders service unto Him, gradually one's 
senses are purified of material contamination. When one's senses are thus purified, then 
one can see, one can understand, one can hear and so on. The purification of the 
material senses and perception of the transcendental form, name and quality of Krsna 
are combined together in one word, pratyag-aksaja, which is used here. 

SB 3.21.34 

TEXT 34 

II 98 II 

niriksatas tasya yaydv asesa- 
siddhesvardbhistuta-siddha-mdrgah 
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akarnayan patra-rathendra-paksair 
uccdritarh stomam udlrna-sama 

SYNONYMS 

nirlksatah tasya —while he was looking on; yayau —He left; asesa —all; siddha-lsvara —by 
liberated souls; abhistuta —is praised; siddha-margah —the way to the spiritual world; 
akarnayan —hearing; patra-ratha-indra —of Garuda (king of birds); paksaih —by the 
wings; uccdritam —vibrated; stomam —hymns; udlrna-sdma —forming the Sdma Veda. 

TRANSLATION 

While the sage stood looking on, the Lord left by the pathway leading to Vaikuntha, a 
path extolled by all great liberated souls. The sage stood listening as the hymns forming 
the basis of the Sama Veda were vibrated by the flapping wings of the Lord's carrier, 
Garuda. 


PURPORT 

In the Vedic literature it is stated that the two wings of the transcendental bird Garuda, 
who carries the Lord everywhere, are two divisions of the Sdma Veda known as brhat 
and rathdntara. Garuda works as the carrier of the Lord; therefore he is considered the 
transcendental prince of all carriers. With his two wings Garuda began to vibrate the 
Sdma Veda, which is chanted by great sages to pacify the Lord. The Lord is worshiped by 
Brahma, by Lord Siva, by Garuda and other demigods with selected poems, and great 
sages worship Him with the hymns of Vedic literatures, such as the Upanisads and Sdma 
Veda. These Sdma Veda utterances are automatically heard by the devotee when 
another great devotee of the Lord, Garuda, flaps his wings. 

It is clearly stated here that the sage Kardama began to look to the path by which the 
Lord was being carried to Vaikuntha. It is thus confirmed that the Lord descends from 
His abode, Vaikuntha, in the spiritual sky, and is carried by Garuda. The path which 
leads to Vaikuntha is not worshiped by the ordinary class of transcendentalists. Only 
those who are already liberated from material bondage can become devotees of the Lord. 
Those who are not liberated from material bondage cannot understand transcendental 
devotional service. In Bhagavad-gUd it is clearly stated, yatatdm api siddhdndm [Bg. 7.3]. 
There are many persons who are trying to attain perfection by striving for liberation 
from material bondage, and those who are actually liberated are called brahma-bhuta [SB 


179 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 




4.30.20] or siddha. Only the siddhas, or persons liberated from material bondage, can 
become devotees. This is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gUd: anyone who is engaged in 
Krsna consciousness, or devotional service, is already liberated from the influence of the 
modes of material nature. Here it is also confirmed that the path of devotional service is 
worshiped by liberated persons, not the conditioned souls. The conditioned soul cannot 
understand the devotional service of the Lord. Kardama Muni was a liberated soul who 
saw the Supreme Lord in person, face to face. There was no doubt that he was liberated, 
and thus he could see Garuda carrying the Lord on the way to Vaikuntha and hear the 
flapping of his wings vibrating the sound of Hare Krsna, the essence of the Sdma Veda. 

SB 3.21.35 

TEXT 35 

g ^ II II 

atha samprasthite sukle 
kardamo bhagavdn rsih 
dste sma bindusarasi 
tarn kdlarh pratipdlayan 

SYNONYMS 

atha —then; samprasthite sukle —when the Lord had gone; kardamah —Kardama Muni; 
bhagavdn —the greatly powerful; rsih —sage; dste sma —stayed; bindu-sarasi —on the 
bank of Lake Bindu-sarovara; tarn —that; kdlam —time; pratipdlayan —awaiting. 

TRANSLATION 

Then, after the departure of the Lord, the worshipful sage Kardama stayed on the bank of 
Bindu-sarovara, awaiting the time of which the Lord had spoken. 

SB 3.21.36 

TEXT 36 

m II II 
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manuh syandanam dsthdya 
sdtakaumbha-paricchadam 
dropya svdrh duhitararfi 
sa-bhdryah paryatan mahim 

SYNONYMS 

manuh —Svayambhuva Manu; syandanam —the chariot; dsthdya —having mounted; 
sdtakaumbha —made of gold; paricchadam —the outer cover; dropya —putting on; 
svdm —his own; duhitaram —daughter; sa-bhdryah —along with his wife; paryatan — 
traveling all over; mahim —the globe. 

TRANSLATION 

Svayambhuva Manu, with his wife, mounted his chariot, which was decorated with 
golden ornaments. Placing his daughter on it with them, he began traveling all over the 
earth. 


PURPORT 

The Emperor Manu, as the great ruler of the world, could have engaged an agent to find 
a suitable husband for his daughter, but because he loved her just as a father should, he 
himself left his state on a golden chariot, with only his wife, to find her a suitable 
husband. 


SB 3.21.37 

TEXT 37 

3'lFiraWI^ II II 

tasmin sudhanvann ahani 
bhagavdn yat samddisat 
updydd dsrama-padarh 
muneh sdnta-vratasya tat 

SYNONYMS 
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tasmin —on that; su-dhanvan —O great bowman Vidura; ahani —on the day; bhagavdn — 
the Lord; yat —which; samadisat —foretold; updydt —he reached; dsrama-padam —the 
holy hermitage; muneh —of the sage; sdnta —completed; vratasya —whose vows of 
austerity; tat —that. 


TRANSLATION 

O Vidura, they reached the hermitage of the sage, who had just completed his vows of 
austerity on the very day foretold by the Lord. 

SB 3.21.38, SB 3.21.39, SB 3.21.38-39 

TEXTS 38-39 

fw trolls II II 

at aia wwrm '#^a*ti 

^ ii 9'^ ii 

yasmin bhagavato netrdn 
nyapatann asru-bindavah 
krpayd samparitasya 
prapanne 'rpitayd bhrsam 

tad vai bindusaro ndma 
sarasvatyd pariplutam 
punyarh sivdmrta-jalarh 
maharsi-gana-sevitam 

SYNONYMS 

yasmin —in which; bhagavatah —of the Lord; netrdt —from the eye; nyapatan —fell 
down; asru-bindavah —teardrops; krpayd —by compassion; samparitasya —who was 
overwhelmed; prapanne —on the surrendered soul (Kardama); arpitayd —placed upon; 
bhrsam —extremely; tat —that; vai —indeed; bindu-sarah —lake of tears; ndma —called; 
sarasvatyd —by the River Sarasvatl; pariplutam —overflowed; pwnyam —holy; siva — 
auspicious; amrta —nectar; jalam —water; mahd-rsi —of great sages; gana —by hosts; 
sevitam —served. 
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TRANSLATION 


The holy Lake Bindu-sarovara, flooded by the waters of the River Sarasvati, was resorted 
to by hosts of eminent sages. Its holy water was not only auspicious but as sweet as 
nectar. It was called Bindu-sarovara because drops of tears had fallen there from the eyes 
of the Lord, who was overwhelmed by extreme compassion for the sage who had sought 
His protection. 


PURPORT 

Kardama underwent austerities to gain the causeless mercy of the Lord, and when the 
Lord arrived there He was so compassionate that in pleasure He shed tears, which 
became Bindu-sarovara. Bindu-sarovara, therefore, is worshiped by great sages and 
learned scholars because, according to the philosophy of the Absolute Truth, the Lord 
and the tears from His eyes are not different. Just as drops of perspiration which fell 
from the toe of the Lord became the sacred Ganges, so teardrops from the 
transcendental eyes of the Lord became Bindu-sarovara. Both are transcendental 
entities and are worshiped by great sages and scholars. The water of Bindu-sarovara is 
described here as sivdmrta jala. Siva means "curing." Anyone who drinks the water of 
Bindu-sarovara is cured of all material diseases; similarly, anyone who takes his bath in 
the Ganges also is relieved of all material diseases. These claims are accepted by great 
scholars and authorities and are still being acted upon even in this fallen age of Kali. 

SB 3.21.40 

TEXT 40 

II II 

punya-druma-latd-jdlaih 

kujat-punya-mrga-dvijaih 

sarvartu-phala-puspddhyam 

vana-rdji-sriydnvitam 

SYNONYMS 

punya —pious; druma —of trees; laid —of creepers; jdlaih —with clusters; kujat —uttering 
cries; punya —pious; mrga —animals; dvijaih —with birds; sarva —in all; rtu —seasons; 
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phala —in fruits; puspa —in flowers; adhyam —rich; vana-raji —of groves of trees; sriya — 
by the beauty; anvitam —adorned. 


TRANSLATION 

The shore of the lake was surrounded by clusters of pious trees and creepers, rich in 
fruits and flowers of all seasons, that afforded shelter to pious animals and birds, which 
uttered various cries. It was adorned by the beauty of groves of forest trees. 

PURPORT 

It is stated here that Bindu-sarovara was surrounded by pious trees and birds. As there 
are different classes of men in human society, some pious and virtuous and some impious 
and sinful, so also among trees and birds there are the pious and the impious. Trees 
which do not bear nice fruit or flowers are considered impious, and birds which are very 
nasty, such as crows, are considered impious. In the land surrounding Bindu-sarovara 
there was not a single impious bird or tree. Every tree bore fruits and flowers, and every 
bird sang the glories of the Lord—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ 
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. 

SB 3.21.41 

TEXT 41 

II HI II 

matta-dvija-ganair ghustarh 
matta-bhramara-vibhramam 
matta-barhi-natdtopam 
dhvayan-matta-kokilam 

SYNONYMS 

matta —overjoyed; dvija —of birds; ganaih —by flocks; ghustam —resounded; matta — 
intoxicated; bhramara —of bees; vibhramam —wandering; matta —maddened; barhi —of 
peacocks; nata —of dancers; dtopam —pride; dhvayat —calling one another; matta — 
merry; kokilam —cuckoos. 
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TRANSLATION 


The area resounded with the notes of overjoyed birds. Intoxicated bees wandered there, 
intoxicated peacocks proudly danced, and merry cuckoos called one another. 

PURPORT 

The beauty of the pleasant sounds heard in the area surrounding Lake Bindu-sarovara is 
described here. After drinking honey, the black bees became maddened, and they 
hummed in intoxication. Merry peacocks danced just like actors and actresses, and 
merry cuckoos called their mates very nicely. 

SB 3.21.42-43 

TEXTS 42-43 

II II 

if#; I 

II 8? II 

kadamba-campakasoka- 
karanja-bakuldsanaih 
kunda-mandara-kutajais 
cuta-potair alankrtam 

karandavaih plavair hamsaih 
kurarair jala-kukkutaih 
sdrasais cakravdkais ca 
cakorair valgu kujitam 

SYNONYMS 

kadamba—kadamba flowers; campaka—campaka flowers; asoka—asoka flowers; 
karanja—karanja flowers; bakula—bakula flowers; dsanaih —by dsana trees; kunda — 
kunda; manddra-manddra; kutajaih —and by kutaja trees; cuta-potaih —by young mango 
trees; alankrtam —adorned; kdrandavaih —by kdrandava ducks; plavaih —by plavas; 
harfisaih —by swans; kuraraih —by ospreys; jala-kukkutaih —by waterfowl; sdrasaih —by 
cranes; cakravdkaih —by cakravdka birds; ca —and; cakoraih —by cakora birds; valgu — 


185 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 













pleasing; kujitam —vibration of birds' sounds. 

TRANSLATION 

Lake Bindu-sarovara was adorned by flowering trees such as kadamba, campaka, asoka, 
karanja, bakula, asana, kunda, mandara, kutaja and young mango trees. The air was filled 
with the pleasing notes of karandava ducks, plavas, swans, ospreys, waterfowl, cranes, 
cakravakas and cakoras. 


PURPORT 


For most of the trees, flowers, fruits and birds mentioned here as surrounding Bindu- 
sarovara Lake, English synonyms cannot be found. All the trees mentioned are very 
pious in that they produce a nice aromatic flower, such as the campaka, kadamba and 
bakula. The sweet sounds of waterfowl and cranes made the surrounding area as pleasant 
as possible and created a very suitable spiritual atmosphere. 


SB 3.21.44 

TEXT 44 


I 

II 88 II 


tathaiva harinaih krodaih 
svavid-gavaya-kunjaraih 
gopucchair haribhir markair 
nakulair ndbhibhir vrtam 


SYNONYMS 

tathd eva —likewise; harinaih —by deer; krodaih —by boars; svdvit —porcupines; gavaya — 
a wild animal closely resembling the cow; kunjaraih —by elephants; gopucchaih —by 
baboons; haribhih —by lions; markaih —by monkeys; nakulaih —by mongooses; 
ndbhibhih —by musk deer; vrtam —surrounded. 

TRANSLATION 

Its shores abounded with deer, boars, porcupines, gavayas, elephants, baboons, lions. 
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monkeys, mongooses and musk deer. 


PURPORT 

Musk deer are not found in every forest, but only in places like Bindu-sarovara. They are 
always intoxicated by the aroma of musk secreted from their navels. Gavayas, the species 
of cow mentioned herein, bear a bunch of hair at the end of their tails. This bunch of 
hair is used in temple worship to fan the Deities. Gavayas are sometimes called camaris, 
and they are considered very sacred. In India there are still gypsies or forest mercantile 
people who flourish by trading kasturl, or musk, and the bunches of hair from the 
camaris. These are always in great demand for the higher classes of Hindu population, 
and such business still goes on in large cities and villages in India. 

SB 3.21.45, SB 3.21.46, SB 3.21.47, SB 3.21.45-47 

TEXTS 45-47 

II Sit. II 

MdMIH ^ dM<-!Jll^<5|| I 

^ II II 

5iig -cfiiciiiwH^' 

II s's II 

pravisya tat tlrtha-varam 
adi-rajah sahdtmajah 
dadarsa munim dslnarh 
tasmin huta-hutdsanam 

vidyotamdnarh vapusd 
tapasy ugra-yujd dram 
ndtiksdmam bhagavatah 
snigdhdpdngdvalokandt 
tad-vydhrtdmrta-kald- 
plyusa-sravanena ca 
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prdrhsurh padma-paldsdksarh 
jatilarh clra-vdsasam 
upasarhsritya malinarh 
yathdrhanam asamskrtam 

SYNONYMS 

pravisya —entering; tat —that; tlrtha-varam —best of sacred places; ddi-rdjah —the first 
monarch (Svayambhuva Manu); saha-dtmajah —along with his daughter; dadarsa —saw; 
munim —the sage; dslnam —sitting; tasmin —in the hermitage; huta —being offered 
oblations; huta-asanam —the sacred fire; vidyotamdnam —shining brilliantly; vapusd —by 
his body; tapasi —in penance; ugra —terribly; yujd —engaged in yoga; dram —for a long 
time; na —not; atiksdmam —very emaciated; bhagavatah —of the Lord; snigdha — 
affectionate; apdnga —sidelong; avalokandt —from the glance; tat —of Him; vydhrta — 
from the words; amrta-kald —moonlike; plyusa —the nectar; sravanena —by hearing; 
ca —and; prdrhsum —tall; padma —lotus flower; paldsa —petal; aksam —eyes; jatilam — 
matted locks; dra-vdsasam —having rags for clothes; upasarhsritya —having approached; 
malinam —soiled; yathd —like; arhariam —gem; asarhskrtam —unpolished. 

TRANSLATION 

Entering that most sacred spot with his daughter and going near the sage, the first 
monarch, Svayambhuva Manu, saw the sage sitting in his hermitage, having just 
propitiated the sacred fire by pouring oblations into it. His body shone most brilliantly; 
though he had engaged in austere penance for a long time, he was not emaciated, for the 
Lord had cast His affectionate sidelong glance upon him and he had also heard the nectar 
flowing from the moonlike words of the Lord. The sage was tall, his eyes were large, like 
the petals of a lotus, and he had matted locks on his head. He was clad in rags. 
Svayambhuva Manu approached and saw him to be somewhat soiled, like an unpolished 
gem. 


PURPORT 

Here are some descriptions of a brahmacdrl-yogl. In the morning, the first duty of a 
brahmacdrl seeking spiritual elevation is huta-hutdsana, to offer sacrificial oblations to 
the Supreme Lord. Those engaged in brahmacarya cannot sleep until seven or nine 
o'clock in the morning. They must rise early in the morning, at least one and a half 
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hours before the sun rises, and offer oblations, or in this age, they must chant the holy 
name of the Lord, Hare Krsna. As referred to by Lord Caitanya, kalau nasty eva nasty 
eva nasty eva gatir anyathd: there is no other alternative, no other alternative, no other 
alternative, in this age, to chanting the holy name of the Lord. The brahmacdri must rise 
early in the morning and, after placing himself, should chant the holy name of the Lord. 
From the very features of the sage, it appeared that he had undergone great austerities; 
that is the sign of one observing brahmacarya, the vow of celibacy. If one lives otherwise, 
it will be manifest in the lust visible in his face and body. The word vidyotamdnam 
indicates that the brahmacdri feature showed in his body. That is the certificate that one 
has undergone great austerity in yoga. A drunkard or smoker or sex-monger can never 
be eligible to practice yoga. Generally yogis look very skinny because of their not being 
comfortably situated, but Kardama Muni was not emaciated, for he had seen the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead face to face. Here the word snigdhdpdfigdvalokandt 
means that he was fortunate enough to see the Supreme Lord face to face. He looked 
healthy because he had directly received the nectarean sound vibrations from the lotus 
lips of the Personality of Godhead. Similarly, one who hears the transcendental sound 
vibration of the holy name of the Lord, Hare Krsna, also improves in health. We have 
actually seen that many brahmacdrls and grhasthas connected with the International 
Society for Krishna Gonsciousness have improved in health, and a luster has come to 
their faces. It is essential that a brahmacdri engaged in spiritual advancement look very 
healthy and lustrous. The comparison of the sage to an unpolished gem is very 
appropriate. Even if a gem just taken from a mine looks unpolished, the luster of the gem 
cannot be stopped. Similarly, although Kardama was not properly dressed and his body 
was not properly cleansed, his overall appearance was gemlike. 

SB 3.21.48 

TEXT 48 

^ 5TOf 

II II 

athotajam updydtarh 
nrdevarh pranatarh purah 
saparyayd paryagrhndt 
pratinandydnurupayd 
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SYNONYMS 


atha —then; utajam —the hermitage; updydtam —approached; nrdevam —the monarch; 
pranatam —bowed down; purah —in front; saparyayd —with honor; paryagrhndt — 
received him; pratinandya —greeting him; anurupayd —befitting the King's position. 

TRANSLATION 

Seeing that the monarch had come to his hermitage and was bowing before him, the sage 
greeted him with benediction and received him with due honor. 

PURPORT 

Emperor Svayambhuva Manu not only approached the cottage of dried leaves possessed 
by the hermit Kardama but also offered respectful obeisances unto him. Similarly, it was 
the duty of the hermit to offer blessings to kings who used to approach his hermitage in 
the jungle. 

SB 3.21.49 

TEXT 49 

II II 

grhltdrhanam dsinarh 
sarhyatarh prinayan munih 
smaran bhagavad-ddesam 
ity dha slaksnayd gird 

SYNONYMS 

grhita —received; arhanam —honor; dsinam —seated; sarhyatam —remained silent; 
prinayan —delighting; munih —the sage; smaran —remembering; bhagavat —of the Lord; 
ddesam —the order; iti —thus; dha —spoke; slaksnayd —sweet; gird —with a voice. 

TRANSLATION 

After receiving the sage's attention, the King sat down and was silent. Recalling the 
instructions of the Lord, Kardama then spoke to the King as follows, delighting him with 
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his sweet accents. 


SB 3.21.50 

TEXT 50 

sraFT ^ 'nlM II xo n 

nunarin cankramanarh deva 
satdrh sarhraksandya te 
vadhaya cdsatdrh yas tvarh 
hareh saktir hi pdlinl 

SYNONYMS 

nunam —surely; cankramanam —the tour; deva —O lord; satdm —of the virtuous; 
sarhraksandya —for the protection; te —your; vadhdya —for killing; ca—and; asatdm —of 
the demons; yah —the person who; tvam —you; hareh —of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead; saktih —the energy; hi —since; pdlinl —protecting. 

TRANSLATION 

The tour you have undertaken, O lord, is surely intended to protect the virtuous and kill 
the demons, since you embody the protecting energy of Sri Hari. 

PURPORT 

It appears from many Vedic literatures, especially histories like Srlmad-Bhdgavatam and 
the purdrias, that the pious kings of old used to tour their kingdoms in order to give 
protection to the pious citizens and to chastise or kill the impious. Sometimes they used 
to kill animals in the forests to practice the killing art because without such practice 
they would not be able to kill the undesirable elements. Ksatriyas are allowed to commit 
violence in that way because violence for a good purpose is a part of their duty. Here two 
terms are clearly mentioned: vadhdya, "for the purpose of killing," and asatdm, "those 
who are undesirable." The protecting energy of the king is supposed to be the energy of 
the Supreme Lord. In Bhagavad-gitd (4.8) the Lord says, paritrdridya sddhundrh vindsdya 
ca duskrtdm. The Lord descends to give protection to the pious and to kill the demons. 
The potency, therefore, to give protection to the pious and kill the demons or 
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undesirables is directly an energy from the Supreme Lord, and the king or the chief 
executive of the state is supposed to possess such energy. In this age it is very difficult to 
find such a head of state who is expert in killing the undesirables. Modern heads of state 
sit very nicely in their palaces and try without reason to kill innocent persons. 

SB 3.21.51 

TEXT 51 

^ ^ FT ^ RTMI II 

yo 'rkendv-agnlndra-vayunarh 
yama-dharma-pracetasam 
rupdni sthdna ddhatse 
tasmai sukldya te namah 

SYNONYMS 

yah —you who; arka —of the sun; indu —of the moon; agni —of Agni, the fire-god; 
indra —of Indra, the lord of heaven; vdyundm —of Vayu, the wind-god; yama —of Yama, 
the god of punishment; dharma —of Dharma, the god of piety; pracetasdm —and of 
Varuna, the god of the waters; rupdni —the forms; sthdne —when necessary; ddhatse — 
you assume; tasmai —unto Him; sukldya —unto Lord Visriu; te —unto you; namah — 
obeisances. 


TRANSLATION 

You assume, when necessary, the part of the sun-god; the moon-god; Agni, the god of 
fire; Indra, the lord of paradise; Vayu, the wind-god; Yama, the god of punishment; 
Dharma, the god of piety; and Varuna, the god presiding over the waters. All obeisances 
to you, who are none other than Lord Visnu! 

PURPORT 

Since the sage Kardama was a brdhmana and Svayambhuva was a ksatriya, the sage was 
not supposed to offer obeisances to the King because socially his position was greater 
than the King's. But he offered his obeisances to Svayambhuva Manu because as Manu, 
king and emperor, he was the representative of the Supreme Lord. The Supreme Lord is 
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always worshipable, regardless of whether one is a brdhmana, a ksatriya or a sudra. As 
the representative of the Supreme Lord, the King deserved respectful obeisances from 
everyone. 

SB 3.21.52, SB 3.21.53, SB 3.21.54, SB 3.21.52-54 

TEXTS 52-54 

II 

^ II II 

HJWilRldl II "iS II 

na yadd ratham dsthdya 
jaitrarh mani-gandrpitam 
visphurjac-canda-kodando 
rathena trdsayann aghdn 

sva-sainya-carana-ksunnarh 
vepayan mandalarh bhuvah 
vikarsan brhatim sendrh 
paryatasy amsumdn iva 

tadaiva setavah sarve 
varndsrama-nibandhandh 
bhagavad-racitd rdjan 
bhidyeran bata dasyubhih 

SYNONYMS 

na —not; yadd —when; ratham —the chariot; dsthdya —having mounted; jaitram — 
victorious; mani —of jewels; gana —with clusters; arpitam —bedecked; visphurjat — 
twanging; canda —a fearful sound just to punish the criminals; kodandah —bow; 
rathena —by the presence of such a chariot; trdsayan —threatening; aghdn —all the 
culprits; sva-sainya —of your soldiers; carana —by the feet; ksunnam —trampled; 
vepayan —causing to tremble; mandalam —the globe; bhuvah —of the earth; vikarsan — 
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leading; brhatlm —huge; sendm —army; paryatasi —you roam about; arhsumdn —the 
brilliant sun; iva —like; tadd —then; eva —certainly; setavah —religious codes; sarve —all; 
varna —of varnas; dsrama —of dsramas; nibandhandh —obligations; bhagavat —by the 
Lord; racitdh —created; rdjan —O King; bhidyeran —they would be broken; bata —alas; 
dasyubhih —by rogues. 


TRANSLATION 

If you did not mount your victorious jeweled chariot, whose mere presence threatens 
culprits, if you did not produce fierce sounds by the twanging of your bow, and if you did 
not roam about the world like the brilliant sun, leading a huge army whose trampling feet 
cause the globe of the earth to tremble, then all the moral laws governing the varnas and 
asramas created by the Lord Himself would be broken by the rogues and rascals. 

PURPORT 

It is the duty of a responsible king to protect the social and spiritual orders in human 
society. The spiritual orders are divided into four dsramas-brahmacarya, grhastha, 
vdnaprastha and sannydsa —and the social orders, according to work and qualification, 
are made up of the brdhmanas, the ksatriyas, the vaisyas and the siidras. These social 
orders, according to the different grades of work and qualification, are described in 
Bhagavad-gltd. Unfortunately, for want of proper protection by responsible kings, the 
system of social and spiritual orders has now become a hereditary caste system. But this 
is not the actual system. Human society means that society which is making progress 
toward spiritual realization. The most advanced human society was known as drya; drya 
refers to those who are advancing. So the question is, "Which society is advancing?" 
Advancement does not mean creating material "necessities" unnecessarily and thus 
wasting human energy in aggravation over so-called material comforts. Real 
advancement is advancement toward spiritual realization, and the community which 
acted toward this end was known as the Aryan civilization. The intelligent men, the 
brdhmanas, as exemplified by Kardama Muni, were engaged in advancing the spiritual 
cause, and ksatriyas like Emperor Svayambhuva used to rule the country and insure that 
all facilities for spiritual realization were nicely provided. It is the duty of the king to 
travel all over the country and see that everything is in order. Indian civilization on the 
basis of the four varnas and dsramas deteriorated because of her dependency on 
foreigners, or those who did not follow the civilization of varndsrama. Thus the 
varndsrama system has now been degraded into the caste system. 
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The institution of four varnas and four dsramas is confirmed herewith to be bhagavad- 
racita, which means "designed by the Supreme Personality of Godhead." In Bhagavad- 
gltd this is also confirmed: cdtur-varnyarh mayd srstam [Bg. 4.13]. The Lord says that the 
institution of four varnas and four dsramas "is created by Me." Anything created by the 
Lord cannot be closed or covered. The divisions of varnas and dsramas will continue to 
exist, either in their original form or in degraded form, but because they are created by 
the Lord, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, they cannot be extinguished. They are 
like the sun, a creation of God, and therefore will remain. Either covered by clouds or in 
a clear sky, the sun will continue to exist. Similarly, when the varndsrama system 
becomes degraded, it appears as a hereditary caste system, but in every society there is an 
intelligent class of men, a martial class, a mercantile class and a laborer class. When they 
are regulated for cooperation among communities according to the Vedic principles, 
then there is peace and spiritual advancement. But when there is hatred and 
malpractice and mutual mistrust in the caste system, the whole system becomes 
degraded, and as stated herein, it creates a deplorable state. At the present moment, the 
entire world is in this deplorable condition because of giving rights to so many interests. 
This is due to the degradation of the four castes of varnas and dsramas. 

SB 3.21.55 

TEXT 55 

^ II II 

adharmas ca samedheta 
lolupair vyankusair nrbhih 
saydne tvayi loko 'yarn 
dasyu-grasto vinanksyati 

SYNONYMS 

adharmah —unrighteousness; ca —and; samedheta —would flourish; lolupaih —simply 
hankering after money; vyankusaih —uncontrolled; nrbhih —by men; saydne tvayi — 
when you lie down for rest; lokah —world; ayam —this; dasyu —by the miscreants; 
grastah —attacked; vinanksyati —it will perish. 

TRANSLATION 
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If you gave up all thought of the world’s situation, unrighteousness would flourish, for 
men who hanker only after money would be unopposed. Such miscreants would attack, 
and the world would perish. 


PURPORT 

Because the scientific division of four varnas and four dsramas is now being 
extinguished, the entire world is being governed by unwanted men who have no 
training in religion, politics or social order, and it is in a very deplorable condition. In 
the institution of four varnas and four dsramas there are regular training principles for 
the different classes of men. Just as, in the modern age, there is a necessity for engineers, 
medical practitioners and electricians, and they are properly trained in different 
scientific institutions, similarly, in former times, the higher social orders, namely the 
intelligent class (the brdhmanas), the ruling class (the ksatriyas) and the mercantile class 
(the vaisyas), were properly trained. Bhagavad-gitd describes the duties of the 
brdhmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas and sudras. When there is no such training, one simply 
claims that because he is born in a brdhmana or ksatriya family, he is therefore a 
brdhmana or a ksatriya, even though he performs the duties of a sudra. Such undue 
claims to being a higher-caste man make the system of scientific social orders into a 
caste system, completely degrading the original system. Thus society is now in chaos, and 
there is neither peace nor prosperity. It is clearly stated herein that unless there is the 
vigilance of a strong king, impious, unqualified men will claim a certain status in society, 
and that will make the social order perish. 

SB 3.21.56 

TEXT 56 

^ II II 

athdpi prcche tvdrh vlra 
yad-artharfi tvam ihdgatah 
tad vayarh nirvyallkena 
pratipadydmahe hrdd 

SYNONYMS 
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atha api —in spite of all this; prcche —I ask; tvdm —you; vlra —O valiant King; yat- 
artham —the purpose; warn —you; iha —here; dgatah —have come; tat —that; vayam — 
we; nirvyalikena —without reservation; pratipadydmahe —we shall carry out; hrdd —with 
heart and soul. 


TRANSLATION 

In spite of all this, I ask you, O valiant King, the purpose for which you have come here. 
Whatever it may be, we shall carry it out without reservation. 

PURPORT 

When a guest comes to a friend's house, it is understood that there is some special 
purpose. Kardama Muni could understand that such a great king as Svayambhuva, 
although traveling to inspect the condition of his kingdom, must have had some special 
purpose to come to his hermitage. Thus he prepared himself to fulfill the King's desire. 
Formerly it was customary that the sages used to go to the kings and the kings used to 
visit the sages in their hermitages; each was glad to fulfill the other's purpose. This 
reciprocal relationship is called bhakti-kdrya. There is a nice verse describing the 
relationship of mutual beneficial interest between the brdhmaria and the ksatriya 
(ksatrarh dvijatvam). Ksatram means "the royal order," and dvijatvam means "the 
brahminical order." The two were meant for mutual interest. The royal order would give 
protection to the brdhmarias for the cultivation of spiritual advancement in society, and 
the brdhmarias would give their valuable instruction to the royal order on how the state 
and the citizens can gradually be elevated in spiritual perfection. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Twenty-first Chapter, of the 

A 

Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "Conversation Between Manu and Kardama." 

SB 3.22: The Marriage of Kardama Muni and Devahuti 


22. The Marriage of Kardama Muni and Devahuti 


SB 3.22.1 

TEXTl 
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lJc|Hl(2|fc.^dl^l'HJiU|c|,Hlci-iil glHl 
Hsfte ^ 5 II ? II 

maitreya uvdca 
evam dviskrtdsesa- 
guna-karmodayo munim 
savrlda iva tarn samrdd 
updratam uvdca ha 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah —the great sage Maitreya; uvdca —said; evam —thus; dviskrta —having been 
described; asesa —all; guria —of the virtues; karma —of the activities; udayah —the 
greatness; munim —the great sage; sa-vridah —feeling modest; iva —as though; tarn —him 
(Kardama); samrdt —Emperor Manu; updratam —silent; uvdca ha —addressed. 

TRANSLATION 

Sri Maitreya said: After describing the greatness of the Emperor's manifold qualities and 
activities, the sage became silent, and the Emperor, feeling modesty, addressed him as 
follows. 


TEXT 2 

«''<l*l'l|WHiRrai'!ilj|'^TbH<^‘M-il't II II 

manur uvdca 
hrahmdsrjat sva-mukhato 
yusmdn dtma-parlpsayd 
chandomayas tapo-vidyd- 
yoga-yuktdn alampatdn 


SB 3.22.2 
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SYNONYMS 


manuh —Manu; uvdca —said; brahma —Lord Brahma; asrjat —created; sva-mukhatah — 
from his face; yusmdn —you (brdhmanas); dtma-paripsayd —to protect himself by 
expanding; chandah-mayah —the form of the Vedas; tapah-vidyd-yoga-yuktdn —full of 
austerity, knowledge and mystic power; alampatdn —averse to sense gratification. 

TRANSLATION 

Manu replied: To expand himself in Vedic knowledge, Lord Brahma, the personified 
Veda, from his face created you, the brahmanas, who are full of austerity, knowledge and 
mystic power and are averse to sense gratification. 

PURPORT 

The purpose of the Vedas is to propagate the transcendental knowledge of the Absolute 
Truth. The brdhmanas were created from the mouth of the Supreme Person, and 
therefore they are meant to spread the knowledge of the Vedas in order to spread the 
glories of the Lord. In Bhagavad-gltd also Lord Krsna says that all the Vedas are meant 
for understanding the Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is especially mentioned here 
(yoga-yuktdn alampatdn) that brdhmanas are full of mystic power and are completely 
averse to sense gratification. Actually there are two kinds of occupations. One 
occupation, in the material world, is sense gratification, and the other occupation is 
spiritual activity—to satisfy the Lord by His glorification. Those who engage in sense 
gratification are called demons, and those who spread the glorification of the Lord or 
satisfy the transcendental senses of the Lord are called demigods. It is specifically 
mentioned here that the brdhmanas are created from the face of the cosmic personality, 
or virdt-purusa; similarly the ksatriyas are said to be created from His arms, the vaisyas 
are created from His waist, and the sudras are created from His legs. Brdhmanas are 
especially meant for austerity, learning and knowledge and are averse to all kinds of 
sense gratification. 

SB 3.22.3 

TEXT 3 

ft 515 Jrasft II ? II 
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tat-trdndydsrjac cdsmdn 
doh-sahasrdt sahasra-pdt 
hrdayarh tasya hi brahma 
ksatram angarh pracaksate 

SYNONYMS 

tat-trdndya —for the protection of the brdhmanas; asrjat —created; ca —and; asmdn —us 
(ksatriyas); doh-sahasrdt —from His thousand arms; sahasra-pdt —the thousand-legged 
Supreme Being (the universal form); hr day am —heart; tasya —His; hi —for; brahma — 
brdhmanas; ksatram —the ksatriyas; angam —arms; pracaksate —are spoken of. 

TRANSLATION 

For the protection of the brahmanas, the thousand-legged Supreme Being created us, the 
ksatriyas, from His thousand arms. Hence the brahmanas are said to be His heart and the 
ksatriyas His arms. 


PURPORT 

Ksatriyas are specifically meant to maintain the brdhmanas because if the brdhmanas are 
protected, then the head of civilization is protected. Brdhmanas are supposed to be the 
head of the social body; if the head is clear and has not gone mad, then everything is in 
proper position. The Lord is described thus: namo brahmanya-devdya go-brdhmana- 
hitdya ca. The purport of this prayer is that the Lord specifically protects the brdhmanas 
and the cows, and then He protects all other members of society (jagad-dhitdya). It is His 
will that universal welfare work depends on the protection of cows and brdhmanas; thus 
brahminical culture and cow protection are the basic principles for human civilization. 
Ksatriyas are especially meant to protect the brdhmanas, as is the supreme will of the 
Lord: go-brdhmana-hitdya ca. As, within the body, the heart is a very important part, so 
the brdhmanas are also the important element in human society. The ksatriyas are more 
like the whole body; even though the whole body is bigger than the heart, the heart is 
more important. 

SB 3.22.4 

TEXT 4 

31^ ^ tSR: I 
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H II « II 


ato hy anyonyam dtmdnam 
brahma ksatrarh ca raksatah 
raksati smdvyayo devah 
sa yah sad-asad-dtmakah 

SYNONYMS 

atah —hence; hi —certainly; anyonyam —each other; dtmdnam —the self; brahma —the 
brdhmanas; ksatram —the ksatriyas; ca —and; raksatah —protect; raksati sma —protects; 
avyayah —immutable; devah —the Lord; sah —He; yah —who; sat-asat-dtmakah —the 
form of the cause and effect. 


TRANSLATION 

That is why the brahmanas and ksatriyas protect each other, as well as themselves; and 
the Lord Himself, who is both the cause and effect and is yet immutable, protects them 
through each other. 


PURPORT 

The entire social structure of varna and dsrama is a cooperative system meant to uplift 
all to the highest platform of spiritual realization. The brdhmanas are intended to be 
protected by the ksatriyas, and the ksatriyas also are intended to be enlightened by the 
brdhmanas. When the brdhmanas and ksatriyas cooperate nicely, the other subordinate 
divisions, the vaisyas, or mercantile people, and the siidras, or laborer class, 
automatically flourish. The entire elaborate system of Vedic society was therefore based 
on the importance of the brdhmanas and ksatriyas. The Lord is the real protector, but 
He is unattached to the affairs of protection. He creates brdhmanas for the protection of 
the ksatriyas, and ksatriyas for the protection of the brdhmanas. He remains aloof from 
all activities; therefore. He is called nirvikdra, "without activity." He has nothing to do. 
He is so great that He does not perform action personally, but His energies act. The 
brdhmanas and ksatriyas, and anything that we see, are different energies acting upon 
one another. 

Although individual souls are all different, the Superself, or Supersoul, is the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Individually one's self may differ from others in certain 
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qualities and may engage in different activities, such as those of a brdhmana, ksatriya or 
vaisya, but when there is complete cooperation among different individual souls, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead as Supersoul, Paramatma, being one in every 
individual soul, is pleased and gives them all protection. As stated before, the brdhmanas 
are produced from the mouth of the Lord, and the ksatriyas are produced from the chest 
or arms of the Lord. If the different castes or social sections, although apparently 
differently occupied in different activities, nevertheless act in full cooperation, then the 
Lord is pleased. This is the idea of the institution of four varnas and four dsramas. If the 
members of different dsramas and varnas cooperate fully in Krsna consciousness, then 
society is well protected by the Lord, without doubt. 

In Bhagavad-gitd it is stated that the Lord is the proprietor of all different bodies. The 
individual soul is the proprietor of his individual body, but the Lord clearly states, "My 
dear Bharata, you must know that I am also ksetra jna. " Ksetra jna means "the knower or 
proprietor of the body." The individual soul is the proprietor of the individual body, but 
the Supersoul, the Personality of Godhead, Krsna, is the proprietor of all bodies 
everywhere. He is the proprietor not only of human bodies but of birds, beasts and all 
other entities, not only on this planet but on other planets also. He is the supreme 
proprietor; therefore He does not become divided by protecting the different individual 
souls. He remains one and the same. That the sun appears on top of everyone's head 
when at the meridian does not imply that the sun becomes divided. One man thinks 
that the sun is on his head only, whereas five thousand miles away another man is 
thinking that the sun is only on his head. Similarly, the Supersoul, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, is one, but He appears to individually oversee each individual 
soul. This does not mean that the individual soul and the Supersoul are one. They are 
one in quality, as spirit soul, but the individual soul and Supersoul are different. 

SB 3.22.5 

TEXTS 

qwtjfkqi ii n. ii 

tava sandarsandd eva 
cchinnd me sarva-samsaydh 
yat svayarh bhagavdn prityd 
dharmam dha riraksisoh 
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SYNONYMS 


tava —your; sandarsandt —by sight; eva —only; chinndh —resolved; me —my; sarva- 
sarhsaydh —all doubts; yat —inasmuch as; svayam —personally; bhagavdn —Your 
Lordship; prltyd —lovingly; dharmam —duty; aha —explained; riraksisoh —of a king 
anxious to protect his subjects. 


TRANSLATION 

Now I have resolved all my doubts simply by meeting you, for Your Lordship has very 
kindly and clearly explained the duty of a king who desires to protect his subjects. 

PURPORT 

Manu described herewith the result of seeing a great saintly person. Lord Caitanya says 
that one should always try to associate with saintly persons because if one establishes a 
proper association with a saintly person, even for a moment, one attains all perfection. 
Somehow or other, if one meets a saintly person and achieves his favor, then the entire 
mission of one's human life is fulfilled. In our personal experience we have actual proof 
of this statement of Manu. Once we had the opportunity to meet Visnupada Sri Srimad 
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja, and on first sight he requested this 
humble self to preach his message in the Western countries. There was no preparation 
for this, but somehow or other he desired it, and by his grace we are now engaged in 
executing his order, which has given us a transcendental occupation and has saved and 
liberated us from the occupation of material activities. Thus it is actually a fact that if 
one meets a saintly person completely engaged in transcendental duties and achieves his 
favor, then one's life mission becomes complete. What is not possible to achieve in 
thousands of lives can be achieved in one moment if there is an opportunity to meet a 
saintly person. It is therefore enjoined in Vedic literature that one should always try to 
associate with saintly persons and try to disassociate oneself from the common man, 
because by one word of a saintly person one can be liberated from material 
entanglement. A saintly person has the power, because of his spiritual advancement, to 
give immediate liberation to the conditioned soul. Here Manu admits that all his doubts 
are now over because Kardama has very kindly described the different duties of 
individual souls. 


SB 3.22.6 

TEXT 6 
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fesm ^ *1^; fll^ II § II 


distya me bhagavdn drsto 
durdarso yo 'krtdtmandm 
distyd pdda-rajah sprstarh 
slrsnd me bhavatah sivam 


SYNONYMS 

distyd —by good fortune; me —my; bhagavdn —all-powerful; drstah —is seen; durdarsah — 
not easily seen; yah —who; akrta-dtmandm —of those who have not controlled the mind 
and senses; distyd —by my good fortune; pdda-rajah —the dust of the feet; sprstam —is 
touched; slrsnd —by the head; me—my; bhavatah —your; sivam —causing all 
auspiciousness. 


TRANSLATION 

It is my good fortune that I have been able to see you, for you cannot easily be seen by 
persons who have not subdued the mind or controlled the senses. I am all the more 
fortunate to have touched with my head the blessed dust of your feet. 

PURPORT 

The perfection of transcendental life can be achieved simply by touching the holy dust 
of the lotus feet of a holy man. In the Bhdgavatam it is said, mahat-pdda-rajo-'bhisekam, 
which means to be blessed by the holy dust of the lotus feet of a mahat, a great devotee. 
As stated in Bhagavad-gltd, mahdtmdnas tu: those who are great souls are under the spell 
of spiritual energy, and their symptom is that they fully engage in Krsna consciousness 
for the service of the Lord. Therefore they are called mahat. Unless one is fortunate 
enough to have the dust of the lotus feet of a mahdtmd on one's head, there is no 
possibility of perfection in spiritual life. 

The parampard system of disciplic succession is very important as a means of spiritual 
success. One becomes a mahat by the grace of his mahat spiritual master. If one takes 
shelter of the lotus feet of a great soul, there is every possibility of one's also becoming a 
great soul. When Maharaja Rahugana asked Jada Bharata about his wonderful 
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achievement of spiritual success, he replied to the King that spiritual success is not 
possible simply by following the rituals of religion or simply by converting oneself into a 
sannydsl or offering sacrifices as recommended in the scriptures. These methods are 
undoubtedly helpful for spiritual realization, but the real effect is brought about by the 
grace of a mahatma. In Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura's eight stanzas of prayer to the 
spiritual master, it is clearly stated that simply by satisfying the spiritual master one can 
achieve the supreme success in life, and in spite of executing all ritualistic performances, 
if one cannot satisfy the spiritual master, one has no access to spiritual perfection. Here 
the word akrtdtmandm is very significant. Atmd means "body," "soul," or "mind," and 
akrtdtmd means the common man, who cannot control the senses or the mind. Because 
the common man is unable to control the senses and the mind, it is his duty to seek the 
shelter of a great soul or a great devotee of the Lord and just try to please him. That will 
make his life perfect. A common man cannot rise to the topmost stage of spiritual 
perfection simply by following the rituals and religious principles. He has to take shelter 
of a bona fide spiritual master and work under his direction faithfully and sincerely; 
then he becomes perfect, without a doubt. 

SB 3.22.7 

TEXT? 

31^: II ^ II 

distyd tvaydnusisto 'ham 
krtas cdnugraho mahdn 
apdvrtaih karna-randhrair 
justd distyosatlr girah 

SYNONYMS 

distyd —luckily; tvayd —by you; anusistah —instructed; aham —I; krtah —bestowed; ca— 
and; anugrahah —favor; mahdn —great; apdvrtaih —open; karna-randhraih —with the 
holes of the ears; justdh —received; distyd —by good fortune; usatlh —pure; girah —words. 

TRANSLATION 

I have fortunately been instructed by you, and thus great favor has been bestowed upon 
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me. I thank God that I have listened with open ears to your pure words. 

PURPORT 

A 

Srila Rupa Gosvami has given directions, in his Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu, on how to 
accept a bona fide spiritual master and how to deal with him. First, the desiring 
candidate must find a bona fide spiritual master, and then he must very eagerly receive 
instructions from him and execute them. This is reciprocal service. A bona fide spiritual 
master or saintly person always desires to elevate a common man who comes to him. 
Because everyone is under the delusion of mdyd and is forgetful of his prime duty, Krsna 
consciousness, a saintly person always desires that everyone become a saintly person. It 
is the function of a saintly person to invoke Krsna consciousness in every forgetful 
common man. 

Manu said that since he was advised and instructed by Kardama Muni, he was very 
much favored. He considered himself lucky to receive the message by aural reception. It 
is especially mentioned here that one should be very inquisitive to hear with open ears 
from the authorized source of the bona fide spiritual master. How is one to receive? One 
should receive the transcendental message by aural reception. The word karna- 
randhraih means "through the holes of the ears." The favor of the spiritual master is not 
received through any other part of the body but the ears. This does not mean, however, 
that the spiritual master gives a particular type of mantra through the ears in exchange 
for some dollars and if the man meditates on that he achieves perfection and becomes 
God within six months. Such reception through the ears is bogus. The real fact is that a 
bona fide spiritual master knows the nature of a particular man and what sort of duties 
he can perform in Krsna consciousness, and he instructs him in that way. He instructs 
him through the ear, not privately, but publicly. "You are fit for such and such work in 
Krsna consciousness. You can act in this way." One person is advised to act in Krsna 
consciousness by working in the Deities' room, another is advised to act in Krsna 
consciousness by performing editorial work, another is advised to do preaching work, 
and another is advised to carry out Krsna consciousness in the cooking department. 
There are different departments of activity in Krsna consciousness, and a spiritual 
master, knowing the particular ability of a particular man, trains him in such a way that 
by his tendency to act he becomes perfect. Bhagavad-gUd makes it clear that one can 
attain the highest perfection of spiritual life simply by offering service according to his 
ability, just as Arjuna served Krsna by his ability in the military art. Arjuna offered his 
service fully as a military man, and he became perfect. Similarly, an artist can attain 
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perfection simply by performing artistic work under the direction of the spiritual master. 
If one is a literary man, he can write articles and poetry for the service of the Lord under 
the direction of the spiritual master. One has to receive the message of the spiritual 
master regarding how to act in one's capacity, for the spiritual master is expert in giving 
such instructions. 

This combination, the instruction of the spiritual master and the faithful execution of 

A 

the instruction by the disciple, makes the entire process perfect. Srila Visvanatha 
Cakravarti Thakura describes in his explanation of the verse in Bhagavad-gUd, 
vyavasdydtmikd buddhih, that one who wants to be certain to achieve spiritual success 
must take the instruction from the spiritual master as to what his particular function is. 
He should faithfully try to execute that particular instruction and should consider that 
his life and soul. The faithful execution of the instruction which he receives from the 
spiritual master is the only duty of a disciple, and that will bring him perfection. One 
should be very careful to receive the message from the spiritual master through the ears 
and execute it faithfully. That will make one's life successful. 

SB 3.22.8 

TEXTS 

fw II II 

sa bhavdn duhitr-sneha- 
pariklistdtmano mama 
srotum arhasi dlnasya 
srdvitarh krpayd mune 

SYNONYMS 

sah —yourself; bhavdn —Your Honor; duhitr-sneha —by affection for my daughter; 
pariklista-dtmanah —whose mind is agitated; mama —my; srotum—to listen; arhasi —be 
pleased; dlnasya —of my humble self; srdvitam —to the prayer; krpayd —graciously; 
mune —O sage. 


TRANSLATION 

O great sage, graciously be pleased to listen to the prayer of my humble self, for my mind 
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is troubled by affection for my daughter. 


PURPORT 

When a disciple is perfectly in consonance with the spiritual master, having received his 
message and executed it perfectly and sincerely, he has a right to ask a particular favor 
from the spiritual master. Generally a pure devotee of the Lord or a pure disciple of a 
bona fide spiritual master does not ask any favor either from the Lord or the spiritual 
master, but even if there is a need to ask a favor from the spiritual master, one cannot 
ask that favor without satisfying him fully. Svayambhuva Manu wanted to disclose his 
mind regarding the function he wanted to execute due to affection for his daughter. 

SB 3.22.9 

TEXT 9 

3lP=|-eti>R| II II 

priyavratottanapadoh 
svaseyarh duhita mama 
anvicchati patirh yuktarh 
vayah-Ma-gunadibhih 

SYNONYMS 

priyavrata-uttanapadoh —of Priyavrata and Uttanapada; svasa—sister; iyam —this; 
duhita —daughter; mama —my; anvicchati —is seeking; patim —husband; yuktam — 
suited; vayah-Ma-guna-adibhih —by age, character, good qualities, etc. 

TRANSLATION 

My daughter is the sister of Priyavrata and Uttanapada. She is seeking a suitable husband 
in terms of age, character and good qualities. 

PURPORT 

The grown-up daughter of Svayambhuva Manu, Devahuti, had good character and was 
well qualified; therefore she was searching for a suitable husband just befitting her age. 
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qualities and character. The purpose of Manu's introducing his daughter as the sister of 
Priyavrata and Uttanapada, two great kings, was to convince the sage that the girl came 
from a great family. She was his daughter and at the same time the sister of ksatriyas; she 
did not come from a lower-class family. Manu therefore offered her to Kardama as just 
suitable for his purpose. It is clear that although the daughter was mature in age and 
qualities, she did not go out and find her husband independently. She expressed her 
desire for a suitable husband corresponding to her character, age and quality, and the 
father himself, out of affection for his daughter, took charge of finding such a husband. 

SB 3.22.10 

TEXT 10 

II ?o II 

yadd tu bhavatah slla- 
sruta-rupa-vayo-gundn 
asrnon naradad esd 
tvayy dslt krta-niscayd 

SYNONYMS 

yadd —when; tu —but; bhavatah —your; slla —noble character; sruta —learning; riipa — 
beautiful appearance; vayah —youth; gundn —virtues; asrnot —heard; ndraddt —from 
Narada Muni; esa—Devahuti; tvayi —in you; dslt —became; krta-niscayd —fixed in 
determination. 


TRANSLATION 

The moment she heard from the sage Narada of your noble character, learning, beautiful 
appearance, youth and other virtues, she fixed her mind upon you. 

PURPORT 

The girl Devahuti did not personally see Kardama Muni, nor did she personally 
experience his character or qualities, since there was no social intercourse by wbich she 
could gain such understanding. But she heard about Kardama Muni from the authority 
of Narada Muni. Hearing from an authority is a better experience than gaining personal 
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understanding. She heard from Narada Muni that Kardama Muni was just fit to be her 
husband; therefore she became fixed in her heart that she would marry him, and she 
expressed her desire to her father, who therefore brought her before him. 

SB 3.22.11 

TEXT 11 

331#^ m I 

^ II ?? II 

tat pratlccha dvijagryemarh 
haddhayopahrtam mayd 
sarvdtmandnurupdrh te 
grhamedhisu karmasu 

SYNONYMS 

tat —therefore; pratlccha —please accept; dvija-agrya —O best of the brdhmanas; imdm — 
her; sraddhayd —with faith; upahrtdm —offered as a presentation; mayd —by me; sarva- 
dtmand —in every way; anurupdm —suitable; te —for you; grha-medhisu —in the 
household; karmasu —duties. 


TRANSLATION 

Therefore please accept her, O chief of the brahmanas, for I offer her with faith and she 
is in every respect fit to be your wife and take charge of your household duties. 

PURPORT 

The words grhamedhisu karmasu mean "in household duties." Another word is also used 
here: sarvdtmandnurupdm. The purport is that a wife should not only be equal to her 
husband in age, character and qualities, but must be helpful to him in his household 
duties. The household duty of a man is not to satisfy his sense gratification, but to 
remain with a wife and children and at the same time attain advancement in spiritual 
life. One who does not do so is not a householder but a grhamedhl. Two words are used in 
Sanskrit literature; one is grhastha, and the other is grhamedhl. The difference between 
grhamedhl and grhastha is that grhastha is also an dsrama, or spiritual order, but if one 
simply satisfies his senses as a householder, then he is a grhamedhl. For a grhamedhl, to 
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accept a wife means to satisfy the senses, but for a grhastha a qualified wife is an assistant 
in every respect for advancement in spiritual activities. It is the duty of the wife to take 
charge of household affairs and not to compete with the husband. A wife is meant to 
help, but she cannot help her husband unless he is completely equal to her in age, 
character and quality. 

SB 3.22.12 

TEXT 12 

3iraFT ft ^ I 

3lft II II 

udyatasya hi kdmasya 
prativado na sasyate 
api nirmukta-sangasya 
kdma-raktasya kirn punah 

SYNONYMS 

udyatasya —which has come of itself; hi —in fact; kdmasya —of material desire; 
prativddah —the denial; na —not; sasyate —to be praised; api —even; nirmukta —of one 
who is free; sarigasya —from attachment; kdma —to sensual pleasures; raktasya —of one 
addicted; kim punah —how much less. 

TRANSLATION 

To deny an offering that has come of itself is not commendable even for one absolutely 
free from all attachment, much less one addicted to sensual pleasure. 

PURPORT 

In material life everyone is desirous of sense gratification; therefore, a person who gets 
an object of sense gratification without endeavor should not refuse to accept it. 

Kardama Muni was not meant for sense gratification, yet he aspired to marry and prayed 
to the Lord for a suitable wife. This was known to Svayambhuva Manu. He indirectly 
convinced Kardama Muni: "You desire a suitable wife like my daughter, and she is now 
present before you. You should not reject the fulfillment of your prayer; you should 
accept my daughter." 
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TEXT 13 


SB 3.22.13 


sfrq^ ?i?Rr: iTRarairai 5^: 11 ?? 11 

ya udyatam anddrtya 
klndsam abhiydcate 
kslyate tad-yasah sphltam 
mdnas cdvajnayd hatah 

SYNONYMS 

yah —who; udyatam —an offering; anddrtya —rejecting; klndsam —from a miser; 
abhiydcate —begs; kslyate —is lost; tat —his; yasah —reputation; sphltam —widespread; 
mdnah —honor; ca —and; avajnayd —by neglectful behavior; hatah —destroyed. 

TRANSLATION 

One who rejects an offering that comes of its own accord but later begs a boon from a 
miser thus loses his widespread reputation, and his pride is humbled by the neglectful 
behavior of others. 


PURPORT 

The general procedure of Vedic marriage is that a father offers his daughter to a suitable 
boy. That is a very respectable marriage. A boy should not go to the girl's father and ask 
for the hand of his daughter in marriage. That is considered to be humbling one's 
respectable position. Svayambhuva Manu wanted to convince Kardama Muni, since he 
knew that the sage wanted to marry a suitable girl: "I am offering just such a suitable 
wife. Do not reject the offer, or else, because you are in need of a wife, you will have to 
ask for such a wife from someone else, who may not behave with you so well. In that case 
your position will be humbled." 

Another feature of this incident is that Svayambhuva Manu was the emperor, but he 
went to offer his qualified daughter to a poor brdhmana. Kardama Muni had no worldly 
possessions—he was a hermit living in the forest—but he was advanced in culture. 
Therefore, in offering one's daughter to a person, the culture and quality are counted as 


212 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 









prominent, not wealth or any other material consideration. 

TEXT 14 

3ld<^*iM^4uh 5T?li ^ II ?8 II 

aharh tvdsrnavarh vidvan 
vivdhdrtham samudyatam 
atas tvam upakurvdnah 
prattdrh pratigrhdna me 


SB 3.22.14 


SYNONYMS 

aham —I; tvd —you; asrnavam —heard; vidvan —O wise man; vivdha-artham —for the 
sake of marriage; samudyatam —prepared; atah —hence; tvam —you; upakurvdnah —not 
taken a vow of perpetual celibacy; prattdm —offered; pratigrhdna —please accept; me —of 
me. 


TRANSLATION 

Svayambhuva Manu continued: O wise man, I heard that you were prepared to marry. 
Please accept her hand, which is being offered to you by me, since you have not taken a 
vow of perpetual celibacy. 


PURPORT 

The principle of brahmacarya is celibacy. There are two kinds of brahmacdrls. One is 
called naisthika-brahmacdrl, which means one who takes a vow of celibacy for his whole 
life, whereas the other, the upakurvdna-brahmacdrl, is a brahmacdrl who takes the vow 
of celibacy up to a certain age. For example, he may take the vow to remain celibate up 
to twenty-five years of age; then, with the permission of his spiritual master, he enters 
married life. Brahmacarya is student life, the beginning of life in the spiritual orders, and 
the principle of brahmacarya is celibacy. Only a householder can indulge in sense 
gratification or sex life, not a brahmacdrl. Svayambhuva Manu requested Kardama Muni 
to accept his daughter, since Kardama had not taken the vow of naisthika-brahmacarya. 
He was willing to marry, and the suitable daughter of a high royal family was presented. 
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TEXT 15 


SB 3.22.15 


5<ll(^c(,1 II 


I 

II 


rsir uvdca 

badham udvodhu-kamo 'ham 
aprattd ca tavdtmajd 
dvayor anurupo 'sdv 
ddyo vaivdhiko vidhih 


SYNONYMS 

rsih —the great sage Kardama; uvdca —said; bddham —very well; udvodhu-kdmah — 
desirous to marry; aham —I; aprattd —not promised to anyone else; ca —and; tava —your; 
dtma-jd —daughter; dvayoh —of us two; anurupah —proper; asau —this; ddyah —first; 
vaivdhikah —of marriage; vidhih —ritualistic ceremony. 


TRANSLATION 

The great sage replied: Certainly I have a desire to marry, and your daughter has not yet 
married or given her word to anyone. Therefore our marriage according to the Vedic 
system can take place. 


PURPORT 

There were many considerations by Kardama Muni before accepting the daughter of 
Svayambhuva Manu. Most important is that Devahuti had first of all fixed her mind on 
marrying him. She did not choose to have any other man as her husband. That is a great 
consideration because female psychology dictates that when a woman offers her heart to 
a man for the first time, it is very difficult for her to take it back. Also, she had not 
married before; she was a virgin girl. All these considerations convinced Kardama Muni 
to accept her. Therefore he said, "Yes, I shall accept your daughter under religious 
regulations of marriage." There are different kinds of marriages, of which the first-class 
marriage is held by inviting a suitable bridegroom for the daughter and giving her in 
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charity, well dressed and well decorated with ornaments, along with a dowry according 
to the means of the father. There are other kinds of marriage, such as gandharva 
marriage and marriage by love, which are also accepted as marriage. Even if one is 
forcibly kidnapped and later on accepted as a wife, that is also accepted. But Kardama 
Muni accepted the first-class way of marriage because the father was willing and the 
daughter was qualified. She had never offered her heart to anyone else. All these 
considerations made Kardama Muni agree to accept the daughter of Svayambhuva 
Manu. 

SB 3.22.16 

TEXT 16 


WT: H 





II II 

kdmah sa bhuydn naradeva te 'sydh 
putrydh samdmndya-vidhau pratltah 
ka eva te tanaydrh nddriyeta 
svayaiva kdntyd ksipatlm iva sriyam 

SYNONYMS 

kdmah —desire; sah —that; bhuydt —let it be fulfilled; nara-deva —O King; te—your; 
asydh —this; putrydh —of the daughter; samdmndya-vidhau —in the process of the Vedic 
scriptures; pratltah —recognized; kah —who; eva —in fact; te —your; tanaydm —daughter; 
na ddriyeta —would not adore; svayd —by her own; eva —alone; kdntyd —bodily luster; 
ksipatlm —excelling; iva —as if; sriyam —ornaments. 

TRANSLATION 

Let your daughter's desire for marriage, which is recognized in the Vedic scriptures, be 
fulfilled. Who would not accept her hand? She is so beautiful that by her bodily luster 
alone she excels the beauty of her ornaments. 

PURPORT 
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Kardama Muni wanted to marry Devahuti in the recognized manner of marriage 
prescribed in the scriptures. As stated in the Vedic scriptures, the first-class process is to 
call the bridegroom to the home of the bride and hand her to him in charity with a 
dowry of necessary ornaments, gold, furniture and other household paraphernalia. This 
form of marriage is prevalent among higher-class Hindus even today and is declared in 
the sdstras to confer great religious merit on the bride's father. To give a daughter in 
charity to a suitable son-in-law is considered to be one of the pious activities of a 
householder. There are eight forms of marriage mentioned in the scripture Manu-smrti, 
but only one process of marriage, brahma or rdjasika marriage, is now current. Other 
kinds of marriage-by love, by exchange of garlands or by kidnapping the bride-are now 
forbidden in this Kali age. Formerly, ksatriyas would, at their pleasure, kidnap a princess 
from another royal house, and there would he a fight between the ksatriya and the girl's 
family; then, if the kidnapper was the winner, the girl would be offered to him for 
marriage. Even Krsna married RukminI by that process, and some of His sons and 
grandsons also married by kidnapping. Krsna's grandsons kidnapped Duryodhana's 
daughter, which caused a fight between the Kuru and Yadu families. Afterward, an 
adjustment was made by the elderly members of the Kuru family. Such marriages were 
current in bygone ages, but at the present moment they are impossible because the strict 
principles of ksatriya life have practically been abolished. Since India has become 
dependent on foreign countries, the particular influences of her social orders have been 
lost; now, according to the scriptures, everyone is a sudra. The so-called brdhmanas, 
ksatriyas and vaisyas have forgotten their traditional activities, and in the absence of 
these activities they are called sudras. It is said in the scriptures, kalau sudra-sambhavah. 
In the age of Kali everyone will be like sudras. The traditional social customs are not 
followed in this age, although formerly they were followed strictly. 

SB 3.22.17 

TEXT 17 

II V'B II 

ydrh harmya-prsthe kvanad-anghri-sobhdrn 
vikridatirh kanduka-vihvaldkslm 
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visvavasur nyapatat svad vimanad 
vilokya sammoha-vimudha-cetah 


SYNONYMS 

yam —whom; harmya-prsthe —on the roof of the palace; kvanat-anghri-sobhdm —whose 
beauty was heightened by the tinkling ornaments on her feet; vikrldatlm —playing; 
kanduka-vihvala-akslm —with eyes bewildered, following her ball; visvdvasuh — 
Visvavasu; nyapatat —fell down; svdt —from his own; vimdndt —from the airplane; 
vilokya —seeing; sammoha-vimudha-cetdh —whose mind was stupefied. 

TRANSLATION 

I have heard that Visvavasu, the great Gandharva, his mind stupefied with infatuation, 
fell from his airplane after seeing your daughter playing with a ball on the roof of the 
palace, for she was indeed beautiful with her tinkling ankle bells and her eyes moving to 
and fro. 


PURPORT 

It is understood that not only at the present moment but in those days also there were 
skyscrapers. Herein we find the word harmya-prsthe. Harmya means "a very big palatial 
building." Svdd vimdndt means "from his own airplane." It is suggested that private 
airplanes or helicopters were also current in those days. The Gandharva Visvavasu, 
while flying in the sky, could see Devahuti playing ball on the roof of the palace. Ball 
playing was also current, but aristocratic girls would not play in a public place. Ball 
playing and other such pleasures were not meant for ordinary women and girls; only 
princesses like Devahuti could indulge in such sports. It is described here that she was 
seen from the flying airplane. This indicates that the palace was very high, otherwise 
how could one see her from an airplane? The vision was so distinct that the Gandharva 
Visvavasu was bewildered by her beauty and by hearing the sound of her ankle bangles, 
and being captivated by the sound and beauty, he fell down. Kardama Muni mentioned 
the incident as he had heard it. 


SB 3.22.18 

TEXT 18 
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^ ^sfipiraH;^ll ?'= II 

tarn prdrthayantlrn laland-laldmam 
asevita-srl-caranair adrstdm 
vatsdrh manor uccapadah svasdrarh 
ko ndnumanyeta budho 'hhiydtdm 

SYNONYMS 

tdm —her; prdrthayantlrn —seeking; laland-laldmam —the ornament of women; asevita- 
srl-caranaih —by those who have not worshiped the feet of Laksmi; adrstdm —not seen; 
vatsdm —beloved daughter; manoh —of Svayambhuva Manu; uccapadah —of 
Uttanapada; svasdram —sister; kah —what; na anumanyeta —would not welcome; 
budhah —wise man; abhiydtdm —who has come of her own accord. 

TRANSLATION 

What wise man would not welcome her, the very ornament of womanhood, the beloved 
daughter of Svayambhuva Manu and sister of Uttanapada? Those who have not 
worshiped the gracious feet of the goddess of fortune cannot even perceive her, yet she 
has come of her own accord to seek my hand. 

PURPORT 

Kardama Muni praised the beauty and qualification of Devahuti in different ways. 
Devahuti was actually the ornament of all ornamented beautiful girls. A girl becomes 
beautiful by putting ornaments on her body, but Devahuti was more beautiful than the 
ornaments; she was considered the ornament of the ornamented beautiful girls. 
Demigods and Gandharvas were attracted by her beauty. Kardama Muni, although a 
great sage, was not a denizen of the heavenly planets, but it is mentioned in the previous 
verse that Visvavasu, who came from heaven, was also attracted by the beauty of 
Devahuti. Besides her personal beauty, she was the daughter of Emperor Svayambhuva 
and sister of King Uttanapada. Who could refuse the hand of such a girl? 

SB 3.22.19 
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TEXT 19 


31^ 

31^ q*lH 

^ II II 

ato bhajisye samayena sddhvlrh 
ydvat tejo bibhrydd dtmano me 
ato dharmdn pdramahamsya-mukhydn 
sukla-proktdn bahu manye 'vihirhsrdn 

SYNONYMS 

atah —therefore; bhajisye —I shall accept; samayena —on the conditions; sddhvlm —the 
chaste girl; ydvat —until; tejah —semen; bibhrydt —may bear; dtmanah —from my body; 
me—my; atah —thereafter; dharmdn —the duties; pdramahariisya-mukhydn —of the best 
of the paramaharhsas; sukla-proktdn —spoken by Lord Visnu; bahu —much; manye —I 
shall consider; avihirhsrdn —free from envy. 

TRANSLATION 

Therefore I shall accept this chaste girl as my wife, on the condition that after she bears 
semen from my body, I shall accept the life of devotional service accepted by the most 
perfect human beings. That process was described by Lord Visnu. It is free from envy. 

PURPORT 

Kardama Muni expressed his desire for a very beautiful wife to Emperor Svayambhuva 
and accepted the Emperor's daughter for marriage. Kardama Muni was in the hermitage 
practicing complete celibacy as a brahmacdrl, and although he had the desire to marry, 
he did not want to be a householder for the whole span of his life because he was 
conversant with the Vedic principles of human life. According to Vedic principles, the 
first part of life should be utilized in brahmacarya for the development of character and 
spiritual qualities. In the next part of life, one may accept a wife and beget children, but 
one should not beget children like cats and dogs. 
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Kardama Muni desired to beget a child who would be a ray of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. One should beget a child who can perform the duties of Visnu, otherwise 
there is no need to produce children. There are two kinds of children born of good 
fathers: one is educated in Krsna consciousness so that he can be delivered from the 
clutches of mdyd in that very life, and the other is a ray of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead and teaches the world the ultimate goal of life. As will be described in later 
chapters, Kardama Muni begot such a child-Kapila, the incarnation of the Personality of 
Godhead who enunciated the philosophy of Sankhya. Great householders pray to God 
to send His representative so that there may be an auspicious movement in human 
society. This is one reason to beget a child. Another reason is that a highly enlightened 
parent can train a child in Krsna consciousness so that the child will not have to come 
back again to this miserable world. Parents should see to it that the child born of them 
does not enter the womb of a mother again. Unless one can train a child for liberation 
in that life, there is no need to marry or produce children. If human society produces 
children like cats and dogs for the disturbance of social order, then the world becomes 
hellish, as it has in this age of Kali. In this age, neither parents nor their children are 
trained; both are animalistic and simply eat, sleep, mate, defend, and gratify their senses. 
This disorder in social life cannot bring peace to human society. Kardama Muni explains 
beforehand that he would not associate with the girl Devahuti for the whole duration of 
his life. He would simply associate with her until she had a child. In other words, sex life 
should be utilized only to produce a nice child, not for any other purpose. Human life is 
especially meant for complete devotion to the service of the Lord. That is the 
philosophy of Lord Gaitanya. 

After fulfilling his responsibility to produce a nice child, one should take sannydsa and 
engage in the perfectional paramaharhsa stage, paramaharhsa refers to the most highly 
elevated perfectional stage of life. There are four stages within sannydsa life, and 
paramaharhsa is the highest order. The Srimad-Bhdgavatam is called the paramaharhsa- 
sarnhitd, the treatise for the highest class of human beings. The paramaharhsa is free 
from envy. In other stages, even in the householder stage of life, there is competition 
and envy, but since the activities of the human being in the paramaharhsa stage are 
completely engaged in Krsna consciousness, or devotional service, there is no scope for 
envy. In the same order as Kardama Muni, about one hundred years ago, Thakura 
Bhaktivinoda also wanted to beget a child who could preach the philosophy and 
teachings of Lord Gaitanya to the fullest extent. By his prayers to the Lord he had as his 
child Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja, who at the present moment is 
preaching the philosophy of Lord Gaitanya throughout the entire world through his 
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bona fide disciples. 


SB 3.22.20 


TEXT 20 

(qfqq 

qr WM HJNHHtI; II 5o II 

yato 'bhavad visvam idarh vicitrarh 
samsthdsyate yatra ca vdvatisthate 
prajdpatlndm path esa mahyarh 
par aril pramdnarh bhagavdn anantah 

SYNONYMS 

yatah —from whom; abhavat —emanated; visvam —creation; idam —this; vicitram — 
wonderful; samsthdsyate —will dissolve; yatra —in whom; ca —and; vd —or; avatisthate — 
presently exists; prajd-patindm —of the Prajapatis; patih —the Lord; esah —this; 
mahyam —to me; param —highest; pramdnam —authority; bhagavdn —Supreme Lord; 
anantah —unlimited. 


TRANSLATION 

The highest authority for me is the unlimited Supreme Personality of Godhead, from 
whom this wonderful creation emanates and in whom its sustenance and dissolution rest. 
He is the origin of all Prajapatis, the personalities meant to produce living entities in this 
world. 


PURPORT 

Kardama Muni was ordered by his father, Prajapati, to produce children. In the 
beginning of creation the Prajapatis were meant to produce the large population which 
was to reside in the planets of the gigantic universe. But Kardama Muni said that 
although his father was Prajapati, who desired him to produce children, actually his 
origin was the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Visnu, because Visnu is the origin of 
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everything; He is the actual creator of this universe, He is the actual maintainer, and 
when everything is annihilated, it rests in Him only. That is the conclusion of Srimad- 
Bhdgavatam. For creation, maintenance and annihilation there are the three deities 

A 

Brahma, Visnu and Mahesvara (Siva), but Brahma and Mahesvara are qualitative 
expansions of Visnu. Visnu is the central figure. Visnu, therefore, takes charge of 
maintenance. No one can maintain the whole creation but He. There are innumerable 
entities, and they have innumerable demands; no one but Visnu can fulfill the 
innumerable demands of all the innumerable living entities. Brahma is ordered to 
create, and Siva is ordered to annihilate. The middle function, maintenance, is taken 
charge of by Visnu. Kardama Muni knew very well, by his power in progressive spiritual 
life, that Visnu, the Personality of Godhead, was his worshipable Deity. Whatever Visnu 
desired was his duty, and nothing else. He was not prepared to beget a number of 
children. He would beget only one child, who would help the mission of Visnu. As stated 
in Bhagavad-gita, whenever there is a discrepancy in the discharge of religious 
principles, the Lord descends on the surface of the earth to protect religious principles 
and to annihilate the miscreants. 

Marrying and begetting a child is considered to liquidate one's debts to the family in 
which one is born. There are many debts which are imposed upon a child just after his 
birth. There are debts to the family in which one is born, debts to the demigods, debts to 
the Pitas, debts to the rsis, etc. But if someone engages only in the service of the 
Supreme Lord, the Personality of Godhead, who is actually worshipable, then even 
without trying to liquidate other debts, one becomes free from all obligations. Kardama 
Muni preferred to devote his life as a servant of the Lord in paramahamsa knowledge 
and to beget a child only for that purpose, not to beget numberless children to fill up the 
vacancies in the universe. 


SB 3.22.21 

TEXT 21 

3n?(k 

II II 

maitreya uvdca 
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sa ugra-dhanvann iyad evdbabhdse 
dslc ca tusnlm aravinda-ndbham 
dhiyopagrhnan smita-sobhitena 
mukhena ceto lulubhe devahutydh 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah —the great sage Maitreya; uvdca —said; sah —he (Kardama); ugra-dhanvan — 
O great warrior Vidura; iyat —this much; eva —only; dbabhdse —spoke; dslt —became; 
ca —and; tusnlm —silent; aravinda-ndbham —Lord Visnu (whose navel is adorned by a 
lotus); dhiyd —by thought; upagrhnan —seizing; smita-sobhitena —beautified by his smile; 
mukhena —by his face; cetah —the mind; lulubhe —was captivated; devahutydh —of 
Devahuti. 


TRANSLATION 

Sri Maitreya said: O great warrior Vidura, the sage Kardama said this much only and 
then became silent, thinking of his worshipable Lord Visnu, who has a lotus on His 
navel. As he silently smiled, his face captured the mind of Devahuti, who began to 
meditate upon the great sage. 


PURPORT 

It appears that Kardama Muni was fully absorbed in Krsna consciousness because as soon 
as he became silent, he at once began to think of Lord Visnu. That is the way of Krsna 
consciousness. Pure devotees are so absorbed in thought of Krsna that they have no 
other engagement; although they may seem to think or act otherwise, they are always 
thinking of Krsna. The smile of such a Krsna conscious person is so attractive that 
simply by smiling he wins so many admirers, disciples and followers. 

SB 3.22.22 

TEXT 22 

^ II II 

SO 'nu jndtvd vyavasitarh 
mahisyd duhituh sphutam 
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tasmai guna-ganadhyaya 
dadau tulydrh praharsitah 

SYNONYMS 

sah —he (Emperor Manu); anu —afterward; jnatm—having known; vyavasitam —the 
fixed decision; mahisydh —of the Queen; duhituh —of his daughter; sphutam —clearly; 
tasmai —to him; guna-gana-ddhydya —who was endowed with a host of virtues; dadau — 
gave away; tulydm —who was equal (in good qualities); praharsitah —extremely pleased. 

TRANSLATION 

After having unmistakably known the decision of the Queen, as well as that of Devahuti, 
the Emperor most gladly gave his daughter to the sage, whose host of virtues was equaled 
by hers. 

SB 3.22.23 

TEXT 23 

satarupd mahd-rdjni 
pdribarhdn mahd-dhandn 
dampatyoh paryaddt prltyd 
bhusd-vdsah paricchaddn 

SYNONYMS 

satarupd —Empress Satarupa; mahd-rdjnl —the Empress; pdribarhdn —dowry; mahd- 
dhandn —valuable presents; dam-patyoh —to the bride and bridegroom; paryaddt —gave; 
prltyd —out of affection; bhusd —ornaments; vdsah —clothes; paricchaddn —articles for 
household use. 


TRANSLATION 

Empress Satarupa lovingly gave most valuable presents, suitable for the occasion, such as 
jewelry, clothes and household articles, in dowry to the bride and bridegroom. 
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PURPORT 


The custom of giving one's daughter in charity with a dowry is still current in India. The 
gifts are given according to the position of the father of the bride. Pdribarhdn mahd- 
dhandn means the dowry which must be awarded to the bridegroom at the time of 
marriage. Here mahd-dhandn means greatly valuable gifts befitting the dowry of an 
empress. The words bhusd-vdsah paricchaddn also appear here. Bhusd means "ornaments," 
vdsah means "clothing," and paricchaddn means "various household articles." All things 
befitting the marriage ceremony of an emperor's daughter were awarded to Kardama 
Muni, who was until now observing celibacy as a brahmacdrl. The bride, Devahuti, was 
very richly dressed with ornaments and clothing. 

In this way Kardama Muni was married with full opulence to a qualified wife and was 
endowed with the necessary paraphernalia for household life. In the Vedic way of 
marriage such a dowry is still given to the bridegroom by the father of the bride; even in 
poverty-stricken India there are marriages where hundreds and thousands of rupees are 
spent for a dowry. The dowry system is not illegal, as some have tried to prove. The 
dowry is a gift given to the daughter by the father to show good will, and it is 
compulsory. In rare cases where the father is completely unable to give a dowry, it is 
enjoined that he must at least give a fruit and a flower. As stated in Bhagavad-gUd, God 
can also be pleased even by a fruit and a flower. When there is financial inability and no 
question of accumulating a dowry by another means, one can give a fruit and flower for 
the satisfaction of the bridegroom. 

SB 3.22.24 

TEXT 24 

^ II II 

prattdrh duhitararh samrdt 
sadrksdya gata-vyathah 
upaguhya ca bdhubhydm 
autkanthyonmathitdsayah 

SYNONYMS 

prattdm —who was given; duhitaram —daughter; samrdt —the Emperor (Manu); 
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sadrksaya —unto a suitable person; gata-vyathah —relieved of his responsibility; 
upaguhya —embracing; ca —and; bdhubhydm —with his two arms; autkanthya-unmathita- 
dsayah —having an anxious and agitated mind. 

TRANSLATION 

Thus relieved of his responsibility by handing over his daughter to a suitable man, 
Svayambhuva Manu, his mind agitated by feelings of separation, embraced his 
affectionate daughter with both his arms. 

PURPORT 

A father always remains in anxiety until he can hand over his grownup daughter to a 
suitable boy. A father and mother's responsibility for children continues until they 
marry them to suitable spouses; when the father is able to perform that duty, he is 
relieved of his responsibility. 

SB 3.22.25 

TEXT 25 

ftrai; ii ii 

asaknuvarhs tad-viraharh 
muncan bdspa-kaldrh muhuh 
dsincad amba vatseti 
netrodair duhituh sikhdh 

SYNONYMS 

asaknuvan —being unable to bear; tat-viraham —separation from her; muncan — 
shedding; bdspa-kaldm —tears; muhuh —again and again; dsincat —he drenched; amba — 
my dear mother; vatsa —my dear daughter; iti —thus; netra-udaih —by the water from his 
eyes; duhituh —of his daughter; sikhdh —the locks of hair. 

TRANSLATION 

The Emperor was unable to bear the separation of his daughter. Therefore tears poured 
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from his eyes again and again, drenching his daughter’s head as he cried, "My dear 
mother! My dear daughter!" 


PURPORT 

The word amba is significant. A father sometimes addresses his daughter in affection as 
"mother" and sometimes as "my darling." The feeling of separation occurs because until 
the daughter is married she remains the daughter of the father, but after her marriage 
she is no longer claimed as a daughter in the family; she must go to the husband's house, 
for after marriage she becomes the property of the husband. According to Manw- 
sarnhitd, a woman is never independent. She must remain the property of the father 
while she is not married, and she must remain the property of the husband until she is 
elderly and has grown-up children of her own. In old age, when the husband has taken 
sannydsa and left home, she remains the property of the sons. A woman is always 
dependent, either upon the father, husband or elderly sons. That will be exhibited in the 
life of Devahuti. Devahuti's father handed over responsibility for her to the husband, 
Kardama Muni, and in the same way, Kardama Muni also left home, giving the 
responsibility to his son, Kapiladeva. This narration will describe these events one after 
another. 


SB 3.22.26, SB 3.22.27, SB 3.22.26-27 

TEXTS 26-27 

^ II II 

*'il»ll*i4^IMHi II II 

dmantrya tarn muni-varam 
anujndtah sahdnugah 
pratasthe ratham druhya 
sabhdryah sva-purarh nrpah 

ubhayor rsi-kulydydh 
sarasvatydh surodhasoh 
rslridm upasdntdndrh 
pasyann dsrama-sampadah 
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SYNONYMS 


dmantrya —taking permission to go; tam —from him (Kardama); muni-varam —from the 
best of sages; anujndtah —being permitted to leave; saha-anugah —along with his 
retinue; pratasthe —started for; ratham druhya —mounting his chariot; sa-bhdryah — 
along with his wife; sva-puram —his own capital; nrpah —the Emperor; ubhayoh —on 
both; rsi-kulydydh —agreeable to the sages; sarasvatydh —of the River Sarasvati; su- 
rodhasoh —the charming banks; rslndm —of the great sages; upasdntdndm —tranquil; 
pasyan —seeing; dsrama-sampadah —the prosperity of the beautiful hermitages. 

TRANSLATION 

After asking and obtaining the great sage's permission to leave, the monarch mounted his 
chariot with his wife and started for his capital, followed by his retinue. Along the way he 
saw the prosperity of the tranquil seers' beautiful hermitages on both the charming banks 
of the Sarasvati, the river so agreeable to saintly persons. 

PURPORT 

As cities are constructed in the modern age with great engineering and architectural 
craftsmanship, so in days gone by there were neighborhoods called rsi-kulas, where great 
saintly persons resided. In India there are still many magnificent places for spiritual 
understanding; there are many rsis and saintly persons living in nice cottages on the 
banks of the Ganges and Yamuna for purposes of spiritual cultivation. While passing 
through the rsi-kulas the King and his party were very much satisfied with the beauty of 
the cottages and hermitages. It is stated here, pasyann dsrama-sampadah. The great sages 
had no skyscrapers, but the hermitages were so beautiful that the King was very much 
pleased at the sight. 

SB 3.22.28 

TEXT 28 

II II 

tam dydntam abhipretya 
brahmdvartdt prajdh patim 
gUa-sarhstuti-vdditraih 
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pratyudlyuh praharsitah 

SYNONYMS 

tam —him; dydntam —who was arriving; abhipretya —knowing of; brahmdvartdt —from 
Brahmavarta; prajdh —his subjects; patim —their lord; glta-samstuti-vdditraih —with 
songs, praise and instrumental music; pratyudlyuh —came forward to greet; praharsitdh — 
overjoyed. 


TRANSLATION 

Overjoyed to know of his arrival, his subjects came forth from Brahmavarta to greet their 
returning lord with songs, prayers and musical instruments. 


PURPORT 


It is the custom of the citizens of a kingdom's capital to receive the king when he returns 
from a tour. There is a similar description when Krsna returned to Dvaraka after the 
Battle of Kuruksetra. At that time He was received by all classes of citizens at the gate of 
the city. Formerly, capital cities were surrounded by walls, and there were different gates 
for regular entrance. Even in Delhi today there are old gates, and some other old cities 
have such gates where citizens would gather to receive the king. Here also the citizens of 
Barhismati, the capital of Brahmavarta, the kingdom of Svayambhuva, came nicely 
dressed to receive the Emperor with decorations and musical instruments. 


TEXTS 29-30 


SB 3.22.29, SB 3.22.30, SB 3.22.29-30 


II II 

f; WIM II II 


barhismati ndma purl 
sarva-sampat-samanvitd 
nyapatan yatra romdni 
yajnasydngarh vidhunvatah 
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kusdh kdsds ta evdsan 
sasvad-dharita-varcasah 
rsayo yaih pardbhdvya 
yajna-ghndn yajfiam Ijire 

SYNONYMS 

barhismatl —Barhismati; ndma —named; purl —city; sarva-sampat —all kinds of wealth; 
samanvitd —full of; nyapatan —fell down; yatra —where; romdni —the hairs; yajnasya — 
of Lord Boar; angam —His body; vidhunvatah —shaking; kusdh — kusa grass; kdsdh—kdsa 
grass; te—they; eva —certainly; dsan —became; sasvat-harita —of evergreen; varcasah — 
having the color; rsayah —the sages; yaih —by which; pardbhdvya —defeating; yajna- 
ghndn —the disturbers of the sacrificial performances; yajnam —Lord Visnu; Ijire —they 
worshiped. 


TRANSLATION 

The city of Barhismati, rich in all kinds of wealth, was so called because Lord Visnu’s 
hair dropped there from His body when He manifested Himself as Lord Boar. As He 
shook His body, this very hair fell and turned into blades of evergreen kusa grass and 
kasa [another kind of grass used for mats], by means of which the sages worshiped Lord 
Visnu after defeating the demons who had interfered with the performance of their 
sacrifices. 


PURPORT 

Any place directly connected with the Supreme Lord is called pltha-sthdna. Barhismati, 
the capital of Svayambhuva Manu, was exalted not because the city was very rich in 
wealth and opulence, but because the hairs of Lord Varaha fell at this very spot. These 
hairs of the Lord later grew as green grass, and the sages used to worship the Lord with 
that grass after the time when the Lord killed the demon Hiranyaksa. Yajna means 
Visnu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In Bhagavad-gltd, karma is described as 
yajndrtha. Yajndrtha-karma means "work done only for the satisfaction of Visnu." If 
something is done for sense gratification or any other purpose, it will be binding upon 
the worker. If one wants to be freed from the reaction of his work, he must perform 
everything for the satisfaction of Visnu, or Yajna. In the capital of Svayambhuva Manu, 
Barhismati, these particular functions were being performed by the great sages and 
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saintly persons. 

SB 3.22.31 

TEXT 31 

I 

^ss^i ^ ipn n 9? n 

kusa-kdsamayarh barhir 
dstlrya bhagavdn manuh 
ayajad yajna-purusarh 
labdhd sthdnam yato bhuvam 

SYNONYMS 

kuia —of kusa grass; kdia —and of kdsa grass; mayam —made; barhih —a seat; dstlrya — 
having spread; bhagavdn —the greatly fortunate; manuh —Svayambhuva Manu; ayajat — 
worshiped; yajna-purusam —Lord Visnu; labdhd —had achieved; sthdnam —the abode; 
yatah —from whom; bhuvam —the earth. 

TRANSLATION 

Manu spread a seat of kusas and kasas and worshiped the Lord, the Personality of 
Godhead, by whose grace he had obtained the rule of the terrestrial globe. 

PURPORT 

Manu is the father of mankind, and therefore from Manu comes the word man, or, in 
Sanskrit, manusya. Those who are in a better position in the world, having sufficient 
wealth, should especially take lessons from Manu, who acknowledged his kingdom and 
opulence to be gifts from the Supreme Personality of Godhead and thus always engaged 
in devotional service. Similarly, the descendants of Manu, or human beings, especially 
those who are situated in a well-to-do condition, must consider that whatever riches 
they have are gifts from the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Those riches should be 
utilized for the service of the Lord in sacrifices performed to please Him. That is the way 
of utilizing wealth and opulence. No one can achieve wealth, opulence, good birth, a 
beautiful body or nice education without the mercy of the Supreme Lord. Therefore, 
those who are in possession of such valuable facilities must acknowledge their 
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gratefulness to the Lord by worshiping Him and offering what they have received from 
Him. When such acknowledgement is given, either by a family, nation or society, their 
abode becomes almost like Vaikuntha, and it becomes free from the operation of the 
threefold miseries of this material world. In the modern age the mission of Krsna 
consciousness is for everyone to acknowledge the supremacy of Lord Krsna; whatever 
one has in his possession must be considered a gift by the grace of the Lord. Everyone, 
therefore, should engage in devotional service through Krsna consciousness. If one 
wants to be happy and peaceful in his position, either as a householder or citizen or 
member of human society, one must promote devotional service for the pleasure of the 
Lord. 

SB 3.22.32 

TEXT 32 

gFli II 95 II 

barhismatirii ndma vibhur 
yarn nirvisya samdvasat 
tasydrh pravisto bhavanarh 
tdpa-traya-vindsanam 

SYNONYMS 

barhismatlm —the city Barhismati; ndma —named; vibhuh —the very powerful 
Svayambhuva Manu; ydm —which; nirvisya —having entered; samdvasat —he lived in 
previously; tasydm —in that city; pravistah —entered; bhavanam —the palace; tdpa- 
traya —the threefold miseries; vindsanam —destroying. 

TRANSLATION 

Having entered the city of Barhismati, in which he had previously lived, Manu entered 
his palace, which was filled with an atmosphere that eradicated the three miseries of 
material existence. 


PURPORT 

The material world, or material existential life, is filled with threefold miseries: miseries 
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pertaining to the body and mind, miseries pertaining to natural disturbances and 
miseries inflicted by other living entities. Human society is meant to create a spiritual 
atmosphere by spreading the spirit of Krsna consciousness. The miseries of material 
existence cannot affect the status of Krsna consciousness. It is not that the miseries of 
the material world completely vanish when one takes to Krsna consciousness, but for 
one who is Krsna conscious the miseries of material existence have no effect. We cannot 
stop the miseries of the material atmosphere, but Krsna consciousness is the antiseptic 
method to protect us from being affected by the miseries of material existence. For a 
Krsna conscious person, both living in heaven and living in hell are equal. How 
Svayambhuva Manu created an atmosphere wherein he was not affected by material 
miseries is explained in the following verses. 

SB 3.22.33 

TEXT 33 


II ?? II 


sabhdryah saprajah kdmdn 
bubhuje 'nydvirodhatah 
sanglyamdna-sat-klrtih 
sastrlbhih sura-gdyakaih 
praty-usesv anubaddhena 
hrdd srnvan hareh kathdh 


SYNONYMS 

sa-bhdryah —along with his wife; sa-prajah —along with his subjects; kdmdn —the 
necessities of life; bubhuje —he enjoyed; anya —from others; avirodhatah —without 
disturbance; sanglyamdna —being praised; sat-klrtih —reputation for pious activities; sa- 
strlbhih —along with their wives; sura-gdyakaih —by celestial musicians; prati-usesu —at 
every dawn; anubaddhena —being attached; hrdd —with the heart; srnvan —listening to; 
hareh —of Lord Hari; kathdh —the topics. 

TRANSLATION 
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Emperor Svayambhuva Manu enjoyed life with his wife and subjects and fulfilled his 
desires without being disturbed by unwanted principles contrary to the process of 
religion. Celestial musicians and their wives sang in chorus about the pure reputation of 
the Emperor, and early in the morning, every day, he used to listen to the pastimes of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead with a loving heart. 

PURPORT 

Human society is actually meant for realization of perfection in Krsna consciousness. 
There is no restriction against living with a wife and children, but life should be so 
conducted that one may not go against the principles of religion, economic 
development, regulated sense enjoyment and, ultimately, liberation from material 
existence. The Vedic principles are designed in such a way that the conditioned souls 
who have come to this material existence may be guided in fulfilling their material 
desires and at the same time be liberated and go back to Godhead, back home. 

It is understood that Emperor Svayambhuva Manu enjoyed his household life by 
following these principles. It is stated here that early in the morning there were 
musicians who used to sing with musical instruments about the glories of the Lord, and 
the Emperor, with his family, personally used to hear about the pastimes of the Supreme 
Person. This custom is still prevalent in India in some of the royal families and temples. 
Professional musicians sing with sahndls, and the sleeping members of the house 
gradually get up from their beds in a pleasing atmosphere. During bedtime also the 
singers sing songs in relationship with the pastimes of the Lord, with sahndl 
accompaniment, and the householders gradually fall asleep remembering the glories of 
the Lord. In every house, in addition to the singing program, there is an arrangement for 
Bhdgavatam lectures in the evening; family members sit down, hold Hare Krsna kirtana, 
hear narrations from Srlmad-Bhdgavatam and Bhagavad-gitd and enjoy music before 
going to bed. The atmosphere created by this sanklrtana movement lives in their hearts, 
and while sleeping they also dream of the singing and glorification of the Lord. In such a 
way, perfection of Krsna consciousness can be attained. This practice is very old, as 
learned from this verse of Srimad-Bhdgavatam; millions of years ago, Svayambhuva 
Manu used to avail himself of this opportunity to live householder life in the peace and 
prosperity of a Krsna consciousness atmosphere. 

As far as temples are concerned, in each and every royal palace or rich man's house, 
inevitably there is a nice temple, and the members of the household rise early in the 
morning and go to the temple to see the mangaldrdtrika ceremony. The mangaldrdtrika 
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ceremony is the first worship of the morning. In the drdtrika ceremony a light is offered 
in circles before the Deities, as are a conchshell and flowers and a fan. The Lord is 
supposed to rise early in the morning and take some light refreshment and give audience 
to the devotees. The devotees then go back to the house or sing the glories of the Lord 
in the temple. The early morning ceremony still takes place in Indian temples and 
palaces. Temples are meant for the assembly of the general public. Temples within 
palaces are especially for the royal families, but in many of these palace temples the 
public is also allowed to visit. The temple of the King of Jaipur is situated within the 
palace, but the public is allowed to assemble; if one goes there, he will see that the 
temple is always crowded with at least five hundred devotees. After the mafigaldrdtrika 
ceremony they sit down together and sing the glories of the Lord with musical 
instruments and thus enjoy life. Temple worship by the royal family is also mentioned in 
Bhagavad-gltd, where it is stated that those who fail to achieve success in the bhakti-yoga 
principles within one life are given a chance to take birth in the next life in a family of 
rich men or in a royal family or family of learned brdhmanas or devotees. If one gets the 
opportunity to take birth in these families, he can achieve the facilities of a Krsna 
conscious atmosphere without difficulty. A child born in that Krsna atmosphere is sure 
to develop Krsna consciousness. The perfection which he failed to attain in his last life 
is again offered in this life, and he can make himself perfect without fail. 

SB 3.22.34 

TEXT 34 

%ni ^ ii ii 

nisndtarh yogamdydsu 
munirh svdyambhuvarh manum 
yad dbhramsayitum bhogd 
na sekur bhagavat-param 

SYNONYMS 

nisndtam —absorbed; yoga-mdydsu —in temporary enjoyment; munim —who was equal to 
a saint; svdyambhuvam —Svayambhuva; manum —Manu; yat —from which; 
dbhramsayitum —to cause to deviate; bhogdh —material enjoyments; na —not; sekuh — 
were able; bhagavat-param —who was a great devotee of the Supreme Personality of 
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Godhead. 


TRANSLATION 

Thus Svayambhuva Manu was a saintly king. Although absorbed in material happiness, 
he was not dragged to the lowest grade of life, for he always enjoyed his material 
happiness in a Krsna conscious atmosphere. 

PURPORT 

The kingly happiness of material enjoyment generally drags one to the lowest grade of 
life, namely degradation to animal life, because of unrestricted sense enjoyment. But 
Svayambhuva Manu was considered as good as a saintly sage because the atmosphere 
created in his kingdom and home was completely Krsna conscious. The case is similar 
with the conditioned souls in general; they have come into this material life for sense 
gratification, but if they are able to create a Krsna conscious atmosphere, as depicted 
here or as prescribed in revealed scriptures, by temple worship and household Deity 
worship, then in spite of their material enjoyment they can make advancement in pure 
Krsna consciousness without a doubt. At the present moment, modern civilization is too 
much attached to the material way of life, or sense gratification. Therefore, the Krsna 
consciousness movement can give the people in general the best opportunity to utilize 
their human life in the midst of material enjoyment. Krsna consciousness does not stop 
them in their propensity for material enjoyment, but simply regulates their habits in the 
life of sense enjoyment. In spite of their enjoying the material advantages, they can be 
liberated in this very life by practicing Krsna consciousness by the simple method of 
chanting the holy names of the Lord—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare 
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. 

SB 3.22.35 

TEXT 35 

II II 

aydta-ydmds tasydsan 
ydmdh svdntara-ydpandh 
srnvato dhydyato visnoh 
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kurvato bruvatah kathah 

SYNONYMS 

aydta-ydmdh —time never lost; tasya —of Manu; dsan —were; ydmdh —the hours; sva- 
antara —his duration of life; ydpandh —bringing to an end; srnvatah —hearing; 
dhydyatah —contemplating; visnoh —of Lord Visnu; kurvatah —acting; bruvatah — 
speaking; kathdh —the topics. 


TRANSLATION 

Consequently, although his duration of life gradually came to an end, his long life, 
consisting of a Manvantara era, was not spent in vain, since he ever engaged in hearing, 
contemplating, writing down and chanting the pastimes of the Lord. 

PURPORT 

As freshly prepared food is very tasteful but if kept for three or four hours becomes stale 
and tasteless, so the existence of material enjoyment can endure as long as life is fresh, 
but at the fag end of life everything becomes tasteless, and everything appears to be vain 
and painful. The life of Emperor Svayambhuva Manu, however, was not tasteless; as he 
grew older, his life remained as fresh as in the beginning because of his continued Krsna 
consciousness. The life of a man in Krsna consciousness is always fresh. It is said that the 
sun rises in the morning and sets in the evening and its business is to reduce the 
duration of everyone's life. But the sunrise and sunset cannot diminish the life of one 
who engages in Krsna consciousness. Svayambhuva Manu's life did not become stale 
after some time, for he engaged himself always in chanting about and meditating upon 
Lord Visnu. He was the greatest yogi because he never wasted his time. It is especially 
mentioned here, visnoh kurvato bruvatah kathdh. When he talked, he talked only of 
Krsna and Visnu, the Personality of Godhead; when he heard something, it was about 
Krsna; when he meditated, it was upon Krsna and His activities. 

It is stated that his life was very long, seventy-one yugas. One yuga is completed in 
4,320,000 years, seventy-one of such yugas is the duration of the life of a Manu, and 
fourteen such Manus come and go in one day of Brahma. For the entire duration of his 
life - 4,320,000 x 71 years—Manu engaged in Krsna consciousness by chanting, hearing, 
talking about and meditating upon Krsna. Therefore, his life was not wasted, nor did it 
become stale. 
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TEXT 36 


SB 3.22.36 


II 95 II 


sa evarh svdntararh ninye 
yugdndm eka-saptatim 
vdsudeva-prasangena 
paribhuta-gati-tmyah 

SYNONYMS 

sah —he (Svayambhuva Manu); evam —thus; sva-antaram —his own period; ninye — 
passed; yugdndm —of the cycles of four ages; eka-saptatim —seventy-one; vdsudeva —with 
Vasudeva; prasangena —by topics connected; paribhuta —transcended; gati-trayah —the 
three destinations. 


TRANSLATION 

He passed his time, which lasted seventy-one cycles of the four ages [71 x 4,320,000 
years], always thinking of Vasudeva and always engaged in matters regarding Vasudeva. 
Thus he transcended the three destinations. 

PURPORT 

The three destinations are meant for persons who are under the control of the three 
modes of material nature. These destinations are sometimes described as the awakened, 
dreaming and unconscious stages. In Bhagavad-gUd the three destinations are described 
as the destinations of persons in the modes of goodness, passion and ignorance. It is 
stated in the Gitd that those who are in the mode of goodness are promoted to better 
living conditions in higher planets, and those who are in the mode of passion remain 
within this material world on the earth or on heavenly planets, but those who are in the 
mode of ignorance are degraded to an animal life on planets where life is lower than 
human. But one who is Krsna conscious is above these three modes of material nature. It 
is stated in Bhagavad-gUd that anyone who engages in devotional service to the Lord 
automatically becomes transcendental to the three destinations of material nature and is 
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situated in the brahma-bhuta [SB 4.30.20], or self-realized, stage. Although Svayambhuva 
Manu, the ruler of this material world, appeared to be absorbed in material happiness, he 
was neither in the mode of goodness nor in the modes of passion or ignorance, but in the 
transcendental stage. 

Therefore, one who fully engages in devotional service is always liberated. Bilvamahgala 
Thakura, a great devotee of the Lord, stated: "If I have unflinching devotion to the lotus 
feet of Krsna, then Mother Liberation is always engaged in my service. The complete 
perfection of material enjoyment, religion and economic development is at my 
command." People are after dharma, artha, kdma and moksa. Generally they perform 
religious activities to achieve some material gain, and they engage in material activity 
for sense gratification. After being frustrated in material sense gratification, one wants 
to be liberated and become one with the Absolute Truth. These four principles form the 
transcendental path for the less intelligent. Those who are actually intelligent engage in 
Krsna consciousness, not caring for these four principles of the transcendental method. 
They at once elevate themselves to the transcendental platform which is above 
liberation. Liberation is not a very great achievement for a devotee, to say nothing of 
the results of ritualistic performances in religion, economic development or the 
materialistic life of sense gratification. Devotees do not care for these. They are situated 
always on the transcendental platform of the brahma-bhuta ISB 4.30.20] stage of self- 
realization. 

SB 3.22.37 

TEXT 37 

^ ^ i 

sdrird mdnasd divyd 
vaiydse ye ca mdnusdh 
bhautikds ca katharh klesd 
bddhante hari-sarfihayam 

SYNONYMS 

sdrlrdh —pertaining to the body; mdnasdh —pertaining to the mind; divydh —pertaining 
to supernatural powers (demigods); vaiydse —O Vidura; ye —those; ca—and; mdnusdh — 
pertaining to other men; bhautikdh —pertaining to other living beings; ca —and; 
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katham —how; klesah —miseries; badhante —can trouble; hari-sarhsrayam —one who has 
taken shelter of Lord Krsna. 


TRANSLATION 

Therefore, O Vidura, how can persons completely under the shelter of Lord Krsna in 
devotional service be put into miseries pertaining to the body, the mind, nature, and other 
men and living creatures? 


PURPORT 

Every living entity within this material world is always afflicted by some kind of 
miseries, pertaining either to the body, the mind or natural disturbances. Distresses due 
to cold in winter and severe heat in summer always inflict miseries on the living entities 
in this material world, but one who has completely taken shelter of the lotus feet of the 
Lord in Krsna consciousness is in the transcendental stage; he is not disturbed by any 
miseries, either due to the body, the mind, or natural disturbances of summer and 
winter. He is transcendental to all these miseries. 

SB 3.22.38 

TEXT 38 

^ ^ II II 

yah prsto munibhih prdha 
dharman nana-vidhan chubhdn 
nrndrh varndsramdndrh ca 
sarva-bhuta-hitah sadd 

SYNONYMS 

yah —who; prstah —being questioned; munibhih —by the sages; prdha —spoke; 
dharmdn —the duties; ndnd-vidhdn —many varieties; subhdn —auspicious; nrndm —of 
human society; varna-dsramdndm —of the varnas and dsramas; ca —and; sarva-bhuta — 
for all living beings; hitah —who does welfare; sadd —always. 

TRANSLATION 
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In reply to questions asked by certain sages, he [Svayambhuva Manu], out of compassion 
for all living entities, taught the diverse sacred duties of men in general and the different 
varnas and asramas. 

SB 3.22.39 

TEXT 39 

dui'fl'il'M II II 

etat ta adi-rajasya 
manos caritam adbhutam 
varnitarh varnanlyasya 
tad-apatyodayarh srnu 

SYNONYMS 

etat —this; te —unto you; adi-rajasya —of the first emperor; manoh —of Svayambhuva 
Manu; caritam —the character; adbhutam —wonderful; varnitam —described; 
varnanlyasya —whose reputation is worthy of description; tat-apatya —of his daughter; 
udayam —to the flourishing; srnu —please listen. 

TRANSLATION 

I have spoken to you of the wonderful character of Svayambhuva Manu, the original 
king, whose reputation is worthy of description. Please hear as I speak of the flourishing 
of his daughter Devahuti. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Twenty-second Chapter, of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "The Marriage of Kardama Muni and Devahuti." 


23* Devahuti’s Lamentation 


SB 3.23.1 
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TEXTl 


q4'ci<6flrMi wte ^14 ii ? ii 

maitreya uvdca 
pitrbhydrh prasthite sddhvl 
patim ingita-kovidd 
nityarh paryacarat prityd 
bhavdnlva bhavarh prabhum 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —Maitreya said; pitrbhydm —by the parents; prasthite —at the departure; 
sddhvl —the chaste woman; patim —her husband; ingita-kovidd —understanding the 
desires; nityam —constantly; paryacarat —she served; prityd —with great love; bhavdni — 
the goddess Parvati; iva —like; bhavam —Lord Siva; prabhum —her lord. 

TRANSLATION 

Maitreya continued: After the departure of her parents, the chaste woman Devahuti, who 
could understand the desires of her husband, served him constantly with great love, as 
Bhavam, the wife of Lord Siva, serves her husband. 

PURPORT 

The specific example of Bhavani is very significant. Bhavdni means the wife of Bhava, or 

A 

Lord Siva. Bhavani, or Parvati, the daughter of the King of the Himalayas, selected Lord 
Siva, who appears to be just like a beggar, as her husband. In spite of her being a 
princess, she undertook all kinds of tribulations to associate with Lord Siva, who did not 
even have a house, but was sitting underneath the trees and passing his time in 
meditation. Although Bhavani was the daughter of a very great king, she used to serve 

A 

Lord Siva just like a poor woman. Similarly, Devahuti was the daughter of an emperor, 
Svayambhuva Manu, yet she preferred to accept Kardama Muni as her husband. She 
served him with great love and affection, and she knew how to please him. Therefore, 
she is designated here as sddhvl, which means "a chaste, faithful wife." Her rare example 
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is the ideal of Vedic civilization. Every woman is expected to be as good and chaste as 
Devahuti or Bhavani. Today in Hindu society, unmarried girls are still taught to worship 
Lord Siva with the idea that they may get husbands like him. Lord Siva is the ideal 
husband, not in the sense of riches or sense gratification, but because he is the greatest 

X A 

of all devotees. Vaisnavdndrh yathd sambhuh: Sambhu, or Lord Siva, is the ideal 
Vaisnava. He constantly meditates upon Lord Rama and chants Hare Rama, Hare Rama, 
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Lord Siva has a Vaisnava sampraddya, which is called the Visnu 

A 

Svami-sampradaya. Unmarried girls worship Lord Siva so that they can expect a 
husband who is as good a Vaisnava as he. The girls are not taught to select a husband 
who is very rich or very opulent for material sense gratification; rather, if a girl is 
fortunate enough to get a husband as good as Lord Siva in devotional service, then her 
life becomes perfect. The wife is dependent on the husband, and if the husband is a 
Vaisnava, then naturally she shares the devotional service of the husband because she 
renders him service. This reciprocation of service and love between husband and wife is 
the ideal of a householder's life. 


SB 3.23.2 

TEXT 2 

^ ^ II 5 II 

visrambhendtma-saucena 
gauravena damena ca 
susrusayd sauhrdena 
vdcd madhurayd ca bhoh 

SYNONYMS 

visrambhena —with intimacy; dtma-saucena —with purity of mind and body; 
gauravena —with great respect; damena —with control of the senses; ca—and; 
susrusayd —with service; sauhrdena —with love; vaca—with words; madhurayd —sweet; 
ca —and; bhoh —O Vidura. 


TRANSLATION 


O Vidura, Devahuti served her husband with intimacy and great respect, with control of 
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the senses, with love and with sweet words. 

PURPORT 

Here two words are very significant. Devahuti served her husband in two ways, 
visrambhena and gauravena. These are two important processes in serving the husband 
or the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Vihambhena means "with intimacy," and 
gauravena means "with great reverence." The husband is a very intimate friend; 
therefore, the wife must render service just like an intimate friend, and at the same time 
she must understand that the husband is superior in position, and thus she must offer 
him all respect. A man's psychology and woman's psychology are different. As 
constituted by bodily frame, a man always wants to be superior to his wife, and a woman, 
as bodily constituted, is naturally inferior to her husband. Thus the natural instinct is 
that the husband wants to post himself as superior to the wife, and this must be 
observed. Even if there is some wrong on the part of the husband, the wife must tolerate 
it, and thus there will be no misunderstanding between husband and wife. Visrambhena 
means "with intimacy," but it must not be familiarity that breeds contempt. According 
to the Vedic civilization, a wife cannot call her husband by name. In the present 
civilization the wife calls her husband by name, but in Hindu civilization she does not. 
Thus the inferiority and superiority complexes are recognized. Damena ca: a wife has to 
learn to control herself even if there is a misunderstanding. Sauhrdena vdcd madhurayd 
means always desiring good for the husband and speaking to him with sweet words. A 
person becomes agitated by so many material contacts in the outside world; therefore, in 
his home life he must be treated by his wife with sweet words. 

SB 3.23.3 

TEXT 3 

w ^ c^twi ^1 

visrjya kdmarfi dambharfi ca 
dvesarh lobham agharfi madam 
apramattodyatd nityarh 
tejlydrhsam atosayat 

SYNONYMS 
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visrjya —giving up; kdmam —lust; dambham —pride; ca —and; dvesam —envy; lobham — 
greed; agham —sinful activities; madam —vanity; apramattd —sane; udyatd —laboring 
diligently; nityam —always; tejiydrhsam —her very powerful husband; atosayat —she 
pleased. 


TRANSLATION 

Working sanely and diligently, she pleased her very powerful husband, giving up all lust, 
pride, envy, greed, sinful activities and vanity. 


PURPORT 


Here are some of the qualities of a great husband's great wife. Kardama Muni is great by 
spiritual qualification. Such a husband is called tejiydrhsam, most powerful. Although a 
wife may be equal to her husband in advancement in spiritual consciousness, she should 
not be vainly proud. Sometimes it happens that the wife comes from a very rich family, 
as did Devahuti, the daughter of Emperor Svayambhuva Manu. She could have been 
very proud of her parentage, but that is forbidden. The wife should not be proud of her 
parental position. She must always be submissive to the husband and must give up all 
vanity. As soon as the wife becomes proud of her parentage, her pride creates great 
misunderstanding between the husband and wife, and their nuptial life is ruined. 
Devahuti was very careful about that, and therefore it is said here that she gave up pride 
completely. Devahuti was not unfaithful. The most sinful activity for a wife is to accept 
another husband or another lover. Canakya Pandita has described four kinds of enemies 
at home. If the father is in debt he is considered to be an enemy; if the mother has 
selected another husband in the presence of her grown-up children, she is considered to 
be an enemy; if a wife does not live well with her husband but deals very roughly, then 
she is an enemy; and if a son is a fool, he is also an enemy. In family life, father, mother, 
wife and children are assets, but if the wife or mother accepts another husband in the 
presence of her husband or son, then, according to Vedic civilization, she is considered 
an enemy. A chaste and faithful woman must not practice adultery—that is a greatly 
sinful act. 


TEXTS 4-5 


SB 3.23.4, SB 3.23.5, SB 3.23.4-5 
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II « II 

«im s<d'=l4i|l I 
W^[ 4tfed: fq^tlsl^i^ II 'i. II 


sa vai devarsi-varyas tarn 
mdnavlrh samanuvratdm 
daivdd garlyasah patyur 
dsdsdndrh mahdsisah 

kdlena bhuyasd ksdmdrh 
karsitdrh vrata-caryayd 
prema-gadgadayd vdcd 
plditah krpaydbravlt 

SYNONYMS 

sah —he (Kardama); vai —certainly; deva-rsi —of the celestial sages; vary ah —the 
foremost; tdm —her; mdnavlm —the daughter of Manu; samanuvratdm —fully devoted; 
daivdt —than providence; garlyasah —who was greater; patyuh —from her husband; 
dsdsdndm —expecting; mahd-dsisah —great blessings; kdlena bhuyasd —for a long time; 
ksdmdm —weak; karsitdm —emaciated; vrata-caryayd —by religious observances; 
prema —with love; gadgadayd —stammering; vdcd —with a voice; plditah —overcome; 
krpayd —with compassion; abravlt —he said. 

TRANSLATION 

The daughter of Manu, who was fully devoted to her husband, looked upon him as 
greater even than providence. Thus she expected great blessings from him. Having served 
him for a long time, she grew weak and emaciated due to her religious observances. 

Seeing her condition, Kardama, the foremost of celestial sages, was overcome with 
compassion and spoke to her in a voice choked with great love. 

PURPORT 

The wife is expected to be of the same category as the husband. She must be prepared to 
follow the principles of the husband, and then there will be happy life. If the husband is 
a devotee and the wife is materialistic, there cannot be any peace in the home. The wife 
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must see the tendencies of the husband and must be prepared to follow him. From 
Mahdbhdrata we learn that when Gandhari understood that her would-be husband, 
Dhrtarastra, was blind, she immediately began to practice blindness herself. Thus she 
covered her eyes and played the part of a blind woman. She decided that since her 
husband was blind, she must also act like a blind woman, otherwise she would be proud 
of her eyes, and her husband would be seen as inferior. The word samanuvrata indicates 
that it is the duty of a wife to adopt the special circumstances in which the husband is 
situated. Of course, if the husband is as great as Kardama Muni, then a very good result 
accrues from following him. But even if the husband is not a great devotee like Kardama 
Muni, it is the wife's duty to adapt herself according to his mentality. That makes 
married life very happy. It is also mentioned herein that by following the strict vows of a 
chaste woman. Princess Devahuti became very skinny, and therefore her husband 
became compassionate. He knew that she was the daughter of a great king and yet was 
serving him just like an ordinary woman. She was reduced in health by such activities, 
and he became compassionate and addressed her as follows. 

SB 3.23.6 

TEXT 6 

IF# MHtill'ill: 

II ? II 

kardama uvdca 

tusto 'ham adya tava mdnavi mdnaddydh 
susrusayd paramayd parayd ca bhaktyd 
yo dehindm ayam atlva suhrt sa deho 
ndveksitah samucitah ksapiturh mad-arthe 

SYNONYMS 

kardamah uvdca —the great sage Kardama said; tustah —pleased; aham —I am; adya — 
today; tava —with you; mdnavi —O daughter of Manu; mdna-ddydh —who are respectful; 
susrusayd —by the service; paramayd —most excellent; parayd —highest; ca —and; 
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bhaktyd —by the devotion; yah —that which; dehinam —to the embodied; ayam —this; 
atlva —extremely; suhrt —dear; sah —that; dehah —body; na —not; aveksitah —taken care 
of; samucitah —properly; ksapitum —to expend; mat-arthe —on my account. 

TRANSLATION 

Kardama Muni said: O respectful daughter of Svayambhuva Manu, today I am very much 
pleased with you for your great devotion and most excellent loving service. Since the body 
is so dear to embodied beings, I am astonished that you have neglected your own body to 
use it on my behalf. 


PURPORT 

It is indicated here that one's body is very dear, yet Devahuti was so faithful to her 
husband that not only did she serve him with great devotion, service and respect, but 
she did not even care for her own health. That is called selfless service. It appears that 
Devahuti had no sense pleasure, even with her husband, otherwise she would not have 
deteriorated in health. Acting to facilitate Kardama Muni's engagement in spiritual 
elevation, she continually assisted him, not caring for bodily comfort. It is the duty of a 
faithful and chaste wife to help her husband in every respect, especially when the 
husband is engaged in Krsna consciousness. In this case, the husband also amply 
rewarded the wife. This is not to be expected by a woman who is the wife of an ordinary 
person. 

SB 3.23.7 

TEXT? 

# !IWI a II 

ye me sva-dharma-niratasya tapah-samadhi- 
vidyatma-yoga-vijita bhagavat-prasadah 
tan eva te mad-anusevanayavaruddhan 
drstirh prapasya vitardmy abhaydn asokdn 
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SYNONYMS 


ye —those which; me—by me; sva-dharma —own religious life; niratasya —fully occupied 
with; tapah —in austerity; samadhi —in meditation; vidya —in Krsna consciousness; 
dtma-yoga —by fixing the mind; vijitdh —achieved; bhagavat-prasdddh —the blessings of 
the Lord; tdn —them; eva —even; te —by you; mat —to me; anusevanayd —by devoted 
service; avaruddhdn —obtained; drstim —transcendental vision; prapasya —just see; 
vitardmi —I am giving; abhaydn —which are free from fear; asokdn —which are free from 
lamentation. 


TRANSLATION 

Kardama Muni continued: I have achieved the blessings of the Lord in discharging my 
own religious life of austerity, meditation and Krsna consciousness. Although you have 
not yet experienced these achievements, which are free from fear and lamentation, I shall 
offer them all to you because you are engaged in my service. Now just look at them. I am 
giving you the transcendental vision to see how nice they are. 

PURPORT 

Devahuti engaged only in the service of Kardama Muni. She was not supposed to be so 
advanced in austerity, ecstasy, meditation or Krsna consciousness, but, imperceptibly, 
she was sharing her husband's achievements, which she could neither see nor 
experience. Automatically she achieved these graces of the Lord. 

What are the graces of the Lord? It is stated here that the graces of the Lord are abhaya, 
free from fearfulness. In the material world, if someone accumulates a million dollars, he 
is always full of fear because he is always thinking, "What if the money is lost?" But the 
benediction of the Lord, bhagavat-prasdda, is never to be lost. It is simply to be enjoyed. 
There is no question of loss. One simply gains and enjoys gaining. Bhagavad-gitd also 
confirms this: when one achieves the grace of the Lord, the result is that sarva-duhkhdni, 
all distresses, are destroyed. When situated in the transcendental position, one is freed 
from the two kinds of material diseases—hankering and lamentation. This is also stated 
in Bhagavad-gitd. After devotional life begins, we can achieve the full result of love of 
Godhead. Love of Krsna is the highest perfection of bhagavat-prasdda, or divine mercy. 
This transcendental achievement is so greatly valuable that no material happiness can 
compare to it. Prabodhananda Sarasvati said that if one achieves the grace of Lord 
Caitanya he becomes so great that he does not care a fig even for the demigods, he 
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thinks of monism as hellish, and for him the perfection of controlling the senses is as 
easy as anything. Heavenly pleasures become to him no more than stories. Actually, 
there is no comparison between material happiness and transcendental happiness. 

By the grace of Kardama Muni, Devahuti experienced actual realization simply by 
serving. We get a similar example in the life of Narada Muni. In his previous life, 

Narada was a maidservant's son, but his mother was engaged in the service of great 
devotees. He got the opportunity to serve the devotees, and simply by eating the 
remnants of their foodstuff and carrying out their orders he became so elevated that in 
his next life he became the great personality Narada. For spiritual achievement the 
easiest path is to take shelter of a bona fide spiritual master and to serve him with heart 
and soul. That is the secret of success. As stated by Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura in 
his eight stanzas of prayer to the spiritual master, yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasadah: ** 
by serving or receiving the grace of the spiritual master, one receives the grace of the 
Supreme Lord. By serving her devotee husband, Kardama Muni, Devahuti shared in his 
achievements. Similarly, a sincere disciple, simply by serving a bona fide spiritual 
master, can achieve all the mercy of the Lord and the spiritual master simultaneously. 

SB 3.23.8 

TEXTS 

II C II 

anye punar bhagavato bhruva udvijrmbha- 
vibhramsitdrtha-racandh him urukramasya 
siddhdsi bhunksva vibhavdn nija-dharma-dohdn 
divydn narair duradhigdn nrpa-vikriydbhih 

SYNONYMS 

anye —others; punah —again; bhagavatah —of the Lord; bhruvah —of the eyebrows; 
udvijrmbha —by the movement; vibhramsita —annihilated; artha-racandh —material 
achievements; kim —what use; urukramasya —of Lord Visnu (far-stepping); siddhd — 
successful; asi —you are; bhunksva —enjoy; vibhavdn —the gifts; nija-dharma —by your 
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own principles of devotion; dohan —gained; divyan —transcendental; naraih —by 
persons; duradhigan —difficult to obtain; nrpa-vikriydbhih —proud of aristocracy. 

TRANSLATION 

Kardama Muni continued: What is the use of enjoyments other than the Lord's grace? 

All material achievements are subject to be annihilated simply by a movement of the 
eyebrows of Lord Visnu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. By your principles of 
devotion to your husband, you have achieved and can enjoy transcendental gifts very 
rarely obtained by persons proud of aristocracy and material possessions. 

PURPORT 

Lord Caitanya recommended that the greatest achievement of human life is to achieve 
the grace of the Lord, love of God. He said, premd pumartho mahdn: to achieve love of 
Godhead is the highest perfection of life. The same perfection is recommended by 
Kardama Muni to his wife. His wife belonged to a very aristocratic royal family. 
Generally, those who are very materialistic or who possess material wealth and 
prosperity are unable to appreciate the value of transcendental love of God. Although 
Devahuti was a princess coming from a very great royal family, fortunately she was 
under the supervision of her great husband, Kardama Muni, who offered her the best 
gift which can be bestowed in human life—the grace of the Lord, or love of God. This 
grace of the Lord was achieved by Devahuti by the good will and satisfaction of her 
husband. She served her husband, who was a great devotee and saintly person, with 
great sincerity, love, affection and service, and Kardama Muni was satisfied. He willingly 
gave love of God, and he recommended that she accept it and enjoy it because he had 
already achieved it. 

Love of God is not an ordinary commodity. Gaitanya Mahaprabhu was worshiped by 
Rupa Gosvami because He distributed love of God, krsna-premd, to everyone. Rupa 
Gosvami praised Him as mahd-vaddnya, a greatly munificent personality, because He 
was freely distributing to everyone love of Godhead, which is achieved by wise men only 
after many, many births. Krsna-premd, Krsna consciousness, is the highest gift which 
can be bestowed on anyone whom we presume to love. 

One word used in this verse, nija-dharma-dohdn, is very significant. Devahuti, as the 
wife of Kardama Muni, achieved an invaluable gift from her husband because she was 
very faithful to him. For a woman the first principle of religion is to be faithful to her 
husband. If, fortunately, the husband is a great personality, then the combination is 
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perfect, and the lives of both the wife and the husband are at once fulfilled. 

SB 3.23.9 

TEXT 9 

tjci ^onuiirac5tfec5%iTOi- 

II II 

evarh bruvdnam abaldkhila-yogamdyd- 
vidyd-vicaksanam aveksya gatddhir dsit 
samprasraya-pranaya-vihvalayd giresad- 
vriddvaloka-vilasad-dhasitdnandha 

SYNONYMS 

evam —thus; bruvdnam —speaking; abald —the woman; akhila —all; yoga-mdyd —of 
transcendental science; vidyd-vicaksanam —excelling in knowledge; aveksya —after 
hearing; gata-ddhih —satisfied; dsit —she became; samprasraya —with humility; 
pranaya —and with love; vihvalayd —choked up; gird —with a voice; isat —slightly; 
vridd —bashful; avaloka —with a glance; vilasat —shining; hasita —smiling; dnand —her 
face; dha —she spoke. 


TRANSLATION 

Upon hearing the speaking of her husband, who excelled in knowledge of all kinds of 
transcendental science, innocent Devahuti was very satisfied. Her smiling face shining 
with a slightly bashful glance, she spoke in a choked voice because of great humility and 
love. 


PURPORT 

It is said that if one is already engaged in Krsna consciousness and is rendering 
transcendental loving service to the Lord, then it can be supposed that he has finished 
all the recommended courses of austerity, penance, religion, sacrifice, mystic yoga and 
meditation. Devahuti's husband was so expert in the transcendental science that there 
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was nothing for him to argue about, and when she heard him speak she was confident 
that since he was very much advanced in devotional service he had already surpassed all 
transcendental educational activities. She had no doubt about the gifts offered by her 
husband; she knew that he was expert in offering such gifts, and when she understood 
that he was offering the greatest gift, she was very satisfied. She was overwhelmed with 
ecstatic love, and therefore she could not reply; then, with faltering language, just like 
an attractive wife, she spoke the following words. 

SB 3.23.10 

TEXT 10 

II ?o II 

devahutir uvdca 

raddham bata dvija-vrsaitad amogha-yoga- 
mayadhipe tvayi vibho tad avaimi bhartah 
yas te 'bhyadhdyi samayah sakrd anga-sango 
bhuydd garlyasi gunah prasavah satindm 

SYNONYMS 

devahutih uvdca —Devahuti said; rdddham —it has been achieved; bata —indeed; dvija- 
vrsa —O best of the brdhmanas; etat —this; amogha —infallible; yoga-mdyd —of mystic 
powers; adhipe —the master; tvayi —in you; vibho —O great one; tat —that; avaimi —I 
know; bhartah —O husband; yah —that which; te —by you; abhyadhdyi —was given; 
samayah —promise; sakrt —once; anga-sangah —bodily union; bhuydt —may be; 
garlyasi —when very glorious; gunah —a great quality; prasavah —progeny; satindm —of 
chaste women. 


TRANSLATION 


A 

Sri Devahuti said: My dear husband, O best of brahmanas, I know that you have achieved 
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perfection and are the master of all the infallible mystic powers because you are under the 
protection of yogamaya, the transcendental nature. But you once made a promise that our 
bodily union should now fulfill, since children are a great quality for a chaste woman who 
has a glorious husband. 


PURPORT 

Devahuti expressed her happiness by uttering the word bata, for she knew that her 
husband was in a highly elevated, transcendental position and was under the shelter of 
yogamaya. As stated in Bhagavad-glta, those who are great souls, mahatmas, are not 
under the control of the material energy. The Supreme Lord has two energies, material 
and spiritual. The living entities are marginal energy. As marginal energy, a person may 
be under the control of the material energy or the spiritual energy (yogamaya). Kardama 
Muni was a great soul, and therefore he was under the spiritual energy, which means 
that he was directly connected with the Supreme Lord. The symptom of this is Krsna 
consciousness, constant engagement in devotional service. This was known to Devahuti, 
yet she was anxious to have a son by bodily union with the sage. She reminded her 
husband of his promise to her parents: "1 will remain only until the time of Devahuti's 
pregnancy." She reminded him that for a chaste woman to have a child by a great 
personality is most glorious. She wanted to be pregnant, and she prayed for that. The 
word stri means "expansion." By bodily union of the husband and wife their qualities are 
expanded: children born of good parents are expansions of the parents' personal 
qualifications. Both Kardama Muni and Devahuti were spiritually enlightened; 
therefore she desired from the beginning that first she be pregnant and then she be 
empowered with the achievement of God's grace and love of God. For a woman it is a 
great ambition to have a son of the same quality as a highly qualified husband. Since she 
had the opportunity to have Kardama Muni as her husband, she also desired to have a 
child by bodily union. 

SB 3.23.11 

TEXT 11 

^ ^ chdidLRiRiH'maii i 

cdnwcii^i w II ?? II 
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tatreti-krtyam upasiksa yathopadesarh 
yenaisa me karsito 'tirirarhsaydtmd 
siddhyeta te krta-manobhava-dharsitdyd 
dlnas tad Isa bhavanarh sadrsarh vicaksva 

SYNONYMS 

tatra —in that; iti-krtyam —what is necessary to be done; upasiksa —perform; yathd — 
according to; upadesam —instruction in scripture; yena —by which; esah —this; me —my; 
karsitah —emaciated; atirirarh-sayd —due to intense passion not being satisfied; dtmd — 
body; siddhyeta —it may he rendered fit; te —for you; krta —excited; manah-bhava —by 
emotion; dharsitdydh —who am struck; dinah —poor; tat —therefore; Isa —O my dear 
lord; bhavanam —house; sadrsam —suitable; vicaksva —please think of. 

TRANSLATION 

Devahuti continued: My dear lord, I am struck by excited emotion for you. Therefore 
kindly make what arrangements must be made according to the scriptures so that my 
skinny body, emaciated through unsatisfied passion, may be rendered fit for you. Also, 
my lord, please think of a suitable house for this purpose. 

PURPORT 

The Vedic literatures are not only full of spiritual instruction but are also instructive in 
how to prosecute material existence very nicely, with the ultimate aim of spiritual 
perfection. Devahuti asked her husband, therefore, how to prepare herself for sex life 
according to the Vedic instructions. Sex life is especially meant for having good 
children. The circumstances for creating good children are mentioned in kdma-sdstra, 
the scripture in which suitable arrangements are prescribed for factually glorious sex 
life. Everything needed is mentioned in the scriptures—what sort of house and 
decorations there should be, what sort of dress the wife should have, how she should be 
decorated with ointments, scents and other attractive features, etc. With these 
requisites fulfilled, the husband will be attracted by her beauty, and a favorable mental 
situation will be created. The mental situation at the time of sex life may then be 
transferred into the womb of the wife, and good children can come out of that 
pregnancy. Here is a special reference to Devahuti's bodily features. Because she had 
become skinny, she feared that her body might have no attraction for Kardama. She 
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wanted to be instructed how to improve her bodily condition in order to attract her 
husband. Sexual intercourse in which the husband is attracted to the wife is sure to 
produce a male child, but sexual intercourse based on attraction of the wife for the 
husband may produce a girl. That is mentioned in the Ayur-veda. When the passion of 
the woman is greater, there is a chance of a girl's being born. When the passion of the 
man is greater, then there is the possibility of a son. Devahuti wanted the passion of her 
husband to be increased by the arrangement mentioned in the kdma-sdstra. She wanted 
him to instruct her in that way, and she also requested that he arrange for a suitable 
house because the hermitage in which Kardama Muni was living was very simple and 
completely in the mode of goodness, and there was less possibility of passion's being 
aroused in his heart. 

SB 3.23.12 

TEXT 12 

II II 

maitreya uvdca 
priydydh priyam anvicchan 
kardamo yogam dsthitah 
vimdnarh kdma-garh ksattas 
tarhy evdviracikarat 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah —the great sage Maitreya; uvdca —said; priydydh —of his beloved wife; 
priyam —the pleasure; anvicchan —seeking; kardamah —the sage Kardama; yogam — 
yogic power; dsthitah —exercised; vimdnam —an airplane; kdma-gam —moving at will; 
ksattah —O Vidura; tarhi —instantly; eva —quite; dviracikarat —he produced. 

TRANSLATION 

Maitreya continued: O Vidura, seeking to please his beloved wife, the sage Kardama 
exercised his yogic power and instantly produced an aerial mansion that could travel at his 
will. 
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PURPORT 


Here the words yogam dsthitah are significant. The sage Kardama was completely perfect 
in yoga. As the result of real yoga practice there are eight kinds of perfection: the yogi 
can become smaller than the smallest, greater than the greatest or lighter than the 
lightest, he can achieve anything he likes, he can create even a planet, he can establish 
influence over anyone, etc. In this way yogic perfection is achieved, and after this one 
can achieve the perfection of spiritual life. Thus it was not very wonderful for Kardama 
Muni to create a mansion in the air, according to his own desire, to fulfill the desire of 
his beloved wife. He at once created the palace, which is described in the following 
verses. 


SB 3.23.13 

TEXT 13 

II ?? II 

sarva-kama-dugham divyarh 
sarva-ratna-samanvitam 
sarvarddhy-upacayodarkarh 
mani-stambhair upaskrtam 

SYNONYMS 

sarva —all; kdma —desires; dugham —yielding; divyam —wonderful; sarva-ratna —all 
sorts of jewels; samanvitam —bedecked with; sarva—all; rddhi —of wealth; upacaya — 
increase; udarkam —gradual; mani —of precious stones; stambhaih —with pillars; 
upaskrtam —adorned. 


TRANSLATION 

It was a wonderful structure, bedecked with all sorts of jewels, adorned with pillars of 
precious stones, and capable of yielding whatever one desired. It was equipped with every 
form of furniture and wealth, which tended to increase in the course of time. 

PURPORT 
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The castle created in the sky by Kardama Muni may be called "a castle in the air," but by 
his mystic power of yoga Kardama Muni actually constructed a huge castle in the air. To 
our feeble imagination, a castle in the sky is an impossibility, but if we scrutinizingly 
consider the matter we can understand that it is not impossible at all. If the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead can create so many planets, carrying millions of castles in the 
air, a perfect yogi like Kardama Muni can easily construct one castle in the air. The 
castle is described as sarva-kama-dugham, "yielding whatever one desired." It was full of 
jewels. Even the pillars were made of pearls and valuable stones. These valuable jewels 
and stones were not subject to deterioration, but were everlastingly and increasingly 
opulent. We sometimes hear of castles thus bedecked on the surface of this earth also. 
The castles constructed by Lord Krsna for His lamplight during the night. 

SB 3.23.14, SB 3.23.15, SB 3.23.14-15 

TEXTS 14-15 

II n II 

divyopakaranopetam 
sarva-kdla-sukhdvaham 
pattikdbhih patdkdbhir 
vicitrdbhir alankrtam 

sragbhir vicitra-mdlydbhir 
manju-sinjat-sad-afighribhih 
dukula-ksauma-kauseyair 
ndnd-vastrair virdjitam 

SYNONYMS 

divya —wonderful; upakarana —with paraphernalia; upetam —equipped; sarva-kdla —in 
all seasons; sukha-dvaham —bringing happiness; pattikdbhih —with festoons; 
patdkdbhih —with flags; vicitrdbhih —of various colors and fabrics; alankrtam — 
decorated; sragbhih —with wreaths; vicitra-mdlydbhih —with charming flowers; manju — 
sweet; sinjat —humming; sat-afighribhih —with bees; dukula —fine cloth; ksauma —linen; 


258 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www-krishnaxom 
Distributed by wwwx-vedasxom with permission of the publishers 











kauseyaih —of silk cloth; nana —various; vastraih —with tapestries; virajitam — 
embellished. 


TRANSLATION 

The castle was fully equipped with all necessary paraphernalia, and it was pleasing in all 
seasons. It was decorated all around with flags, festoons and artistic work of variegated 
colors. It was further embellished with wreaths of charming flowers that attracted sweetly 
humming bees and with tapestries of linen, silk and various other fabrics. 

SB 3.23.16 

TEXT 16 

M: ^ II ?? II 

upary upari vinyasta- 
nilayesu prthak prthak 
ksiptaih kasipubhih kdntarh 
paryanka-vyajandsanaih 

SYNONYMS 

upari upari —one upon another; vinyasta —placed; nilayesu —in stories; prthak prthak — 
separately; ksiptaih —arranged; kasipubhih —with beds; kdntam —charming; paryanka — 
couches; vyajana —fans; dsanaih —with seats. 

TRANSLATION 

The palace looked charming, with beds, couches, fans and seats, all separately arranged in 
seven stories. 


PURPORT 

It is understood from this verse that the castle had many stories. The words upary upari 
vinyasta indicate that skyscrapers are not newly invented. Even in those days, millions 
of years ago, the idea of building many-storied houses was current. They contained not 
merely one or two rooms, but many different apartments, and each was completely 
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decorated with cushions, bedsteads, sitting places and carpets. 


SB 3.23.17 


TEXT 17 

II II 

tatra tatra viniksipta- 
ndnd-silpopasobhitam 
mahd-marakata-sthalyd 
justarh vidruma-vedibhih 

SYNONYMS 

tatra tatra —here and there; viniksipta —placed; nana—various; silpa —by artistic 
engravings; upasobhitam —extraordinarily beautiful; mahd-marakata —of great emeralds; 
sthalyd —with a floor; justam —furnished; vidruma —of coral; vedibhih —with raised 
platforms (daises). 


TRANSLATION 

Its beauty was enhanced by artistic engravings here and there on the walls. The floor was 
of emerald, with coral daises. 


PURPORT 

At the present moment people are very proud of their architectural art, yet floors are 
generally decorated with colored cement. It appears, however, that the castle 
constructed by the yogic powers of Kardama Muni had floors of emerald with coral 
daises. 


TEXT 18 


SB 3.23.18 
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dvahsu vidruma-dehalya 
bhdtarh vajra-kapdtavat 
sikharesv indranllesu 
hema-kumbhair adhihitam 

SYNONYMS 

dvdhsu —in the entrances; vidruma —of coral; dehalyd —with a threshold; bhdtam — 
beautiful; vajra —bedecked with diamonds; kapdta-vat —having doors; sikharesu —on the 
domes; indra-nllesu —of sapphires; hema-kumbhaih —with gold pinnacles; adhihitam — 
crowned. 


TRANSLATION 

The palace was very beautiful, with its coral thresholds at the entrances and its doors 
bedecked with diamonds. Gold pinnacles crowned its domes of sapphire. 

SB 3.23.19 

TEXT 19 

Ml: I 

^ II n II 

caksusmat padmardgdgryair 
vajra-bhittisu nirmitaih 
justarh vicitra-vaitdnair 
mahdrhair hema-toranaih 

SYNONYMS 

caksuh-mat —as if possessed of eyes; padma-rdga —with rubies; agryaih —choicest; 
vajra —of diamond; bhittisu —on the walls; nirmitaih —set; justam —furnished; vicitra — 
various; vaitdnaih —with canopies; mahd-arhaih —greatly valuable; hema-toranaih —with 
gates of gold. 


TRANSLATION 

With the choicest rubies set in its diamond walls, it appeared as though possessed of eyes. 
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It was furnished with wonderful canopies and greatly valuable gates of gold. 

PURPORT 

Artistic jewelry and decorations giving the appearance of eyes are not imaginary. Even 
in recent times the Mogul emperors constructed their palaces with decorations of 
jeweled birds with eyes made of valuable stones. The stones have been taken away by the 
authorities, but the decorations are still present in some of the castles constructed by the 
Mogul emperors in New Delhi. The royal palaces were built with jewels and rare stones 
resembling eyes, and thus at night they would give off reflective light without need of 
lamps. 

SB 3.23.20 

TEXT 20 

harhsa-pdrdvata-vrdtais 
tatra tatra nikujitam 
krtrimdn manyamdnaih svdn 
adhiruhyddhiruhya ca 

SYNONYMS 

harfisa —of swans; pdrdvata —of pigeons; vrdtaih —with multitudes; tatra tatra —here and 
there; nikujitam —vibrated; krtrimdn —artificial; manyamdnaih —thinking; svdn — 
belonging to their own kind; adhiruhya adhiruhya —rising repeatedly; ca—and. 

TRANSLATION 

Here and there in that palace were multitudes of live swans and pigeons, as well as 
artificial swans and pigeons so lifelike that the real swans rose above them again and 
again, thinking them live birds like themselves. Thus the palace vibrated with the sounds 
of these birds. 

SB 3.23.21 

TEXT 21 
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vihdra-sthdna-visrdma- 
sarfivesa-prdngandjiraih 
yathopajosarh racitair 
visundpanam ivdtmanah 

SYNONYMS 

vihdra-sthdna —pleasure grounds; visrdma —resting chambers; sarhvesa —bedrooms; 
prdfigana —inner yards; ajiraih —with outer yards; yathd-upajosam —according to 
comfort; racitaih —which were designed; vismdpanam —causing astonishment; iva — 
indeed; dtmanah —to himself (Kardama). 

TRANSLATION 

The castle had pleasure grounds, resting chambers, bedrooms and inner and outer yards 
designed with an eye to comfort. All this caused astonishment to the sage himself. 

PURPORT 

Kardama Muni, being a saintly person, was living in a humble hermitage, but when he 
saw the palace constructed by his yogic powers, which was full of resting rooms, rooms 
for sex enjoyment, and inner and outer yards, he himself was astonished. That is the way 
of a God-gifted person. A devotee like Kardama Muni exhibited such opulence by his 
yogic power at the request of his wife, but when the opulence was produced, he himself 
could not understand how such manifestations could be possible. When a yogi's power is 
exhibited, the yogi himself is sometimes astonished. 

SB 3.23.22 

TEXT 22 

I 

g^rll^Hlfe ?Wtll II 

idrg grharh tat pasyantlrh 
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ndtiprltena cetasd 
sarva-bhutdsaydbhijnah 
prdvocat kardamah svayam 

SYNONYMS 

idrk —such; grham —house; tat —that; pasyantlm —looking at; na atiprltena —not much 
pleased; cetasd —with a heart; sarva-bhuta —of everyone; dsaya-abhijfiah — 
understanding the heart; prdvocat —he addressed; kardamah —Kardama; svayam — 
personally. 


TRANSLATION 

When he saw Devahuti looking at the gigantic, opulent palace with a displeased heart, 
Kardama Muni could understand her feelings because he could study the heart of anyone. 
Thus he personally addressed his wife as follows. 

PURPORT 

Devahuti had spent a long time in the hermitage, not taking much care of her body. She 
was covered with dirt, and her clothing was not very nice. Kardama Muni was surprised 
that he could produce such a palace, and similarly his wife, Devahuti, was also 
astonished. How could she live in that opulent palace? Kardama Muni could understand 
her astonishment, and thus he spoke as follows. 

SB 3.23.23 

TEXT 23 

fsi ^1 ^ II =*? II 

nimajjydsmin hrade bhlru 
vimdnam idam druha 
idarh sukla-krtarh tirtham 
dsisdrh ydpakarh nrndm 

SYNONYMS 
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nimajjya —after bathing; asmin —in this; hrade —in the lake; bhlru —O fearful one; 
vimdnam —airplane; idam —this; druha —ascend; idam —this; sukla-krtam —created by 
Lord Visnu; tirtham —sacred lake; dsisdm —the desires; ydpakam —bestowing; nrndm — 
of human beings. 


TRANSLATION 

My dear Devahuti, you look very much afraid. First bathe in Lake Bindu-sarovara, 
created by Lord Visnu Himself, which can grant all the desires of a human being, and 
then mount this airplane. 


PURPORT 

It is still the system to go to places of pilgrimage and take a bath in the water there. In 
Vrndavana the people take baths in the River Yamuna. In other places, such as Prayaga, 
they take baths in the River Ganges. The words tirtham dsisdrh ydpakam refer to the 
fulfillment of desires by bathing in a place of pilgrimage. Kardama Muni advised his 
good wife to bathe in Lake Bindu-sarovara so that she could revive the former beauty 
and luster of her body. 

SB 3.23.24 

TEXT 24 

^ II II 

sd tad bhartuh samdddya 
vacah kuvalayeksand 
sarajarh bibhratl vdso 
venl-bhutdms ca murdhajdn 

SYNONYMS 

sd —she; tat —then; bhartuh —of her husband; samdddya —accepting; vacah —the words; 
kuvalaya-lksand —the lotus-eyed; sa-rajam —dirty; bibhratl —wearing; vdsah —clothing; 
venl-bhutdn —matted; ca —and; murdha-jdn —hair. 

TRANSLATION 
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The lotus-eyed Devahuti accepted the order of her husband. Because of her dirty dress 
and the locks of matted hair on her head, she did not look very attractive. 

PURPORT 

It appears that Devahuti's hair had remained uncombed for many years and had become 
complicated in tangles. In other words, she neglected her bodily dress and comforts to 
engage in the service of her husband. 

SB 3.23.25 

TEXT 25 

W- II II 

arigarh ca mala-pankena 
sanchannarh sabala-stanam 
dvivesa sarasvatydh 
sarah siva-jaldsayam 

SYNONYMS 

angam —body; ca—and; mala-pankena —with dirt; sanchannam —covered; sabala — 
discolored; stanam —breasts; dvivesa —she entered; sarasvatydh —of the River Sarasvati; 
sarah —the lake; siva —sacred; jala —waters; dsayam —containing. 

TRANSLATION 

Her body was coated with a thick layer of dirt, and her breasts were discolored. She dove, 
however, into the lake, which contained the sacred waters of the Sarasvati. 

SB 3.23.26 

TEXT 26 

HRI: 57ft QiniPl 33 I 

II ?? II 

sdntah sarasi vesma-sthdh 
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satdni dasa kanyakdh 
sarvdh kisora-vayaso 
dadarsotpala-gandhayah 

SYNONYMS 

sd —she; antah —inside; sarasi —in the lake; vesma-sthdh —situated in a house; satdni 
dasa —ten hundred; kanyakdh —girls; sarvdh —all; kisora-vayasah —in the prime of 
youth; dadarsa —she saw; utpala —like lotuses; gandhayah —fragrant. 

TRANSLATION 

In a house inside the lake she saw one thousand girls, all in the prime of youth and 
fragrant like lotuses. 

SB 3.23.27 

TEXT 27 

^ ^[I XiaO'H: I 

^ II II 

tarn drstvd sahasotthdya 
procuh prdnjalayah striyah 
vayarh karma-karls tubhyarh 
sddhi nah karavdma kim 

SYNONYMS 

tdm —her; drstvd —seeing; sahasd —suddenly; utthdya —rising; procuh —they said; 
prdnjalayah —with folded hands; striyah —the damsels; vayam —we; karma-karlh — 
maidservants; tubhyam —for you; sddhi —please tell; nah —us; karavdma —we can do; 
kim —what. 


TRANSLATION 

Seeing her, the damsels suddenly rose and said with folded hands, "We are your 
maidservants. Tell us what we can do for you." 
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PURPORT 


While Devahuti was thinking of what to do in that great palace in her dirty clothes, 
there were at once, by the yogic powers of Kardama Muni, one thousand maidservants 
prepared to serve her. They appeared before Devahuti within the water and presented 
themselves as her maidservants, simply awaiting her orders. 

SB 3.23.28 

TEXT 28 

^ ^ II II 

sndnena tarn mahdrhena 
sndpayitvd manasvinim 
dukule nirmale nutne 
dadur asyai ca mdnaddh 

SYNONYMS 

sndnena —with bathing oils; tdm —her; mahd-arheria —very costly; sndpayitvd —after 
bathing; manasvinim —the virtuous wife; dukule —in fine cloth; nirmale —spotless; 
nutne —new; daduh —they gave; asyai —to her; ca—and; mdna-ddh —the respectful girls. 

TRANSLATION 

The girls, being very respectful to Devahuti, brought her forth, and after bathing her 
with valuable oils and ointments, they gave her fine, new, spotless cloth to cover her 
body. 

SB 3.23.29 

TEXT 29 

wKqift I 

'IR 4dl*idwV II II 

hhusaridni pardrdhydni 
varlydrhsi dyumanti ca 
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annarh sarva-gunopetarh 
pdnarh caivdmrtdsavam 


SYNONYMS 

hhusandni —ornaments; para-ardhydni —most valuable; varlydrhsi —very excellent; 
dyumanti —splendid; ca —and; annam —food; sarva-guna —all good qualities; upetam — 
containing; pdnam —beverages; ca —and; eva —also; amrta —sweet; dsavam — 
intoxicating. 


TRANSLATION 

They then decorated her with very excellent and valuable jewels, which shone brightly. 
Next they offered her food containing all good qualities, and a sweet, inebriating drink 
called asavam. 


PURPORT 

Asavam is an Ayur-vedic medical preparation; it is not a liquor. It is especially made 
from drugs and is meant to improve metabolism for the healthy condition of the body. 

SB 3.23.30 

TEXT 30 

WHHH' I 

II II 

athddarse svam dtmdnarh 
sragvinarh virajdmbaram 
virajarh krta-svastyayanarh 
kanydbhir bahu-mdnitam 

SYNONYMS 

atha —then; ddarse —in a mirror; svam dtmdnam —her own reflection; srak-vinam — 
adorned with a garland; viraja —unsullied; ambaram —robes; virajam —freed from all 
bodily dirt; krta-svasti-ayanam —decorated with auspicious marks; kanydbhih —by the 
maids; bahu-mdnitam —very respectfully served. 
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TRANSLATION 


Then in a mirror she beheld her own reflection. Her body was completely freed from all 
dirt, and she was adorned with a garland. Dressed in unsullied robes and decorated with 
auspicious marks of tilaka, she was served very respectfully by the maids. 

SB 3.23.31 

TEXT 31 

ci^f^R II 9 ? II 

sndtarh krta-sirah-sndnam 
sarvdbharana-bhusitam 
niska-grlvarh valayinarh 
kujat-kdncana-nupuram 

SYNONYMS 

sndtam —bathed; krta-sirah —including the head; sndnam —bathing; sarva —all over; 
dbharana —with ornaments; bhusitam —decorated; niska —a gold necklace with a locket; 
grivam —on the neck; valayinam —with bangles; kujat —tinkling; kdncana —made of 
gold; nupuram —ankle bells. 


TRANSLATION 

Her entire body, including her head, was completely bathed, and she was decorated all 
over with ornaments. She wore a special necklace with a locket. There were bangles on 
her wrists and tinkling anklets of gold about her ankles. 

PURPORT 

The word krta-sirah-sndnam appears here. According to the smrti-sdstra's directions for 
daily duties, ladies are allowed to bathe daily up to the neck. The hair on the head does 
not necessarily have to be washed daily because the mass of wet hair may cause a cold. 
For ladies, therefore, taking a bath up to the neck is ordinarily prescribed, and they take 
a full bath only on certain occasions. On this occasion Devahuti took a full bath and 
washed her hair very nicely. When a lady takes an ordinary bath it is called mala-sndna, 
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and when she takes a full bath, including the head, it is called sirah-sndna. At this time 
she needs sufficient oil to smear on her head. That is the direction of the commentators 
of smrti-sdstra. 

SB 3.23.32 

TEXT 32 

+10^1 i 

^ ^ II ?? II 

sronyor adhyastayd kdncyd 
kdncanyd bahu-ratnayd 
hdrena ca mahdrhena 
rucakena ca bhusitam 

SYNONYMS 

sronyoh —on the hips; adhyastayd —worn; kdncyd —with a girdle; kdncanyd —made of 
gold; bahu-ratnayd —decorated with numerous jewels; hdrena —with a pearl necklace; 
ca —and; mahd-arhena —precious; rucakena —with auspicious substances; ca —and; 
bhusitam —adorned. 


TRANSLATION 

About her hips she wore a girdle of gold, set with numerous jewels, and she was further 
adorned with a precious pearl necklace and auspicious substances. 

PURPORT 

Auspicious substances include saffron, kunkuma and sandalwood pulp. Before taking a 
bath there are other auspicious substances, such as turmeric mixed with mustard seed 
oil, which are smeared all over the body. All kinds of auspicious substances were used to 
bathe Devahuti from top to toe. 

SB 3.23.33 

TEXT 33 
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II ?? II 


sudata subhruvd slaksna- 
snigdhapangena caksusd 
padma-kosa-sprdhd nllair 
alakais ca lasan-mukham 

SYNONYMS 

su-datd —with beautiful teeth; su-bhruvd —with charming eyebrows; slaksna —lovely; 
snigdha —moist; apdfigena —corners of eyes; caksusd —with eyes; padma-kosa —lotus 
buds; sprdhd —defeating; nilaih —bluish; alakaih —with curling hair; ca—and; lasat — 
shining; mukham —countenance. 


TRANSLATION 

Her countenance shone, with beautiful teeth and charming eyebrows. Her eyes, 
distinguished by lovely moist corners, defeated the beauty of lotus buds. Her face was 
surrounded by dark curling tresses. 


PURPORT 

According to Vedic culture, white teeth are very much appreciated. Devahuti's white 
teeth increased the beauty of her face and made it look like a lotus flower. When a face 
looks very attractive, the eyes are generally compared to lotus petals and the face to a 
lotus flower. 


SB 3.23.34 

TEXT 34 

tIFTR WPj4>li qfrPtl 
^ H JIW#: II II 

yadd sasmdra rsabham 
rslndrh dayitarh patim 
tatra cdste saha stribhir 
yatrdste sa prajdpatih 
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SYNONYMS 


yadd —when; sasmdra —she thought of; rsahham —the foremost; rsindm —among the 
rsis; dayitam —dear; patim —husband; tatra —there; ca —and; dste —she was present; 
saha —along with; stribhih —the maidservants; yatra —where; dste —was present; sah — 
he; prajdpatih —the Prajapati (Kardama). 

TRANSLATION 

When she thought of her great husband, the best of the sages, Kardama Muni, who was 
very dear to her, she, along with all the maidservants, at once appeared where he was. 

PURPORT 

It appears from this verse that in the beginning Devahuti thought herself to be dirty and 
dressed in a very niggardly way. When her husband asked her to enter the lake, she saw 
the maidservants, and they took care of her. Everything was done within the water, and 
as soon as she thought of her beloved husband, Kardama, she was brought before him 
without delay. These are some of the powers attained by perfect yogis; they can 
immediately execute anything they desire. 

SB 3.23.35 

TEXT 35 

II II 

hhartuh purastdd dtmdnarh 
strl-sahasra-vrtam tadd 
nisdmya tad-yoga-gatirh 
sarhsayarh pratyapadyata 

SYNONYMS 

bhartuh —of her husband; purastdt —in the presence; dtmdnam —herself; strl-sahasra — 
by a thousand maids; vrtam —surrounded; tadd —then; nisdmya —seeing; tat —his; yoga- 
gatim —yogic power; sarhsayam pratyapadyata —she was amazed. 
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TRANSLATION 


She was amazed to find herself surrounded by a thousand maids in the presence of her 
husband and to witness his yogic power. 

PURPORT 

Devahuti saw everything miraculously done, yet when brought before her husband she 
could understand that it was all due to his great yogic mystic power. She understood that 
nothing was impossible for a yogi like Kardama Muni. 

SB 3.23.36, SB 3.23.37, SB 3 . 2336-31 

TEXTS 36-37 

II II 

sa tarn krta-mala-sndndrh 
vibhrdjantlm apurvavat 
dtmano bibhratirn ruparh 
sarhvlta-rucira-stanlm 

vidyddharl-sahasrena 
sevyamdndrfi suvdsasam 
jdta-bhdvo vimdnarh tad 
drohayad amitra-han 

SYNONYMS 

sah —the sage; tdm —her (Devahuti); krta-mala-sndndm —bathed clean; vibhrdjantlm — 
shining forth; apurva-vat —unprecedentedly; dtmanah —her own; bibhratirn —possessing; 
rupam —beauty; sarhvlta —girded; rucira —charming; stanlm —with breasts; vidyddharl — 
of Gandharva girls; sahasrena —by a thousand; sevyamdndm —being waited upon; su¬ 
vdsasam —dressed in excellent robes; jdta-bhdvah —struck with fondness; vimdnam — 
airplane like a mansion; tat —that; drohayat —he put her on board; amitra-han —O 
destroyer of the enemy. 
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TRANSLATION 


The sage could see that Devahuti had washed herself clean and was shining forth as 
though no longer his former wife. She had regained her own original beauty as the 
daughter of a prince. Dressed in excellent robes, her charming breasts duly girded, she 
was waited upon by a thousand Gandharva girls. O destroyer of the enemy, his fondness 
for her grew, and he placed her on the aerial mansion. 

PURPORT 

Before her marriage, when Devahuti was brought by her parents before the sage 
Kardama, she was the perfectly beautiful princess, and Kardama Muni remembered her 
former beauty. But after her marriage, when she was engaged in the service of Kardama 
Muni, she neglected to care for her body like a princess, since there was no means for 
such care; her husband was living in a cottage, and since she was always engaged in 
serving him, her royal beauty disappeared, and she became just like an ordinary 
maidservant. Now, after being bathed by the Gandharva girls by the order of Kardama 
Muni's yogic power, she regained her beauty, and Kardama Muni felt attracted to the 
beauty she had shown before the marriage. The real beauty of a young woman is her 
breasts. When Kardama Muni saw the breasts of his wife so nicely decorated, increasing 
her beauty many times, he was attracted, even though he was a great sage. Sripada 
Sahkaracarya has therefore warned the transcendentalists that one who is after 
transcendental realization should not be attracted by the raised breasts of a woman 
because they are nothing but an interaction of fat and blood within the body. 

SB 3.23.38 

TEXT 38 

II II 

tasminn alupta-mahimd priyaydnumkto 
vidyddharlbhir upaclrna-vapur vimdne 
babhrdja utkaca-kumud-ganavdn aplcyas 
tdrdbhir dvrta ivodu-patir nabhah-sthah 
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SYNONYMS 


tasmin —in that; alupta —not lost; mahimd —glory; priyayd —with his beloved consort; 
anuraktah —attached; vidyddharibhih —by the Gandharva girls; upacirna —waited upon; 
vapuh —his person; vimdne —on the airplane; babhrdja —he shone; utkaca —open; 
kumut-ganavdn —the moon, which is followed by rows of lilies; aplcyah —very charming; 
tdrdbhih —by stars; dvrtah —surrounded; iva —as; udu-patih —the moon (the chief of the 
stars); nabhah-sthah —in the sky. 


TRANSLATION 

Though seemingly attached to his beloved consort while served by the Gandharva girls, 
the sage did not lose his glory, which was mastery over his self. In the aerial mansion 
Kardama Muni with his consort shone as charmingly as the moon in the midst of the stars 
in the sky, which causes rows of lilies to open in ponds at night. 

PURPORT 

The mansion was in the sky, and therefore the comparison to the full moon and stars is 
very beautifully composed in this verse. Kardama Muni looked like the full moon, and 
the girls who surrounded his wife, Devahuti, seemed just like the stars. On a full-moon 
night the stars and the moon together form a beautiful constellation; similarly, in that 
aerial mansion in the sky, Kardama Muni with his beautiful wife and the damsels 
surrounding them appeared like the moon and stars on a full-moon night. 

SB 3.23.39 

TEXT 39 

^ II II 

tendsta-lokapa-vihdra-kuldcalendra- 
dronisv ananga-sakha-mdruta-saubhagdsu 
siddhair nuto dyudhuni-pdta-siva-svandsu 
reme cirarh dhanadaval-laland-varuthl 
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SYNONYMS 


tena —by that airplane; asta-loka-pa —of the predominating deities of the eight heavenly 
planets; vihdra —the pleasure grounds; kula-acala-indra —of the king of the mountains 
(Meru); dronisu —in the valleys; ananga —of passion; sakha —the companions; mdruta — 
with breezes; saubhagdsu —beautiful; siddhaih —by the Siddhas; nutah —being praised; 
dyu-dhuni —of the Ganges; pdta —of the downfall; siva-svandsu —vibrating with 
auspicious sounds; reme—he enjoyed; dram —for a long time; dhanada-vat —like 
Kuvera; laland —by damsels; varuthl —surrounded. 

TRANSLATION 

In that aerial mansion he traveled to the pleasure valleys of Mount Meru, which were 
rendered all the more beautiful by cool, gentle, fragrant breezes that stimulated passion. 

In these valleys, the treasurer of the gods, Kuvera, surrounded by beautiful women and 
praised by the Siddhas, generally enjoys pleasure. Kardama Muni also, surrounded by the 
beautiful damsels and his wife, went there and enjoyed for many, many years. 

PURPORT 

Kuvera is one of the eight demigods who are in charge of different directions of the 
universe. It is said that Indra is in charge of the eastern side of the universe, where the 
heavenly planet, or paradise, is situated. Similarly, Agni is in charge of the southeastern 
portion of the universe; Yama, the demigod who punishes sinners, is in charge of the 
southern portion; Nirrti is in charge of the southwestern part of the universe; Varuna, 
the demigod in charge of the waters, is in charge of the western portion; Vayu, who 
controls the air and who has wings to travel in the air, is in charge of the northwestern 
part of the universe; and Kuvera, the treasurer of the demigods, is in charge of the 
northern part of the universe. All these demigods take pleasure in the valleys of Mount 
Meru, which is situated somewhere between the sun and the earth. In the aerial 
mansion, Kardama Muni traveled throughout the eight directions controlled by the 
different demigods described above, and as the demigods go to Mount Meru, he also 
went there to enjoy life. When one is surrounded by young, beautiful girls, sex 
stimulation naturally becomes prominent. Kardama Muni was sexually stimulated, and 
he enjoyed his wife for many, many years in that part of Mount Meru. But his sex 
indulgence was praised by many, many Siddhas, beings who have attained perfection, 
because it was intended to produce good progeny for the good of universal affairs. 
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TEXT 40 


SB 3.23.40 


iTR^ 'g H ^ ?mi 5r^; ii 8° ii 

vaisrambhake surasane 
nandane puspabhadrake 
mdnase caitrarathye ca 
sa reme rdmayd ratah 

SYNONYMS 

vaisrambhake —in the Vaisrambhaka garden; surasane —in Surasana; nandane —in 
Nandana; puspabhadrake —in Puspabhadraka; mdnase —by the Manasa-sarovara Lake; 
caitrarathye —in Caitrarathya; ca —and; sah —he; reme—enjoyed; rdmayd —by his wife; 
ratah —satisfied. 


TRANSLATION 

Satisfied by his wife, he enjoyed in that aerial mansion not only on Mount Meru but in 
different gardens known as Vaisrambhaka, Surasana, Nandana, Puspabhadraka and 
Caitrarathya, and by the Manasa-sarovara Lake. 

SB 3.23.41 

TEXT 41 

I 

II a? ii 

bhrdjisnund vimdnena 
kdma-gena mahlyasd 
vaimdnikdn atyaseta 
carol lokdn yathdnilah 

SYNONYMS 

bhrdjisnund —splendid; vimdnena —with the airplane; kdma-gena —which flew 
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according to his desire; mahlyasd —very great; vaimdnikdn —the demigods in their 
airplanes; atyaseta —he surpassed; caran —traveling; lokdn —through the planets; 
yathd —like; anilah —the air. 


TRANSLATION 

He traveled in that way through the various planets, as the air passes uncontrolled in 
every direction. Coursing through the air in that great and splendid aerial mansion, which 
could fly at his will, he surpassed even the demigods. 

PURPORT 

The planets occupied by the demigods are restricted to their own orbits, but Kardama 
Muni, by his yogic power, could travel all over the different directions of the universe 
without restriction. The living entities who are within the universe are called 
conditioned souls; that is, they are not free to move everywhere. We are inhabitants of 
this earthly globe; we cannot move freely to other planets. In the modern age, man is 
trying to go to other planets, but so far he has been unsuccessful. It is not possible to 
travel to any other planets because by the laws of nature even the demigods cannot 
move from one planet to another. But Kardama Muni, by his yogic power, could surpass 
the strength of the demigods and travel in space in all directions. The comparison here 
is very suitable. The words yathd anilah indicate that as the air is free to move anywhere 
without restriction, so Kardama Muni unrestrictedly traveled in all directions of the 
universe. 


SB 3.23.42 

TEXT 42 

II II 

kirn durdpddanarh tesdrh 
purhsdm udddma-cetasdm 
yair dsritas tlrtha-padas 
carano vyasandtyayah 

SYNONYMS 
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him —what; durapadanam —difficult to achieve; tesdm —for those; purhsdm —men; 
udddma-cetasdm —who are determined; yaih —by whom; dsritah —taken refuge; tirtha- 
padah —of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; caranah —feet; vyasana-atyayah — 
which vanquish dangers. 


TRANSLATION 

What is difficult to achieve for determined men who have taken refuge of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead’s lotus feet? His feet are the source of sacred rivers like the 
Ganges, which put an end to the dangers of mundane life. 

PURPORT 

The words yair dsritas tirtha-padas caranah are significant here. The Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is known as tlrtha-pdda. The Ganges is called a sacred river 
because it emanates from the toe of Visnu. The Ganges is meant to eradicate all the 
material distresses of the conditioned souls. For any living entity, therefore, who has 
taken shelter of the holy lotus feet of the Lord, nothing is impossible. Kardama Muni is 
special not because he was a great mystic, but because he was a great devotee. Therefore 
it is said here that for a great devotee like Kardama Muni, nothing is impossible. 
Although yogis can perform wonderful feats, as Kardama has already displayed, Kardama 
was more than a yogi because he was a great devotee of the Lord; therefore he was more 
glorious than an ordinary yogi. As it is confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd, "Out of the many 
yogis, he who is a devotee of the Lord is first class." For a person like Kardama Muni 
there is no question of being conditioned; he was already a liberated soul and better 
than the demigods, who are also conditioned. Although he was enjoying with his wife 
and many other women, he was above material, conditional life. Therefore the word 
vyasandtyayah is used to indicate that he was beyond the position of a conditioned soul. 
He was transcendental to all material limitations. 

SB 3.23.43 

TEXT 43 

^ I 

ii a? ii 

preksayitvd bhuvo golarh 
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patnyai ydvdn sva-sarhsthayd 
bahv-dscaryarh mahd-yogl 
svdhamdya nyavartata 

SYNONYMS 

preksayitvd —after showing; hhuvah —of the universe; golam —the globe; patnyai —to his 
wife; ydvdn —as much; sva-sarhsthayd —with its arrangements; bahu-dscaryam —full of 
many wonders; mahd-yogl —the great yogi (Kardama); sva-dsramdya —to his own 
hermitage; nyavartata —returned. 


TRANSLATION 

After showing his wife the globe of the universe and its different arrangements, full of 
many wonders, the great yogi Kardama Muni returned to his own hermitage. 

PURPORT 

All the planets are here described as gola, round. Every planet is round, and each planet 
is a different shelter, just like islands in the great ocean. Planets are sometimes called 
dvipa or varsa. This earth planet is called Bharata-varsa because it was ruled by King 
Bharata. Another significant word used in this verse is bahv-dscaryam, "many wonderful 
things." This indicates that the different planets are distributed all over the universe in 
the eight directions, and each and every one of them is wonderful in itself. Each planet 
has its particular climatic influences and particular types of inhabitants and is 
completely equipped with everything, including the beauty of the seasons. In the 
Brahma-sarnhitd (5.40) it is similarly stated, vibhuti-bhinnam: on each and every planet 
there are different opulences. It cannot be expected that one planet is exactly like 
another. By God's grace, by nature's law, each and every planet is made differently and 
has different wonderful features. All such wonders were personally experienced by 
Kardama Muni while he traveled with his wife, yet he could return again to his humble 
hermitage. He showed his princess-wife that although he was living in the hermitage, he 
had the power to go everywhere and do anything by mystic yoga. That is the perfection 
of yoga. One cannot become a perfect yogi simply by showing some sitting postures, nor 
by such sitting postures or so-called meditation can one become God, as is being 
advertised. Foolish persons are misled into believing that simply by some caricature of 
meditation and sitting postures one can become God within six months. 
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Here is the example of a perfect yogi; he could travel all over the universe. Similarly, 
there is a description of Durvasa Muni, who also traveled in space. Actually, the perfect 
yogi can do that. But even if one can travel all over the universe and show wonderful 
feats like Kardama Muni, he cannot be compared to the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, whose power and inconceivable energy can never be attained by any 
conditioned or liberated soul. By the actions of Kardama Muni we can understand that 
in spite of his immense mystic power, he remained a devotee of the Lord. That is the 
real position of every living entity. 

SB 3.23.44 

TEXT 44 

TM 88 II 

vibhajya navadhatmanam 
mdnavlrh suratotsukdm 
rdmdrfi niramayan reme 
varsa-pugdn muhurtavat 

SYNONYMS 

vibhajya —having divided; nava-dhd —into nine; dtmdnam —himself; mdnavlm —the 
daughter of Manu (Devahuti); surata —for sex life; utsukdm —who was eager; rdmdm — 
to his wife; niramayan —giving pleasure; reme—he enjoyed; varsa-pugdn —for many 
years; muhurtavat —like a moment. 


TRANSLATION 

After coming back to his hermitage, he divided himself into nine personalities just to give 
pleasure to Devahuti, the daughter of Manu, who was eager for sex life. In that way he 
enjoyed with her for many, many years, which passed just like a moment. 

PURPORT 

Here the daughter of Svayambhuva Manu, Devahuti, is described as suratotsuka. After 
traveling with her husband all over the universe, in Mount Meru and the beautiful 
gardens of the heavenly kingdoms, she naturally became sexually stimulated, and in 
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order to satisfy her sexual desire, Kardama Muni expanded himself into nine forms. 
Instead of one, he became nine, and nine persons had sexual intercourse with Devahuti 
for many, many years. It is understood that the sexual appetite of a woman is nine times 
greater than that of a man. That is clearly indicated here. Otherwise, Kardama Muni 
would have had no reason to expand himself into nine. Here is another example of yogic 
power. As the Supreme Personality of Godhead can expand Himself in millions of 
forms, a yogi can also expand up to nine forms, but not more than that. Another 
example is that of Saubhari Muni; he also expanded himself into eight forms. But 
however powerful a yogi may be, he cannot expand himself into more than eight or nine 
forms. The Supreme Personality of Godhead, however, can expand Himself into millions 
of forms, ananta-rupa —innumerable, countless forms—as stated in the Brahma-samhitd. 
No one can compare to the Supreme Personality of Godhead by any conceivable 
energetic manifestation of power. 


SB 3.23.45 

TEXT 45 


TT ^ II 8^ II 


tasmin vimdna utkrstdrh 
sayydrh rati-karirh srita 
na cdbudhyata tarn kdlarh 
patydplcyena sangatd 


SYNONYMS 

tasmin —in that; vimdne —airplane; utkrstdm —excellent; sayydm —a bed; rati-karim — 
increasing sexual desires; srita—situated on; na —not; ca —and; abudhyata —she 
noticed; tarn —that; kdlam —time; patyd —with her husband; apicyena —most handsome; 
sangatd —in company. 


TRANSLATION 

In that aerial mansion, Devahuti, in the company of her handsome husband, situated on 
an excellent bed that increased sexual desires, could not realize how much time was 
passing. 
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PURPORT 


Sex indulgence is so enjoyable for materialistic people that when they engage in such 
activities they forget how time is passing. Saint Kardama and Devahuti, in their sex 
indulgence, also forgot how time was passing by. 

SB 3.23.46 

TEXT 46 

^ TO: II II 

evam yogdnubhdvena 
dam-patyo ramamdnayoh 
satarh vyatlyuh saradah 
kdma-ldlasayor mandk 

SYNONYMS 

evam —thus; yoga-anubhdvena —by yogic powers; dam-patyoh —the couple; 
ramamdnayoh —while enjoying themselves; satam —a hundred; vyatiyuh —passed; 
saradah —autumns; kdma —sexual pleasure; Idlasayoh —who were eagerly longing for; 
mandk —like a short time. 


TRANSLATION 

While the couple, who eagerly longed for sexual pleasure, were thus enjoying themselves 
by virtue of mystic powers, a hundred autumns passed like a brief span of time. 

SB 3.23.47 

TEXT 47 

%ji ftvra ii ava ii 

tasydm ddhatta retas tdrfi 
bhdvayann dtmandtma-vit 
nodhd vidhdya ruparh svarh 
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sarva-sankalpa-vid vibhuh 


SYNONYMS 

tasydm —in her; adhatta —he deposited; retah —semen; tdm —her; bhdvayan —regarding; 
dtmand —as half of himself; dtma-vit —a knower of spirit soul; nodhd —into nine; 
vidhdya —having divided; rupam —body; svam —his own; sarva-sankalpa-vit —the 
knower of all desires; vibhuh —the powerful Kardama. 

TRANSLATION 

The powerful Kardama Muni was the knower of everyone’s heart, and he could grant 
whatever one desired. Knowing the spiritual soul, he regarded her as half of his body. 
Dividing himself into nine forms, he impregnated Devahuti with nine discharges of 
semen. 


PURPORT 

Since Kardama Muni could understand that Devahuti wanted many children, at the 
first chance he begot nine children at one time. He is described here as vibhu, the most 
powerful master. By his yogic power he could at once produce nine daughters in the 
womb of Devahuti. 


SB 3.23.48 

TEXT 48 

3B: HI ITSII: I 

II II 

atah sd susuve sadyo 
devahutih striyah prajdh 
sarvds tds cdru-sarvdngyo 
lohitotpala-gandhayah 

SYNONYMS 

atah —then; sd —she; susuve —gave birth; sadyah —on the same day; devahutih — 
Devahuti; striyah —females; prajdh —progeny; sarvdh —all; tdh —they; cdru-sarva- 
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angyah —charming in every limb; lohita —red; utpala —like the lotus; gandhayah — 
fragrant. 


TRANSLATION 

Immediately afterward, on the same day, Devahuti gave birth to nine female children, all 
charming in every limb and fragrant with the scent of the red lotus flower. 


PURPORT 


Devahuti was too sexually excited, and therefore she discharged more ova, and nine 
daughters were born. It is said in the smrti-sdstra as well as in the Ayur-veda that when 
the discharge of the male is greater, male children are begotten, but when the discharge 
of the female is greater, female children are begotten. It appears from the circumstances 
that Devahuti was more sexually excited, and therefore she had nine daughters at once. 
All the daughters, however, were very beautiful, and their bodies were nicely formed; 
each resembled a lotus flower and was fragrant like a lotus. 


SB 3.23.49 

TEXT 49 


TOHRI II II 


patirh sd pravrajisyantarh 
taddlaksyosatl bahih 
smayamdnd viklavena 
hrdayena viduyatd 


SYNONYMS 

patim —her husband; sd —she; pravrajisyantam —going to leave home; tadd —then; 
dlaksya —after seeing; usatl —beautiful; bahih —outwardly; smayamdnd —smiling; 
viklavena —agitated; hrdayena —with a heart; viduyatd —being distressed. 

TRANSLATION 

When she saw her husband about to leave home, she smiled externally, but at heart she 
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was agitated and distressed. 


PURPORT 

Kardama Muni finished his household affairs quickly by his mystic power. The building 
of the castle in the air, traveling all over the universe with his wife in the company of 
beautiful girls, and begetting of children were finished, and now, according to his 
promise to leave home for his real concern of spiritual realization after impregnating his 
wife, he was about to go away. Seeing her husband about to leave, Devahuti was very 
disturbed, but to satisfy her husband she was smiling. The example of Kardama Muni 
should be understood very clearly; a person whose main concern is Krsna consciousness, 
even if he is entrapped in household life, should always be ready to leave household 
enticement as soon as possible. 

SB 3.23.50 

TEXT 50 

3^ ^ gt: II Ko II 

likhanty adho-mukhl bhumim 
padd nakha-mani-sriyd 
uvdca lalitdrh vdcarh 
nirudhyasru-kalarii sanaih 

SYNONYMS 

likhantl —scratching; adhah-mukhl —her head bent down; bhumim —the ground; padd — 
with her foot; nakha —nails; mani —gemlike; sriyd —with radiant; uvdca —she spoke; 
lalitdm —charming; vdcam —accents; nirudhya —suppressing; asru-kaldm —tears; 
sanaih —slowly. 


TRANSLATION 

She stood and scratched the ground with her foot, which was radiant with the luster of 
her gemlike nails. Her head bent down, she spoke in slow yet charming accents, 
suppressing her tears. 
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PURPORT 


Devahuti was so beautiful that her toenails appeared just like pearls, and as she 
scratched the ground it appeared as if pearls had been thrown on the ground. When a 
woman scratches the ground with her foot, it is a sign that her mind is very disturbed. 
These signs were sometimes exhibited by the gopis before Krsna. When the gopis came in 
the dead of night and Krsna asked them to return to their homes, the gopis also 
scratched the ground like this because their minds were very disturbed. 

SB 3.23.51 

TEXT 51 

312# ^ awn sm ii ii 

devahutir uvdca 
sarvarh tad bhagavdn mahyam 
upovdha pratisrutam 
athdpi me prapanndyd 
abhayarh ddtum arhasi 

SYNONYMS 

devahutih —Devahuti; uvdca —said; sarvam —all; tat —that; bhagavdn —Your Lordship; 
mahyam —for me; upovdha —has been fulfilled; pratisrutam —promised; atha api —yet; 
me —unto me; prapanndyai —unto one who has surrendered; abhayam —fearlessness; 
ddtum —to give; arhasi —you deserve. 

TRANSLATION 

Sri Devahuti said: My lord, you have fulfilled all the promises you gave me, yet because I 
am your surrendered soul, you should give me fearlessness too. 

PURPORT 

Devahuti requested her husband to grant her something without fear. As a wife, she was 
a fully surrendered soul to her husband, and it is the responsibility of the husband to 
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give his wife fearlessness. How one awards fearlessness to his subordinate is mentioned 
in the Fifth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam. One who cannot get free from the clutches of 
death is dependent, and he should not become a spiritual master, nor a husband, nor a 
kinsman, nor a father, nor a mother, etc. It is the duty of the superior to give fearlessness 
to the subordinate. To take charge of someone, therefore, either as father, mother, 
spiritual master, relative or husband, one must accept the responsibility to give his ward 
freedom from the fearful situation of material existence. Material existence is always 
fearful and full of anxiety. Devahuti is saying, "You have given me all sorts of material 
comforts by your yogic power, and since you are now prepared to go away, you must give 
me your last award so that I may get free from this material, conditional life." 

SB 3.23.52 

TEXT 52 

'ItR: To I 

^ ^11 II 

brahman duhitrbhis tubhyarh 
vimrgydh patayah samdh 
kascit sydn me visokdya 
tvayi pravrajite vanam 

SYNONYMS 

brahman —my dear brdhmana; duhitrbhih —by the daughters themselves; tubhyam —for 
you; vimrgydh —to be found out; patayah —husbands; samdh —suitable; kascit —someone; 
sydt —there should be; me —my; visokdya —for solace; tvayi —when you; pravrajite — 
departed; vanam —to the forest. 


TRANSLATION 

My dear brahmana, as far as your daughters are concerned, they will find their own 
suitable husbands and go away to their respective homes. But who will give me solace 
after your departure as a sannyasi? 


PURPORT 


It is said that the father himself becomes the son in another form. The father and son 
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are therefore considered to be nondifferent. A widow who has her son is actually not a 
widow, because she has the representative of her husband. Similarly, Devahuti is 
indirectly asking Kardama Muni to leave a representative so that in his absence she 
might be relieved of her anxieties by a suitable son. A householder is not expected to 
remain at home for all his days. After getting his sons and daughters married, a 
householder can retire from household life, leaving his wife in the charge of the grown¬ 
up sons. That is the social convention of the Vedic system. Devahuti is indirectly asking 
that in his absence from home there be at least one male child to give her relief from her 
anxieties. This relief means spiritual instruction. Relief does not mean material 
comforts. Material comforts will end with the end of the body, but spiritual instruction 
will not end; it will go on with the spirit soul. Instruction in spiritual advancement is 
necessary, but without having a worthy son, how could Devahuti advance in spiritual 
knowledge? It is the duty of the husband to liquidate his debt to his wife. The wife gives 
her sincere service to the husband, and he becomes indebted to her because one cannot 
accept service from his subordinate without giving him something in exchange. The 
spiritual master cannot accept service from a disciple without awarding him spiritual 
instruction. That is the reciprocation of love and duty. Thus Devahuti reminds her 
husband, Kardama Muni, that she has rendered him faithful service. Even considering 
the situation on the basis of liquidating his debt toward his wife, he must give a male 
child before he leaves. Indirectly, Devahuti requests her husband to remain at home a 
few days more, or at least until a male child is born. 

SB 3.23.53 

TEXT 53 

MRri|Tbq<HH: II II 

etdvatdlarh kdlena 
vyatikrdntena me prabho 
indriydrtha-pmsangena 
parityakta-pardtmanah 

SYNONYMS 

etdvatd —so much; alam —for nothing; kdlena —time; vyatikrdntena —passed by; me— 
my; prabho —O my lord; indriya-artha —sense gratification; prasafigena —in the matter 
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of indulging; parityakta —disregarding; para-atmanah —knowledge of the Supreme Lord. 

TRANSLATION 

Until now we have simply wasted so much of our time in sense gratification, neglecting to 
cultivate knowledge of the Supreme Lord. 

PURPORT 

Human life is not meant to be wasted, like that of the animals, in sense gratificatory 
activities. Animals always engage in sense gratification-eating, sleeping, fearing and 
mating—but that is not the engagement of the human being, although, because of the 
material body, there is need of sense gratification according to a regulative principle. So, 
in effect, Devahuti said to her husband: "So far we have these daughters, and we have 
enjoyed material life in the aerial mansion, traveling all over the universe. These boons 
have come by your grace, but they have all been for sense gratification. Now there must 
be something for my spiritual advancement." 

SB 3.23.54 

TEXT 54 

srarrai ^ ii ii 

indriyarthesu sajjantyd 
prasangas tvayi me krtah 
ajdnantyd pararh bhdvarh 
tathdpy astv abhaydya me 

SYNONYMS 

indriya-arthesu —to sense gratification; sajjantyd —being attached; prasangah —affinity; 
tvayi —for you; me —by me; krtah —was done; ajdnantyd —not knowing; param 
bhdvam —your transcendent situation; tathd api —nonetheless; astu —let it be; 
abhaydya —for fearlessness; me—my. 

TRANSLATION 
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Not knowing your transcendental situation, I have loved you while remaining attached to 
the objects of the senses. Nonetheless, let the affinity I have developed for you rid me of 
all fear. 


PURPORT 

Devahuti is lamenting her position. As a woman, she had to love someone. Somehow or 
other, she came to love Kardama Muni, but without knowing of his spiritual 
advancement. Kardama Muni could understand Devahuti's heart; generally all women 
desire material enjoyment. They are called less intelligent because they are mostly prone 
to material enjoyment. Devahuti laments because her husband had given her the best 
kind of material enjoyment, but she did not know that he was so advanced in spiritual 
realization. Her plea was that even though she did not know the glories of her great 
husband, because she had taken shelter of him she must be delivered from material 
entanglement. Association with a great personality is most important. In Caitanya- 
caritdmrta Lord Caitanya says that sadhu-sanga ICc. Madhya 22.83], the association of a 
great saintly person, is very important, because even if one is not advanced in 
knowledge, simply by association with a great saintly person one can immediately make 
considerable advancement in spiritual life. As a woman, as an ordinary wife, Devahuti 
became attached to Kardama Muni in order to satisfy her sense enjoyment and other 
material necessities, but actually she associated with a great personality. Now she 
understood this, and she wanted to utilize the advantage of the association of her great 
husband. 


TEXT 55 

H qg ii ii 

sango yah sarhsrter hetur 
asatsu vihito 'dhiya 
sa eva sadhusu krto 
nihsangatvdya kalpate 

SYNONYMS 


SB 3.23.55 
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sangah —association; yah —which; samsrteh —of the cycle of birth and death; hetuh —the 
cause; asatsu —with those engaged in sense gratification; vihitah —done; adhiya — 
through ignorance; sah —the same thing; eva —certainly; sadhusu —with saintly persons; 
krtah —performed; nihsafigatvdya —to liberation; kalpate —leads. 

TRANSLATION 

Association for sense gratification is certainly the path of bondage. But the same type of 
association, performed with a saintly person, leads to the path of liberation, even if 
performed without knowledge. 


PURPORT 

The association of a saintly person in any way bears the same result. For example, Lord 
Krsna met many kinds of living entities, and some treated Him as an enemy, and some 
treated Him as an agent for sense gratification. It is generally said that the gopls were 
attached to Krsna for sense attractions, and yet they became first-class devotees of the 

A 

Lord. Karhsa, Sisupala, Dantavakra and other demons, however, were related to Krsna as 
enemies. But whether they associated with Krsna as enemies or for sense gratification, 
out of fear or as pure devotees, they all got liberation. That is the result of association 
with the Lord. Even if one does not understand who He is, the results have the same 
efficacy. Association with a great saintly person also results in liberation, just as whether 
one goes toward fire knowingly or unknowingly, the fire will make one warm. Devahuti 
expressed her gratefulness, for although she wanted to associate with Kardama Muni 
only for sense gratification, because he was spiritually great she was sure to be liberated 
by his benediction. 

SB 3.23.56 

TEXT 56 

% teTR I 

^ fl II 'JA II 

neha yat karma dharmaya 
na virdgdya kalpate 
na tirtha-pada-sevdyai 
jivann api mrto hi sah 
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SYNONYMS 


na —not; iha —here; yat —which; karma —work; dharmaya —for perfection of religious 
life; na —not; virdgdya —for detachment; kalpate —leads; na —not; tlrtha-pada —of the 
Lord's lotus feet; sevdyai —to devotional service; jlvan —living; api —although; mrtah — 
dead; hi —indeed; sah —he. 


TRANSLATION 

Anyone whose work is not meant to elevate him to religious life, anyone whose religious 
ritualistic performances do not raise him to renunciation, and anyone situated in 
renunciation that does not lead him to devotional service to the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, must be considered dead, although he is breathing. 

PURPORT 

Devahuti's statement is that since she was attached to living with her husband for sense 
gratification, which does not lead to liberation from material entanglement, her life was 
simply a waste of time. Any work one performs that does not lead to the state of 
religious life is useless activity. Everyone is by nature inclined to some sort of work, and 
when that work leads one to religious life and religious life leads one to renunciation 
and renunciation leads one to devotional service, one attains the perfection of work. As 
stated in Bhagavad-gitd, any work that does not lead ultimately to the standard of 
devotional service is a cause of bondage in the material world. Yajndrthdt karmano 
'nyatra loko 'yarn karma-bandhanah iBg. 3.91). Unless one is gradually elevated to the 
position of devotional service, beginning from his natural activity, he is to be considered 
a dead body. Work which does not lead one to the understanding of Krsna consciousness 
is considered useless. 


TEXT 57 

^ wn ^1 

^ a ii ii 


sdharh bhagavato nunarh 
vancitd mdyayd drdham 
yat tvdrh vimuktidarh prdpya 


SB 3.23.57 
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na mumukseya bandhanat 

SYNONYMS 

sd —that very person; aham —I am; bhagavatah —of the Lord; nunam —surely; vancitd — 
cheated; mdyayd —by the illusory energy; drdham —solidly; yat —because; tvdm —you; 
vimukti-dam —who gives liberation; prdpya —having attained; na mumukseya —I have 
not sought liberation; bandhanat —from material bondage. 

TRANSLATION 

My lord, surely I have been solidly cheated by the insurmountable illusory energy of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, for in spite of having obtained your association, which 
gives liberation from material bondage, I did not seek such liberation. 

PURPORT 

An intelligent man should utilize good opportunities. The first opportunity is the human 
form of life, and the second opportunity is to take birth in a suitable family where there 
is cultivation of spiritual knowledge; this is rarely obtained. The greatest opportunity is 
to have the association of a saintly person. Devahuti was conscious that she was born as 
the daughter of an emperor. She was sufficiently educated and cultured, and at last she 
got Kardama Muni, a saintly person and a great yogi, as her husband. Still, if she did not 
get liberation from the entanglement of material energy, then certainly she would be 
cheated by the insurmountable illusory energy. Actually, the illusory, material energy is 
cheating everyone. People do not know what they are doing when they worship the 
material energy in the form of goddess Kali or Durga for material boons. They ask, 
"Mother, give me great riches, give me a good wife, give me fame, give me victory." But 
such devotees of the goddess Maya, or Durga, do not know that they are being cheated 
by that goddess. Material achievement is actually no achievement because as soon as one 
is illusioned by the material gifts, he becomes more and more entangled, and there is no 
question of liberation. One should be intelligent enough to know how to utilize material 
assets for the purpose of spiritual realization. That is called karma-yoga or jndna-yoga. 
Whatever we have we should use as service to the Supreme Person. It is advised in 
Bhagavad-gita sva-karmand tarn abhyarcya: iBg. 18.46] one should try to worship the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead by one's assets. There are many forms of service to the 
Supreme Lord, and anyone can render service unto Him according to the best of his 
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ability. 


Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Twenty-third Chapter, of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "Devahuti's Lamentation." 


24* The Renunciation of Kardama Muni 


TEXTl 

cpn^: ^ fih ii ? ii 


SB 3.24.1 


maitreya uvdca 
nirveda-vadinlm evarh 
manor duhitararh munih 
dayaluh sdlinlm dha 
sukldbhivydhrtarfi smaran 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah —the great sage Maitreya; uvdca —said; nirveda-vddinlm —who was speaking 
words full of renunciation; evam —thus; manoh —of Svayambhuva Manu; duhitaram —to 
the daughter; munih —the sage Kardama; daydluh —merciful; sdlinlm —who was worthy 
of praise; dha —replied; sukla —by Lord Visnu; abhivydhrtam —what was said; smaran — 
recalling. 


TRANSLATION 

Recalling the words of Lord Visnu, the merciful sage Kardama replied as follows to 
Svayambhuva Manu's praiseworthy daughter, Devahuti, who was speaking words full of 
renunciation. 
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TEXT 2 


SB 3.24.2 


»ii ii^(4Prii4 I 

II ? II 

rsir uvdca 

md khido rdja-putrlttham 
dtmdnarh praty anindite 
bhagavdrhs te 'ksaro garbham 
adurdt samprapatsyate 

SYNONYMS 

rsih uvdca —the sage said; md khidah —do not be disappointed; rdja-putri —O princess; 
ittham —in this way; dtmdnam —yourself; prati —toward; anindite —O praiseworthy 
Devahuti; bhagavdn —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; te —your; aksarah — 
infallible; garbham —womb; adurdt —without delay; samprapatsyate —will enter. 

TRANSLATION 

The sage said: Do not be disappointed with yourself, O princess. You are actually 
praiseworthy. The infallible Supreme Personality of Godhead will shortly enter your 
womb as your son. 


PURPORT 

Kardama Muni encouraged his wife not to be sorry, thinking herself unfortunate, 
because the Supreme Personality of Godhead, by His incarnation, was going to come 
from her body. 

SB 3.24.3 

TEXT 3 

%l5ldl(^l ’IS t ^ I 

II ? II 
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dhrta-vmtdsi bhadrarh te 
damena niyamena ca 
tapo-dravina-danais ca 
sraddhaya cesvararh bhaja 

SYNONYMS 

dhrta-vratd asi —you have undertaken sacred vows; bhadram te —may God bless you; 
damena —by control of the senses; niyamena —by religious observances; ca —and; 
tapah —austerities; dravina —of money; ddnaih —by giving in charity; ca —and; 
sraddhayd —with great faith; ca—and; Isvaram —the Supreme Lord; bhaja —worship. 

TRANSLATION 

You have undertaken sacred vows. God will bless you. Hence you should worship the 
Lord with great faith, through sensory control, religious observances, austerities and gifts 
of your money in charity. 


PURPORT 

In order to spiritually advance or to achieve the mercy of the Lord, one must be self- 
controlled in the following manner: he must be restrained in sense gratification and 
must follow the rules and regulations of religious principles. Without austerity and 
penance and without sacrificing one's riches, one cannot achieve the mercy of the 
Supreme Lord. Kardama Muni advised his wife: "You have to factually engage in 
devotional service with austerity and penance, following the religious principles and 
giving charity. Then the Supreme Lord will be pleased with you, and He will come as 
your son." 

SB 3.24.4 

TEXT 4 

t II a II 

sa tvaydrddhitah suklo 
vitanvan mdmakarh yasah 
chettd te hrdaya-granthim 
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audaryo brahma-bhavanah 


SYNONYMS 

sah —He; tvayd —by you; aradhitah —being worshiped; suklah —the Personality of 
Godhead; vitanvan —spreading; mdmakam —my; yasah —fame; chettd —He will cut; te — 
your; hrdaya —of the heart; granthim —knot; audaryah —your son; brahma —knowledge 
of Brahman; bhdvanah —teaching. 


TRANSLATION 

The Personality of Godhead, being worshiped by you, will spread my name and fame. He 
will vanquish the knot of your heart by becoming your son and teaching knowledge of 
Brahman. 


PURPORT 

When the Supreme Personality of Godhead comes to disseminate spiritual knowledge 
for the benefit of all people, He generally descends as the son of a devotee, being pleased 
by the devotee's devotional service. The Supreme Personality of Godhead is the father 
of everyone. No one, therefore, is His father, but by His inconceivable energy He 
accepts some of the devotees as His parents and descendants. It is explained here that 
spiritual knowledge vanquishes the knot of the heart. Matter and spirit are knotted by 
false ego. This identification of oneself with matter, which is called hrdaya-granthi, 
exists for all conditioned souls, and it becomes more and more tightened when there is 
too much affection for sex life. The explanation was given by Lord Rsabha to His sons 
that this material world is an atmosphere of attraction between male and female. That 
attraction takes the shape of a knot in the heart, and by material affection it becomes 
still more tight. For people who hanker after material possessions, society, friendship 
and love, this knot of affection becomes very strong. It is only by brahma-bhdvana —the 
instruction by which spiritual knowledge is enhanced—that the knot in the heart is cut 
to pieces. No material weapon is needed to cut this knot, but it requires bona fide 
spiritual instruction. Kardama Muni instructed his wife, Devahuti, that the Lord would 
appear as her son and disseminate spiritual knowledge to cut the knot of material 
identification. 


TEXTS 


SB 3.24.5 
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^ 3 ^ 

I 


V II 


maitreya uvdca 
devahuty api sandesarh 
gauravena prajdpateh 
samyak sraddhaya purusarh 
kuta-stham abhajad gurum 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —Maitreya said; devahuti —Devahuti; api —also; sandesam —the 
direction; gauravena —with great respect; prajdpateh —of Kardama; samyak —complete; 
sraddhdya —having faith in; purusam —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; kuta- 
stham —situated in everyone's heart; abhajat —worshiped; gurum —most worshipable. 

TRANSLATION 

Sri Maitreya said: Devahuti was fully faithful and respectful toward the direction of her 
husband, Kardama, who was one of the Prajapatis, or generators of human beings in the 
universe. O great sage, she thus began to worship the master of the universe, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, who is situated in everyone’s heart. 

PURPORT 

This is the process of spiritual realization; one has to receive instruction from a bona 
fide spiritual master. Kardama Muni was Devahuti's husband, but because he instructed 
her on how to achieve spiritual perfection, he naturally became her spiritual master also. 
There are many instances wherein the husband becomes the spiritual master. Lord Siva 
also is the spiritual master of his consort, Parvatl. A husband should be so enlightened 
that he should become the spiritual master of his wife in order to enlighten her in the 
advancement of Krsna consciousness. Generally strl, or woman, is less intelligent than 
man; therefore, if the husband is intelligent enough, the woman gets a great opportunity 
for spiritual enlightenment. 

Here it is clearly said (samyak sraddhdya) that with great faith one should receive 
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knowledge from the spiritual master and with great faith execute the performance of 
service. Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, in his commentary on Bhagavad-gita, has 
especially stressed the instruction of the spiritual master. One should accept the 
instruction of the spiritual master as one's life and soul. Whether one is liberated or not 
liberated, one should execute the instruction of the spiritual master with great faith. It is 
also stated that the Lord is situated in everyone's heart. One does not have to seek the 
Lord outside; He is already there. One simply has to concentrate on one's worship in 
good faith, as instructed by the bona fide spiritual master, and one's efforts will come out 
successfully. It is also clear that the Supreme Personality of Godhead does not appear as 
an ordinary child; He appears as He is. As stated in Bhagavad-gita, He appears by His 
own internal potency, dtmd-mdyd. And how does He appear? He appears when pleased 
by the worship of a devotee. A devotee may ask the Lord to appear as her son. The Lord 
is already sitting within the heart, and if He comes out from the body of a devotee it 
does not mean that the particular woman becomes His mother in the material sense. He 
is always there, but in order to please His devotee. He appears as her son. 


TEXT 6 


SB 3.24.6 


ca^ II § II 


tasydrh bahu-tithe kdle 
bhagavdn madhusudanah 
kdrdamarh viryam dpanno 
jajne 'gnir iva ddruni 

SYNONYMS 

tasydm —in Devahuti; bahu-tithe kdle —after many years; bhagavdn —the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead; madhusudanah —the killer of the demon Madhu; kdrdamam — 
of Kardama; viryam —the semen; dpannah —entered; jajne —He appeared; agnih —fire; 
iva —like; ddruni —in wood. 


TRANSLATION 

After many, many years, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Madhusudana, the killer 
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of the demon Madhu, having entered the semen of Kardama, appeared in Devahuti just as 
fire comes from wood in a sacrifice. 


PURPORT 

It is clearly stated here that the Lord is always the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
although He appeared as the son of Kardama Muni. Fire is already present in wood, but 
by a certain process, fire is kindled. Similarly, God is all-pervading. He is everywhere, 
and since He may come out from everything. He appeared in His devotee's semen. Just 
as an ordinary living entity takes his birth by taking shelter of the semen of a certain 
living entity, the Supreme Personality of Godhead accepts the shelter of the semen of 
His devotee and comes out as His son. This manifests His full independence to act in 
any way, and it does not mean that He is an ordinary living entity forced to take birth in 
a certain type of womb. Lord Nrsiiiiha appeared from the pillar of Hiranyakasipu's 
palace. Lord Varaha appeared from the nostril of Brahma, and Lord Kapila appeared 
from the semen of Kardama, but this does not mean that the nostril of Brahma or the 
pillar of Hiranyakasipu's palace or the semen of Kardama Muni is the source of the 
appearance of the Lord. The Lord is always the Lord. Bhagavdn madhusudanah —He is 
the killer of all kinds of demons, and He always remains the Lord, even if He appears as 
the son of a particular devotee. The word kardamam is significant, for it indicates that 
the Lord had some devotional affection or relationship in devotional service with 
Kardama and Devahuti. But we should not mistakenly understand that He was born just 
like an ordinary living entity from the semen of Kardama Muni in the womb of 
Devahuti. 

SB 3.24.7 

TEXT? 

^ FT ^ II a II 

avadayarhs tadd vyomni 
vdditrdni ghandghandh 
gdyanti tarn sma gandharvd 
nrtyanty apsaraso mudd 

SYNONYMS 
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avadayan —sounded; tadd —at that time; vyomni —in the sky; vaditrani —musical 
instruments; ghandghandh —the rain clouds; gdyanti —sang; tam —to Him; sma — 
certainly; gandharvdh —the Gandharvas; nrtyanti —danced; apsarasah —the Apsaras; 
mudd —in joyful ecstasy. 


TRANSLATION 


At the time of His descent on earth, demigods in the form of raining clouds sounded 
musical instruments in the sky. The celestial musicians, the Gandharvas, sang the glories 
of the Lord, while celestial dancing girls known as Apsaras danced in joyful ecstasy. 


TEXTS 


SB 3.24.8 


51^9 %r: trai 3in#r ^ ii == ii 


petuh sumanaso divydh 
khe-carair apavarjitdh 
prasedus ca disah sarvd 
ambhdrhsi ca mandrhsi ca 


SYNONYMS 

petuh —fell; sumanasah —flowers; divydh —beautiful; khe-caraih —by the demigods who 
fly in the sky; apavarjitdh —dropped; praseduh —became satisfied; ca —and; disah — 
directions; sarvdh —all; ambhdrhsi —waters; ca —and; mandrhsi —minds; ca —and. 

TRANSLATION 

At the time of the Lord's appearance, the demigods flying freely in the sky showered 
flowers. All the directions, all the waters and everyone's mind became very satisfied. 

PURPORT 

It is learned herewith that in the higher sky there are living entities who can travel 
through the air without being hampered. Although we can travel in outer space, we are 
hampered by so many impediments, but they are not. We learn from the pages of 
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Srlmad-Bhagavatam that the inhabitants of the planet called Siddhaloka can travel in 
space from one planet to another without impediment. They showered flowers on the 
earth when Lord Kapila, the son of Kardama, appeared. 


TEXT 9 


SB 3.24.9 




tat kardamasrama-padarh 
sarasvatyd parisritam 
svayambhuh sdkam rsibhir 
maricy-ddibhir abhyaydt 

SYNONYMS 

tat —that; kardama —of Kardama; dsrama-padam —to the place of the hermitage; 
sarasvatyd —by the River Sarasvati; parihitam —surrounded; svayambhuh —Brahma (the 
self-born); sdkam —along with; rsibhih —the sages; marici —the great sage Marici; 
ddibhih —and others; abhyaydt —he came there. 

TRANSLATION 

Brahma, the first-born living being, went along with Marici and other sages to the place 
of Kardama's hermitage, which was surrounded by the River Sarasvati. 


PURPORT 

Brahma is called Svayambhu because he is not born of any material father and mother. 
He is the first living creature and is born from the lotus which grows from the abdomen 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead Garbhodakasayi Visnu. Therefore he is called 
Svayambhu, self-born. 

SB 3.24.10 

TEXT 10 

'F 5111 y-^Hl'^lH I 
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^ II II 


bhagavantarh pararh brahma 
sattvendrhsena satru-han 
tattva-sankhydna-vijfiaptyai 
jdtarh vidvan ajah svardt 

SYNONYMS 

bhagavantam —the Lord; param —supreme; brahma —Brahman; sattvena —having an 
uncontaminated existence; arhsena —by a plenary portion; satru-han —O killer of the 
enemy, Vidura; tattva-sankhydna —the philosophy of the twenty-four material elements; 
vijfiaptyai —for explaining; jatam—appeared; vidvdn —knowing; ajah —the unborn (Lord 
Brahma); sva-rdt —independent. 


TRANSLATION 

Maitreya continued: O killer of the enemy, the unborn Lord Brahma, who is almost 
independent in acquiring knowledge, could understand that a portion of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, in His quality of pure existence, had appeared in the womb of 
Devahuti just to explain the complete state of knowledge known as sankhya-yoga. 

PURPORT 

In Bhagavad-gitd, Fifteenth Chapter, it is stated that the Lord Himself is the compiler of 
Veddnta-sutra, and He is the perfect knower of Veddnta-sutra. Similarly, the Sankhya 
philosophy is compiled by the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His appearance as 
Kapila. There is an imitation Kapila who has a Sankhya philosophical system, but Kapila 
the incarnation of God is different from that Kapila. Kapila the son of Kardama Muni, 
in His system of Sankhya philosophy, very explicitly explained not only the material 
world but also the spiritual world. Brahma could understand this fact because he is 
svardt, almost independent in receiving knowledge. He is called svardt because he did 
not go to any school or college to learn but learned everything from within. Because 
Brahma is the first living creature within this universe, he had no teacher; his teacher 
was the Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself, who is seated in the heart of every 
living creature. Brahma acquired knowledge directly from the Supreme Lord within the 
heart; therefore he is sometimes called svardt and aja. 
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Another important point is stated here. Sattvendrhsena: when the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead appears, He brings with Him all His paraphernalia of Vaikuntha; therefore 
His name, His form. His quality. His paraphernalia and His entourage all belong to the 
transcendental world. Real goodness is in the transcendental world. Here in the material 
world, the quality of goodness is not pure. Goodness may exist, but there must also be 
some tinges of passion and ignorance. In the spiritual world the unalloyed quality of 
goodness prevails; there the quality of goodness is called suddha-sattva, pure goodness. 
Another name for suddha-sattva is vasudeva because God is born from Vasudeva. 
Another meaning is that when one is purely situated in the qualities of goodness, he can 
understand the form, name, quality, paraphernalia and entourage of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. The word arhsena also indicates that the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, Krsna, appeared as Kapiladeva in a portion of His portion. God expands 
either as kald or as arhsa. Arhsa means "direct expansion," and kald means "expansion of 
the expansion." There is no difference between the expansion, the expansion of the 
expansion, and the Supreme Personality of Godhead directly, as there is no difference 
between one candle and another—but still the candle from which the others are lit is 
called the original. Krsna, therefore, is called the Parabrahman, or the ultimate 
Godhead and cause of all causes. 


SB 3.24.11 

TEXT 11 

^ ii ?? ii 

sabhdjayan visuddhena 
cetasd tac-ciklrsitam 
prahrsyamdnair asubhih 
kardamarh cedam abhyadhdt 

SYNONYMS 

sabhdjayan —worshiping; visuddhena —pure; cetasd —with a heart; tat —of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead; ciklrsitam —the intended activities; prahrsyamdnaih — 
gladdened; asubhih —with senses; kardamam —to Kardama Muni; ca —and Devahuti; 
idam —this; abhyadhdt —spoke. 
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TRANSLATION 


After worshiping the Supreme Lord with gladdened senses and a pure heart for His 
intended activities as an incarnation, Brahma spoke as follows to Kardama and Devahuti. 


PURPORT 


As explained in Bhagavad-gltd, Fourth Chapter, anyone who understands the 
transcendental activities, the appearance and the disappearance of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is to be considered liberated. Brahma, therefore, is a liberated 
soul. Although he is in charge of this material world, he is not exactly like the common 
living entity. Since he is liberated from the majority of the follies of the common living 
entities, he was in knowledge of the appearance of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
and he therefore worshiped the Lord's activities, and with a glad heart he also praised 
Kardama Muni because the Supreme Personality of Godhead, as Kapila, had appeared as 
his son. One who can become the father of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is 
certainly a great devotee. There is a verse spoken by a brdhmana in which he says that 
he does not know what the Vedas and what the purdnas are, but while others might be 
interested in the Vedas or purdnas, he is interested in Nanda Maharaja, who appeared as 
the father of Krsna. The brdhmana wanted to worship Nanda Maharaja because the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, as a child, crawled in the yard of his house. These are 
some of the good sentiments of devotees. If a recognized devotee brings forth the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead as his son, how he should be praised! Brahma, 
therefore, not only worshiped the incarnation of Godhead Kapila but also praised His 
so-called father, Kardama Muni. 


TEXT 12 


SB 3.24.12 


^ ^ II ?? II 


brahmovdca 
tvayd me 'pacitis tdta 
kalpitd nirvyallkatah 
yan me sanjagrhe vdkyarh 
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bhavan manada manayan 


SYNONYMS 

brahma —Lord Brahma; uvdca —said; tvayd —by you; me —my; apacitih —worship; tdta — 
O son; kalpitd —is accomplished; nirvyallkatah —without duplicity; yat —since; me —my; 
sanjagrhe —have completely accepted; vdkyam —instructions; bhavdn —you; mdna-da — 
O Kardama (one who offers honor to others); mdnayan —respecting. 

TRANSLATION 

Lord Brahma said: My dear son Kardama, since you have completely accepted my 
instructions without duplicity, showing them proper respect, you have worshiped me 
properly. Whatever instructions you took from me you have carried out, and thereby you 
have honored me. 


PURPORT 


Lord Brahma, as the first living entity within the universe, is supposed to be the spiritual 
master of everyone, and he is also the father, the creator, of all beings. Kardama Muni is 
one of the Prajapatis, or creators of the living entities, and he is also a son of Brahma. 
Brahma praises Kardama because he carried out the orders of the spiritual master in toto 
and without cheating. A conditioned soul in the material world has the disqualification 
of cheating. He has four disqualifications: he is sure to commit mistakes, he is sure to be 
illusioned, he is prone to cheat others, and his senses are imperfect. But if one carries 
out the order of the spiritual master by disciplic succession, or the parampard system, he 
overcomes the four defects. Therefore, knowledge received from the bona fide spiritual 
master is not cheating. Any other knowledge which is manufactured by the conditioned 
soul is cheating only. Brahma knew well that Kardama Muni exactly carried out the 
instructions received from him and that he actually honored his spiritual master. To 
honor the spiritual master means to carry out his instructions word for word. 


TEXT 13 


SB 3.24.13 


gap ^ ftdR g#: I 

II II 
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etdvaty eva susrusd 
kdryd pitari putrakaih 
bddham ity anumanyeta 
gauravena guror vacah 

SYNONYMS 

etdvatl —to this extent; eva —exactly; susrusd —service; kdryd —ought to be rendered; 
pitari —to the father; putrakaih —by the sons; bddham iti —accepting, "Yes, sir"; 
anumanyeta —he should obey; gauravena —with due deference; guroh —of the guru; 
vacah —commands. 


TRANSLATION 

Sons ought to render service to their father exactly to this extent. One should obey the 
command of his father or spiritual master with due deference, saying, '*Yes, sir.'* 

PURPORT 

Two words in this verse are very important; one word is pitari, and another word is 
guroh. The son or disciple should accept the words of his spiritual master and father 
without hesitation. Whatever the father and the spiritual master order should be taken 
without argument: "Yes." There should be no instance in which the disciple or the son 
says, "This is not correct. I cannot carry it out." When he says that, he is fallen. The 
father and the spiritual master are on the same platform because a spiritual master is the 
second father. The higher classes are called dvija, twice-born. Whenever there is a 
question of birth, there must be a father. The first birth is made possible by the actual 
father, and the second birth is made possible by the spiritual master. Sometimes the 
father and the spiritual master may be the same man, and sometimes they are different 
men. In any case, the order of the father or the order of the spiritual master must be 
carried out without hesitation, with an immediate yes. There should be no argument. 
That is real service to the father and to the spiritual master. Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura has stated that the order of the spiritual master is the life and soul of the 
disciples. As a man cannot separate his life from his body, a disciple cannot separate the 
order of the spiritual master from his life. If a disciple follows the instruction of the 
spiritual master in that way, he is sure to become perfect. This is confirmed in the 
Upanisads: the import of Vedic instruction is revealed automatically only to one who 


309 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 




has implicit faith in the Supreme Personality of Godhead and in his spiritual master. 
One may be materially considered an illiterate man, but if he has faith in the spiritual 
master as well as in the Supreme Personality of Godhead, then the meaning of scriptural 
revelation is immediately manifested before him. 


TEXT 14 


SB 3.24.14 


jMit; II II 


imd duhitarah satyas 
tava vatsa sumadhyamah 
sargam etarh prabhdvaih svair 
brrhhayisyanty anekadhd 


SYNONYMS 

imdh —these; duhitarah —daughters; satyah —chaste; tava —your; vatsa —O my dear son; 
su-madhyamdh —thin-waisted; sargam —creation; etam —this; prabhdvaih —by 
descendants; svaih —their own; brrhhayisyanti —they will increase; aneka-dhd —in 
various ways. 


TRANSLATION 

Lord Brahma then praised Kardama Muni's nine daughters, saying: All your thin-waisted 
daughters are certainly very chaste. I am sure they will increase this creation by their 
own descendants in various ways. 


PURPORT 

In the beginning of creation, Brahma was concerned more or less with increasing the 
population, and when he saw that Kardama Muni had already begotten nine nice 
daughters, he was hopeful that through the daughters many children would come who 
would take charge of the creative principle of the material world. He was therefore 
happy to see them. The word sumadhyamd means "a good daughter of a beautiful 
woman." If she has a thin waist, a woman is considered very beautiful. All the daughters 
of Kardama Muni were of the same beautiful feature. 
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TEXT 15 


SB 3.24.15 


3iRtrai: mR^^i^i Rn<i»flR ^ ^jR! ini( ii 

atas tvam rsi-mukhyebhyo 
yathd-sllarfi yathd-ruci 
dtmajdh paridehy adya 
vistrnihi yaso bhuvi 

SYNONYMS 

atah —therefore; tvam —you; rsi-mukhyebhyah —unto the foremost sages; yathd-sllam — 
according to temperament; yathd-ruci —according to taste; dtma-jdh —your daughters; 
paridehi —please give away; adya —today; vistrnihi —spread; yasah —fame; bhuvi —over 
the universe. 


TRANSLATION 

Therefore, today please give away your daughters to the foremost of the sages, with due 
regard for the girls* temperaments and likings, and thereby spread your fame all over the 
universe. 


PURPORT 

The nine principal rsis, or sages, are Marici, Atri, Ahgira, Pulastya, Pulaha, Kratu, 
Bhrgu, Vasistha and Atharva. All these rsis are most important, and Brahma desired 
that the nine daughters already born of Kardama Muni be handed over to them. Here 
two words are used very significantly-yatha-silam and yathd-ruci. The daughters should 
be handed over to the respective rsis, not blindly, but according to the combination of 
character and taste. That is the art of combining a man and woman. Man and woman 
should not be united simply on the consideration of sex life. There are many other 
considerations, especially character and taste. If the taste and character differ between 
the man and woman, their combination will be unhappy. Even about forty years ago, in 
Indian marriages, the taste and character of the boy and girl were first of all matched, 
and then they were allowed to marry. This was done under the direction of the 
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respective parents. The parents used to astrologically determine the character and tastes 
of the boy and girl, and when they corresponded, the match was selected: "This girl and 
this boy are just suitable, and they should be married." Other considerations were less 
important. The same system was also advised in the beginning of the creation by 
Brahma: "Your daughters should be handed over to the rsis according to taste and 
character." 

According to astrological calculation, a person is classified according to whether he 
belongs to the godly or demoniac quality. In that way the spouse was selected. A girl of 
godly quality should be handed over to a boy of godly quality. A girl of demoniac quality 
should be handed over to a boy of demoniac quality. Then they will be happy. But if the 
girl is demoniac and the boy is godly, then the combination is incompatible; they cannot 
be happy in such a marriage. At the present moment, because boys and girls are not 
married according to quality and character, most marriages are unhappy, and there is 
divorce. 

It is foretold in the Twelfth Canto of the Bhdgavatam that in this age of Kali married 
life will be accepted on the consideration of sex only; when the boy and girl are pleased 
in sex, they get married, and when there is deficiency in sex, they separate. That is not 
actual marriage, but a combination of men and women like cats and dogs. Therefore, the 
children produced in the modern age are not exactly human beings. Human beings must 
be twice-born. A child is first born of a good father and mother, and then he is born 
again of the spiritual master and the Vedas. The first mother and father bring about his 
birth into the world; then the spiritual master and the Vedas become his second father 
and mother. According to the Vedic system of marriage for producing children, every 
man and woman was enlightened in spiritual knowledge, and at the time of their 
combination to produce a child, everything was scrutinizingly and scientifically done. 

SB 3.24.16 

TEXT 16 

WHmi I 

iprii ^ II II 

vedaham adyarfi purusam 
avatlrnarh sva-mdyayd 
bhutdndrh sevadhim deharfi 
bibhrdnarh kapilarh mune 
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SYNONYMS 


veda —know; aham —I; adyam —the original; purusam —enjoyer; avatlrnam — 
incarnated; sva-mdyayd —by His own internal energy; bhutdndm —of all the living 
entities; sevadhim —the bestower of all desired, who is just like a vast treasure; deham — 
the body; bibhrdnam —assuming; kapilam —Kapila Muni; mune —O sage Kardama. 

TRANSLATION 

O Kardama, I know that the original Supreme Personality of Godhead has now appeared 
as an incarnation by His internal energy. He is the bestower of all desired by the living 
entities, and He has now assumed the body of Kapila Muni. 

PURPORT 

In this verse we find the words purusam avatlrnam sva-mdyayd. The Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is everlastingly, eternally the form of purusa, the predominator 
or enjoyer, and when He appears He never accepts anything of this material energy. The 
spiritual world is a manifestation of His personal, internal potency, whereas the material 
world is a manifestation of His material, or differentiated, energy. The word sva-mdyayd, 
"by His own internal potency," indicates that whenever the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead descends. He comes in His own energy. He may assume the body of a human 
being, but that body is not material. In Bhagavad-gitd, therefore, it is clearly stated that 
only fools and rascals, mudhas, consider the body of Krsna to be the body of a common 
human being. The word sevadhim means that He is the original bestower of all the 
necessities of life upon the living entities. In the Vedas also it is stated that He is the 
chief living entity and that He bestows all the desired necessities of other living entities. 
Because He is the bestower of the necessities of all others. He is called God. The 
Supreme is also a living entity; He is not impersonal. As we are individual, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is also individual—but He is the supreme individual. That is the 
difference between God and the ordinary living entities. 

SB 3.24.17 

TEXT 17 

'MST; II II 
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jndna-vijndna-yogena 
karmandm uddharan jatdh 
hiranya-kesah padmdksah 
padma-mudrd-paddmbujah 

SYNONYMS 

jndna —of scriptural knowledge; vijndna —and application; yogena —by means of mystic 
yoga; karmandm —of material actions; uddharan —uprooting; jatdh —the roots; hiranya- 
kesah —golden hair; padma-aksah —lotus-eyed; padma-mudrd —marked with the sign of 
the lotus; pada-ambujah —having lotus feet. 

TRANSLATION 

By mystic yoga and the practical application of knowledge from the scriptures, Kapila 
Muni, who is characterized by His golden hair. His eyes just like lotus petals and His 
lotus feet, which bear the marks of lotus flowers, will uproot the deep-rooted desire for 
work in this material world. 


PURPORT 

In this verse the activities and bodily features of Kapila Muni are very nicely described. 
The activities of Kapila Muni are forecast herein: He will present the philosophy of 
Sankhya in such a way that by studying His philosophy people will be able to uproot the 
deep-rooted desire for karma, fruitive activities. Everyone in this material world engages 
in achieving the fruits of his labor. A man tries to be happy by achieving the fruits of his 
own honest labor, but actually he becomes more and more entangled. One cannot get 
out of this entanglement unless he has perfect knowledge, or devotional service. 

Those who are trying to get out of the entanglement by speculation are also doing their 
best, but in the Vedic scriptures we find that if one has taken to the devotional service 
of the Lord in Krsna consciousness, he can very easily uproot the deep-rooted desire for 
fruitive activities. Sankhya philosophy will be broadcast by Kapila Muni for that 
purpose. His bodily features are also described herein. Jndna does not refer to ordinary 
research work. Jndna entails receiving knowledge from the scriptures through the 
spiritual master by disciplic succession. In the modern age there is a tendency to do 
research by mental speculation and concoction. But the man who speculates forgets that 
he himself is subject to the four defects of nature: he is sure to commit mistakes, his 
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senses are imperfect, he is sure to fall into illusion, and he is cheating. Unless one has 
perfect knowledge from disciplic succession, he simply puts forth some theories of his 
own creation; therefore he is cheating people. Jndna means knowledge received through 
disciplic succession from the scriptures, and vijndna means practical application of such 
knowledge. Kapila Muni's Sankhya system of philosophy is based on jndna and vijndna. 


TEXT 18 


SB 3.24.18 


^ II •?= II 


esa mdnavi te garbharii 
pravistah kaitabhdrdanah 
avidyd-sarfisaya-granthirfi 
chittvd gdrh vicarisyati 

SYNONYMS 

esah —the same Supreme Personality of Godhead; mdnavi —O daughter of Manu; te — 
your; garbham —womb; pravistah —has entered; kaitabha-ardanah —the killer of the 
demon Kaitabha; avidyd —of ignorance; sarhsaya —and of doubt; granthim —the knot; 
chittvd —cutting off; gdm —the world; vicarisyati —He will travel over. 

TRANSLATION 

Lord Brahma then told Devahuti: My dear daughter of Manu, the same Supreme 
Personality of Godhead who killed the demon Kaitabha is now within your womb. He 
will cut off all the knots of your ignorance and doubt. Then He will travel all over the 
world. 


PURPORT 

Here the word avidyd is very significant. Avidyd means forgetfulness of one's identity. 
Every one of us is a spirit soul, but we have forgotten. We think, "I am this body." This is 
called avidyd. Sarhsaya-granthi means "doubtfulness." The knot of doubtfulness is tied 
when the soul identifies with the material world. That knot is also called ahankdra, the 
junction of matter and spirit. By proper knowledge received from the scriptures in 


315 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 










disciplic succession and by proper application of that knowledge, one can free himself 
from this binding combination of matter and spirit. Brahma assures Devahuti that her 
son will enlighten her, and after enlightening her He will travel all over the world, 
distributing the system of Sankhya philosophy. 

The word sarhsaya means "doubtful knowledge." Speculative and pseudo yogic 
knowledge is all doubtful. At the present moment the so-called yoga system is prosecuted 
on the understanding that by agitation of the different stations of the bodily 
construction one can find that he is God. The mental speculators think similarly, but 
they are all doubtful. Real knowledge is expounded in Bhagavad-gltd: "Just become Krsna 
conscious. Just worship Krsna and become a devotee of Krsna." That is real knowledge, 
and anyone who follows that system becomes perfect without a doubt. 

SB 3.24.19 

TEXT 19 

3R HRSirgif: I 

^ ^ II II 

ayarh siddha-ganadhisah 
sdnkhydearyaih susammatah 
loke kapila ity dkhydrh 
gantd te klrti-vardhanah 

SYNONYMS 

ayam —this Personality of Godhead; siddha-gana —of the perfected sages; adhlsah —the 
head; sdnkhya-dcdryaih —by dedryas expert in Sankhya philosophy; susammatah — 
approved according to Vedic principles; loke —in the world; kapilah iti —as Kapila; 
dkhydm —celebrated; gantd —He will go about; te —your; klrti —fame; vardhanah — 
increasing. 


TRANSLATION 

Your son will be the head of all the perfected souls. He will be approved by the acaryas 
expert in disseminating real knowledge, and among the people He will be celebrated by 
the name Kapila. As the son of Devahuti, He will increase your fame. 
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PURPORT 


Sahkhya philosophy is the philosophical system enunciated by Kapila, the son of 
Devahuti. The other Kapila, who is not the son of Devahuti, is an imitation. This is the 
statement of Brahma, and because we belong to Brahma's disciplic succession we should 
accept his statement that the real Kapila is the son of Devahuti and that real Sankhya 
philosophy is the system of philosophy which He introduced and which will be accepted 
by the dcdryas, the directors of spiritual discipline. The word susammata means 
"accepted by persons who are counted upon to give their good opinion." 


TEXT 20 


SB 3.24.20 


II II 


maitreya uvdca 
tdv dsvdsya jagat-srastd 
kumdraih saha-ndradah 
harfiso harhsena ydnena 
tri-dhdma-paramam yayau 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —Maitreya said; tau —the couple; dsvdsya —having reassured; jagat- 
srastd —the creator of the universe; kumdraih —along with the Kumaras; saha- 
ndradah —with Narada; harnsah —Lord Brahma; harhsena ydnena —by his swan carrier; 
tri-dhdma-paramam —to the highest planetary system; yayau —went. 


TRANSLATION 

Sri Maitreya said: After thus speaking to Kardama Muni and his wife Devahuti, Lord 
Brahma, the creator of the universe, who is also known as Haihsa, went back to the 
highest of the three planetary systems on his swan carrier with the four Kumaras and 
Narada. 
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PURPORT 


The words harhsena ydnena are very significant here. Harhsa-ydna, the airplane by 
which Brahma travels all over outer space, resembles a swan. Brahma is also known as 
Hartisa because he can grasp the essence of everything. His abode is called tri-dhdma- 
paramam. There are three divisions of the universe—the upper planetary system, the 
middle planetary system and the lower planetary system—but his abode is above even 
Siddhaloka, the upper planetary system. He returned to his own planet with the four 
Kumaras and Narada because they were not going to be married. The other rsis who 
came with him, such as Marici and Atri, remained there because they were to be married 
to the daughters of Kardama, but his other sons—Sanat, Sanaka, Sanandana, Sanatana 
and Narada—went back with him in his swan-shaped airplane. The four Kumaras and 
Narada are naisthika-brahmacdns. Naisthika-brahmacdrl refers to one who never wastes 
his semen at any time. They were not to attend the marriage ceremony of their other 
brothers, Marici and the other sages, and therefore they went back with their father, 
Hartisa. 


SB 3.24.21 

TEXT 21 

^ SR; I 

II ?? II 

gate sata-dhrtau ksattah 
kardamas tena coditah 
yathoditarh sva-duhitfh 
prdddd visva-srjdrh tatah 

SYNONYMS 

gate —after he departed; sata-dhrtau —Lord Brahma; ksattah —O Vidura; kardamah — 
Kardama Muni; tena —by him; coditah —ordered; yathd-uditam —as told; sva-duhitfh — 
his own daughters; prdddt —handed over; visva-srjdm —to the creators of the world's 
population; tatah —thereafter. 


TRANSLATION 

O Vidura, after the departure of Brahma, Kardama Muni, having been ordered by 
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Brahma, handed over his nine daughters, as instructed, to the nine great sages who 
created the population of the world. 

SB 3.24.22, SB 3.24.23, SB 3.24.22-23 

TEXTS 22-23 

II || 

^ ^ ^ 

^ 471^Si|T^gfeB|i||ui|,^.t|41*l^ II 53 II 

maricaye kaldrh pradad 
anasuydm athdtraye 
sraddhdm angirase 'yacchat 
pulastydya havirbhuvam 

pulahdya gatirh yuktdrh 
kratave ca kriydrh satim 
khydtirh ca bhrgave 'yacchad 
vasisthdydpy arundhatlm 

SYNONYMS 

maricaye —unto Marici; kaldm —Kala; prdddt —he handed over; anasuydm —Anasuya; 
atha —then; atraye —unto Atri; sraddhdm —Sraddha; angirase —unto Angira; 
ayacchat —he gave away; pulastydya —unto Pulastya; havirbhuvam —Havirbhu; 
pulahdya —unto Pulaha; gatim —Gati; yuktdm —suitable; kratave —unto Kratu; ca —and; 
kriydm —Kriya; satim —virtuous; khydtim —Khyati; ca —and; bhrgave —unto Bhrgu; 
ayacchat —he gave away; vasisthdya —unto the sage Vasistha; api —also; arundhatlm — 
Arundhati. 


TRANSLATION 

Kardama Muni handed over his daughter Kala to Marici, and another daughter, Anasuya, 
to Atri. He delivered Sraddha to Angira, and Havirbhu to Pulastya. He delivered Gati to 
Pulaha, the chaste Kriya to Kratu, Khyati to Bhrgu, and Arundhati to Vasistha. 

SB 3.24.24 
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TEXT 24 


atharvane 'dadac chdntirh 
yayd yajno vitanyate 
viprarsabhdn krtodvdhdn 
saddrdn samaldlayat 

SYNONYMS 

atharvane —to Atharva; adaddt —he gave away; sdntim —Santi; yayd —by whom; 
yajnah —sacrifice; vitanyate —is performed; vipra-rsabhdn —the foremost brdhmanas; 
krta-udvdhdn —married; sa-ddrdn —with their wives; samaldlayat —maintained them. 

TRANSLATION 

He delivered Santi to Atharva. Because of Santi, sacrificial ceremonies are well 
performed. Thus he got the foremost brahmanas married, and he maintained them along 
with their wives. 


TEXT 25 

gge WPt-- SR: ^ I 

II II 

tatas ta rsayah ksattah 
krta-ddrd nimantrya tarn 
prdtisthan nandim dpanndh 
svarfi svam dsrama-mandalam 


SB 3.24.25 


SYNONYMS 

tatah —then; te —they; rsayah —the sages; ksattah —O Vidura; krta-ddrdh —thus 
married; nimantrya —taking leave of; tarn —Kardama; prdtisthan —they departed; 
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nandim —joy; apannah —obtained; svam svam —each to his own; asrama-mandalam — 
hermitage. 


TRANSLATION 

Thus married, the sages took leave of Kardama and departed full of joy, each for his own 
hermitage, O Vidura. 

SB 3.24.26 

TEXT 26 

WIFSB II II 

sa cdvatlrnarh tri-yugam 
djndya vibudharsabham 
vivikta upasafigamya 
pranamya samabhdsata 

SYNONYMS 

sah —the sage Kardama; ca —and; avatlrnam —descended; tri-yugam —Visnu; djndya — 
having understood; vibudha-rsabham —the chief of the demigods; vivikte —in a secluded 
place; upasangamya —having approached; pranamya —offering obeisances; 
samabhdsata —he spoke. 


TRANSLATION 

When Kardama Muni understood that the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the chief of 
all the demigods, Visnu, had descended, Kardama approached Him in a secluded place, 
offered obeisances and spoke as follows. 

PURPORT 

Lord Visnu is called tri-yuga. He appears in three yugas-Satya, Treta and Dvapara—but 
in Kali-yuga He does not appear. From the prayers of Prahlada Maharaja, however, we 
understand that He appears garbed as a devotee in Kali-yuga. Lord Caitanya is that 
devotee. Krsna appeared in the form of a devotee, but although He never disclosed 
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Himself, Rupa Gosvami could understand His identity, for the Lord cannot hide Himself 
from a pure devotee. Rupa Gosvami detected Him when he offered his first obeisances 
to Lord Gaitanya. He knew that Lord Caitanya was Krsna Himself and therefore offered 
his obeisances with the following words: "I offer my respects to Krsna, who has now 
appeared as Lord Caitanya." This is also confirmed in the prayers of Prahlada Maharaja: 
in Kali-yuga He does not directly appear, but He appears as a devotee. Visnu, therefore, 
is known as tri-yuga. Another explanation of tri-yuga is that He has three pairs of divine 
attributes, namely power and affluence, piety and renown, and wisdom and dispassion. 
According to Sridhara Svami, His three pairs of opulences are complete riches and 
complete strength, complete fame and complete beauty, and complete wisdom and 
complete renunciation. There are different interpretations of tri-yuga, but it is accepted 
by all learned scholars that tri-yuga means Visnu. When Kardama Muni understood that 
his son, Kapila, was Visnu Himself, he wanted to offer his obeisances. Therefore, when 
Kapila was alone he offered his respects and expressed his mind as follows. 

SB 3.24.27 

TEXT 27 

^ II II 

aho papacyamdndndrh 
niraye svair amangalaih 
kdlena bhuyasd nunarh 
prasidantiha devatdh 

SYNONYMS 

aho —oh; pdpacyamdndndm —with those being much afflicted; niraye —in the hellish 
material entanglement; svaih —their own; amangalaih —by misdeeds; kdlena hhuyasd — 
after a long time; nunam —indeed; prasidanti —they are pleased; iha —in this world; 
devatdh —the demigods. 


TRANSLATION 

Kardama Muni said: Oh, after a long time the demigods of this universe have become 
pleased with the suffering souls who are in material entanglement because of their own 
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misdeeds. 


PURPORT 

This material world is a place for suffering, which is due to the misdeeds of the 
inhabitants, the conditioned souls themselves. The sufferings are not extraneously 
imposed upon them; rather, the conditioned souls create their own suffering by their 
own acts. In the forest, fire takes place automatically. It is not that someone has to go 
there and set a fire; because of friction among various trees, fire occurs automatically. 
When there is too much heat from the forest fire of this material world, the demigods, 
including Brahma himself, being harassed, approach the Supreme Lord, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, and appeal to Him to alleviate the condition. Then the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead descends. In other words, when the demigods become 
distressed by the sufferings of the conditioned souls, they approach the Lord to remedy 
the suffering, and the Personality of Godhead descends. When the Lord descends, all 
the demigods become enlivened. Therefore Kardama Muni said, "After many, many 
years of human suffering, all the demigods are now satisfied because Kapiladeva, the 
incarnation of Godhead, has appeared." 

SB 3.24.28 

TEXT 28 

bahu-janma-vipakvena 
samyag-yoga-samadhina 
drasturh yatante yatayah 
sunydgdresu yat-padam 

SYNONYMS 

bahu —many; janma —after births; vipakvena —which is mature; samyak —perfect; yoga- 
samddhind —by trance in yoga; drastum —to see; yatante —they endeavor; yatayah —the 
yogis; sunya-agdresu —in secluded places; yat —whose; padam —feet. 

TRANSLATION 
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After many births, mature yogis, by complete trance in yoga, endeavor in secluded places 
to see the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

PURPORT 

Some important things are mentioned here about yoga. The word bahu janma-vipakvena 
means "after many, many births of mature yoga practice." And another word, samyag- 
yoga-samadhina, means "by complete practice of the yoga system." Complete practice of 
yoga means bhakti-yoga; unless one comes to the point of bhakti-yoga, or surrender unto 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one's yoga practice is not complete. This same 
point is corroborated in the Srlmad Bhagavad-gUa. Bahundrh janmandm ante: [Bg. 7.19] 
after many, many births, the jndnl who has matured in transcendental knowledge 
surrenders unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Kardama Muni repeats the same 
statement. After many, many years and many, many births of complete practice of yoga, 
one can see the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord in a secluded place. It is not that after 
one practices some sitting postures he immediately becomes perfect. One has to perform 
yoga a long time—"many, many births"—to become mature, and a yogi has to practice in 
a secluded place. One cannot practice yoga in a city or in a public park and declare that 
he has become God simply by some exchange of dollars. This is all bogus propaganda. 
Those who are actually yogis practice in a secluded place, and after many, many births 
they become successful, provided they surrender unto the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. This is the completion of yoga. 

SB 3.24.29 

TEXT 29 

H ^ ^ a: I 

^ ^ JJM|U|i II II 

sa eva bhagavdn adya 
helanarh na ganayya nah 
grhesu jdto grdmydndrh 
yah svdndrh paksa-posanah 

SYNONYMS 

sah eva —that very same; bhagavdn —Supreme Personality of Godhead; adya —today; 
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helanam —negligence; na —not; ganayya —considering high and low; nah —our; 
grhesu —in the houses; jdtah —appeared; grdmydndm —of ordinary householders; yah — 
He who; svdndm —of His own devotees; paksa-posanah —who supports the party. 

TRANSLATION 

Not considering the negligence of ordinary householders like us, that very same Supreme 
Personality of Godhead appears in our homes just to support His devotees. 


PURPORT 


Devotees are so affectionate toward the Personality of Godhead that although He does 
not appear before those who practice yoga in a secluded place even for many, many 
births, He agrees to appear in a householder's home where devotees engage in devotional 
service without material yoga practice. In other words, devotional service to the Lord is 
so easy that even a householder can see the Supreme Personality of Godhead as one of 
the members of his household, as his son, as Kardama Muni experienced. He was a 
householder, although a yogi, but he had the incarnation of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead Kapila Muni as his son. 

Devotional service is such a powerful transcendental method that it surpasses all other 
methods of transcendental realization. The Lord says, therefore, that He lives neither in 
Vaikuntha nor in the heart of a yogi, but He lives where His pure devotees are always 
chanting and glorifying Him. The Supreme Personality of Godhead is known as bhakta- 
vatsala. He is never described as jndnl-vatsala or yogl-vatsala. He is always described as 
bhakta-vatsala because He is more inclined toward His devotees than toward other 
transcendentalists. In Bhagavad-gltd it is confirmed that only a devotee can understand 
Him as He is. Bhaktya mam abhijanati: IBg. 18.55] "One can understand Me only by 
devotional service, not otherwise." That understanding alone is real because although 
jndnls, mental speculators, can realize only the effulgence, or the bodily luster, of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and yogis can realize only the partial representation of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, a bhakta not only realizes Him as He is but also 
associates with the Personality of Godhead face to face. 


TEXT 30 


SB 3.24.30 
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II 9° II 


svlyarh vdkyam rtarh kartum 
avatlrno 'si me grhe 
cikirsur bhagavdn jfidnarh 
bhaktdndrh mdna-vardhanah 

SYNONYMS 

svlyam —Your own; vdkyam —words; rtam —true; kartum —to make; avatlrnah — 
descended; asi —You are; me grhe —in my house; ciklrsuh —desirous of disseminating; 
bhagavdn —the Personality of Godhead; jndnam —knowledge; bhaktdndm —of the 
devotees; mdna —the honor; vardhanah —who increases. 

TRANSLATION 

Kardama Muni said: You, my dear Lord, who are always increasing the honor of Your 
devotees, have descended in my home just to fulfill Your word and disseminate the 
process of real knowledge. 


PURPORT 


When the Lord appeared before Kardama Muni after his mature yoga practice, He 
promised that He would become Kardama's son. He descended as the son of Kardama 
Muni in order to fulfill that promise. Another purpose of His appearance is cikirsur 
bhagavdn jndnam, to distribute knowledge. Therefore, He is called bhaktdndrh. mdna- 
vardhanah, "He who increases the honor of His devotees." By distributing Sankhya He 
would increase the honor of the devotees; therefore, Sankhya philosophy is not dry 
mental speculation. Sankhya philosophy means devotional service. How could the honor 
of the devotees be increased unless Sankhya were meant for devotional service? 

Devotees are not interested in speculative knowledge; therefore, the Sankhya 
enunciated by Kapila Muni is meant to establish one firmly in devotional service. Real 
knowledge and real liberation is to surrender unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
and engage in devotional service. 


TEXT 31 


SB 3.24.31 
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^ ^ ^ ^^^RRWFI^: II ?? II 


tdny eva te 'bhirupdni 
rupdni bhagavarfis tava 
ydni ydni ca rocante 
sva-jandndm arupinah 

SYNONYMS 

tdni —those; eva —truly; te —Your; abhirupdni —suitable; rupdni —forms; bhagavan —O 
Lord; tava —Your; ydni ydni —whichever; ca—and; rocante —are pleasing; sva- 
jandndm —to Your own devotees; arupinah —of one with no material form. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, although You have no material form, You have Your own innumerable 
forms. They truly are Your transcendental forms, which are pleasing to Your devotees. 

PURPORT 

In the Brahma-sarnhitd it is stated that the Lord is one Absolute, but He has ananta, or 
innumerable, forms. Advaitam acyutam anddim ananta-rupam [Bs. 5.33]. The Lord is the 
original form, but still He has multiforms. Those multiforms are manifested by Him 
transcendentally, according to the tastes of His multidevotees. It is understood that once 
Hanuman, the great devotee of Lord Ramacandra, said that he knew that Narayana, the 
husband of Laksmi, and Rama, the husband of Sita, are one and the same, and that there 
is no difference between Laksmi and Sita, but as for himself, he liked the form of Lord 
Rama. In a similar way, some devotees worship the original form of Krsna. When we say 
"Krsna" we refer to all forms of the Lord—not only Krsna, but Rama, Nrsirtiha, Varaha, 
Narayana, etc. The varieties of transcendental forms exist simultaneously. That is also 
stated in the Brahma-sarnhitd: rdmddi-murtisu... ndndvatdram. He already exists in 
multiforms, but none of the forms are material. Sridhara Svami has commented that 
arupinah, "without form," means without material form. The Lord has form, otherwise 
how can it be stated here, tdny eva te 'bhirupdni rupdni bhagavarfis tava: "You have Your 
forms, but they are not material. Materially You have no form, but spiritually, 
transcendentally. You have multiforms"? Mayavadi philosophers cannot understand 
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these transcendental forms of the Lord, and being disappointed, they say that the 
Supreme Lord is impersonal. But that is not a fact; whenever there is form there is a 
person. Many times in many Vedic literatures the Lord is described as purusa, which 
means "the original form, the original enjoyer." The conclusion is that the Lord has no 
material form, and yet, according to the liking of different grades of devotees. He 
simultaneously exists in multiforms, such as Rama, Nrsimha, Varaha, Narayana and 
Mukunda. There are many thousands and thousands of forms, but they are all visnu- 
tattva, Krsna. 


TEXT 32 


SB 3.24.32 


jnd ii ii 


tvdrh suribhis tattva-bubhutsayaddha 
sadabhivadarhana-pada-pltham 
aisvarya-vairagya-yaso-'vabodha- 
vlrya-sriyd purtam aharh prapadye 


SYNONYMS 

tvdm —unto You; suribhih —by the great sages; tattva —the Absolute Truth; 
bubhutsayd —with a desire to understand; addhd —certainly; sadd —always; abhivdda —of 
worshipful respects; arhana —which are worthy; pdda —of Your feet; pltham —to the 
seat; aisvarya —opulence; vairdgya —renunciation; yasah —fame; avabodha —knowledge; 
vlrya —strength; sriyd —with beauty; purtam —who are full; aham —I; prapadye — 
surrender. 


TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, Your lotus feet are the reservoir that always deserves to receive worshipful 
homage from all great sages eager to understand the Absolute Truth. You are full in 
opulence, renunciation, transcendental fame, knowledge, strength and beauty, and 
therefore I surrender myself unto Your lotus feet. 
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PURPORT 


Actually, those who are searching after the Absolute Truth must take shelter of the 
lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and worship Him. In Bhagavad-gltd 
Lord Krsna advised Arjuna many times to surrender unto Him, especially at the end of 
the Ninth Chapter— man-mand bhava mad-bhaktah: "If you want to be perfect, just 
always think of Me, become My devotee, worship Me and offer your obeisances to Me. In 
this way you will understand Me, the Personality of Godhead, and ultimately you will 
come back to Me, back to Godhead, back home." Why is it so? The Lord is always full in 
six opulences, as mentioned herein: wealth, renunciation, fame, knowledge, strength 
and beauty. The word purtam means "in full." No one can claim that all wealth belongs 
to him, but Krsna can claim it, since He has full wealth. Similarly, He is full in 
knowledge, renunciation, strength and beauty. He is full in everything, and no one can 
surpass Him. Another one of Krsna's names is asamaurdhva, which means that no one is 
equal to or greater than Him. 

SB 3.24.33 

TEXT 33 

^ TOR ^ 

^ ^ I 

II 9? II 

pararh pradhdnarh purusarh mahdntarh 
kdlarh kavirh tri-vrtarh loka-pdlam 
dtmdnubhutydnugata-prapancarh 
svacchanda-saktirfi kapilarh prapadye 

SYNONYMS 

param —transcendental; pradhdnam —supreme; purusam —person; mahdntam —who is 
the origin of the material world; kdlam —who is time; kavim —fully cognizant; tri- 
vrtam —three modes of material nature; loka-pdlam —who is the maintainer of all the 
universes; dtma —in Himself; anubhutya —by internal potency; anugata —dissolved; 
prapancam —whose material manifestations; sva-chanda —independently; saktim —who 
is powerful; kapilam —to Lord Kapila; prapadye —I surrender. 
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TRANSLATION 


I surrender unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead, descended in the form of Kapila, 
who is independently powerful and transcendental, who is the Supreme Person and the 
Lord of the sum total of matter and the element of time, who is the fully cognizant 
maintainer of all the universes under the three modes of material nature, and who absorbs 
the material manifestations after their dissolution. 

PURPORT 

The six opulences—wealth, strength, fame, beauty, knowledge and renunciation—are 
indicated here by Kardama Muni, who addresses Kapila Muni, his son, as param. The 
word param is used in the beginning of Srlmad-Bhagavatam, in the phrase pararh satyam, 
to refer to the summum bonum, or the Supreme Personality of Godhead, param is 
explained further by the next word, pradhanam, which means the chief, the origin, the 
source of everything— sarva-kdrana-kdranam [Bs. 5.1]—the cause of all causes. The 
Supreme Personality of Godhead is not formless; He is purusam, or the enjoyer, the 
original person. He is the time element and is all-cognizant. He knows everything—past, 
present and future—as confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd. The Lord says, "I know 
everything—present, past and future—in every corner of the universe." The material 
world, which is moving under the spell of the three modes of nature, is also a 
manifestation of His energy, pardsya saktir vividhaiva sruyate: everything that we see is 
an interaction of His energies (Svetdsvatara Upanisad 6.8 [Gc. Madhya 13.65, purport]), 
parasya brahmanah saktis tathedam akhilarh jagat. This is the version of the Visnu 
Purdna. We can understand that whatever we see is an interaction of the three modes of 
material nature, but actually it is all an interaction of the Lord's energy. Loka-pdlam: He 
is actually the maintainer of all living entities. Nityo nitydndm: He is the chief of all 
living entities; He is one, but He maintains many, many living entities. God maintains 
all other living entities, but no one can maintain God. That is His svacchanda-sakti; He 
is not dependent on others. Someone may call himself independent, but he is still 
dependent on someone higher. The Personality of Godhead, however, is absolute; there 
is no one higher than or equal to Him. 

Kapila Muni appeared as the son of Kardama Muni, but because Kapila is an incarnation 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kardama Muni offered respectful obeisances 
unto Him with full surrender. Another word in this verse is very important: 
dtmdnubhutydnugata-prapancam. The Lord descends either as Kapila or Rama, Nrsiiiiha 
or Varaha, and whatever forms He assumes in the material world are all manifestations 
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of His own personal internal energy. They are never forms of the material energy. The 
ordinary living entities who are manifested in this material world have bodies created by 
the material energy, but when Krsna or any one of His expansions or parts of the 
expansions descends on this material world, although He appears to have a material 
body. His body is not material. He always has a transcendental body. But fools and 
rascals, who are called mudhas, consider Him one of them, and therefore they deride 
Him. They refuse to accept Krsna as the Supreme Personality of Godhead because they 
cannot understand Him. In Bhagavad-gita Krsna says, avajdnanti mdrh mudhdh: IBg. 9.11] 
"Those who are rascals and fools deride Me." When God descends in a form, this does 
not mean that He assumes His form with the help of the material energy. He manifests 
His spiritual form as He exists in His spiritual kingdom. 

SB 3.24.34 

TEXT 34 

3II Meal'll 

^ II 9B II 

d smdbhiprcche 'dya patirh prajdndrh 
tvaydvatlrnarna utdpta-kdmah 
parivrajat-padavlm dsthito 'ham 
carisye tvdrh hrdi yufijan visokah 

SYNONYMS 

d sma abhiprcche —I am inquiring; adya —now; patim —the Lord; prajdndm —of all 
created beings; tvayd —by You; avatirna-rnah —free from debts; uta —and; dpta — 
fulfilled; kdmah —desires; parivrajat —of an itinerant mendicant; padavim —the path; 
dsthitah —accepting; aham —I; carisye —I shall wander; tvdm —You; hrdi —in my heart; 
yunjan —keeping; visokah —free from lamentation. 

TRANSLATION 

Today I have something to ask from You, who are the Lord of all living entities. Since I 
have now been liberated by You from my debts to my father, and since all my desires are 
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fulfilled, I wish to accept the order of an itinerant mendicant. Renouncing this family life, 
I wish to wander about, free from lamentation, thinking always of You in my heart. 

PURPORT 

Actually, sannydsa, or renunciation of material household life, necessitates complete 
absorption in Krsna consciousness and immersion in the self. One does not take 
sannydsa, freedom from family responsibility in the renounced order of life, to make 
another family or to create an embarrassing transcendental fraud in the name of 
sannydsa. The sannydsl's business is not to become proprietor of so many things and 
amass money from the innocent public. A sannydsl is proud that he is always thinking of 
Krsna within himself. Of course, there are two kinds of devotees of the Lord. One is 
called gosthy-dnandl, which means those who are preachers and have many followers for 
preaching the glories of the Lord and who live among those many, many followers just to 
organize missionary activities. Other devotees are dtmdnandi, or self-satisfied, and do 
not take the risk of preaching work. They remain, therefore, alone with God. In this 
classification was Kardama Muni. He wanted to be free from all anxieties and remain 
alone within his heart with the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Parivrdja means "an 
itinerant mendicant." A mendicant sannydsl should not live anywhere for more than 
three days. He must be always moving because his duty is to move from door to door and 
enlighten people about Krsna consciousness. 

SB 3.24.35 


TEXT 35 



iFn #4; mm i 

JFtI ^ ^ II II 

srl-bhagavdn uvdca 
mayd proktarh hi lokasya 
pramdnarh satya-laukike 
athdjani mayd tubhyarh 
yad avocam rtarh mune 

SYNONYMS 
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srl-bhagavdn uvdca —the Supreme Personality of Godhead said; mayd —by Me; 
proktam —spoken; hi —in fact; lokasya —for the people; pramdnam —authority; satya — 
spoken in scripture; laukike —and in ordinary speech; atha —therefore; ajani —there was 
birth; mayd —by Me; tubhyam —to you; yat —that which; avocam —1 said; rtam —true; 
mune —O sage. 


TRANSLATION 

The Personality of Godhead Kapila said: Whatever I speak, whether directly or in the 
scriptures, is authoritative in all respects for the people of the world. O Muni, because I 
told you before that I would become your son, I have descended to fulfill this truth. 

PURPORT 

Kardama Muni was to leave his family life to completely engage in the service of the 
Lord. But since he knew that the Lord Himself, as Kapila, had taken birth in his home as 
his own son, why was he preparing to leave home to search out self-realization or God 
realization? God Himself was present in his home—why should he leave home? Such a 
question may certainly arise. But here it is said that whatever is spoken in the Vedas and 
whatever is practiced in accordance with the injunctions of the Vedas is to be accepted 
as authoritative in society. Vedic authority says that a householder must leave home 
after his fiftieth year. Pancdsordhvarh vanarh vrajet: one must leave his family life and 
enter the forest after the age of fifty. This is an authoritative statement of the Vedas, 
based on the division of social life into four departments of activity— brahmacarya, 
grhastha, vdnaprastha and sannydsa. 

Kardama Muni practiced yoga very rigidly as a brahmacdri before his marriage, and he 
became so powerful and attained so much mystic power that his father, Brahma, ordered 
him to marry and beget children as a householder. Kardama did that also; he begot nine 
good daughters and one son, Kapila Muni, and thus his householder duty was also 
performed nicely, and now his duty was to leave. Even though he had the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead as his son, he had to respect the authority of the Vedas. This is a 
very important lesson. Even if one has God in his home as his son, one should still follow 
the Vedic injunctions. It is stated, mahdjano yena gatah sa panthdh: [Gc. Madhya 17.186] 
one should traverse the path which is followed by great personalities. 

Kardama Muni's example is very instructive, for in spite of having the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead as his son, he left home just to obey the authority of the Vedic 
injunction. Kardama Muni states here the main purpose of his leaving home: while 
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traveling all over the world as a mendicant, he would always remember the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead within his heart and thereby be freed from all the anxieties of 
material existence. In this age of Kali-yuga sannydsa is prohibited because persons in this 
age are all sudras and cannot follow the rules and regulations of sannydsa life. It is very 
commonly found that so-called sannydsls are addicted to nonsense—even to having 
private relationships with women. This is the abominable situation in this age. Although 
they dress themselves as sannydsls, they still cannot free themselves from the four 
principles of sinful life, namely illicit sex life, meat-eating, intoxication and gambling. 
Since they are not freed from these four principles, they are cheating the public by 
posing as svdmis. 

In Kali-yuga the injunction is that no one should accept sannydsa. Of course, those who 
actually follow the rules and regulations must take sannydsa. Generally, however, people 
are unable to accept sannydsa life, and therefore Gaitanya Mahaprabhu stressed, kalau 
ndsty eva ndsty eva na-sty eva gatir anyathd. In this age there is no other alternative, no 
other alternative, no other alternative than to chant the holy name of the Lord: Hare 
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare. The main purpose of sannydsa life is to be 
in constant companionship with the Supreme Lord, either by thinking of Him within 
the heart or hearing of Him through aural reception. In this age, hearing is more 
important than thinking because one's thinking may be disturbed by mental agitation, 
but if one concentrates on hearing, he will be forced to associate with the sound 
vibration of Krsna. Krsna and the sound vibration "Krsna" are nondifferent, so if one 
loudly vibrates Hare Krsna, he will be able to think of Krsna immediately. This process 
of chanting is the best process of self-realization in this age; therefore Lord Gaitanya 
preached it so nicely for the benefit of all humanity. 


TEXT 36 


SB 3.24.36 


JIWStRFT II II 


etan me janma lake 'smin 
mumuksundrh durdsaydt 
prasankhydndya tattvdndm 
sammatdydtma-darsane 
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SYNONYMS 


etat —this; me —My; janma —birth; lake —in the world; asmin —in this; mumuksundm — 
by those great sages seeking liberation; durasayat —from unnecessary material desires; 
prasankhydndya —for explaining; tattvdndm —of the truths; sammatdya —which is highly 
esteemed; dtma-darsane —in self-realization. 

TRANSLATION 

My appearance in this world is especially to explain the philosophy of Sankhya, which is 
highly esteemed for self-realization by those desiring freedom from the entanglement of 
unnecessary material desires. 


PURPORT 

Here the word durdsaydt is very significant. Dur refers to trouble or duhkha, miseries. 
Asaydt means "from the shelter." We conditioned souls have taken shelter of the 
material body, which is full of troubles and miseries. Foolish people cannot understand 
the situation, and this is called ignorance, illusion, or the spell of mdyd. Human society 
should very seriously understand that the body itself is the source of all miserable life. 
Modern civilization is supposed to be making advancement in scientific knowledge, but 
what is this scientific knowledge? It is based on bodily comforts only, without knowledge 
that however comfortably one maintains his body, the body is destructible. As stated in 
Bhagavad-gltd, antavanta ime dehdh: these bodies are destined to be destroyed. 
Nityasyoktdh sarlrinah refers to the living soul, or the living spark, within the body. That 
soul is eternal, but the body is not eternal. For our activity we must have a body; without 
a body, without sense organs, there is no activity. But people are not inquiring whether 
it is possible to have an eternal body. Actually they aspire for an eternal body because 
even though they engage in sense enjoyment, that sense enjoyment is not eternal. They 
are therefore in want of something which they can enjoy eternally, but they do not 
understand how to attain that perfection. Sankhya philosophy, therefore, as stated 
herein by Kapiladeva, is tattvdndm. The Sankhya philosophy system is designed to afford 
understanding of the real truth. What is that real truth? The real truth is knowledge of 
how to get out of the material body, which is the source of all trouble. Lord Kapila's 
incarnation, or descent, is especially meant for this purpose. That is clearly stated here. 

SB 3.24.37 

TEXT 37 
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esa dtma-patho 'vyakto 
nastah kdlena bhuyasd 
tarn pravartayiturh deham 
imarh viddhi mayd bhrtam 

SYNONYMS 

esah —this; dtma-pathah —path of self-realization; avyaktah —difficult to be known; 
nastah —lost; kdlena bhuyasd —in the course of time; tarn —this; pravartayitum —to 
introduce again; deham —body; imam —this; viddhi —please know; mayd —by Me; 
bhrtam —assumed. 


TRANSLATION 

This path of self-realization, which is difficult to understand, has now been lost in the 
course of time. Please know that I have assumed this body of Kapila to introduce and 
explain this philosophy to human society again. 

PURPORT 

It is not true that Sankhya philosophy is a new system of philosophy introduced by 
Kapila as material philosophers introduce new kinds of mental speculative thought to 
supersede that of another philosopher. On the material platform, everyone, especially 
the mental speculator, tries to be more prominent than others. The field of activity of 
the speculators is the mind; there is no limit to the different ways in which one can 
agitate the mind. The mind can be unlimitedly agitated, and thus one can put forward 
an unlimited number of theories. Sankhya philosophy is not like that; it is not mental 
speculation. It is factual, but at the time of Kapila it was lost. 

In due course of time, a particular type of knowledge may be lost or may be covered for 
the time being; that is the nature of this material world. A similar statement was made 
by Lord Krsna in Bhagavad-gltd. Sa kdleneha mahatd yogo nastah: "In course of time the 
yoga system as stated in Bhagavad-gltd was lost." It was coming in parampard, in disciplic 
succession, but due to the passage of time it was lost. The time factor is so pressing that 
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in the course of time everything within this material world is spoiled or lost. The yoga 
system of Bhagavad-gltd was lost before the meeting of Krsna and Arjuna. Therefore 
Krsna again enunciated the same ancient yoga system to Arjuna, who could actually 
understand Bhagavad-gita. Similarly, Kapila also said that the system of Sankhya 
philosophy was not exactly being introduced by Him; it was already current, but in 
course of time it was mysteriously lost, and therefore He appeared to reintroduce it. 
That is the purpose of the incarnation of Godhead. Yada yada hi dharmasya gldnir 
bhavati bhdrata IBg. 4.7]. Dharma means the real occupation of the living entity. When 
there is a discrepancy in the eternal occupation of the living entity, the Lord comes and 
introduces the real occupation of life. Any so-called religious system that is not in the 
line of devotional service is called adharma-sarfisthdpana. When people forget their 
eternal relationship with God and engage in something other than devotional service, 
their engagement is called irreligion. How one can get out of the miserable condition of 
material life is stated in Sankhya philosophy, and the Lord Himself is explaining this 
sublime system. 


TEXT 38 


SB 3.24.38 


qf II II 


gaccha kdmarh maydprsto 
mayi sannyasta-karmand 
jitvd sudurjayarh mrtyum 
amrtatvdya mdrh bhaja 


SYNONYMS 

gaccha —go; kdmam —as you wish; mayd —by Me; dprstah —sanctioned; mayi —to Me; 
sannyasta —completely surrendered; karmand —with your activities; jitvd —having 
conquered; sudurjayam —insurmountable; mrtyum —death; amrtatvdya —for eternal life; 
mam—unto Me; bhaja —engage in devotional service. 


TRANSLATION 

Now, being sanctioned by Me, go as you desire, surrendering all your activities to Me. 
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Conquering insurmountable death, worship Me for eternal life. 

PURPORT 

The purpose of Sankhya philosophy is stated herein. If anyone wants real, eternal life, 
he has to engage himself in devotional service, or Krsna consciousness. To become free 
from birth and death is not an easy task. Birth and death are natural to this material 
body. Sudurjayam means "very, very difficult to overcome." The modern so-called 
scientists do not have sufficient means to understand the process of victory over birth 
and death. Therefore, they set aside the question of birth and death; they do not 
consider it. They simply engage in the problems of the material body, which is transient 
and sure to end. 

Actually, human life is meant for conquering the insurmountable process of birth and 
death. That can be done as stated here. Mam bhaja: one must engage in the devotional 
service of the Lord. In Bhagavad-gltd also the Lord says, man-mand bhava mad-bhaktah: 
"Just become My devotee. Just worship Me." [Bg. 9.34] But foolish so-called scholars say 
that it is not Krsna whom we must worship and to whom we must surrender; it is 
something else. Without Krsna's mercy, therefore, no one can understand the Sankhya 
philosophy or any philosophy which is especially meant for liberation. Vedic knowledge 
confirms that one becomes entangled in this material life because of ignorance and that 
one can become free from material embarrassment by becoming situated in factual 
knowledge. Sankhya means that factual knowledge by which one can get out of the 
material entanglement. 

SB 3.24.39 

TEXT 39 

II 3'^ II 

mam dtmdnarh svayarh-jyotih 
sarva-bhuta-guhdsayam 
dtmany evdtmand vlksya 
visoko 'bhayam rcchasi 

SYNONYMS 
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mam —Me; dtmdnam —the Supreme Soul, or Paramatma; svayam-jyotih —self-effulgent; 
sarva-bhuta —of all beings; guhd —in the hearts; dsayam —dwelling; dtmani —in your 
own heart; eva —indeed; dtmand —through your intellect; viksya —always seeing, always 
thinking; visokah —free from lamentation; abhayam —fearlessness; rcchasi —you will 
achieve. 


TRANSLATION 

In your own heart, through your intellect, you will always see Me, the supreme self- 
effulgent soul dwelling within the hearts of all living entities. Thus you will achieve the 
state of eternal life, free from all lamentation and fear. 

PURPORT 

People are very anxious to understand the Absolute Truth in various ways, especially by 
experiencing the brahmajyoti, or Brahman effulgence, by meditation and by mental 
speculation. But Kapiladeva uses the word mdm to emphasize that the Personality of 
Godhead is the ultimate feature of the Absolute Truth. In Bhagavad-gitd the Personality 
of Godhead always says mam, "unto Me," but the rascals misinterpret the clear meaning. 
Mam is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. If one can see the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead as He appears in different incarnations and understand that He has not 
assumed a material body but is present in His own eternal, spiritual form, then one can 
understand the nature of the Personality of Godhead. Since the less intelligent cannot 
understand this point, it is stressed everywhere again and again. Simply by seeing the 
form of the Lord as He presents Himself by His own internal potency as Krsna or Rama 
or Kapila, one can directly see the brahmajyoti, because the brahmajyoti is no more than 
the effulgence of His bodily luster. Since the sunshine is the luster of the sun planet, by 
seeing the sun one automatically sees the sunshine; similarly, by seeing the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead one simultaneously sees and experiences the Paramatma feature 
as well as the impersonal Brahman feature of the Supreme. 

The Bhdgavatam has already enunciated that the Absolute Truth is present in three 
features—in the beginning as the impersonal Brahman, in the next stage as the 
Paramatma in everyone's heart, and, at last, as the ultimate realization of the Absolute 
Truth, Bhagavan, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. One who sees the Supreme 
Person can automatically realize the other features, namely the Paramatma and 
Brahman features of the Lord. The words used here are visoko 'bhayam rcchasi. Simply 
by seeing the Personality of Godhead one realizes everything, and the result is that one 
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becomes situated on the platform where there is no lamentation and no fear. This can 
be attained simply by devotional service to the Personality of Godhead. 

SB 3.24.40 

TEXT 40 

^ ^ M ■MlftdR'-ilft II Ho II 

mdtra adhyatmiklm vidyarh 
samanirh sarva-karmandm 
vitarisye yayd cdsau 
bhayarii cdtitarisyati 

SYNONYMS 

mdtre —to My mother; ddhydtmiklm —which opens the door of spiritual life; vidydm — 
knowledge; samanlm —ending; sarva-karmandm —all fruitive activities; vitarisye —1 shall 
give; yayd —by which; ca —also; asau —she; bhayam —fear; ca —also; atitarisyati —will 
overcome. 


TRANSLATION 

I shall also describe this sublime knowledge, which is the door to spiritual life, to My 
mother, so that she also can attain perfection and self-realization, ending all reactions to 
fruitive activities. Thus she also will be freed from all material fear. 

PURPORT 

Kardama Muni was anxious about his good wife, Devahuti, while leaving home, and so 
the worthy son promised that not only would Kardama Muni be freed from the material 
entanglement, but Devahuti would also be freed by receiving instruction from her son. 

A very good example is set here: the husband goes away, taking the sannydsa order for 
self-realization, but his representative, the son, who is equally educated, remains at home 
to deliver the mother. A sannydsl is not supposed to take his wife with him. At the 
vdnaprastha stage of retired life, or the stage midway between householder life and 
renounced life, one may keep his wife as an assistant without sex relations, but in the 
sannydsa order of life one cannot keep his wife with him. Otherwise, a person like 
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Kardama Muni could have kept his wife with him, and there would have been no 
hindrance to his prosecution of self-realization. 

Kardama Muni followed the Vedic injunction that no one in sannydsa life can have any 
kind of relationship with women. But what is the position of a woman who is left by her 
husband? She is entrusted to the son, and the son promises that he will deliver his 
mother from entanglement. A woman is not supposed to take sannydsa. So-called 
spiritual societies concocted in modern times give sannydsa even to women, although 
there is no sanction in the Vedic literature for a woman's accepting sannydsa. 
Otherwise, if it were sanctioned, Kardama Muni could have taken his wife and given 
her sannydsa. The woman must remain at home. She has only three stages of life: 
dependency on the father in childhood, dependency on the husband in youth and, in 
old age, dependency on the grown-up son, such as Kapila. In old age the progress of 
woman depends on the grown-up son. The ideal son, Kapila Muni, is assuring His father 
of the deliverance of His mother so that His father may go peacefully without anxiety 
for his good wife. 


TEXT 41 


SB 3.24.41 


^ 3RIJT 5 II 8? II 


maitreya uvdca 
evarfi samuditas tena 
kapilena prajdpatih 
daksini-krtya tarn prito 
vanam eva jagdma ha 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —the great sage Maitreya said; evam —thus; samuditah —addressed; 
tena —by Him; kapilena —by Kapila; prajdpatih —the progenitor of human society; 
daksini-krtya —having circumambulated; tarn —Him; pritah —being pacified; vanam —to 
the forest; eva —indeed; jagdma —he left; ha —then. 

TRANSLATION 
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Sri Maitreya said: Thus when Kardama Muni, the progenitor of human society, was 
spoken to in fullness hy his son, Kapila, he circumambulated Him, and with a good, 
pacified mind he at once left for the forest. 

PURPORT 

Going to the forest is compulsory for everyone. It is not a mental excursion upon which 
one person goes and another does not. Everyone should go to the forest at least as a 
vdnaprastha. Forest—going means to take one-hundred—percent shelter of the 
Supreme Lord, as explained by Prahlada Maharaja in his talks with his father. Sadd 
samudvigna-dhiydm (SB 7.5.5). People who have accepted a temporary, material body are 
always full of anxieties. One should not, therefore, be very much affected by this 
material body, but should try to be freed. The preliminary process to become freed is to 
go to the forest or give up family relationships and exclusively engage in Krsna 
consciousness. That is the purpose of going to the forest. Otherwise, the forest is only a 
place of monkeys and wild animals. To go to the forest does not mean to become a 
monkey or a ferocious animal. It means to accept exclusively the shelter of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead and engage oneself in full service. One does not actually have to 
go to the forest. At the present moment this is not at all advisable for a man who has 
spent his life all along in big cities. As explained by Prahlada Maharaja (hitvdtma-pdtarn 
grham andha-kupam), one should not remain always engaged in the responsibilities of 
family life because family life without Krsna consciousness is just like a blind well. Alone 
in a field, if one falls into a blind well and no one is there to save him, he may cry for 
years, and no one will see or hear where the crying is coming from. Death is sure. 
Similarly, those who are forgetful of their eternal relationship with the Supreme Lord 
are in the blind well of family life; their position is very ominous. Prahlada Maharaja 
advised that one should give up this well somehow or other and take to Krsna 
consciousness and thus be freed from material entanglement, which is full of anxieties. 

SB 3.24.42 

TEXT 42 

H 3Il|^ I 

II II 

vratarh sa dsthito maunam 
dtmaika-sarano munih 


342 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 






nihsango vyacarat ksonim 
anagnir aniketanah 

SYNONYMS 

vratam —vow; sah —he (Kardama); dsthitah —accepted; maunam —silence; dtma —by the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; eka —exclusively; saranah —being sheltered; munih — 
the sage; nihsangah —without association; vyacarat —he traveled; ksonim —the earth; 
anagnih —without fire; aniketanah —without shelter. 

TRANSLATION 

The sage Kardama accepted silence as a vow in order to think of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead and take shelter of Him exclusively. Without association, he traveled over the 
surface of the globe as a sannyasi, devoid of any relationship with fire or shelter. 

PURPORT 

Here the words anagnir aniketanah are very significant. A sannydsl should be completely 
detached from fire and any residential quarters. A grhastha has a relationship with fire, 
either for offering sacrifices or for cooking, but a sannydsl is freed from these two 
responsibilities. He does not have to cook or offer fire for sacrifice because he is always 
engaged in Krsna consciousness; therefore he has already accomplished all ritualistic 
performances of religion. Aniketanah means "without lodging." He should not have his 
own house, but should depend completely on the Supreme Lord for his food and lodging. 
He should travel. 

Mauna means "silence." Unless one becomes silent, he cannot think completely about 
the pastimes and activities of the Lord. It is not that because one is a fool and cannot 
speak nicely he therefore takes the vow of mauna. Rather, one becomes silent so that 
people will not disturb him. It is said by Canakya Pandita that a rascal appears very 
intelligent as long as he does not speak. But speaking is the test. The so-called silence of 
a silent impersonalist svdml indicates that he has nothing to say; he simply wants to beg. 
But the silence adopted by Kardama Muni was not like that. He became silent for relief 
from nonsensical talk. One is called a muni when he remains grave and does not talk 
nonsense. Maharaja Ambarisa set a very good example; whenever he spoke, he spoke 
about the pastimes of the Lord. Mauna necessitates refraining from nonsensical talking, 
and engaging the talking facility in the pastimes of the Lord. In that way one can chant 
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and hear about the Lord in order to perfect his life. Vratam means that one should take 
a vow as explained in Bhagavad-gltd, amdnitvam adambhitvam, without hankering for 
personal respect and without being proud of one's material position. Ahimsd means not 
being violent. There are eighteen processes for attaining knowledge and perfection, and 
by his vow, Kardama Muni adopted all the principles of self-realization. 

SB 3.24.43 

TEXT 43 

sinful i 

II 89 II 

mano brahmani yufijdno 
yat tat sad-asatah param 
gundvabhdse viguna 
eka-bhaktydnubhdvite 

SYNONYMS 

manah —mind; brahmani —on the Supreme; yunjdnah —fixing; yat —which; tat —that; 
sat-asatah —cause and effect; param —beyond; guna-avabhdse —who manifests the three 
modes of material nature; vigune —who is beyond the material modes; eka-bhaktyd —by 
exclusive devotion; anubhdvite —who is perceived. 

TRANSLATION 

He fixed his mind upon the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Parabrahman, who is 
beyond cause and effect, who manifests the three modes of material nature, who is 
beyond those three modes, and who is perceived only through unfailing devotional 
service. 


PURPORT 

Whenever there is bhakti, there must be three things present—the devotee, the 
devotion and the Lord. Without these three— bhakta, bhakti and Bhagavan—there is no 
meaning to the word bhakti. Kardama Muni fixed his mind on the Supreme Brahman 
and realized Him through bhakti, or devotional service. This indicates that he fixed his 
mind on the personal feature of the Lord because bhakti cannot be executed unless one 
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has realization of the personal feature of the Absolute Truth. Gundvabhdse: He is 
beyond the three modes of material nature, but it is due to Him that the three modes of 
material nature are manifested. In other words, although the material energy is an 
emanation of the Supreme Lord, He is not affected, as we are, by the modes of material 
nature. We are conditioned souls, but He is not affected, although the material nature 
has emanated from Him. He is the supreme living entity and is never affected by mdyd, 
but we are subordinate, minute living entities, prone to be affected by the limitations of 
mdyd. If he is in constant contact with the Supreme Lord by devotional service, the 
conditioned living entity also becomes freed from the infection of mdyd. This is 
confirmed in Bhagavad-gitd: sa gundn samatityaitdn IBg. 14.26]. A person engaged in 
Krsna consciousness is at once liberated from the influence of the three modes of 
material nature. In other words, once the conditioned soul engages himself in devotional 
service, he also becomes liberated like the Lord. 

SB 3.24.44 

TEXT 44 


I 

II BB II 


nirahankrtir nirmamas ca 
nirdvandvah sama-drk sva-drk 
pratyak-prasdnta-dhlr dhlrah 
prasdntormir ivodadhih 

SYNONYMS 

nirahankrtih —without false ego; nirmamah —without material affection; ca —and; 
nirdvandvah —without duality; sama-drk —seeing equality; sva-drk —seeing himself; 
pratyak —turned inward; prasdnta —perfectly composed; dhih —mind; dhlrah —sober, not 
disturbed; prasdnta —calmed; urmih —whose waves; iva —like; udadhih —the ocean. 

TRANSLATION 

Thus he gradually became unaffected by the false ego of material identity and became free 
from material affection. Undisturbed, equal to everyone and without duality, he could 
indeed see himself also. His mind was turned inward and was perfectly calm, like an 
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ocean unagitated by waves. 


PURPORT 

When one's mind is in full Krsna consciousness and one fully engages in rendering 
devotional service to the Lord, he becomes just like an ocean unagitated by waves. This 
very example is also cited in Bhagavad-gltd: one should become like the ocean. The 
ocean is filled by many thousands of rivers, and millions of tons of its water evaporates 
into clouds, yet the ocean is the same unagitated ocean. The laws of nature may work, 
but if one is fixed in devotional service at the lotus feet of the Lord, he is not agitated, 
for he is introspective. He does not look outside to material nature, but he looks in to 
the spiritual nature of his existence; with a sober mind, he simply engages in the service 
of the Lord. Thus he realizes his own self without false identification with matter and 
without affection for material possessions. Such a great devotee is never in trouble with 
others because he sees everyone from the platform of spiritual understanding; he sees 
himself and others in the right perspective. 

SB 3.24.45 

TEXT 45 

grPSRH; II II 

vasudeve bhagavati 
sarva-jne pratyag-dtmani 
parena bhakti-bhdvena 
labdhdtmd mukta-bandhanah 

SYNONYMS 

vdsudeve —to Vasudeva; bhagavati —the Personality of Godhead; sarva-jne —omniscient; 
pratyak-dtmani —the Supersoul within everyone; parena —transcendental; bhakti- 
bhdvena —by devotional service; labdha-dtmd —being situated in himself; mukta- 
bandhanah —liberated from material bondage. 

TRANSLATION 

He thus became liberated from conditioned life and became self-situated in transcendental 
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devotional service to the Personality of Godhead, Vasudeva, the omniscient Super soul 
within everyone. 


PURPORT 

When one engages in the transcendental devotional service of the Lord one becomes 
aware that his constitutional position, as an individual soul, is to be eternally a servitor 
of the Supreme Lord, Vasudeva. Self-realization does not mean that because the 
Supreme Soul and the individual soul are both souls they are equal in every respect. The 
individual soul is prone to be conditioned, and the Supreme Soul is never conditioned. 
When the conditioned soul realizes that he is subordinate to the Supreme Soul, his 
position is called labdhdtmd, self-realization, or mukta-bandhana, freedom from material 
contamination. Material contamination continues as long as one thinks that he is as 
good as the Supreme Lord or is equal with Him. This condition is the last snare of mdyd. 
Mdyd always influences the conditioned soul. Even after much meditation and 
speculation, if one continues to think himself one with the Supreme Lord, it is to be 
understood that he is still in the last snares of the spell of mdyd. 

The word parena is very significant, para means "transcendental, untinged by material 
contamination." Full consciousness that one is an eternal servant of the Lord is called 
pard bhakti. If one has any identification with material things and executes devotional 
service for attainment of some material gain, that is viddhd bhakti, contaminated bhakti. 
One can actually become liberated by execution of pard bhakti. 

Another word mentioned here is sarva jne. The Supersoul sitting within the heart is all- 
cognizant. He knows. I may forget my past activities due to the change of body, but 
because the Supreme Lord as Paramatma is sitting within me. He knows everything; 
therefore the result of my past karma, or past activities, is awarded to me. I may forget, 
but He awards me suffering or enjoyment for the misdeeds or good deeds of my past life. 
One should not think that he is freed from reaction because he has forgotten the actions 
of his past life. Reactions will take place, and what kind of reactions there will be is 
judged by the Supersoul, the witness. 

SB 3.24.46 

TEXT 46 

3IF1R I 

w# II 8? II 
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dtmdnarh sarva-bhutesu 
bhagavantam avasthitam 
apasyat sarva-bhutdni 
bhagavaty api cdtmani 

SYNONYMS 

dtmdnam —the Supersoul; sarva-bhutesu —in all living beings; bhagavantam —the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; avasthitam —situated; apasyat —he saw; sarva- 
bhutdni —all living beings; bhagavati —in the Supreme Personality of Godhead; api — 
moreover; ca —and; dtmani —on the Supersoul. 

TRANSLATION 

He began to see that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is seated in everyone's heart, 
and that everyone is existing on Him, because He is the Supersoul of everyone. 

PURPORT 

That everyone is existing on the Supreme Personality of Godhead does not mean that 
everyone is also Godhead. This is also explained in Bhagavad-gltd: everything is resting 
on Him, the Supreme Lord, but that does not mean that the Supreme Lord is also 
everywhere. This mysterious position has to be understood by highly advanced devotees. 
There are three kinds of devotees—the neophyte devotee, the intermediate devotee and 
the advanced devotee. The neophyte devotee does not understand the techniques of 
devotional science, but simply offers devotional service to the Deity in the temple; the 
intermediate devotee understands who God is, who is a devotee, who is a nondevotee 
and who is innocent, and he deals with such persons differently. But a person who sees 
that the Lord is sitting as Paramatma in everyone's heart and that everything is 
depending or existing on the transcendental energy of the Supreme Lord is in the 
highest devotional position. 

SB 3.24.47 

TEXT 47 

5?rai II 8^3 II 
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iccha-dvesa-vihlnena 
sarvatra sama-cetasd 
bhagavad-bhakti-yuktena 
prdptd bhdgavati gatih 

SYNONYMS 

icchd —desire; dvesa —and hatred; vihlnena —freed from; sarvatra —everywhere; sama — 
equal; cetasd —with the mind; bhagavat —unto the Personality of Godhead; bhakti- 
yuktena —by discharging devotional service; prdptd —was attained; bhdgavati gatih —the 
destination of the devotee (going back home, back to Godhead). 

TRANSLATION 

Freed from all hatred and desire, Kardama Muni, being equal to everyone because of 
discharging uncontaminated devotional service, ultimately attained the path back to 
Godhead. 


PURPORT 

As stated in Bhagavad-gltd, only by devotional service can one understand the 
transcendental nature of the Supreme Lord and, after understanding Him perfectly in 
His transcendental position, enter into the kingdom of God. The process of entering 
into the kingdom of God is tri-pdda-bhuti-gati, or the path back home, back to Godhead, 
by which one can attain the ultimate goal of life. Kardama Muni, by his perfect 
devotional knowledge and service, achieved this ultimate goal, which is known as 
bhdgavati gatih. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Twenty-fourth Chapter, of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "The Renunciation of Kardama Muni." 


25. The Glories of Devotional Service 


SB 3.25.1 
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TEXTl 


II ? II 

saunaka uvdca 
kapilas tattva-sankhydtd 
bhagavdn dtma-mdyayd 
jdtah svayam ajah sdksdd 
dtma-prajnaptaye nrndm 

SYNONYMS 

saunakah uvdca —Sri Saunaka said; kapilah —Lord Kapila; tattva —of the truth; 
sarikhydtd —the expounder; bhagavdn —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; dtma- 
mdyayd —by His internal potency; jdtah —took birth; svayam —Himself; ajah —unborn; 
sdksdt —in person; dtma-prajnaptaye —to disseminate transcendental knowledge; 
nrndm —for the human race. 


TRANSLATION 

Sri Saunaka said; Although He is unborn, the Supreme Personality of Godhead took 
birth as Kapila Muni by His internal potency. He descended to disseminate 
transcendental knowledge for the benefit of the whole human race. 

PURPORT 

The word dtma-prajnaptaye indicates that the Lord descends for the benefit of the 
human race to give transcendental knowledge. Material necessities are quite sufficiently 
provided for in the Vedic knowledge, which offers a program for good living conditions 
and gradual elevation to the platform of goodness. In the mode of goodness one's 
knowledge expands. On the platform of passion there is no knowledge, for passion is 
simply an impetus to enjoy material benefits. On the platform of ignorance there is no 
knowledge and no enjoyment, but simply life almost like that of animals. 

The Vedas are meant to elevate one from the mode of ignorance to the platform of 
goodness. When one is situated in the mode of goodness he is able to understand 
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knowledge of the self, or transcendental knowledge. This knowledge cannot be 
appreciated by any ordinary man. Therefore, since a disciplic succession is required, this 
knowledge is expounded either by the Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself or by 

A 

His bona fide devotee. Saunaka Muni also states here that Kapila, the incarnation of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, took birth, or appeared, simply to appreciate and 
disseminate transcendental knowledge. Simply to understand that one is not matter but 
spirit soul (aharh brahmdsmi: "I am by nature Brahman") is not sufficient knowledge for 
understanding the self and his activities. One must be situated in the activities of 
Brahman. Knowledge of those activities is explained by the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead Himself. Such transcendental knowledge can be appreciated in human society 
but not in animal society, as clearly indicated here by the word nrndm, "for the human 
beings." Human beings are meant for regulated life. By nature, there is regulation in 
animal life also, but that is not like the regulative life as described in the scriptures or by 
the authorities. Human life is regulated life, not animal life. In regulated life only can 
one understand transcendental knowledge. 

SB 3.25.2 

TEXT 2 

a UFT ^ I 

II 5 II 

na hy asya varsmanah purhsdrh 
varimnah sarva-yogindm 
visrutau sruta-devasya 
bhuri trpyanti me 'savah 

SYNONYMS 

na —not; hi —indeed; asya —about Him; varsmanah —the greatest; pumsdm —among 
men; varimnah —the foremost; sarva —all; yogindm —of yogis; visrutau —in hearing; 
huta-devasya —the master of the Vedas; bhuri —repeatedly; trpyanti —are sated; me— 
my; asavah —senses. 


TRANSLATION 


Saunaka continued: There is no one who knows more than the Lord Himself. No one is 
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more worshipable or more mature a yogi than He. He is therefore the master of the 
Vedas, and to hear about Him always is the actual pleasure of the senses. 

PURPORT 

In Bhagavad-gita it is stated that no one can be equal to or greater than the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. This is confirmed in the Vedas also: e/co bahundrh yo vidadhati 
kdmdn. He is the supreme living entity and is supplying the necessities of all other living 
entities. Thus all other living entities, both visnu-tattva and jlva-tattva, are subordinate 
to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna. The same concept is confirmed here. Na 
hy asya varsmanah purhsdm: amongst the living entities, no one can surpass the Supreme 
Person because no one is richer, more famous, stronger, more beautiful, wiser or more 
renounced than He. These qualifications make Him the Supreme Godhead, the cause of 
all causes. Yogis are very proud of performing wonderful feats, but no one can compare 
to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

Anyone who is associated with the Supreme Lord is accepted as a first-class yogi. 
Devotees may not be as powerful as the Supreme Lord, but by constant association with 
the Lord they become as good as the Lord Himself. Sometimes the devotees act more 
powerfully than the Lord. Of course, that is the Lord's concession. 

Also used here is the word varimnah, meaning "the most worshipful of all yogis." To hear 
from Krsna is the real pleasure of the senses; therefore He is known as Govinda, for by 
His words, by His teachings, by His instruction—by everything connected with Him— 
He enlivens the senses. Whatever He instructs is from the transcendental platform, and 
His instructions, being absolute, are nondifferent from Him. Hearing from Krsna or His 
expansion or plenary expansion like Kapila is very pleasing to the senses. Bhagavad-gUd 
can be read or heard many times, but because it gives great pleasure, the more one reads 
Bhagavad-gitd the more he gets the appetite to read and understand it, and each time he 
gets new enlightenment. That is the nature of the transcendental message. Similarly, we 
find that transcendental happiness in the Srlmad-Bhdgavatam. The more we hear and 
chant the glories of the Lord, the more we become happy. 

SB 3.25.3 

TEXT 3 

^ ^ II ? II 
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yad yad vidhatte bhagavdn 
svacchandatmatma-mayaya 
tdni me sraddadhdnasya 
klrtanydny anukirtaya 

SYNONYMS 

yat yat —whatever; vidhatte —He performs; bhagavdn —the Personality of Godhead; sva- 
chanda-dtmd —full of self-desire; dtma-mdyayd —by His internal potency; tdni —all of 
them; me —to me; sraddadhdnasya —faithful; klrtanydni —worthy of praise; anukirtaya — 
please describe. 


TRANSLATION 

Therefore please precisely describe all the activities and pastimes of the Personality of 
Godhead, who is full of self-desire and who assumes all these activities by His internal 
potency. 


PURPORT 

The word anukirtaya is very significant. Anukirtaya means to follow the description-not 
to create a concocted mental description, but to follow. Saunaka Rsi requested Suta 
Gosvami to describe what he had actually heard from his spiritual master, Sukadeva 
Gosvami, about the transcendental pastimes the Lord manifested by His internal energy. 
Bhagavan, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, has no material body, but He can 
assume any kind of body by His supreme will. That is made possible by His internal 
energy. 

SB 3.25.4 

TEXT 4 

II H II 

suta uvdca 

dvaipdyana-sakhas tv evarh 
maitreyo bhagavdrhs tathd 
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prahedarh vidurarh prlta 
dnvlksikydrh pracoditah 

SYNONYMS 

sutah uvdca —Suta Gosvami said; dvaipdyana-sakhah —friend of Vyasadeva; tu —then; 
evam —thus; maitreyah —Maitreya; bhagavdn —worshipful; tathd —in that way; prdha — 
spoke; idam —this; viduram —to Vidura; pritah —being pleased; dnvlksikydm —about 
transcendental knowledge; pracoditah —being asked. 

TRANSLATION 

Sri Suta Gosvami said: The most powerful sage Maitreya was a friend of Vyasadeva. 
Being encouraged and pleased by Vidura* s inquiry about transcendental knowledge, 
Maitreya spoke as follows. 


PURPORT 

Questions and answers are very satisfactorily dealt with when the inquirer is bona fide 
and the speaker is also authorized. Here Maitreya is considered a powerful sage, and 
therefore he is also described as bhagavdn. This word can be used not only for the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead but for anyone who is almost as powerful as the 
Supreme Lord. Maitreya is addressed as bhagavdn because he was spiritually far 
advanced. He was a personal friend of Dvaipayana Vyasadeva, a literary incarnation of 
the Lord. Maitreya was very pleased with the inquiries of Vidura because they were the 
inquiries of a bona fide, advanced devotee. Thus Maitreya was encouraged to answer. 
When there are discourses on transcendental topics between devotees of equal 
mentality, the questions and answers are very fruitful and encouraging. 

SB 3.25.5 

TEXTS 

II II 

maitreya uvdca 
pitari prasthite 'ranyarh 
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mdtuh priya-ciklrsayd 
tasmin bindusare 'vdtsid 
bhagavdn kapilah kila 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —Maitreya said; pitari —when the father; prasthite —left; aranyam —for 
the forest; mdtuh —His mother; priya-ciklrsayd —with a desire to please; tasmin —on 
that; bindusare —Lake Bindu-sarovara; avdtsit —He stayed; bhagavdn —the Lord; 
kapilah —Kapila; kila —indeed. 


TRANSLATION 

Maitreya said: When Kardama left for the forest, Lord Kapila stayed on the strand of the 
Bindu-sarovara to please His mother, Devahuti. 

PURPORT 

In the absence of the father it is the duty of the grown son to take charge of his mother 
and serve her to the best of his ability so that she will not feel separation from her 
husband, and it is the duty of the husband to leave home as soon as there is a grown son 
to take charge of his wife and family affairs. That is the Vedic system of household life. 
One should not remain continually implicated in household affairs up to the time of 
death. He must leave. Family affairs and the wife may be taken charge of by a grown son. 

SB 3.25.6 

TEXT 6 

qig: II § II 

tarn dslnam akarmdnarh 
tattva-mdrgdgra-darsanam 
sva-sutam devahuty dha 
dhdtuh samsmaratl vacah 

SYNONYMS 
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tam —to Him (Kapila); dslnam —seated; akarmdnam —at leisure; tattva —of the Absolute 
Truth; mdrga-agra —the ultimate goal; darsanam —who could show; sva-sutam —her son; 
devahutih —Devahuti; dha —said; dhdtuh —of Brahma; sarhsmarati —remembering; 
vacah —the words. 


TRANSLATION 

When Kapila, who could show her the ultimate goal of the Absolute Truth, was sitting 
leisurely before her, Devahuti remembered the words Brahma had spoken to her, and she 
therefore began to question Kapila as follows. 

SB 3.25.7 

TEXT? 

^ JtraFKT JRI II 'S II 

devahutir uvdca 
nirvinnd nitardm bhumann 
asad-indriya-tarsandt 
yena sambhdvyamdnena 
prapanndndham tamah prabho 

SYNONYMS 

devahutih uvdca —Devahuti said; nirvinnd —disgusted; nitardm —very; bhuman —O my 
Lord; asat —impermanent; indriya —of the senses; tarsandt —from agitation; yena —by 
which; sambhdvyamdnena —being prevalent; prapannd —I have fallen; andham tamah — 
into the abyss of ignorance; prabho —O my Lord. 

TRANSLATION 

Devahuti said: I am very sick of the disturbance caused by my material senses, for 
because of this sense disturbance, my Lord, I have fallen into the abyss of ignorance. 

PURPORT 
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Here the word asad-indriya-tarsanat is significant. Asat means "impermanent," 
"temporary," and indriya means "senses." Thus asad-indriya-tarsanat means "from being 
agitated by the temporarily manifest senses of the material body." We are evolving 
through different statuses of material bodily existence—sometimes in a human body, 
sometimes in an animal body—and therefore the engagements of our material senses are 
also changing. Anything which changes is called temporary, or asat. We should know 
that beyond these temporary senses are our permanent senses, which are now covered by 
the material body. The permanent senses, being contaminated by matter, are not acting 
properly. Devotional service, therefore, involves freeing the senses from this 
contamination. When the contamination is completely removed and the senses act in 
the purity of unalloyed Krsna consciousness, we have reached sad-indriya, or eternal 
sensory activities. Eternal sensory activities are called devotional service, whereas 
temporary sensory activities are called sense gratification. Unless one becomes tired of 
material sense gratification, there is no opportunity to hear transcendental messages 
from a person like Kapila. Devahuti expressed that she was tired. Now that her husband 
had left home, she wanted to get relief by hearing the instructions of Lord Kapila. 

SB 3.25.8 

TEXTS 

^ ^ II = II 

tasya warn tamaso 'ndhasya 
dusparasyadya pdragam 
sac-caksur janmandm ante 
labdharh me tvad-anugrahat 

SYNONYMS 

tasya —that; warn —You; tamasah —ignorance; andhasya —darkness; dusparasya — 
difficult to cross; adya —now; para-gam —crossing over; sat —transcendental; caksuh — 
eye; janmandm —of births; ante —at the end; labdham —attained; me—my; tvat- 
anugrahdt —by Your mercy. 


TRANSLATION 
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Your Lordship is my only means of getting out of this darkest region of ignorance because 
You are my transcendental eye, which, hy Your mercy only, I have attained after many, 
many hirths. 


PURPORT 

This verse is very instructive, since it indicates the relationship between the spiritual 
master and the disciple. The disciple or conditioned soul is put into this darkest region 
of ignorance and therefore is entangled in the material existence of sense gratification. 

It is very difficult to get out of this entanglement and attain freedom, but if one is 
fortunate enough to get the association of a spiritual master like Kapila Muni or His 
representative, then by his grace one can be delivered from the mire of ignorance. The 
spiritual master is therefore worshiped as one who delivers the disciple from the mire of 
ignorance with the light of the torch of knowledge. The word pdragam is very 
significant, pdragam refers to one who can take the disciple to the other side. This side is 
conditioned life; the other side is the life of freedom. The spiritual master takes the 
disciple to the other side by opening his eyes with knowledge. We are suffering simply 
because of ignorance. By the instruction of the spiritual master, the darkness of 
ignorance is removed, and thus the disciple is enabled to go to the side of freedom. It is 
stated in Bhagavad-gltd that after many, many births one surrenders to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Similarly, if, after many, many births, one is able to find a bona 
fide spiritual master and surrender to such a bona fide representative of Krsna, one can 
be taken to the side of light. 

SB 3.25.9 

TEXT 9 

^ II II 

ya ddyo bhagavdn purhsdm 
Isvaro vai bhavdn kila 
lokasya tamasdndhasya 
caksuh surya ivoditah 

SYNONYMS 
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yah —He who; adyah —the origin; bhagavdn —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; 
purhsdm —of all living entities; Isvarah —the Lord; vai —in fact; bhavdn —You; kila — 
indeed; lokasya —of the universe; tamasd —by the darkness of ignorance; andhasya — 
blinded; caksuh —eye; suryah —the sun; iva —like; uditah —risen. 

TRANSLATION 

You are the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the origin and Supreme Lord of all living 
entities. You have arisen to disseminate the rays of the sun in order to dissipate the 
darkness of the ignorance of the universe. 

PURPORT 

Kapila Muni is accepted as an incarnation of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Krsna. Here the word ddyah means "the origin of all living entities," and pumsdm Isvarah 
means "the Lord (isvara) of the living entities" (isvarah paramah krsnah IBs. 5.1]). Kapila 
Muni is the direct expansion of Krsna, who is the sun of spiritual knowledge. As the sun 
dissipates the darkness of the universe, so when the light of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead comes down, it at once dissipates the darkness of mdyd. We have our eyes, but 
without the light of the sun our eyes are of no value. Similarly, without the light of the 
Supreme Lord, or without the divine grace of the spiritual master, one cannot see things 
as they are. 

SB 3.25.10 

TEXT 10 

II II 

atha me deva sammoham 
apdkrasturh warn arhasi 
yo 'vagraho 'ham mametlty 
etasmin yojitas tvayd 

SYNONYMS 

atha —now; me —my; deva —O Lord; sammoham —delusion; apdkrastum —to dispel; 
warn —You; arhasi —be pleased; yah —which; avagrahah —misconception; aham —I; 
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mama —mine; iti —thus; iti —thus; etasmin —in this; yojitah —engaged; way a —by You. 


TRANSLATION 

Now be pleased, my Lord, to dispel my great delusion. Due to my feeling of false ego, I 
have been engaged by Your may a and have identified myself with the body and 
consequent bodily relations. 


PURPORT 

The false ego of identifying one's body as one's self and of claiming things possessed in 
relationship with this body is called mdyd. In Bhagavad-gUd, Fifteenth Chapter, the Lord 
says, "I am sitting in everyone's heart, and from Me come everyone's remembrance and 
forgetfulness." Devahuti has stated that false identification of the body with the self and 
attachment for possessions in relation to the body are also under the direction of the 
Lord. Does this mean that the Lord discriminates by engaging one in His devotional 
service and another in sense gratification? If that were true, it would be an incongruity 
on the part of the Supreme Lord, but that is not the actual fact. As soon as the living 
entity forgets his real, constitutional position of eternal servitorship to the Lord and 
wants instead to enjoy himself by sense gratification, he is captured by mdyd. This 
capture by mdyd is the consciousness of false identification with the body and 
attachment for the possessions of the body. These are the activities of mdyd, and since 
mdyd is also an agent of the Lord, it is indirectly the action of the Lord. The Lord is 
merciful; if anyone wants to forget Him and enjoy this material world. He gives him full 
facility, not directly but through the agency of His material potency. Therefore, since 
the material potency is the Lord's energy, indirectly it is the Lord who gives the facility 
to forget Him. Devahuti therefore said, "My engagement in sense gratification was also 
due to You. Now kindly get me free from this entanglement." 

By the grace of the Lord one is allowed to enjoy this material world, but when one is 
disgusted with material enjoyment and is frustrated, and when one sincerely surrenders 
unto the lotus feet of the Lord, then the Lord is so kind that He frees one from 
entanglement. Krsna says, therefore, in Bhagavad-gitd, "First of all surrender, and then I 
will take charge of you and free you from all reactions of sinful activities." Sinful 
activities are those activities performed in forgetfulness of our relationship with the 
Lord. In this material world, activities for material enjoyment which are considered to 
be pious are also sinful. For example, one sometimes gives something in charity to a 
needy person with a view to getting back the money four times increased. Giving with 
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the purpose of gaining something is called charity in the mode of passion. Everything 
done here is done in the modes of material nature, and therefore all activities but 
service to the Lord are sinful. Because of sinful activities we become attracted by the 
illusion of material attachment, and we think, "I am this body." I think of the body as 
myself and of bodily possessions as "mine." Devahuti requested Lord Kapila to free her 
from that entanglement of false identification and false possession. 

SB 3.25.11 

TEXT 11 

^ ^ 

II ?? II 

tarn tvd gatdharh sarariarh sarariyarh 
sva-bhrtya-sarnsdra-taroh kuthdram 
jijndsaydharh prakrteh purusasya 
namdmi sad-dharma-viddrfi varistham 

SYNONYMS 

tarn —that person; tvd —unto You; gatd —have gone; aham —I; sarariam —shelter; 
sarariyam —worth taking shelter of; sva-bhrtya —for Your dependents; sarhsdra —of 
material existence; taroh —of the tree; kuthdram —the ax; jijndsayd —with the desire to 
know; aham —I; prakrteh —of matter (woman); purusasya —of spirit (man); namdmi —I 
offer obeisances; sat-dharma —of the eternal occupation; viddm —of the knowers; 
varistham —unto the greatest. 


TRANSLATION 

Devahuti continued: I have taken shelter of Your lotus feet because You are the only 
person of whom to take shelter. You are the ax which can cut the tree of material 
existence. I therefore offer my obeisances unto You, wbo are the greatest of all 
transcendentalists, and I inquire from You as to the relationship between man and woman 
and between spirit and matter. 
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PURPORT 


Sahkhya philosophy, as is well known, deals with prakrti and purusa. Purusa is the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead or anyone who imitates the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead as an enjoyer, and prakrti means "nature." In this material world, material 
nature is being exploited by the purusas, or the living entities. The intricacies in the 
material world of the relationship of the prakrti and purusa, or the enjoyed and the 
enjoyer, is called sarhsdra, or material entanglement. Devahuti wanted to cut the tree of 
material entanglement, and she found the suitable weapon in Kapila Muni. The tree of 
material existence is explained in the Fifteenth Ghapter of Bhagavad-gUa as an asvattha 
tree whose root is upwards and whose branches are downwards. It is recommended there 
that one has to cut the root of this material existential tree with the ax of detachment. 
What is the attachment? The attachment involves prakrti and purusa. The living 
entities are trying to lord it over material nature. Since the conditioned soul takes 
material nature to be the object of his enjoyment and he takes the position of the 
enjoyer, he is therefore called purusa. 

Devahuti questioned Kapila Muni, for she knew that only He could cut her attachment 
to this material world. The living entities, in the guises of men and women, are trying to 
enjoy the material energy; therefore in one sense everyone is purusa because purusa 
means "enjoyer" and prakrti means "enjoyed." In this material world both the so-called 
man and so-called woman are imitating the real purusa; the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead is actually the enjoyer in the transcendental sense, whereas all others are 
prakrti. The living entities are considered prakrti. In Bhagavad-glta, matter is analyzed as 
apard, or inferior nature, whereas beyond this inferior nature there is another, superior 
nature—the living entities. Living entities are also prakrti, or enjoyed, but under the 
spell of mdyd, the living entities are falsely trying to take the position of enjoyers. That 
is the cause of sarinsdra-bandha, or conditional life. Devahuti wanted to get out of 
conditional life and place herself in full surrender. The Lord is saranya, which means 
"the only worthy personality to whom one can fully surrender," because He is full of all 
opulences. If anyone actually wants relief, the best course is to surrender unto the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. The Lord is also described here as sad-dharma-viddrfi 
varistham. This indicates that of all transcendental occupations the best occupation is 
eternal loving service unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Dharma is sometimes 
translated as "religion," but that is not exactly the meaning. Dharma actually means 
"that which one cannot give up," "that which is inseparable from oneself." The warmth 
of fire is inseparable from fire; therefore warmth is called the dharma, or nature, of fire. 
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Similarly, sad-dharma means "eternal occupation." That eternal occupation is 
engagement in the transcendental loving service of the Lord. The purpose of 
Kapiladeva's Sankhya philosophy is to propagate pure, uncontaminated devotional 
service, and therefore He is addressed here as the most important personality amongst 
those who know the transcendental occupation of the living entity. 

SB 3.25.12 

TEXT 12 

II II 

maitreya uvdca 

hi sva-mdtur niravadyam Ipsitarh 
nisamya purhsdm apavarga-vardhanam 
dhiydbhinandydtmavatdm satdrh gatir 
hahhdsa Isat-smita-sobhitdnanah 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —Maitreya said; hi —thus; sva-mdtuh —of His mother; niravadyam — 
uncontaminated; Ipsitam —desire; nisamya —after hearing; purhsdm —of people; 
apavarga —cessation of bodily existence; vardhanam —increasing; dhiyd —mentally; 
abhinandya —having thanked; dtma-vatdm —interested in self-realization; satdm —of the 
transcendentalists; gatih —the path; babhdse —He explained; isat —slightly; smita — 
smiling; sobhita —beautiful; dnanah —His face. 

TRANSLATION 

Maitreya said: After hearing of His mother's uncontaminated desire for transcendental 
realization, the Lord thanked her within Himself for her questions, and thus. His face 
smiling. He explained the path of the transcendentalists, who are interested in self- 
realization. 
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PURPORT 


Devahuti has surrendered her confession of material entanglement and her desire to 
gain release. Her questions to Lord Kapila are very interesting for persons who are 
actually trying to get liberation from material entanglement and attain the perfectional 
stage of human life. Unless one is interested in understanding his spiritual life, or his 
constitutional position, and unless he also feels inconvenience in material existence, his 
human form of life is spoiled. One who does not care for these transcendental 
necessities of life and simply engages like an animal in eating, sleeping, fearing and 
mating has spoiled his life. Lord Kapila was very much satisfied by His mother's 
questions because the answers stimulate one's desire for liberation from the conditional 
life of material existence. Such questions are called apavarga-vardhanam. Those who 
have actual spiritual interest are called sat, or devotees. Satdm prasangdt. Sat means "that 
which eternally exists," and asat means "that which is not eternal." Unless one is situated 
on the spiritual platform, he is not sat; he is asat. The asat stands on a platform which 
will not exist, but anyone who stands on the spiritual platform will exist eternally. As 
spirit soul, everyone exists eternally, but the asat has accepted the material world as his 
shelter, and therefore he is full of anxiety. Asad-grdhdn, the incompatible situation of 
the spirit soul who has the false idea of enjoying matter, is the cause of the soul's being 
asat. Actually, the spirit soul is not asat. As soon as one is conscious of this fact and 
takes to Krsna consciousness, he becomes sat. Satdrh gatih, the path of the eternal, is very 
interesting to persons who are after liberation, and His Lordship Kapila began to speak 
about that path. 

SB 3.25.13 


TEXT 13 



^ ^ II ?? II 

srl-bhagavdn uvdca 
yoga ddhydtmikah purhsdrh 
mato nihsreyasdya me 
atyantoparatir yatra 
duhkhasya ca sukhasya ca 
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SYNONYMS 


srl-bhagavdn uvdca —the Personality of Godhead said; yogah —the yoga system; 
ddhydtmikah —relating to the soul; purhsdm —of living entities; matah —is approved; 
nihsreyasdya —for the ultimate benefit; me —by Me; atyanta —complete; uparatih — 
detachment; yatra —where; duhkhasya —from distress; ca —and; sukhasya —from 
happiness; ca —and. 


TRANSLATION 

The Personality of Godhead answered: The yoga system which relates to the Lord and 
the individual soul, which is meant for the ultimate benefit of the living entity, and which 
causes detachment from all happiness and distress in the material world, is the highest 
yoga system. 


PURPORT 

In the material world, everyone is trying to get some material happiness, but as soon as 
we get some material happiness, there is also material distress. In the material world one 
cannot have unadulterated happiness. Any kind of happiness one has is contaminated 
by distress also. For example, if we want to drink milk then we have to bother to 
maintain a cow and keep her fit to supply milk. Drinking milk is very nice; it is also 
pleasure. But for the sake of drinking milk one has to accept so much trouble. The yoga 
system, as here stated by the Lord, is meant to end all material happiness and material 
distress. The best yoga, as taught in Bhagavad-gltd by Krsna, is bhakti-yoga. It is also 
mentioned in the GUd that one should try to be tolerant and not be disturbed by 
material happiness or distress. Of course, one may say that he is not disturbed by 
material happiness, but he does not know that just after one enjoys so-called material 
happiness, material distress will follow. This is the law of the material world. Lord Kapila 
states that the yoga system is the science of the spirit. One practices yoga in order to 
attain perfection on the spiritual platform. There is no question of material happiness or 
distress. It is transcendental. Lord Kapila will eventually explain how it is 
transcendental, but the preliminary introduction is given here. 

SB 3.25.14 

TEXT 14 
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tam imam te pravaksydmi 
yam avocarh purdnaghe 
rsindrh srotu-kdmdndrh 
yogarh sarvdnga-naipunam 

SYNONYMS 

tam imam —that very; te —to you; pravaksydmi —I shall explain; yam —which; avocam — 
I explained; purd —formerly; anaghe —O pious mother; rsindm —to the sages; srotw- 
kdmdndm —eager to hear; yogam—yoga system; sarva-anga —in all respects; naipunam — 
serviceable and practical. 


TRANSLATION 

O most pious mother, I shall now explain unto you the ancient yoga system, which I 
explained formerly to the great sages. It is serviceable and practical in every way. 

PURPORT 

The Lord does not manufacture a new system of yoga. Sometimes it is claimed that 
someone has become an incarnation of God and is expounding a new theological aspect 
of the Absolute Truth. But here we find that although Kapila Muni is the Lord Himself 
and is capable of manufacturing a new doctrine for His mother, He nevertheless says, "I 
shall just explain the ancient system which I once explained to the great sages because 
they were also anxious to hear about it." When we have a superexcellent process already 
present in Vedic scriptures, there is no need to concoct a new system, to mislead the 
innocent public. At present it has become a fashion to reject the standard system and 
present something bogus in the name of a newly invented process of yoga. 

SB 3.25.15 

TEXT 15 

Htp spqrq ^ ^ II n 11 

cetah khalv asya bandhdya 
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muktaye cdtmano matam 
gunesu saktarh bandhaya 
ratarh vd purhsi muktaye 

SYNONYMS 

cetah —consciousness; khalu —indeed; asya —of him; bandhdya —for bondage; 
muktaye —for liberation; ca —and; dtmanah —of the living entity; matam —is 
considered; gunesu —in the three modes of nature; saktam —attracted; bandhdya —for 
conditional life; ratam —attached; vd —or; purhsi —in the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead; muktaye —for liberation. 


TRANSLATION 

The stage in which the consciousness of the living entity is attracted by the three modes 
of material nature is called conditional life. But when that same consciousness is attached 
to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one is situated in the consciousness of liberation. 

PURPORT 

There is a distinction here between Krsna consciousness and mdyd consciousness. 
Gunesu, or mdyd consciousness, involves attachment to the three material modes of 
nature, under which one works sometimes in goodness and knowledge, sometimes in 
passion and sometimes in ignorance. These different qualitative activities, with the 
central attachment for material enjoyment, are the cause of one's conditional life. When 
the same cetah, or consciousness, is transferred to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Krsna, or when one becomes Krsna conscious, he is on the path of liberation. 

SB 3.25.16 

TEXT 16 

^ ^ HiPt II II 

aharh mamdbhimdnotthaih 
kdma-lobhddibhir malaih 
vltarh yadd manah suddham 
aduhkham asukham samam 
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SYNONYMS 


aham —I; mama —mine; abhimdna —from the misconception; utthaih —produced; 
kdma —lust; lobha —greed; ddibhih —and so on; malaih —from the impurities; vitam — 
freed; yadd —when; manah —the mind; suddham —pure; aduhkham —without distress; 
asukham —without happiness; samam —equipoised. 

TRANSLATION 

When one is completely cleansed of the impurities of lust and greed produced from the 
false identification of the body as "I" and bodily possessions as "mine,” one’s mind 
becomes purified. In that pure state he transcends the stage of so-called material 
happiness and distress. 


PURPORT 

Kdma and lobha are the symptoms of material existence. Everyone always desires to 
possess something. It is said here that desire and greed are the products of false 
identification of oneself with the body. When one becomes free from this 
contamination, then his mind and consciousness also become freed and attain their 
original state. Mind, consciousness and the living entity exist. Whenever we speak of 
the living entity, this includes the mind and consciousness. The difference between 
conditional life and liberated life occurs when we purify the mind and the 
consciousness. When they are purified, one becomes transcendental to material 
happiness and distress. 

In the beginning Lord Kapila has said that perfect yoga enables one to transcend the 
platform of material distress and happiness. How this can be done is explained here: one 
has to purify his mind and consciousness. This can be done by the bhakti-yoga system. As 
explained in the Ndrada-pancardtra, one's mind and senses should be purified (tat- 
paratvena nirmalam ICc. Madhya 19.170]). One's senses must be engaged in devotional 
service to the Lord. That is the process. The mind must have some engagement. One 
cannot make the mind vacant. Of course there are some foolish attempts to try to make 
the mind vacant or void, but that is not possible. The only process that will purify the 
mind is to engage it in Krsna. The mind must be engaged. If we engage our mind in 
Krsna, naturally the consciousness becomes fully purified, and there is no chance of the 
entrance of material desire and greed. 

SB 3.25.17 
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TEXT 17 


^ 3llrHM I 

II W II 

tada purusa dtmdnarh 
kevalarh prakrteh param 
nirantarayfi svayarh-jyotir 
animdnam akhanditam 

SYNONYMS 

tadd —then; purusah —the individual soul; dtmdnam —himself; kevalam —pure; prakrteh 
param —transcendental to material existence; nirantaram —nondifferent; svayam- 
jyotih —self-effulgent; animdnam —infinitesimal; akhanditam —not fragmented. 

TRANSLATION 

At that time the soul can see himself to be transcendental to material existence and 
always self-effulgent, never fragmented, although very minute in size. 

PURPORT 

In the state of pure consciousness, or Krsna consciousness, one can see himself as a 
minute particle nondifferent from the Supreme Lord. As stated in Bhagavad-gltd, the 
jlva, or the individual soul, is eternally part and parcel of the Supreme Lord. Just as the 
sun's rays are minute particles of the brilliant constitution of the sun, so a living entity is 
a minute particle of the Supreme Spirit. The individual soul and the Supreme Lord are 
not separated as in material differentiation. The individual soul is a particle from the 
very beginning. One should not think that because the individual soul is a particle, it is 
fragmented from the whole spirit. Mayavada philosophy enunciates that the whole spirit 
exists, but a part of it, which is called the jlva, is entrapped by illusion. This philosophy, 
however, is unacceptable because spirit cannot be divided like a fragment of matter. 
That part, the jlva, is eternally a part. As long as the Supreme Spirit exists. His part and 
parcel also exists. As long as the sun exists, the molecules of the sun's rays also exist. 

The jlva particle is estimated in the Vedic literature to be one ten-thousandth the size of 
the upper portion of a hair. It is therefore infinitesimal. The Supreme Spirit is infinite. 


369 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 








but the living entity, or the individual soul, is infinitesimal, although it is not different 
in quality from the Supreme Spirit. Two words in this verse are to be particularly noted. 
One is nirantaram, which means "nondifferent," or "of the same quality." The individual 
soul is also expressed here as animdnam. Animdnam means "infinitesimal." The Supreme 
Spirit is all-pervading, but the very small spirit is the individual soul. Akhanditam means 
not exactly "fragmented" but "constitutionally always infinitesimal." No one can separate 
the molecular parts of the sunshine from the sun, but at the same time the molecular 
part of the sunshine is not as expansive as the sun itself. Similarly, the living entity, by 
his constitutional position, is qualitatively the same as the Supreme Spirit, but he is 
infinitesimal. 


SB 3.25.18 

TEXT 18 




jndna-vairdgya-yuktena 
bhakti-yuktena cdtmand 
paripasyaty uddslnarh 
prakrtirfi ca hataujasam 


SYNONYMS 

jndna —knowledge; vairdgya —renunciation; yuktena —equipped with; bhakti — 
devotional service; yuktena —equipped with; ca —and; dtmand —by the mind; 
paripasyati —one sees; uddsinam —indifferent; prakrtim —material existence; ca—and; 
hata-ojasam —reduced in strength. 


TRANSLATION 

In that position of self-realization, by practice of knowledge and renunciation in 
devotional service, one sees everything in the right perspective; he becomes indifferent to 
material existence, and the material influence acts less powerfully upon him. 

PURPORT 

As the contamination of the germs of a particular disease can influence a weaker person. 
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similarly the influence of material nature, or illusory energy, can act on the weaker, or 
conditioned, soul but not on the liberated soul. Self-realization is the position of the 
liberated state. One understands his constitutional position by knowledge and vairdgya, 
renunciation. Without knowledge, one cannot have realization. The realization that one 
is the infinitesimal part and parcel of the Supreme Spirit makes him unattached to 
material, conditional life. That is the beginning of devotional service. Unless one is 
liberated from material contamination, one cannot engage himself in the devotional 
service of the Lord. In this verse, therefore, it is stated, jndna-vairdgya-yuktena: when 
one is in full knowledge of one's constitutional position and is in the renounced order of 
life, detached from material attraction, then, by pure devotional service, bhakti-yuktena, 
he can engage himself as a loving servant of the Lord. Paripasyati means that he can see 
everything in its right perspective. Then the influence of material nature becomes 
almost nil. This is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gitd. Brahma-bhutah prasanndtmd: IBg. 
18.54] when one is self-realized he becomes happy and free from the influence of 
material nature, and at that time he is freed from lamentation and hankering. The Lord 
states that position as mad-bhaktim labhate par dm IBg. 18.54], the real state of beginning 
devotional service. Similarly, it is confirmed in the Ndrada-pancardtra that when the 
senses are purified they can then be engaged in the devotional service of the Lord. One 
who is attached to material contamination cannot be a devotee. 

SB 3.25.19 

TEXT 19 

ii ii 

na yujyamdnayd bhaktyd 
bhagavaty akhildtmani 
sadrso 'sti sivah panthd 
yogindm brahma-siddhaye 

SYNONYMS 

na —not; yujyamdnayd —being performed; bhaktyd —devotional service; bhagavati — 
towards the Supreme Personality of Godhead; akhila-dtmani —the Supersoul; sadrsah — 
like; asti —there is; sivah —auspicious; panthdh —path; yogindm —of the yogis; brahma- 
siddhaye —for perfection in self-realization. 
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TRANSLATION 


Perfection in self-realization cannot be attained by any kind of yogi unless he engages in 
devotional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, for that is the only auspicious 
path. 


PURPORT 

That knowledge and renunciation are never perfect unless joined by devotional service 
is explicitly explained here. Na yujyamdnayd means "without being dovetailed." When 
there is devotional service, then the question is where to offer that service. Devotional 
service is to be offered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the Supersoul of 
everything, for that is the only reliable path of self-realization, or Brahman realization. 
The word brahma-siddhaye means to understand oneself to be different from matter, to 
understand oneself to be Brahman. The Vedic words are aharh brahmdsmi. Brahma- 
siddhi means that one should know that he is not matter; he is pure soul. There are 
different kinds of yogis, but every yogi is supposed to engage in self-realization, or 
Brahman realization. It is clearly stated here that unless one is fully engaged in the 
devotional service of the Supreme Personality of Godhead one cannot have easy 
approach to the path of brahma-siddhi. 

In the beginning of the Second Chapter of Srimad-Bhdgavatam it is stated that when 
one engages himself in the devotional service of Vasudeva, spiritual knowledge and 
renunciation of the material world automatically become manifest. Thus a devotee does 
not have to try separately for renunciation or knowledge. Devotional service itself is so 
powerful that by one's service attitude, everything is revealed. It is stated here, sivah 
panthdh: this is the only auspicious path for self-realization. The path of devotional 
service is the most confidential means for attaining Brahman realization. That 
perfection in Brahman realization is attained through the auspicious path of devotional 
service indicates that the so-called Brahman realization, or realization of the brahmajyoti 
effulgence, is not brahma-siddhi. Beyond that brahmajyoti there is the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. In the Upanisads a devotee prays to the Lord to kindly put aside 
the effulgence, brahmajyoti, so that the devotee may see within the brahmajyoti the 
actual, eternal form of the Lord. Unless one attains realization of the transcendental 
form of the Lord, there is no question of bhakti. Bhakti necessitates the existence of the 
recipient of devotional service and the devotee who renders devotional service. Brahma- 
siddhi through devotional service is realization of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
The understanding of the effulgent rays of the body of the Supreme Godhead is not the 
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perfect stage of brahma-siddhi, or Brahman realization. Nor is the realization of the 
Paramatma feature of the Supreme Person perfect, for Bhagavan, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, is akhildtmd-He is the Supersoul. One who realizes the Supreme 
Personality realizes the other features, namely the Paramatma feature and the Brahman 
feature, and that total realization is brahma-siddhi. 

SB 3.25.20 

TEXT 20 

H ^ II II 

prasangam ajararh pdsam 
dtmanah kavayo viduh 
sa eva sddhusu krto 
moksa-dvdram apdvrtam 

SYNONYMS 

prasangam —attachment; ajaram —strong; pdsam —entanglement; dtmanah —of the 
soul; kavayah —learned men; viduh —know; sah eva —that same; sddhusu —to the 
devotees; krtah —applied; moksa-dvdram —the door of liberation; apdvrtam —opened. 

TRANSLATION 

Every learned man knows very well that attachment for the material is the greatest 
entanglement of the spirit soul. But that same attachment, when applied to the self- 
realized devotees, opens the door of liberation. 

PURPORT 

Here it is clearly stated that attachment for one thing is the cause of bondage in 
conditioned life, and the same attachment, when applied to something else, opens the 
door of liberation. Attachment cannot be killed; it has simply to be transferred. 
Attachment for material things is called material consciousness, and attachment for 
Krsna or His devotee is called Krsna consciousness. Consciousness, therefore, is the 
platform of attachment. It is clearly stated here that when we simply purify the 
consciousness from material consciousness to Krsna consciousness, we attain liberation. 
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Despite the statement that one should give up attachment, desirelessness is not possible 
for a living entity. A living entity, by constitution, has the propensity to be attached to 
something. We see that if someone has no object of attachment, if he has no children, 
then he transfers his attachment to cats and dogs. This indicates that the propensity for 
attachment cannot be stopped; it must be utilized for the best purpose. Our attachment 
for material things perpetuates our conditional state, but the same attachment, when 
transferred to the Supreme Personality of Godhead or His devotee, is the source of 
liberation. 

Here it is recommended that attachment should be transferred to the self-realized 
devotees, the sadhus. And who is a sddhul A sadhu is not just an ordinary man with a 
saffron robe or long beard. A sadhu is described in Bhagavad-gltd as one who 
unflinchingly engages in devotional service. Even though one is found not to be 
following the strict rules and regulations of devotional service, if one simply has 
unflinching faith in Krsna, the Supreme Person, he is understood to be a sddhu. Sddhur 
eva sa mantavyah IBg. 9.30]. A sddhu is a strict follower of devotional service. It is 
recommended here that if one at all wants to realize Brahman, or spiritual perfection, 
his attachment should be transferred to the sddhu, or devotee. Lord Caitanya also 
confirmed this. Lava-mdtra sddhu-sange sarva-siddhi haya: ICc. Madhya 22.54] simply by 
a moment's association with a sddhu, one can attain perfection. 

Mahdtmd is a synonym of sddhu. It is said that service to a mahdtmd, or elevated devotee 
of the Lord, is dvdram dhur vimukteh, the royal road of liberation. Mahat-sevdrfi dvdram 
dhur vimuktes tamo-dvdrarh yositdm sangi-sangam (SB 5.5.2). Rendering service to the 
materialists has the opposite effect. If anyone offers service to a gross materialist, or a 
person engaged only in sense enjoyment, then by association with such a person the 
door to hell is opened. The same principle is confirmed here. Attachment to a devotee is 
attachment to the service of the Lord because if one associates with a sddhu, the result 
will be that the sddhu will teach him how to become a devotee, a worshiper and a sincere 
servitor of the Lord. These are the gifts of a sddhu. If we want to associate with a sddhu, 
we cannot expect him to give us instructions on how to improve our material condition, 
but he will give us instructions on how to cut the knot of the contamination of material 
attraction and how to elevate ourselves in devotional service. That is the result of 
associating with a sddhu. Kapila Muni first of all instructs that the path of liberation 
begins with such association. 

SB 3.25.21 

TEXT 21 


374 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www-krishnaxom 
Distributed by wwwx-vedasxom with permission of the publishers 




3|^H^Nc|; 5IRII; Hl^cf: II ?? II 

titiksavah kdrunikdh 
suhrdah sarva-dehindm 
ajdta-satravah sdntdh 
sddhavah sddhu-bhusandh 

SYNONYMS 

titiksavah —tolerant; kdrunikdh —merciful; suhrdah —friendly; sarva-dehindm —to all 
living entities; ajdta-satravah —inimical to none; sdntdh —peaceful; sddhavah —abiding 
by scriptures; sddhu-bhusandh —adorned with sublime characteristics. 

TRANSLATION 

The symptoms of a sadhu are that he is tolerant, merciful and friendly to all living 
entities. He has no enemies, he is peaceful, he abides by the scriptures, and all his 
characteristics are sublime. 


PURPORT 

A sddhu, as described above, is a devotee of the Lord. His concern, therefore, is to 
enlighten people in devotional service to the Lord. That is his mercy. He knows that 
without devotional service to the Lord, human life is spoiled. A devotee travels all over 
the country, from door to door, preaching, "Be Krsna conscious. Be a devotee of Lord 
Krsna. Don't spoil your life in simply fulfilling your animal propensities. Human life is 
meant for self-realization, or Krsna consciousness." These are the preachings of a sddhu. 
He is not satisfied with his own liberation. He always thinks about others. He is the most 
compassionate personality towards all the fallen souls. One of his qualifications, 
therefore, is kdrunika, great mercy to the fallen souls. While engaged in preaching work, 
he has to meet with so many opposing elements, and therefore the sddhu, or devotee of 
the Lord, has to be very tolerant. Someone may ill-treat him because the conditioned 
souls are not prepared to receive the transcendental knowledge of devotional service. 
They do not like it; that is their disease. The sddhu has the thankless task of impressing 
upon them the importance of devotional service. Sometimes devotees are personally 
attacked with violence. Lord Jesus Christ was crucified, Haridasa Thakura was caned in 
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twenty-two marketplaces, and Lord Caitanya's principal assistant, Nityananda, was 
violently attacked by Jagai and Madhai. But still they were tolerant because their 
mission was to deliver the fallen souls. One of the qualifications of a sadhu is that he is 
very tolerant and is merciful to all fallen souls. He is merciful because he is the well- 
wisher of all living entities. He is not only a well-wisher of human society, but a well- 
wisher of animal society as well. It is said here, sarva-dehinam, which indicates all living 
entities who have accepted material bodies. Not only does the human being have a 
material body, but other living entities, such as cats and dogs, also have material bodies. 
The devotee of the Lord is merciful to everyone-the cats, dogs, trees, etc. He treats all 
living entities in such a way that they can ultimately get salvation from this material 

A 

entanglement. Sivananda Sena, one of the disciples of Lord Caitanya, gave liberation to 
a dog by treating the dog transcendentally. There are many instances where a dog got 
salvation by association with a sadhu, because a sadhu engages in the highest 
philanthropic activities for the benediction of all living entities. Yet although a sadhu is 
not inimical towards anyone, the world is so ungrateful that even a sadhu has many 
enemies. 

What is the difference between an enemy and a friend? It is a difference in behavior. A 
sadhu behaves with all conditioned souls for their ultimate relief from material 
entanglement. Therefore, no one can be more friendly than a sadhu in relieving a 
conditioned soul. A sadhu is calm, and he quietly and peacefully follows the principles of 
scripture. A sadhu means one who follows the principles of scripture and at the same 
time is a devotee of the Lord. One who actually follows the principles of scripture must 
be a devotee of God because all the sdstras instruct us to obey the orders of the 
Personality of Godhead. Sadhu, therefore, means a follower of the scriptural injunctions 
and a devotee of the Lord. All these characteristics are prominent in a devotee. A 
devotee develops all the good qualities of the demigods, whereas a nondevotee, even 
though academically qualified, has no actual good qualifications or good characteristics 
according to the standard of transcendental realization. 

SB 3.25.22 

TEXT 22 

II II 

mayy ananyena bhdvena 
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bhaktim kurvanti ye drdham 
mat-krte tyakta-karmdnas 
tyakta-svajana-bandhavah 

SYNONYMS 

mayi —unto Me; ananyena bhdvena —with undeviated mind; bhaktim —devotional 
service; kurvanti —perform; ye —those who; drdhdm —staunch; mat-krte —for My sake; 
tyakta —renounced; karmdnah —activities; tyakta —renounced; sva-jana —family 
relationships; bdndhavdh —friendly acquaintances. 

TRANSLATION 

Such a sadhu engages in staunch devotional service to the Lord without deviation. For the 
sake of the Lord he renounces all other connections, such as family relationships and 
friendly acquaintances within the world. 

PURPORT 

A person in the renounced order of life, a sannydsl, is also called a sddhu because he 
renounces everything—his home, his comfort, his friends, his relatives, and his duties to 
friends and to family. He renounces everything for the sake of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. A sannydsl is generally in the renounced order of life, but his renunciation 
will be successful only when his energy is employed in the service of the Lord with great 
austerity. It is said here, therefore, bhaktirn kurvanti ye drdhdm. A person who seriously 
engages in the service of the Lord and is in the renounced order of life is a sddhu. A 
sddhu is one who has given up all responsibility to society, family, and worldly 
humanitarianism, simply for the service of the Lord. As soon as he takes his birth in the 
world, a person has so many responsibilities and obligations—to the public, to the 
demigods, to the great sages, to the general living beings, to his parents, to the family 
forefathers and to many others. When he gives up all such obligations for the sake of the 
service of the Supreme Lord, he is not punished for such renunciation of obligation. But 
if for sense gratification a person renounces all such obligations, he is punished by the 
law of nature. 


SB 3.25.23 

TEXT 23 
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ilc^rs^: 5J5F; ^ I 

%F15^r^; II ?? II 


mad-asrayah kathd mrstdh 
srnvanti kathayanti ca 
tapanti vividhds tdpd 
naitdn mad-gata-cetasah 

SYNONYMS 

mat-dsraydh —about Me; kathdh —stories; mrstdh —delightful; srnvanti —they hear; 
kathayanti —they chant; ca—and; tapanti —inflict suffering; vividhdh —various; tdpdh — 
the material miseries; na —do not; etdn —unto them; mat-gata —fixed on Me; cetasah — 
their thoughts. 


TRANSLATION 

Engaged constantly in chanting and hearing about Me, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, the sadhus do not suffer from material miseries because they are always filled 
with thoughts of My pastimes and activities. 

PURPORT 

There are multifarious miseries in material existence—those pertaining to the body and 
the mind, those imposed by other living entities and those imposed by natural 
disturbances. But a sddhu is not disturbed by such miserable conditions because his mind 
is always filled with Krsna consciousness, and thus he does not like to talk about 
anything but the activities of the Lord. Maharaja Ambarisa did not speak of anything 
but the pastimes of the Lord. Vacdmsi vaikuntha-gundnuvarnane (SB 9.4.18). He engaged 
his words only in glorification of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Sddhus are 
always interested in hearing about the activities of the Lord or His devotees. Since they 
are filled with Krsna consciousness, they are forgetful of the material miseries. Ordinary 
conditioned souls, being forgetful of the activities of the Lord, are always full of 
anxieties and material tribulations. On the other hand, since the devotees always engage 
in the topics of the Lord, they are forgetful of the miseries of material existence. 

SB 3.25.24 

TEXT 24 
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^ ins^: ft ^ II II 

ta ete sadhavah sadhvi 
sarva-sanga-vivarjitdh 
sangas tesv atha te prdrthyah 
safiga-dosa-hard hi te 

SYNONYMS 

te ete —those very; sddhavah —devotees; sddhvi —virtuous lady; sarva —all; sanga — 
attachments; vivarjitdh —freed from; sangah —attachment; tesu —unto them; atha — 
hence; te —by you; prdrthyah —must be sought; safiga-dosa —the pernicious effects of 
material attachment; hardh —counteracters of; hi —indeed; te —they. 

TRANSLATION 

O My mother, O virtuous lady, these are the qualities of great devotees who are free from 
all attachment. You must seek attachment to such holy men, for this counteracts the 
pernicious effects of material attachment. 

PURPORT 

Kapila Muni herein advises His mother, Devahuti, that if she wants to be free from 
material attachment, she should increase her attachment for the sddhus, or devotees 
who are completely freed from all material attachment. In Bhagavad-gltd, Fifteenth 
Chapter, verse 5, it is stated who is qualified to enter into the kingdom of Godhead. It is 
said there, nirmdna-mohd jita-sanga-dosdh. This refers to one who is completely freed 
from the puffed-up condition of material possessiveness. A person may be materially 
very rich, opulent or respectable, but if he at all wants to transfer himself to the spiritual 
kingdom, back home, back to Godhead, then he has to be freed from the puffed-up 
condition of material possessiveness, because that is a false position. 

The word moha used here means the false understanding that one is rich or poor. In this 
material world, the conception that one is very rich or very poor—or any such 
consciousness in connection with material existence—is false, because this body itself is 
false, or temporary. A pure soul who is prepared to be freed from this material 
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entanglement must first of all be free from the association of the three modes of nature. 
Our consciousness at the present moment is polluted because of association with the 
three modes of nature; therefore in Bhagavad-gltd the same principle is stated. It is 
advised, jita-sanga-dosah: one should be freed from the contaminated association of the 
three modes of material nature. Here also, in the Srimad-Bhagavatam, this is confirmed: 
a pure devotee, who is preparing to transfer himself to the spiritual kingdom, is also 
freed from the association of the three modes of material nature. We have to seek the 
association of such devotees. For this reason we have begun the International Society 
for Krishna Consciousness. There are many mercantile, scientific and other associations 
in human society to develop a particular type of education or consciousness, but there is 
no association which helps one to get free from all material association. If anyone has 
reached the stage where he must become free from this material contamination, then he 
has to seek the association of devotees, wherein Krsna consciousness is exclusively 
cultured. One can thereby become freed from all material association. 

Because a devotee is freed from all contaminated material association, he is not affected 
by the miseries of material existence. Even though he appears to be in the material 
world, he is not affected by the miseries of the material world. How is it possible? There 
is a very good example in the activities of the cat. The cat carries her kittens in her 
mouth, and when she kills a rat she also carries the booty in her mouth. Thus both are 
carried in the mouth of the cat, but they are in different conditions. The kitten feels 
comfort in the mouth of the mother, whereas when the rat is carried in the mouth of the 
cat, the rat feels the blows of death. Similarly, those who are sadhavah, or devotees 
engaged in Krsna consciousness in the transcendental service of the Lord, do not feel 
the contamination of material miseries, whereas those who are not devotees in Krsna 
consciousness actually feel the miseries of material existence. One should therefore give 
up the association of materialistic persons and seek the association of persons engaged in 
Krsna consciousness, and by such association he will benefit in spiritual advancement. 

By their words and instructions, he will be able to cut off his attachment to material 
existence. 

SB 3.25.25 

TEXT 25 

trai c(14«Fic{l 
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^ II II 


satdrfi prasangdn mama vlrya-sarhvido 
bhavanti hrt-karna-rasdyandh kathdh 
taj-josandd dsv apavarga-vartmani 
sraddhd ratir bhaktir anukramisyati 

SYNONYMS 

satdm —of pure devotees; prasangdt —through the association; mama —My; virya — 
wonderful activities; samvidah —by discussion of; bhavanti —become; hrt —to the heart; 
karna —to the ear; rasa-ayandh —pleasing; kathdh —the stories; tat —of that; josandt —by 
cultivation; dsu —quickly; apavarga —of liberation; vartmani —on the path; sraddhd — 
firm faith; ratih —attraction; bhaktih —devotion; anukramisyati —will follow in order. 

TRANSLATION 

In the association of pure devotees, discussion of the pastimes and activities of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead is very pleasing and satisfying to the ear and the heart. 
By cultivating such knowledge one gradually becomes advanced on the path of liberation, 
and thereafter he is freed, and his attraction becomes fixed. Then real devotion and 
devotional service begin. 


PURPORT 

The process of advancing in Krsna consciousness and devotional service is described 
here. The first point is that one must seek the association of persons who are Krsna 
conscious and who engage in devotional service. Without such association one cannot 
make advancement. Simply by theoretical knowledge or study one cannot make any 
appreciable advancement. One must give up the association of materialistic persons and 
seek the association of devotees because without the association of devotees one cannot 
understand the activities of the Lord. Generally, people are convinced of the impersonal 
feature of the Absolute Truth. Because they do not associate with devotees, they cannot 
understand that the Absolute Truth can be a person and have personal activities. This is 
a very difficult subject matter, and unless one has personal understanding of the 
Absolute Truth, there is no meaning to devotion. Service or devotion cannot be offered 
to anything impersonal. Service must be offered to a person. Nondevotees cannot 
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appreciate Krsna consciousness by reading the Srlmad-Bhagavatam or any other Vedic 
literature wherein the activities of the Lord are described; they think that these 
activities are fictional, manufactured stories because spiritual life is not explained to 
them in the proper mood. To understand the personal activities of the Lord, one has to 
seek the association of devotees, and by such association, when one contemplates and 
tries to understand the transcendental activities of the Lord, the path to liberation is 
open, and he is freed. One who has firm faith in the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
becomes fixed, and his attraction for association with the Lord and the devotees 
increases. Association with devotees means association with the Lord. The devotee who 
makes this association develops the consciousness for rendering service to the Lord, and 
then, being situated in the transcendental position of devotional service, he gradually 
becomes perfect. 

SB 3.25.26 

TEXT 26 

II 55 II 

bhaktyd pumdn jdta-virdga aindriydd 
drsta-hutdn mad-racandnucintayd 
cittasya yatto grahane yoga-yukto 
yatisyate rjubhir yoga-mdrgaih 

SYNONYMS 

bhaktyd —by devotional service; pumdn —a person; jdta-virdgah —having developed 
distaste; aindriydt —for sense gratification; drsta —seen (in this world); srutdt —heard 
(in the next world); mat-racana —My activities of creation and so on; anucintayd —by 
constantly thinking about; cittasya —of the mind; yattah —engaged; grahane —in the 
control; yoga-yuktah —situated in devotional service; yatisyate —will endeavor; rjubhih — 
easy; yoga-mdrgaih —by the processes of mystic power. 

TRANSLATION 
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Thus consciously engaged in devotional service in the association of devotees, a person 
gains distaste for sense gratification, both in this world and in the next, by constantly 
thinking about the activities of the Lord. This process of Krsna consciousness is the 
easiest process of mystic power; when one is actually situated on that path of devotional 
service, he is able to control the mind. 


PURPORT 

In all scriptures people are encouraged to act in a pious way so that they can enjoy sense 
gratification not only in this life but also in the next. For example, one is promised 
promotion to the heavenly kingdom of higher planets by pious fruitive activities. But a 
devotee in the association of devotees prefers to contemplate the activities of the 
Lord—how He has created this universe, how He is maintaining it, how the creation 
dissolves, and how in the spiritual kingdom the Lord's pastimes are going on. There are 
full literatures describing these activities of the Lord, especially Bhagavad-gita, Brahma- 
sarhhitd and Srimad-Bhagavatam. The sincere devotee who associates with devotees gets 
the opportunity to hear and contemplate this subject of the pastimes of the Lord, and 
the result is that he feels distaste for so-called happiness in this or that world, in heaven 
or on other planets. The devotees are simply interested in being transferred to the 
personal association of the Lord; they have no more attraction for temporary so-called 
happiness. That is the position of one who is yoga-yukta. One who is fixed in mystic 
power is not disturbed by the allurement of this world or that world; he is interested in 
the matters of spiritual understanding or the spiritual situation. This sublime situation is 
very easily attained by the easiest process, bhakti-yoga. Rjubhir yoga-mdrgaih. A very 
suitable word used here is rjubhih, or "very easy." There are different processes of yoga- 
mdrga, attaining yoga perfection, but this process, devotional service to the Lord, is the 
easiest. Not only is it the easiest process, but the result is sublime. Everyone, therefore, 
should try to take this process of Krsna consciousness and reach the highest perfection 
of life. 

SB 3.25.27 

TEXT 27 
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II II 


asevaydyarh prakrter gundndrh 
jndnena vairdgya-vijrmbhitena 
yogena mayy arpitayd ca bhaktyd 
mam pratyag-dtmdnam ihdvarundhe 

SYNONYMS 

asevayd —by not engaging in the service; ayam —this person; prakrteh gundndm —of the 
modes of material nature; jndnena —by Knowledge; vairdgya —with renunciation; 
vijrmbhitena —developed; yogena —by practicing yoga; mayi —unto Me; arpitayd —fixed; 
ca—and; bhaktyd —with devotion; mam—unto Me; pratyak-dtmdnam —the Absolute 
Truth; iha —in this very life; avarundhe —one attains. 

TRANSLATION 

Thus by not engaging in the service of the modes of material nature but by developing 
Krsna consciousness, knowledge in renunciation, and by practicing yoga, in which the 
mind is always fixed in devotional service unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one 
achieves My association in this very life, for I am the Supreme Personality, the Absolute 
Truth. 


PURPORT 

When one engages in devotional service to the Lord in the nine different kinds of 
bhakti-yoga, as enunciated in authoritative scriptures, such as hearing (sravanam), 
chanting (kirtanam), remembering, offering worship, praying and offering personal 
service—either in one of them, or two or three or all of them—he naturally has no 
opportunity to engage in the service of the three modes of material nature. Unless one 
has good engagements in spiritual service, it is not possible to get out of the attachment 
to material service. Those who are not devotees, therefore, are interested in so-called 
humanitarian or philanthropic work, such as opening a hospital or charitable 
institution. These are undoubtedly good works in the sense that they are pious activities, 
and their result is that the performer may get some opportunities for sense gratification, 
either in this life or in the next. Devotional service, however, is beyond the boundary of 
sense gratification. It is completely spiritual activity. When one engages in the spiritual 
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activities of devotional service, naturally he does not get any opportunity to engage in 
sense gratificatory activities. Krsna conscious activities are performed not blindly but 
with perfect understanding of knowledge and renunciation. This kind of yoga practice, 
in which the mind is always fixed upon the Supreme Personality of Godhead in 
devotion, results in liberation in this very life. The person who performs such acts gets 
in touch with the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Lord Caitanya, therefore, approved 
the process of hearing from realized devotees about the pastimes of the Lord. It does not 
matter to what category of this world the audience belongs. If one meekly and 
submissively hears about the activities of the Lord from a realized soul, he will be able to 
conquer the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is unconquerable by any other 
process. Hearing or associating with devotees is the most important function for self- 
realization. 

SB 3.25.28 

TEXT 28 

^ci4Rl<bciH 

^ ^ 3I5*t II II 

devahutir uvdca 
kdcit tvayy ucitd bhaktih 
kldrsl mama gocard 
yayd padarh te nirvdnam 
anjasdnvdsnavd aham 

SYNONYMS 

devahutih uvdca —Devahuti said; kdcit —what; tvayi —unto You; ucitd —proper; 
bhaktih —devotional service; kldrsl —what kind; mama —by me; go-card —fit to be 
practiced; yayd —by which; padam —feet; te —Your; nirvdnam —liberation; anjasd — 
immediately; anvdsnavai —shall attain; aham —I. 

TRANSLATION 

On hearing this statement of the Lord, Devahuti inquired: What kind of devotional 
service is worth developing and practicing to help me easily and immediately attain the 
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service of Your lotus feet? 


PURPORT 

It is stated in Bhagavad-gita that no one is barred from rendering service to the Lord. 
Whether one is a woman or a laborer or a merchant, if he engages himself in the 
devotional service of the Lord he is promoted to the highest perfectional state and goes 
back home, back to Godhead. The devotional service most suitable for different types of 
devotees is determined and fixed by the mercy of the spiritual master. 

SB 3.25.29 

TEXT 29 

c^; ^ II II 

yo yogo bhagavad-bano 
nirvdndtmarhs tvayoditah 
kidrsah kati cdngdni 
yatas tattvdvabodhanam 

SYNONYMS 

yah —which; yogah —mystic yoga process; bhagavat-bdnah —aiming at the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead; nirvdna-dtman —O embodiment of nirvdna; tvayd —by You; 
uditah —explained; kidrsah —of what nature; kati —how many; ca—and; angdni — 
branches; yatah —by which; tattva —of the truth; avabodhanam —understanding. 

TRANSLATION 

The mystic yoga system, as You have explained, aims at the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead and is meant for completely ending material existence. Please let me know the 
nature of that yoga system. How many ways are there by which one can understand in 
truth that sublime yoga? 


PURPORT 

There are different kinds of mystic yoga systems aiming for different phases of the 
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Absolute Truth. The jndna-yoga system aims at the impersonal Brahman effulgence, and 
the hatha-yoga system aims at the localized personal aspect, the Paramatma feature of 
the Absolute Truth, whereas bhakti-yoga, or devotional service, which is executed in 
nine different ways, headed by hearing and chanting, aims at complete realization of the 
Supreme Lord. There are different methods of self-realization. But here Devahuti 
especially refers to the bhakti-yoga system, which has already been primarily explained 
by the Lord. The different parts of the bhakti-yoga system are hearing, chanting, 
remembering, offering prayers, worshiping the Lord in the temple, accepting service to 
Him, carrying out His orders, making friendship with Him and ultimately surrendering 
everything for the service of the Lord. The word nirvdndtman is very significant in this 
verse. Unless one accepts the process of devotional service, one cannot end the 
continuation of material existence. As far as jndnls are concerned, they are interested in 
jndna-yoga, but even if one elevates oneself, after a great performance of austerity, to 
the Brahman effulgence, there is a chance of falling down again to the material world. 
Therefore, jndna-yoga does not actually end material existence. Similarly, regarding the 
hatha-yoga system, which aims at the localized aspect of the Lord, Paramatma, it has 
been experienced that many yogis, such as Visvamitra, fall down. But bhakti-yogis, once 
approaching the Supreme Personality of Godhead, never come back to this material 
world, as it is confirmed in the Bhagavad-gitd. Yad gatvd na nivartante: iBg. 15.6] upon 
going, one never comes back. Tyaktvd deharfi punar janma naiti: iBg. 4.9] after giving up 
this body, he never comes back again to accept a material body. Nirvdna does not finish 
the existence of the soul. The soul is ever existing. Therefore nirvdna means to end one's 
material existence, and to end material existence means to go back home, back to 
Godhead. 

Sometimes it is asked how the living entity falls down from the spiritual world to the 
material world. Here is the answer. Unless one is elevated to the Vaikuntha planets, 
directly in touch with the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he is prone to fall down, 
either from the impersonal Brahman realization or from an ecstatic trance of 
meditation. Another word in this verse, bhagavad-bdnah, is very significant. Bdnah 
means "arrow." The bhakti-yoga system is just like an arrow aiming up to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. The bhakti-yoga system never urges one towards the impersonal 
Brahman effulgence or to the point of Paramatma realization. This bdnah, or arrow, is so 
sharp and swift that it goes directly to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, penetrating 
the regions of impersonal Brahman and localized Paramatma. 

SB 3.25.30 

TEXT 30 
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tad etan me vijdnihi 
yathdham manda-dhir hare 
sukham buddhyeya durbodharh 
yosd bhavad-anugrahdt 

SYNONYMS 

tat etat —that same; me —to me; vijdnihi —please explain; yathd —so that; aham —I; 
manda —slow; dhlh —whose intelligence; hare —O my Lord; sukham —easily; 
buddhyeya —may understand; durbodham —very difficult to understand; yosd —a woman; 
bhavat-anugrahdt —by Your grace. 


TRANSLATION 

My dear son, Kapila, after all, I am a woman. It is very difficult for me to understand the 
Absolute Truth because my intelligence is not very great. But if You will kindly explain 
it to me, even though I am not very intelligent, I can understand it and thereby feel 
transcendental happiness. 


PURPORT 

Knowledge of the Absolute Truth is not very easily understood by ordinary, less 
intelligent men; but if the spiritual master is kind enough to the disciple, however 
unintelligent the disciple may be, then by the divine grace of the spiritual master 
everything is revealed. Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura therefore says, yasya prasdddd, 
by the mercy of the spiritual master, the mercy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
bhagavat-prasddah, is revealed. Devahuti requested her great son to be merciful towards 
her because she was a less intelligent woman and also His mother. By the grace of 
Kapiladeva it was quite possible for her to understand the Absolute Truth, even though 
the subject matter is very difficult for ordinary persons, especially women. 

SB 3.25.31 

TEXT 31 
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dTctmiij ^d<dtiPd HIM 
!j|^ t Hl^|2|dH41J|H,ll ?? II 

maitreya uvdca 

viditvartham kapilo mdtur ittharh 
jdta-sneho yatra tanvdbhijdtah 
tattvdmndyarh yat pravadanti sdnkhyam 
provdca vai bhakti-vitdna-yogam 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —Maitreya said; viditvd —having known; artham —purpose; kapilah — 
Lord Kapila; mdtuh —of His mother; ittham —thus; jdta-snehah —became compassionate; 
yatra —upon her; tanvd —from her body; abhijdtah —born; tattva-dmndyam —truths 
received by disciplic succession; yat —which; pravadanti —they call; sdnkhyam — 
Sankhya philosophy; provdca —He described; vai —in fact; bhakti —devotional service; 
vitdna —spreading; yogam —mystic yoga. 

TRANSLATION 

Sri Maitreya said: After hearing the statement of His mother, Kapila could understand 
her purpose, and He became compassionate towards her because of being born of her 
body. He described the Sankhya system of philosophy, which is a combination of 
devotional service and mystic realization, as received by disciplic succession. 

SB 3.25.32 

TEXT 32 

J]«ll\dHIHI'i?lf^++4u|IH^ I 
3#|filTlI WFft *1^5: II ?? II 
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sri-bhagavdn uvdca 
devdndrh guna-lirigdndm 
dnusravika-karmandm 
sattva evaika-manaso 
vrttih svdbhdviki tu yd 
animittd bhdgavati 
bhaktih siddher gariyasi 

SYNONYMS 

srl-bhagavdn uvdca —the Supreme Personality of Godhead said; devdndm —of the senses 
or of the presiding deities of the senses; guna-lingdndm —which detect sense objects; 
dnusravika —according to scripture; karmandm —which work; sattve —unto the mind or 
unto the Lord; eva —only; eka-manasah —of a man of undivided mind; vrttih — 
inclination; svdbhdviki —natural; tu —in fact; yd —which; animittd —without motive; 
bhdgavati —to the Personality of Godhead; bhaktih —devotional service; siddheh —than 
salvation; gariyasi —better. 


TRANSLATION 

Lord Kapila said: The senses are symbolic representations of the demigods, and their 
natural inclination is to work under the direction of the Vedic injunctions. As the senses 
are representatives of the demigods, so the mind is the representative of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. The mind's natural duty is to serve. When that service spirit is 
engaged in devotional service to the Personality of Godhead, without any motive, that is 
far better even than salvation. 


PURPORT 

The senses of the living entity are always engaged in some occupation, either in 
activities prescribed in the injunctions of the Vedas or in material activities. The 
natural inclination of the senses is to work for something, and the mind is the center of 
the senses. The mind is actually the leader of the senses; therefore it is called sattva. 
Similarly, the leader of all the demigods who are engaged in the activities of this 
material world—the sun-god, moon-god, Indra and others—is the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. 

It is stated in the Vedic literature that the demigods are different limbs of the universal 
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body of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Our senses are also controlled by different 
demigods; our senses are representations of various demigods, and the mind is the 
representation of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The senses, led by the mind, act 
under the influence of the demigods. When the service is ultimately aimed at the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, the senses are in their natural position. The Lord is 
called Hrsikesa, for He is actually the proprietor and ultimate master of the senses. The 
senses and the mind are naturally inclined to work, but when they are materially 
contaminated they work for some material benefit or for the service of the demigods, 
although actually they are meant to serve the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The 
senses are called hrsika, and the Supreme Personality of Godhead is called Hrsikesa. 
Indirectly, all the senses are naturally inclined to serve the Supreme Lord. That is called 
bhakti. 

Kapiladeva said that when the senses, without desire for material profit or other selfish 
motives, are engaged in the service of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one is 
situated in devotional service. That spirit of service is far better than siddhi, salvation. 
Bhakti, the inclination to serve the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is in a 
transcendental position far better than mukti, or liberation. Thus bhakti is the stage 
after liberation. Unless one is liberated one cannot engage the senses in the service of 
the Lord. When the senses are engaged either in material activities of sense gratification 
or in the activities of the Vedic injunctions, there is some motive, but when the same 
senses are engaged in the service of the Lord and there is no motive, that is called 
animittd and is the natural inclination of the mind. The conclusion is that when the 
mind, without being deviated either by Vedic injunctions or by material activities, is 
fully engaged in Krsna consciousness, or devotional service to the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, it is far better than the most aspired—for liberation from material 
entanglement. 

SB 3.25.33 

TEXT 33 

^ ^ Pijfluimci) ^ II 9? II 

jarayaty dsu yd kosarfi 
niglrnam analo yathd 

SYNONYMS 
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jarayati —dissolves; asu —quickly; ya —which; kosam —the subtle body; niglrnam — 
things eaten; analah —fire; yathd —as. 


TRANSLATION 

Bhakti, devotional service, dissolves the subtle body of the living entity without separate 
effort, just as fire in the stomach digests all that we eat. 

PURPORT 

Bhakti is in a far higher position than mukti because a person's endeavor to get liberation 
from the material encagement is automatically served in devotional service. The 
example is given here that the fire in the stomach can digest whatever we eat. If the 
digestive power is sufficient, then whatever we can eat will be digested by the fire in the 
stomach. Similarly, a devotee does not have to try separately to attain liberation. That 
very service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead is the process of his liberation 
because to engage oneself in the service of the Lord is to liberate oneself from material 
entanglement. Sri Bilvamangala Thakura explained this position very nicely. He said, "If 
I have unflinching devotion unto the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord, then mukti, or 
liberation, serves me as my maidservant. Mukti, the maidservant, is always ready to do 
whatever I ask." 

For a devotee, liberation is no problem at all. Liberation takes place without separate 
endeavor. Bhakti, therefore, is far better then mukti or the impersonalist position. The 
impersonalists undergo severe penances and austerities to attain mukti, but the bhakta, 
simply by engaging himself in the bhakti process, especially in chanting Hare Krsna, 

Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, 
immediately develops control over the tongue by engaging it in chanting, and accepting 
the remnants of foodstuff offered to the Personality of Godhead. As soon as the tongue 
is controlled, naturally all other senses are controlled automatically. Sense control is the 
perfection of the yoga principle, and one's liberation begins immediately as soon as he 
engages himself in the service of the Lord. It is confirmed by Kapiladeva that bhakti, or 
devotional service, is garlyasl, more glorious than siddhi, liberation. 

SB 3.25.34 

TEXT 34 
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naikdtmatdrh me sprhayanti kecin 
mat-pdda-sevdbhiratd mad-lhdh 
ye 'nyonyato bhdgavatdh prasajya 
sabhdjayante mama paurusdni 

SYNONYMS 

na —never; eka-dtmatdm —merging into oneness; me —My; sprhayanti —they desire; 
kecit —any; mat-pdda-sevd —the service of My lotus feet; abhiratdh —engaged in; mat- 
ihdh —endeavoring to attain Me; ye —those who; anyonyatah —mutually; bhdgavatdh — 
pure devotees; prasajya —assembling; sabhdjayante —glorify; mama —My; paurusdni — 
glorious activities. 


TRANSLATION 

A pure devotee, who is attached to the activities of devotional service and who always 
engages in the service of My lotus feet, never desires to become one with Me. Such a 
devotee, who is unflinchingly engaged, always glorifies My pastimes and activities. 

PURPORT 

There are five kinds of liberation stated in the scriptures. One is to become one with the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, or to forsake one's individuality and merge into the 
Supreme Spirit. This is called ekdtmatdm. A devotee never accepts this kind of 
liberation. The other four liberations are: to be promoted to the same planet as God 
(Vaikuntha), to associate personally with the Supreme Lord, to achieve the same 
opulence as the Lord and to attain the same bodily features as the Supreme Lord. A pure 
devotee, as will be explained by Kapila Muni, does not aspire for any of the five 
liberations. He especially despises as hellish the idea of becoming one with the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Sri Prabodhananda Sarasvati, a great devotee of Lord Gaitanya, 
said, kaivalyarh narakdyate: "The happiness of becoming one with the Supreme Lord, 
which is aspired for by the Mayavadis, is considered hellish." That oneness is not for 
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pure devotees. 

There are many so-called devotees who think that in the conditioned state we may 
worship the Personality of Godhead but that ultimately there is no personality; they say 
that since the Absolute Truth is impersonal, one can imagine a personal form of the 
impersonal Absolute Truth for the time being, but as soon as one becomes liberated the 
worship stops. That is the theory put forward by the Mayavada philosophy. Actually the 
impersonalists do not merge into the existence of the Supreme Person but into His 
personal bodily luster, which is called the brahmajyoti. Although that brahmajyoti is not 
different from His personal body, that sort of oneness (merging into the bodily luster of 
the Personality of Godhead) is not accepted by a pure devotee because the devotees 
engage in greater pleasure than the so-called pleasure of merging into His existence. The 
greatest pleasure is to serve the Lord. Devotees are always thinking about how to serve 
Him; they are always designing ways and means to serve the Supreme Lord, even in the 
midst of the greatest obstacles of material existence. 

The Mayavadis accept the description of the pastimes of the Lord as stories, but actually 
they are not stories; they are historical facts. Pure devotees accept the narrations of the 
pastimes of the Lord not as stories but as Absolute Truth. The words mama paurusdni 
are significant. Devotees are very much attached to glorifying the activities of the Lord, 
whereas the Mayavadis cannot even think of these activities. According to them the 
Absolute Truth is impersonal. Without personal existence, how can there be activity? 
The impersonalists take the activities mentioned in the Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad- 
gitd and other Vedic literatures as fictitious stories, and therefore they interpret them 
most mischievously. The have no idea of the Personality of Godhead. They 
unnecessarily poke their noses into the scripture and interpret it in a deceptive way in 
order to mislead the innocent public. The activities of Mayavada philosophy are very 
dangerous to the public, and therefore Lord Gaitanya warned us never to hear from any 
Mayavadi about any scripture. They will spoil the entire process, and the person hearing 
them will never be able to come to the path of devotional service to attain the highest 
perfection, or will be able to do so only after a very long time. 

It is clearly stated by Kapila Muni that bhakti activities, or activities in devotional 
service, are transcendental to mukti. This is called pancama-purusdrtha. Generally, 
people engage in the activities of religion, economic development and sense 
gratification, and ultimately they work with an idea that they are going to become one 
with the Supreme Lord (mukti). But bhakti is transcendental to all these activities. The 
Srimad-Bhdgavatam, therefore, begins by stating that all kinds of pretentious religiosity 
is completely eradicated from the Bhdgavatam. Ritualistic activities for economic 
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development and sense gratification and, after frustration in sense gratification, the 
desire to become one with the Supreme Lord, are all completely rejected in the 
Bhdgavatam. The Bhdgavatam is especially meant for the pure devotees, who always 
engage in Krsna consciousness, in the activities of the Lord, and always glorify these 
transcendental activities. Pure devotees worship the transcendental activities of the 
Lord in Vrndavana, Dvaraka and Mathura as they are narrated in the Srlmad- 
Bhdgavatam and other purdnas. The Mayavadi philosophers completely reject them as 
stories, but actually they are great and worshipable subject matters and thus are 
relishable only for devotees. That is the difference between a Mayavadi and a pure 
devotee. 


SB 3.25.35 

TEXT 35 

II II 

pasyanti te me rucirdny amba santah 
prasanna-vaktrdruna-locandni 
rupdni divydni vara-praddni 
sdkarh vdcarh sprhanlydrh vadanti 

SYNONYMS 

pasyanti —see; te —they; me—My; rucirdni —beautiful; amba —O mother; santah — 
devotees; prasanna —smiling; vaktra —face; aruna —like the morning sun; locandni — 
eyes; rupdni —forms; divydni —transcendental; vara-praddni —benevolent; sdkam —with 
Me; vdcam —words; sprhanlydm —favorable; vadanti —they speak. 

TRANSLATION 

O My mother, My devotees always see the smiling face of My form, with eyes like the 
rising morning sun. They like to see My various transcendental forms, which are all 
benevolent, and they also talk favorably with Me. 
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PURPORT 


Mayavadis and atheists accept the forms of the Deities in the temple of the Lord as idols, 
but devotees do not worship idols. They directly worship the Personality of Godhead in 
His area incarnation. Area refers to the form which we can worship in our present 
condition. Actually, in our present state it is not possible to see God in His spiritual 
form because our material eyes and senses cannot conceive of a spiritual form. We 
cannot even see the spiritual form of the individual soul. When a man dies we cannot 
see how the spiritual form leaves the body. That is the defect of our material senses. In 
order to be seen by our material senses, the Supreme Personality of Godhead accepts a 
favorable form which is called ared-vigraha. This ared-vigraha, sometimes called the area 
incarnation, is not different from Him. Just as the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
accepts various incarnations. He takes on forms made out of matter—clay, wood, metal 
and jewels. 

There are many sastric injunctions which give instructions for carving forms of the 
Lord. These forms are not material. If God is all-pervading, then He is also in the 
material elements. There is no doubt about it. But the atheists think otherwise. 

Although they preach that everything is God, when they go to the temple and see the 
form of the Lord, they deny that He is God. According to their own theory, everything 
is God. Then why is the Deity not God? Actually, they have no conception of God. The 
devotees' vision, however, is different; their vision is smeared with love of God. As soon 
as they see the Lord in His different forms, the devotees become saturated with love, for 
they do not find any difference between the Lord and His form in the temple, as do the 
atheists. The smiling face of the Deity in the temple is beheld by the devotees as 
transcendental and spiritual, and the decoration of the body of the Lord is very much 
appreciated by the devotees. It is the duty of the spiritual master to teach how to 
decorate the Deity in the temple, how to cleanse the temple and how to worship the 
Deity. There are different procedures and rules and regulations which are followed in 
temples of Visnu, and devotees go there and see the Deity, the vigraha, and spiritually 
enjoy the form because all of the Deities are benevolent. The devotees express their 
minds before the Deity, and in many instances the Deity also gives answers. But one 
must be a very elevated devotee in order to be able to speak with the Supreme Lord. 
Sometimes the Lord informs the devotee through dreams. These exchanges of feelings 
between the Deity and the devotee are not understandable by atheists, but actually the 
devotee enjoys them. Kapila Muni is explaining how the devotees see the decorated 
body and face of the Deity and how they speak with Him in devotional service. 
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TEXT 36 


SB 3.25.36 


^ J|(^MUc(l II II 

tair darsaniyavayavair uddra- 
vildsa-hdseksita-vdma-suktaih 
hrtdtmano hrta-prdndrhs ca bhaktir 
anicchato me gatim anvlrh prayufikte 

SYNONYMS 

taih —by those forms; darsanlya —charming; avayavaih —whose limbs; uddra —exalted; 
vildsa —pastimes; hdsa —smiling; iksita —glances; vdma —pleasing; suktaih —whose 
delightful words; hrta —captivated; dtmanah —their minds; hrta —captivated; prdndn — 
their senses; ca—and; bhaktih —devotional service; anicchatah —unwilling; me—My; 
gatim —abode; anvim —subtle; prayunkte —secures. 

TRANSLATION 

Upon seeing the charming forms of the Lord, smiling and attractive, and hearing His very 
pleasing words, the pure devotee almost loses all other consciousness. His senses are freed 
from all other engagements, and he becomes absorbed in devotional service. Thus in spite 
of his unwillingness, he attains liberation without separate endeavor. 

PURPORT 

There are three divisions of devotees—first-class, second-class and third-class. Even the 
third-class devotees are liberated souls. It is explained in this verse that although they do 
not have knowledge, simply by seeing the beautiful decoration of the Deity in the 
temple, the devotee is absorbed in thought of Him and loses all other consciousness. 
Simply by fixing oneself in Krsna consciousness, engaging the senses in the service of 
the Lord, one is imperceptibly liberated. This is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gUd. Simply 
by discharging uncontaminated devotional service as prescribed in the scriptures, one 
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becomes equal to Brahman. In Bhagavad-gltd it is said, brahma-bhuydya kalpate [Bg. 

14.26] This means that the living entity in his original state is Brahman because he is 
part and parcel of the Supreme Brahman. But simply because of his forgetfulness of his 
real nature as an eternal servitor of the Lord, he is overwhelmed and captured by mdyd. 
His forgetfulness of his real constitutional position is mdyd. Otherwise he is eternally 
Brahman. 

When one is trained to become conscious of his position, he understands that he is the 
servitor of the Lord. "Brahman" refers to a state of self-realization. Even the third-class 
devotee—who is not advanced in knowledge of the Absolute Truth but simply offers 
obeisances with great devotion, thinks of the Lord, sees the Lord in the temple and 
brings forth flowers and fruits to offer to the Deity—becomes imperceptibly liberated. 
Sraddhaydnvitdh: with great devotion the devotees offer worshipful respects and 
paraphernalia to the Deity. The Deities of Radha and Krsna, Laksmi and Narayana, and 
Rama and Sita are very attractive to devotees, so much so that when they see the statue 
decorated in the temple of the Lord they become fully absorbed in thought of the Lord. 
That is the state of liberation. In other words, it is confirmed herewith that even a 
third-class devotee is in the transcendental position, above those who are trying for 

A 

liberation by speculation or by other methods. Even great impersonalists like Sukadeva 
GosvamI and the four Kumaras were attracted by the beauty of the Deities in the 
temple, by the decorations and by the aroma of tulasi offered to the Lord, and they 
became devotees. Even though they were in the liberated state, instead of remaining 
impersonalists they were attracted by the beauty of the Lord and became devotees. 

Here the word vildsa is very important. Vildsa refers to the activities or pastimes of the 
Lord. It is a prescribed duty in temple worship that not only should one visit the temple 
to see the Deity nicely decorated, but at the same time he should hear the recitation of 
Srlmad-Bhdgavatam, Bhagavad-gltd or some similar literature, which is regularly recited 
in the temple. It is the system in Vrndavana that in every temple there is recitation of 
the sdstras. Even third-class devotees who have no literary knowledge or no time to read 
Srlmad-Bhdgavatam or Bhagavad-gltd get the opportunity to hear about the pastimes of 
the Lord. In this way their minds may remain always absorbed in the thought of the 
Lord—His form. His activities and His transcendental nature. This state of Krsna 
consciousness is a liberated stage. Lord Caitanya, therefore, recommended five 
important processes in the discharge of devotional service: (1) to chant the holy names 
of the Lord, Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, 
Rama Rama, Hare Hare, (2) to associate with devotees and serve them as far as possible, 
(3) to hear Srlmad-Bhdgavatam, (4) to see the decorated temple and the Deity and, if 
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possible, (5) to live in a place like Vrndavana or Mathura. These five items alone can 
help a devotee achieve the highest perfectional stage. This is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita 
and here in the Srimad-Bhagavatam. That third-class devotees can also imperceptibly 
achieve liberation is accepted in all Vedic literatures. 

SB 3.25.37 

TEXT 37 

3!qi MWIRiHWI- 

WT ^ ^ II II 

atho vibhutirfi mama mdydvinas tdm 
aisvaryam astdrigam anupravrttam 
sriyam bhdgavatlrn vdsprhayanti bhadrdm 
parasya me te 'snuvate tu lake 

SYNONYMS 

atho —then; vibhutim —opulence; mama —of Me; mdydvinah —of the Lord of mdyd; 
tdm —that; aisvaryam —mystic perfection; asta-angam —consisting of eight parts; 
anupravrttam —following; sriyam —splendor; bhdgavatlrn —of the kingdom of God; vd — 
or; asprhayanti —they do not desire; bhadrdm —blissful; parasya —of the Supreme Lord; 
me —of Me; te —those devotees; asnuvate —enjoy; tu —but; lake —in this life. 

TRANSLATION 

Thus because he is completely absorbed in thought of Me, the devotee does not desire 
even the highest benediction obtainable in the upper planetary systems, including 
Satyaloka. He does not desire the eight material perfections obtained from mystic yoga, 
nor does he desire to be elevated to the kingdom of God. Yet even without desiring them, 
the devotee enjoys, even in this life, all the offered benedictions. 

PURPORT 

The vibhuti, or opulences, offered by mdyd are of many varieties. We have experience of 
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different varieties of material enjoyment even on this planet, but if one is able to 
promote himself to higher planets like Candraloka, the sun or, still higher, Maharloka, 
Janaloka and Tapoloka, or even ultimately the highest planet, which is inhabited by 
Brahma and is called Satyaloka, there are immense possibilities for material enjoyment. 
For example, the duration of life on higher planets is far, far greater than on this planet. 
It is said that on the moon the duration of life is such that our six months are equal to 
one day. We cannot even imagine the duration of life on the highest planet. It is stated 
in Bhagavad-gltd that Brahma's twelve hours are inconceivable even to our 
mathematicians. These are all descriptions of the external energy of the Lord, or mdyd. 
Besides these, there are other opulences which the yogis can achieve by their mystic 
power. They are also material. A devotee does not aspire for all these material pleasures, 
although they are available to him simply by wishing. By the grace of the Lord, a devotee 
can achieve wonderful success simply by willing, but a real devotee does not like that. 
Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu has taught that one should not desire material opulence or 
material reputation, nor should one try to enjoy material beauty; one should simply 
aspire to be absorbed in the devotional service of the Lord, even if one does not get 
liberation but has to continue the process of birth and death unlimitedly. Actually, 
however, to one who engages in Krsna consciousness, liberation is already guaranteed. 
Devotees enjoy all the benefits of the higher planets and the Vaikuntha planets also. It 
is especially mentioned here, bhdgavatim bhadrdm. In the Vaikuntha planets everything 
is eternally peaceful, yet a pure devotee does not even aspire to be promoted there. But 
still he gets that advantage; he enjoys all the facilities of the material and spiritual 
worlds, even during the present life-span. 

SB 3.25.38 

TEXT 38 

trai II 9=: II 

na karhicin mat-pardh sdnta-rupe 
nanksyanti no me 'nimiso ledhi hetih 
yesdm aharh priya dtmd sutas ca 
sakhd guruh suhrdo daivam istam 
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SYNONYMS 


na —not; karhicit —ever; mat-pardh —My devotees; sdnta-rupe —O mother; nanksyanti — 
will lose; no—not; me —My; animisah —time; ledhi —destroys; hetih —weapon; yesdm —of 
whom; aham —I; priyah —dear; dtmd —self; sutah —son; ca —and; sakhd —friend; 
guruh —preceptor; suhrdah —benefactor; daivam —Deity; istam —chosen. 

TRANSLATION 

The Lord continued: My dear mother, devotees who receive such transcendental 
opulences are never bereft of them; neither weapons nor the change of time can destroy 
such opulences. Because the devotees accept Me as their friend, their relative, their son, 
preceptor, benefactor and Supreme Deity, they cannot be deprived of their possessions at 
any time. 


PURPORT 

It is stated in Bhagavad-gitd that one may elevate himself to the higher planetary 
systems, even up to Brahmaloka, by dint of pious activities, but when the effects of such 
pious activities are finished, one again comes back to this earth to begin a new life of 
activities. Thus even though one is promoted to the higher planetary system for 
enjoyment and a long duration of life, still that is not a permanent settlement. But as far 
as the devotees are concerned, their assets—the achievement of devotional service and 
the consequent opulence of Vaikuntha, even on this planet—are never destroyed. In 
this verse Kapiladeva addresses His mother as sdnta-rupd, indicating that the opulences 
of devotees are fixed because devotees are eternally fixed in the Vaikuntha atmosphere, 
which is called sdnta-rupa because it is in the mode of pure goodness, undisturbed by the 
modes of passion and ignorance. Once one is fixed in the devotional service of the Lord, 
his position of transcendental service cannot be destroyed, and the pleasure and service 
simply increase unlimitedly. For the devotees engaged in Krsna consciousness, in the 
Vaikuntha atmosphere, there is no influence of time. In the material world the 
influence of time destroys everything, but in the Vaikuntha atmosphere there is no 
influence of time or of the demigods because there are no demigods in the Vaikuntha 
planets. Here our activities are controlled by different demigods; even if we move our 
hand and leg, the action is controlled by the demigods. But in the Vaikuntha 
atmosphere there is no influence of the demigods or of time; therefore there is no 
question of destruction. When the time element is present, there is the certainty of 
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destruction, but when there is no time element—past, present or future—then 
everything is eternal. Therefore this verse uses the words na nanksyanti, indicating that 
the transcendental opulences will never be destroyed. 

The reason for freedom from destruction is also described. The devotees accept the 
Supreme Lord as the most dear personality and reciprocate with Him in different 
relationships. They accept the Supreme Personality of Godhead as the dearmost friend, 
the dearmost relative, the dearmost son, the dearmost preceptor, the dearmost well- 
wisher or the dearmost Deity. The Lord is eternal; therefore any relationship in which 
we accept Him is also eternal. It is clearly confirmed herein that the relationships 
cannot be destroyed, and therefore the opulences of those relationships are never 
destroyed. Every living entity has the propensity to love someone. We can see that if 
someone has no object of love, he generally directs his love to a pet animal like a cat or a 
dog. Thus the eternal propensity for love in all living entities is always searching for a 
place to reside. From this verse we can learn that we can love the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead as our dearmost object—as a friend, as a son, as a preceptor or as a well- 
wisher—and there will be no cheating and no end to such love. We shall eternally enjoy 
the relationship with the Supreme Lord in different aspects. A special feature of this 
verse is the acceptance of the Supreme Lord as the supreme preceptor. Bhagavad-gita 
was spoken directly by the Supreme Lord, and Arjuna accepted Krsna as guru, or 
spiritual master. Similarly, we should accept only Krsna as the supreme spiritual master. 
Krsna, of course, means Krsna and His confidential devotees; Krsna is not alone. When 
we speak of Krsna, "Krsna" means Krsna in His name, in His form, in His qualities, in 
His abode and in His associates. Krsna is never alone, for the devotees of Krsna are not 
impersonalists. For example, a king is always associated with his secretary, his 
commander, his servant and so much paraphernalia. As soon as we accept Krsna and His 
associates as our preceptors, no ill effects can destroy our knowledge. In the material 
world the knowledge which we acquire may change because of the influence of time, but 
nevertheless the conclusions received from Bhagavad-gltd, directly from the speeches of 
the Supreme Lord, Krsna, can never change. There is no use interpreting Bhagavad-gltd; 
it is eternal. 

Krsna, the Supreme Lord, should be accepted as one's best friend. He will never cheat. 
He will always give His friendly advice and friendly protection to the devotee. If Krsna 
is accepted as a son. He will never die. Here we have a very loving son or child, but the 
father and mother, or those who are affectionate towards him, always hope, "May my son 
not die." But Krsna actually never will die. Therefore those who accept Krsna, or the 
Supreme Lord, as their son will never be bereft of their son. In many instances devotees 
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have accepted the Deity as a son. In Bengal there are many such instances, and even 
after the death of the devotee, the Deity performs the sraddha ceremony for the father. 
The relationship is never destroyed. People are accustomed to worship different forms of 
demigods, but in Bhagavad-gUd such a mentality is condemned; therefore one should be 
intelligent enough to worship only the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His different 
forms such as Laksmi-Narayana, Sita-Rama and Radha-Krsna. Thus one will never be 
cheated. By worshiping the demigods one may elevate himself to the higher planets, but 
during the dissolution of the material world, the deity and the abode of the deity will be 
destroyed. But one who worships the Supreme Personality of Godhead is promoted to 
the Vaikuntha planets, where there is no influence of time, destruction or annihilation. 
The conclusion is that the time influence cannot act upon devotees who have accepted 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead as everything. 

SB 3.25.39, SB 3.25.40, SB 3.25.39-40 

TEXTS 39-40 

SIHUH-i ^ ^ II II 

II 8° II 

imam lokarh tathaivdmum 
dtmdnam ubhaydyinam 
dtmdnam anu ye ceha 
ye rdyah pasavo grhdh 

visrjya sarvdn anydrhs ca 
mam evarfi visvato-mukham 
bhajanty ananyayd bhaktyd 
tan mrtyor atipdraye 

SYNONYMS 

imam —this; lokam —world; tathd —accordingly; eva —certainly; amum —that world; 
dtmdnam —the subtle body; ubhaya —in both; ayinam —traveling; dtmdnam —the body; 
anu —in relationship with; ye —those who; ca —also; iha —in this world; ye —that which; 
rdyah —wealth; pasavah —cattle; grhdh —houses; visrjya —having given up; sarvdn —all; 
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anydn —other; ca —and; mam —Me; evam —thus; visvatah-mukham —the all-pervading 
Lord of the universe; bhajanti —they worship; ananyayd —unflinching; bhaktyd —by 
devotional service; tan—them; mrtyoh —of death; atipdraye —I take to the other side. 

TRANSLATION 

Thus the devotee who worships Me, the all-pervading Lord of the universe, in 
unflinching devotional service, gives up all aspirations to be promoted to heavenly planets 
or to become happy in this world with wealth, children, cattle, home or anything in 
relationship with the body. I take him to the other side of birth and death. 

PURPORT 

Unflinching devotional service, as described in these two verses, means engaging oneself 
in full Krsna consciousness, or devotional service, accepting the Supreme Lord as all in 
all. Since the Supreme Lord is all-inclusive, if anyone worships Him with unflinching 
faith, he has automatically achieved all other opulences and performed all other duties. 
The Lord promises herein that He takes His devotee to the other side of birth and death. 
Lord Caitanya, therefore, recommended that one who aspires to go beyond birth and 
death should have no material possessions. This means that one should not try to be 
happy in this world or to be promoted to the heavenly world, nor should he try for 
material wealth, children, houses or cattle. 

How liberation is imperceptibly achieved by a pure devotee and what the symptoms are 
have been explained. For the conditioned soul there are two statuses of living. One 
status is in this present life, and the other is our preparation for the next life. If I am in 
the mode of goodness then I may be preparing for promotion to the higher planets, if I 
am in the mode of passion then I shall remain here in a society where activity is very 
prominent, and if I am in the mode of ignorance I may be degraded to animal life or a 
lower grade of human life. But for a devotee there is no concern for this life or the next 
life because in any life he does not desire elevation in material prosperity or a high-grade 
or low-grade life. He prays to the Lord, "My dear Lord, it does not matter where I am 
born, but let me be born, even as an ant, in the house of a devotee." A pure devotee does 
not pray to the Lord for liberation from this material bondage. Actually, the pure 
devotee never thinks that he is fit for liberation. Considering his past life and his 
mischievous activities, he thinks that he is fit to be sent to the lowest region of hell. If in 
this life I am trying to become a devotee, this does not mean that in my many past lives I 
was one-hundred-percent pious. That is not possible. A devotee, therefore, is always 


404 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 




conscious of his real position. Only by his full surrender to the Lord, by the Lord's grace, 
are his sufferings made shorter. As stated in Bhagavad-gita, "Surrender unto Me, and I 
will give you protection from all kinds of sinful reaction." That is His mercy. But this 
does not mean that one who has surrendered to the lotus feet of the Lord has committed 
no misdeeds in his past life. A devotee always prays, "For my misdeeds, may I be born 
again and again, but my only prayer is that I may not forget Your service." The devotee 
has that much mental strength, and he prays to the Lord: "May I be born again and 
again, but let me be born in the home of Your pure devotee so that I may again get a 
chance to develop myself." 

A pure devotee is not anxious to elevate himself in his next birth. He has already given 
up that sort of hope. In any life in which one is born, as a householder, or even as an 
animal, one must have some children, some resources or some possessions, but a devotee 
is not anxious to possess anything. He is satisfied with whatever is obtainable by God's 
grace. He is not at all attached to improving his social status or improving the status of 
education of his children. He is not neglectful—he is dutiful—but he does not spend too 
much time on the upliftment of temporary household or social life. He fully engages in 
the service of the Lord, and for other affairs he simply spares as much time as absolutely 
necessary (yathdrham upayunjatah). Such a pure devotee does not care for what is going 
to happen in the next life or in this life; he does not care even for family, children or 
society. He fully engages in the service of the Lord in Krsna consciousness. It is stated in 
Bhagavad-gita that without the knowledge of the devotee, the Lord arranges for His 
devotee to be immediately transferred to His transcendental abode just after leaving his 
body. After quitting his body he does not go into the womb of another mother. The 
ordinary common living entity, after death, is transferred to the womb of another 
mother, according to his karma, or activities, to take another type of body. But as far as 
the devotee is concerned, he is at once transferred to the spiritual world in the 
association of the Lord. That is the Lord's special mercy. How it is possible is explained 
in the following verses. Because He is all-powerful, the Lord can do anything and 
everything. He can excuse all sinful reactions. He can immediately transfer a person to 
Vaikunthaloka. That is the inconceivable power of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, who is favorably disposed to the pure devotees. 

SB 3.25.41 

TEXT 41 
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3IFR: ^ II II 


ndnyatra mad bhagavatah 
pradhana-purusesvarat 
dtmanah sarva-bhutdndrh 
bhayarfi tlvrarh nivartate 

SYNONYMS 

na —not; anyatra —otherwise; mat —than Myself; bhagavatah —the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead; pradhana-purusa-isvarat —the Lord of both prakrti and purusa; dtmanah — 
the soul; sarva-bhutdndm —of all living beings; bhayam —fear; tlvram —terrible; 
nivartate —is forsaken. 


TRANSLATION 

The terrible fear of birth and death can never be forsaken by anyone who resorts to any 
shelter other than Myself, for I am the almighty Lord, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, the original source of all creation, and also the Supreme Soul of all souls. 

PURPORT 

It is indicated herein that the cycle of birth and death cannot be stopped unless one is a 
pure devotee of the Supreme Lord. It is said, haririi vind na mrtim taranti. One cannot 
surpass the cycle of birth and death unless one is favored by the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. The same concept is confirmed herewith: one may take to the system of 
understanding the Absolute Truth by one's own imperfect sensory speculation, or one 
may try to realize the self by the mystic yoga process; but whatever one may do, unless he 
comes to the point of surrendering to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, no process 
can give him liberation. One may ask if this means that those who are undergoing so 
much penance and austerity by strictly following the rules and regulations are 
endeavoring in vain. The answer is given by Srlmad-Bhdgavatam (10.2.32): ye 'nye 
'ravinddksa vimukta-mdninah. Lord Brahma and other demigods prayed to the Lord 
when Krsna was in the womb of Devaki: "My dear lotus-eyed Lord, there are persons 
who are puffed up with the thought that they have become liberated or one with God or 
have become God, but in spite of thinking in such a puffed-up way, their intelligence is 
not laudable. They are less intelligent." It is stated that their intelligence, whether high 
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or low, is not even purified. In purified intelligence a living entity cannot think 
otherwise than to surrender. Bhagavad-gltd, therefore, confirms that purified 
intelligence arises in the person of a very wise man. Bahundrh janmandm ante jndnavdn 
mdrh prapadyate IBg. 7.19]. After many, many births, one who is actually advanced in 
intelligence surrenders unto the Supreme Lord. 

Without the surrendering process, one cannot achieve liberation. The Bhdgavatam says, 
"Those who are simply puffed up, thinking themselves liberated by some nondevotional 
process, are not polished or clear in intelligence, for they have not yet surrendered unto 
You. In spite of executing all kinds of austerities and penances or even arriving at the 
brink of spiritual realization in Brahman realization, they think that they are in the 
effulgence of Brahman, but actually, because they have no transcendental activities, 
they fall down to material activities." One should not be satisfied simply with knowing 
that one is Brahman. He must engage himself in the service of the Supreme Brahman; 
that is bhakti. The engagement of Brahman should be the service of Parabrahman. It is 
said that unless one becomes Brahman one cannot serve Brahman. The Supreme 
Brahman is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and the living entity is also Brahman. 
Without realization that he is Brahman, spirit soul, an eternal servitor of the Lord, if 
one simply thinks that he is Brahman, his realization is only theoretical. He has to 
realize and at the same time engage himself in the devotional service of the Lord; then 
he can exist in the Brahman status. Otherwise he falls down. 

The Bhdgavatam says that because nondevotees neglect the transcendental loving 
service of the lotus feet of the Personality of Godhead, their intelligence is not 
sufficient, and therefore these persons fall down. The living entity must have some 
activity. If he does not engage in the activity of transcendental service, he must fall 
down to material activity. As soon as one falls down to material activity, there is no 
rescue from the cycle of birth and death. It is stated here by Lord Kapila, "Without My 
mercy" (ndnyatra mad bhagavatah). The Lord is stated here to be Bhagavan, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, indicating that He is full of all opulences and is 
therefore perfectly competent to deliver one from the cycle of birth and death. He is 
also called pradhdna because He is the Supreme. He is equal to everyone, but to one who 
surrenders to Him He is especially favorable. It is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd that 
the Lord is equal to everyone; no one is His enemy and no one is His friend. But to one 
who surrenders unto Him, He is especially inclined. By the grace of the Lord, simply by 
surrendering unto Him one can get out of this cycle of birth and death. Otherwise, one 
may go on in many, many lives and may many times attempt other processes for 
liberation. 
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TEXT 42 


SB 3.25.42 


^ 4 ## II 8 ? II 

mad-bhayad vdti vdto 'yam 
suryas tapati mad-bhaydt 
varsatlndro dahaty agnir 
mrtyus carati mad-bhaydt 

SYNONYMS 

mat-bhaydt —out of fear of Me; vdti —blows; vdtah —wind; ayam —this; suryah —the sun; 
tapati —shines; mat-bhaydt —out of fear of Me; varsati —showers rain; indrah —Indra; 
dahati —burns; agnih —fire; mrtyuh —death; carati —goes; mat-bhaydt —out of fear of 
Me. 


TRANSLATION 

It is because of My supremacy that the wind blows, out of fear of Me; the sun shines out 
of fear of Me, and the lord of the clouds, Indra, sends forth showers out of fear of Me. 

Fire burns out of fear of Me, and death goes about taking its toll out of fear of Me. 

PURPORT 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, says in Bhagavad-gitd that the natural laws 
being enacted are correct in all activities because of His superintendence. No one should 
think that nature is working automatically, without superintendence. The Vedic 
literature says that the clouds are controlled by the demigod Indra, heat is distributed by 
the sun-god, the soothing moonlight is distributed by Candra, and the air is blowing 
under the arrangement of the demigod Vayu. But above all these demigods, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is the chief living entity. Nityo nitydndrh cetanas cetandndm 
(Katha Upanisad 2.2.13). The demigods are also ordinary living entities, but due to their 
faithfulness—their devotional service attitude—they have been promoted to such posts. 
These different demigods, or directors, such as Gandra, Varuna and Vayu, are called 
adhikdri-devatd. The demigods are departmental heads. The government of the Supreme 
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Lord consists not only of one planet or two or three; there are millions of planets and 
millions of universes. The Supreme Personality of Godhead has a huge government, and 
He requires assistants. The demigods are considered His bodily limbs. These are the 
descriptions of Vedic literature. Under these circumstances, the sun-god, the moon-god, 
the fire-god and the air-god are working under the direction of the Supreme Lord. It is 
confirmed in the Bhagavad-gUd, mayddhyaksena prakrtih suyate sa-cardcaram iBg. 9.10]. 
The natural laws are being conducted under His superintendence. Because He is in the 
background, everything is being performed punctually and regularly. 

One who has taken shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is completely 
protected from all other influences. He no longer serves or is obliged to anyone else. Of 
course he is not disobedient to anyone, but his full power of thought is absorbed in the 
service of the Lord. The statements by the Supreme Personality of Godhead Kapila that 
under His direction the air is blowing, the fire is burning and the sun is giving heat are 
not sentimental. The impersonalist may say that the Bhdgavatam devotees create and 
imagine someone as the Supreme Personality of Godhead and assign qualifications to 
Him; but actually it is neither imagination nor an imposition of artificial power in the 
name of Godhead. In the Vedas it is said, bhlsdsmdd vdtah pavate/ bhlsodeti suryah: "By 
fear of the Supreme Lord the wind-god and the sun-god are acting." Bhlsdsmdd agnis 
candras caj mrtyur dhdvati pancamah: "Agni, Indra and Mrtyu are also acting under His 
direction." These are the statements of the Vedas. 

SB 3.25.43 

TEXT 43 

^ II B9 II 

jndna-vairdgya-yuktena 
bhakti-yogena yoginah 
ksemdya pdda-mularh me 
pravisanty akuto-bhayam 

SYNONYMS 

jndna —with knowledge; vairdgya —and renunciation; yuktena —equipped; bhakti- 
yogena —by devotional service; yoginah —the yogis; ksemdya —for eternal benefit; pdda- 
mulam —feet; me —My; pravisanti —take shelter of; akutah-bhayam —without fear. 
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TRANSLATION 


The yogis, equipped with transcendental knowledge and renunciation and engaged in 
devotional service for their eternal benefit, take shelter of My lotus feet, and since I am 
the Lord, they are thus eligible to enter into the kingdom of Godhead without fear. 

PURPORT 

One who actually wants to be liberated from the entanglement of this material world 
and go back home, back to Godhead, is actually a mystic yogi. The words explicitly used 
here are yuktena bhakti-yogena. Those yogis, or mystics, who engage in devotional service 
are the first-class yogis. The first-class yogis, as described in Bhagavad-gita, are those who 
are constantly thinking of the Lord, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna. These 
yogis are not without knowledge and renunciation. To become a bhakti-yogl means to 
automatically attain knowledge and renunciation. That is the consequent result of 
bhakti-yoga. In the Bhdgavatam, First Ganto, Second Ghapter, it is also confirmed that 
one who engages in the devotional service of Vasudeva, Krsna, has complete 
transcendental knowledge and renunciation, and there is no explanation for these 
attainments. Ahaitukl —without reason, they come. Even if a person is completely 
illiterate, the transcendental knowledge of the scriptures is revealed unto him simply 
because of his engagement in devotional service. That is also stated in the Vedic 
literature. To anyone who has full faith in the Supreme Personality of Godhead and the 
spiritual master, all the import of the Vedic literatures is revealed. He does not have to 
seek separately; the yogis who engage in devotional service are full in knowledge and 
renunciation. If there is a lack of knowledge and renunciation, it is to be understood 
that one is not in full devotional service. The conclusion is that one cannot be sure of 
entrance into the spiritual realm—in either the impersonal brahmajyoti effulgence of 
the Lord or the Vaikuntha planets within that Brahman effulgence—unless he is 
surrendered unto the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord. The surrendered souls are called 
akuto-bhaya. They are doubtless and fearless, and their entrance into the spiritual 
kingdom is guaranteed. 

SB 3.25.44 

TEXT 44 
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etdvdn eva loke 'smin 
purhsdrh nihsreyasodayah 
tlvrena bhakti-yogena 
mano mayy arpitarh sthiram 

SYNONYMS 

etdvdn eva —only so far; loke asmin —in this world; purhsdm —of men; nihsreyasa —final 
perfection of life; udayah —the attainment of; tlvrena —intense; bhakti-yogena —by 
practice of devotional service; manah —mind; mayi —in Me; arpitam —fixed; sthiram — 
steady. 


TRANSLATION 

Therefore persons whose minds are fixed on the Lord engage in the intensive practice of 
devotional service. That is the only means for attainment of the final perfection of life. 

PURPORT 

Here the words mano mayy arpitam, which mean "the mind being fixed on Me," are 
significant. One should fix his mind on the lotus feet of Krsna or His incarnation. To be 
fixed steadily in that freedom is the way of liberation. Ambarlsa Maharaja is an example. 
He fixed his mind on the lotus feet of the Lord, he spoke only on the pastimes of the 
Lord, he smelled only the flowers and tulasi offered to the Lord, he walked only to the 
temple of the Lord, he engaged his hands in cleansing the temple, he engaged his tongue 
in tasting the foodstuff offered to the Lord, and he engaged his ears for hearing the great 
pastimes of the Lord. In that way all his senses were engaged. First of all, the mind 
should be engaged at the lotus feet of the Lord, very steadily and naturally. Because the 
mind is the master of the senses, when the mind is engaged, all the senses become 
engaged. That is bhakti-yoga. Yoga means controlling the senses. The senses cannot be 
controlled in the proper sense of the term; they are always agitated. This is true also 
with a child—how long can he be forced to sit down silently? It is not possible. Even 
Arjuna said, cancalarh hi manah krsna: IBg. 6.34] "The mind is always agitated." The best 
course is to fix the mind on the lotus feet of the Lord. Mano mayy arpitarh sthiram. If one 
seriously engages in Krsna consciousness, that is the highest perfectional stage. All 
Krsna conscious activities are on the highest perfectional level of human life. 
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Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Twenty-fifth Chapter, of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "The Glories of Devotional Service." 


26. Fundamental Principles of Material Nature 


SB 3.26.1 


TEXTl 



II ? II 

srl-bhagavdn uvdca 
atha te sampravaksydmi 
tattvdndrh laksanarh prthak 
yad viditvd vimucyeta 
purusah prdkrtair gunaih 

SYNONYMS 

srl-bhagavdn uvdca —the Personality of Godhead said; atha —now; te —to you; 
sampravaksydmi —I shall describe; tattvdndm —of the categories of the Absolute Truth; 
laksanam —the distinctive features; prthak —one by one; yat —which; viditvd —knowing; 
vimucyeta —one can be released; purusah —any person; prdkrtaih —of the material 
nature; gunaih —from the modes. 


TRANSLATION 

The Personality of Godhead, Kapila, continued; My dear mother, now I shall describe 
unto you the different categories of the Absolute Truth, knowing which any person can 
be released from the influence of the modes of material nature. 

PURPORT 
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As stated in Bhagavad-gltd, one can understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
the Absolute Truth, only through devotional service (bhaktyd mdm ahhijdndti iBg. 

18.55]). As stated in the Bhdgavatam, the object of devotional service is mam, Krsna. 
And, as explained in the Caitanya-caritdmrta, to understand Krsna means to understand 
Krsna in His personal form with His internal energy. His external energy. His 
expansions and His incarnations. There are many diverse departments of knowledge in 
understanding Krsna. Sankhya philosophy is especially meant for persons who are 
conditioned by this material world. It is generally understood by the parampard system, 
or by disciplic succession, to be the science of devotional service. Preliminary studies of 
devotional service have already been explained. Now the analytical study of devotional 
service will be explained by the Lord, who says that by such an analytical study, one 
becomes freed from the modes of material nature. The same assertion is confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gltd. Tato mdrh tattvato jndtvd: by understanding the Lord according to 
various categories, one can become eligible to enter into the kingdom of God. This is 
also explained here. By understanding the science of devotional service in Sankhya 
philosophy, one can become free from the modes of material nature. The eternal self, 
after becoming freed from the spell of material nature, becomes eligible to enter into the 
kingdom of God. As long as one has even a slight desire to enjoy or lord it over material 
nature, there is no chance of his being freed from the influence of nature's material 
modes. Therefore, one has to understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
analytically, as explained in the Sankhya system of philosophy by Lord Kapiladeva. 

SB 3.26.2 

TEXT 2 

HR I 

II II 

jndnarh nihsreyasdrthdya 
purusasydtma-darsanam 
yad dhur varnaye tat te 
hrdaya-granthi-bhedanam 

SYNONYMS 

jndnam —knowledge; nihheyasa-arthdya —for the ultimate perfection; purusasya —of a 
man; dtma-darsanam —self-realization; yat —which; dhuh —they said; varnaye —I shall 
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explain; tat —that; te —to you; hrdaya —in the heart; granthi —the knots; bhedanam — 
cuts. 


TRANSLATION 

Knowledge is the ultimate perfection of self-realization. I shall explain that knowledge 
unto you by which the knots of attachment to the material world are cut. 

PURPORT 

It is said that by proper understanding of the pure self, or by self-realization, one can be 
freed from material attachment. Knowledge leads one to attain the ultimate perfection 
of life and to see oneself as he is. The Svetdsvatara Upanisad (3.8) also confirms this. 
Tam eva viditvati-mrtyum eti: simply by understanding one's spiritual position, or by 
seeing oneself as he is, one can be freed from material entanglement. In various ways, 
the seeing of oneself is described in the Vedic literatures, and it is confirmed in the 
Bhdgavatam (purusasya dtma-darsanam) that one has to see oneself and know what he 
is. As Kapiladeva explains to His mother, this "seeing" can be done by hearing from the 
proper authoritative source. Kapiladeva is the greatest authority because He is the 
Personality of Godhead, and if someone accepts whatever is explained as it is, without 
interpretation, then he can see himself. 

Lord Caitanya explained to Sanatana Gosvami the real constitutional position of the 
individual. He said directly that each and every individual soul is eternally a servitor of 
Krsna. Jlvera 'svarupa' haya-krsnera 'nitya-ddsa': IGc. Madhya 20.108] every individual 
soul is eternally a servitor. When one is fixed in the understanding that he is part and 
parcel of the Supreme Soul and that his eternal position is to serve in association with 
the Supreme Lord, he becomes self-realized. This position of rightly understanding 
oneself cuts the knot of material attraction (hrdaya-granthi-bhedanam). Due to false ego, 
or false identification of oneself with the body and the material world, one is entrapped 
by mdyd, but as soon as one understands that he is qualitatively the same substance as 
the Supreme Lord because he belongs to the same category of spirit soul, and that his 
perpetual position is to serve, one attains dtma-darsanam and hrdaya-granthi-bhedanam, 
self-realization. When one can cut the knot of attachment to the material world, his 
understanding is called knowledge. Atma-darsanam means to see oneself by knowledge; 
therefore, when one is freed from the false ego by the cultivation of real knowledge, he 
sees himself, and that is the ultimate necessity of human life. The soul is thus isolated 
from the entanglement of the twenty-four categories of material nature. Pursuit of the 
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systematic philosophic process called Sahkhya is called knowledge and self-revelation. 

SB 3.26.3 

TEXT 3 

^ 51^; m I 

JlrJfTCITO ^ II ? II 

anddir dtmd puruso 
nirgunah prakrteh parah 
pratyag-dhama svayarh-jyotir 
visvarh yena samanvitam 

SYNONYMS 

anddih —without a beginning; dtmd —the Supreme Soul; purusah —the Personality of 
Godhead; nirgunah —transcendental to the material modes of nature; prakrteh parah — 
beyond this material world; pratyak-dhdmd —perceivable everywhere; svayam-jyotih — 
self-effulgent; visvam —the entire creation; yena —by whom; samanvitam —is 
maintained. 


TRANSLATION 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is the Supreme Soul, and He has no beginning. He 
is transcendental to the material modes of nature and beyond the existence of this 
material world. He is perceivable everywhere because He is self-effulgent, and by His 
self-effulgent luster the entire creation is maintained. 

PURPORT 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is described as being without beginning. He is 
purusa, the Supreme Spirit, purusa means "person." When we think of a person in our 
present experience, that person has a beginning. This means that he has taken birth and 
that there is a history from the beginning of his life. But the Lord is particularly 
mentioned here as anddi, beginningless. If we examine all persons, we will find that 
everyone has a beginning, but when we approach a person who has no beginning. He is 
the Supreme Person. That is the definition given in the Brahma-samhitd. Isvarah 
par amah krsnah: [Bs. 5.1] the Supreme Personality of Godhead is Krsna, the supreme 
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controller; He is without beginning, and He is the beginning of everyone. This 
definition is found in all Vedic literatures. 

The Lord is described as the soul, or spirit. What is the definition of spirit? Spirit is 
perceivable everywhere. Brahman means "great." His greatness is perceived everywhere. 
And what is that greatness? Consciousness. We have personal experience of 
consciousness, for it is spread all over the body; in every hair follicle of our body we can 
feel consciousness. This is individual consciousness. Similarly, there is 
superconsciousness. The example can be given of a small light and the sunlight. The 
sunlight is perceived everywhere, even within the room or in the sky, but the small light 
is experienced within a specific limit. Similarly, our consciousness is perceived within 
the limit of our particular body, but the superconsciousness, or the existence of God, is 
perceived everywhere. He is present everywhere by His energy. It is stated in the Visnu 
Purdna that whatever we find, anywhere and everywhere, is the distribution of the 
energy of the Supreme Lord. In Bhagavad-gUd also it is confirmed that the Lord is all- 
pervading and exists everywhere by His two kinds of energy, one spiritual and the other 
material. Both the spiritual and material energies are spread everywhere, and that is the 
proof of the existence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

The existence of consciousness everywhere is not temporary. It is without beginning, 
and because it is without beginning, it is also without end. The theory that 
consciousness develops at a certain stage of material combination is not accepted herein, 
for the consciousness which exists everywhere is said to be without beginning. The 
materialistic or atheistic theory stating that there is no soul, that there is no God and 
that consciousness is the result of a combination of matter is not acceptable. Matter is 
not beginningless; it has a beginning. As this material body has a beginning, the 
universal body does also. And as our material body has begun on the basis of our soul, 
the entire gigantic universal body has begun on the basis of the Supreme Soul. The 
Veddnta-sutra says, janmddy asya ISB 1.1.1]. This entire material exhibition—its creation, 
its growth, its maintenance and its dissolution—is an emanation from the Supreme 
Person. In Bhagavad-gltd also, the Lord says, "I am the beginning, the source of birth of 
everything." 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is described here. He is not a temporary person, 
nor does He have a beginning. He is without a cause, and He is the cause of all causes. 
parah means "transcendental," "beyond the creative energy." The Lord is the creator of 
the creative energy. We can see that there is a creative energy in the material world, but 
He is not under this energy. He is prakrti-parah, beyond this energy. He is not subjected 
to the threefold miseries created by the material energy because He is beyond it. The 
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modes of material nature do not touch Him. It is explained here, svayam-jyotih: He is 
light Himself. We have experience in the material world of one light's being a reflection 
of another, just as moonlight is a reflection of the sunlight. Sunlight is also the 
reflection of the hrahmajyoti. Similarly, hrahmajyoti, the spiritual effulgence, is a 
reflection of the body of the Supreme Lord. This is confirmed in the Brahma-samhitd: 
yasya prabhd prabhavatah IBs. 5.40]. The brahmajyoti, or Brahman effulgence, is due to 
His bodily luster. Therefore it is said here, svayam-jyotih: He Himself is light. His light is 
distributed in different ways, as the brahmajyoti, as sunlight and as moonlight. Bhagavad- 
gltd confirms that in the spiritual world there is no need of sunlight, moonlight or 
electricity. The Upanisads also confirm this; because the bodily luster of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is sufficient to illuminate the spiritual world, there is no need of 
sunlight, moonlight or any other light or electricity. This self-illumination also 
contradicts the theory that the spirit soul, or the spiritual consciousness, develops at a 
certain point in material combination. The term svayam-jyotih indicates that there is no 
tinge of anything material or any material reaction. It is confirmed here that the 
concept of the Lord's all-pervasiveness is due to His illumination everywhere. We have 
experience that the sun is situated in one place, but the sunlight is diffused all around 
for millions and millions of miles. That is our practical experience. Similarly, although 
the supreme light is situated in His personal abode, Vaikuntha or Vrndavana, His light 
is diffused not only in the spiritual world but beyond that. In the material world also, 
that light is reflected by the sun globe, and the sunlight is reflected by the moon globe. 
Thus although He is situated in His own abode. His light is distributed all over the 
spiritual and material worlds. The Brahma-samhitd {531) confirms this. Goloka eva 
nivasaty akhildtma-bhutah: He is living in Goloka, but still He is present all over the 
creation. He is the Supersoul of everything, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and 
He has innumerable transcendental qualities. It is also concluded that although He is 
undoubtedly a person. He is not a purusa of this material world. Mayavadi philosophers 
cannot understand that beyond this material world there can be a person; therefore they 
are impersonalists. But it is explained very nicely here that the Personality of Godhead 
is beyond material existence. 


TEXT 4 


SB 3.26.4 


II a ii 
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sa esa prakrtirh suksmdrh 
daivlrh gunamaylrh vihhuh 
yadrcchayaivopagatam 
abhyapadyata lilayd 

SYNONYMS 

sah esah —that same Supreme Personality of Godhead; prakrtim —material energy; 
suksmdm —subtle; daivlm —related to Visnu; gunamaylm —invested with the three 
modes of material nature; vihhuh —the greatest of the great; yadrcchayd —of His own 
will; iva —quite; upagatdm —obtained; abhyapadyata —He accepted; lilayd —as His 
pastime. 


TRANSLATION 

As His pastime, that Supreme Personality of Godhead, the greatest of the great, accepted 
the subtle material energy, which is invested with three material modes of nature and 
which is related with Visnu. 


PURPORT 

In this verse the word gunamayim is very significant. Daivlm means "the energy of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead," and gunamayim means "invested with the three 
modes of material nature." When the material energy of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead appears, this gunamayim energy acts as a manifestation of the energies of the 
three modes; it acts as a covering. The energy emanated from the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead manifests in two ways—as an emanation from the Supreme Lord and as a 
covering of the Lord's face. In Bhagavad-gltd it is said that because the whole world is 
illusioned by the three modes of material nature, the common conditioned soul, being 
covered by such energy, cannot see the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The example 
of a cloud is very nicely given. All of a sudden there may appear a big cloud in the sky. 
This cloud is perceived in two ways. To the sun the cloud is a creation of its energy, but 
to the ordinary common man in the conditioned state, it is a covering to the eyes; 
because of the cloud, the sun cannot be seen. It is not that the sun is actually covered by 
the cloud; only the vision of the ordinary being is covered. Similarly, although mdyd 
cannot cover the Supreme Lord, who is beyond mdyd, the material energy covers the 
ordinary living entities. Those conditioned souls who are covered are individual living 
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entities, and He from whose energy mdyd is created is the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. 

In another place in the Srimad-Bhdgavatam, in the First Canto, Seventh Chapter, it is 
stated that Vyasadeva, by his spiritual vision, saw the Supreme Lord and the material 
energy standing behind Him. This indicates that material energy cannot cover the Lord, 
just as darkness cannot cover the sun. Darkness can cover a jurisdiction which is very 
insignificant in comparison to that of the sun. Darkness can cover a small cave, but not 
the open sky. Similarly, the covering capacity of the material energy is limited and 
cannot act on the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is therefore called vibhu. As 
the appearance of a cloud is accepted by tbe sun, so tbe appearance of the material 
energy at a certain interval is accepted by tbe Lord. Although His material energy is 
utilized to create the material world, this does not mean that He is covered by that 
energy. Those who are covered by the material energy are called conditioned souls. The 
Lord accepts the material energy for His material pastimes in creation, maintenance and 
dissolution. But the conditioned soul is covered; he cannot understand that beyond this 
material energy there is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the cause of all 
causes, just as a less intelligent person cannot understand that beyond the covering of 
the clouds there is bright sunshine. 

SB 3.26.5 

TEXTS 

jrai; I 
II X II 

gunair vicitrdh srjatirh 
sa-rupdh prakrtirh prajdh 
vilokya mumuhe sadyah 
sa iha jfidna-guhayd 

SYNONYMS 

gunaih —by the threefold modes; vicitrdh —variegated; srjatlm —creating; sa-rupdh — 
with forms; prakrtim —material nature; prajdh —living entities; vilokya —having seen; 
mumuhe —was illusioned; sadyah —at once; sah —the living entity; iha —in this world; 
jfidna-guhayd —by the knowledge-covering feature. 
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TRANSLATION 


Divided into varieties by her threefold modes, material nature creates the forms of the 
living entities, and the living entities, seeing this, are illusioned by the knowledge— 
covering feature of the illusory energy. 


PURPORT 

Material energy has the power to cover knowledge, but this covering cannot be applied 
to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is applicable only to the prajdh, or those who 
are born with material bodies, the conditioned souls. The different kinds of living 
entities vary according to the modes of material nature, as explained in Bhagavad-gita 
and other Vedic literature. In Bhagavad-gita (7.12) it is very nicely explained that 
although the modes of goodness, passion and ignorance are born of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, He is not subject to them. In other words, the energy 
emanating from the Supreme Personality of Godhead cannot act on Him; it acts on the 
conditioned souls, who are covered by the material energy. The Lord is the father of all 
living entities because He impregnates material energy with the conditioned souls. 
Therefore, the conditioned souls get bodies created by the material energy, whereas the 
father of the living entities is aloof from the three modes. 

It is stated in the previous verse that the material energy was accepted by the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead in order that He might exhibit pastimes for the living entities 
who wanted to enjoy and lord it over the material energy. This world was created 
through the material energy of the Lord for the so-called enjoyment of such living 
entities. Why this material world was created for the sufferings of the conditioned souls 
is a very intricate question. There is a hint in the previous verse in the word lilayd, 
which means "for the pastimes of the Lord." The Lord wants to rectify the enjoying 
temperament of the conditioned souls. It is stated in Bhagavad-gltd that no one is the 
enjoyer but the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This material energy is created, 
therefore, for anyone who pretends to enjoy. An example can be cited here that there is 
no necessity for the government's creation of a separate police department, but because 
it is a fact that some of the citizens will not accept the state laws, a department to deal 
with criminals is necessary. There is no necessity, but at the same time there is a 
necessity. Similarly, there was no necessity to create this material world for the 
sufferings of the conditioned souls, but at the same time there are certain living entities, 
known as nitya-baddha, who are eternally conditioned. We say that they have been 
conditioned from time immemorial because no one can trace out when the living entity. 
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the part and parcel of the Supreme Lord, became rebellious against the supremacy of the 
Lord. 

It is a fact that there are two classes of men—those who are obedient to the laws of the 
Supreme Lord and those who are atheists or agnostics, who do not accept the existence 
of God and who want to create their own laws. They want to establish that everyone 
can create his own laws or his own religious path. Without tracing out the beginning of 
the existence of these two classes, we can take it for granted that some of the living 
entities revolted against the laws of the Lord. Such entities are called conditioned souls, 
for they are conditioned by the three modes of material nature. Therefore the words 
gunair vicitrdh are used here. 

In this material world there are 8,400,000 species of life. As spirit souls, they are all 
transcendental to this material world. Why, then, do they exhibit themselves in 
different stages of life? The answer is given here: they are under the spell of the three 
modes of material nature. Because they were created by the material energy, their bodies 
are made of the material elements. Covered by the material body, the spiritual identity is 
lost, and therefore the word mumuhe is used here, indicating that they have forgotten 
their own spiritual identity. This forgetfulness of spiritual identity is present in the jlvas, 
or souls, who are conditioned, being subject to be covered by the energy of material 
nature. Jfidna-guhayd is another word used. Guhd means "covering." Because the 
knowledge of the minute conditioned souls is covered, they are exhibited in so many 
species of life. It is said in the Srlmad-Bhagavatam, Seventh Chapter, First Canto, "The 
living entities are illusioned by the material energy." In the Vedas also it is stated that 
the eternal living entities are covered by different modes and that they are called 
tricolored—red, white and blue—living entities. Red is the representation of the mode 
of passion, white is the representation of the mode of goodness, and blue is the 
representation of the mode of ignorance. These modes of material nature belong to the 
material energy, and therefore the living entities under these different modes of 
material nature have different kinds of material bodies. Because they are forgetful of 
their spiritual identities, they think the material bodies to be themselves. To the 
conditioned soul, "me" means the material body. This is called moha, or bewilderment. 

It is repeatedly said in the Katha Upanisad that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is 
never affected by the influence of material nature. It is, rather, the conditioned souls, or 
the minute infinitesimal parts and parcels of the Supreme, who are affected by the 
influence of material nature and who appear in different bodies under the material 
modes. 


SB 3.26.6 
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TEXT 6 


I 

II 5 II 

evarh parabhidhyanena 
kartrtvarh prakrteh pumdn 
karmasu kriyamdnesu 
gunair dtmani manyate 

SYNONYMS 

evam —in this way; para —other; ahhidhydnena —by identification; kartrtvam —the 
performance of activities; prakrteh —of the material nature; pumdn —the living entity; 
karmasu kriyamdnesu —while the activities are being performed; gunaih —by the three 
modes; dtmani —to himself; manyate —he considers. 

TRANSLATION 

Because of his forgetfulness, the transcendental living entity accepts the influence of 
material energy as his field of activities, and thus actuated, he wrongly applies the 
activities to himself. 


PURPORT 

The forgetful living entity can be compared to a man who is under the influence of 
disease and has become mad or to a man haunted by ghosts, who acts without control 
and yet thinks himself to be in control. Under the influence of material nature, the 
conditioned soul becomes absorbed in material consciousness. In this consciousness, 
whatever is done under the influence of the material energy is accepted by the 
conditioned soul as self-actuated. Actually, the soul in his pure state of existence should 
be in Krsna consciousness. When a person is not acting in Krsna consciousness, he is 
understood to be acting in material consciousness. Consciousness cannot be killed, for 
the symptom of the living entity is consciousness. The material consciousness simply has 
to be purified. One becomes liberated by accepting Krsna, or the Supreme Lord, as 
master and by changing the mode of consciousness from material consciousness to Krsna 
consciousness. 
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TEXT? 


SB 3.26.7 


II a II 

tad asya sarhsrtir bandhah 
pdra-tantryarh ca tat-krtam 
bhavaty akartur Isasya 
sdksino nirvrtdtmanah 

SYNONYMS 

tat —from the misconception; asya —of the conditioned soul; samsrtih —conditioned life; 
bandhah —bondage; pdra-tantryam —dependence; ca —and; tat-krtam —made by that; 
bhavati —is; akartuh —of the nondoer; Isasya —independent; sdksinah —the witness; 
nirvrta-dtmanah —joyful by nature. 


TRANSLATION 

Material consciousness is the cause of one's conditional life, in which conditions are 
enforced upon the living entity by the material energy. Although the spirit soul does not 
do anything and is transcendental to such activities, he is thus affected by conditional life. 

PURPORT 

The Mayavadi philosopher, who does not differentiate between the Supreme Spirit and 
the individual spirit, says that the conditional existence of the living entity is his llld, or 
pastime. But the word "pastime" implies employment in the activities of the Lord. The 
Mayavadis misuse the word and say that even if the living entity has become a stool¬ 
eating hog, he is also enjoying his pastimes. This is a most dangerous interpretation. 
Actually the Supreme Lord is the leader and maintainer of all living entities. His 
pastimes are transcendental to any material activity. Such pastimes of the Lord cannot 
be dragged to the level of the conditional activities of the living entities. In conditional 
life the living entity actually remains as if a captive in the hands of material energy. 
Whatever the material energy dictates, the conditioned soul does. He has no 
responsibility; he is simply the witness of the action, but he is forced to act in that way 
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due to his offense in his eternal relationship with Krsna. Lord Krsna therefore says in 
Bhagavad-gita that mdyd, His material energy, is so forceful that it is insurmountable. 

But if a living entity simply understands that his constitutional position is to serve 
Krsna and he tries to act on this principle, then however conditioned he may be, the 
influence of mdyd immediately vanishes. This is clearly stated in Bhagavad-gltd, Seventh 
Chapter: Krsna takes charge of anyone who surrenders to Him in helplessness, and thus 
the influence of mdyd, or conditional life, is removed. 

The spirit soul is actually sac-cid-dnanda IBs. 5.1]—eternal, full of bliss and full of 
knowledge. Under the clutches of mdyd, however, he suffers from continued birth, 
death, disease and old age. One has to be serious to cure this condition of material 
existence and transfer himself to Krsna consciousness, for thus his long suffering may be 
mitigated without difficulty. In summary, the suffering of the conditioned soul is due to 
his attachment to material nature. This attachment should thus be transferred from 
matter to Krsna. 

SB 3.26.8 

TEXTS 

^ II == II 

kdrya-kdrana-kartrtve 
kdranam prakrtirh viduh 
bhoktrtve sukha-duhkhdndm 
purusarh prakrteh param 

SYNONYMS 

kdrya —the body; kdrana —the senses; kartrtve —regarding the demigods; kdranam —the 
cause; prakrtim —material nature; viduh —the learned understand; bhoktrtve —regarding 
the perception; sukha —of happiness; duhkhdndm —and of distress; purusam —the spirit 
soul; prakrteh —to material nature; param —transcendental. 

TRANSLATION 

The cause of the conditioned soul’s material body and senses, and the senses’ presiding 
deities, the demigods, is the material nature. This is understood by learned men. The 
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feelings of happiness and distress of the soul, who is transcendental hy nature, are caused 
by the spirit soul himself. 


PURPORT 

In Bhagavad-gita it is said that when the Lord descends to this material world, He comes 
as a person by His own energy, dtma-mdyd. He is not forced by any superior energy. He 
comes by His own will, and this can be called His pastime, or lild. But here it is clearly 
stated that the conditioned soul is forced to take a certain type of body and senses under 
the three modes of material nature. That body is not received according to his own 
choice. In other words, a conditioned soul has no free choice; he has to accept a certain 
type of body according to his karma. But when there are bodily reactions as felt in 
happiness and distress, it is to be understood that the cause is the spirit soul himself. If 
he so desires, the spirit soul can change this conditional life of dualities by choosing to 
serve Krsna. The living entity is the cause of his own suffering, but he can also be the 
cause of his eternal happiness. When he wants to engage in Krsna consciousness, a 
suitable body is offered to him by the internal potency, the spiritual energy of the Lord, 
and when he wants to satisfy his senses, a material body is offered. Thus it is his free 
choice to accept a spiritual body or a material body, but once the body is accepted he has 
to enjoy or suffer the consequences. The Mayavadi philosopher's presentation is that the 
living entity enjoys his pastimes by accepting the body of a hog. This theory is not 
acceptable, however, because the word "pastime" implies voluntary acceptance for 
enjoyment. Therefore this interpretation is most misleading. When there is enforced 
acceptance for suffering, it is not a pastime. The Lord's pastimes and the conditioned 
living entity's acceptance of karmic reaction are not on the same level. 

SB 3.26.9 

TEXT 9 

II ^ II 

devahutir uvdca 
prakrteh purusasydpi 
laksanarh purusottama 
bruhi kdranayor asya 
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sad-asac ca yad-atmakam 


SYNONYMS 

devahutih uvdca —Devahuti said; prakrteh —of His energies; purusasya —of the Supreme 
Person; api —also; laksanam —characteristics; purusa-uttama —O Supreme Personality 
of Godhead; briihi —kindly explain; kdranayoh —causes; asya —of this creation; sat- 
asat —manifest and unmanifest; ca —and; yat-dtmakam —consisting of which. 

TRANSLATION 

Devahuti said: O Supreme Personality of Godhead, kindly explain the characteristics of 
the Supreme Person and His energies, for both of these are the causes of this manifest 
and unmanifest creation. 


PURPORT 

prakrti, or material nature, is connected with both the Supreme Lord and the living 
entities, just as a woman is connected with her husband as a wife and with her children 
as a mother. In Bhagavad-gUd the Lord says that He impregnates mother nature with 
children, living entities, and thereafter all species of living entities become manifest. 
The relationship of all living entities with material nature has been explained. Now an 
understanding of the relationship between material nature and the Supreme Lord is 
sought by Devahuti. The product of that relationship is stated to be the manifest and 
unmanifest material world. The unmanifest material world is the subtle mahat-tattva, 
and from that mahat-tattva the material manifestation has emerged. 

In the Vedic literatures it is said that by the glance of the Supreme Lord the total 
material energy is impregnated, and then everything is born of material nature. It is also 
confirmed in the Ninth Chapter of Bhagavad-gUd that under His glance, adhyaksena — 
under His direction and by His will—nature is working. It is not that nature works 
blindly. After understanding the position of the conditioned souls in relation to 
material nature, Devahuti wanted to know how nature works under the direction of the 
Lord and what the relationship is between the material nature and the Lord. In other 
words, she wanted to learn the characteristics of the Supreme Lord in relation to the 
material nature. 

The relationship of the living entities with matter and that of the Supreme Lord with 
matter are certainly not on the same level, although the Mayavadis may interpret it in 
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that way. When it is said that the living entities are bewildered, the Mayavadi 
philosophers ascribe this bewilderment to the Supreme Lord. But that is not applicable. 
The Lord is never bewildered. That is the difference between personalists and 
impersonalists. Devahuti is not unintelligent. She has enough intelligence to understand 
that the living entities are not on the level of the Supreme Lord. Because the living 
entities are infinitesimal, they become bewildered or conditioned by material nature, 
but this does not mean that the Supreme Lord is also conditioned or bewildered. The 
difference between the conditioned soul and the Lord is that the Lord is the Lord, the 
master of material nature, and He is therefore not subject to its control. He is controlled 
neither by spiritual nature nor by material nature. He is the supreme controller Himself, 
and He cannot be compared to the ordinary living entities, who are controlled by the 
laws of material nature. 

Two words used in this verse are sat and asat. The cosmic manifestation is asat —it does 
not exist—but the material energy of the Supreme Lord is sat, or ever existing. Material 
nature is ever existing in its subtle form as the energy of the Lord, but it sometimes 
manifests this nonexistent or temporarily existent nature, the cosmos. An analogy may 
be made with the father and mother: the mother and the father exist, but sometimes the 
mother begets children. Similarly, this cosmic manifestation, which comes from the 
unmanifest material nature of the Supreme Lord, sometimes appears and again 
disappears. But the material nature is ever existing, and the Lord is the supreme cause 
for both the subtle and gross manifestations of this material world. 

SB 3.26.10 


TEXT 10 



srl-bhagavdn uvdca 
yat tat tri-gunam avyaktarh 
nityarh sad-asad-dtmakam 
pradhdnam prakrtirh prdhur 
avisesarh visesavat 

SYNONYMS 


427 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www-krishnaxom 
Distributed by wwwx-vedasxom with permission of the publishers 









srl-bhagavdn uvdca —the Supreme Personality of Godhead said; yat —now further; tat — 
that; tri-gunam —combination of the three modes; avyaktam —unmanifested; nityam — 
eternal; sat-asat-dtmakam —consisting of cause and effect; pradhdnam —the pradhdna; 
prakrtim-prakrti; prdhuh —they call; avisesam —undifferentiated; visesa-vat —possessing 
differentiation. 


TRANSLATION 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: The unmanifested eternal combination of the 
three modes is the cause of the manifest state and is called pradhana. It is called prakrti 
when in the manifested stage of existence. 

PURPORT 

The Lord points out material nature in its subtle stage, which is called pradhdna, and He 
analyzes this pradhdna. The explanation of pradhdna and prakrti is that pradhdna is the 
subtle, undifferentiated sum total of all material elements. Although they are 
undifferentiated, one can understand that the total material elements are contained 
therein. When the total material elements are manifested by the interaction of the 
three modes of material nature, the manifestation is called prakrti. Impersonalists say 
that Brahman is without variegatedness and without differentiation. One may say that 
pradhdna is the Brahman stage, but actually the Brahman stage is not pradhdna. 
pradhdna is distinct from Brahman because in Brahman there is no existence of the 
material modes of nature. One may argue that the mahat-tattva is also different from 
pradhdna because in the mahat-tattva there are manifestations. The actual explanation 
of pradhdna, however, is given here: when the cause and effect are not clearly 
manifested (avyakta), the reaction of the total elements does not take place, and that 
stage of material nature is called pradhdna. Pradhdna is not the time element because in 
the time element there are actions and reactions, creation and annihilation. Nor is it 
the jiva, or marginal potency of living entities, or designated, conditioned living entities, 
because the designations of the living entities are not eternal. One adjective used in this 
connection is nitya, which indicates eternality. Therefore the condition of material 
nature immediately previous to its manifestation is called pradhdna. 

SB 3.26.11 

TEXT 11 
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^ II ?•? II 


pancabhih pancabhir brahma 
caturbhir dasabhis tathd 
etac catur-virhsatikarh 
ganarh pradhanikarn viduh 

SYNONYMS 

pancabhih —with the five (gross elements); pancabhih —the five (subtle elements); 
brahma —Brahman; caturbhih —the four (internal senses); dasabhih —the ten (five 
senses for gathering knowledge and five organs of action); tathd —in that way; etat — 
this; catuh-virhsatikam —consisting of twenty-four elements; ganam —aggregate; 
prddhdnikam —comprising the pradhdna; viduh —they know. 

TRANSLATION 

The aggregate elements, namely the five gross elements, the five subtle elements, the four 
internal senses, the five senses for gathering knowledge and the five outward organs of 
action, are known as the pradhana. 


PURPORT 

According to Bhagavad-gitd, the sum total of the twenty-four elements described herein 
is called the yonir mahad brahma. The sum total of the living entities is impregnated into 
this yonir mahad brahma, and they are born in different forms, beginning from Brahma 
down to the insignificant ant. In the Srlmad-Bhdgavatam and other Vedic literatures, 
the sum total of the twenty-four elements, pradhdna, is also described as yonir mahad 
brahma; it is the source of the birth and subsistence of all living entities. 

SB 3.26.12 

TEXT 12 

d-^NiN ^ ^ ii ii 

mahd-bhutdni pancaiva 
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bhiir dpo 'gnir marun nabhah 
tan-mdtrdni ca tdvanti 
gandhddini matdni me 

SYNONYMS 

mahd-bhutdni —the gross elements; panca —five; eva —exactly; bhuh —earth; dpah — 
water; agnih —fire; marut —air; nabhah —ether; tat-mdtrdni —the subtle elements; ca — 
also; tdvanti —so many; gandha-ddlni —smell and so on (taste, color, touch and sound); 
matdni —considered; me —by Me. 


TRANSLATION 

There are five gross elements, namely earth, water, fire, air and ether. There are also five 
subtle elements: smell, taste, color, touch and sound. 

SB 3.26.13 

TEXT 13 

^ 3^ II ?? II 

indriydni dasa srotrarh 
tvag drg rasana-ndsikdh 
vdk karau caranau medhram 
pdyur dasama ucyate 

SYNONYMS 

indriydni —the senses; dasa —ten; srotram —the sense of hearing; tvak —the sense of 
touch; drk —the sense of sight; rasana —the sense of taste; ndsikdh —the sense of smell; 
vdk —the organ of speech; karau —two hands; cararvau —the organs for traveling (legs); 
medhram —the generative organ; pdyuh —the evacuating organ; dasamah —the tenth; 
ucyate —is called. 


TRANSLATION 

The senses for acquiring knowledge and the organs for action number ten, namely the 
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auditory sense, the sense of taste, the tactile sense, the sense of sight, the sense of smell, 
the active organ for speaking, the active organs for working, and those for traveling, 
generating and evacuating. 

SB 3.26.14 

TEXT 14 

^ ^ II II 

mano buddhir ahankdras 
cittam ity antar-dtmakam 
caturdhd laksyate bhedo 
vrttyd laksana-rupayd 

SYNONYMS 

manah —the mind; buddhih —intelligence; ahankdrah —ego; cittam —consciousness; iti — 
thus; antah-dtmakam —the internal, subtle senses; catuh-dhd —having four aspects; 
laksyate —is observed; bhedah —the distinction; vrttyd —by their functions; laksana- 
rupayd —representing different characteristics. 

TRANSLATION 

The internal, subtle senses are experienced as having four aspects, in the shape of mind, 
intelligence, ego and contaminated consciousness. Distinctions between them can be made 
only by different functions, since they represent different characteristics. 

PURPORT 

The four internal senses, or subtle senses, described herein are defined by different 
characteristics. When pure consciousness is polluted by material contamination and 
when identification with the body becomes prominent, one is said to be situated under 
false ego. Consciousness is the function of the soul, and therefore behind consciousness 
there is soul. Consciousness polluted by material contamination is called ahankdra. 

SB 3.26.15 

TEXT 15 
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a?FI: ? I 

m jM II n ii 


etdvdn eva sankhydto 
brahmanah sa-gunasya ha 
sanniveso mayd prokto 
yah kdlah panca-virhsakah 

SYNONYMS 

etdvdn —so much; eva —just; sankhydtah —enumerated; brahmanah —of Brahman; sa- 
gunasya —with material qualities; ha —indeed; sannivesah —arrangement; mayd —by Me; 
proktah —spoken; yah —which; kdlah —time; panca-virhsakah —the twenty-fifth. 

TRANSLATION 

All these are considered the qualified Brahman. The mixing element, which is known as 
time, is counted as the twenty-fifth element. 

PURPORT 

According to the Vedic version there is no existence beyond Brahman. Sarvarh khalv 
idarh brahma (Chdndogya Upanisad 3.14.1). It is stated also in the Visnu Purdna that 
whatever we see is parasya brahmanah saktih; everything is an expansion of the energy 
of the Supreme Absolute Truth, Brahman. When Brahman is mixed with the three 
qualities goodness, passion and ignorance, there results the material expansion, which is 
sometimes called saguna Brahman and which consists of these twenty-five elements. In 
the nirguna Brahman, where there is no material contamination, or in the spiritual 
world, the three modes—goodness, passion and ignorance—are not present. Where 
nirguna Brahman is found, simple unalloyed goodness prevails. Saguna Brahman is 
described by the Sankhya system of philosophy as consisting of twenty-five elements, 
including the time factor (past, present and future). 

SB 3.26.16 

TEXT 16 
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II K II 


prabhdvarh paurusarh prdhuh 
kdlam eke yato bhayam 
ahankdra-vimiidhasya 
kartuh prakrtim lyusah 

SYNONYMS 

prabhdvam —the influence; paurusam —of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; 
prdhuh —they have said; kdlam —the time factor; eke —some; yatah —from which; 
bhayam —fear; ahankdra-vimudhasya —deluded by false ego; kartuh —of the individual 
soul; prakrtim —material nature; lyusah —having contacted. 

TRANSLATION 

The influence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is felt in the time factor, which 
causes fear of death due to the false ego of the deluded soul who has contacted material 
nature. 


PURPORT 

The living entity's fear of death is due to his false ego of identifying with the body. 
Everyone is afraid of death. Actually there is no death for the spirit soul, but due to our 
absorption in the identification of body as self, the fear of death develops. It is also 
stated in the Srimad-Bhdgavatam (11.2.37), bhayarh dvitlydbhinivesatah sydt. Dvitiya refers 
to matter, which is beyond spirit. Matter is the secondary manifestation of spirit, for 
matter is produced from spirit. Just as the material elements described are caused by the 
Supreme Lord, or the Supreme Spirit, the body is also a product of the spirit soul. 
Therefore, the material body is called dvitiya, or "the second." One who is absorbed in 
this second element or second exhibition of the spirit is afraid of death. When one is 
fully convinced that he is not his body, there is no question of fearing death, since the 
spirit soul does not die. 

If the spirit soul engages in the spiritual activities of devotional service, he is completely 
freed from the platform of birth and death. His next position is complete spiritual 
freedom from a material body. The fear of death is the action of the kdla, or the time 
factor, which represents the influence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In other 
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words, time is destructive. Whatever is created is subject to destruction and dissolution, 
which is the action of time. Time is a representation of the Lord, and it reminds us also 
that we must surrender unto the Lord. The Lord speaks to every conditioned soul as 
time. He says in Bhagavad-gita that if someone surrenders unto Him, then there is no 
longer any problem of birth and death. We should therefore accept the time factor as 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead standing before us. This is further explained in the 
following verse. 

SB 3.26.17 

TEXT 17 

IF# I 

%r tl II II 

prakrter guna-sdmyasya 
nirvisesasya mdnavi 
cestd yatah sa bhagavdn 
kdla ity upalaksitah 

SYNONYMS 

prakrteh —of material nature; guna-sdmyasya —without interaction of the three modes; 
nirvisesasya —without specific qualities; mdnavi —O daughter of Manu; cesta— 
movement; yatah —from whom; sah —He; bhagavdn —the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead; kdlah —time; iti —thus; upalaksitah —is designated. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear mother, O daughter of Svayambhuva Manu, the time factor, as I have explained, 
is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, from whom the creation begins as a result of the 
agitation of the neutral, unmanifested nature. 

PURPORT 

The unmanifested state of material nature, pradhdna, is being explained. The Lord says 
that when the unmanifested material nature is agitated by the glance of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, it begins to manifest itself in different ways. Before this 
agitation, it remains in the neutral state, without interaction by the three modes of 
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material nature. In other words, material nature cannot produce any variety of 
manifestations without the contact of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is very 
nicely explained in Bhagavad-gltd. The Supreme Personality of Godhead is the cause of 
the products of material nature. Without His contact, material nature cannot produce 
anything. 

In the Caitanya-caritdmrta also, a very suitable example is given in this connection. 
Although the nipples on a goat's neck appear to be breast nipples, they do not give milk. 
Similarly, material nature appears to the material scientist to act and react in a 
wonderful manner, but in reality it cannot act without the agitator, time, who is the 
representation of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. When time agitates the neutral 
state of material nature, material nature begins to produce varieties of manifestations. 
Ultimately it is said that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is the cause of creation. 

As a woman cannot produce children unless impregnated by a man, material nature 
cannot produce or manifest anything unless it is impregnated by the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead in the form of the time factor. 

SB 3.26.18 

TEXT 18 

SR; ^ I 

II ?= II 

antah purusa-rupena 
kdla-rupena yo bahih 
samanvety esa sattvdndrh 
bhagavdn dtma-mdyayd 

SYNONYMS 

antah —within; purusa-rupena —in the form of Supersoul; kdla-rupena —in the form of 
time; yah —He who; bahih —without; samanveti —exists; esah —He; sattvdndm —of all 
living entities; bhagavdn —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; dtma-mdyayd —by His 
potencies. 


TRANSLATION 

By exhibiting His potencies, the Supreme Personality of Godhead adjusts all these 
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different elements, keeping Himself within as the Supersoul and without as time. 

PURPORT 

Here it is stated that within the heart the Supreme Personality of Godhead resides as 
the Supersoul. This situation is also explained in Bhagavad-gltd: the Supersoul rests 
beside the individual soul and acts as a witness. This is also confirmed elsewhere in the 
Vedic literature: two birds are sitting on the same tree of the body; one is witnessing, 
and the other is eating the fruits of the tree. This purusa, or Paramatma, who resides 
within the body of the individual soul, is described in Bhagavad-gltd (13.23) as the 
upadrastd, witness, and the anumantd, sanctioning authority. The conditioned soul 
engages in the happiness and distress of the particular body given him by the 
arrangement of the external energy of the Supreme Lord. But the supreme living being, 
or the Paramatma, is different from the conditioned soul. He is described in Bhagavad- 
gltd as mahesvara, or the Supreme Lord. He is Paramatma, not jlvdtmd. Paramatma 
means the Supersoul, who is sitting by the side of the conditioned soul just to sanction 
his activities. The conditioned soul comes to this material world in order to lord it over 
material nature. Since one cannot do anything without the sanction of the Supreme 
Lord, He lives with the jiva soul as witness and sanction-giver. He is also bhoktd; He 
gives maintenance and sustenance to the conditioned soul. 

Since the living entity is constitutionally part and parcel of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, the Lord is very affectionate to the living entities. Unfortunately, when the 
living entity is bewildered or illusioned by the external energy, he becomes forgetful of 
his eternal relationship with the Lord, but as soon as he becomes aware of his 
constitutional position, he is liberated. The minute independence of the conditioned 
soul is exhibited by his marginal position. If he likes, he can forget the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead and come into the material existence with a false ego to lord it 
over material nature, but if he likes he can turn his face to the service of the Lord. The 
individual living entity is given that independence. His conditional life is ended and his 
life becomes successful as soon as he turns his face to the Lord, but by misusing his 
independence he enters into material existence. Yet the Lord is so kind that, as 
Supersoul, He always remains with the conditioned soul. The concern of the Lord is 
neither to enjoy nor to suffer from the material body. He remains with the jlva simply as 
sanction-giver and witness so that the living entity can receive the results of his 
activities, good or bad. 

Outside the body of the conditioned soul, the Supreme Personality of Godhead remains 
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as the time factor. According to the Sarikhya system of philosophy, there are twenty- 
five elements. The twenty-four elements already described plus the time factor make 
twenty-five. According to some learned philosophers, the Supersoul is included to make 
a total of twenty-six elements. 

SB 3.26.19 

TEXT 19 

## W' I 
snvR ^ rnrp ii ii 

daivat ksubhita-dharminyam 
svasydrh yonau parah pumdn 
ddhatta vlryarh sdsuta 
mahat-tattvarh hiranmayam 

SYNONYMS 

daivdt —by the destiny of the conditioned souls; ksubhita —agitated; dharminydm — 
whose equilibrium of the modes; svasydm —His own; yonau —in the womb (material 
nature); parah pumdn —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; ddhatta —impregnated; 
vlryam —semen (His internal potency); sd —she (material nature); asuta —delivered; 
mahat-tattvam —the sum total of cosmic intelligence; hiranmayam —known as 
Hiraiimaya. 


TRANSLATION 

After the Supreme Personality of Godhead impregnates material nature with His internal 
potency, material nature delivers the sum total of the cosmic intelligence, which is known 
as Hiranmaya. This takes place in material nature when she is agitated by the 
destinations of the conditioned souls. 


PURPORT 

This impregnation of material nature is described in Bhagavad-gitd, Fourteenth Chapter, 
verse 3. Material nature's primal factor is the mahat-tattva, or breeding source of all 
varieties. This part of material nature, which is called pradhdna as well as Brahman, is 
impregnated by the Supreme Personality of Godhead and delivers varieties of living 
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entities. Material nature in this connection is called Brahman because it is a perverted 
reflection of the spiritual nature. 

It is described in the Visnu Purdna that the living entities belong to the spiritual nature. 
The potency of the Supreme Lord is spiritual, and the living entities, although they are 
called marginal potency, are also spiritual. If the living entities were not spiritual, this 
description of impregnation by the Supreme Lord would not be applicable. The Supreme 
Lord does not put His semen into that which is not spiritual, but it is stated here that 
the Supreme Person puts His semen into material nature. This means that the living 
entities are spiritual by nature. After impregnation, material nature delivers all kinds of 
living entities, beginning from the greatest living creature. Lord Brahma, down to the 
insignificant ant, in all varieties of form. In Bhagavad-gita (14.4) material nature is 
clearly mentioned as sarva-yonisu. This means that of all varieties of species—demigods, 
human beings, animals, birds and beasts (whatever is manifested)—material nature is 
the mother, and the Supreme Personality of Godhead is the seed-giving father. 

Generally it is experienced that the father gives life to the child but the mother gives its 
body; although the seed of life is given by the father, the body develops within the womb 
of the mother. Similarly, the spiritual living entities are impregnated into the womb of 
material nature, but the body, being supplied by material nature, takes on many 
different species and forms of life. The theory that the symptoms of life are manifest by 
the interaction of the twenty-four material elements is not supported here. The living 
force comes directly from the Supreme Personality of Godhead and is completely 
spiritual. Therefore, no material scientific advancement can produce life. The living 
force comes from the spiritual world and has nothing to do with the interaction of the 
material elements. 

SB 3.26.20 

TEXT 20 

i 

II II 

visvam dtma-gatarh vyanjan 
kuta-stho jagad-ankurah 
sva-tejasdpihat tlvram 
dtma-prasvdpanarh tamah 


438 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www-krishnaxom 
Distributed by wwwx-vedasxom with permission of the publishers 









SYNONYMS 


visvam —the universe; dtma-gatam —contained within itself; vyanjan —manifesting; 
kuta-sthah —unchangeable; jagat-afikurah —the root of all cosmic manifestations; sva- 
tejasd —by its own effulgence; apibat —swallowed; tlvram —dense; dtma-prasvdpanam — 
which had covered the mahat-tattva; tamah —darkness. 

TRANSLATION 

Thus, after manifesting variegatedness, the effulgent mahat-tattva, which contains all the 
universes within itself, which is the root of all cosmic manifestations and which is not 
destroyed at the time of annihilation, swallows the darkness that covered the effulgence at 
the time of dissolution. 


PURPORT 

Since the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is ever existing, all-blissful and full of 
knowledge. His different energies are also ever existing in the dormant stage. Thus when 
the mahat-tattva was created, it manifested the material ego and swallowed up the 
darkness which covered the cosmic manifestation at the time of dissolution. This idea 
can be further explained. A person at night remains inactive, covered by the darkness of 
night, but when he is awakened in the morning, the covering of night, or the 
forgetfulness of the sleeping state, disappears. Similarly, when the mahat-tattva appears 
after the night of dissolution, the effulgence is manifested to exhibit the variegatedness 
of this material world. 


TEXT 21 

yat tat sattva-gunarh svaccham 
sdntarfi bhagavatah padam 
yad dhur vdsudevdkhyam 
cittarh tan mahad-dtmakam 

SYNONYMS 


SB 3.26.21 
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yat —which; tat —that; sattva-gunam —the mode of goodness; svaccham —clear; 
sdntam —sober; bhagavatah —of the Personality of Godhead; padam —the status of 
understanding; yat —which; dhuh —is called; vdsudeva-dkhyam —by the name vdsudeva; 
cittam —consciousness; tat —that; mahat-dtmakam —manifest in the mahat-tattva. 

TRANSLATION 

The mode of goodness, which is the clear, sober status of understanding the Personality 
of Godhead and which is generally called vasudeva, or consciousness, becomes manifest in 
the mahat-tattva. 


PURPORT 

The vdsudeva manifestation, or the status of understanding the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, is called pure goodness, or suddha-sattva. In the suddha-sattva status there is 
no infringement of the other qualities, namely passion and ignorance. In the Vedic 
literature there is mention of the Lord's expansion as the four Personalities of 
Godhead—Vasudeva, Sankarsana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha. Here in the 
reappearance of the mahat-tattva the four expansions of Godhead occur. He who is 
seated within as Supersoul expands first as Vasudeva. 

The vdsudeva stage is free from infringement by material desires and is the status in 
which one can understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead, or the objective which 
is described in the Bhagavad-gitd as adbhuta. This is another feature of the mahat-tattva. 
The vdsudeva expansion is also called Krsna consciousness, for it is free from all tinges of 
material passion and ignorance. This clear state of understanding helps one to know the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. The vdsudeva status is also explained in Bhagavad-gUd 
as ksetra-jna, which refers to the knower of the field of activities as well as the 
Superknower. The living being who has occupied a particular type of body knows that 
body, but the Superknower, Vasudeva, knows not only a particular type of body but also 
the field of activities in all the different varieties of bodies. In order to be situated in 
clear consciousness, or Krsna consciousness, one must worship Vasudeva. Vasudeva is 
Krsna alone. When Krsna, or Visnu, is alone, without the accompaniment of His 
internal energy. He is Vasudeva. When He is accompanied by His internal potency. He 
is called Dvarakadhisa. To have clear consciousness, or Krsna consciousness, one has to 
worship Vasudeva. It is also explained in Bhagavad-gltd that after many, many births one 
surrenders to Vasudeva. Such a great soul is very rare. 

In order to get release from the false ego, one has to worship Sankarsana. Sankarsana is 
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also worshiped through Lord Siva; the snakes which cover the body of Lord Siva are 
representations of Sankarsana, and Lord Siva is always absorbed in meditation upon 
Sankarsana. One who is actually a worshiper of Lord Siva as a devotee of Sankarsana 
can be released from false, material ego. If one wants to get free from mental 
disturbances, one has to worship Aniruddha. For this purpose, worship of the moon 
planet is also recommended in the Vedic literature. Similarly, to be fixed in one's 
intelligence one has to worship Pradyumna, who is reached through the worship of 
Brahma. These matters are explained in Vedic literature. 

SB 3.26.22 

TEXT 22 

II II 

svacchatvam avikdritvarh 
sdntatvam iti cetasah 
vrttibhir laksanarh proktarh 
yathdpdrh prakrtih para 

SYNONYMS 

svacchatvam —clarity; avikdritvam —freedom from all distraction; sdntatvam —serenity; 
iti —thus; cetasah —of consciousness; vrttibhih —by characteristics; laksanam —traits; 
proktam —called; yathd —as; apdm —of water; prakrtih —natural state; pard —pure. 

TRANSLATION 

After the manifestation of the mahat-tattva, these features appear simultaneously. As 
water in its natural state, before coming in contact with earth, is clear, sweet and 
unruffled, so the characteristic traits of pure consciousness are complete serenity, clarity, 
and freedom from distraction. 


PURPORT 

The pure status of consciousness, or Krsna consciousness, exists in the beginning; just 
after creation, consciousness is not polluted. The more one becomes materially 
contaminated, however, the more consciousness becomes obscured. In pure 


441 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 









consciousness one can perceive a slight reflection of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. As in clear, unagitated water, free from impurities, one can see everything 
clearly, so in pure consciousness, or Krsna consciousness, one can see things as they are. 
One can see the reflection of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and one can see his 
own existence as well. This state of consciousness is very pleasing, transparent and 
sober. In the beginning, consciousness is pure. 

SB 3.26.23, SB 3.26.24, SB 3.26.23-24 

TEXTS 23-24 

tnw II ?? II 

5+iR+^^y9 ^ m I 

^ H^dlHfii II II 

mahat-tattvad vikurvanad 
bhagavad-virya-sambhavat 
kriyd-saktir ahankdras 
tri-vidhah samapadyata 

vaikdrikas taijasas ca 
tdmasas ca yato bhavah 
manasas cendriydndm ca 
bhutdndrh mahatdm api 

SYNONYMS 

mahat-tattvdt —from the mahat-tattva; vikurvdndt —undergoing a change; bhagavat- 
virya-sambhavdt —evolved from the Lord's own energy; kriyd-saktih —endowed with 
active power; ahankdrah —the material ego; tri-vidhah —of the three kinds; 
samapadyata —sprang up; vaikdrikah —material ego in transformed goodness; taijasah — 
material ego in passion; ca—and; tdmasah —material ego in ignorance; ca—also; yatah — 
from which; bhavah —the origin; manasah —of the mind; ca—and; indriydndm —of the 
senses for perception and action; ca—and; bhutdndm mahatdm —of the five gross 
elements; api —also. 


TRANSLATION 
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The material ego springs up from the mahat-tattva, which evolved from the Lord’s own 
energy. The material ego is endowed predominantly with active power of three kinds— 
good, passionate and ignorant. It is from these three types of material ego that the mind, 
the senses of perception, the organs of action, and the gross elements evolve. 

PURPORT 

In the beginning, from clear consciousness, or the pure state of Krsna consciousness, the 
first contamination sprang up. This is called false ego, or identification of the body as 
self. The living entity exists in the natural state of Krsna consciousness, but he has 
marginal independence, and this allows him to forget Krsna. Originally, pure Krsna 
consciousness exists, but because of misuse of marginal independence there is a chance 
of forgetting Krsna. This is exhibited in actual life; there are many instances in which 
someone acting in Krsna consciousness suddenly changes. In the Upanisads it is stated, 
therefore, that the path of spiritual realization is just like the sharp edge of a razor. The 
example is very appropriate. One shaves his cheeks with a sharp razor very nicely, but as 
soon as his attention is diverted from the activity, he immediately cuts his cheek because 
he mishandles the razor. 

Not only must one come to the stage of pure Krsna consciousness, but one must also be 
very careful. Any inattentiveness or carelessness may cause falldown. This falldown is 
due to false ego. From the status of pure consciousness, the false ego is born because of 
misuse of independence. We cannot argue about why false ego arises from pure 
consciousness. Factually, there is always the chance that this will happen, and therefore 
one has to be very careful. False ego is the basic principle for all material activities, 
which are executed in the modes of material nature. As soon as one deviates from pure 
Krsna consciousness, he increases his entanglement in material reaction. The 
entanglement of materialism is the material mind, and from this material mind, the 
senses and material organs become manifest. 

SB 3.26.25 

TEXT 25 

^ II II 

sahasra-sirasarh saksad 
yam anantarh pracaksate 
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sankarsanakhyarh purusarh 
bhutendriya-manomayam 

SYNONYMS 

sahasra-sirasam —with a thousand heads; sdksdt —directly; yam —whom; anantam — 
Ananta; pracaksate —they all; sankarsana-dkhyam —Sankarsana by name; purusam —the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; bhuta —the gross elements; indriya —the senses; 
manah-mayam —consisting of the mind. 

TRANSLATION 

The threefold ahahkara, the source of the gross elements, the senses and the mind, is 
identical with them because it is their cause. It is known by the name of Sankarsana, who 
is directly Lord Ananta with a thousand heads. 

SB 3.26.26 

TEXT 26 

^ II II 

kartrtvarh karanatvam ca 
kdryatvarh ceti laksanam 
sdnta-ghora-vimudhatvam 
iti vd sydd ahankrteh 

SYNONYMS 

kartrtvam —being the doer; karanatvam —being the instrument; ca—and; kdryatvam — 
being the effect; ca—also; iti —thus; laksanam —characteristic; sdnta —serene; ghora — 
active; vimudhatvam —being dull; iti —thus; vd —or; sydt —may be; ahankrteh —of the 
false ego. 


TRANSLATION 

This false ego is characterized as the doer, as an instrument and as an effect. It is further 
characterized as serene, active or dull according to how it is influenced by the modes of 
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goodness, passion and ignorance. 


PURPORT 

Ahafikdra, or false ego, is transformed into the demigods, the controlling directors of 
material affairs. As an instrument, the false ego is represented as different senses and 
sense organs, and as the result of the combination of the demigods and the senses, 
material objects are produced. In the material world we are producing so many things, 
and this is called advancement of civilization, but factually the advancement of 
civilization is a manifestation of the false ego. By false ego all material things are 
produced as objects of enjoyment. One has to cease increasing artificial necessities in 
the form of material objects. One great dcdrya, Narottama dasa Thakura, has lamented 
that when one deviates from pure consciousness of Vasudeva, or Krsna consciousness, 
he becomes entangled in material activities. The exact words he uses are, sat-safiga 
chddi' kainu asate vildsaf te-kdrane Idgila ye karma-bandha-phdnsa: "I have given up the 
pure status of consciousness because I wanted to enjoy in the temporary, material 
manifestation; therefore I have been entangled in the network of actions and reactions." 

SB 3.26.27 

TEXT 27 

II 5^9 II 

vaikdrikdd vikurvdndn 
manas-tattvam ajdyata 
yat-sankalpa-vikalpdbhydrh 
vartate kdma-sambhavah 

SYNONYMS 

vaikdrikdt —from the false ego of goodness; vikurvdndt —undergoing transformation; 
manah —the mind; tattvam —principle; ajdyata —evolved; yat —whose; sankalpa — 
thoughts; vikalpdbhydm —and by reflections; vartate —happens; kdma-sambhavah —the 
rise of desire. 


TRANSLATION 
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From the false ego of goodness, another transformation takes place. From this evolves the 
mind, whose thoughts and reflections give rise to desire. 


PURPORT 

The symptoms of the mind are determination and rejection, which are due to different 
kinds of desires. We desire that which is favorable to our sense gratification, and we 
reject that which is not favorable to sense gratification. The material mind is not fixed, 
but the very same mind can be fixed when engaged in the activities of Krsna 
consciousness. Otherwise, as long as the mind is on the material platform, it is hovering, 
and all this rejection and acceptance is asat, temporary. It is stated that he whose mind 
is not fixed in Krsna consciousness must hover between acceptance and rejection. 
However advanced a man is in academic qualifications, as long as he is not fixed in 
Krsna consciousness he will simply accept and reject and will never be able to fix his 
mind on a particular subject matter. 

SB 3.26.28 

TEXT 28 




yad vidur hy aniruddhakhyam 
hrsikdndm adhisvaram 
sdradendlvara-sydmarh 
sarnrddhyarh yogibhih sanaih 

SYNONYMS 

yat —which mind; viduh —is known; hi —indeed; aniruddha-dkhyam —by the name 
Aniruddha; hrsikdndm —of the senses; adhisvaram —the supreme ruler; sdrada — 
autumnal; indivara —like a blue lotus; sydmam —bluish; sarfirddhyam —who is found; 
yogibhih —by the yogis; sanaih —gradually. 

TRANSLATION 

The mind of the living entity is known by the name of Lord Aniruddha, the supreme 
ruler of the senses. He possesses a bluish-black form resembling a lotus flower growing in 
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the autumn. He is found slowly by the yogis. 


PURPORT 

The system of yoga entails controlling the mind, and the Lord of the mind is Aniruddha. 
It is stated that Aniruddha is four-handed, with Sudarsana cakra, conchshell, club and 
lotus flower. There are twenty-four forms of Visnu, each differently named. Among 
these twenty-four forms, Sankarsana, Aniruddha, Pradyumna and Vasudeva are 
depicted very nicely in the Caitanya-caritdmrta, where it is stated that Aniruddha is 
worshiped by the yogis. Meditation upon voidness is a modern invention of the fertile 
brain of some speculator. Actually the process of yoga meditation, as prescribed in this 
verse, should be fixed upon the form of Aniruddha. By meditating on Aniruddha one 
can become free from the agitation of acceptance and rejection. When one's mind is 
fixed upon Aniruddha, one gradually becomes God-realized; he approaches the pure 
status of Krsna consciousness, which is the ultimate goal of yoga. 

SB 3.26.29 

TEXT 29 

taijasdt tu vikurvdndd 
buddhi-tattvam abhut sati 
dravya-sphurana-vijndnam 
indriydndm anugrahah 

SYNONYMS 

taijasdt —from the false ego in passion; tu —then; vikurvdndt —undergoing 
transformation; buddhi —intelligence; tattvam —principle; abhut —took birth; sati —O 
virtuous lady; dravya —objects; sphurana —coming into view; vijndnam —ascertaining; 
indriydndm —to the senses; anugrahah —giving assistance. 

TRANSLATION 

By transformation of the false ego in passion, intelligence takes birth, O virtuous lady. 
The functions of intelligence are to help in ascertaining the nature of objects when they 
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come into view, and to help the senses. 


PURPORT 

Intelligence is the discriminating power to understand an object, and it helps the senses 
make choices. Therefore intelligence is supposed to be the master of the senses. The 
perfection of intelligence is attained when one becomes fixed in the activities of Krsna 
consciousness. By the proper use of intelligence one's consciousness is expanded, and the 
ultimate expansion of consciousness is Krsna consciousness. 

SB 3.26.30 

TEXT 30 

II ?o II 

sarhsayo 'tha viparydso 
niscayah smrtir eva ca 
svdpa ity ucyate buddher 
laksanarh vrttitah prthak 

SYNONYMS 

sarhsayah —doubt; atha —then; viparydsah —misapprehension; niscayah —correct 
apprehension; smrtih —memory; eva —also; ca —and; svdpah —sleep; iti —thus; ucyate — 
are said; buddheh —of intelligence; laksanam —characteristics; vrttitah —by their 
functions; prthak —different. 


TRANSLATION 

Douht, misapprehension, correct apprehension, memory and sleep, as determined by their 
different functions, are said to be the distinct characteristics of intelligence. 

PURPORT 

Doubt is one of the important functions of intelligence; blind acceptance of something 
does not give evidence of intelligence. Therefore the word sarhsaya is very important; in 
order to cultivate intelligence, one should be doubtful in the beginning. But doubting is 
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not very favorable when information is received from the proper source. In Bhagavad- 
gUd the Lord says that doubting the words of the authority is the cause of destruction. 

As described in the Patanjali yoga system, pramdna-viparyaya-vikalpa-nidra-smrtyah. By 
intelligence only one can understand things as they are. By intelligence only can one 
understand whether or not he is the body. The study to determine whether one's 
identity is spiritual or material begins in doubt. When one is able to analyze his actual 
position, the false identification with the body is detected. This is viparydsa. When false 
identification is detected, then real identification can be understood. Real 
understanding is described here as niscayah, or proved experimental knowledge. This 
experimental knowledge can be achieved when one has understood the false knowledge. 
By experimental or proved knowledge, one can understand that he is not the body but 
spirit soul. 

Smrti means "memory," and svdpa means "sleep." Sleep is also necessary to keep the 
intelligence in working order. If there is no sleep, the brain cannot work nicely. In 
Bhagavad-gltd it is especially mentioned that persons who regulate eating, sleeping and 
other necessities of the body in the proper proportion become very successful in the yoga 
process. These are some of the aspects of the analytical study of intelligence as described 
in both the Patanjali yoga system and the Sankhya philosophy system of Kapiladeva in 
Srimad-Bhdgavatam. 

SB 3.26.31 

TEXT 31 

JIFTFI % II 9? II 

taijasdnlndriydny eva 
kriyd-jndna-vibhdgasah 
prdnasya hi kriyd-saktir 
buddher vijndna-saktitd 

SYNONYMS 

taijasdni —produced from egoism in the mode of passion; indriydni —the senses; eva — 
certainly; kriyd —action; jndna —knowledge; vibhdgasah —according to; prdnasya —of 
the vital energy; hi —indeed; kriyd-saktih —the senses of action; buddheh —of the 
intelligence; vijndna-saktitd —the senses for acquiring knowledge. 
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TRANSLATION 


Egoism in the mode of passion produces two kinds of senses—the senses for acquiring 
knowledge and the senses of action. The senses of action depend on the vital energy, and 
the senses for acquiring knowledge depend on intelligence. 

PURPORT 

It has been explained in the previous verses that mind is the product of ego in goodness 
and that the function of the mind is acceptance and rejection according to desire. But 
here intelligence is said to be the product of ego in passion. That is the distinction 
between mind and intelligence; mind is a product of egoism in goodness, and 
intelligence is a product of egoism in passion. The desire to accept something and reject 
something is a very important factor of the mind. Since mind is a product of the mode of 
goodness, if it is fixed upon the Lord of the mind, Aniruddha, then the mind can be 
changed to Krsna consciousness. It is stated by Narottama dasa Thakura that we always 
have desires. Desire cannot be stopped. But if we transfer our desires to please the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, that is the perfection of life. As soon as the desire is 
transferred to lording it over material nature, it becomes contaminated by matter. 

Desire has to be purified. In the beginning, this purification process has to be carried out 
by the order of the spiritual master, since the spiritual master knows how the disciple's 
desires can be transformed into Krsna consciousness. As far as intelligence is concerned, 
it is clearly stated here that it is a product of egoism in passion. By practice one comes to 
the point of the mode of goodness, and by surrendering or fixing the mind upon the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, one becomes a very great personality, or mahatma. In 
Bhagavad-glta it is clearly said, sa mahatma sudurlabhah: "Such a great soul is very rare." 
In this verse it is clear that both kinds of senses, the senses for acquiring knowledge and 
the senses for action, are products of egoism in the mode of passion. And because the 
sense organs for activity and for acquiring knowledge require energy, the vital energy, or 
life energy, is also produced by egoism in the mode of passion. We can actually see, 
therefore, that those who are very passionate can improve in material acquisition very 
quickly. It is recommended in the Vedic scriptures that if one wants to encourage a 
person in acquiring material possessions, one should also encourage him in sex life. We 
naturally find that those who are addicted to sex life are also materially advanced 
because sex life or passionate life is the impetus for the material advancement of 
civilization. For those who want to make spiritual advancement, there is almost no 
existence of the mode of passion. Only the mode of goodness is prominent. We find that 
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those who engage in Krsna consciousness are materially poor, but one who has eyes can 
see who is the greater. Although he appears to be materially poor, a person in Krsna 
consciousness is not actually a poor man, but the person who has no taste tor Krsna 
consciousness and appears to be very happy with material possessions is actually poor. 
Persons infatuated by material consciousness are very intelligent in discovering things 
for material comforts, but they have no access to understanding the spirit soul and 
spiritual life. Therefore, if anyone wants to advance in spiritual life, he has to come back 
to the platform of purified desire, the purified desire for devotional service. As stated in 
the Narada-paficardtra, engagement in the service of the Lord when the senses are 
purified in Krsna consciousness is called pure devotion. 

SB 3.26.32 

TEXT 32 

^ II II 

tdmasdc ca vikurvanad 
bhagavad-vlrya-coditat 
sabda-matram abhut tasmdn 
nabhah srotrarh tu sabdagam 

SYNONYMS 

tdmasdt —from egoism in ignorance; ca —and; vikurvdndt —undergoing transformation; 
bhagavat-vlrya —by the energy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; coditat — 
impelled; sabda-matram —the subtle element sound; abhiit —was manifested; tasmdt — 
from that; nabhah —ether; srotram —the sense of hearing; tu —then; sabda-gam —which 
catches sound. 


TRANSLATION 

When egoism in ignorance is agitated by the sex energy of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, the subtle element sound is manifested, and from sound come the ethereal sky 
and the sense of hearing. 


PURPORT 
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It appears from this verse that all the objects of our sense gratification are the products 
of egoism in ignorance. It is understood from this verse that by agitation of the element 
of egoism in ignorance, the first thing produced was sound, which is the subtle form of 
ether. It is stated also in the Vedanta-sutra that sound is the origin of all objects of 
material possession and that by sound one can also dissolve this material existence. 
Andvrttih sabdat means "liberation by sound." The entire material manifestation began 
from sound, and sound can also end material entanglement, if it has a particular 
potency. The particular sound capable of doing this is the transcendental vibration Hare 
Krsna. Our entanglement in material affairs has begun from material sound. Now we 
must purify that sound in spiritual understanding. There is sound in the spiritual world 
also. If we approach that sound, then our spiritual life begins, and the other 
requirements for spiritual advancement can be supplied. We have to understand very 
clearly that sound is the beginning of the creation of all material objects for our sense 
gratification. Similarly, if sound is purified, our spiritual necessities also are produced 
from sound. 

Here it is said that from sound the ether became manifested and that the air became 
manifested from ether. How the ethereal sky comes from sound, how the air comes from 
sky and how fire comes from air will be explained later on. Sound is the cause of the sky, 
and sky is the cause of srotram, the ear. The ear is the first sense for receiving 
knowledge. One must give aural reception to any knowledge one wants to receive, either 
material or spiritual. Therefore srotram is very important. The Vedic knowledge is called 
sruti; knowledge has to be received by hearing. By hearing only can we have access to 
either material or spiritual enjoyment. 

In the material world, we manufacture many things for our material comfort simply by 
hearing. They are already there, but just by hearing, one can transform them. If we want 
to build a very high skyscraper, this does not mean that we have to create it. The 
materials for the skyscraper—wood, metal, earth, etc.—are already there, but we make 
our intimate relationship with those already created material elements by hearing how 
to utilize them. Modern economic advancement for creation is also a product of hearing, 
and similarly one can create a favorable field of spiritual activities by hearing from the 
right source. Arjuna was a gross materialist in the bodily conception of life and was 
suffering from the bodily concept very acutely. But simply by hearing, Arjuna became a 
spiritualized, Krsna conscious person. Hearing is very important, and that hearing is 
produced from the sky. By hearing only can we make proper use of that which already 
exists. The principle of hearing to properly utilize preconceived materials is applicable to 
spiritual paraphernalia as well. We must hear from the proper spiritual source. 
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TEXT 33 


SB 3.26.33 


rFTra^ ^ II ?? II 

arthdsrayatvarh sabdasya 
drastur lirigatvam eva ca 
tan-mdtratvarh ca nabhaso 
laksanarh kavayo viduh 

SYNONYMS 

artha-dsrayatvam —that which conveys the meaning of an object; sabdasya —of sound; 
drastuh —of the speaker; lingatvam —that which indicates the presence; eva —also; ca — 
and; tat-mdtratvam —the subtle element; ca —and; nabhasah —of ether; laksanam — 
definition; kavayah —learned persons; viduh —know. 

TRANSLATION 

Persons who are learned and who have true knowledge define sound as that which 
conveys the idea of an object, indicates the presence of a speaker screened from our view 
and constitutes the subtle form of ether. 

PURPORT 

It is very clear herein that as soon as we speak of hearing, there must be a speaker; 
without a speaker there is no question of hearing. Therefore the Vedic knowledge, 
which is known as srwti, or that which is received by hearing, is also called apaurusa. 
Apaurusa means "not spoken by any person materially created." It is stated in the 
beginning of Srlmad-Bhdgavatam, tene brahma hrdd. The sound of Brahman, or Veda, 
was first impregnated into the heart of Brahma, the original learned man (ddi-kavaye). 
How did he become learned? Whenever there is learning, there must be a speaker and 
the process of hearing. But Brahma was the first created being. Who spoke to him? Since 
no one was there, who was the spiritual master to give knowledge? He was the only 
living creature; therefore the Vedic knowledge was imparted within his heart by the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is seated within everyone as Paramatma. Vedic 
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knowledge is understood to be spoken by the Supreme Lord, and therefore it is free from 
the defects of material understanding. Material understanding is defective. If we hear 
something from a conditioned soul, it is full of defects. All material and mundane 
information is tainted by illusion, error, cheating and imperfection of the senses. 

Because Vedic knowledge was imparted by the Supreme Lord, who is transcendental to 
material creation, it is perfect. If we receive that Vedic knowledge from Brahma in 
disciplic succession, then we receive perfect knowledge. 

Every word we hear has a meaning behind it. As soon as we hear the word "water," there 
is a substance—water—behind the word. Similarly, as soon as we hear the word "God," 
there is a meaning to it. If we receive that meaning and explanation of "God" from God 
Himself, then it is perfect. But if we speculate about the meaning of "God," it is 
imperfect. Bhagavad-gltd, which is the science of God, is spoken by the Personality of 
Godhead Himself. This is perfect knowledge. Mental speculators or so-called 
philosophers who are researching what is actually God will never understand the nature 
of God. The science of God has to be understood in disciplic succession from Brahma, 
who was first instructed about knowledge of God by God Himself. We can understand 
the knowledge of God by hearing Bhagavad-gltd from a person authorized in the disciplic 
succession. 

When we speak of seeing, there must be form. By our sense perception, the beginning 
experience is the sky. Sky is the beginning of form. And from the sky, other forms 
emanate. The objects of knowledge and sense perception begin, therefore, from the sky. 

SB 3.26.34 

TEXT 34 

II II 

bhutdndrh chidra-ddtrtvarh 
hahir antaram eva ca 
prdnendriydtma-dhisnyatvarfi 
nabhaso vrtti-laksanam 

SYNONYMS 

bhutdndm —of all living entities; chidra-ddtrtvam —the accommodation of room; bahih — 
external; antaram —internal; eva —also; ca —and; prdna —of the vital air; indriya —the 
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senses; atma —and the mind; dhisnyatvam —being the field of activities; nabhasah —of 
the ethereal element; vrtti —activities; laksanam —characteristics. 

TRANSLATION 

The activities and characteristics of the ethereal element can be observed as 
accommodation for the room for the external and internal existences of all living entities, 
namely the field of activities of the vital air, the senses and the mind. 

PURPORT 

The mind, the senses and the vital force, or living entity, have forms, although they are 
not visible to the naked eye. Form rests in subtle existence in the sky, and internally it is 
perceived as the veins within the body and the circulation of the vital air. Externally 
there are invisible forms of sense objects. The production of the invisible sense objects is 
the external activity of the ethereal element, and the circulation of vital air and blood is 
its internal activity. That subtle forms exist in the ether has been proven by modern 
science by transmission of television, by which forms or photographs of one place are 
transmitted to another place by the action of the ethereal element. That is very nicely 
explained here. This verse is the potential basis of great scientific research work, for it 
explains how subtle forms are generated from the ethereal element, what their 
characteristics and actions are, and how the tangible elements, namely air, fire, water 
and earth, are manifested from the subtle form. Mental activities, or psychological 
actions of thinking, feeling and willing, are also activities on the platform of ethereal 
existence. The statement in Bhagavad-gltd that the mental situation at the time of death 
is the basis of the next birth is also corroborated in this verse. Mental existence 
transforms into tangible form as soon as there is an opportunity due to contamination or 
development of the gross elements from subtle form. 

SB 3.26.35 

TEXT 35 

^ HW: II II 

nabhasah sabda-tanmatrat 
kdla-gatyd vikurvatah 
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sparso 'bhavat tato vayus 
tvak sparsasya ca sangrahah 

SYNONYMS 

nabhasah —from ether; sabda-tanmatrat —which evolves from the subtle element sound; 
kdla-gatyd —under the impulse of time; vikurvatah —undergoing transformation; 
sparsah —the subtle element touch; abhavat —evolved; tatah —thence; vdyuh —air; 
tvak —the sense of touch; sparsasya —of touch; ca —and; sangrahah —perception. 

TRANSLATION 

From ethereal existence, which evolves from sound, the next transformation takes place 
under the impulse of time, and thus the subtle element touch and thence the air and sense 
of touch become prominent. 


PURPORT 

In the course of time, when the subtle forms are transformed into gross forms, they 
become the objects of touch. The objects of touch and the tactile sense also develop 
after this evolution in time. Sound is the first sense object to exhibit material existence, 
and from the perception of sound, touch perception evolves and from touch perception 
the perception of sight. That is the way of the gradual evolution of our perceptive 
objects. 

SB 3.26.36 

TEXT 36 

II II 

mrdutvarh kathinatvarh ca 
saityam usnatvam eva ca 
etat sparsasya sparsatvarh 
tan-mdtratvarh nabhasvatah 

SYNONYMS 
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mrdutvam —softness; kathinatvam —hardness; ca —and; saityam —cold; usnatvam —heat; 
eva —also; ca —and; etat —this; sparsasya —of the subtle element touch; sparsatvam —the 
distinguishing attributes; tat-mdtratvam —the subtle form; nabhasvatah —of air. 

TRANSLATION 

Softness and hardness and cold and heat are the distinguishing attributes of touch, which 
is characterized as the subtle form of air. 

PURPORT 

Tangibility is the proof of form. In actuality, objects are perceived in two different ways. 
They are either soft or hard, cold or hot, etc. This tangible action of the tactile sense is 
the result of the evolution of air, which is produced from the sky. 

SB 3.26.37 

TEXT 37 

II 9^ II 

cdlanarh vyuhanarh prdptir 
netrtvarh dravya-sabdayoh 
sarvendriydndm dtmatvarh 
vdyoh karmdbhilaksanam 

SYNONYMS 

cdlanam —moving; vyuhanam —mixing; prdptih —allowing approach; netrtvam — 
carrying; dravya-sabdayoh —particles of substances and sound; sarva-indriydndm —of all 
the senses; dtmatvam —providing for the proper functioning; vdyoh —of air; karma —by 
actions; abhilaksanam —the distinct characteristics. 

TRANSLATION 

The action of the air is exhibited in movements, mixing, allowing approach to the objects 
of sound and other sense perceptions, and providing for the proper functioning of all 
other senses. 
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PURPORT 


We can perceive the action of the air when the branches of a tree move or when dry 
leaves on the ground collect together. Similarly, it is only by the action of the air that a 
body moves, and when the air circulation is impeded, many diseases result. Paralysis, 
nervous breakdowns, madness and many other diseases are actually due to an 
insufficient circulation of air. In the Ayur-vedic system these diseases are treated on the 
basis of air circulation. If from the beginning one takes care of the process of air 
circulation, such diseases cannot take place. From the Ayur-veda as well as from the 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam it is clear that so many activities are going on internally and 
externally because of air alone, and as soon as there is some deficiency in the air 
circulation, these activities cannot take place. Here it is clearly stated, netrtvarh dravya- 
sabdayoh. Our sense of proprietorship over action is also due to the activity of the air. If 
the air circulation is stifled, we cannot approach a place after hearing. If someone calls 
us, we hear the sound because of the air circulation, and we approach that sound or the 
place from which the sound comes. It is clearly said in this verse that these are all 
movements of the air. The ability to detect odors is also due to the action of the air. 

SB 3.26.38 

TEXT 38 

II 9= II 

vdyos ca sparsa-tanmatrad 
ruparh daiveritad abhut 
samutthitarh tatas tejas 
caksii rupopalambhanam 

SYNONYMS 

vdyoh —from air; ca—and; sparsa-tanmdtrdt —which evolves from the subtle element 
touch; rupam —form; daiva-iritdt —according to destiny; abhut —evolved; samutthitam — 
arose; tatah —from that; tejah —fire; caksuh —sense of sight; riipa —color and form; 
upalambhanam —perceiving. 


TRANSLATION 
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By interactions of the air and the sensations of touch, one receives different forms 
according to destiny. By evolution of such forms, there is fire, and the eye sees different 
forms in color. 


PURPORT 

Because of destiny, the touch sensation, the interactions of air, and the situation of the 
mind, which is produced of the ethereal element, one receives a body according to his 
previous activities. Needless to say, a living entity transmigrates from one form to 
another. His form changes according to destiny and by the arrangement of a superior 
authority which controls the interaction of air and the mental situation. Form is the 
combination of different types of sense perception. Predestined activities are the plans 
of the mental situation and the interaction of air. 

SB 3.26.39 

TEXT 39 

WiraFI II II 

dravyakrtitvarh gunatd 
vyakti-sarhsthdtvam eva ca 
tejastvarh tejasah sddhvi 
rupa-mdtrasya vrttayah 

SYNONYMS 

dravya —of an object; dkrtitvam —dimension; gunatd —quality; vyakti-sarhsthdtvam — 
individuality; eva —also; ca —and; tejastvam —effulgence; tejasah —of fire; sddhvi —O 
virtuous lady; rupa-mdtrasya —of the subtle element form; vrttayah —the characteristics. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear mother, the characteristics of form are understood by dimension, quality and 
individuality. The form of fire is appreciated by its effulgence. 

PURPORT 
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Every form that we appreciate has its particular dimensions and characteristics. The 
quality of a particular object is appreciated by its utility. But the form of sound is 
independent. Forms which are invisible can be understood only by touch; that is the 
independent appreciation of invisible form. Visible forms are understood by analytical 
study of their constitution. The constitution of a certain object is appreciated by its 
internal action. For example, the form of salt is appreciated by the interaction of salty 
tastes, and the form of sugar is appreciated by the interaction of sweet tastes. Tastes and 
qualitative constitution are the basic principles in understanding the form of an object. 

SB 3.26.40 

TEXT 40 

#s|ui ^ II yo || 

dyotanarh pacanarh pdnam 
adanarh hima-mardanam 
tejaso vrttayas tv etdh 
sosanarh ksut trd eva ca 

SYNONYMS 

dyotanam —illumination; pacanam —cooking, digesting; pdnam —drinking; adanam — 
eating; hima-mardanam —destroying cold; tejasah —of fire; vrttayah —functions; tu — 
indeed; etdh —these; sosanam —evaporating; ksut —hunger; trt —thirst; eva —also; ca — 
and. 


TRANSLATION 

Fire is appreciated by its light and by its ability to cook, to digest, to destroy cold, to 
evaporate, and to give rise to hunger, thirst, eating and drinking. 

PURPORT 

The first symptoms of fire are distribution of light and heat, and the existence of fire is 
also perceived in the stomach. Without fire we cannot digest what we eat. Without 
digestion there is no hunger and thirst or power to eat and drink. When there is 
insufficient hunger and thirst, it is understood that there is a shortage of fire within the 
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stomach, and the Ayur-vedic treatment is performed in connection with the fire 
element, agni-mandyam. Since fire is increased by the secretion of bile, the treatment is 
to increase bile secretion. The Ayur-vedic treatment thus corroborates the statements in 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam. The characteristic of fire in subduing the influence of cold is 
known to everyone. Severe cold can always be counteracted by fire. 


SB 3.26.41 

TEXT 41 


II 8? II 


rupa-matrad vikurvdndt 
tejaso daiva-coditdt 
rasa-mdtram abhut tasmdd 
ambho jihvd rasa-grahah 


SYNONYMS 

rupa-mdtrdt —which evolves from the subtle element form; vikurvdndt —undergoing 
transformation; tejasah —from fire; daiva-coditdt —under a superior arrangement; rasa- 
mdtram —the subtle element taste; abhut —became manifested; tasmdt —from that; 
ambhah —water; jihvd —the sense of taste; rasa-grahah —which perceives taste. 

TRANSLATION 

By the interaction of fire and the visual sensation, the subtle element taste evolves under 
a superior arrangement. From taste, water is produced, and the tongue, which perceives 
taste, is also manifested. 


PURPORT 

The tongue is described here as the instrument for acquiring knowledge of taste. 

Because taste is a product of water, there is always saliva on the tongue. 

SB 3.26.42 

TEXT 42 
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H1R|+Hi (^+|>| II 8? II 


kasdyo madhuras tiktah 
katv amla iti naikadha 
bhautikdndrh vikdrena 
rasa eko vibhidyate 

SYNONYMS 

kasdyah —astringent; madhurah —sweet; tiktah —bitter; katu —pungent; amlah —sour; 
iti —thus; na-ekadhd —manifoldly; bhautikdndm —of other substances; vikdrena —by 
transformation; rasah —the subtle element taste; ekah —originally one; vibhidyate —is 
divided. 


TRANSLATION 

Although originally one, taste becomes manifold as astringent, sweet, bitter, pungent, 
sour and salty due to contact with other substances. 

SB 3.26.43 

TEXT 43 

H|UHM|i|Hl<HH^| 

dNIMHlcil IddfedHI: II 89 II 

kledanarh pindanarh trptih 
prdnandpydyanondanam 
tdpdpanodo bhuyastvam 
ambhaso vrttayas tv imdh 

SYNONYMS 

kledanam —moistening; pindanam —coagulating; trptih —causing satisfaction; prdnana — 
maintaining life; dpydyana —refreshing; undanam —softening; tdpa —heat; apanodah — 
driving away; bhuyastvam —being in abundance; ambhasah —of water; vrttayah —the 
characteristic functions; tu —in fact; imdh —these. 
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TRANSLATION 


The characteristics of water are exhibited by its moistening other substances, coagulating 
various mixtures, causing satisfaction, maintaining life, softening things, driving away 
heat, incessantly supplying itself to reservoirs of water, and refreshing by slaking thirst. 

PURPORT 

Starvation can be mitigated by drinking water. It is sometimes found that if a person 
who has taken a vow to fast takes a little water at intervals, the exhaustion of fasting is 
at once mitigated. In the Vedas it is also stated, dpomayah prdnah: "Life depends on 
water." With water, anything can be moistened or dampened. Flour dough can be 
prepared with a mixture of water. Mud is made by mixing earth with water. As stated in 
the beginning of Srimad-Bhdgavatam, water is the cementing ingredient of different 
material elements. If we build a house, water is actually the constituent in making the 
bricks. Fire, water and air are the exchanging elements for the entire material 
manifestation, but water is most prominent. Also, excessive heat can be reduced simply 
by pouring water on the heated field. 

SB 3.26.44 

TEXT 44 

II HH II 

rasa-mdtrdd vikurvdndd 
ambhaso daiva-coditdt 
gandha-mdtram abhut tasmdt 
prthvl ghrdnas tu gandhagah 

SYNONYMS 

rasa-mdtrdt —which evolves from the subtle element taste; vikurvdndt —undergoing 
transformation; ambhasah —from water; daiva-coditdt —by a superior arrangement; 
gandha-mdtram —the subtle element odor; abhut —became manifest; tasmdt —from that; 
prthvl —earth; ghrdnah —the olfactory sense; tu —in fact; gandha-gah —which perceives 
aromas. 
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TRANSLATION 


Due to the interaction of water with the taste perception, the subtle element odor evolves 
under superior arrangement. Thence the earth and the olfactory sense, by which we can 
variously experience the aroma of the earth, become manifest. 


TEXT 45 


SB 3.26.45 


II BK II 


karambha-puti-saurabhya- 
sdntogrdmlddibhih prthak 
dravydvayava-vaisamydd 
gandha eko vibhidyate 

SYNONYMS 

karambha —mixed; puti —offensive; saurabhya —fragrant; sdnta —mild; ugra —strong, 
pungent; amla —acid; ddibhih —and so on; prthak —separately; dravya —of substance; 
avayava —of portions; vaisamydt —according to diversity; gandhah —odor; ekah —one; 
vibhidyate —is divided. 


TRANSLATION 

Odor, although one, becomes many—as mixed, offensive, fragrant, mild, strong, acidic 
and so on—according to the proportions of associated substances. 

PURPORT 

Mixed smell is sometimes perceived in foodstuffs prepared from various ingredients, 
such as vegetables mixed with different kinds of spices and asafoetida. Bad odors are 
perceived in filthy places, good smells are perceived from camphor, menthol and similar 
other products, pungent smells are perceived from garlic and onions, and acidic smells 
are perceived from turmeric and similar sour substances. The original aroma is the odor 
emanating from the earth, and when it is mixed with different substances, this odor 
appears in different ways. 
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TEXT 46 


SB 3.26.46 


WT sUPI: I 

?ri?IW3nTi|fe; II 

bhdvanarh brahmanah sthdnarh 
dhdranarh sad-visesanam 
sarva-sattva-gunodbhedah 
prthivl-vrtti-laksanam 

SYNONYMS 

bhdvanam —modeling forms; brahmanah —of the Supreme Brahman; sthdnam — 
constructing places of residence; dhdranam —containing substances; sat-visesanam — 
distinguishing the open space; sarva —all; sattva —of existence; guna —qualities; 
udbhedah —the place for manifestation; prthivi —of earth; vrtti —of the functions; 
laksanam —the characteristics. 


TRANSLATION 

The characteristics of the functions of earth can be perceived by modeling forms of the 
Supreme Brahman, by constructing places of residence, by preparing pots to contain 
water, etc. In other words, the earth is the place of sustenance for all elements. 

PURPORT 

Different elements, such as sound, sky, air, fire and water, can be perceived in the earth. 
Another feature of the earth especially mentioned here is that earth can manifest 
different forms of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. By this statement of Kapila's it 
is confirmed that the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Brahman, has innumerable 
forms, which are described in the scriptures. By manipulation of earth and its products, 
such as stone, wood and jewels, these forms of the Supreme Lord can be present before 
our eyes. When a form of Lord Krsna or Lord Visnu is manifested by presentation of a 
statue made of earth, it is not imaginary. The earth gives shape to the Lord's forms as 
described in the scriptures. 

In the Brahma-sarfihitd there is description of Lord Krsna's lands, the variegatedness of 
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the spiritual abode, and the forms of the Lord playing a flute with His spiritual body. All 
these forms are described in the scriptures, and when they are thus presented they 
become worshipable. They are not imaginary as the Mayavada philosophy says. 
Sometimes the word bhdvana is misinterpreted as "imagination." But bhdvana does not 
mean "imagination;" it means giving actual shape to the description of Vedic literature. 
Earth is the ultimate transformation of all living entities and their respective modes of 
material nature. 


TEXT 47 

^ II yv3 II 

nabho-guna-viseso 'rtho 
yasya tac chrotram ucyate 
vdyor guna-viseso 'rtho 
yasya tat sparsanarh viduh 


SB 3.26.47 


SYNONYMS 

nabhah-guna-visesah —the distinctive characteristic of sky (sound); arthah —object of 
perception; yasya —whose; tat —that; srotram —the auditory sense; ucyate —is called; 
vdyoh guna-visesah —the distinctive characteristic of air (touch); arthah —object of 
perception; yasya —whose; tat —that; sparsanam —the tactile sense; viduh —they know. 

TRANSLATION 

The sense whose object of perception is sound is called the auditory sense, and that whose 
object of perception is touch is called the tactile sense. 


PURPORT 

Sound is one of the qualifications of the sky and is the subject matter for hearing. 
Similarly, touch is the qualification of the air and is the subject of the touch sensation. 

SB 3.26.48 

TEXT 48 
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<|(r^ dC^fH I 
i^^:|qfil^S2ff ^ H WI 3^ II 8' 


tejo-guna-viseso 'rtho 
yasya tac caksur ucyate 
ambho-guna-viseso 'rtho 
yasya tad rasanarh viduh 
bhumer guna-viseso 'rtho 
yasya sa ghrdna ucyate 


SYNONYMS 

tejah-guna-visesah —the distinctive characteristic of fire (form); arthah —object of 
perception; yasya —whose; tat —that; caksuh —the sense of sight; ucyate —is called; 
ambhah-guna-visesah —the distinctive characteristic of water (taste); arthah —object of 
perception; yasya —whose; tat —that; rasanam —the sense of taste; viduh —they know; 
bhumeh guna-visesah —the distinctive characteristic of earth (odor); arthah —object of 
perception; yasya —whose; sah —that; ghrdnah —the sense of smell; ucyate —is called. 

TRANSLATION 

The sense whose object of perception is form, the distinctive characteristic of fire, is the 
sense of sight. The sense whose object of perception is taste, the distinctive characteristic 
of water, is known as the sense of taste. Finally, the sense whose object of perception is 
odor, the distinctive characteristic of earth, is called the sense of smell. 

SB 3.26.49 

TEXT 49 

31^ ’Wli II 8'^ II 

parasya drsyate dharmo 
hy aparasmin samanvaydt 
ato viseso bhdvdndrh 
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bhumav evopalaksyate 


SYNONYMS 

parasya —of the cause; drsyate —is observed; dharmah —the characteristics; hi —indeed; 
aparasmin —in the effect; samanvaydt —in order; atah —hence; visesah —the distinctive 
characteristic; bhdvdndm —of all the elements; bhumau —in earth; eva —alone; 
upalaksyate —is observed. 


TRANSLATION 

Since the cause exists in its effect as well, the characteristics of the former are observed 
in the latter. That is why the peculiarities of all the elements exist in the earth alone. 

PURPORT 

Sound is the cause of the sky, sky is the cause of the air, air is the cause of fire, fire is the 
cause of water, and water is the cause of earth. In the sky there is only sound; in the air 
there are sound and touch; in the fire there are sound, touch and form; in water there 
are sound, touch, form and taste; and in the earth there are sound, touch, form, taste 
and smell. Therefore earth is the reservoir of all the qualities of the other elements. 

Earth is the sum total of all other elements. The earth has all five qualities of the 
elements, water has four qualities, fire has three, air has two, and the sky has only one 
quality, sound. 

SB 3.26.50 

TEXT 50 

II i(o II 

etdny asarnhatya yadd 
mahad-ddini sapta vai 
kdla-karma-gunopeto 
jagad-ddir updvisat 

SYNONYMS 
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etdni —these; asarfihatya —being unmixed; yadd —when; mahat-ddlni —the mahat-tattva, 
false ego and five gross elements; sapta —all together seven; vai —in fact; kdla —time; 
karma —work; guna —and the three modes of material nature; upetah —accompanied by; 
jagat-ddih —the origin of creation; updvisat —entered. 

TRANSLATION 

When all these elements were unmixed, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the origin 
of creation, along with time, work, and the qualities of the modes of material nature, 
entered into the universe with the total material energy in seven divisions. 


PURPORT 

After stating the generation of the causes, Kapiladeva speaks about the generation of 
the effects. At that time when the causes were unmixed, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, in His feature of Garbhodakasayi Visnu, entered within each universe. 
Accompanying Him were all of the seven primary elements—the five material elements, 
the total energy (mahat-tattva) and the false ego. This entrance of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead involves His entering even the atoms of the material world. 

This is confirmed in the Brahma-sarnhitd (5.35): anddntara-stha-paramdnu-caydntara- 
stham. He is not only within the universe, but within the atoms also. He is within the 
heart of every living entity. Garbhodakasayi Visnu, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, entered into everything. 

SB 3.26.51 

TEXT 51 


^ %i^ii x? II 


tatas tendnuviddhebhyo 
yuktebhyo 'ndam acetanam 
utthitarh puruso yasmdd 
udatisthad asau virdt 


SYNONYMS 

tatah —then; tena —by the Lord; anuviddhebhyah —from these seven principles, roused 
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into activity; yuktebhyah —united; andam —an egg; acetanam —unintelligent; utthitam — 
arose; purusah —Cosmic Being; yasmdt —from which; udatisthat —appeared; asau —that; 
virdt —celebrated. 


TRANSLATION 

From these seven principles, roused into activity and united by the presence of the Lord, 
an unintelligent egg arose, from which appeared the celebrated Cosmic Being. 

PURPORT 

In sex life, the combination of matter from the parents, which involves emulsification 
and secretion, creates the situation whereby a soul is received within matter, and the 
combination of matter gradually develops into a complete body. The same principle 
exists in the universal creation: the ingredients were present, but only when the Lord 
entered into the material elements was matter actually agitated. That is the cause of 
creation. We can see this in our ordinary experience. Although we may have clay, water 
and fire, the elements take the shape of a brick only when we labor to combine them. 
Without the living energy, there is no possibility that matter can take shape. Similarly, 
this material world does not develop unless agitated by the Supreme Lord as the virdt- 
purusa. Yasmdd udatisthad asau virdt: by His agitation, space was created, and the 
universal form of the Lord also manifested therein. 

SB 3.26.52 

TEXT 52 

^ ^ II II 

etad andarh visesdkhyarh 
krama-vrddhair dasottaraih 
toyddibhih parivrtarh 
pradhdnendvrtair bahih 
yatra loka-vitdno 'yarn 
ruparh bhagavato hareh 
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SYNONYMS 


etat —this; andam —egg; visesa-dkhyam —called visesa; krama —one after another; 
vrddhaih —increased; dasa —ten times; uttaraih —greater; toya-ddibhih —by water and so 
on; parivrtam —enveloped; pradhdnena —by pradhdna; dvrtaih —covered; bahih —on the 
outside; yatra —where; loka-vitdnah —the extension of the planetary systems; ayam — 
this; rupam —form; bhagavatah —of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; hareh —of 
Lord Hari. 


TRANSLATION 

This universal egg, or the universe in the shape of an egg, is called the manifestation of 
material energy. Its layers of water, air, fire, sky, ego and mahat-tattva increase in 
thickness one after another. Each layer is ten times bigger than the previous one, and the 
final outside layer is covered by pradhana. Within this egg is the universal form of Lord 
Hari, of whose body the fourteen planetary systems are parts. 

PURPORT 

This universe, or the universal sky which we can visualize with its innumerable planets, 
is shaped just like an egg. As an egg is covered by a shell, the universe is also covered by 
various layers. The first layer is water, the next is fire, then air, then sky, and the 
ultimate holding crust is pradhdna. Within this egglike universe is the universal form of 
the Lord as the virdt-purusa. All the different planetary situations are parts of His body. 
This is already explained in the beginning of Srimad-Bhdgavatam, Second Canto. The 
planetary systems are considered to form different bodily parts of that universal form of 
the Lord. Persons who cannot directly engage in the worship of the transcendental form 
of the Lord are advised to think of and worship this universal form. The lowest 
planetary system, Patala, is considered to be the sole of the Supreme Lord, and the earth 
is considered to be the belly of the Lord. Brahmaloka, or the highest planetary system, 
where Brahma lives, is considered to be the head of the Lord. 

This virdt-purusa is considered an incarnation of the Lord. The original form of the 
Lord is Krsna, as confirmed in Brahma-sarfihitd: ddi-purusa. The virdt-purusa is also 
purusa, but He is not ddi-purusa. The ddi-purusa is Krsna. Isvarah paramah krsnah sac- 
cid-dnanda-vigrahah/ anddir ddir govindah IBs. 5.1]. In Bhagavad-gUd Krsna is also 
accepted as the ddi-purusa, the original. Krsna says, "No one is greater than 1." There are 
innumerable expansions of the Lord, and all of them are purusas, or enjoyers, but 
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neither the virdt-purusa nor the purusa-avatdras —Karanodakasayi Visriu, 
Garbhodakasayi Visnu and Ksirodakasayi Visnu—nor any of the many other 
expansions, is the original- In each universe there are Garbhodakasayi Visiiu, the virdt- 
purusa and Ksirodakasayi Visiiu- The active manifestation of the virdt-purusa is 
described here, persons who are in the lower grade of understanding regarding the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead may think of the universal form of the Lord, for that is 
advised in the Bhdgavatam. 

The dimensions of the universe are estimated here. The outer covering is made of layers 
of water, air, fire, sky, ego and mahat-tattva, and each layer is ten times greater than the 
one previous. The space within the hollow of the universe cannot be measured by any 
human scientist or anyone else, and beyond the hollow there are seven coverings, each 
one ten times greater than the one preceding it. The layer of water is ten times greater 
than the diameter of the universe, and the layer of fire is ten times greater than that of 
water. Similarly, the layer of air is ten times greater than that of fire. These dimensions 
are all inconceivable to the tiny brain of a human being. 

It is also stated that this description is of only one egglike universe. There are 
innumerable universes besides this one, and some of them are many, many times greater. 
It is considered, in fact, that this universe is the smallest; therefore the predominating 
superintendent, or Brahma, has only four heads for management. In other universes, 
which are far greater than this one, Brahma has more heads. In the Caitanya-caritdmrta 
it is stated that all these Brahmas were called one day by Lord Krsna on the inquiry of 
the small Brahma, who, after seeing all the larger Brahmas, was thunderstruck. That is 
the inconceivable potency of the Lord. No one can measure the length and breadth of 
God by speculation or by false identification with God. These attempts are symptoms of 
lunacy. 

SB 3.26.53 

TEXT 53 

dMito ^ II II 

hiranmaydd anda-kosdd 
utthdya salile saydt 
tarn dvisya mahd-devo 
bahudhd nirbibheda kham 
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SYNONYMS 


hiranmaydt —golden; anda-kosat —from the egg; utthdya —arising; salile —on the water; 
saydt —lying; tarn —in it; dvisya —having entered; mahd-devah —the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead; bahudhd —in many ways; nirbibheda —divided; kham — 
apertures. 


TRANSLATION 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, the virat-purusa, situated Himself in that golden 
egg, which was lying on the water, and He divided it into many departments. 

SB 3.26.54 

TEXT 54 

^ 5PM WI II 'iS II 

nirabhidyatdsya prathamarh 
mukharh vdnl tato 'bhavat 
vdnyd vahnir atho ndse 
prdnoto ghrdna etayoh 

SYNONYMS 

nirabhidyata —appeared; asya —of Him; prathamam —first of all; mukham —a mouth; 
vani—the organ of speech; tatah —then; abhavat —came forth; vdnyd —with the organ 
of speech; vahnih —the god of fire; athah —then; ndse —the two nostrils; prdna —the 
vital air; Utah —joined; ghrdnah —the olfactory sense; etayoh —in them. 

TRANSLATION 

First of all a mouth appeared in Him, and then came forth the organ of speech, and with 
it the god of fire, the deity who presides over that organ. Then a pair of nostrils appeared, 
and in them appeared the olfactory sense, as well as prana, the vital air. 

PURPORT 

With the manifestation of speech, fire also became manifested, and with the 
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manifestation of nostrils the vital air, the breathing process and the sense of smell also 
became manifested. 

SB 3.26.55 

TEXT 55 

^ II "i-i II 

ghranad vdyur abhidyetam 
aksini caksur etayoh 
tasmdt suryo nyabhidyetarfi 
karnau srotrarh tato disah 

SYNONYMS 

ghrdndt —from the olfactory sense; vdyuh —the wind-god; abhidyetdm —appeared; 
aksini —the two eyes; caksuh —the sense of sight; etayoh —in them; tasmdt —from that; 
suryah —the sun-god; nyabhidyetdm —appeared; karnau —the two ears; srotram —the 
auditory sense; tatah —from that; disah —the deities presiding over the directions. 

TRANSLATION 

In the wake of the olfactory sense came the wind-god, who presides over that sense. 
Thereafter a pair of eyes appeared in the universal form, and in them the sense of sight. 

In the wake of this sense came the sun-god, who presides over it. Next there appeared in 
Him a pair of ears, and in them the auditory sense and in its wake the Dig-devatas, or the 
deities who preside over the directions. 


PURPORT 

The appearance of different bodily parts of the Lord's universal form and the 
appearance of the presiding deities of those bodily parts is being described. As in the 
womb of a mother a child gradually grows different bodily parts, so in the universal 
womb the universal form of the Lord gives rise to the creation of various paraphernalia. 
The senses appear, and over each of them there is a presiding deity. It is corroborated by 
this statement of Srlmad-Bhdgavatam, and also by Brahma-sarnhitd, that the sun 
appeared after the appearance of the eyes of the universal form of the Lord. The sun is 
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dependent on the eyes of the universal form. The Brahma-sarfihitd also says that the sun 
is the eye of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna. Yac-caksur esa savitd. Savitd 
means "the sun." The sun is the eye of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Actually, 
everything is created by the universal body of the Supreme Godhead. Material nature is 
simply the supplier of materials. The creation is actually done by the Supreme Lord, as 
confirmed in Bhagavad-gitd (9.10). Mayddhyaksena prakrtih suyate sa-cardcaram: "Under 
My direction does material nature create all moving and nonmoving objects in the 
cosmic creation." 


SB 3.26.56 

TEXT 56 

^ II II 

nirbibheda virdjas tvag- 
roma-smasrv-ddayas tatah 
tata osadhayas cdsan 
sisnarh nirbibhide tatah 

SYNONYMS 

nirbibheda —appeared; virdjah —of the universal form; tvak —skin; roma —hair; 
smasru —beard, mustache; ddayah —and so on; tatah —then; tatah —thereupon; 
osadhayah —the herbs and drugs; ca —and; dsan —appeared; sisnam —genitals; 
nirbibhide —appeared; tatah —after this. 

TRANSLATION 

Then the universal form of the Lord, the virat-purusa, manifested His skin, and 
thereupon the hair, mustache and beard appeared. After this all the herbs and drugs 
became manifested, and then His genitals also appeared. 

PURPORT 

The skin is the site of the touch sensation. The demigods who control the production of 
herbs and medicinal drugs are the deities presiding over the tactile sense. 

SB 3.26.57 
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TEXT 57 


II ^'3 II 

retas tasmad dpa dsan 
nirabhidyata vai gudam 
guddd apdno 'pdndc ca 
mrtyur loka-bhayankarah 

SYNONYMS 

retah —semen; tasmdt —from that; dpah —the god who presides over the waters; dsan — 
appeared; nirabhidyata —was manifested; vai —indeed; gudam —an anus; guddt —from 
the anus; apdnah —the organ of defecation; apdndt —from the organ of defecation; ca — 
and; mrtyuh —death; loka-bhayam-karah —causing fear throughout the universe. 

TRANSLATION 

After this, semen (the faculty of procreation) and the god who presides over the waters 
appeared. Next appeared an anus and then the organs of defecation and thereupon the god 
of death, who is feared throughout the universe. 

PURPORT 

It is understood herewith that the faculty to discharge semen is the cause of death. 
Therefore, yogis and transcendentalists who want to live for greater spans of life 
voluntarily restrain themselves from discharging semen. The more one can restrain the 
discharge of semen, the more one can be aloof from the problem of death. There are 
many yogis living up to three hundred or seven hundred years by this process, and in the 
Bhdgavatam it is clearly stated that discharging semen is the cause of horrible death. The 
more one is addicted to sexual enjoyment, the more susceptible he is to a quick death. 

SB 3.26.58 

TEXT 58 
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HI<3 ^ II II 


hastau ca nirabhidyetam 
balarh tdbhydrh tatah svardt 
pddau ca nirabhidyetdrfi 
gatis tdbhydrh tato harih 

SYNONYMS 

hastau —the two hands; ca —and; nirabhidyetdm —were manifested; balam —power; 
tdbhydm —from them; tatah —thereafter; svardt —Lord Indra; pddau —the two feet; ca — 
and; nirabhidyetdm —became manifested; gatih —the process of movement; tdbhydm — 
from them; tatah —then; harih —Lord Visnu. 

TRANSLATION 

Thereafter the two hands of the universal form of the Lord became manifested, and with 
them the power of grasping and dropping things, and after that Lord Indra appeared. Next 
the legs became manifested, and with them the process of movement, and after that Lord 
Visnu appeared. 


PURPORT 

The deity presiding over the hands is Indra, and the presiding deity of movement is the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Visnu. Visnu appeared on the appearance of the legs 
of the virdt-purusa. 

SB 3.26.59 

TEXT 59 

dHtdd: II II 

nddyo 'sya nirabhidyanta 
tdbhyo lohitam dbhrtam 
nadyas tatah samabhavann 
udararh nirabhidyata 
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SYNONYMS 


nadyah —the veins; asya —of the universal form; nirabhidyanta —became manifested; 
tdbhyah —from them; lohitam —blood; dbhrtam —was produced; nadyah —the rivers; 
tatah —from that; samabhavan —appeared; udaram —the stomach; nirabhidyata — 
became manifested. 


TRANSLATION 

The veins of the universal body became manifested and thereafter the red corpuscles, or 
blood. In their wake came the rivers (the deities presiding over the veins), and then 
appeared an abdomen. 


PURPORT 


Blood veins are compared to rivers; when the veins were manifested in the universal 
form, the rivers in the various planets were also manifested. The controlling deity of the 
rivers is also the controlling deity of the nervous system. In Ayur-vedic treatment, those 
who are suffering from the disease of nervous instability are recommended to take a 
bath by dipping into a flowing river. 


SB 3.26.60 

TEXT 60 


Firai I 

StqiFT II 5° II 


ksut-pipdse tatah sydtdrh 
samudras tv etayor abhut 
athdsya hrdayarh bhinnarh 
hrdaydn mana utthitam 

SYNONYMS 

ksut-pipdse —hunger and thirst; tatah —then; sydtdm —appeared; samudrah —the ocean; 
tu —then; etayoh —in their wake; abhut —appeared; atha —then; asya —of the universal 
form; hrdayam —a heart; bhinnam —appeared; hrdaydt —from the heart; manah —the 
mind; utthitam —appeared. 
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TRANSLATION 


Next grew feelings of hunger and thirst, and in their wake came the manifestation of the 
oceans. Then a heart became manifest, and in the wake of the heart the mind appeared. 

PURPORT 

The ocean is considered to be the presiding deity of the abdomen, where the feelings of 
hunger and thirst originate. When there is an irregularity in hunger and thirst, one is 
advised, according to Ayur-vedic treatment, to take a bath in the ocean. 

SB 3.26.61 

TEXT 61 

manasas candrama jdto 
buddhir buddher girdrh patih 
aharikdras tato rudras 
cittarh caityas tato 'bhavat 

SYNONYMS 

manasah —from the mind; candramdh —the moon; jdtah —appeared; buddhih — 
intelligence; buddheh —from intelligence; girdm patih —the lord of speech (Brahma); 
ahankdrah —false ego; tatah —then; rudrah —Lord Siva; cittam —consciousness; 
caityah —the deity presiding over consciousness; tatah —then; abhavat —appeared. 

TRANSLATION 

After the mind, the moon appeared. Intelligence appeared next, and after intelligence. 
Lord Brahma appeared. Then the false ego appeared and then Lord Siva, and after the 
appearance of Lord Siva came consciousness and the deity presiding over consciousness. 

PURPORT 

The moon appeared after the appearance of mind, and this indicates that the moon is 
the presiding deity of mind. Similarly, Lord Brahma, appearing after intelligence, is the 


479 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 









presiding deity of intelligence, and Lord Siva, who appears after false ego, is the 
presiding deity of false ego. In other words, it is indicated that the moon-god is in the 
mode of goodness, whereas Lord Brahma is in the mode of passion and Lord Siva is in 
the mode of ignorance. The appearance of consciousness after the appearance of false 
ego indicates that, from the beginning, material consciousness is under the mode of 
ignorance and that one therefore has to purify himself by purifying his consciousness. 
This purificatory process is called Krsna consciousness. As soon as the consciousness is 
purified, the false ego disappears. Identification of the body with the self is called false 
identification, or false ego. Lord Caitanya confirms this in His Siksdstaka. He states that 
the first result of chanting the mahd-mantra, Hare Krsna, is that dirt is cleared from the 
consciousness, or the mirror of the mind, and then at once the blazing fire of material 
existence is over. The blazing fire of material existence is due to false ego, but as soon as 
the false ego is removed, one can understand his real identity. At that point he is 
actually liberated from the clutches of mdyd. As soon as one is freed from the clutches of 
false ego, his intelligence also becomes purified, and then his mind is always engaged 
upon the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead appeared on the full-moon day as Gauracandra, or 
the spotless transcendental moon. The material moon has spots on it, but on the 
transcendental moon, Gauracandra, there are no spots. In order to fix the purified mind 
in the service of the Supreme Lord, one has to worship the spotless moon, Gauracandra. 
Those who are materially passionate or those who want to exhibit their intelligence for 
material advancement in life are generally worshipers of Lord Brahma, and persons who 
are in the gross ignorance of identifying with the body worship Lord Siva. Materialists 
like Hiranyakasipu and Ravana are worshipers of Lord Brahma or Lord Siva, but 
Prahlada and other devotees in the service of Krsna consciousness worship the Supreme 
Lord, the Personality of Godhead. 

SB 3.26.62 

TEXT 62 

^ II II 

ete hy abhyutthitd deva 
naivdsyotthdpane 'sakan 
punar dvivisuh khdni 
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tarn utthapayiturn kramat 


SYNONYMS 

ete —these; hi —indeed; abhyutthitdh —manifested; devah —demigods; na —not; eva —at 
all; asya —of the virdt-purusa; utthdpane —in waking; asakan —were able; punah —again; 
dvivisuh —they entered; khdni —the apertures of the body; tarn —Him; utthdpayitum —to 
awaken; kramdt —one after another. 

TRANSLATION 

When the demigods and presiding deities of the various senses were thus manifested, they 
wanted to wake their origin of appearance. But upon failing to do so, they reentered the 
body of the virat-purusa one after another in order to wake Him. 

PURPORT 

In order to wake the sleeping Deity-controller within, one has to rechannel the sense 
activities from concentration on the outside to concentration inside. In the following 
verses, the sense activities which are required to wake the virdt-purusa will be explained 
very nicely. 

SB 3.26.63 

TEXT 63 

II II 

vahnir vdcd mukharh bheje 
nodatisthat tadd virdt 
ghrdriena ndsike vdyur 
nodatisthat tadd virdt 

SYNONYMS 

vahnih —the god of fire; vdcd —with the organ of speech; mukham —the mouth; bheje — 
entered; na —not; udatisthat —did arise; tadd —then; virdt —the virdt-purusa; 
ghrdriena —with the olfactory sense; ndsike —into His two nostrils; vdyuh —the god of 
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the winds; na —not; udatisthat —did arise; tada —then; virat —the virat-purusa. 


TRANSLATION 

The god of fire entered His mouth with the organ of speech, but the virat-purusa could 
not be aroused. Then the god of wind entered His nostrils with the sense of smell, but 
still the virat-purusa refused to be awakened. 

SB 3.26.64 

TEXT 64 

sifM i 

^ II SiS II 


aksini caksusadityo 
nodatisthat tada virat 
srotrena karnau ca diso 
nodatisthat tada virat 

SYNONYMS 

aksini —His two eyes; caksusd —with the sense of sight; adityah —the sun-god; na —not; 
udatisthat —did arise; tada —then; virat —the virat-purusa; srotrena —with the sense of 
hearing; karnau —His two ears; ca —and; disah —the deities presiding over the 
directions; na —not; udatisthat —did arise; tada —then; virat —the virat-purusa. 

TRANSLATION 

The sun-god entered the eyes of the virat-purusa with the sense of sight, but still the 
virat-purusa did not get up. Similarly, the predominating deities of the directions entered 
through His ears with the sense of hearing, but still He did not get up. 

SB 3.26.65 

TEXT 65 

^ HltiiRlBTlcil f^l 

^ II II 
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tvacarh romabhir osadhyo 
nodatisthat tadd virdt 
retasd sisnam dpas tu 
nodatisthat tadd virdt 


SYNONYMS 

tvacam —the skin of the virdt-purusa; romabhih —with the hair on the body; osadhyah — 
the deities presiding over the herbs and plants; na —not; udatisthat —did arise; tadd — 
then; virdt —the virdt-purusa; retasd —with the faculty of procreation; sisnam —the 
organ of generation; dpah —the water-god; tu —then; na —not; udatisthat —did arise; 
tadd —then; virdt —the virdt-purusa. 


TRANSLATION 


The predominating deities of the skin, herbs and seasoning plants entered the skin of the 
virat-purusa with the hair of the body, but the Cosmic Being refused to get up even then. 
The god predominating over water entered His organ of generation with the faculty of 
procreation, but the virat-purusa still would not rise. 


SB 3.26.66 

TEXT 66 


II II 


gudarfi mrtyur apdnena 
nodatisthat tadd virdt 
hastdv indro balenaiva 
nodatisthat tadd virdt 

SYNONYMS 

gudam —His anus; mrtyuh —the god of death; apdnena —with the organ of defecation; 
na —not; udatisthat —did arise; tadd —even then; virdt —the virdt-purusa; hastau —the 
two hands; indrah —Lord Indra; balena —with their power to grasp and drop things; 
eva —indeed; na —not; udatisthat —did arise; tadd —even then; virdt —the virdt-purusa. 
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TRANSLATION 


The god of death entered His anus with the organ of defecation, but the virat-purusa 
could not be spurred to activity. The god Indra entered the hands with their power of 
grasping and dropping things, but the virat-purusa would not get up even then. 

SB 3.26.67 

TEXT 67 

II II 

visnur gatyaiva caranau 
nodatisthat tadd virdt 
nddlr nadyo lohitena 
nodatisthat tadd virdt 

SYNONYMS 

visnuh —Lord Visnu; gatyd —with the faculty of locomotion; eva —indeed; caranau —His 
two feet; na —not; udatisthat —did arise; tadd —even then; virdt —the virdt-purusa; 
nddlh —His blood vessels; nadyah —the rivers or river-gods; lohitena —with the blood, 
with the power of circulation; na —not; udatisthat —did stir; tadd —even then; virat— 
the virdt-purusa. 


TRANSLATION 

Lord Visnu entered His feet with the faculty of locomotion, but the virat-purusa refused 
to stand up even then. The rivers entered His blood vessels with the blood and the power 
of circulation, but still the Cosmic Being could not be made to stir. 

SB 3.26.68 

TEXT 68 

^ II II 


ksut-trdbhyam udararh sindhur 
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nodatisthat tadd virdt 
hrdayarh manasd candro 
nodatisthat tadd virdt 

SYNONYMS 

ksut-trdbhydm —with hunger and thirst; udaram —His abdomen; sindhuh —the ocean or 
ocean-god; na —not; udatisthat —did arise; tadd —even then; virdt —the virdt-purusa; 
hrdayam —His heart; manasd —with the mind; candrah —the moon-god; na —not; 
udatisthat —did arise; tadd —even then; virat—the virdt-purusa. 

TRANSLATION 

The ocean entered His abdomen with hunger and thirst, but the Cosmic Being refused to 
rise even then. The moon-god entered His heart with the mind, but the Cosmic Being 
would not be roused. 


SB 3.26.69 

TEXT 69 

II II 

buddhyd brahmdpi hrdayarh 
nodatisthat tadd virdt 
rudro 'bhimatyd hrdayarh 
nodatisthat tadd virdt 

SYNONYMS 

buddhyd —with intelligence; brahmd —Lord Brahma; api —also; hrdayam —His heart; 
na —not; udatisthat —did arise; tadd —even then; virdt —the virdt-purusa; rudrah —Lord 
Siva; abhimatyd —with the ego; hrdayam —His heart; na —not; udatisthat —did arise; 
tadd —even then; virdt —the virdt-purusa. 

TRANSLATION 

Brahma also entered His heart with intelligence, but even then the Cosmic Being could 
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not be prevailed upon to get up. Lord Rudra also entered His heart with the ego, but even 
then the Cosmic Being did not stir. 

SB 3.26.70 

TEXT 70 

I 

II II 

cittena hrdayarh caityah 
ksetra-jnah pravisad yadd 
virdt tadaiva purusah 
salildd udatisthata 

SYNONYMS 

cittena —along with reason, consciousness; hrdayam —the heart; caityah —the deity 
presiding over consciousness; ksetra-jnah —the knower of the field; prdvisat —entered; 
yadd —when; virdt —the virdt-purusa; tadd —then; eva —just; purusah —the Cosmic 
Being; salildt —from the water; udatisthata —arose. 

TRANSLATION 

However, when the inner controller, the deity presiding over consciousness, entered the 
heart with reason, at that very moment the Cosmic Being arose from the causal waters. 

SB 3.26.71 

TEXT 71 

^211 ^ HI«lp!i'l|HH)(^W: I 

^ II II 

yathd prasuptarh purusarh 
prdnendriya-mano-dhiyah 
prabhavanti vind yena 
notthdpayitum ojasd 

SYNONYMS 
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yathd —just as; prasuptam —sleeping; purusam —a man; prana —the vital air; indriya — 
the senses for working and recording knowledge; manah —the mind; dhiyah —the 
intelligence; prabhavanti —are able; vind —without; yena —whom (the Supersoul); na — 
not; utthdpayitum —to arouse; ojasd —by their own power. 

TRANSLATION 

When a man is sleeping, all his material assets—namely the vital energy, the senses for 
recording knowledge, the senses for working, the mind and the intelligence—cannot 
arouse him. He can be aroused only when the Supersoul helps him. 

PURPORT 

The explanation of Sankhya philosophy is described here in detail in the sense that the 
virdt-purusa, or the universal form of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is the 
original source of all the various sense organs and their presiding deities. The 
relationship between the virdt-purusa and the presiding deities or the living entities is so 
intricate that simply by exercising the sense organs, which are related to their presiding 
deities, the virdt-purusa cannot be aroused. It is not possible to arouse the virdt-purusa or 
to link with the Supreme Absolute Personality of Godhead by material activities. Only 
by devotional service and detachment can one perform the process of linking with the 
Absolute. 


SB 3.26.72 

TEXT 72 

II ^9? II 

tarn asmin pratyag-dtmdnarh 
dhiyd yoga-pravrttayd 
bhaktyd viraktyd jndnena 
vivicydtmani cintayet 

SYNONYMS 

tarn —upon Him; asmin —in this; pratyak-dtmdnam —the Supersoul; dhiyd —with the 
mind; yoga-pravrttayd —engaged in devotional service; bhaktyd —through devotion; 
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viraktya —through detachment; jnanena —through spiritual knowledge; vivicya — 
considering carefully; dtmani —in the body; cintayet —one should contemplate. 

TRANSLATION 

Therefore, through devotion, detachment and advancement in spiritual knowledge 
acquired through concentrated devotional service, one should contemplate that Super soul 
as present in this very body although simultaneously apart from it. 

PURPORT 

One can realize the Supersoul within oneself. He is within one's body but apart from the 
body, or transcendental to the body. Although sitting in the same body as the individual 
soul, the Supersoul has no affection for the body, whereas the individual soul does. One 
has to detach himself, therefore, from this material body, by discharging devotional 
service. It is clearly mentioned here (bhaktyd) that one has to execute devotional service 
to the Supreme. As it is stated in the First Canto, Second Chapter, of Srimad- 
Bhdgavatam (1.2.7), vdsudeve bhagavati bhakti-yogah prayojitah. When Vasudeva, the all- 
pervading Visnu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is served in completely pure 
devotion, detachment from the material world immediately begins. The purpose of 
Sankhya is to detach oneself from material contamination. This can be achieved simply 
by devotional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

When one is detached from the attraction of material prosperity, one can actually 
concentrate his mind upon the Supersoul. As long as the mind is distracted towards the 
material, there is no possibility of concentrating one's mind and intelligence upon the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead or His partial representation. Supersoul. In other 
words, one cannot concentrate one's mind and energy upon the Supreme unless one is 
detached from the material world. Following detachment from the material world, one 
can actually attain transcendental knowledge of the Absolute Truth. As long as one is 
entangled in sense enjoyment, or material enjoyment, it is not possible to understand 
the Absolute Truth. This is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gitd (18.54). One who is freed 
from material contamination is joyful and can enter into devotional service, and by 
devotional service he can be liberated. 

In the Srlmad-Bhdgavatam, First Ganto, it is stated that one becomes joyful by 
discharging devotional service. In that joyful attitude, one can understand the science of 
God, or Krsna consciousness; otherwise it is not possible. The analytical study of the 
elements of material nature and the concentration of the mind upon the Supersoul are 
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the sum and substance of the Sankhya philosophical system. The perfection of this 
sdnkhya-yoga culminates in devotional service unto the Absolute Truth. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Twenty-sixth Chapter, of the 

A 

Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "Fundamental Principles of Material Nature." 


27* Understanding Material Nature 


SB 3.27.1 


TEXTl 



3||2|chl-!Kc),4'r^|(E|j]uM|||(^|<}>c|^ II ? II 

hi-bhagavdn uvdca 
prakrti-stho 'pi puruso 
ndjyate prdkrtair gunaih 
avikdrdd akartrtvdn 
nirgunatvdj jaldrkavat 

SYNONYMS 

srl-bhagavdn uvdca —the Personality of Godhead said; prakrti-sthah —residing in the 
material body; api —although; purusah —the living entity; na —not; ajyate —is affected; 
prdkrtaih —of material nature; gunaih —by the modes; avikdrdt —from being without 
change; akartrtvdt —by freedom from proprietorship; nirgunatvdt —from being 
unaffected by the qualities of material nature; jala —on water; arkavat —like the sun. 

TRANSLATION 

The Personality of Godhead Kapila continued: When the living entity is thus unaffected 
by the modes of material nature, because he is unchanging and does not claim 
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proprietorship, he remains apart from the reactions of the modes, although abiding in a 
material body, just as the sun remains aloof from its reflection on water. 

PURPORT 

In the previous chapter Lord Kapiladeva has concluded that simply by beginning the 
discharge of devotional service one can attain detachment and transcendental 
knowledge for understanding the science of God. Here the same principle is confirmed. 
A person who is detached from the modes of material nature remains just like the sun 
reflected on water. When the sun is reflected on water, the movement of the water or 
the coolness or unsteadiness of the water cannot affect the sun. Similarly, vasudeve 
bhagavati bhakti-yogah prayojitah (SB 1.2.7): when one engages fully in the activities of 
devotional service, bhakti-yoga, he becomes just like the sun reflected on water. 

Although a devotee appears to be in the material world, actually he is in the 
transcendental world. As the reflection of the sun appears to be on the water but is 
many millions of miles away from the water, so one engaged in the bhakti-yoga process is 
nirguna, or unaffected by the qualities of material nature. 

Avikdra means "without change." It is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita that each and every 
living entity is part and parcel of the Supreme Lord, and thus his eternal position is to 
cooperate or to dovetail his energy with the Supreme Lord. That is his unchanging 
position. As soon as he employs his energy and activities for sense gratification, this 
change of position is called vikdra. Similarly, even in this material body, when he 
practices devotional service under the direction of the spiritual master, he comes to the 
position which is without change because that is his natural duty. As stated in the 
Srlmad-Bhdgavatam, liberation means reinstatement in one's original position. The 
original position is one of rendering service to the Lord (bhakti-yogena, bhaktyd). When 
one becomes detached from material attraction and engages fully in devotional service, 
that is changlessness. Akartrtvdt means not doing anything for sense gratification. When 
one does something at his own risk, there is a sense of proprietorship and therefore a 
reaction, but when one does everything for Krsna, there is no proprietorship over the 
activities. By changlessness and by not claiming the proprietorship of activities, one can 
immediately situate himself in the transcendental position in which one is not touched 
by the modes of material nature, just as the reflection of the sun is unaffected by the 
water. 


TEXT 2 


SB 3.27.2 
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+dHri||i|H"i|3 II 5 II 


sa esa yarhi prakrter 
gunesv abhivisajjate 
ahankriya-vimudhatma 
kartdsmlty abhimanyate 

SYNONYMS 

sah —that very living entity; esah —this; yarhi —when; prakrteh —of material nature; 
gunesu —in the modes; abhivisajjate —is absorbed; ahaiikriyd —by false ego; vimudha — 
bewildered; dtmd —the individual soul; kartd —the doer; asmi —I am; iti —thus; 
abhimanyate —he thinks. 


TRANSLATION 

When the soul is under the spell of material nature and false ego, identifying his body as 
the self, he becomes absorbed in material activities, and by the influence of false ego he 
thinks that he is the proprietor of everything. 

PURPORT 

Actually the conditioned soul is forced to act under the pressure of the modes of 
material nature. The living entity has no independence. When he is under the direction 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead he is free, but when, under the impression that 
he is satisfying his senses, he engages in sense gratificatory activities, he is actually under 
the spell of material nature. In Bhagavad-gitd it is said, prakrteh kriyamdndni: IBg. 3.27] 
one acts according to the particular modes of nature he has acquired. Guna refers to the 
qualities of nature. He is under the qualities of nature, but he falsely thinks that he is 
the proprietor. This false sense of proprietorship can be avoided simply by engaging 
oneself in devotional service under the direction of the Supreme Lord or His bona fide 
representative. Arjuna, in Bhagavad-gitd, was trying to accept for himself the 
responsibility for killing his grandfather and teacher in the fight, but he became freed 
from that proprietorship of action when he acted under the direction of Krsna. He 
fought, but he was actually freed from the reactions of fighting, although in the 
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beginning, when he was nonviolent, unwilling to fight, the entire responsibility was 
upon him. That is the difference between liberation and conditioning. A conditioned 
soul may be very good and act in the mode of goodness, but still he is conditioned under 
the spell of material nature. A devotee, however, acts completely under the direction of 
the Supreme Lord. Thus his actions may not appear to be of a very high quality to the 
common man, but the devotee has no responsibility. 

SB 3.27.3 

TEXT 3 

5115^1%: II 3 II 

tend sarhsara-padavlm 
avaso 'bhyety anirvrtah 
prdsangikaih karma-dosaih 
sad-asan-misra-yonisu 

SYNONYMS 

terra —by this; sarhsdra —of repeated birth and death; padavlm —the path; avasah — 
helplessly; abhyeti —he undergoes; anirvrtah —discontented; prdsangikaih —resulting 
from association with material nature; karma-dosaih —by faulty actions; sat —good; 
asat —bad; misra —mixed; yonisu —in different species of life. 

TRANSLATION 

The conditioned soul therefore transmigrates into different species of life, higher and 
lower, because of his association with the modes of material nature. Unless he is relieved 
of material activities, he has to accept this position because of his faulty work. 

PURPORT 

Here the word karma-dosaih means "by faulty actions." This refers to any activity, good 
or bad, performed in this material world—they are all contaminated, faulty actions 
because of material association. The foolish conditioned soul may think that he is 
offering charity by opening hospitals for material benefit or by opening an educational 
institution for material education, but he does not know that all such work is also faulty 
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because it will not give him relief from the process of transmigration from one body to 
another. It is clearly stated here, sad-asan-misra-yonisu. This means that one may take 
birth in a very high family or he may take his birth in higher planets, among the 
demigods, for his so-called pious activities in the material world. But this work is also 
faulty because it does not give liberation. To take birth in a nice place or a high family 
does not mean that one avoids undergoing the material tribulations, the pangs of birth, 
death, old age and disease. A conditioned soul under the spell of material nature cannot 
understand that any action he performs for sense gratification is faulty and that only his 
activities in devotional service to the Lord can give him release from the reaction of 
faulty activities. Because he does not cease such faulty activities, he has to change to 
different bodies, some high and some low. That is called sarhsara-padavim, which means 
this material world, from which there is no release. One who desires material liberation 
has to turn his activities to devotional service. There is no alternative. 


TEXT 4 


SB 3.27.4 


31^ I 

wi# ftwiFi ^ II a II 


arthe hy avidyamane 'pi 
sarhsrtir na nivartate 
dhydyato visaydn asya 
svapne 'narthdgamo yathd 

SYNONYMS 

arthe —real cause; hi —certainly; avidyamdne —not existing; api —although; sarnsrtih — 
the material existential condition; na —not; nivartate —does cease; dhydyatah — 
contemplating; visaydn —objects of the senses; asya —of the living entity; svapne —in a 
dream; anartha —of disadvantages; dgamah —arrival; yathd —like. 

TRANSLATION 

Actually a living entity is transcendental to material existence, but because of his 
mentality of lording it over material nature, his material existential condition does not 
cease, and just as in a dream, he is affected by all sorts of disadvantages. 
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PURPORT 


The example of a dream is very appropriate. Due to different mental conditions, in 
dreams we are put into advantageous and disadvantageous positions. Similarly, the spirit 
soul has nothing to do with this material nature, but because of his mentality of lording 
it over, he is put into the position of conditional existence. 

Conditional existence is described here as dhydyato visaydn asya. Visaya means "an 
object of enjoyment." As long as one continues to think that he can enjoy material 
advantages, he is in conditioned life, but as soon as he comes to his senses, he develops 
the knowledge that he is not the enjoyer, for the only enjoyer is the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. As confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd (5.29), He is the beneficiary for 
all the results of sacrifices and penances (bhoktdrarfi yajna-tapasdm), and He is the 
proprietor of all the three worlds (sarva-loka-mahesvaram). He is the actual friend of all 
living entities. But instead of leaving proprietorship, enjoyment and the actual position 
as the friend of all living entities to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, we claim that 
we are the proprietors, the enjoyers and the friends. We perform philanthropic work, 
thinking that we are the friends of human society. Someone may proclaim himself to be 
a very good national worker, the best friend of the people and of the country, but 
actually he cannot be the greatest friend of everyone. The only friend is Krsna. One 
should try to raise the consciousness of the conditioned soul to the platform of 
understanding that Krsna is his actual friend. If one makes friendship with Krsna, one 
will never be cheated, and he will get all help needed. Arousing this consciousness of the 
conditioned soul is the greatest service, not posing oneself as a great friend of another 
living entity. The power of friendship is limited. Although one claims to be a friend, he 
cannot be a friend unlimitedly. There are an unlimited number of living entities, and 
our resources are limited; therefore we cannot be of any real benefit to the people in 
general. The best service to the people in general is to awaken them to Krsna 
consciousness so that they may know that the supreme enjoyer, the supreme proprietor 
and the supreme friend is Krsna. Then this illusory dream of lording it over material 
nature will vanish. 

SB 3.27.5 

TEXTS 

sn <7^ 51^^ awRrai i 

hMjIh ^ II ^ II 
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ata eva sanais cittarh 
prasaktam asatdrh pathi 
bhakti-yogena tlvrena 
viraktyd ca nayed vasam 

SYNONYMS 

atah eva —therefore; sanaih —gradually; cittam —mind, consciousness; prasaktam — 
attached; asatdm —of material enjoyments; pathi —on the path; bhakti-yogena —by 
devotional service; tlvrena —very serious; viraktyd —without attachment; ca —and; 
nayet —he must bring; vasam —under control. 

TRANSLATION 

It is the duty of every conditioned soul to engage his polluted consciousness, which is 
now attached to material enjoyment, in very serious devotional service with detachment. 
Thus his mind and consciousness will be under full control. 

PURPORT 

The process of liberation is very nicely explained in this verse. The cause of one's 
becoming conditioned by material nature is his thinking himself the enjoyer, the 
proprietor or the friend of all living entities. This false thinking is a result of 
contemplation on sense enjoyment. When one thinks that he is the best friend to his 
countrymen, to society or to humanity and he engages in various nationalistic, 
philanthropic and altruistic activities, all that is just so much concentration on sense 
gratification. The so-called national leader or humanist does not serve everyone; he 
serves his senses only. That is a fact. But the conditioned soul cannot understand this 
because he is bewildered by the spell of material nature. It is therefore recommended in 
this verse that one engage very seriously in the devotional service of the Lord. This 
means that one should not think that he is the proprietor, benefactor, friend or enjoyer. 
He should always be cognizant that the real enjoyer is Krsna, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead; that is the basic principle of bhakti-yoga. One must be firmly convinced of 
these three principles: one should always think that Krsna is the proprietor, Krsna is the 
enjoyer and Krsna is the friend. Not only should he understand these principles himself, 
but he should try to convince others and propagate Krsna consciousness. 

As soon as one engages in such serious devotional service of the Lord, naturally the 
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propensity to falsely claim lordship over material nature disappears. That detachment is 
called vairdgya. Instead of being absorbed in so-called material lordship, one engages in 
Krsna consciousness; that is control of consciousness. The yoga process necessitates 
controlling the senses. Yoga indriya-sarfiyamah. Since the senses are always active, their 
activities should be engaged in devotional service—one cannot stop their activities. If 
one wants to artificially stop the activities of the senses, his attempt will be a failure. 
Even the great yogi Visvamitra, who was trying to control his senses by the yoga process, 
fell victim to the beauty of Menaka. There are many such instances. Unless one's mind 
and consciousness are fully engaged in devotional service, there is always the 
opportunity for the mind to become occupied with desires for sense gratification. 

One particular point mentioned in this verse is very significant. It is said here, 
prasaktam asatdrh pathi: the mind is always attracted by asat, the temporary, material 
existence. Because we have been associated with material nature since time immemorial, 
we have become accustomed to our attachment to this temporary material nature. The 
mind has to be fixed at the eternal lotus feet of the Supreme Lord. Sa vai manah krsna- 
padaravindayoh ISB 9.4.18]. One has to fix the mind at the lotus feet of Krsna; then 
everything will be very nice. Thus the seriousness of bhakti-yoga is stressed in this verse. 

SB 3.27.6 

TEXT 6 

^ ii 5 ii 

yamadibhir yoga-pathair 
abhyasan sraddhayanvitah 
mayi bhdvena satyena 
mat-kathd-sravanena ca 

SYNONYMS 

yama-ddibhih —beginning with yama; yoga-pathaih —by the yoga system; abhyasan — 
practicing; sraddhayd anvitah —with great faith; mayi —unto Me; bhdvena —with 
devotion; satyena —unalloyed; mat-kathd —stories about Me; sravanena —by hearing; 
ca —and. 


TRANSLATION 
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One has to become faithful by practicing the controlling process of the yoga system and 
must elevate himself to the platform of unalloyed devotional service by chanting and 
hearing about Me. 


PURPORT 

Yoga is practiced in eight different stages: yama, niyama, dsana, prdndydma, pratydhdra, 
dhdrand, dhydna and samddhi. Yama and niyama mean practicing the controlling process 
by following strict regulations, and dsana refers to the sitting postures. These help raise 
one to the standard of faithfulness in devotional service. The practice of yoga by 
physical exercise is not the ultimate goal; the real end is to concentrate and to control 
the mind and train oneself to be situated in faithful devotional service. 

Bhdvena, or bhdva, is a very important factor in the practice of yoga or in any spiritual 
process. Bhdva is explained in Bhagavad-gitd (10.8). Budhd bhdva-samanvitdh: one should 
be absorbed in the thought of love of Krsna. When one knows that Krsna, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, is the source of everything and that everything emanates from 
Him (aham sarvasya prabhavah IBg. 10.8]), then one understands the Veddnta aphorism 
janmddy asya yatah ISB l.Ll] ("the original source of everything"), and then he can 
become absorbed in bhdva, or the preliminary stage of love of Godhead. 

Rupa Gosvami explains very nicely in Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu how this bhdva, or 
preliminary stage of love of God, is achieved. He states that one first of all has to become 
faithful (sraddhaydnvitah). Faith is attained by controlling the senses, either by yoga 
practice, following the rules and regulations and practicing the sitting postures, or by 
engaging directly in bhakti-yoga, as recommended in the previous verse. Of the nine 
different items of bhakti-yoga, the first and foremost is to chant and hear about the 
Lord. That is also mentioned here. Mat-kathd-sravanena ca. One may come to the 
standard of faithfulness by following the rules and regulations of the yoga system, and 
the same goal can be achieved simply by chanting and hearing about the transcendental 
activities of the Lord. The word ca is significant. Bhakti-yoga is direct, and the other 
process is indirect. But even if the indirect process is taken, there is no success unless 
one comes fully to the direct process of hearing and chanting the glories of the Lord. 
Therefore the word satyena is used here. In this connection Svami Sridhara comments 
that satyena means niskapatena, "without duplicity." The impersonalists are full of 
duplicity. Sometimes they pretend to execute devotional service, but their ultimate idea 
is to become one with the Supreme. This is duplicity, kapata. The Bhdgavatam does not 
allow this duplicity. In the beginning of Srimad-Bhdgavatam it is clearly stated, paramo 
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nirmatsardndm: [SB 1.1.2] "This treatise Srlmad-Bhdgavatam is meant for those who are 
completely free from envy." The same point is again stressed here. Unless one is 
completely faithful to the Supreme Personality of Godhead and engages himself in the 
process of hearing and chanting the glories of the Lord, there is no possibility for 
liberation. 


SB 3.27.7 

TEXT? 

II ^ II 

sarva-bhuta-samatvena 
nirvairendprasangatah 
brahmacaryena maunena 
sva-dharmena baliyasd 

SYNONYMS 

sarva —all; bhuta —living entities; samatvena —by seeing equally; nirvairena —without 
enmity; aprasangatah —without intimate connections; brahma-caryena —by celibacy; 
maunena —by silence; sva-dharmena —by one's occupation; baliyasd —by offering the 
result. 


TRANSLATION 

In executing devotional service, one has to see every living entity equally, without enmity 
towards anyone yet without intimate connections with anyone. One has to observe 
celibacy, be grave and execute his eternal activities, offering the results to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. 


PURPORT 

A devotee of the Supreme Personality of Godhead who seriously engages in devotional 
service is equal to all living entities. There are various species of living entities, but a 
devotee does not see the outward covering; he sees the inner soul inhabiting the body. 
Because each and every soul is part and parcel of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
he does not see any difference. That is the vision of a learned devotee. As explained in 
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Bhagavad-gltd, a devotee or a learned sage does not see any difference between a learned 
brdhmana, a dog, an elephant or a cow because he knows that the body is the outer 
covering only and that the soul is actually part and parcel of the Supreme Lord. A 
devotee has no enmity towards any living entity, but that does not mean that he mixes 
with everyone. That is prohibited. Aprasangatah means "not to be in intimate touch 
with everyone." A devotee is concerned with his execution of devotional service, and he 
should therefore mix with devotees only, in order to advance his objective. He has no 
business mixing with others, for although he does not see anyone as his enemy, his 
dealings are only with persons who engage in devotional service. 

A devotee should observe the vow of celibacy. Celibacy does not necessitate that one be 
absolutely free from sex life; satisfaction with one's wife is permitted also under the vow 
of celibacy. The best policy is to avoid sex life altogether. That is preferable. Otherwise, 
a devotee can get married under religious principles and live peacefully with a wife. 

A devotee should not speak needlessly. A serious devotee has no time to speak of 
nonsense. He is always busy in Krsna consciousness. Whenever he speaks, he speaks 
about Krsna. Mauna means "silence." Silence does not mean that one should not speak 
at all, but that he should not speak of nonsense. He should be very enthusiastic in 
speaking about Krsna. Another important item described here is sva-dharmena, or being 
exclusively occupied in one's eternal occupation, which is to act as the eternal servitor 
of the Lord, or to act in Krsna consciousness. The next word, ballyasd, means "offering 
the results of all activities to the Supreme Personality of Godhead." A devotee does not 
act on his personal account for sense gratification. Whatever he earns, whatever he eats 
and whatever he does, he offers for the satisfaction of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. 


TEXTS 

II *= II 

yadrcchayopalabdhena 
santusto mita-bhun munih 
vivikta-saranah sdnto 
maitrah karuna dtmavdn 


SB 3.27.8 
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SYNONYMS 


yadrcchaya —without difficulty; upalabdhena —with what is obtained; santustah — 
satisfied; mita —little; bhuk —eating; munih —thoughtful; vivikta-saranah —living in a 
secluded place; sdntah —peaceful; maitrah —friendly; karunah —compassionate; dtma- 
vdn —self-possessed, self-realized. 


TRANSLATION 

For his income a devotee should be satisfied with what he earns without great difficulty. 
He should not eat more than what is necessary. He should live in a secluded place and 
always be thoughtful, peaceful, friendly, compassionate and self-realized. 

PURPORT 

Everyone who has accepted a material body must maintain the necessities of the body by 
acting or earning some livelihood. A devotee should only work for such income as is 
absolutely necessary. He should be satisfied always with such income and should not 
endeavor to earn more and more simply to accumulate the unnecessary. A person in the 
conditioned state who has no money is always found working very hard to earn some 
with the object of lording it over material nature. Kapiladeva instructs that we should 
not endeavor hard for things which may come automatically, without extraneous labor. 
The exact word used in this connection, yadrcchayd, means that every living entity has a 
predestined happiness and distress in his present body; this is called the law of karma. It 
is not possible that simply by endeavors to accumulate more money a person will be able 
to do so, otherwise almost everyone would be on the same level of wealth. In reality 
everyone is earning and acquiring according to his predestined karma. According to the 
Bhdgavatam conclusion, we are sometimes faced with dangerous or miserable conditions 
without endeavoring for them, and similarly we may have prosperous conditions without 
endeavoring for them. We are advised to let these things come as predestined. We 
should engage our valuable time in prosecuting Krsna consciousness. In other words, one 
should be satisfied by his natural condition. If by predestination one is put into a certain 
condition of life which is not very prosperous in comparison to another's position, one 
should not be disturbed. He should simply try to utilize his valuable time to advance in 
Krsna consciousness. Advancement in Krsna consciousness does not depend on any 
materially prosperous or distressed condition; it is free from the conditions imposed by 
material life. A very poor man can execute Krsna consciousness as effectively as a very 
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rich man. One should therefore be very satisfied with his position as offered by the Lord. 
Another word here is mita-bhuk. This means that one should eat only as much as 
necessary to maintain the body and soul together. One should not be gluttonous to 
satisfy the tongue. Grains, fruits, milk and similar foods are allotted for human 
consumption. One should not be excessively eager to satisfy the tongue and eat that 
which is not meant for humanity. Particularly, a devotee should eat only prasada, or 
food which is offered to the Personality of Godhead. His position is to accept the 
remnants of those foodstuffs. Innocent foods like grains, vegetables, fruits, flowers and 
milk preparations are offered to the Lord, and therefore there is no scope for offering 
foods which are in the modes of passion and ignorance. A devotee should not be greedy. 
It is also recommended that the devotee should be muni, or thoughtful; he should always 
think of Krsna and how to render better service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
That should be his only anxiety. As a materialist is always thoughtful about improving 
his material condition, a devotee's thoughts should always be engaged in improving his 
condition in Krsna consciousness; therefore he should be a muni. 

The next item recommended is that a devotee should live in a secluded place. Generally 
a common man is interested in pounds, shillings and pence, or materialistic 
advancement in life, which is unnecessary for a devotee. A devotee should select a place 
of residence where everyone is interested in devotional service. Generally, therefore, a 
devotee goes to a sacred place of pilgrimage where devotees live. It is recommended that 
he live in a place where there is no large number of ordinary men. It is very important to 
live in a secluded place (vivikta-sarana). The next item is sdnta, or peacefulness. The 
devotee should not be agitated. He should be satisfied with his natural income, eat only 
as much as he needs to keep his health, live in a secluded place and always remain 
peaceful. Peace of mind is necessary for prosecuting Krsna consciousness. 

The next item is maitra, friendliness. A devotee should be friendly to everyone, but his 
intimate friendship should be with devotees only. With others he should be official. He 
may say, "Yes, sir, what you say is all right," but he is not intimate with them. A devotee 
should, however, have compassion for persons who are innocent, who are neither 
atheistic nor very much advanced in spiritual realization. A devotee should be 
compassionate towards them and instruct them as far as possible in making 
advancement in Krsna consciousness. A devotee should always remain dtmavdn, or 
situated in his spiritual position. He should not forget that his main concern is to make 
advancement in spiritual consciousness, or Krsna consciousness, and he should not 
ignorantly identify himself with the body or the mind. Atmd means the body or the 
mind, but here the word dtmavdn especially means that one should be self-possessed. He 
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should always remain in the pure consciousness that he is spirit soul and not the 
material body or the mind. That will make him progress confidently in Krsna 
consciousness. 


SB 3.27.9 

TEXT 9 

^ II II 

sanubandhe ca dehe 'sminn 
akurvann asad-dgraham 
jndnena drsta-tattvena 
prakrteh purusasya ca 

SYNONYMS 

sa-anubandhe —with bodily relationships; ca—and; dehe —towards the body; asmin — 
this; akurvan —not doing; asat-dgraham —bodily concept of life; jndnena —through 
knowledge; drsta —having seen; tattvena —the reality; prakrteh —of matter; purusasya — 
of spirit; ca—and. 


TRANSLATION 

One's seeing power should be increased through knowledge of spirit and matter, and one 
should not unnecessarily identify himself with the body and thus become attracted by 
bodily relationships. 


PURPORT 

The conditioned souls are eager to identify with the body and consider that the body is 
"myself" and that anything in relationship with the body or possessions of the body is 
"mine." In Sanskrit this is called aham-mamatd, and it is the root cause of all conditional 
life. A person should see things as the combination of matter and spirit. He should 
distinguish between the nature of matter and the nature of spirit, and his real 
identification should be with spirit, not with matter. By this knowledge, one should 
avoid the false, bodily concept of life. 

SB 3.27.10 
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TEXT 10 


II ?o II 

nivrtta-buddhy-avasthano 
durl-bhutanya-darsanah 
upalabhydtmandtmdnam 
caksusevdrkam dtma-drk 

SYNONYMS 

nivrtta —transcended; buddhi-avasthdnah —the stages of material consciousness; durl- 
bhuta —far off; anya —other; darsanah —conceptions of life; upalabhya —having realized; 
dtmand —by his purified intellect; dtmdnam —his own self; caksusd —with his eyes; iva — 
as; arkam —the sun; dtma-drk —the self-realized. 

TRANSLATION 

One should be situated in the transcendental position, beyond the stages of material 
consciousness, and should be aloof from all other conceptions of life. Thus realizing 
freedom from false ego, one should see his own self just as he sees the sun in the sky. 

PURPORT 

Consciousness acts in three stages under the material conception of life. When we are 
awake, consciousness acts in a particular way, when we are asleep it acts in a different 
way, and when we are in deep sleep, consciousness acts in still another way. To become 
Krsna conscious, one has to become transcendental to these three stages of 
consciousness. Our present consciousness should be freed from all perceptions of life 
other than consciousness of Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is called 
durl-bhutdnya-darsanah, which means that when one attains perfect Krsna 
consciousness he does not see anything but Krsna. In the Caitanya-caritdmrta it is said 
that the perfect devotee may see many movable and immovable objects, but in 
everything he sees that the energy of Krsna is acting. As soon as he remembers the 
energy of Krsna, he immediately remembers Krsna in His personal form. Therefore in all 
his observations he sees Krsna only. In the Brahma-samhitd (5.38) it is stated that when 
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one's eyes are smeared with love of Krsna (premdnjana-cchurita), he always sees Krsna, 
outside and inside. This is confirmed here; one should be freed from all other vision, and 
in that way he is freed from the false egoistic identification and sees himself as the 
eternal servitor of the Lord. Caksusevdrkam: as we can see the sun without a doubt, one 
who is fully developed in Krsna consciousness sees Krsna and His energy. By this vision 
one becomes dtma-drk, or self-realized. When the false ego of identifying the body with 
the self is removed, actual vision of life is perceivable. The senses, therefore, also become 
purified. Real service of the Lord begins when the senses are purified. One does not 
have to stop the activities of the senses, but the false ego of identifying with the body 
has to be removed. Then the senses automatically become purified, and with purified 
senses one can actually discharge devotional service. 

SB 3.27.11 

TEXT 11 

II ?? II 

mukta-lingarh sad-dbhdsam 
asati pratipadyate 
saw bandhum asac-caksuh 
sarvdnusyutam advayam 

SYNONYMS 

mukta-lingam —transcendental; sat-dbhdsam —manifest as a reflection; asati —in the 
false ego; pratipadyate —he realizes; satah bandhum —the support of the material cause; 
asat-caksuh —the eye (revealer) of the illusory energy; sarva-anusyutam —entered into 
everything; advayam —without a second. 

TRANSLATION 

A liberated soul realizes the Absolute Personality of Godhead, who is transcendental and 
who is manifest as a reflection even in the false ego. He is the support of the material 
cause and He enters into everything. He is absolute, one without a second, and He is the 
eyes of the illusory energy. 
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PURPORT 


A pure devotee can see the presence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead in 
everything materially manifested. He is present there only as a reflection, but a pure 
devotee can realize that in the darkness of material illusion the only light is the Supreme 
Lord, who is its support. It is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita that the background of the 
material manifestation is Lord Krsna. And, as confirmed in the Brahma-samhitd, Krsna 
is the cause of all causes. In the Brahma-sarhhitd it is stated that the Supreme Lord, by 
His partial or plenary expansion, is present not only within this universe and each and 
every universe, but in every atom, although He is one without a second. The word 
advayam, "without a second," which is used in this verse, indicates that although the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead is represented in everything, including the atoms. He 
is not divided. His presence in everything is explained in the next verse. 

SB 3.27.12 

TEXT 12 







^ II 


I 

II 


yathd jala-stha dbhdsah 
sthala-sthendvadrsyate 
svdbhdsena tathd suryo 
jala-sthena divi sthitah 


SYNONYMS 

yathd —as; jala-sthah —situated on water; dbhdsah —a reflection; sthala-sthena —situated 
on the wall; avadrsyate —is perceived; sva-dbhdsena —by its reflection; tathd —in that 
way; suryah —the sun; jala-sthena —situated on the water; divi —in the sky; sthitah — 
situated. 


TRANSLATION 

The presence of the Supreme Lord can be realized just as the sun is realized first as a 
reflection on water, and again as a second reflection on the wall of a room, although the 
sun itself is situated in the sky. 
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PURPORT 


The example given herewith is perfect. The sun is situated in the sky, far, far away from 
the surface of the earth, but its reflection can be seen in a pot of water in the corner of a 
room. The room is dark, and the sun is far away in the sky, but the sun's reflection on 
the water illuminates the darkness of the room. A pure devotee can realize the presence 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead in everything by the reflection of His energy. In 
the Visnu Purdna it is stated that as the presence of fire is understood by heat and light, 
so the Supreme Personality of Godhead, although one without a second, is perceived 
everywhere by the diffusion of His different energies. It is confirmed in the Isopanisad 
that the presence of the Lord is perceived everywhere by the liberated soul, just as the 
sunshine and the reflection can be perceived everywhere although the sun is situated far 
away from the surface of the globe. 

SB 3.27.13 

TEXT 13 

ycilHlilH II II 

evarh trivrd-ahankdro 
bhutendriya-manomayaih 
svdbhdsair laksito 'nena 
sad-abhasena satya-drk 

SYNONYMS 

evam —thus; tri-vrt —the threefold; ahankdrah —false ego; bhuta-indriya-manah- 
mayaih —consisting of body, senses and mind; sva-dbhdsaih —by its own reflections; 
laksitah —is revealed; anena —by this; sat-dbhdsena —by a reflection of Brahman; satya- 
drk —the self-realized soul. 


TRANSLATION 

The self-realized soul is thus reflected first in the threefold ego and then in the body, 
senses and mind. 


PURPORT 
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The conditioned soul thinks, "I am this body," but a liberated soul thinks, "I am not this 
body. I am spirit soul." This "1 am" is called ego, or identification of the self. "1 am this 
body" or "Everything in relationship to the body is mine" is called false ego, but when 
one is self-realized and thinks that he is an eternal servitor of the Supreme Lord, that 
identification is real ego. One conception is in the darkness of the threefold qualities of 
material nature—goodness, passion and ignorance—and the other is in the pure state of 
goodness, called suddha-sattva or vasudeva. When we say that we give up our ego, this 
means that we give up our false ego, but real ego is always present. When one is reflected 
through the material contamination of the body and mind in false identification, he is 
in the conditional state, but when he is reflected in the pure stage he is called liberated. 
The identification of oneself with one's material possessions in the conditional stage 
must be purified, and one must identify himself in relationship with the Supreme Lord. 
In the conditioned state one accepts everything as an object of sense gratification, and 
in the liberated state one accepts everything for the service of the Supreme Lord. Krsna 
consciousness, devotional service, is the actual liberated stage of a living entity. 
Otherwise, both accepting and rejecting on the material platform or in voidness or 
impersonalism are imperfect conditions for the pure soul. 

By the understanding of the pure soul, called satya-drk, one can see everything as a 
reflection of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. A concrete example can be given in 
this connection. A conditioned soul sees a very beautiful rose, and he thinks that the 
nice aromatic flower should be used for his own sense gratification. This is one kind of 
vision. A liberated soul, however, sees the same flower as a reflection of the Supreme 
Lord. He thinks, "This beautiful flower is made possible by the superior energy of the 
Supreme Lord; therefore it belongs to the Supreme Lord and should be utilized in His 
service." These are two kinds of vision. The conditioned soul sees the flower for his own 
enjoyment, and the devotee sees the flower as an object to be used in the service of the 
Lord. In the same way, one can see the reflection of the Supreme Lord in one's own 
senses, mind and body—in everything. With that correct vision, one can engage 
everything in the service of the Lord. It is stated in the Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu that one 
who has engaged everything—his vital energy, his wealth, his intelligence and his 
words—in the service of the Lord, or who desires to engage all these in the service of the 
Lord, no matter how he is situated, is to be considered a liberated soul, or satya-drk. 

Such a man has understood things as they are. 

SB 3.27.14 

TEXT 14 
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II ?B II 


bhuta-suksmendriya-mano- 
buddhy-adisv iha nidraya 
linesv asati yas tatra 
vinidro nirahankriyah 

SYNONYMS 

bhuta —the material elements; suksma —the objects of enjoyment; indriya —the material 
senses; manah —mind; buddhi —intelligence; adisu —and so on; iha —here; nidraya —by 
sleep; llnesu —merged; asati —in the unmanifest; yah —who; tatra —there; vinidrah — 
awake; nirahankriyah —freed from false ego. 

TRANSLATION 

Although a devotee appears to be merged in the five material elements, the objects of 
material enjoyment, the material senses and material mind and intelligence, he is 
understood to be awake and to be freed from the false ego. 

PURPORT 

The explanation by Rupa Gosvami in the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu of how a person can 
be liberated even in this body is more elaborately explained in this verse. The living 
entity who has become satya-drk, who realizes his position in relationship with the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, may remain apparently merged in the five elements of 
matter, the five material sense objects, the ten senses and the mind and intelligence, but 
still he is considered to be awake and to be freed from the reaction of false ego. Here the 
word llna is very significant. The Mayavadi philosophers recommend merging in the 
impersonal effulgence of Brahman; that is their ultimate goal, or destination. That 
merging is also mentioned here. But in spite of merging, one can keep his individuality. 
The example given by Jiva Gosvami is that a green bird that enters a green tree appears 
to merge in the color of greenness, but actually the bird does not lose its individuality. 
Similarly, a living entity merged either in the material nature or in the spiritual nature 
does not give up his individuality. Real individuality is to understand oneself to be the 
eternal servitor of the Supreme Lord. This information is received from the mouth of 
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Lord Caitanya. He said clearly, upon the inquiry of Sanatana Gosvami, that a living 
entity is the servitor of Krsna eternally. Krsna also confirms in Bhagavad-gltd that the 
living entity is eternally His part and parcel. The part and parcel is meant to serve the 
whole. This is individuality. It is so even in this material existence, when the living 
entity apparently merges in matter. His gross body is made up of five elements, his subtle 
body is made of mind, intelligence, false ego and contaminated consciousness, and he 
has five active senses and five knowledge-acquiring senses. In this way he merges in 
matter. But even while merged in the twenty-four elements of matter, he can keep his 
individuality as the eternal servitor of the Lord. Either in the spiritual nature or in the 
material nature, such a servitor is to be considered a liberated soul. That is the 
explanation of the authorities, and it is confirmed in this verse. 

SB 3.27.15 

TEXT 15 

551 :i5f§R II n II 

manyamdnas taddtmdnam 
anasto nastavan mrsd 
naste 'hankarane drastd 
nasta-vitta ivdturah 

SYNONYMS 

manyamdnah —thinking; tadd —then; dtmdnam —himself; anastah —although not lost; 
nasta-vat —as lost; mrsd —falsely; naste ahankarane —because of the disappearance of 
the ego; drastd —the seer; nasta-vittah —one who has lost his fortune; iva —like; 
dturah —distressed. 


TRANSLATION 

The living entity can vividly feel his existence as the seer, but because of the 
disappearance of the ego during the state of deep sleep, he falsely takes himself to be lost, 
like a man who has lost his fortune and feels distressed, thinking himself to be lost. 

PURPORT 
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Only in ignorance does a living entity think that he is lost. If by attainment of 
knowledge he comes to the real position of his eternal existence, he knows that he is not 
lost. An appropriate example is mentioned herein: nasta-vitta ivdturah. A person who 
has lost a great sum of money may think that he is lost, but actually he is not lost-only 
his money is lost. But due to his absorption in the money or identification with the 
money, he thinks that he is lost. Similarly, when we falsely identify with matter as our 
field of activities, we think that we are lost, although actually we are not. As soon as a 
person is awakened to the pure knowledge of understanding that he is an eternal 
servitor of the Lord, his own real position is revived. A living entity can never be lost. 
When one forgets his identity in deep sleep, he becomes absorbed in dreams, and he may 
think himself a different person or may think himself lost. But actually his identity is 
intact. This concept of being lost is due to false ego, and it continues as long as one is 
not awakened to the sense of his existence as an eternal servitor of the Lord. The 
Mayavadi philosophers' concept of becoming one with the Supreme Lord is another 
symptom of being lost in false ego. One may falsely claim that he is the Supreme Lord, 
but actually he is not. This is the last snare of may as influence upon the living entity. 

To think oneself equal with the Supreme Lord or to think oneself to be the Supreme 
Lord Himself is also due to false ego. 

SB 3.27.16 

TEXT 16 

HI5fRFI II II 

evarh pratyavamrsydsdv 
dtmdnarh pratipadyate 
sdhankdrasya dravyasya 
yo 'vasthdnam anugrahah 

SYNONYMS 

evam —thus; pratyavamrsya —after understanding; asau —that person; dtmdnam —his 
self; pratipadyate —realizes; sa-ahankdrasya —accepted under false ego; dravyasya —of 
the situation; yah —who; avasthdnam —resting place; anugrahah —the manifester. 

TRANSLATION 
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When, by mature understanding, one can realize his individuality, then the situation he 
accepts under false ego becomes manifest to him. 

PURPORT 

The Mayavadi philosophers' position is that at the ultimate issue the individual is lost, 
everything becomes one, and there is no distinction between the knower, the knowable 
and knowledge. But by minute analysis we can see that this is not correct. Individuality 
is never lost, even when one thinks that the three different principles, namely the 
knower, the knowable and knowledge, are amalgamated or merged into one. The very 
concept that the three merge into one is another form of knowledge, and since the 
perceiver of the knowledge still exists, how can one say that the knower, knowledge and 
knowable have become one? The individual soul who is perceiving this knowledge still 
remains an individual. Both in material existence and in spiritual existence the 
individuality continues; the only difference is in the quality of the identity. In the 
material identity, the false ego acts, and because of false identification, one takes things 
to be different from what they actually are. That is the basic principle of conditional 
life. Similarly, when the false ego is purified, one takes everything in the right 
perspective. That is the state of liberation. 

It is stated in the Isopanisad that everything belongs to the Lord. Isdvdsyam idarfi sarvam 
[Iso mantra 1]. Everything exists on the energy of the Supreme Lord. This is also 
confirmed in Bhagavad-gUd. Because everything is produced of His energy and exists on 
His energy, the energy is not different from Him—but still the Lord declares, "I am not 
there." When one clearly understands one's constitutional position, everything becomes 
manifest. False egoistic acceptance of things conditions one, whereas acceptance of 
things as they are makes one liberated. The example given in the previous verse is 
applicable here: due to absorption of one's identity in his money, when the money is lost 
he thinks that he is also lost. But actually he is not identical with the money, nor does 
the money belong to him. When the actual situation is revealed, we understand that the 
money does not belong to any individual person or living entity, nor is it produced by 
man. Ultimately the money is the property of the Supreme Lord, and there is no 
question of its being lost. But as long as one falsely thinks, "I am the enjoyer," or "I am 
the Lord," this concept of life continues, and one remains conditioned. As soon as this 
false ego is eliminated, one is liberated. As confirmed in the Bhdgavatam, situation in 
one's real constitutional position is called mukti, or liberation. 

SB 3.27.17 


511 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 




TEXT 17 


31-41-^imS^I^ JRt II II 

devahutir uvdca 
purusarh prakrtir brahman 
na vimuncati karhicit 
anyonydpdsrayatvdc ca 
nityatvdd anayoh prabho 

SYNONYMS 

devahutih uvdca —Devahuti said; purusam —the spirit soul; prakrtih —material nature; 
brahman —O brdhmana; na —not; vimuncati —does release; karhicit —at any time; 
anyonya —to one another; apdsrayatvdt —from attraction; ca—and; nityatvdt —from 
eternality; anayoh —of them both; prabho —O my Lord. 

TRANSLATION 

Sri Devahuti inquired: My dear brahmana, does material nature ever give release to the 
spirit soul? Since one is attracted to the other eternally, how is their separation possible? 

PURPORT 

Devahuti, the mother of Kapiladeva, here makes her first inquiry. Although one may 
understand that spirit soul and matter are different, their actual separation is not 
possible, either by philosophical speculation or by proper understanding. The spirit soul 
is the marginal potency of the Supreme Lord, and matter is the external potency of the 
Lord. The two eternal potencies have somehow or other been combined, and since it is 
so difficult to separate one from the other, how is it possible for the individual soul to 
become liberated? By practical experience one can see that when the soul is separated 
from the body, the body has no real existence, and when the body is separated from the 
soul one cannot perceive the existence of the soul. As long as the soul and the body are 
combined, we can understand that there is life. But when they are separated, there is no 
manifested existence of the body or the soul. This question asked by Devahuti of 
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Kapiladeva is more or less impelled by the philosophy of voidism. The voidists say that 
consciousness is a product of a combination of matter and that as soon as the 
consciousness is gone, the material combination dissolves, and therefore there is 
ultimately nothing but voidness. This absence of consciousness is called nirvana in 
Mayavada philosophy. 

SB 3.27.18 

TEXT 18 

m TtIFT ^ ^ ^ ^ II ?*= II 

yathd gandhasya bhumes ca 
na bhdvo vyatirekatah 
apdrh rasasya ca yathd 
tathd buddheh parasya ca 

SYNONYMS 

yathd —as; gandhasya —of aroma; bhumeh —of earth; ca —and; na —no; bhdvah — 
existence; vyatirekatah —separate; apdm —of water; rasasya —of taste; ca —and; yathd — 
as; tathd —so; buddheh —of intelligence; parasya —of consciousness, spirit; ca —and. 

TRANSLATION 

As there is no separate existence of the earth and its aroma or of water and its taste, there 
cannot be any separate existence of intelligence and consciousness. 

PURPORT 

The example is given here that anything material has an aroma. The flower, the earth— 
everything—has an aroma. If the aroma is separated from the matter, the matter cannot 
be identified. If there is no taste to water, the water has no meaning; if there is no heat 
in the fire, the fire has no meaning. Similarly, when there is want of intelligence, spirit 
has no meaning. 

SB 3.27.19 

TEXT 19 
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31^; I 

^>^<1: 7^ II 


akartuh karma-bandho 'yam 
purusasya yad-asrayah 
gunesu satsu prakrteh 
kaivalyarh tesv atah katham 

SYNONYMS 

akartuh —of the passive performer, the nondoer; karma-bandhah —bondage to fruitive 
activities; ayam —this; purusasya —of the soul; yat-dsrayah —caused by attachment to 
the modes; gunesu —while the modes; satsu —are existing; prakrteh —of material nature; 
kaivalyam —freedom; tesu —those; atah —hence; katham —how. 

TRANSLATION 

Hence even though he is the passive performer of all activities, how can there be freedom 
for the soul as long as material nature acts on him and binds him? 

PURPORT 

Although the living entity desires freedom from the contamination of matter, he is not 
given release. Actually, as soon as a living entity puts himself under the control of the 
modes of material nature, his acts are influenced by the qualities of material nature, and 
he becomes passive. It is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita, prakrteh kriyamdndni gunaih: IBg. 
3.27] the living entity acts according to the qualities or modes of material nature. He 
falsely thinks that he is acting, but unfortunately he is passive. In other words, he has no 
opportunity to get out of the control of material nature because it has already 
conditioned him. In Bhagavad-gltd it is also stated that it is very difficult to get out of 
the clutches of material nature. One may try in different ways to think that everything 
is void in the ultimate issue, that there is no God and that even if the background of 
everything is spirit, it is impersonal. This speculation may go on, but actually it is very 
difficult to get out of the clutches of material nature. Devahuti poses the question that 
although one may speculate in many ways, where is liberation as long as one is under the 
spell of material nature? The answer is also found in Bhagavad-gltd (7.14): only one who 
has surrendered himself unto the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord Krsna (mam eva ye 
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prapadyante) can be freed from the clutches of mdyd. 

Since Devahuti is gradually coming to the point of surrender, her questions are very 
intelligent. How can one be liberated? How can one be in a pure state of spiritual 
existence as long as he is strongly held by the modes of material nature? This is also an 
indication to the false meditator. There are many so-called meditators who think, "I am 
the Supreme Spirit Soul. I am conducting the activities of material nature. Under my 
direction the sun is moving and the moon is rising." They think that by such 
contemplation or meditation they can become free, but it is seen that just three minutes 
after finishing such nonsensical meditation, they are immediately captured by the modes 
of material nature. Immediately after his high-sounding meditation, a "meditator" 
becomes thirsty and wants to smoke or drink. He is under the strong grip of material 
nature, yet he thinks that he is already free from the clutches of mdyd. This question of 
Devahuti's is for such a person who falsely claims that he is everything, that ultimately 
everything is void, and that there are no sinful or pious activities. These are all atheistic 
inventions. Actually, unless a living entity surrenders unto the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead as instructed in Bhagavad-gitd, there is no liberation or freedom from the 
clutches of mdyd. 

SB 3.27.20 

TEXT 20 

II II 

kvacit tattvdvamarsena 
nivrttam bhayam ulbanam 
anivrtta-nimittatvdt 
punah pratyavatisthate 

SYNONYMS 

kvacit —in a certain case; tattva —the fundamental principles; avamarsena —by 
reflecting upon; nivrttam —avoided; bhayam —fear; ulbanam —great; anivrtta —not 
ceased; nimittatvdt —since the cause; punah —again; pratyavatisthate —it appears. 

TRANSLATION 
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Even if the great fear of bondage is avoided by mental speculation and inquiry into the 
fundamental principles, it may still appear again, since its cause has not ceased. 

PURPORT 

Material bondage is caused by putting oneself under the control of matter because of the 
false ego of lording it over material nature. Bhagavad-gltd (7.27) states, icchd-dvesa- 
samutthena. Two kinds of propensities arise in the living entity. One propensity is icchd, 
which means desire to lord it over material nature or to be as great as the Supreme Lord. 
Everyone desires to be the greatest personality in this material world. Dvesa means 
"envy." When one becomes envious of Krsna, or the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
one thinks, "Why should Krsna be the all and all? I'm as good as Krsna." These two items, 
desire to be the Lord and envy of the Lord, are the beginning cause of material bondage. 
As long as a philosopher, Salvationist or voidist has some desire to be supreme, to be 
everything, or to deny the existence of God, the cause remains, and there is no question 
of his liberation. 

Devahuti very intelligently says, "One may theoretically analyze and say that by 
knowledge he has become freed, but actually, as long as the cause exists, he is not free." 
Bhagavad-gltd confirms that after performing such speculative activities for many, many 
births, when one actually comes to his real consciousness and surrenders unto the 
Supreme Lord, Krsna, then the fulfillment of his research in knowledge is actually 
achieved. There is a gulf of difference between theoretical freedom and actual freedom 
from material bondage. The Bhdgavatam (10.14.4) says that if one gives up the auspicious 
path of devotional service and simply tries to know things by speculation, one wastes his 
valuable time (klisyanti ye kevala-bodha-labdhaye). The result of such a labor of love is 
simply labor; there is no other result. The labor of speculation is ended only by 
exhaustion. The example is given that there is no benefit in husking the skin of an 
empty paddy; the rice is already gone. Similarly, simply by the speculative process one 
cannot be freed from material bondage, for the cause still exists. One has to nullify the 
cause, and then the effect will be nullified. This is explained by the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead in the following verses. 

SB 3.27.21 


TEXT 21 
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*#r *R5in ^ 1%^ ii 11 


srl-bhagavdn uvdca 
animitta-nimittena 
sva-dharmendmaldtmand 
tlvrayd mayi bhaktyd ca 
sruta-sambhrtayd dram 

SYNONYMS 

srl-bhagavdn uvdca —the Supreme Personality of Godhead said; animitta-nimittena — 
without desiring the fruits of activities; sva-dharmena —by executing one's prescribed 
duties; amala-dtmand —with a pure mind; tlvrayd —serious; mayi —unto Me; bhaktyd — 
by devotional service; ca—and; sruta —hearing; sambhrtayd —endowed with; dram —for 
a long time. 


TRANSLATION 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: One can get liberation by seriously 
discharging devotional service unto Me and thereby hearing for a long time about Me or 
from Me. By thus executing one's prescribed duties, there will be no reaction, and one 
will be freed from the contamination of matter. 

PURPORT 

A 

Sridhara Svami comments in this connection that by association with material nature 
alone one does not become conditioned. Conditional life begins only after one is 
infected by the modes of material nature. If someone is in contact with the police 
department, that does not mean that he is a criminal. As long as one does not commit 
criminal acts, even though there is a police department, he is not punished. Similarly, 
the liberated soul is not affected, although he is in the material nature. Even the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead is supposed to be in association with material nature 
when He descends, but He is not affected. One has to act in such a way that in spite of 
being in the material nature he is not affected by contamination. Although the lotus 
flower is in association with water, it does not mix with the water. That is how one has 
to live, as described here by the Personality of Godhead Kapiladeva {animitta-nimittena 
sva-dharmendmaldtmand). 
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One can be liberated from all adverse circumstances simply by seriously engaging in 
devotional service. How this devotional service develops and becomes mature is 
explained here. In the beginning one has to perform his prescribed duties with a clean 
mind. Clean consciousness means Krsna consciousness. One has to perform his 
prescribed duties in Krsna consciousness. There is no necessity of changing one's 
prescribed duties; one simply has to act in Krsna consciousness. In discharging Krsna 
conscious duties, one should determine whether, by his professional or occupational 
duties, Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is satisfied. In another place in the 
Bhdgavatam it is said, svanusthitasya dharmasya samsiddhir hari-tosanam: ISB 1.2.13] 
everyone has some prescribed duties to perform, but the perfection of such duties will be 
reached only if the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Hari, is satisfied by such actions. 
For example, Arjuna's prescribed duty was to fight, and the perfection of his fighting 
was tested by the satisfaction of Krsna. Krsna wanted him to fight, and when he fought 
for the satisfaction of the Lord, that was the perfection of his professional devotional 
duty. On the other hand, when, contrary to the wish of Krsna, he was not willing to 
fight, that was imperfect. 

If one wants to perfect his life, he should discharge his prescribed duties for the 
satisfaction of Krsna. One must act in Krsna consciousness, for such action will never 
produce any reaction (animitta-nimittena). This is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd. 
Yajndrthdt karmano 'nyatra: all activities should be performed simply for Yajna, or the 
satisfaction of Visnu. Anything done otherwise, without the satisfaction of Visnu, or 
Yajna, produces bondage, so here it is also prescribed by Kapila Muni that one can 
transcend material entanglement by acting in Krsna consciousness, which means 
seriously engaging in devotional service. This serious devotional service can develop by 
hearing for long periods of time. Chanting and hearing is the beginning of the process of 
devotional service. One should associate with devotees and hear from them about the 
Lord's transcendental appearance, activities, disappearance, instructions, etc. 

There are two kinds of sruti, or scripture. One is spoken by the Lord, and the other is 
spoken about the Lord and His devotees. Bhagavad-gltd is the former and Srlmad- 
Bhdgavatam the latter. One must hear these scriptures repeatedly from reliable sources 
in order to become fixed in serious devotional service. Through engagement in such 
devotional service, one becomes freed from the contamination of mdyd. It is stated in 
the Srimad-Bhdgavatam that hearing about the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
cleanses the heart of all contamination caused by the influence of the three modes of 
material nature. By continuous, regular hearing, the effects of the contamination of lust 
and greed to enjoy or lord it over material nature diminish, and when lust and greed 
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diminish, one then becomes situated in the mode of goodness. This is the stage of 
Brahman realization, or spiritual realization. In this way one becomes fixed on the 
transcendental platform. Remaining fixed on the transcendental platform is liberation 
from material entanglement. 

SB 3.27.22 

TEXT 22 

50^ I 

II II 

jndnena drsta-tattvena 
vairdgyena ballyasd 
tapo-yuktena yogena 
tlvrendtma-samddhind 

SYNONYMS 

jndnena —in knowledge; drsta-tattvena —with vision of the Absolute Truth; 
vairdgyena —with renunciation; ballyasd —very strong; tapah-yuktena —by engagement 
in austerity; yogena —by mystic yoga; tlvrena —firmly fixed; dtma-samddhind —by self¬ 
absorption. 


TRANSLATION 

This devotional service has to be performed strongly in perfect knowledge and with 
transcendental vision. One must be strongly renounced and must engage in austerity and 
perform mystic yoga in order to be firmly fixed in self-absorption. 

PURPORT 

Devotional service in Krsna consciousness cannot be performed blindly due to material 
emotion or mental concoction. It is specifically mentioned here that one has to perform 
devotional service in full knowledge by visualizing the Absolute Truth. We can 
understand about the Absolute Truth by evolving transcendental knowledge, and the 
result of such transcendental knowledge will be manifested by renunciation. That 
renunciation is not temporary or artificial, but is very strong. It is said that development 
of Krsna consciousness is exhibited by proportionate material detachment, or vairdgya. If 
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one does not separate himself from material enjoyment, it is to be understood that he is 
not advancing in Krsna consciousness. Renunciation in Krsna consciousness is so strong 
that it cannot be deviated by any attractive illusion. One has to perform devotional 
service in full tapasya, austerity. One should fast on the two Ekadasi days, which fall on 
the eleventh day of the waxing and waning moon, and on the birthdays of Lord Krsna, 
Lord Rama and Caitanya Mahaprabhu. There are many such fasting days. Yogena means 
"by controlling the senses and mind." Yoga indriya-sarhyamah. Yogena implies that one is 
seriously absorbed in the self and is able, by development of knowledge, to understand 
his constitutional position in relationship with the Superself. In this way one becomes 
fixed in devotional service, and his faith cannot be shaken by any material allurement. 

SB 3.27.23 

TEXT 23 

I 

II II 

prakrtih purusasyeha 
dahyamana tv ahar-nisam 
tiro-bhavitri sanakair 
agner yonir ivdranih 

SYNONYMS 

prakrtih —the influence of material nature; purusasya —of the living entity; iha —here; 
dahyamana —being consumed; tu —but; ahah-nisam —day and night; tirah-bhavitrl — 
disappearing; sanakaih —gradually; agneh —of fire; yonih —the cause of appearance; 
iva —as; aranih —wooden sticks. 


TRANSLATION 

The influence of material nature has covered the living entity, and thus it is as if the 
living entity were always in a blazing fire. But by the process of seriously discharging 
devotional service, this influence can be removed, just as wooden sticks which cause a fire 
are themselves consumed by it. 


PURPORT 
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Fire is conserved in wooden sticks, and when circumstances are favorable, the fire is 
ignited. But the wooden sticks which are the cause of the fire are also consumed by the 
fire if it is properly dealt with. Similarly, the living entity's conditional life of material 
existence is due to his desire to lord it over material nature and due to his envy of the 
Supreme Lord. Thus his main diseases are that he wants to be one with the Supreme 
Lord or he wants to become the lord of material nature. The karmls try to utilize the 
resources of material nature and thus become its lord and enjoy sense gratification, and 
the jndnis, the Salvationists, who have become frustrated in enjoying the material 
resources, want to become one with the Supreme Personality of Godhead or merge into 
the impersonal effulgence. These two diseases are due to material contamination. 
Material contamination can be consumed by devotional service because in devotional 
service these two diseases, namely the desire to lord it over material nature and the 
desire to become one with the Supreme Lord, are absent. Therefore the cause of 
material existence is at once consumed by the careful discharge of devotional service in 
Krsna consciousness. 

A devotee in full Krsna consciousness appears superficially to be a great karml, always 
working, but the inner significance of the devotee's activities is that they are meant for 
the satisfaction of the Supreme Lord. This is called bhakti, or devotional service. Arjuna 
was apparently a fighter but when by his fighting he satisfied the senses of Lord Krsna, 
he became a devotee. Since a devotee also engages in philosophical research to 
understand the Supreme Person as He is, his activities may thus appear to be like those 
of a mental speculator, but actually he is trying to understand the spiritual nature and 
transcendental activities. Thus although the tendency for philosophical speculation 
exists, the material effects of fruitive activities and empiric speculation do not, because 
this activity is meant for the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

SB 3.27.24 

TEXT 24 

grCTtTI HRrilTbl ^#^1 I 

^ ^ II II 

bhukta-bhogd parityaktd 
drsta-dosd ca nityasah 
nesvarasydsubharh dhatte 
sve mahimni sthitasya ca 
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SYNONYMS 


bhukta —enjoyed; bhogd —enjoyment; parityaktd —given up; drsta —discovered; dosd — 
faultiness; ca—and; nityasah —always; na —not; isvarasya —of the independent; 
asubham —harm; dhatte —she inflicts; sve mahimni —in his own glory; sthitasya — 
situated; ca —and. 


TRANSLATION 

By discovering the faultiness of his desiring to lord it over material nature and by 
therefore giving it up, the living entity becomes independent and stands in his own glory. 

PURPORT 

Because the living entity is not actually the enjoyer of the material resources, his 
attempt to lord it over material nature is, at the ultimate issue, frustrated. As a result of 
frustration, he desires more power than the ordinary living entity and thus wants to 
merge into the existence of the supreme enjoyer. In this way he develops a plan for 
greater enjoyment. 

When one is actually situated in devotional service, that is his independent position. 
Less intelligent men cannot understand the position of the eternal servant of the Lord. 
Because the word "servant" is used, they become confused; they cannot understand that 
this servitude is not the servitude of this material world. To be the servant of the Lord is 
the greatest position. If one can understand this and can thus revive one's original 
nature of eternal servitorship of the Lord, one stands fully independent. A living entity's 
independence is lost by material contact. In the spiritual field he has full independence, 
and therefore there is no question of becoming dependent upon the three modes of 
material nature. This position is attained by a devotee, and therefore he gives up the 
tendency for material enjoyment after seeing its faultiness. 

The difference between a devotee and an impersonalist is that an impersonalist tries to 
become one with the Supreme so that he can enjoy without impediment, whereas a 
devotee gives up the entire mentality of enjoying and engages in the transcendental 
loving service of the Lord. That is his constitutional glorified position. At that time he is 
Isvara, fully independent. The real Isvara or Isvarah paramah, the supreme Isvara, or 
supreme independent, is Krsna. The living entity is isvara only when engaged in the 
service of the Lord. In other words, transcendental pleasure derived from loving service 
to the Lord is actual independence. 
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TEXT 25 


SB 3.27.25 


H ^ t %Fr ^5^ II ?;< II 

yathd hy apratibuddhasya 
prasvdpo bahv-anartha-bhrt 
sa eva pratibuddhasya 
na vai mohdya kalpate 

SYNONYMS 

yathd —as; hi —indeed; apratibuddhasya —of one who is sleeping; prasvdpah —the dream; 
bahu-anartha-bhrt —bearing many inauspicious things; sah eva —that very dream; 
pratibuddhasya —of one who is awake; na —not; vai —certainly; mohdya —for 
bewildering; kalpate —is capable. 


TRANSLATION 

In the dreaming state one's consciousness is almost covered, and one sees many 
inauspicious things, but when he is awakened and fully conscious, such inauspicious 
things cannot bewilder him. 


PURPORT 

In the condition of dreaming, when one's consciousness is almost covered, one may see 
many unfavorable things which cause disturbance or anxiety, but upon awakening, 
although he remembers what happened in the dream, he is not disturbed. Similarly the 
position of self-realization, or understanding of one's real relationship with the Supreme 
Lord, makes one completely satisfied, and the three modes of material nature, which are 
the cause of all disturbances, cannot affect him. In contaminated consciousness one sees 
everything to be for his own enjoyment, but in pure consciousness, or Krsna 
consciousness, he sees that everything exists for the enjoyment of the supreme enjoyer. 
That is the difference between the dream state and wakefulness. The state of 
contaminated consciousness is compared to dream consciousness, and Krsna 
consciousness is compared to the awakened stage of life. Actually, as stated in Bhagavad- 
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gUd, the only absolute enjoyer is Krsna. One who can understand that Krsna is the 
proprietor of all the three worlds and that He is the friend of everyone is peaceful and 
independent. As long as a conditioned soul does not have this knowledge, he wants to be 
the enjoyer of everything; he wants to become a humanitarian or philanthropist and 
open hospitals and schools for his fellow human beings. This is all illusion, for one 
cannot benefit anyone by such material activities. If one wishes to benefit his fellow 
brother, he must awaken his dormant Krsna consciousness. The Krsna conscious 
position is that of pratibuddha, which means "pure consciousness." 

SB 3.27.26 

TEXT 26 

II II 

evarh vidita-tattvasya 
prakrtir mayi mdnasam 
yufijato ndpakuruta 
dtmdrdmasya karhicit 

SYNONYMS 

evam —thus; vidita-tattvasya —to one who knows the Absolute Truth; prakrtih —material 
nature; mayi —on Me; mdnasam —the mind; yunjatah —fixing; na —not; apakurute —can 
do harm; dtma-drdmasya —to one who rejoices in the self; karhicit —at any time. 

TRANSLATION 

The influence of material nature cannot harm an enlightened soul, even though he 
engages in material activities, because he knows the truth of the Absolute, and his mind 
is fixed on the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

PURPORT 

Lord Kapila says that mayi mdnasam, a devotee whose mind is always fixed upon the 
lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is called dtmdrdma or vidita-tattva. 
Atmdrdma means "one who rejoices in the self," or "one who enjoys in the spiritual 
atmosphere." Atmd, in the material sense, means the body or the mind, but when 
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referring to one whose mind is fixed on the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord, dtmdrdma 
means "one who is fixed in spiritual activities in relationship with the Supreme Soul." 
The Supreme Soul is the Personality of Godhead, and the individual soul is the living 
entity. When they engage in reciprocation of service and benediction, the living entity 
is said to be in the dtmdrdma position. This dtmdrdma position can be attained by one 
who knows the truth as it is. The truth is that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is 
the enjoyer and that the living entities are meant for His service and enjoyment. One 
who knows this truth, and who tries to engage all resources in the service of the Lord, 
escapes all material reactions and influences of the modes of material nature. 

An example may be cited in this connection. Just as a materialist engages in 
constructing a big skyscraper, a devotee engages in constructing a big temple for Visnu. 
Superficially, the skyscraper constructor and temple constructor are on the same level, 
for both are collecting wood, stone, iron and other building materials. But the person 
who constructs a skyscraper is a materialist, and the person who constructs a temple of 
Visnu is dtmdrdma. The materialist tries to satisfy himself in relation to his body by 
constructing a skyscraper, but the devotee tries to satisfy the Superself, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, by constructing the temple. Although both are engaged in the 
association of material activities, the devotee is liberated, and the materialist is 
conditioned. This is because the devotee, who is constructing the temple, has fixed his 
mind upon the Supreme Personality of Godhead, but the nondevotee, who is 
constructing the skyscraper, has his mind fixed in sense gratification. If, while 
performing any activity, even in material existence, one's mind is fixed upon the lotus 
feet of the Personality of Godhead, one will not be entangled or conditioned. The 
worker in devotional service, in full Krsna consciousness, is always independent of the 
influence of material nature. 

SB 3.27.27 

TEXT 27 

ii ii 

yadaivam adhydtma-ratah 
kdlena bahu-janmand 
sarvatra jdta-vairdgya 
dbrahma-bhuvandn munih 
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SYNONYMS 


yadd —when; evam —thus; adhyatma-ratah —engaged in self-realization; kdlena —for 
many years; bahu-janmand —for many births; sarvatra —everywhere; jdta-vairdgyah — 
detachment is born; d-brahma-bhuvandt —up to Brahmaloka; munih —a thoughtful 
person. 


TRANSLATION 

When a person thus engages in devotional service and self-realization for many, many 
years and births, he becomes completely reluctant to enjoy any one of the material 
planets, even up to the highest planet, which is known as Brahmaloka; he becomes fully 
developed in consciousness. 


PURPORT 

Anyone engaged in devotional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead is known 
as a devotee, but there is a distinction between pure devotees and mixed devotees. A 
mixed devotee engages in devotional service for the spiritual benefit of being eternally 
engaged in the transcendental abode of the Lord in full bliss and knowledge. In material 
existence, when a devotee is not completely purified, he expects material benefit from 
the Lord in the form of relief from material miseries, or he wants material gain, 
advancement in knowledge of the relationship between the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead and the living entity, or knowledge as to the real nature of the Supreme Lord. 
When a person is transcendental to these conditions, he is called a pure devotee. He 
does not engage himself in the service of the Lord for any material benefit or for 
understanding of the Supreme Lord. His one interest is that he loves the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, and he spontaneously engages in satisfying Him. 

The highest example of pure devotional service is that of the gopis in Vrndavana. They 
are not interested in understanding Krsna, but only in loving Him. That platform of 
love is the pure state of devotional service. Unless one is advanced to this pure state of 
devotional service, there is a tendency to desire elevation to a higher material position. 
A mixed devotee may desire to enjoy a comfortable life on another planet with a greater 
span of life, such as on Brahmaloka. These are material desires, but because a mixed 
devotee engages in the service of the Lord, ultimately, after many, many lives of material 
enjoyment, he undoubtedly develops Krsna consciousness, and the symptom of this 
Krsna consciousness is that he is no longer interested in any sort of materially elevated 
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life. He does not even aspire to become a personality like Lord Brahma. 


TEXTS 28-29 


SB 3.27.28, SB 3.27.29, SB 3.27.28-29 


II 

■HSfi^l ^ 41''fl lc5<lllgPl''W II II 


mad-bhaktah pratibuddhartho 
mat-prasadena bhuyasd 
nihsreyasarh sva-sarhsthdnarh 
kaivalydkhyam mad-dsrayam 

prdpnotihdnjasd dhlrah 
sva-drsd cchinna-samsayah 
yad gatvd na nivarteta 
yogi lirigdd vinirgame 

SYNONYMS 

mat-bhaktah —My devotee; pratibuddha-arthah —self-realized; mat-prasddena —by My 
causeless mercy; bhuyasd —unlimited; nihsreyasam —the ultimate perfectional goal; sva- 
sarhsthdnam —his abode; kaivalya-dkhyam —called kaivalya; mat-dsrayam —under My 
protection; prdpnoti —attains; iha —in this life; anjasd —truly; dhlrah —steady; sva- 
drsd —by knowledge of the self; chinna-sarfisayah —freed from doubts; yat —to that 
abode; gatvd —having gone; na —never; nivarteta —comes back; yogi —the mystic 
devotee; lirigdt —from the subtle and gross material bodies; vinirgame —after departing. 

TRANSLATION 

My devotee actually becomes self-realized by My unlimited causeless mercy, and thus, 
when freed from all doubts, he steadily progresses towards his destined abode, which is 
directly under the protection of My spiritual energy of unadulterated bliss. That is the 
ultimate perfectional goal of the living entity. After giving up the present material body, 
the mystic devotee goes to that transcendental abode and never comes back. 
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PURPORT 


Actual self-realization means becoming a pure devotee of the Lord. The existence of a 
devotee implies the function of devotion and the object of devotion. Self-realization 
ultimately means to understand the Personality of Godhead and the living entities; to 
know the individual self and the reciprocal exchanges of loving service between the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead and the living entity is real self-realization. This 
cannot be attained by the impersonalists or other transcendentalists; they cannot 
understand the science of devotional service. Devotional service is revealed to the pure 
devotee by the unlimited causeless mercy of the Lord. This is especially spoken of here 
by the Lord— mat-prasadena, "by My special grace." This is also confirmed in Bhagavad- 
gUd. Only those who engage in devotional service with love and faith receive the 
necessary intelligence from the Supreme Personality of Godhead so that gradually and 
progressively they can advance to the abode of the Personality of Godhead. 

Nihsreyasa means "the ultimate destination." Sva-sarhsthdna indicates that the 
impersonalists have no particular place to stay. The impersonalists sacrifice their 
individuality so that the living spark can merge into the impersonal effulgence 
emanating from the transcendental body of the Lord, but the devotee has a specific 
abode. The planets rest in the sunshine, but the sunshine itself has no particular resting 
place. When one reaches a particular planet, then he has a resting place. The spiritual 
sky, which is known as kaivalya, is simply blissful light on all sides, and it is under the 
protection of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. As stated in Bhagavad-gltd (14.27), 
brahmano hi pratisthdham: the impersonal Brahman effulgence rests on the body of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. In other words, the bodily effulgence of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is kaivalya, or impersonal Brahman. In that impersonal 
effulgence there are spiritual planets, which are known as Vaikunthas, chief of which is 
Krsnaloka. Some devotees are elevated to the Vaikuntha planets, and some are elevated 
to the planet Krsnaloka. According to the desire of the particular devotee, he is offered 
a particular abode, which is known as sva-sarhsthdna, his desired destination. By the 
grace of the Lord, the self-realized devotee engaged in devotional service understands 
his destination even while in the material body. He therefore performs his devotional 
activities steadily, without doubting, and after quitting his material body he at once 
reaches the destination for which he has prepared himself. After reaching that abode, 
he never comes back to this material world. 

The words lihgdd vinirgame, which are used here, mean "after being freed from the two 
kinds of material bodies, subtle and gross." The subtle body is made of mind, intelligence. 
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false ego and contaminated consciousness, and the gross body is made of five elements— 
earth, water, fire, air and ether. When one is transferred to the spiritual world, he gives 
up both the subtle and gross bodies of this material world. He enters the spiritual sky in 
his pure, spiritual body and is stationed in one of the spiritual planets. Although the 
impersonalists also reach that spiritual sky after giving up the subtle and gross material 
bodies, they are not placed in the spiritual planets; as they desire, they are allowed to 
merge in the spiritual effulgence emanating from the transcendental body of the Lord. 
The word sva-sarhsthdnam is also very significant. As a living entity prepares himself, so 
he attains his abode. Tbe impersonal Brabman effulgence is offered to tbe 
impersonalists, but those who want to associate with the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead in His transcendental form as Narayana in the Vaikunthas, or with Krsna in 
Krsnaloka, go to those abodes, wherefrom tbey never return. 

SB 3.27.30 

TEXT 30 

aiMpH-f) ^ ^ II 9° II 

yadd na yogopacitdsu ceto 
mdydsu siddhasya visajjate 'nga 
ananya-hetusv atha me gatih sydd 
dtyantiki yatra na mrtyu-hdsah 

SYNONYMS 

yadd —when; na —not; yoga-upacitdsu —to powers developed by yoga; cetah —tbe 
attention; mdydsu —manifestations of mdyd; siddhasya —of a perfect yogi; visajjate —is 
attracted; afiga —My dear mother; ananya-hetusu —having no other cause; atha —then; 
me —to Me; gatih —his progress; sydt —becomes; dtyantiki —unlimited; yatra —where; 
na —not; mrtyu-hdsah —power of death. 

TRANSLATION 

When a perfect yogi’s attention is no longer attracted to the by-products of mystic 
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powers, which are manifestations of the external energy, his progress towards Me 
becomes unlimited, and thus the power of death cannot overcome him. 

PURPORT 

Yogis are generally attracted to the by-products of mystic yogic power, for they can 
become smaller than the smallest or greater than the greatest, achieve anything they 
desire, have power even to create a planet, or bring anyone they like under their 
subjection. Yogis who have incomplete information of the result of devotional service 
are attracted by these powers, but these powers are material; they have nothing to do 
with spiritual progress. As other material powers are created by the material energy, 
mystic yogic powers are also material. A perfect yogis mind is not attracted by any 
material power, but is simply attracted by unalloyed service to the Supreme Lord. For a 
devotee, the process of merging into the Brahman effulgence is considered to be hellish, 
and yogic power or the preliminary perfection of yogic power, to be able to control the 
senses, is automatically achieved. As for elevation to higher planets, a devotee considers 
this to be simply hallucinatory. A devotee's attention is concentrated only upon the 
eternal loving service of the Lord, and therefore the power of death has no influence 
over him. In such a devotional state, a perfect yogi can attain the status of immortal 
knowledge and bliss. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Twenty-seventh Chapter, of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "Understanding Material Nature." 


28. Kapila’s Instructions on the Execution of Devotional Service 


TEXTl 



'^l(^ II ? II 


SB 3.28.1 
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sri-bhagavdn uvdca 
yogasya laksanarh vaksye 
sabljasya nrpdtmaje 
mano yenaiva vidhind 
prasannarh ydti sat-patham 

SYNONYMS 

sri-bhagavdn uvdca —the Personality of Godhead said; yogasya —of the yoga system; 
laksanam —description; vaksye —I shall explain; sabljasya —authorized; nrpa-dtma-je —O 
daughter of the King; manah —the mind; yena —by which; eva —certainly; vidhind —by 
practice; prasannam —joyful; ydti —attains; sat-patham —the path of the Absolute 
Truth. 


TRANSLATION 

The Personality of Godhead said: My dear mother, O daughter of the King, now I shall 
explain to you the system of yoga, the object of which is to concentrate the mind. By 
practicing this system one can become joyful and progressively advance towards the path 
of the Absolute Truth. 


PURPORT 

The yoga process explained by Lord Kapiladeva in this chapter is authorized and 
standard, and therefore these instructions should be followed very carefully. To begin, 
the Lord says that by yoga practice one can make progress towards understanding the 
Absolute Truth, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In the previous chapter it has 
been clearly stated that the desired result of yoga is not to achieve some wonderful 
mystic power. One should not be at all attracted by such mystic power, but should attain 
progressive realization on the path of understanding the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. This is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd, which states in the last verse of the 
Sixth Chapter that the greatest yogi is he who constantly thinks of Krsna within 
himself, or he who is Krsna conscious. 

It is stated here that by following the system of yoga one can become joyful. Lord Kapila, 
the Personality of Godhead, who is the highest authority on yoga, here explains the yoga 
system known as astdnga-yoga, which comprises eight different practices, namely yama, 
niyama, dsana, prdndydma, pratydhdra, dhdrand, dhydna and samddhi. By all these stages 
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of practice one must realize Lord Visnu, who is the target of all yoga. There are so-called 
yoga practices in which one concentrates the mind on voidness or on the impersonal, 
but this is not approved by the authorized yoga system as explained by Kapiladeva. Even 
Patanjali explains that the target of all yoga is Visnu. Astdnga-yoga is therefore part of 
Vaisnava practice because its ultimate goal is realization of Visnu. The achievement of 
success in yoga is not acquisition of mystic power, which is condemned in the previous 
chapter, but, rather, freedom from all material designations and situation in one's 
constitutional position. That is the ultimate achievement in yoga practice. 

SB 3.28.2 

TEXT 2 

II =? II 

sva-dharmacaranam saktyd 
vidharmdc ca nivartanam 
daivdl labdhena santosa 
dtmavic-carandrcanam 

SYNONYMS 

sva-dharma-dcaranam —executing one's prescribed duties; saktyd —to the best of one's 
ability; vidharmdt —unauthorized duties; ca—and; nivartanam —avoiding; daivdt —by 
the grace of the Lord; labdhena —with what is achieved; santosah —satisfied; dtma-vit — 
of the self-realized soul; carana —the feet; arcanam —worshiping. 

TRANSLATION 

One should execute his prescribed duties to the best of his ability and avoid performing 
duties not allotted to him. One should be satisfied with as much gain as he achieves by 
the grace of the Lord, and one should worship the lotus feet of a spiritual master. 

PURPORT 

In this verse there are many important words which could be very elaborately explained, 
but we shall briefly discuss the important aspects of each. The final statement is dtmavic- 
carandrcanam. Atma-vit means a self-realized soul or bona fide spiritual master. Unless 
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one is self-realized and knows what his relationship with the Supersoul is, he cannot be a 
bona fide spiritual master. Here it is recommended that one should seek out a bona fide 
spiritual master and surrender unto him (arcanam), for by inquiring from and 
worshiping him one can learn spiritual activities. 

The first recommendation is sva-dharmacaranam. As long as we have this material body 
there are various duties prescribed for us. Such duties are divided by a system of four 
social orders: brdhmana, ksatriya, vaisya and sudra. These particular duties are 
mentioned in the sdstra, and particularly in Bhagavad-gltd. Sva-dharmdcaranam means 
that one must discharge the prescribed duties of his particular division of society 
faithfully and to the best of his ability. One should not accept another's duty. If one is 
born in a particular society or community, he should perform the prescribed duties for 
that particular division. If, however, one is fortunate enough to transcend the 
designation of birth in a particular society or community by being elevated to the 
standard of spiritual identity, then his sva-dharma, or duty, is solely that of serving the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. The actual duty of one who is advanced in Krsna 
consciousness is to serve the Lord. As long as one remains in the bodily concept of life, 
he may act according to the duties of social convention, but if one is elevated to the 
spiritual platform, he must simply serve the Supreme Lord; that is the real execution of 
sva-dharma. 


SB 3.28.3 

TEXT 3 

II ? H 

grdmya-dharma-nivrttis ca 
moksa-dharma-ratis tathd 
mita-medhyddanarh sasvad 
vivikta-ksema-sevanam 

SYNONYMS 

grdmya —conventional; dharma —religious practice; nivrttih —ceasing; ca —and; 
moksa —for salvation; dharma —religious practice; ratih —being attracted to; tathd —in 
that way; mita —little; medhya —pure; adanam —eating; sasvat —always; vivikta — 
secluded; ksema —peaceful; sevanam —dwelling. 
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TRANSLATION 


One should cease performing conventional religious practices and should be attracted to 
those which lead to salvation. One should eat very frugally and should always remain 
secluded so that he can achieve the highest perfection of life. 

PURPORT 

It is recommended herein that religious practice for economic development or the 
satisfaction of sense desires should be avoided. Religious practices should be executed 
only to gain freedom from the clutches of material nature. It is stated in the beginning 
of Srlmad-Bhagavatam that the topmost religious practice is that by which one can 
attain to the transcendental devotional service of the Lord, without reason or cause. 
Such religious practice is never hampered by any impediments, and by its performance 
one actually becomes satisfied. Here this is recommended as moksa-dharma, religious 
practice for salvation, or transcendence of the clutches of material contamination. 
Generally people execute religious practices for economic development or sense 
gratification, but that is not recommended for one who wants to advance in yoga. 

The next important phrase is mita-medhyadanam, which means that one should eat very 
frugally. It is recommended in the Vedic literatures that a yogi eat only half what he 
desires according to his hunger. If one is so hungry that he could devour one pound of 
foodstuffs, then instead of eating one pound, he should consume only half a pound and 
supplement this with four ounces of water; one fourth of the stomach should be left 
empty for passage of air in the stomach. If one eats in this manner, he will avoid 
indigestion and disease. The yogi should eat in this way, as recommended in the Srlmad- 
Bhagavatam and all other standard scriptures. The yogi should live in a secluded place, 
where his yoga practice will not be disturbed. 

SB 3.28.4 

TEXT 4 

^ II a ii 

ahirhsd satyam asteyam 
yavad-artha-parigrahah 
brahmacaryarh tapah saucarh 
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svadhyayah purusarcanam 


SYNONYMS 

ahirhsd —nonviolence; satyam —truthfulness; asteyam —refraining from theft; ydvat- 
artha —as much as necessary; parigrahah —possessing; brahmacaryam —celibacy; tapah — 
austerity; saucam —cleanliness; sva-adhydyah —study of the Vedas; purusa-arcanam — 
worship of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

TRANSLATION 

One should practice nonviolence and truthfulness, should avoid thieving and be satisfied 
with possessing as much as he needs for his maintenance. He should abstain from sex life, 
perform austerity, be clean, study the Vedas and worship the supreme form of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


PURPORT 

The word purusdrcanam in this verse means worshiping the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, especially the form of Lord Krsna. In Bhagavad-gltd it is confirmed by Arjuna 
that Krsna is the original purusa, or Personality of Godhead, purusarh sdsvatam. 
Therefore in yoga practice one not only must concentrate his mind on the person of 
Krsna, but must also worship the form or Deity of Krsna daily. 

A brahmacdrl practices celibacy, controlling his sex life. One cannot enjoy unrestricted 
sex life and practice yoga; this is rascaldom. So-called yogis advertise that one can go on 
enjoying as one likes and simultaneously become a yogi, but this is totally unauthorized. 
It is very clearly explained here that one must observe celibacy. Brahmacaryam means 
that one leads his life simply in relationship with Brahman, or in full Krsna 
consciousness. Those who are too addicted to sex life cannot observe the regulations 
which will lead them to Krsna consciousness. Sex life should be restricted to persons 
who are married. A person whose sex life is restricted in marriage is also called a 
brahmacdrl. 

The word asteyam is also very important for a yogi. Asteyam means "to refrain from 
theft." In the broader sense, everyone who accumulates more than he needs is a thief. 
According to spiritual communism, one cannot possess more than he needs for his 
personal maintenance. That is the law of nature. Anyone who accumulates more money 
or more possessions than he needs is called a thief, and one who simply accumulates 
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wealth without spending for sacrifice or for worship of the Personality of Godhead is a 
great thief. 

Svadhyayah means "reading the authorized Vedic scriptures." Even if one is not Krsna 
conscious and is practicing the yoga system, he must read standard Vedic literatures in 
order to understand. Performance of yoga alone is not sufficient. Narottama dasa 
Thakura, a great devotee and dcdrya in the Gaudiya Vaisnava-sampradaya, says that all 
spiritual activities should be understood from three sources, namely saintly persons, 
standard scriptures and the spiritual master. These three guides are very important for 
progress in spiritual life. The spiritual master prescribes standard literature for the 
prosecution of the yoga of devotional service, and he himself speaks only from scriptural 
reference. Therefore reading standard scriptures is necessary for executing yoga. 
Practicing yoga without reading the standard literatures is simply a waste of time. 

SB 3.28.5 

TEXTS 

II II 

maunarh sad-dsana-jayah 
sthairyam prdna-jayah sanaih 
pratydhdras cendriydndrh 
visaydn manasd hrdi 

SYNONYMS 

maunam —silence; sat —good; dsana —yogic postures; jayah —controlling; sthairyam — 
steadiness; prdna-jayah —controlling the vital air; sanaih —gradually; pratydhdrah — 
withdrawal; ca —and; indriydndm —of the senses; visaydt —from the sense objects; 
manasd —with the mind; hrdi —on the heart. 

TRANSLATION 

One must observe silence, acquire steadiness by practicing different yogic postures, 
control the breathing of the vital air, withdraw the senses from sense objects and thus 
concentrate the mind on the heart. 
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PURPORT 


The yogic practices in general and hatha-yoga in particular are not ends in themselves; 
they are means to the end of attaining steadiness. First one must be able to sit properly, 
and then the mind and attention will become steady enough for practicing yoga. 
Gradually, one must control the circulation of vital air, and with such control he will be 
able to withdraw the senses from sense objects. In the previous verse it is stated that one 
must observe celibacy. The most important aspect of sense control is controlling sex life. 
That is called brahmacarya. By practicing the different sitting postures and controlling 
the vital air, one can control and restrain the senses from unrestricted sense enjoyment. 

SB 3.28.6 

TEXT 6 

tnWR II ^ II 

sva-dhisnydnam eka-dese 
manasd prana-dharanam 
vaikuntha-lilabhidhyanarfi 
samadhanarn tathdtmanah 

SYNONYMS 

sva-dhisnydnam —within the vital air circles; eka-dese —in one spot; manasd —with the 
mind; prdna —the vital air; dhdranam —fixing; vaikuntha-llld —on the pastimes of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; abhidhydnam —concentration; samddhdnam — 
samddhi; tathd —thus; dtmanah —of the mind. 

TRANSLATION 

Fixing the vital air and the mind in one of the six circles of vital air circulation within the 
body, thus concentrating one's mind on the transcendental pastimes of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, is called samadhi, or samadhana, of the mind. 

PURPORT 

There are six circles of vital air circulation within the body. The first circle is within the 
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belly, the second circle is in the area of the heart, the third is in the area of the lungs, 
the fourth is on the palate, the fifth is between the eyebrows, and the highest, the sixth 
circle, is above the brain. One has to fix his mind and the circulation of the vital air and 
thus think of the transcendental pastimes of the Supreme Lord. It is never mentioned 
that one should concentrate on the impersonal or void. It is clearly stated, vaikuntha-llld. 
Lila means "pastimes." Unless the Absolute Truth, the Personality of Godhead, has 
transcendental activities, where is the scope for thinking of these pastimes? It is through 
the processes of devotional service, chanting and hearing of the pastimes of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, that one can achieve this concentration. As described in the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, the Lord appears and disappears according to His relationships with 
different devotees. The Vedic literatures contain many narrations of the Lord's 
pastimes, including the Battle of Kuruksetra and historical facts relating to the life and 
precepts of devotees like Prahlada Maharaja, Dhruva Maharaja and Ambarisa Maharaja. 
One need only concentrate his mind on one such narration and become always absorbed 
in its thought. Then he will be in samadhi. Samadhi is not an artificial bodily state; it is 
the state achieved when the mind is virtually absorbed in thoughts of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. 

SB 3.28.7 

TEXT? 

II a II 

etair anyais ca pathibhir 
mano dustam asat-patham 
buddhya yunjita sanakair 
jita-prdno hy atandritah 

SYNONYMS 

etaih —by these; anyaih —by other; ca—and; pathibhih —processes; manah —the mind; 
dustam —contaminated; asat-patham —on the path of material enjoyment; buddhyd —by 
the intelligence; yunjita —one must control; sanakaih —gradually; jita-prdnah —the life 
air being fixed; hi —indeed; atandritah —alert. 

TRANSLATION 
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By these processes, or any other true process, one must control the contaminated, 
unbridled mind, which is always attracted by material enjoyment, and thus fix himself in 
thought of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

PURPORT 

Etair anyais ca. The general yoga process entails observing the rules and regulations, 
practicing the different sitting postures, concentrating the mind on the vital circulation 
of the air and then thinking of the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His Vaikuntha 
pastimes. This is the general process of yoga. This same concentration can be achieved 
by other recommended processes, and therefore anyais ca, other methods, also can be 
applied. The essential point is that the mind, which is contaminated by material 
attraction, has to be bridled and concentrated on the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
It cannot be fixed on something void or impersonal. For this reason, so-called yoga 
practices of voidism and impersonalism are not recommended in any standard yoga- 
sdstra. The real yogi is the devotee because his mind is always concentrated on the 
pastimes of Lord Krsna. Therefore Krsna consciousness is the topmost yoga system. 

SB 3.28.8 

TEXTS 

^ ^ strati 

sucau dese pratisthdpya 
vijitdsana dsanam 
tasmin svasti samdsina 
rju-kdyah samabhyaset 

SYNONYMS 

sucau dese —in a sanctified place; pratisthdpya —after placing; vijita-dsanah —controlling 
the sitting postures; dsanam —a seat; tasmin —in that place; svasti samdslnah —sitting in 
an easy posture; rju-kdyah —keeping the body erect; samabhyaset —one should practice. 

TRANSLATION 

After controlling one’s mind and sitting postures, one should spread a seat in a secluded 
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and sanctified place, sit there in an easy posture, keeping the body erect, and practice 
hreath control. 


PURPORT 

Sitting in an easy posture is called svasti samdslnah. It is recommended in the yoga 
scripture that one should put the soles of the feet between the two thighs and ankles and 
sit straight; that posture will help one to concentrate his mind on the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. This very process is also recommended in Bhagavad-gita, Sixth 
Chapter. It is further suggested that one sit in a secluded, sanctified spot. The seat 
should consist of deerskin and kusa grass, topped with cotton. 

SB 3.28.9 

TEXT 9 

^ W II II 

prdnasya sodhayen mdrgarh 
pura-kumbhaka-recakaih 
pratikulena vd cittarh 
yathd sthiram acancalam 

SYNONYMS 

prdnasya —of vital air; sodhayet —one should clear; mdrgam —the passage; pura- 
kumbhaka-recakaih —by inhaling, retaining and exhaling; pratikulena —by reversing; 
vd —or; cittam —the mind; yathd —so that; sthiram —steady; acancalam —free from 
disturbances. 


TRANSLATION 

The yogi should clear the passage of vital air by breathing in the following manner: first 
he should inhale very deeply, then hold the breath in, and finally exhale. Or, reversing 
the process, the yogi can first exhale, then hold the breath outside, and finally inhale. 
This is done so that the mind may become steady and free from external disturbances. 

PURPORT 
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These breathing exercises are performed to control the mind and fix it on the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Sa vai manah krsna-padaravindayoh: ISB 9.4.18] the devotee 
Ambarisa Maharaja fixed his mind on the lotus feet of Krsna twenty-four hours a day. 
The process of Krsna consciousness is to chant Hare Krsna and to hear the sound 
attentively so that the mind is fixed upon the transcendental vibration of Krsna's name, 
which is nondifferent from Krsna the personality. The real purpose of controlling the 
mind by the prescribed method of clearing the passage of the life air is achieved 
immediately if one fixes his mind directly on the lotus feet of Krsna. The hatha-yoga 
system, or breathing system, is especially recommended for those who are very absorbed 
in the concept of bodily existence, but one who can perform the simple process of 
chanting Hare Krsna can fix the mind more easily. 

Three different activities are recommended for clearing the passage of breath: puraka, 
kumbhaka and recaka. Inhaling the breath is called puraka, sustaining it within is called 
kumbhaka, and finally exhaling it is called recaka. These recommended processes can 
also be performed in the reverse order. After exhaling, one can keep the air outside for 
some time and then inhale. The nerves through which inhalation and exhalation are 
conducted are technically called ida and pingald. The ultimate purpose of clearing the 
ida and pingald passages is to divert the mind from material enjoyment. As stated in 
Bhagavad-gltd, one's mind is his enemy, and one's mind is also his friend; its position 
varies according to the different dealings of the living entity. If we divert our mind to 
thoughts of material enjoyment, then our mind becomes an enemy, and if we 
concentrate our mind on the lotus feet of Krsna, then our mind is a friend. By the yoga 
system of puraka, kumbhaka and recaka or by directly fixing the mind on the sound 
vibration of Krsna or on the form of Krsna, the same purpose is achieved. In Bhagavad- 
gltd it is said that one must practice the breathing exercise (abhydsa-yoga-yuktena IBg. 
8.8]). by virtue of these processes of control, the mind cannot wander to external 
thoughts (cetasd ndnya-gdmind). Thus one can fix his mind constantly on the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead and can attain (ydti) Him. 

Practicing the yoga system of exercise and breath control is very difficult for a person in 
this age, and therefore Lord Gaitanya recommended, klrtaniyah sadd harih: IGc. Adi 
17.31] one should always chant the holy name of the Supreme Lord, Krsna, because 
Krsna is the most suitable name of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The name 
Krsna and the Supreme Person Krsna are nondifferent. Therefore, if one concentrates 
his mind on hearing and chanting Hare Krsna, the same result is achieved. 

SB 3.28.10 

TEXT 10 
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^ ^ WIH ^31^ I 11^ II ?o II 


mano 'cirdt sydd virajarh 
jita-svdsasya yoginah 
vdyv-agnibhydrfi yathd loham 
dhmdtarfi tyajati vai malam 

SYNONYMS 

manah —the mind; acirdt —soon; sydt —can be; virajam —free from disturbances; jita- 
svdsasya —whose breathing is controlled; yoginah —of the yogi; vdyu-agnibhydm —by air 
and fire; yathd —just as; loham —gold; dhmdtam —fanned; tyajati —becomes freed from; 
vai —certainly; malam —impurity. 


TRANSLATION 

The yogis who practice such breathing exercises are very soon freed from all mental 
disturbances, just as gold, when put into fire and fanned with air, becomes free from all 
impurities. 


PURPORT 

This process of purifying the mind is also recommended by Lord Caitanya; He says that 

A 

one should chant Hare Krsna. He says further, par am vijayate: "All glories to Sri Krsna 
sanklrtana!" All glories are given to the chanting of the holy names of Krsna because as 
soon as one begins this process of chanting, the mind becomes purified. Ceto-darpana- 
mdrjanam: ICc. Antya 20.12] by chanting the holy name of Krsna one is cleansed of the 
dirt that accumulates in the mind. One can purify the mind either by the breathing 
process or by the chanting process, just as one can purify gold by putting it in a fire and 
fanning it with a bellows. 

SB 3.28.11 

TEXT 11 

Mri||^l>l II ?? II 
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prdndydmair dahed dosdn 
dhdrandbhis ca kilbisdn 
pratydhdrena sarhsargdn 
dhydnendnisvardn gundn 

SYNONYMS 

prdndydmaih —by practice of prdndydma; dahet —one can eradicate; dosdn — 
contaminations; dhdrandbhih —by concentrating the mind; ca —and; kilbisdn —sinful 
activities; pratydhdrena —by restraining the senses; sarhsargdn —material association; 
dhydnena —by meditating; anlsvardn guridn —the modes of material nature. 

TRANSLATION 

By practicing the process of pranayama, one can eradicate the contamination of his 
physiological condition, and by concentrating the mind one can become free from all 
sinful activities. By restraining the senses one can free himself from material association, 
and by meditating on the Supreme Personality of Godhead one can become free from the 
three modes of material attachment. 


PURPORT 

According to Ayur-vedic medical science the three items kapha, pitta and vdyu (phlegm, 
bile and air) maintain the physiological condition of the body. Modern medical science 
does not accept this physiological analysis as valid, but the ancient Ayur-vedic process of 
treatment is based upon these items. Ayur-vedic treatment concerns itself with the 
cause of these three elements, which are mentioned in many places in the Bhdgavatam 
as the basic conditions of the body. Here it is recommended that by practicing the 
breathing process of prdridydma one can be released from contamination created by the 
principal physiological elements, by concentrating the mind one can become free from 
sinful activities, and by withdrawing the senses one can free himself from material 
association. 

Ultimately, one has to meditate on the Supreme Personality of Godhead in order to be 
elevated to the transcendental position where he is no longer affected by the three 
modes of material nature. It is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gitd that one who engages 
himself in unalloyed devotional service at once becomes transcendental to the three 
modes of material nature and immediately realizes his identification with Brahman. Sa 
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gundn samatUyaitdn brahma-bhuydya kalpate [Bg. 14.26]. For every item in the yoga 
system there is a parallel activity in bhakti-yoga, but the practice of bhakti-yoga is easier 
for this age. What was introduced by Lord Caitanya is not a new interpretation. Bhakti- 
yoga is a feasible process that begins with chanting and hearing. Bhakti-yoga and other 
yogas have as their ultimate goal the same Personality of Godhead, but one is practical, 
and the others are difficult. One has to purify his physiological condition by 
concentration and by restraint of the senses; then he can fix his mind upon the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. That is called samddhi. 

SB 3.28.12 

TEXT 12 

^ ii ?? ii 

yadd manah svarh virajarh 
yogena susamdhitam 
kdsthdrfi bhagavato dhydyet 
sva-ndsdgrdvalokanah 

SYNONYMS 

yadd —when; manah —the mind; svam —own; virajam —purified; yogena —by yoga 
practice; su-samdhitam —controlled; kdsthdm —the plenary expansion; bhagavatah —of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead; dhydyet —one should meditate upon; sva-ndsd- 
agra —the tip of one's nose; avalokanah —looking at. 

TRANSLATION 

When the mind is perfectly purified by this practice of yoga, one should concentrate on 
the tip of the nose with half-closed eyes and see the form of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. 


PURPORT 

It is clearly mentioned here that one has to meditate upon the expansion of Visnu. The 
word kasthdm refers to Paramatma, the expansion of the expansion of Visnu. Bhagavatah 
refers to Lord Visnu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The Supreme Godhead is 
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Krsna; from Him comes the first expansion, Baladeva, and from Baladeva come 
Sankarsana, Aniruddha and many other forms, followed by the purusa-avatdras. As 
mentioned in the previous verses (purusdrcanam), this purusa is represented as the 
Paramatma, or Supersoul. A description of the Supersoul, upon whom one must 
meditate, will be given in the following verses. In this verse it is clearly stated that one 
must meditate by fixing the vision on the tip of the nose and concentrating one's mind 
on the kald, or the plenary expansion, of Visnu. 

SB 3.28.13 

TEXT 13 

II n II 

prasanna-vadandmbhojam 

padma-garbhdruneksanam 

nilotpala-dala-sydmarh 

safikha-cakra-gadd-dharam 

SYNONYMS 

prasanna —cheerful; vadana —countenance; ambhojam —lotuslike; padma-garbha —the 
interior of a lotus; aruna —ruddy; iksanam —with eyes; nlla-utpala —blue lotus; dala — 
petals; sydmam —swarthy; sankha —conch; cakra —discus; gadd —club; dharam — 
bearing. 


TRANSLATION 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead has a cheerful, lotuslike countenance with ruddy 
eyes like the interior of a lotus and a swarthy body like the petals of a blue lotus. He 
bears a conch, discus and mace in three of His hands. 

PURPORT 

It is definitely recommended herein that one concentrate his mind upon the form of 
Visnu. There are twelve different forms of Visnu, which are described in Teachings of 
Lord Caitanya. One cannot concentrate his mind on anything void or impersonal; the 
mind should be fixed on the personal form of the Lord, whose attitude is cheerful, as 
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described in this verse. Bhagavad-gita states that meditation on the impersonal or void 
features is very troublesome to the meditator. Those who are attached to the impersonal 
or void features of meditation have to undergo a difficult process because we are not 
accustomed to concentrating our minds upon anything impersonal. Actually such 
concentration is not even possible. Bhagavad-gita also confirms that one should 
concentrate his mind on the Personality of Godhead. 

The color of the Personality of Godhead, Krsna, is described here as nllotpala-dala, 
meaning that it is like that of a lotus flower with petals tinted blue and white. People 
always ask why Krsna is blue. The color of the Lord has not been imagined by an artist. 

It is described in authoritative scripture. In the Brahma-samhitd also, the color of Krsna's 
body is compared to that of a bluish cloud. The color of the Lord is not poetical 
imagination. There are authoritative descriptions in the Brahma-sarhhitd, Srimad- 
Bhdgavatam, Bhagavad-gitd and many of the purdnas of the Lord's body. His weapons 
and all other paraphernalia. The Lord's appearance is described here as padma- 
garbhdruneksanam. His eyes resemble the inside of a lotus flower, and in His four hands 
He holds the four symbols: conchshell, discus, mace and lotus. 

SB 3.28.14 

TEXT 14 

II II 

lasat-parikaja-kinjalka- 
pUa-kauseya-vdsasam 
srivatsa-vaksasarh bhrdjat 
kaustubhdmukta-kandharam 

SYNONYMS 

lasat —shining; pankaja —of a lotus; kinjalka —filaments; pita —yellow; kauseya —silk 
cloth; vdsasam —whose garment; srlvatsa —bearing the mark of Srivatsa; vaksasam — 
breast; bhrdjat —brilliant; kaustubha —Kaustubha gem; dmukta —put on; kandharam — 
His neck. 


TRANSLATION 
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His loins are covered by a shining cloth, yellowish like the filaments of a lotus. On His 
breast He bears the mark of Srivatsa, a curl of white hair. The brilliant Kaustubha gem is 
suspended from His neck. 


PURPORT 

The exact color of the garment of the Supreme Lord is described as saffron-yellow, just 
like the pollen of a lotus flower. The Kaustubha gem hanging on His chest is also 
described. His neck is beautifully decorated with jewels and pearls. The Lord is full in six 
opulences, one of which is wealth. He is very richly dressed with valuable jewels which 
are not visible within this material world. 

SB 3.28.15 

TEXT 15 

II II 

matta-dvirepha-kalayd 
parltarh vana-mdlayd 
pardrdhya-hdra-valaya- 
kiritdngada-nupuram 

SYNONYMS 

matta —intoxicated; dvi-repha —with bees; kalayd —humming; paritam —garlanded; 
vana-mdlayd —with a garland of forest flowers; pardrdhya —priceless; hdra —pearl 
necklace; valaya —bracelets; kirita —a crown; afigada —armlets; nupuram —anklets. 

TRANSLATION 

He also wears around His neck a garland of attractive sylvan flowers, and a swarm of 
bees, intoxicated by its delicious fragrance, hums about the garland. He is further 
superbly adorned with a pearl necklace, a crown and pairs of armlets, bracelets and 
anklets. 


PURPORT 
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From this description it appears that the flower garland of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead is fresh. Actually, in Vaikuntha, or the spiritual sky, there is nothing but 
freshness. Even the flowers picked from the trees and plants remain fresh, for 
everything in the spiritual sky retains its originality and does not fade. The fragrance of 
the flowers picked from the trees and made into garlands does not fade, for both the 
trees and the flowers are spiritual. When the flower is taken from the tree, it remains 
the same; it does not lose its aroma. The bees are equally attracted to the flowers 
whether they are on the garland or on the trees. The significance of spirituality is that 
everything is eternal and inexhaustible. Everything taken from everything remains 
everything, or, as has been stated, in the spiritual world one minus one equals one, and 
one plus one equals one. The bees hum around the fresh flowers, and their sweet sound 
is enjoyed by the Lord. The Lord's bangles, necklace, crown and anklets are all bedecked 
with invaluable jewels. Since the jewels and pearls are spiritual, there is no material 
calculation of their value. 

SB 3.28.16 

TEXT 16 

kdncl-gunollasac-chronirh 
hrdaydmbhoja-vistaram 
darsanlyatamarh sdntarh 
mano-nayana-vardhanam 

SYNONYMS 

kdnci —girdle; guna —quality; ullasat —brilliant; sronim—His loins and hips; hrdaya — 
heart; ambhoja —lotus; vistaram —whose seat; darsanlya-tamam —most charming to look 
at; sdntam —serene; manah —minds, hearts; nayana —eyes; vardhanam —gladdening. 

TRANSLATION 

His loins and hips encircled by a girdle, He stands on the lotus of His devotee’s heart. He 
is most charming to look at, and His serene aspect gladdens the eyes and souls of the 
devotees who behold Him. 
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PURPORT 


The word darsanlyatamam, which is used in this verse, means that the Lord is so 
beautiful that the devotee-}iogi does not wish to see anything else. His desire to see 
beautiful objects is completely satisfied by the sight of the Lord. In the material world we 
want to see beauty, but the desire is never satisfied. Because of material contamination, 
all the propensities we feel in the material world are ever unsatisfied. But when our 
desires to see, hear, touch, etc., are dovetailed for the satisfaction of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, they are on the level of the topmost perfection. 

Although the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His eternal form is so beautiful and 
pleasing to the heart of the devotee. He does not attract the impersonalists, who want to 
meditate on His impersonal aspect. Such impersonal meditation is simply fruitless labor. 
The actual yogis, with half-closed eyes, fix on the form of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, not upon anything void or impersonal. 

SB 3.28.17 

TEXT 17 

II II 

aplcya-darsanarh sasvat 
sarva-loka-namaskrtam 
santarh vayasi kaisore 
bhrtydnugraha-kdtaram 

SYNONYMS 

aplcya-darsanam —very beautiful to see; sasvat —eternal; sarva-loka —by all the 
inhabitants of every planet; namah-krtam —worshipable; santam —situated; vayasi —in 
youth; kaisore —in boyhood; bhrtya —upon His devotee; anugraha —to bestow blessings; 
kdtaram —eager. 


TRANSLATION 

The Lord is eternally very beautiful, and He is worshipable by all the inhabitants of every 
planet. He is ever youthful and always eager to bestow His blessing upon His devotees. 
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PURPORT 


The word sarva-loka-namaskrtam means that He is worshipable by everyone on every 
planet. There are innumerable planets in the material world and innumerable planets in 
the spiritual world as well. On each planet there are innumerable inhabitants who 
worship the Lord, for the Lord is worshipable by all but the impersonalists. The Supreme 
Lord is very beautiful. The word sasvat is significant. It is not that He appears beautiful 
to the devotees but is ultimately impersonal. Sasvat means "ever existing." That beauty is 
not temporary. It is ever existing—He is always youthful. In the Brahma-samhitd (5.33) 
it is also stated: advaitam acyutam anadim ananta-rupam adyarfi purdna-purusarh nava- 
yauvanarh ca. The original person is one without a second, yet He never appears old; He 
always appears as ever fresh as a blooming youth. 

The Lord's facial expression always indicates that He is ready to show favor and 
benediction to the devotees; for the nondevotees, however. He is silent. As stated in 
Bhagavad-gitd, although He acts equally to everyone because He is the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead and because all living entities are His sons. He is especially 
inclined to those engaged in devotional service. The same fact is confirmed here: He is 
always anxious to show favor to the devotees. Just as the devotees are always eager to 
render service unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the Lord is also very eager to 
bestow benediction upon the pure devotees. 

SB 3.28.18 

TEXT 18 

klrtanya-tlrtha-yasasam 
punya-sloka-yasaskaram 
dhydyed devarfi samagrdngarh 
ydvan na cyavate manah 

SYNONYMS 

klrtanya —worth singing; tirtha-yasasam —the glories of the Lord; punya-sloka —of the 
devotees; yasah-karam —enhancing the glory; dhydyet —one should meditate; devam — 
upon the Lord; samagra-arigam —all the limbs; ydvat —as much as; na —not; cyavate — 
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deviates; manah —the mind. 


TRANSLATION 

The glory of the Lord is always worth singing, for His glories enhance the glories of His 
devotees. One should therefore meditate upon the Supreme Personality of Godhead and 
upon His devotees. One should meditate on the eternal form of the Lord until the mind 
becomes fixed. 


PURPORT 

One has to fix his mind on the Supreme Personality of Godhead constantly. When one 
is accustomed to thinking of one of the innumerable forms of the Lord—Krsna, Visnu, 
Rama, Narayana, etc.—he has reached the perfection of yoga. This is confirmed in the 
Brahma-samhita: a person who has developed pure love for the Lord, and whose eyes are 
smeared with the ointment of transcendental loving exchange, always sees within his 
heart the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The devotees especially see the Lord in the 
beautiful blackish form of Syamasundara. That is the perfection of yoga. This yoga 
system should be continued until the mind does not vacillate for a moment. Om tad 
visnoh paramarh padarh sada pasyanti siimyah: the form of Visnu is the highest 
individuality and is always visible to sages and saintly persons. 

The same purpose is served when a devotee worships the form of the Lord in the temple. 
There is no difference between devotional service in the temple and meditation on the 
form of the Lord, since the form of the Lord is the same whether He appears within the 
mind or in some concrete element. There are eight kinds of forms recommended for the 
devotees to see. The forms may be made out of sand, clay, wood or stone, they may be 
contemplated within the mind or made of jewels, metal or painted colors, but all the 
forms are of the same value. It is not that one who meditates on the form within the 
mind sees differently from one who worships the form in the temple. The Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is absolute, and there is therefore no difference between the 
two. The impersonalists, who desire to disregard the eternal form of the Lord, imagine 
some round figure. They especially prefer the orhkdra, which also has form. In Bhagavad- 
gitd it is stated that orhkdra is the letter form of the Lord. Similarly, there are statue 
forms and painting forms of the Lord. 

Another significant word in this verse is punya-sloka-yasaskaram. The devotee is called 
puriya-sloka. As one becomes purified by chanting the holy name of the Lord, so one can 
become purified simply by chanting the name of a holy devotee. The pure devotee of the 
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Lord and the Lord Himself are nondifferent. It is sometimes feasible to chant the name 
of a holy devotee. This is a very sanctified process. Lord Caitanya was once chanting the 
holy names of the gopis when His students criticized Him: "Why are You chanting the 
names of the gopis? Why not 'Krsna'?" Lord Caitanya was irritated by the criticism, and 
so there was some misunderstanding between Him and His students. He wanted to 
chastise them for desiring to instruct Him on the transcendental process of chanting. 
The beauty of the Lord is that the devotees who are connected with His activities are 
also glorified. Arjuna, Prahlada, Janaka Maharaja, Bali Maharaja and many other 
devotees were not even in the renounced order of life, but were householders. Some of 
them, such as Prahlada Maharaja and Bali Maharaja, were born of demoniac families. 
Prahlada Maharaja's father was a demon, and Bali Maharaja was the grandson of 
Prahlada Maharaja, but still they have become famous because of their association with 
the Lord. Anyone who is eternally associated with the Lord is glorified with the Lord. 
The conclusion is that a perfect yogi should always be accustomed to seeing the form of 
the Lord, and unless the mind is fixed in that way, he should continue practicing yoga. 

SB 3.28.19 

TEXT 19 

II n II 

sthitam vrajantam dsinarh 
saydnarh vd guhdsayam 
preksaniyehitarh dhydyec 
chuddha-bhdvena cetasd 

SYNONYMS 

sthitam —standing; vrajantam —moving; dsinam —sitting; saydnam —lying down; vd —or; 
guhd-dsayam —the Lord dwelling in the heart; preksaniya —beautiful; ihitam —pastimes; 
dhydyet —he should visualize; suddha-bhdvena —pure; cetasd —by the mind. 

TRANSLATION 

Thus always merged in devotional service, the yogi visualizes the Lord standing, moving, 
lying down or sitting within him, for the pastimes of the Supreme Lord are always 
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beautiful and attractive. 


PURPORT 

The process of meditating on the form of the Supreme Personality of Godhead within 
oneself and the process of chanting the glories and pastimes of the Lord are the same. 
The only difference is that hearing and fixing the mind on the pastimes of the Lord is 
easier than visualizing the form of the Lord within one's heart because as soon as one 
begins to think of the Lord, especially in this age, the mind becomes disturbed, and due 
to so much agitation, the process of seeing the Lord within the mind is interrupted. 
When there is sound vibrated praising the transcendental pastimes of the Lord, 
however, one is forced to hear. That hearing process enters into the mind, and the 
practice of yoga is automatically performed. For example, even a child can hear and 
derive the benefit of meditating on the pastimes of the Lord simply by listening to a 
reading from the Bhdgavatam that describes the Lord as He is going to the pasturing 
ground with His cows and friends. Hearing includes applying the mind. In this age of 
Kali-yuga, Lord Caitanya has recommended that one should always engage in chanting 
and hearing Bhagavad-gltd. The Lord also says that the mahdtmds, or great souls, always 
engage in the process of chanting the glories of the Lord, and just by hearing, others 
derive the same benefit. Yoga necessitates meditation on the transcendental pastimes of 
the Lord, whether He is standing, moving, lying down, etc. 

SB 3.28.20 

TEXT 20 

gpf; IIII 

tasmil labdha-padam cittarh 
sarvdvayava-sarhsthitam 
vilaksyaikatra sarhyujydd 
ange bhagavato munih 

SYNONYMS 

tasmin —on the form of the Lord; labdha-padam —fixed; cittam —the mind; sarva —all; 
avayava —limbs; sarhsthitam —fixed upon; vilaksya —having distinguished; ekatra —in 
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one place; sarhyujyat —should fix the mind; ange —on each limb; bhagavatah —of the 
Lord; munih —the sage. 


TRANSLATION 

In fixing his mind on the eternal form of the Lord, the yogi should not take a collective 
view of all His limbs, but should fix the mind on each individual limb of the Lord. 

PURPORT 

The word muni is very significant. Muni means one who is very expert in mental 
speculation or in thinking, feeling and willing. He is not mentioned here as a devotee or 
yogi. Those who try to meditate on the form of the Lord are called munis, or less 
intelligent, whereas those who render actual service to the Lord are called bhakti-yogls. 
The thought process described below is for the education of the muni. In order to 
convince the yogi that the Absolute Truth, or Supreme Personality of Godhead, is never 
impersonal at any time, the following verses prescribe observing the Lord in His 
personal form, limb after limb. To think of the Lord as a whole may sometimes be 
impersonal; therefore, it is recommended here that one first think of His lotus feet, then 
His ankles, then the thighs, then the waist, then the chest, then the neck, then the face 
and so on. One should begin from the lotus feet and gradually rise to the upper limbs of 
the transcendental body of the Lord. 

SB 3.28.21 

TEXT 21 

II II 

sancintayed bhagavatas carandravindam 
vajrdnkusa-dhvaja-saroruha-ldnchanadhyam 
uttunga-rakta-vilasan-nakha-cakravdla- 
jyotsndbhir ahata-mahad-dhrdayandhakdram 

SYNONYMS 
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sancintayet —he should concentrate; bhagavatah —of the Lord; carana-aravindam —on 
the lotus feet; vajra —thunderbolt; ankusa —goad (rod for driving elephants); dhvaja — 
banner; saroruha —lotus; Idnchana —marks; adhyam —adorned with; uttufiga — 
prominent; rakta —red; vilasat —brilliant; nakha —nails; cakravdla —the circle of the 
moon; jyotsndbhih —with splendor; dhata —dispelled; mahat —thick; hrdaya —of the 
heart; andhakdram —darkness. 


TRANSLATION 

The devotee should first concentrate his mind on the Lord’s lotus feet, which are adorned 
with the marks of a thunderbolt, a goad, a banner and a lotus. The splendor of their 
beautiful ruby nails resembles the orb of the moon and dispels the thick gloom of one's 
heart. 


PURPORT 

The Mayavadi says that because one is unable to fix his mind on the impersonal 
existence of the Absolute Truth, one can imagine any form he likes and fix his mind on 
that imaginary form; but such a process is not recommended here. Imagination is always 
imagination and results only in further imagination. 

A concrete description of the eternal form of the Lord is given here. The Lord's sole is 
depicted with distinctive lines resembling a thunderbolt, a flag, a lotus flower and a 
goad. The luster of His toenails, which are brilliantly prominent, resembles the light of 
the moon. If a yogi looks upon the marks of the Lord's sole and on the blazing brilliance 
of His nails, then he can be freed from the darkness of ignorance in material existence. 
This liberation is not achieved by mental speculation, but by seeing the light emanating 
from the lustrous toenails of the Lord. In other words, one has to fix his mind first on 
the lotus feet of the Lord if he wants to be freed from the darkness of ignorance in 
material existence. 

SB 3.28.22 

TEXT 22 

II II 
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yac-chauca-nihsrta-sarit-pravarodakena 
tlrthena murdhny adhikrtena sivah sivo 'bhut 
dhyatur manah-samala-saila-nisrsta-vajrarh 
dhydyec dram bhagavatas carandravindam 

SYNONYMS 

yat —the Lord's lotus feet; sauca —washing; nihsrta —gone forth; sarit-pravara —of the 
Ganges; udakena —by the water; tlrthena —holy; murdhni —on his head; adhikrtena — 
borne; dvah —Lord Siva; dvah —auspicious; abhut —became; dhydtuh —of the meditator; 
manah —in the mind; samala-saila —the mountain of sin; nisrsta—hurled; vajram — 
thunderbolt; dhydyet —one should meditate; dram —for a long time; bhagavatah —of the 
Lord; carana-aravindam —on the lotus feet. 

TRANSLATION 

The blessed Lord Siva becomes all the more blessed by bearing on his head the holy 
waters of the Ganges, which has its source in the water that washed the Lord's lotus feet. 
The Lord's feet act like thunderbolts hurled to shatter the mountain of sin stored in the 
mind of the meditating devotee. One should therefore meditate on the lotus feet of the 
Lord for a long time. 


PURPORT 

In this verse the position of Lord Siva is specifically mentioned. The impersonalist 
suggests that the Absolute Truth has no form and that one can therefore equally 
imagine the form of Visnu or Lord Siva or the goddess Durga or their son Ganesa. But 
actually the Supreme Personality of Godhead is the supreme master of everyone. In the 
Caitanya-caritdmrta (Adi 5.142) it is said, ekale isvara krsna, ara saba bhrtya: the 
Supreme Lord is Krsna, and everyone else, including Lord Siva and Lord Brahma—not 
to mention other demigods—is a servant of Krsna. The same principle is described here. 

A 

Lord Siva is important because he is holding on his head the holy Ganges water, which 
has its origin in the foot-wash of Lord Visnu. In the Hari-bhakti-vildsa, by Sanatana 
Gosvami, it is said that anyone who puts the Supreme Lord and the demigods, including 

A 

Lord Siva and Lord Brahma, on the same level, at once becomes a pdsandl, or atheist. 
We should never consider that the Supreme Lord Visnu and the demigods are on an 
equal footing. 
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Another significant point of this verse is that the mind of the conditioned soul, on 
account of its association with the material energy from time immemorial, contains 
heaps of dirt in the form of desires to lord it over material nature. This dirt is like a 
mountain, but a mountain can be shattered when hit by a thunderbolt. Meditating on 
the lotus feet of the Lord acts like a thunderbolt on the mountain of dirt in the mind of 
the yogi. If a yogi wants to shatter the mountain of dirt in his mind, he should 
concentrate on the lotus feet of the Lord and not imagine something void or impersonal. 
Because the dirt has accumulated like a solid mountain, one must meditate on the lotus 
feet of the Lord for quite a long time. For one who is accustomed to thinking of the lotus 
feet of the Lord constantly, however, it is a different matter. The devotees are so fixed 
on the lotus feet of the Lord that they do not think of anything else. Those who practice 
the yoga system must meditate on the lotus feet of the Lord for a long time after 
following the regulative principles and thereby controlling the senses. 

It is specifically mentioned here, bhagavatas carandravindam: one has to think of the 
lotus feet of the Lord. The Mayavadis imagine that one can think of the lotus feet of 
Lord Siva or Lord Brahma or the goddess Durga to achieve liberation, but this is not so. 
Bhagavatah is specifically mentioned. Bhagavatah means "of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, Visnu," and no one else. Another significant phrase in this verse is sivah sivo 

A 

'bhut. By his constitutional position. Lord Siva is always great and auspicious, but since 
he has accepted on his head the Ganges water, which emanated from the lotus feet of 
the Lord, he has become even more auspicious and important. The stress is on the lotus 
feet of the Lord. A relationship with the lotus feet of the Lord can even enhance the 
importance of Lord Siva, what to speak of other, ordinary living entities. 

SB 3.28.23 

TEXT 23 

II R? II 

janu-dvayarh jalaja-locanayd jananyd 
laksmydkhilasya sura-vanditaya vidhatuh 
urvor nidhaya kara-pallava-rocisd yat 
sarhldlitarh hrdi vibhor abhavasya kurydt 
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SYNONYMS 


janu-dvayam —up to the knees; jalaja-locanayd —lotus-eyed; jananyd —mother; 
laksmyd —by LaksmI; akhilasya —of the entire universe; sura-vanditayd —worshiped by 
the demigods; vidhdtuh —of Brahma; urvoh —at the thighs; nidhdya —having placed; 
kara-pallava-rocisd —with her lustrous fingers; yat —which; sarhldlitam —massaged; 
hrdi —in the heart; vibhoh —of the Lord; abhavasya —transcendental to material 
existence; kurydt —one should meditate. 

TRANSLATION 

The yogi should fix in his heart the activities of Laksmi, the goddess of fortune, who is 
worshiped by all demigods and is the mother of the supreme person, Brahma. She can 
always be found massaging the legs and thighs of the transcendental Lord, very carefully 
serving Him in this way. 


PURPORT 

Brahma is the appointed lord of the universe. Because his father is Garbhodakasayi 
Visnu, Laksmi, the goddess of fortune, is automatically his mother. Laksmiji is worshiped 
by all demigods and by the inhabitants of other planets as well. Human beings are also 
eager to receive favor from the goddess of fortune. Laksmi is always engaged in 
massaging the legs and thighs of the Supreme Personality of Godhead Narayana, who is 
lying on the ocean of Garbha within the universe. Brahma is described here as the son 
of the goddess of fortune, but actually he was not born of her womb. Brahma takes his 
birth from the abdomen of the Lord Himself. A lotus flower grows from the abdomen of 
Garbhodakasayi Visnu, and Brahma is born there. Therefore Laksmiji's massaging of the 
thighs of the Lord should not be taken as the behavior of an ordinary wife. The Lord is 
transcendental to the behavior of the ordinary male and female. The word abhavasya is 
very significant, for it indicates that He could produce Brahma without the assistance of 
the goddess of fortune. 

Since transcendental behavior is different from mundane behavior, it should not be 
taken that the Lord receives service from His wife just as a demigod or human being 
might receive service from his wife. It is advised here that the yogi always keep this 
picture in his heart. The devotee always thinks of this relationship between Laksmi and 
Narayana; therefore he does not meditate on the mental plane as impersonalists and 
voidists do. 
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Bhava means "one who accepts a material body," and abhava means "one who does not 
accept a material body but descends in the original, spiritual body." Lord Narayana is not 
born of anything material. Matter is generated from matter, but He is not born of 
matter. Brahma is born after the creation, but since the Lord existed before the creation, 
the Lord has no material body. 

SB 3.28.24 

TEXT 24 

RldHRlHH, II II 

uru suparna-bhujayor adhi sobhamdndv 
ojo-nidhi atasikd-kusumdvabhdsau 
vydlambi-plta-vara-vdsasi vartamdna- 
kdnci-kaldpa-parirambhi nitamba-bimbam 

SYNONYMS 

uru —the two thighs; suparna —of Garuda; bhujayoh —the two shoulders; adhi —on; 
sobhamdnau —beautiful; ojah-nidhl —the storehouse of all energy; atasikd-kusuma —of 
the linseed flower; avabhdsau —like the luster; vydlambi —extending down; pita —yellow; 
vara —exquisite; vdsasi —on the cloth; vartamdna —being; kdncl-kaldpa —by a girdle; 
parirambhi —encircled; nitamba-bimbam —His rounded hips. 

TRANSLATION 

Next, the yogi should fix his mind in meditation on the Personality of Godhead’s thighs, 
the storehouse of all energy. The Lord's thighs are whitish blue, like the luster of the 
linseed flower, and appear most graceful when the Lord is carried on the shoulders of 
Garuda. Also the yogi should contemplate His rounded hips, which are encircled by a 
girdle that rests on the exquisite yellow silk cloth that extends down to His ankles. 

PURPORT 
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The Personality of Godhead is the reservoir of all strength, and His strength rests on the 
thighs of His transcendental body. His whole body is full of opulences: all riches, all 
strength, all fame, all beauty, all knowledge and all renunciation. The yogi is advised to 
meditate upon the transcendental form of the Lord, beginning from the soles of the feet 
and then gradually rising to the knees, to the thighs, and finally arriving at the face. The 
system of meditating on the Supreme Personality of Godhead begins from His feet. 

The description of the transcendental form of the Lord is exactly represented in the 
arcd-vigraha, the statue in the temples. Generally, the lower part of the body of the 
statue of the Lord is covered with yellow silk. That is the Vaikuntha dress, or the dress 
the Lord wears in the spiritual sky. This cloth extends down to the Lord's ankles. Thus, 
since the yogi has so many transcendental objectives on which to meditate, there is no 
reason for his meditating on something imaginary, as is the practice of the so-called yogis 
whose objective is impersonal. 

SB 3.28.25 

TEXT 25 

II II 

nabhi-hradam bhuvana-kosa-guhodara-stharn 
yatratma-yoni-dhisanakhila-loka-padmam 
vyudharh harin-mani-vrsa-stanayor amusya 
dhyayed dvayarh visada-hdra-mayukha-gauram 

SYNONYMS 

ndbhi-hradam —the navel lake; bhuvana-kosa —of all the worlds; guhd —the foundation; 
udara —on the abdomen; stham —situated; yatra —where; dtma-yoni —of Brahma; 
dhisana —residence; akhila-loka —containing all planetary systems; padmam —lotus; 
vyudham —sprang up; harit-mani —like emeralds; vrsa —most exquisite; stanayoh —of 
nipples; amusya —of the Lord; dhydyet —he should meditate on; dvayam —the pair; 
visada —white; hdra —of pearl necklaces; mayukha —from the light; gauram —whitish. 
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TRANSLATION 


The yogi should then meditate on His moonlike navel in the center of His abdomen. 

From His navel, which is the foundation of the entire universe, sprang the lotus stem 
containing all the different planetary systems. The lotus is the residence of Brahma, the 
first created being. In the same way, the yogi should concentrate his mind on the Lord's 
nipples, which resemble a pair of most exquisite emeralds and which appear whitish 
because of the rays of the milk-white pearl necklaces adorning His chest. 

PURPORT 

The yogi is advised next to meditate upon the navel of the Lord, which is the foundation 
of all material creation. Just as a child is connected to his mother by the umbilical cord, 
so the first-born living creature, Brahma, by the supreme will of the Lord, is connected 
to the Lord by a lotus stem. In the previous verse it was stated that the goddess of 
fortune, Laksmi, who engages in massaging the legs, ankles and thighs of the Lord, is 
called the mother of Brahma, but actually Brahma is born from the abdomen of the 
Lord, not from the abdomen of his mother. These are inconceivable conceptions of the 
Lord, and one should not think materially, "How can the father give birth to a child?" 

It is explained in the Brahma-samhitd that each limb of the Lord has the potency of 
every other limb; because everything is spiritual. His parts are not conditioned. The 
Lord can see with His ears. The material ear can hear but cannot see, but we understand 
from the Brahma-sarnhitd that the Lord can also see with His ears and hear with His 
eyes. Any organ of His transcendental body can function as any other organ. His 
abdomen is the foundation of all the planetary systems. Brahma holds the post of the 
creator of all planetary systems, but his engineering energy is generated from the 
abdomen of the Lord. Any creative function in the universe always has a direct 
connecting link with the Lord. The necklace of pearls which decorates the upper 
portion of the Lord's body is also spiritual, and therefore the yogi is advised to gaze at the 
whitish luster of the pearls decorating His chest. 

SB 3.28.26 

TEXT 26 
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II 5? II 


vakso 'dhivasam rsabhasya mahd-vibhuteh 
purhsdrh mano-nayana-nirvrtim adadhanam 
kantharfi ca kaustubha-maner adhibhusanartham 
kurydn manasy akhila-loka-namaskrtasya 

SYNONYMS 

vaksah —the chest; adhivdsam —the abode; rsabhasya —of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead; mahd-vibhuteh —of Maha-Laksmi; purhsdm —of persons; manah —to the mind; 
nayana —to the eyes; nirvrtim —transcendental pleasure; ddadhdnam —bestowing; 
kantham —the neck; ca—also; kaustubha-maneh —of the Kaustubha gem; adhibhusana- 
artham —which enhances the beauty; kurydt —he should meditate on; manasi —in the 
mind; akhila-loka —by the entire universe; namaskrtasya —who is adored. 

TRANSLATION 

The yogi should then meditate on the chest of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the 
abode of goddess Maha-Laksmi. The Lord's chest is the source of all transcendental 
pleasure for the mind and full satisfaction for the eyes. The yogi should then imprint on 
his mind the neck of the Personality of Godhead, who is adored by the entire universe. 
The neck of the Lord serves to enhance the beauty of the Kaustubha gem, which hangs 
on His chest. 


PURPORT 

In the Upanisads it is said that the various energies of the Lord are working to create, 
destroy and maintain. These inconceivable varieties of energy are stored in the bosom of 
the Lord. As people generally say, God is all-powerful. That prowess is represented by 
Maha-Laksmi, the reservoir of all energies, who is situated on the bosom of the 
transcendental form of the Lord. The yogi who can meditate perfectly on that spot on 
the transcendental form of the Lord can derive many material powers, which comprise 
the eight perfections of the yoga system. 

It is stated herein that the beauty of the neck of the Lord enhances the beauty of the 
Kaustubha gem rather than vice versa. The gem itself becomes more beautiful because it 
is situated on the neck of the Lord. A yogi is therefore recommended to meditate upon 
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the Lord's neck. The Lord's transcendental form can either be meditated upon in the 
mind or placed in a temple in the form of a statue and decorated in such a way that 
everyone can contemplate it. Temple worship, therefore, is meant for persons who are 
not so advanced that they can meditate upon the form of the Lord. There is no 
difference between constantly visiting the temple and directly seeing the transcendental 
form of the Lord; they are of equal value. The advantageous position of the yogi is that 
he can sit anywhere in a solitary place and meditate upon the form of the Lord. A less 
advanced person, however, has to go to the temple, and as long as he does not go to the 
temple he is unable to see the form of the Lord. Either by hearing, seeing or meditating, 
the objective is the transcendental form of the Lord; there is no question of voidness or 
impersonalism. The Lord can bestow the blessings of transcendental pleasure upon 
either the visitor of the temple, the meditator-yogi or one who hears about the Lord's 
transcendental form from scriptures like the Srimad-Bhagavatam or Bhagavad-gltd. 

There are nine processes for executing devotional service, of which smaranam, or 
meditation, is one. Yogis take advantage of the process of smaranam, whereas bhakti- 
yogis take special advantage of the process of hearing and chanting. 

SB 3.28.27 

TEXT 27 

W ^ II II 

bdhurhs ca mandara-gireh parivartanena 
nirnikta-bdhu-valaydn adhiloka-pdldn 
sancintayed dasa-satdram asahya-tejah 
safikharn ca tat-kara-saroruha-rdja-harnsam 

SYNONYMS 

bdhun —the arms; ca —and; mandara-gireh —of Mount Mandara; parivartanena —by the 
revolving; nirnikta —polished; bdhu-valaydn —the arm ornaments; adhiloka-pdldn —the 
source of the controllers of the universe; saficintayet —one should meditate on; dasa- 
sata-aram —the Sudarsana disc (ten hundred spokes); asahya-tejah —dazzling luster; 
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sankham —the conch; ca —also; tat-kara —in the hand of the Lord; saroruha —lotuslike; 
rdja-harhsam —like a swan. 


TRANSLATION 

The yogi should further meditate upon the Lord's four arms, which are the source of all 
the powers of the demigods who control the various functions of material nature. Then 
the yogi should concentrate on the polished ornaments, which were burnished by Mount 
Mandara as it revolved. He should also duly contemplate the Lord's discus, the Sudarsana 
cakra, which contains one thousand spokes and a dazzling luster, as well as the conch, 
which looks like a swan in His lotuslike palm. 

PURPORT 

All departments of law and order emanate from the arms of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. The law and order of the universe is directed by different demigods, and it is 
here said to emanate from the Lord's arms. Mandara Hill is mentioned here because 
when the ocean was churned by the demons on one side and the demigods on the other, 
Mandara Hill was taken as the churning rod. The Lord in His tortoise incarnation 
became the pivot for the churning rod, and thus His ornaments were polished by the 
turning of Mandara Hill. In other words, the ornaments on the arms of the Lord are as 
brilliant and lustrous as if they had been polished very recently. The wheel in the hand 
of the Lord, called the Sudarsana cakra, has one thousand spokes. The yogi is advised to 
meditate upon each of the spokes. He should meditate upon each and every one of the 
component parts of the transcendental form of the Lord. 

SB 3.28.28 

TEXT 28 

^ II II 

kaumodaklrh bhagavato dayitarh smareta 
digdham arati-bhata-sonita-kardamena 
mdldrh madhuvrata-varutha-giropaghustdrn 
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caityasya tattvam amalarh manim asya kanthe 

SYNONYMS 

kaumodaklm —the club named Kaumodaki; bhagavatah —of the Personality of Godhead; 
dayitam —very dear; smareta —one should remember; digdham —smeared; ardti —of the 
enemies; bhata —soldiers; sonita-kardamena —with the bloodstains; mdldm —the garland; 
madhuvrata —of bumblebees; varutha —of a swarm; gird —with the sound; upaghustdm — 
surrounded; caityasya —of the living entity; tattvam —principle, truth; amalam —pure; 
manim —the pearl necklace; asya —of the Lord; kanthe —on the neck. 

TRANSLATION 

The yogi should meditate upon His club, which is named Kaumodaki and is very dear to 
Him. This club smashes the demons, who are always inimical soldiers, and is smeared 
with their blood. One should also concentrate on the nice garland on the neck of the 
Lord, which is always surrounded by bumblebees, with their nice buzzing sound, and one 
should meditate upon the pearl necklace on the Lord's neck, which is considered to 
represent the pure living entities who are always engaged in His service. 

PURPORT 

The yogi must contemplate the different parts of the transcendental body of the Lord. 
Here it is stated that the constitutional position of the living entities should be 
understood. There are two kinds of living entities mentioned here. One is called the 
ardti. They are averse to understanding the pastimes of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. For them, the Lord appears with His hand clutching the terrible mace, which 
is always smeared with bloodstains from His killing of demons. Demons are also sons of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. As stated in Bhagavad-gitd, all the different 
species of living entities are sons of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. There are, 
however, two classes of living entities, who act in two different ways. The Supreme Lord 
keeps on His neck those living entities who are pure, as one protects the jewels and 
pearls on the bosom and neck of one's body. Those living entities in pure Krsna 
consciousness are symbolized by the pearls on His neck. Those who are demons and are 
inimical towards the pastimes of the Supreme Personality of Godhead are punished by 
His mace, which is always smeared with the blood of such fallen living entities. The club 
of the Lord is very dear to Him because He uses this instrument to smash the bodies of 
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the demons and mix their blood. As mud is kneaded with water and earth, so the earthly 
bodies of the enemies of the Lord, or the atheists, are smashed by the club of the Lord, 
which becomes muddied with the blood of such demons. 

SB 3.28.29 

TEXT 29 

II II 

bhrtydnukampita-dhiyeha grhlta-murteh 
sancintayed bhagavato vadanaravindam 
yad visphuran-makara-kundala-valgitena 
vidyotitdmala-kapolam uddra-ndsam 

SYNONYMS 

bhrtya —for the devotees; anukampita-dhiyd —out of compassion; iha —in this world; 
grhUa-murteh —who presents different forms; sancintayet —one should meditate on; 
bhagavatah —of the Personality of Godhead; vadana —countenance; aravindam — 
lotuslike; yat —which; visphuran —glittering; makara —alligator-shaped; kundala —of His 
earrings; valgitena —by the oscillation; vidyotita —illuminated; amala —crystal clear; 
kapolam —His cheeks; uddra —prominent; ndsam —His nose. 

TRANSLATION 

The yogi should then meditate on the lotuslike countenance of the Lord, who presents 
His different forms in this world out of compassion for the anxious devotees. His nose is 
prominent, and His crystal-clear cheeks are illuminated by the oscillation of His glittering 
alligator-shaped earrings. 


PURPORT 

The Lord descends to the material world out of His deep compassion for His devotees. 
There are two reasons for the Lord's appearance or incarnation in the material world. 
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Whenever there is a discrepancy in the discharge of religious principles and there is 
prominence of irreligion, the Lord descends for the protection of the devotees and the 
destruction of the nondevotees. When He appears, His main purpose is to give solace to 
His devotees. He does not have to come Himself to destroy the demons, for He has many 
agents; even the external energy, mdyd, has sufficient strength to kill them. But when 
He comes to show compassion to His devotees. He kills the nondevotees as a matter of 
course. 

The Lord appears in the particular form loved by a particular type of devotee. There are 
millions of forms of the Lord, but they are one Absolute. As stated in the Brahma- 
samhitd, advaitam acyutam anddim ananta-rupam: IBs. 5.33] all the different forms of the 
Lord are one, but some devotees want to see Him in the form of Radha and Krsria, 
others prefer Him as Sita and Ramacandra, others would see Him as Laksmi-Narayaiia, 
and others want to see Him as four-handed Narayana, Vasudeva. The Lord has 
innumerable forms, and He appears in a particular form as preferred by a particular type 
of devotee. A yogi is advised to meditate upon the forms that are approved by devotees. 

A yogi cannot imagine a form for meditation. Those so-called yogis who manufacture a 
circle or target are engaged in nonsense. Actually, a yogi must meditate upon the form of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead that has been experienced by the Lord's pure 
devotees. Yogi means devotee. Yogis who are not actually pure devotees should follow in 
the footsteps of devotees. It is especially mentioned here that the yogi should meditate 
upon the form which is thus approved; he cannot manufacture a form of the Lord. 

SB 3.28.30 

TEXT 30 

II II 

yac chri-niketam alibhih parisevyamdnarh 
bhutyd svayd kutila-kuntala-vrnda-justam 
mina-dvaydsrayam adhiksipad abja-netrarh 
dhydyen manomayam atandrita ullasad-bhru 

SYNONYMS 
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yat —which face of the Lord; srl-niketam —a lotus; alibhih —by bees; parisevyamdnam — 
surrounded; bhutyd —by elegance; svayd —its; kutila —curly; kuntala —of hair; vrnda —by 
a multitude; justam —adorned; mina —of fish; dvaya —a pair; dsrayam —dwelling; 
adhiksipat —putting to shame; abja —a lotus; netram —having eyes; dhydyet —one should 
meditate on; manah-mayam —formed in the mind; atandritah —attentive; ullasat — 
dancing; bhru —having eyebrows. 


TRANSLATION 

The yogi then meditates upon the beautiful face of the Lord, which is adorned with curly 
hair and decorated by lotuslike eyes and dancing eyebrows. A lotus surrounded by 
swarming bees and a pair of swimming fish would be put to shame by its elegance. 

PURPORT 

One important statement here is dhydyen manomayam. Manomayam is not imagination. 
Impersonalists think that the yogi can imagine any form he likes, but, as stated here, the 
yogi must meditate upon the form of the Lord which is experienced by devotees. 
Devotees never imagine a form of the Lord. They are not satisfied by something 
imaginary. The Lord has different eternal forms; each devotee likes a particular form 
and thus engages himself in the service of the Lord by worshiping that form. The Lord's 
form is depicted in different ways according to scriptures. As already discussed, there are 
eight kinds of representations of the original form of the Lord. These representations 
can be produced by the use of clay, stone, wood, paint, sand, etc., depending upon the 
resources of the devotee. 

Manomayam is a carving of the form of the Lord within the mind. This is included as 
one of the eight different carvings of the form of the Lord. It is not imagination. 
Meditation on the actual form of the Lord may be manifested in different manners, but 
one should not conclude that one has to imagine a form. There are two comparisons in 
this verse: first the Lord's face is compared to a lotus, and then His black hair is 
compared to humming bees swarming around the lotus, and His two eyes are compared 
to two fish swimming about. A lotus flower on the water is very beautiful when 
surrounded by humming bees and fish. The Lord's face is self-sufficient and complete. 

His beauty defies the natural beauty of a lotus. 

SB 3.28.31 

TEXT 31 
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^P^ll ?? II 

tasydvalokam adhikarh krpaydtighora- 
tdpa-trayopasamandya nisrstam aksnoh 
snigdha-smitdnugunitam vipula-prasddarh 
dhydyec dram vipula-bhdvanayd guhdydm 

SYNONYMS 

tasya —of the Personality of Godhead; avalokam —glances; adhikam —frequent; 
krpayd —with compassion; atighora —most fearful; tdpa-traya —threefold agonies; 
upasamandya —soothing; nisrstam —cast; aksnoh —from His eyes; snigdha —loving; 
smita —smiles; anugunitam —accompanied by; vipula —abundant; prasddam —full of 
grace; dhydyet —he should contemplate; dram —for a long time; vipula —full; 
bhdvanayd —with devotion; guhdydm —in the heart. 

TRANSLATION 

The yogis should contemplate with full devotion the compassionate glances frequently 
cast by the Lord's eyes, for they soothe the most fearful threefold agonies of His devotees. 
His glances, accompanied by loving smiles, are full of abundant grace. 

PURPORT 

As long as one is in conditional life, in the material body, it is natural that he will suffer 
from anxieties and agonies. One cannot avoid the influence of material energy, even 
when one is on the transcendental plane. Sometimes disturbances come, but the agonies 
and anxieties of the devotees are at once mitigated when they think of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead in His beautiful form or the smiling face of the Lord. The Lord 
bestows innumerable favors upon His devotee, and the greatest manifestation of His 
grace is His smiling face, which is full of compassion for His pure devotees. 

SB 3.28.32 

TEXT 32 
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ftWFIIFT 

gRlf^ II 9? II 

hdsam harer avanatdkhila-loka-tlvra- 
sokdhu-sdgara-visosanam atyuddram 
sammohandya racitarh nija-mdyaydsya 
bhru-mandalam muni-krte makara-dhvajasya 

SYNONYMS 

hdsam —the smile; hareh —of Lord Sri Hari; avanata —bowed; akhila —all; loka —for 
persons; tivra-soka —caused by intense grief; asru-sdgara —the ocean of tears; 
visosanam —drying up; ati-uddram —most benevolent; sammohandya —for charming; 
racitam —manifested; nija-mdyayd —by His internal potency; asya —His; bhru- 
mandalam —arched eyebrows; muni-krte —for the good of the sages; makara-dhvajasya — 
of the sex-god. 


TRANSLATION 

A yogi should similarly meditate on the most benevolent smile of Lord Sri Hari, a smile 
which, for all those who bow to Him, dries away the ocean of tears caused by intense 
grief. The yogi should also meditate on the Lord's arched eyebrows, which are manifested 
by His internal potency in order to charm the sex-god for the good of the sages. 

PURPORT 

The entire universe is full of miseries, and therefore the inhabitants of this material 
universe are always shedding tears out of intense grief. There is a great ocean of water 
made from such tears, but for one who surrenders unto the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, the ocean of tears is at once dried up. One need only see the charming smile 
of the Supreme Lord. In other words, the bereavement of material existence 
immediately subsides when one sees the charming smile of the Lord. 

It is stated in this verse that the charming eyebrows of the Lord are so fascinating that 
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they cause one to forget the charms of sense attraction. The conditioned souls are 
shackled to material existence because they are captivated by the charms of sense 
gratification, especially sex life. The sex-god is called Makara-dhvaja. The charming 
brows of the Supreme Personality of Godhead protect the sages and devotees from being 
charmed by material lust and sex attraction. Yamunacarya, a great deary a, said that ever 
since he had seen the charming pastimes of the Lord, the charms of sex life had become 
abominable for him, and the mere thought of sex enjoyment would cause him to spit and 
turn his face. Thus if anyone wants to be aloof from sex attraction, he must see the 
charming smile and fascinating eyebrows of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

SB 3.28.33 

TEXT 33 

^ II ?? II 

dhydnayanarh prahasitarh bahulddharostha- 
bhasdrunayita-tanu-dvija-kunda-pankti 
dhydyet svadeha-kuhare 'vasitasya visnor 
bhaktyardrayarpita-mana na prthag didrkset 

SYNONYMS 

dhydna-ayanam —easily meditated upon; prahasitam —the laughter; bahula —abundant; 
adhara-ostha —of His lips; bhdsa —by the splendor; arundyita —rendered rosy; tanu — 
small; dvija —teeth; kunda-pankti —like a row of jasmine buds; dhydyet —he should 
meditate upon; sva-deha-kuhare —in the core of his heart; avasitasya —who resides; 
visnoh —of Visnu; bhaktyd —with devotion; drdrayd —steeped in love; arpita-mandh — 
his mind being fixed; na —not; prthak —anything else; didrkset —he should desire to see. 

TRANSLATION 

With devotion steeped in love and affection, the yogi should meditate within the core of 
his heart upon the laughter of Lord Visnu. The laughter of Visnu is so captivating that it 
can be easily meditated upon. When the Supreme Lord is laughing, one can see His small 
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teeth, which resemble jasmine buds rendered rosy by the splendor of His lips. Once 
devoting his mind to this, the yogi should no longer desire to see anything else. 

PURPORT 

It is recommended that the yogi visualize the laughter of the Lord after studying His 
smile very carefully- These particular descriptions of meditation on the smile, laughter, 
face, lips and teeth all indicate conclusively that God is not impersonal. It is described 
herein that one should meditate on the laughter or smiling of Visnu. There is no other 
activity that can completely cleanse the heart of the devotee. The exceptional beauty of 
the laughter of Lord Visnu is that when He smiles His small teeth, which resemble the 
buds of jasmine flowers, at once become reddish, reflecting His rosy lips. If the yogi is 
able to place the beautiful face of the Lord in the core of his heart, he will be completely 
satisfied. In other words, when one is absorbed in seeing the beauty of the Lord within 
himself, the material attraction can no longer disturb him. 

SB 3.28.34 

TEXT 34 

| 

II II 

evarh harau bhagavati pratilabdha-bhdvo 
bhaktyd dravad-dhrdaya utpulakah pramodat 
autkanthya-bdspa-kalayd muhur ardyamdnas 
tac cdpi citta-badisarh sanakair viyunkte 

SYNONYMS 

evam —thus; harau —towards Lord Hari; bhagavati —the Personality of Godhead; 
pratilabdha —developed; bhdvah —pure love; bhaktyd —by devotional service; dravat — 
melting; hrdayah —his heart; utpulakah —experiencing standing of the hairs of the body; 
pramoddt —from excessive joy; autkanthya —occasioned by intense love; bdspa-kalayd — 
by a stream of tears; muhuh —constantly; ardyamdnah —being afflicted; tat —that; ca— 
and; api —even; citta —the mind; badisam —hook; sanakaih —gradually; viyunkte — 


572 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 















withdraws. 


TRANSLATION 

By following this course, the yogi gradually develops pure love for the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Hari. In the course of his progress in devotional service, the 
hairs on his body stand erect through excessive joy, and he is constantly bathed in a 
stream of tears occasioned by intense love. Gradually, even the mind, which he used as a 
means to attract the Lord, as one attracts a fish to a hook, withdraws from material 
activity. 


PURPORT 

Here it is clearly mentioned that meditation, which is an action of the mind, is not the 
perfect stage of samadhi, or absorption. In the beginning the mind is employed in 
attracting the form of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, but in the higher stages 
there is no question of using the mind. A devotee becomes accustomed to serving the 
Supreme Lord by purification of his senses. In other words, the yoga principles of 
meditation are required as long as one is not situated in pure devotional service. The 
mind is used to purify the senses, but when the senses are purified by meditation, there 
is no need to sit in a particular place and try to meditate upon the form of the Lord. One 
becomes so habituated that he automatically engages in the personal service of the Lord. 
When the mind forcibly is engaged upon the form of the Lord, this is called nirblja-yoga, 
or lifeless yoga, for the yogi does not automatically engage in the personal service of the 
Lord. But when he is constantly thinking of the Lord, that is called sablja-yoga, or living 
yoga. One has to be promoted to the platform of living yoga. 

One should engage in the service of the Lord twenty-four hours a day, as confirmed in 
the Brahma-samhitd. The stage of premdnjana-cchurita can be attained by developing 
complete love. When one's love for the Supreme Personality of Godhead in devotional 
service is fully developed, one always sees the Lord, even without artificially meditating 
on His form. His vision is divine because he has no other engagement. At this stage of 
spiritual realization it is not necessary to engage the mind artificially. Since the 
meditation recommended in the lower stages is a means to come to the platform of 
devotional service, those already engaged in the transcendental loving service of the 
Lord are above such meditation. This stage of perfection is called Krsna consciousness. 

SB 3.28.35 

TEXT 35 
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3llrHM*1^ ^?^Soqqt|n*)c(5- 

II II 

muktdsrayarh yarhi nirvisayarh viraktarh 
nirvdnam rcchati manah sahasd yathdrcih 
dtmdnam atra puruso 'vyavadhdnam ekam 
anvlksate pratinivrtta-guna-pravdhah 

SYNONYMS 

mukta-dsrayam —situated in liberation; yarhi —at which time; nirvisayam —detached 
from sense objects; viraktam —indifferent; nirvdriam —extinction; rcchati —obtains; 
manah —the mind; sahasd —immediately; yathd —like; arcih —the flame; dtmdnam —the 
mind; atra —at this time; purusah —a person; avyavadhdnam —without separation; 
ekam —one; anvlksate —experiences; pratinivrtta —freed; guna-pravdhah —from the flow 
of material qualities. 


TRANSLATION 

When the mind is thus completely freed from all material contamination and detached 
from material objectives, it is just like the flame of a lamp. At that time the mind is 
actually dovetailed with that of the Supreme Lord and is experienced as one with Him 
because it is freed from the interactive flow of the material qualities. 

PURPORT 

In the material world the activities of the mind are acceptance and rejection. As long as 
the mind is in material consciousness, it must be forcibly trained to accept meditation 
on the Supreme Personality of Godhead, but when one is actually elevated to loving the 
Supreme Lord, the mind is automatically absorbed in thought of the Lord. In such a 
position a yogi has no other thought than to serve the Lord. This dovetailing of the mind 
with the desires of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is called nirvana, or making the 
mind one with the Supreme Lord. 
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The best example of nirvana is cited in Bhagavad-glta. In the beginning the mind of 
Arjuna deviated from Krsna's. Krsna wanted Arjuna to fight, but Arjuna did not want 
to, so there was disagreement. But after hearing Bhagavad-glta from the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Arjuna dovetailed his mind with Krsna's desire. This is called 
oneness. This oneness, however, did not cause Arjuna and Krsna to lose their 
individualities. The Mayavadi philosophers cannot understand this. They think that 
oneness necessitates loss of individuality. Actually, however, we find in Bhagavad-glta 
that individuality is not lost. When the mind is completely purified in love of Godhead, 
the mind becomes the mind of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The mind at that 
time does not act separately, nor does it act without inspiration to fulfill the desire of 
the Lord. The individual liberated soul has no other activity, pratinivrtta-guna-pravdhah. 
In the conditioned state the mind is always engaged in activity impelled by the three 
modes of the material world, but in the transcendental stage, the material modes cannot 
disturb the mind of the devotee. The devotee has no other concern than to satisfy the 
desires of the Lord. That is the highest stage of perfection, called nirvana or nirvdna- 
mukti. At this stage the mind becomes completely free from material desire. 

Yathdrcih. Arcih means "flame." When a lamp is broken or the oil is finished, we see that 
the flame of the lamp goes out. But according to scientific understanding, the flame is 
not extinguished; it is conserved. This is conservation of energy. Similarly, when the 
mind stops functioning on the material platform, it is conserved in the activities of the 
Supreme Lord. The Mayavadi philosophers' conception of cessation of the functions of 
the mind is explained here: cessation of the mental functions means cessation of 
activities conducted under the influence of the three modes of material nature. 

SB 3.28.36 

TEXT 36 

3qc53qW1335; II 95 II 

SO 'py etayd caramayd manaso nivrttyd 
tasmin mahimny avasitah sukha-duhkha-bdhye 
hetutvam apy asati kartari duhkhayor yat 
svdtman vidhatta upalabdha-pardtma-kdsthah 
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SYNONYMS 


sah —the yogi; api —moreover; etayd —by this; caramayd —ultimate; manasah —of the 
mind; nivrttyd —by cessation of material reaction; tasmin —in his; mahimni —ultimate 
glory; avasitah —situated; sukha-duhkha-bdhye —outside of happiness and distress; 
hetutvam —the cause; api —indeed; asati —a product of ignorance; kartari —in the false 
ego; duhkhayoh —of pleasure and pain; yat —which; sva-dtman —to his own self; 
vidhatte —he attributes; upalabdha —realized; para-dtma —of the Personality of 
Godhead; kdsthah —the highest truth. 

TRANSLATION 

Thus situated in the highest transcendental stage, the mind ceases from all material 
reaction and becomes situated in its own glory, transcendental to all material conceptions 
of happiness and distress. At that time the yogi realizes the truth of his relationship with 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He discovers that pleasure and pain as well as their 
interactions, which he attributed to his own self, are actually due to the false ego, which 
is a product of ignorance. 


PURPORT 

Forgetfulness of one's relationship with the Supreme Personality of Godhead is a 
product of ignorance. By yoga practice one can eradicate this ignorance of thinking 
oneself independent of the Supreme Lord. One's actual relationship is eternally that of 
love. The living entity is meant to render transcendental loving service to the Lord. 
Forgetfulness of that sweet relationship is called ignorance, and in ignorance one is 
impelled by the three material modes of nature to think himself the enjoyer. When the 
devotee's mind is purified and he understands that his mind has to be dovetailed with 
the desires of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he has attained the perfectional, 
transcendental stage, which is beyond the perception of material distress and happiness. 
As long as one acts on his own account, he is subject to all the material perceptions of 
so-called happiness and distress. Actually there is no happiness. Just as there is no 
happiness in any of the activities of a madman, so in material activities the mental 
concoctions of happiness and distress are false. Actually everything is distress. 

When the mind is dovetailed to act according to the desire of the Lord, one has attained 
the transcendental stage. The desire to lord it over material nature is the cause of 
ignorance, and when that desire is completely extinguished and the desires are 
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dovetailed with those of the Supreme Lord, one has reached the perfectional stage. 
Vpalabdha-pardtma-kasthah. Upalabdha means "realization." Realization necessarily 
indicates individuality. In the perfectional, liberated stage, there is actual realization. 
Nivrttyd means that the living entity keeps his individuality; oneness means that he 
realizes happiness in the happiness of the Supreme Lord. In the Supreme Lord there is 
nothing but happiness. Anandamayo 'bhydsdt: the Lord is by nature full of 
transcendental happiness. In the liberated stage, oneness with the Supreme Lord means 
that one has no realization other than happiness. But the individual still exists, 
otherwise this word upalabdha, indicating individual realization of transcendental 
happiness, would not have been used. 

SB 3.28.37 

TEXT 37 


^ ^ JlfeTORT: II II 


deharh ca tarn na caramah sthitam utthitarh vd 
siddho vipasyati yato 'dhyagamat svarupam 
daivdd upetam atha daiva-vasdd apetarh 
vdso yathd parikrtarh madird-maddndhah 

SYNONYMS 

deham —material body; ca—and; tarn —that; na —not; caramah —last; sthitam —sitting; 
utthitam —rising; vd —or; siddhah —the realized soul; vipasyati —can conceive; yatah — 
because; adhyagamat —he has achieved; sva-rupam —his real identity; daivdt —according 
to destiny; upetam —arrived; atha —moreover; daiva-vasdt —according to destiny; 
apetam —departed; vdsah —clothing; yathd —as; parikrtam —put on; madird-mada- 
andhah —one who is blinded by intoxication. 

TRANSLATION 

Because he has achieved his real identity, the perfectly realized soul has no conception of 
how the material body is moving or acting, just as an intoxicated person cannot 
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understand whether or not he has clothing on his body. 


PURPORT 

This stage of life is explained by Rupa Gosvami in his Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu. A person 
whose mind is completely dovetailed with the desire of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, and who engages one hundred percent in the service of the Lord, forgets his 
material bodily demands. 

SB 3.28.38 

TEXT 38 

^ II 9= II 

deho 'pi daiva-vasagah khalu karma ydvat 
svdrambhakarh pratisamlksata eva sdsuh 
tarn sa-prapancam adhirudha-samddhi-yogah 
svdpnarh punar na bhajate pratibuddha-vastuh 

SYNONYMS 

dehah —the body; api —moreover; daiva-vasa-gah —under the control of the Personality 
of Godhead; khalu —indeed; karma —activities; ydvat —as much as; sva-drambhakam — 
begun by himself; pratisamiksate —continues to function; eva —certainly; sa-asuh — 
along with the senses; tarn —the body; sa-prapancam —with its expansions; adhirudha- 
samddhi-yogah —being situated in samddhi by yoga practice; svdpnam —born in a dream; 
punah —again; na —not; bhajate —he does accept as his own; pratibuddha —awake; 
vastuh —to his constitutional position. 

TRANSLATION 

The body of such a liberated yogi, along with the senses, is taken charge of by the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and it functions until its destined activities are finished. 
The liberated devotee, being awake to his constitutional position and thus situated in 
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samadhi, the highest perfectional stage of yoga, does not accept the by-products of the 
material body as his own. Thus he considers his bodily activities to be like the activities of 
a body in a dream. 


PURPORT 

The following questions may be posed. As long as the liberated soul is in contact with 
the body, why don't the bodily activities affect him? Doesn't he actually become 
contaminated by the action and reaction of material activities? In answer to such 
questions, this verse explains that the material body of a liberated soul is taken charge of 
by the Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is not acting due to the living force of the 
living entity; it is simply acting as a reaction to past activities. Even after being switched 
off, an electric fan moves for some time. That movement is not due to the electric 
current, but is a continuation of the last movement; similarly, although a liberated soul 
appears to be acting just like an ordinary man, his actions are to be accepted as the 
continuation of past activities. In a dream one may see himself expanded through many 
bodies, but when awake he can understand that those bodies were all false. Similarly, 
although a liberated soul has the by-products of the body-children, wife, house, etc.—he 
does not identify himself with those bodily expansions. He knows that they are all 
products of the material dream. The gross body is made of the gross elements of matter, 
and the subtle body is made of mind, intelligence, ego and contaminated consciousness. 
If one can accept the subtle body of a dream as false and not identify oneself with that 
body, then certainly an awake person need not identify with the gross body. As one who 
is awake has no connection with the activities of the body in a dream, an awakened, 
liberated soul has no connection with the activities of the present body. In other words, 
because he is acquainted with his constitutional position, he never accepts the bodily 
concept of life. 

SB 3.28.39 

TEXT 39 

II 9^ II 

yathd putrdc ca vittdc ca 
prthan martyah pratlyate 
apy dtmatvendbhimatdd 
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dehadeh purusas tatha 

SYNONYMS 

yathd —as; putrdt —from a son; ca —and; vittdt —from wealth; ca —also; prthak — 
differently; martyah —a mortal man; pratlyate —is understood; api —even; dtmatvena — 
by nature; abhimatdt —for which one has affection; deha-ddeh —from his material body, 
senses and mind; purusah —the liberated soul; tathd —similarly. 

TRANSLATION 

Because of great affection for family and wealth, one accepts a son and some money as his 
own, and due to affection for the material body, one thinks that it is his. But actually, as 
one can understand that his family and wealth are different from him, the liberated soul 
can understand that he and his body are not the same. 

PURPORT 

The status of real knowledge is explained in this verse. There are many children, but we 
accept some children as our sons and daughters because of our affection for them, 
although we know very well that these children are different from us. Similarly, because 
of great affection for money, we accept some amount of wealth in the bank as ours. In 
the same way, we claim that the body is ours because of affection for it. I say that it is 
"my" body. I then extend that possessive concept and say, "It is my hand, my leg," and 
further, "It is my bank balance, my son, my daughter." But actually I know that the son 
and the money are separate from me. It is the same with the body; I am separate from my 
body. It is a question of understanding, and the proper understanding is called 
pratibuddha. By obtaining knowledge in devotional service, or Krsna consciousness, one 
can become a liberated soul. 


SB 3.28.40 

TEXT 40 

ii 8° ii 

yatholmukdd visphulingdd 
dhumdd vdpi sva-sambhavdt 
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apy atmatvenabhimatad 
yathdgnih prthag ulmukdt 

SYNONYMS 

yathd —as; ulmukdt —from the flames; visphulingdt —from the sparks; dhumdt —from the 
smoke; vd —or; api —even; sva-sambhavdt —produced from itself; api —although; 
dtmatvena —by nature; abhimatdt —intimately connected; yathd —as; agnih —the fire; 
prthak —different; ulmukdt —from the flames. 

TRANSLATION 

The blazing fire is different from the flames, from the sparks and from the smoke, 
although all are intimately connected because they are born from the same blazing wood. 

PURPORT 

Although the blazing firewood, the sparks, the smoke and the flame cannot stay apart 
because each of them is part and parcel of the fire, still they are different from one 
another. A less intelligent person accepts the smoke as fire, although fire and smoke are 
completely different. The heat and light of the fire are separate, although one cannot 
differentiate fire from heat and light. 

SB 3.28.41 

TEXT 41 

^ 'J5TO5T ’IWt II 8? II 

bhutendriydntah-karandt 
pradhdndj jlva-sarhjnitdt 
dtmd tathd prthag drastd 
bhagavdn brahma-sarhjfiitah 

SYNONYMS 

bhuta —the five elements; indriya —the senses; antah-karandt —from the mind; 
pradhdndt —from the pradhdna; jlva-sarhjnitdt —from the jim soul; dtmd —the 
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Paramatma; tatha —so; prthak —different; drasta —the seer; bhagavan —the Personality 
of Godhead; brahma-samjnitah —called Brahman. 

TRANSLATION 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is known as Parambrahma, is the seer. He is 
different from the jiva soul, or individual living entity, who is combined with the senses, 
the five elements and consciousness. 


PURPORT 

A clear conception of the complete whole is given herewith. The living entity is 
different from the material elements, and the supreme living entity, the Personality of 
Godhead, who is the creator of the material elements, is also different from the 
individual living entity. This philosophy is propounded by Lord Gaitanya as acintya- 
bhedabheda-tattva. Everything is simultaneously one with and different from everything 
else. The cosmic manifestation created by the Supreme Lord by His material energy is 
also simultaneously different and nondifferent from Him. The material energy is 
nondifferent from the Supreme Lord, but at the same time, because that energy is acting 
in a different way, it is different from Him. Similarly, the individual living entity is one 
with and different from the Supreme Lord. This "simultaneously one and different" 
philosophy is the perfect conclusion of the Bhdgavata school, as confirmed here by 
Kapiladeva. 

Living entities are compared to the sparks of a fire. As stated in the previous verse, fire, 
flame, smoke and firewood are combined together. Here the living entity, the material 
elements and the Supreme Personality of Godhead are combined together. The exact 
position of the living entities is just like that of the sparks of a fire; they are part and 
parcel. The material energy is compared to the smoke. The fire is also part and parcel of 
the Supreme Lord. In the Visnu Purdna it is said that whatever we can see or 
experience, either in the material or spiritual world, is an expansion of the different 
energies of the Supreme Lord. As fire distributes its light and heat from one place, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead distributes His different energies all over His creation. 
The four principles of the Vaisnava philosophic doctrine are suddha-advaita (purified 
oneness), dvaita-advaita (simultaneous oneness and difference), visista-advaita and 
dvaita. All four principles of Vaisnava philosophy are based on the thesis of Srimad- 
Bhdgavatam explained in these two verses. 

SB 3.28.42 


582 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 




TEXT 42 


RCTPT I 

WRR; II II 

sarva-bhutesu cdtmdnarh 
sarva-bhutdni cdtmani 
iksetdnanya-bhdvena 
bhutesv iva tad-dtmatdm 

SYNONYMS 

sarva-bhutesu —in all manifestations; ca —and; dtmdnam —the soul; sarva-bhutdni —all 
manifestations; ca —also; dtmani —in the Supreme Spirit; ikseta —he should see; ananya- 
bhdvena —with equal vision; bhutesu —in all manifestations; iva —as; tat-dtmatdm —the 
nature of itself. 


TRANSLATION 

A yogi should see the same soul in all manifestations, for all that exists is a manifestation 
of different energies of the Supreme. In this way the devotee should see all living entities 
without distinction. That is realization of the Supreme Soul. 

PURPORT 

As stated in the Brahma-sarnhitd, not only does the Supreme Soul enter each and every 
universe, but He enters even the atoms. The Supreme Soul is present everywhere in the 
dormant stage, and when one can see the presence of the Supreme Soul everywhere, one 
is liberated from material designations. 

The word sarva-bhutesu is to be understood as follows. There are four different divisions 
of species-living entities which sprout from the earth, living entities born of 
fermentation or germination, living entities which come from eggs and living entities 
which come from the embryo. These four divisions of living entities are expanded in 
8,400,000 species of life. A person who is freed from material designations can see the 
same quality of spirit present everywhere or in every manifested living entity. Less 
intelligent men think that plants and grass grow out of the earth automatically, but one 
who is actually intelligent and has realized the self can see that this growth is not 
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automatic; the cause is the soul, and the forms come out in material bodies under 
different conditions. By fermentation in the laboratory many germs are born, but this is 
due to the presence of the soul. The material scientist thinks that eggs are lifeless, but 
that is not a fact. From Vedic scripture we can understand that living entities in 
different forms are generated under different conditions. Birds evolve from eggs, and 
beasts and human beings are born from the embryo. The perfect vision of the yogi or 
devotee is that he sees the presence of the living entity everywhere. 


TEXT 43 


SB 3.28.43 


II 8? II 


sva-yonisu yathd jyotir 
ekarh ndnd pratlyate 
yonlndrh guna-vaisamydt 
tathdtmd prakrtau sthitah 


SYNONYMS 

sva-yonisu —in forms of wood; yathd —as; jyotih —fire; ekam —one; nana—differently; 
pratlyate —is exhibited; yonlndm —of different wombs; guna-vaisamydt —from the 
different conditions of the modes; tathd —so; dtmd —the spirit soul; prakrtau —in the 
material nature; sthitah —situated. 


TRANSLATION 

As fire is exhibited in different forms of wood, so, under different conditions of the 
modes of material nature, the pure spirit soul manifests itself in different bodies. 

PURPORT 

It is to be understood that the body is designated. Prakrti is an interaction by the three 
modes of material nature, and according to these modes, someone has a small body, and 
someone has a very large body. For example, the fire in a big piece of wood appears very 
big, and in a stick the fire appears small. Actually, the quality of fire is the same 
everywhere, but the manifestation of material nature is such that according to the fuel. 
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the fire appears bigger and smaller. Similarly, the soul in the universal body, although of 
the same quality, is different from the soul in the smaller body. 

The small particles of soul are just like sparks of the larger soul. The greatest soul is the 
Supersoul, but the Supersoul is quantitatively different from the small soul. The 
Supersoul is described in the Vedic literature as the supplier of all necessities of the 
smaller soul (nityo nitydndm). One who understands this distinction between the 
Supersoul and the individual soul is above lamentation and is in a peaceful position. 
When the smaller soul thinks himself quantitatively as big as the larger soul, he is under 
the spell of mdyd, for that is not his constitutional position. No one can become the 
greater soul simply by mental speculation. 

The smallness or greatness of different souls is described in the Vardha Purdna as 
svdrhsa-vibhinndmsa. The svdrhsa soul is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and the 
vibhinndrhsa souls, or small particles, are eternally small particles, as confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gltd (mamaivdrhso jlva-loke jlva-bhutah sandtanah [Bg. 15.7]). The small living 
entities are eternally part and parcel, and therefore it is not possible for them to be 
quantitatively as great as the Supersoul. 

SB 3.28.44 

TEXT 44 

II HH II 

tasmdd imdrh svdrh prakrtirh 
daivlrh sad-asad-dtmikdm 
durvibhdvydrh pardbhdvya 
svarupendvatisthate 

SYNONYMS 

tasmdt —thus; imdm —this; svam—own; prakrtim —material energy; daivlm —divine; sat- 
asat-dtmikdm —consisting of cause and effect; durvibhdvydm —difficult to understand; 
pardbhdvya —after conquering; sva-rupena —in the self-realized position; avatisthate —he 
remains. 


TRANSLATION 
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Thus the yogi can he in the self-realized position after conquering the insurmountable 
spell of maya, who presents herself as both the cause and effect of this material 
manifestation and is therefore very difficult to understand. 

PURPORT 

It is stated in Bhagavad-gita that the spell of mdyd, which covers the knowledge of the 
living entity, is insurmountable. However, one who surrenders unto Krsna, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, can conquer this seemingly insurmountable spell of mdyd. Here 
also it is stated that the daivl prakrti, or the external energy of the Supreme Lord, is 
durvibhdvyd, very difficult to understand and very difficult to conquer. One must, 
however, conquer this insurmountable spell of mdyd, and this is possible, by the grace of 
the Lord, when God reveals Himself to the surrendered soul. It is also stated here, 
svarupendvatisthate. Svarupa means that one has to know that he is not the Supreme 
Soul, but rather, part and parcel of the Supreme Soul; that is self-realization. To think 
falsely that one is the Supreme Soul and that one is all-pervading is not svarupa. This is 
not realization of his actual position. The real position is that one is part and parcel. It is 
recommended here that one remain in that position of actual self-realization. In 
Bhagavad-gltd this understanding is defined as Brahman realization. 

After Brahman realization, one can engage in the activities of Brahman. As long as one 
is not self-realized, he engages in activities based on false identification with the body. 
When one is situated in his real self, then the activities of Brahman realization begin. 
The Mayavadi philosophers say that after Brahman realization, all activities stop, but 
that is not actually so. If the soul is so active in its abnormal condition, existing under 
the covering of matter, how can one deny its activity when free? An example may be 
cited here. If a man in a diseased condition is very active, how can one imagine that 
when he is free from the disease he will be inactive? Naturally the conclusion is that 
when one is free from all disease his activities are pure. It may be said that the activities 
of Brahman realization are different from those of conditional life, but that does not 
stop activity. This is indicated in Bhagavad-gltd (18.54): after one realizes oneself to be 
Brahman, devotional service begins. Mad-bhaktirn labhate pardm: [Bg. 18.54] after 
Brahman realization, one can engage in the devotional service of the Lord. Therefore 
devotional service of the Lord is activity in Brahman realization. 

For those who engage in devotional service there is no spell of mdyd, and their situation 
is all-perfect. The duty of the living entity, as a part and parcel of the whole, is to render 
devotional service to the whole. That is the ultimate perfection of life. 
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Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Twenty-eighth Chapter, of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "Lord Kapila's Instructions on the Execution of Devotional 
Service." 


29. Explanation of Devotional Service by Lord Kapila 


SB 3.29.1, SB 3.29.2, SB 3.29.1-2 

TEXTS 1-2 

H^ctldOni ^ I 

^ II ? II 

I 

^ RPf pit II ? II 

devahutir uvdca 
laksanarh mahad-adinarh 
prakrteh purusasya ca 
svaruparh laksyate 'mlsdrh 
yena tat-pdramdrthikam 

yathd sdnkhyesu kathitarii 
yan-mularh tat pracaksate 
bhakti-yogasya me mdrgarh 
bruhi vistarasah prabho 


SYNONYMS 

devahutih uvdca —Devahuti said; laksanam —symptoms; mahat-ddlndm —of the mahat- 
tattva and so on; prakrteh —of material nature; purusasya —of the spirit; ca —and; 
svarupam —the nature; laksyate —is described; amlsdm —of those; yena —by which; tat- 
pdrama-arthikam —the true nature of them; yathd —as; sdnkhyesu —in Sankhya 
philosophy; kathitam —is explained; yat —of which; mulam —ultimate end; tat —that; 
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pracaksate —they call; bhakti-yogasya —of devotional service; me —to me; margam —the 
path; briihi —please explain; vistarasah —at length; prabho —my dear Lord Kapila. 

TRANSLATION 

Devahuti inquired: My dear Lord, You have already very scientifically described the 
symptoms of the total material nature and the characteristics of the spirit according to the 
Sankhya system of philosophy. Now I shall request You to explain the path of devotional 
service, which is the ultimate end of all philosophical systems. 

PURPORT 

In this Twenty-ninth Chapter, the glories of devotional service are elaborately 
explained, and the influence of time on the conditioned soul is also described. The 
purpose of elaborately describing the influence of time is to detach the conditioned soul 
from his material activities, which are considered to be simply a waste of time. In the 
previous chapter, material nature, the spirit and the Supreme Lord, or Supersoul, are 
analytically studied, and in this chapter the principles of bhakti-yoga, or devotional 
service—the execution of activities in the eternal relationship between the living 
entities and the Personality of Godhead—are explained. 

Bhakti-yoga, devotional service, is the basic principle of all systems of philosophy; all 
philosophy which does not aim for devotional service to the Lord is considered merely 
mental speculation. But of course bhakti-yoga with no philosophical basis is more or less 
sentiment. There are two classes of men. Some consider themselves intellectually 
advanced and simply speculate and meditate, and others are sentimental and have no 
philosophical basis for their propositions. Neither of these can achieve the highest goal 
of life-or, if they do, it will take them many, many years. Vedic literature therefore 
suggests that there are three elements-namely the Supreme Lord, the living entity and 
their eternal relationship-and the goal of life is to follow the principles of bhakti, or 
devotional service, and ultimately attain to the planet of the Supreme Lord in full 
devotion and love as an eternal servitor of the Lord. 

Sankhya philosophy is the analytical study of all existence. One has to understand 
everything by examining its nature and characteristics. This is called acquirement of 
knowledge. But one should not simply acquire knowledge without reaching the goal of 
life or the basic principle for acquiring knowledge-bha/cti-yoga. If we give up bhakti-yoga 
and simply busy ourselves in the analytical study of the nature of things as they are, then 
the result will be practically nil. It is stated in the Bhdgavatam that such engagement is 
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husking a paddy. There is no use beating the husk if the grain has already 
By the scientific study of material nature, the living entity and the 
has to understand the basic principle of devotional service to the Lord. 

SB 3.29.3 

TEXT 3 

%PTt ^ ^ 

^IcicilchW IPT II ? II 

virago yena puruso 
bhagavan sarvato bhavet 
dcaksva jlva-lokasya 
vividha mama samsrtlh 

SYNONYMS 

virdgah —detached; yena —by which; purusah —a person; bhagavan —my dear Lord; 
sarvatah —completely; bhavet —may become; dcaksva —please describe; jlva-lokasya —for 
the people in general; vividhdh —manifold; mama —for myself; samsrtlh —repetition of 
birth and death. 


something like 
been removed. 
Supersoul, one 


TRANSLATION 

Devahuti continued: My dear Lord, please also describe in detail, both for me and for 
people in general, the continual process of birth and death, for by hearing of such 
calamities we may become detached from the activities of this material world. 

PURPORT 

In this verse the word samsrtlh is very important. Sreyah-srti means the prosperous path 
of advancement towards the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and sarhsrti means the 
continued journey on the path of birth and death towards the darkest region of material 
existence. People who have no knowledge of this material world, God and their actual 
intimate relationship with Him are actually going to the darkest region of material 
existence in the name of progress in the material advancement of civilization. To enter 
the darkest region of material existence means to enter into a species of life other than 
the human species. Ignorant men do not know that after this life they are completely 
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under the grip of material nature and will be offered a life which may not be very 
congenial. How a living entity gets different kinds of bodies will be explained in the 
next chapter. This continual change of bodies in birth and death is called sarhsdra. 
Devahuti requests her glorious son, Kapila Muni, to explain about this continued 
journey to impress upon the conditioned souls that they are undergoing a path of 
degradation by not understanding the path of bhakti-yoga, devotional service. 

SB 3.29.4 

TEXT 4 

^ II s II 

kdlasyesvara-rupasya 
paresdrh ca parasya te 
svaruparh bata kurvanti 
yad-dhetoh kusalarh jandh 

SYNONYMS 

kdlasya —of time; Isvara-rupasya —a representation of the Lord; paresdm —of all others; 
ca —and; parasya —the chief; te —of You; svarupam —the nature; bata —oh; kurvanti — 
perform; yat-hetoh —by whose influence; kusalam —pious activities; jandh —people in 
general. 


TRANSLATION 

Please also describe eternal time, which is a representation of Your form and by whose 
influence people in general engage in the performance of pious activities. 

PURPORT 

However ignorant one may be regarding the path of good fortune and the path down to 
the darkest region of ignorance, everyone is aware of the influence of eternal time, 
which devours all the effects of our material activities. The body is born at a certain 
time, and immediately the influence of time acts upon it. From the date of the birth of 
the body, the influence of death is also acting; the advancement of age entails the 
influence of time on the body. If a man is thirty or fifty years old, then the influence of 
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time has already devoured thirty or fifty years of the duration of his life. 

Everyone is conscious of the last stage of life, when he will meet the cruel hands of 
death, but some consider their age and circumstances, concern themselves with the 
influence of time and thus engage in pious activities so that in the future they will not 
be put into a low family or an animal species. Generally, people are attached to sense 
enjoyment and so aspire for life on the heavenly planets. Therefore, they engage 
themselves in charitable or other pious activities, but actually, as stated in Bhagavad- 
gUd, one cannot get relief from the chain of birth and death even if he goes to the 
highest planet, Brahmaloka, because the influence of time is present everywhere within 
this material world. In the spiritual world, however, the time factor has no influence. 

SB 3.29.5 

TEXTS 

ajRIFT 

iilJWIW; II II 

lokasya mithydhhimater acaksusas 
dram prasuptasya tamasy andsraye 
srdntasya karmasv anuviddhaya dhiya 
Warn dvirdslh kila yoga-bhdskarah 

SYNONYMS 

lokasya —of the living entities; mithyd-abhimateh —deluded by false ego; acaksusah — 
blind; dram —for a very long time; prasuptasya —sleeping; tamasi —in darkness; 
andsraye —without shelter; srdntasya —fatigued; karmasu —to material activities; 
anuviddhayd —attached; dhiyd —with the intelligence; warn —You; dvirdslh —have 
appeared; kila —indeed; yoga —of the yoga system; bhdskarah —the sun. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, You are just like the sun, for You illuminate the darkness of the 
conditional life of the living entities. Because their eyes of knowledge are not open, they 
are sleeping eternally in that darkness without Your shelter, and therefore they are falsely 
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engaged by the actions and reactions of their material activities, and they appear to be 
very fatigued. 


PURPORT 

A 

It appears that Srimati Devahuti, the glorious mother of Lord Kapiladeva, is very 
compassionate for the regrettable condition of people in general, who, not knowing the 
goal of life, are sleeping in the darkness of illusion. It is the general feeling of the 
Vaisnava, or devotee of the Lord, that he should awaken them. Similarly, Devahuti is 
requesting her glorious son to illuminate the lives of the conditioned souls so that their 
most regrettable conditional life may be ended. The Lord is described herein as '^oga- 
bhdskara, the sun of the system of all yoga. Devahuti has already requested her glorious 
son to describe bhakti-yoga, and the Lord has described bhakti-yoga as the ultimate yoga 
system. 

Bhakti-yoga is the sunlike illumination for delivering the conditioned souls, whose 
general condition is described here. They have no eyes to see their own interests. They 
do not know that the goal of life is not to increase the material necessities of existence, 
because the body will not exist more than a few years. The living beings are eternal, and 
they have their eternal need. If one engages only in caring for the necessities of the 
body, not caring for the eternal necessities of life, then he is part of a civilization whose 
advancement puts the living entities in the darkest region of ignorance. Sleeping in that 
darkest region, one does not get any refreshment, but, rather, gradually becomes 
fatigued. He invents many processes to adjust this fatigued condition, but he fails and 
thus remains confused. The only path for mitigating his fatigue in the struggle for 
existence is the path of devotional service, or the path of Krsna consciousness. 

SB 3.29.6 

TEXT 6 

ch.h'JliRd: II § II 

maitreya uvdca 
iti mdtur vacah slaksnam 
pratinandya mahd-munih 
dbabhdse kuru-srestha 
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prltas tarn karunarditah 


SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —Maitreya said; iti —thus; mdtuh —of His mother; vacah —the words; 
slaksnam —gentle; pratinandya —welcoming; mahd-munih —the great sage Kapila; 
dbabhdse —spoke; kuru-srestha —O best among the Kurus, Vidura; prltah —pleased; 
tam—to her; karund —with compassion; arditah —moved. 

TRANSLATION 

Sri Maitreya said: O best amongst the Kurus, the great sage Kapila, moved by great 
compassion and pleased by the words of His glorious mother, spoke as follows. 

PURPORT 

Lord Kapila was very satisfied by the request of His glorious mother because she was 
thinking not only in terms of her personal salvation but in terms of all the fallen 
conditioned souls. The Lord is always compassionate towards the fallen souls of this 
material world, and therefore He comes Himself or sends His confidential servants to 
deliver them. Since He is perpetually compassionate towards them, if some of His 
devotees also become compassionate towards them. He is very pleased with the devotees. 
In Bhagavad-gltd it is clearly stated that persons who are trying to elevate the condition 
of the fallen souls by preaching the conclusion of Bhagavad-gltd —namely, full surrender 
unto the Personality of Godhead—are very dear to Him. Thus when the Lord saw that 
His beloved mother was very compassionate towards the fallen souls. He was pleased, 
and He also became compassionate towards her. 

SB 3.29.7 


TEXT? 



i 

^ II ^ II 

srl-bhagavdn uvdca 
bhakti-yogo bahu-vidho 
mdrgair bhdmini bhdvyate 
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svabhava-guna-margena 
purhsdrh hhdvo vibhidyate 

SYNONYMS 

srl-bhagavdn uvdca —the Personality of Godhead replied; bhakti-yogah —devotional 
service; bahu-vidhah —multifarious; mdrgaih —with paths; bhdmini —O noble lady; 
bhdvyate —is manifest; svabhdva —nature; guna —qualities; mdrgena —in terms of 
behavior; purhsdm —of the executors; bhdvah —the appearance; vibhidyate —is divided. 

TRANSLATION 

Lord Kapila, the Personality of Godhead, replied: O noble lady, there are multifarious 
paths of devotional service in terms of the different qualities of the executor. 

PURPORT 

Pure devotional service in Krsna consciousness is one because in pure devotional service 
there is no demand from the devotee to be fulfilled by the Lord. But generally people 
take to devotional service with a purpose. As stated in Bhagavad-gitd, people who are 
not purified take to devotional service with four purposes. A person who is distressed 
because of material conditions becomes a devotee of the Lord and approaches the Lord 
for mitigation of his distress. A person in need of money approaches the Lord to ask for 
some improvement in his monetary condition. Others, who are not in distress or in need 
of monetary assistance but are seeking knowledge in order to understand the Absolute 
Truth, also take to devotional service, and they inquire into the nature of the Supreme 
Lord. This is very nicely described in Bhagavad-gitd (7.16). Actually the path of 
devotional service is one without a second, but according to the devotees' condition, 
devotional service appears in multifarious varieties, as will be nicely explained in the 
following verses. 

SB 3.29.8 

TEXTS 

^ litli cFf ^ I 

tRwft ^ HTO; II = II 

abhisandhdya yo himsdrh 
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dambharh mdtsaryam eva vd 
sarhrambhl bhinna-drg bhdvarh 
mayi kurydt sa tdmasah 

SYNONYMS 

abhisandhdya —having in view; yah —he who; hirnsdm —violence; dambham —pride; 
mdtsaryam —envy; eva —indeed; vd —or; sarhrambhl —angry; bhinna —separate; drk — 
whose vision; bhdvam —devotional service; mayi —to Me; kurydt —may do; sah —he; 
tdmasah —in the mode of ignorance. 

TRANSLATION 

Devotional service executed by a person who is envious, proud, violent and angry, and 
who is a separatist, is considered to be in the mode of darkness. 

PURPORT 

It has already been stated in the Srlmad-Bhdgavatam, First Canto, Second Chapter, that 
the highest, most glorious religion is the attainment of causeless, unmotivated 
devotional service. In pure devotional service, the only motive should be to please the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. That is not actually a motive; that is the pure 
condition of the living entity. In the conditioned stage, when one engages in devotional 
service, he should follow the instruction of the bona fide spiritual master in full 
surrender. The spiritual master is the manifested representation of the Supreme Lord 
because he receives and presents the instructions of the Lord, as they are, by disciplic 
succession. It is described in Bhagavad-gUd that the teachings therein should be received 
by disciplic succession, otherwise there is adulteration. To act under the direction of a 
bona fide spiritual master with a motive to satisfy the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
is pure devotional service. But if one has a motive for personal sense gratification, his 
devotional service is manifested differently. Such a man may be violent, proud, envious 
and angry, and his interests are separate from the Lord's. 

One who approaches the Supreme Lord to render devotional service, but who is proud 
of his personality, envious of others or vengeful, is in the mode of anger. He thinks that 
he is the best devotee. Devotional service executed in this way is not pure; it is mixed 
and is of the lowest grade, tdmasah. Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura advises that a 
Vaisnava who is not of good character should be avoided. A Vaisnava is one who has 
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taken the Supreme Personality of Godhead as the ultimate goal of life, but if one is not 
pure and still has motives, then he is not a Vaisnava of the first order of good character. 
One may offer his respects to such a Vaisnava because he has accepted the Supreme 
Lord as the ultimate goal of life, but one should not keep company with a Vaisnava who 
is in the mode of ignorance. 

SB 3.29.9 

TEXT 9 

’jsrreira: h miH: ii ii 

visaydn abhisandhaya 
yasa aisvaryam eva vd 
arcdddv arcayed yo mdrh 
prthag-bhdvah sa rdjasah 

SYNONYMS 

visaydn —sense objects; abhisandhdya —aiming at; yasah —fame; aisvaryam —opulence; 
eva —indeed; va—or; arcd-ddau —in worship of the Deity and so on; arcayet —may 
worship; yah —he who; mam—Me; prthak-bhdvah —a separatist; sah —he; rdjasah —in 
the mode of passion. 


TRANSLATION 

The worship of Deities in the temple by a separatist, with a motive for material 
enjoyment, fame and opulence, is devotion in the mode of passion. 

PURPORT 

The word "separatist" must be understood carefully. The Sanskrit words in this 
connection are bhinna-drk and prthag-bhdvah. A separatist is one who sees his interest as 
separate from that of the Supreme Lord. Mixed devotees, or devotees in the modes of 
passion and ignorance, think that the interest of the Supreme Lord is supplying the 
orders of the devotee; the interest of such devotees is to draw from the Lord as much as 
possible for their sense gratification. This is the separatist mentality. Actually, pure 
devotion is explained in the previous chapter: the mind of the Supreme Lord and the 


596 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 







mind of the devotee should be dovetailed. A devotee should not wish anything but to 
execute the desire of the Supreme. That is oneness. When the devotee has an interest or 
will different from the interest of the Supreme Lord, his mentality is that of a separatist. 
When the so-called devotee desires material enjoyment, without reference to the 
interest of the Supreme Lord, or he wants to become famous or opulent by utilizing the 
mercy or grace of the Supreme Lord, he is in the mode of passion. 

Mayavadis, however, interpret this word "separatist" in a different way. They say that 
while worshiping the Lord, one should think himself one with the Supreme Lord. This is 
another adulterated form of devotion within the modes of material nature. The 
conception that the living entity is one with the Supreme is in the mode of ignorance. 
Oneness is actually based on oneness of interest. A pure devotee has no interest but to 
act on behalf of the Supreme Lord. When one has even a tinge of personal interest, his 
devotion is mixed with the three modes of material nature. 

SB 3.29.10 

TEXT 10 

oH II II 

karma-nirhdram uddisya 
parasmin vd tad-arpanam 
yajed yastavyam iti vd 
prthag-bhdvah sa sdttvikah 

SYNONYMS 

karma —fruitive activities; nirhdram —freeing himself from; uddisya —with the purpose 
of; parasmin —to the Supreme Personality of Godhead; vd —or; tat-arpanam —offering 
the result of activities; yajet —may worship; yastavyam —to be worshiped; iti —thus; vd — 
or; prthak-bhdvah —separatist; sah —he; sdttvikah —in the mode of goodness. 

TRANSLATION 

When a devotee worships the Supreme Personality of Godhead and offers the results of 
his activities in order to free himself from the inebrieties of fruitive activities, his 
devotion is in the mode of goodness. 
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PURPORT 


The brdhmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas and sudras, along with the brahmacdrls, grhasthas, 
vdnaprasthas and sannydsls, are the members of the eight divisions of varnas and 
dsramas, and they have their respective duties to perform for the satisfaction of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. When such activities are performed and the results 
are offered to the Supreme Lord, they are called karmdrpanam, duties performed for the 
satisfaction of the Lord. If there is any inebriety or fault, it is atoned for by this offering 
process. But if this offering process is in the mode of goodness rather than in pure 
devotion, then the interest is different. The four dsramas and the four varnas act for 
some benefit in accordance with their personal interests. Therefore such activities are in 
the mode of goodness; they cannot be counted in the category of pure devotion. Pure 
devotional service as described by Rupa Gosvami is free from all material desires. 
Anydbhildsitd-sunyam IGc. Madhya 19.167]. There can be no excuse for personal or 
material interest. Devotional activities should be transcendental to fruitive activities 
and empiric philosophical speculation. Pure devotional service is transcendental to all 
material qualities. 

Devotional service in the modes of ignorance, passion and goodness can be divided into 
eighty-one categories. There are different devotional activities, such as hearing, 
chanting, remembering, worshiping, offering prayer, rendering service and surrendering 
everything, and each of them can be divided into three qualitative categories. There is 
hearing in the mode of passion, in the mode of ignorance and in the mode of goodness. 
Similarly, there is chanting in the mode of ignorance, passion and goodness, etc. Three 
multiplied by nine equals twenty-seven, and when again multiplied by three it becomes 
eighty-one. One has to transcend all such mixed materialistic devotional service in order 
to reach the standard of pure devotional service, as explained in the next verses. 

SB 3.29.11, SB 3.29.12, SB 3.29.11-12 

TEXTS 11-12 

II •?? II 

3|§,^+>|o4|c|(^d| ^ vipp: II || 

mad-guna-sruti-mdtrena 
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mayi sarva-guhdsaye 
mano-gatir avicchinnd 
yathd gangdmbhaso 'mbudhau 

laksanarh bhakti-yogasya 
nirgunasya hy uddhrtam 
ahaituky avyavahitd 
yd bhaktih purusottame 

SYNONYMS 

mat —of Me; guna —qualities; sruti —by hearing; mdtrena —just; mayi —towards Me; 
sarva-guhd-dsaye —residing in everyone's heart; manah-gatih —the heart's course; 
avicchinnd —continuous; yathd —as; gangd —of the Ganges; ambhasah —of the water; 
ambudhau —towards the ocean; laksanam —the manifestation; bhakti-yogasya —of 
devotional service; nirgunasya —unadulterated; hi —indeed; uddhrtam —exhibited; 
ahaitukl —causeless; avyavahitd —not separated; yd —which; bhaktih —devotional 
service; purusa-uttame —towards the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

TRANSLATION 

The manifestation of unadulterated devotional service is exhibited when one's mind is at 
once attracted to hearing the transcendental name and qualities of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, who is residing in everyone's heart. Just as the water of the 
Ganges flows naturally down towards the ocean, such devotional ecstasy, uninterrupted 
by any material condition, flows towards the Supreme Lord. 

PURPORT 

The basic principle of this unadulterated, pure devotional service is love of Godhead. 
Mad-guna-sruti-mdtrena means "just after hearing about the transcendental qualities of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead." These qualities are called nirguna. The Supreme 
Lord is uncontaminated by the modes of material nature; therefore He is attractive to 
the pure devotee. There is no need to practice meditation to attain such attraction; the 
pure devotee is already in the transcendental stage, and the affinity between him and 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead is natural and is compared to the Ganges water 
flowing towards the sea. The flow of the Ganges water cannot be stopped by any 
condition; similarly, a pure devotee's attraction for the transcendental name, form and 
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pastimes of the Supreme Godhead cannot be stopped by any material condition. The 
word avicchinnd, "without interruptions," is very important in this connection. No 
material condition can stop the flow of the devotional service of a pure devotee. 

The word ahaitukl means "without reason." A pure devotee does not render loving 
service to the Personality of Godhead for any cause or for any benefit, material or 
spiritual. This is the first symptom of unalloyed devotion. Anydbhildsitd-sunyam: [Gc. 
Madhya 19.167] he has no desire to fulfill by rendering devotional service. Such 
devotional service is meant for the purusottama, the Supreme Personality, and not for 
anyone else. Sometimes pseudodevotees show devotion to many demigods, thinking the 
forms of the demigods to be the same as the Supreme Personality of Godhead's form. It is 
specifically mentioned herein, however, that bhakti, devotional service, is meant only 
for the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Narayana, Visnu, or Krsna, not for anyone 
else. 

Avyavahitd means "without cessation." A pure devotee must engage in the service of the 
Lord twenty-four hours a day, without cessation; his life is so molded that at every 
minute and every second he engages in some sort of devotional service to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Another meaning of the word avyavahitd is that the interest of 
the devotee and the interest of the Supreme Lord are on the same level. The devotee has 
no interest but to fulfill the transcendental desire of the Supreme Lord. Such 
spontaneous service unto the Supreme Lord is transcendental and is never 
contaminated by the material modes of nature. These are the symptoms of pure 
devotional service, which is free from all contamination of material nature. 

SB 3.29.13 

TEXT 13 

s(iWT ^ II n II 

sdlokya-sdrsti-sdmipya- 
sdrupyaikatvam apy uta 
dlyamdnarh na grhnanti 
vind mat-sevanam jandh 

SYNONYMS 

sdlokya —living on the same planet; sdrsti —having the same opulence; sdmipya —to be a 
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personal associate; sdrupya —having the same bodily features; ekatvam —oneness; api — 
also; uta —even; dlyamdnam —being offered; na —not; grhnanti —do accept; vind — 
without; mat —My; sevanam —devotional service; jandh —pure devotees. 

TRANSLATION 

A pure devotee does not accept any kind of liberation—salokya, sarsti, samipya, sarupya 
or ekatva—even though they are offered by the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

PURPORT 

Lord Caitanya teaches us how to execute pure devotional service out of spontaneous 
love for the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In the Siksdstaka, He prays to the Lord: 
"O Lord, I do not wish to gain from You any wealth, nor do I wish to have a beautiful 
wife, nor do I wish to have many followers. All I want from You is that in life after life I 
may remain a pure devotee at Your lotus feet." There is a similarity between the prayers 
of Lord Caitanya and the statements of Srlmad-Bhdgavatam. Lord Caitanya prays, "in 
life after life," indicating that a devotee does not even desire the cessation of birth and 
death. The yogis and empiric philosophers desire cessation of the process of birth and 
death, but a devotee is satisfied to remain even in this material world and execute 
devotional service. 

It is clearly stated herein that a pure devotee does not desire ekatva, oneness with the 
Supreme Lord, as desired by the impersonalists, the mental speculators and the 
meditators. To become one with the Supreme Lord is beyond the dream of a pure 
devotee. Sometimes he may accept promotion to the Vaikuntha planets to serve the 
Lord there, but he will never accept merging into the Brahman effulgence, which he 
considers worse than hellish. Such ekatva, or merging into the effulgence of the 
Supreme Lord, is called kaivalya, but the happiness derived from kaivalya is considered 
by the pure devotee to be hellish. The devotee is so fond of rendering service to the 
Supreme Lord that the five kinds of liberation are not important to him. If one is 
engaged in pure transcendental loving service to the Lord, it is understood that he has 
already achieved the five kinds of liberation. 

When a devotee is promoted to the spiritual world, Vaikuntha, he receives four kinds of 
facilities. One of these is sdlokya, living on the same planet as the Supreme Personality. 
The Supreme Person, in His different plenary expansions, lives on innumerable 
Vaikuntha planets, and the chief planet is Krsnaloka. Just as within the material 
universe the chief planet is the sun, in the spiritual world the chief planet is Krsnaloka. 
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From Krsnaloka, the bodily effulgence of Lord Krsna is distributed not only to the 
spiritual world but to the material world as well; it is covered by matter, however, in the 
material world. In the spiritual world there are innumerable Vaikuntha planets, and on 
each one the Lord is the predominating Deity. A devotee can be promoted to one such 
Vaikuntha planet to live with the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

In sdrsti liberation the opulence of the devotee is equal to the opulence of the Supreme 
Lord. Sdmlpya means to be a personal associate of the Supreme Lord. In sdrupya 
liberation the bodily features of the devotee are exactly like those of the Supreme 
Person but for two or three symptoms found exclusively on the transcendental body of 
the Lord. Srivatsa, for example, the hair on the chest of the Lord, particularly 
distinguishes Him from His devotees. 

A pure devotee does not accept these five kinds of spiritual existence, even if they are 
offered, and he certainly does not hanker after material benefits, which are all 
insignificant in comparison with spiritual benefits. When Prahlada Maharaja was 
offered some material benefit, he stated: "My Lord, I have seen that my father achieved 
all kinds of material benefits, and even the demigods were afraid of his opulence, but 
still, in a second. You have finished his life and all his material prosperity." For a devotee 
there is no question of desiring any material or spiritual prosperity. He simply aspires to 
serve the Lord. That is his highest happiness. 

SB 3.29.14 

TEXT 14 

II II 

sa eva bhakti-yogdkhya 
dtyantika uddhrtah 
yendtivrajya tri-gunam 
mad-bhdvdyopapadyate 

SYNONYMS 

sah —this; eva —indeed; bhakti-yoga —devotional service; dkhyah —called; dtyantikah — 
the highest platform; uddhrtah —explained; yena —by which; ativrajya —overcoming; tri- 
gunam —the three modes of material nature; mat-bhdvdya —to My transcendental stage; 
upapadyate —one attains. 
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TRANSLATION 


By attaining the highest platform of devotional service, as I have explained, one can 
overcome the influence of the three modes of material nature and be situated in the 
transcendental stage, as is the Lord. 


PURPORT 

Sripada Sahkaracarya, who is supposed to be the leader of the impersonalist school of 
philosophers, has admitted in the beginning of his comments on Bhagavad-gltd that 
Narayana, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is beyond the material creation; except 
for Him, everything is within the material creation. It is also confirmed in the Vedic 
literature that before the creation there was only Narayana; neither Lord Brahma nor 

A 

Lord Siva existed. Only Narayana, or the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Visnu, or 
Krsna, is always in the transcendental position, beyond the influence of material 
creation. 

The material qualities of goodness, passion and ignorance cannot affect the position of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead; therefore He is called nirguna (free from all tinges 
of material qualities). Here the same fact is confirmed by Lord Kapila: one who is 
situated in pure devotional service is transcendentally situated, as is the Lord. Just as the 
Lord is unaffected by the influence of the material modes, so too are His pure devotees. 
One who is not affected by the three modes of material nature is called a liberated soul, 
or brahma-bhuta soul [SB 430.20]. Brahma-bhutah prasanndtmd [Bg. 18.54] is the stage of 
liberation. Aharh brahmdsmi: "I am not this body." This is applicable only to the person 
who constantly engages in the devotional service of Krsna and is thus in the 
transcendental stage; he is above the influence of the three modes of material nature. 

It is the misconception of the impersonalists that one can worship any imaginary form 
of the Lord, or Brahman, and at the end merge in the Brahman effulgence. Of course, to 
merge into the bodily effulgence (Brahman) of the Supreme Lord is also liberation, as 
explained in the previous verse. Ekatva is also liberation, but that sort of liberation is 
never accepted by any devotee, for qualitative oneness is immediately attained as soon 
as one is situated in devotional service. For a devotee, that qualitative equality, which is 
the result of impersonal liberation, is already attained; he does not have to try for it 
separately. It is clearly stated here that simply by pure devotional service one becomes 
qualitatively as good as the Lord Himself. 

SB 3.29.15 

TEXT 15 
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5I#T HIRiI^'^uI II n II 


nisevitendnimittena 
sva-dharmena mahlyasd 
kriyd-yogena sastena 
ndtihimsrena nityasah 

SYNONYMS 

nisevitena —executed; animittena —without attachment to the result; sva-dharmena —by 
one's prescribed duties; mahlyasd —glorious; kriyd-yogena —by devotional activities; 
sastena —auspicious; na —without; atihirfisrena —excessive violence; nityasah —regularly. 

TRANSLATION 

A devotee must execute his prescribed duties, which are glorious, without material profit. 
Without excessive violence, one should regularly perform one's devotional activities. 

PURPORT 

One has to execute his prescribed duties according to his social position as a brdhmana, 
ksatriya, vaisya or sudra. The prescribed duties of the four classes of men in human 
society are also described in Bhagavad-gltd. The activities of brdhmanas are to control 
the senses and to become simple, clean, learned devotees. The ksatriyas have the spirit 
for ruling, they are not afraid on the battlefield, and they are charitable. The vaisyas, or 
the mercantile class of men, trade in commodities, protect cows and develop agricultural 
produce. The sudras, or laborer class, serve the higher classes because they themselves 
are not very intelligent. 

From every position, as confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd, sva-karmand tarn abhyarcya: IBg. 
18.46] one can serve the Supreme Lord by performing one's prescribed duty. It is not that 
only the brdhmanas can serve the Supreme Lord and not the sudras. Anyone can serve 
the Supreme Lord by performing his prescribed duties under the direction of a spiritual 
master, or representative of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. No one should think 
that his prescribed duties are inferior. A brdhmana can serve the Lord by using his 
intelligence, and the ksatriya can serve the Supreme Lord by using his military arts, just 
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as Arjuna served Krsna. Arjuna was a warrior; he had no time to study Vedanta or other 
highly intellectual books. The damsels in Vrajadhama were girls born of the vaisya class, 
and they engaged in protecting cows and producing agriculture. Krsna's foster father, 
Nanda Maharaja, and his associates were all vaisyas. They were not at all educated, but 
they could serve Krsna by loving Him and by offering everything to Him. Similarly, 
there are many instances in which candalas, or those lower than sudras, have served 
Krsna. Also, the sage Vidura was considered a sudra because his mother happened to be 
sudra. There are no distinctions, for it is declared by the Lord in Bhagavad-gita that 
anyone engaged specifically in devotional service is elevated to the transcendental 
position without a doubt. Everyone's prescribed duty is glorious if it is performed in 
devotional service of the Lord, without desire for profit. Such loving service must be 
performed without reason, without impediment, and spontaneously. Krsna is lovable, 
and one has to serve Him in whatever capacity one can. That is pure devotional service. 
Another significant phrase in this verse is ndtihimsrena ("with minimum violence or 
sacrifice of life"). Even if a devotee has to commit violence, it should not be done 
beyond what is necessary. Sometimes the question is put before us: "You ask us not to eat 
meat, but you are eating vegetables. Do you think that is not violence?" The answer is 
that eating vegetables is violence, and vegetarians are also committing violence against 
other living entities because vegetables also have life. Nondevotees are killing cows, 
goats and so many other animals for eating purposes, and a devotee, who is vegetarian, is 
also killing. But here, significantly, it is stated that every living entity has to live by 
killing another entity; that is the law of nature. Jivo jivasya jlvanam: one living entity is 
the life for another living entity. But for a human being, that violence should be 
committed only as much as necessary. 

A human being is not to eat anything which is not offered to the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. Yajna-sistdsinah santah: one becomes freed from all sinful reactions by 
eating foodstuffs which are offered to Yajna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. A 
devotee therefore eats only prasdda, or foodstuffs offered to the Supreme Lord, and 
Krsna says that when a devotee offers Him foodstuffs from the vegetable kingdom, with 
devotion. He eats that. A devotee is to offer to Krsna foodstuffs prepared from 
vegetables. If the Supreme Lord wanted foodstuffs prepared from animal food, the 
devotee could offer this, but He does not order to do that. 

We have to commit violence; that is a natural law. We should not, however, commit 
violence extravagantly, but only as much as ordered by the Lord. Arjuna engaged in the 
art of killing, and although killing is, of course, violence, he killed the enemy simply on 
Krsna's order. In the same way, if we commit violence as it is necessary, by the order of 
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the Lord, that is called ndtihimsd. We cannot avoid violence, for we are put into a 
conditional life in which we have to commit violence, but we should not commit more 
violence than necessary or than ordered by the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

SB 3.29.16 

TEXT 16 

^ II II 

mad-dhisnya-darsana-sparsa- 
pujd-stuty-abhivandanaih 
bhutesu mad-bhdvanayd 
sattvendsangamena ca 

SYNONYMS 

mat —My; dhisnya —statue; darsana —seeing; sparsa —touching; pujd —worshiping; 
stuti —praying to; abhivandanaih —by offering obeisances; bhutesu —in all living entities; 
mat —of Me; bhdvanayd —with thought; sattvena —by the mode of goodness; 
asangamena —with detachment; ca—and. 

TRANSLATION 

The devotee should regularly see My statues in the temple, touch My lotus feet and offer 
worshipable paraphernalia and prayer. He should see in the spirit of renunciation, from 
the mode of goodness, and see every living entity as spiritual. 

PURPORT 

Temple worship is one of the duties of a devotee. It is especially recommended for 
neophytes, but those who are advanced should not refrain from temple worship. There is 
a distinction in the manner a neophyte and an advanced devotee appreciate the Lord's 
presence in the temple. A neophyte considers the arcd-vigraha (the statue of the Lord) 
to be different from the original Personality of Godhead; he considers it a 
representation of the Supreme Lord in the form of a Deity. But an advanced devotee 
accepts the Deity in the temple as the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He does not see 
any difference between the original form of the Lord and the statue, or area form of the 
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Lord, in the temple. This is the vision of a devotee whose devotional service is in the 
highest stage of bhdva, or love of Godhead, whereas a neophyte's worship in the temple 
is a matter of routine duty. 

Temple Deity worship is one of the functions of a devotee. He goes regularly to see the 
Deity nicely decorated, and with veneration and respect he touches the lotus feet of the 
Lord and presents offerings of worship, such as fruits, flowers and prayers. At the same 
time, to advance in devotional service, a devotee should see other living entities as 
spiritual sparks, parts and parcels of the Supreme Lord. A devotee is to offer respect to 
every entity that has a relationship with the Lord. Because every living entity originally 
has a relationship with the Lord as part and parcel, a devotee should try to see all living 
entities on the same equal level of spiritual existence. As stated in Bhagavad-gita, a 
pandita, one who is learned, sees equally a very learned brdhmana, a sudra, a hog, a dog 
and a cow. He does not see the body, which is only an outward dress. He does not see the 
dress of a brdhmana, or that of a cow or of a hog. He sees the spiritual spark, part and 
parcel of the Supreme Lord. If a devotee does not see every living entity as part and 
parcel of the Supreme Lord, he is considered prdkrta-bhakta, a materialistic devotee. He 
is not completely situated on the spiritual platform; rather, he is in the lowest stage of 
devotion. He does, however, show all respect to the Deity. 

Although a devotee sees all living entities on the level of spiritual existence, he is not 
interested in associating with everyone. Simply because a tiger is part and parcel of the 
Supreme Lord does not mean that we embrace him because of his spiritual relationship 
with the Supreme Lord. We must associate only with persons who have developed Krsna 
consciousness. 

We should befriend and offer special respect to persons who are developed in Krsna 
consciousness. Other living entities are undoubtedly part and parcel of the Supreme 
Lord, but because their consciousness is still covered and not developed in Krsna 
consciousness, we should renounce their association. It is said by Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura that even if one is a Vaisnava, if he is not of good character his company 
should be avoided, although he may be offered the respect of a Vaisnava. Anyone who 
accepts Visnu as the Supreme Personality of Godhead is accepted as a Vaisnava, but a 
Vaisnava is expected to develop all the good qualities of the demigods. 

The exact meaning of the word sattvena is given by Sridhara Svami as being synonymous 
with dhairyena, or patience. One must perform devotional service with great patience. 
One should not give up the execution of devotional service because one or two attempts 

A 

have not been successful. One must continue. Sri Rupa Gosvami also confirms that one 
should be very enthusiastic and execute devotional service with patience and 
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confidence. Patience is necessary for developing the confidence that "Krsna will 
certainly accept me because 1 am engaging in devotional service." One has only to 
execute service according to the rules and regulations to insure success. 

SB 3.29.17 

TEXT 17 

W ({iHHIM-i+iMiii I 

^ ^ ^ II II 

mahatdm bahu-mdnena 
dindndm anukampayd 
maitryd caivdtma-tulyesu 
yamena niyamena ca 

SYNONYMS 

mahatdm —to the great souls; bahu-mdnena —with great respect; dindndm —to the poor; 
anukampayd —with compassion; maitryd —with friendship; ca—also; eva —certainly; 
dtma-tulyesu —to persons who are equals; yamena —with control of the senses; 
niyamena —with regulation; ca—and. 

TRANSLATION 

The pure devotee should execute devotional service by giving the greatest respect to the 
spiritual master and the acaryas. He should be compassionate to the poor and make 
friendship with persons who are his equals, but all his activities should be executed under 
regulation and with control of the senses. 

PURPORT 

In Bhagavad-gitd, Thirteenth Chapter, it is clearly stated that one should execute 
devotional service and advance on the path of spiritual knowledge by accepting the 
dcdrya. Acdryopdsanam: one should worship an dcdrya, a spiritual master who knows 
things as they are. The spiritual master must be in the disciplic succession from Krsna. 
The predecessors of the spiritual master are his spiritual master, his grand spiritual 
master, his great-grand spiritual master and so on, who form the disciplic succession of 
dcdryas. 
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It is recommended herewith that all the dcdryas be given the highest respect. It is stated, 
gurusu nara-matih. Gurusu means "unto the dcdryas," and nara-matih means "thinking 
like a common man." To think of the Vaisnavas, the devotees, as belonging to a 
particular caste or community, to think of the dcdryas as ordinary men or to think of the 
Deity in the temple as being made of stone, wood or metal, is condemned. Niyamena: 
one should offer the greatest respect to the dcdryas according to the standard 
regulations. A devotee should also be compassionate to the poor. This does not refer to 
those who are poverty-stricken materially. According to devotional vision, a man is poor 
if he is not in Krsna consciousness. A man may be very rich materially, but if he is not 
Krsna conscious, he is considered poor. On the other hand, many dcdryas, such as Rupa 
Gosvami and Sanatana Gosvami, used to live beneath trees every night. Superficially it 
appeared that they were poverty-stricken, but from their writings we can understand 
that in spiritual life they were the richest personalities. 

A devotee shows compassion to those poor souls who are wanting in spiritual knowledge 
by enlightening them in order to elevate them to Krsna consciousness. That is one of 
the duties of a devotee. He should also make friendship with persons who are on an 
equal level with himself or who have the same understanding that he does. For a 
devotee, there is no point in making friendships with ordinary persons; he should make 
friendship with other devotees so that by discussing among themselves, they may elevate 
one another on the path of spiritual understanding. This is called ista-gosthl. 

In Bhagavad-gltd there is reference to bodhayantah parasparam, "discussing among 
themselves." Generally pure devotees utilize their valuable time in chanting and 
discussing various activities of Lord Krsna or Lord Caitanya amongst themselves. There 
are innumerable books, such as the purdnas, Mahdbhdrata, Bhdgavatam, Bhagavad-gltd 
and Upanisads, which contain countless subjects for discussion among two devotees or 
more. Friendship should be cemented between persons with mutual interests and 
understanding. Such persons are said to be sva jdti, "of the same caste." The devotee 
should avoid a person whose character is not fixed in the standard understanding; even 
though he may be a Vaisnava, or a devotee of Krsna, if his character is not correctly 
representative, then he should be avoided. One should steadily control the senses and 
the mind and strictly follow the rules and regulations, and he should make friendship 
with persons of the same standard. 

SB 3.29.18 

TEXT 18 
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^ II II 


ddhydtmikdnusravandn 
ndma-sankirtandc ca me 
drjavendrya-sangena 
niraharikriyayd tathd 

SYNONYMS 

ddhydtmika —spiritual matters; anusravandt —from hearing; ndma-sanklrtandt —from 
chanting the holy name; ca—and; me—My; drjavena —with straightforward behavior; 
drya-sangena —with association of saintly persons; niraharikriyayd —without false ego; 
tathd —thus. 


TRANSLATION 

A devotee should always try to hear about spiritual matters and should always utilize his 
time in chanting the holy name of the Lord. His behavior should always be 
straightforward and simple, and although he is not envious but friendly to everyone, he 
should avoid the company of persons who are not spiritually advanced. 

PURPORT 

In order to advance in spiritual understanding, one has to hear from authentic sources 
about spiritual knowledge. One can understand the reality of spiritual life by following 
strict regulative principles and by controlling the senses. To have control it is necessary 
that one be nonviolent and truthful, refrain from stealing, abstain from sex life and 
possess only that which is absolutely necessary for keeping the body and soul together. 
One should not eat more than necessary, he should not collect more paraphernalia than 
necessary, he should not talk unnecessarily with common men, and he should not follow 
the rules and regulations without purpose. He should follow the rules and regulations so 
that he may actually make advancement. 

There are eighteen qualifications mentioned in Bhagavad-gltd, among which is 
simplicity. One should be without pride; one should not demand unnecessary respect 
from others, and one should be nonviolent. Amdnitvam adambhitvam ahirhsd iBg. 13.8]. 
One should be very tolerant and simple, one should accept the spiritual master, and one 
should control the senses. These are mentioned here and in Bhagavad-gitd as well. One 
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should hear from authentic sources how to advance in spiritual life; such instructions 
should be taken from the dcdrya and should be assimilated. 

It is especially mentioned here, ndma-sankirtandc ca: one should chant the holy names 
of the Lord—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare 
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—either individually or with others. Lord Caitanya has 
given special stress to chanting of these holy names of the Lord as the basic principle of 
spiritual advancement. Another word used here is drjavena, meaning "without 
diplomacy." A devotee should not make plans out of self-interest. Of course, preachers 
sometimes have to make some plan to execute the mission of the Lord under proper 
guidance, but regarding personal self-interest, a devotee should always be without 
diplomacy, and he should avoid the company of persons who are not advancing in 
spiritual life. Another word is drya. Aryans are persons who are advancing in knowledge 
of Krsna consciousness as well as in material prosperity. The difference between the 
Aryan and non-Aryan, the sura and asura, is in their standards of spiritual 
advancement. Association with persons who are not spiritually advanced is forbidden. 
Lord Caitanya advised, asat-sariga-tydga: one should avoid persons who are attached to 
the temporary. Asat is one who is too materially attached, who is not a devotee of the 
Lord and who is too attached to women or enjoyable material things. Such a person, 
according to Vaisnava philosophy, is a persona non grata. 

A devotee should not be proud of his acquisitions. The symptoms of a devotee are 
meekness and humility. Although spiritually very advanced, he will always remain meek 
and humble, as Kaviraja Gosvami and all the other Vaisnavas have taught us by personal 
example. Caitanya Mahaprabhu taught that one should be humbler than the grass on 
the street and more tolerant than the tree. One should not be proud or falsely puffed up. 
In this way one will surely advance in spiritual life. 

SB 3.29.19 

TEXT 19 

31RR: I 

ft ii 

mad-dharmano gunair etaih 
parisamsuddha dsayah 
purusasydnjasdbhyeti 
sruta-mdtra-gunarh hi mdm 
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SYNONYMS 


mat-dharmanah —of My devotee; gunaih —with the attributes; etaih —these; 
parisariisuddhah —completely purified; dsayah —consciousness; purusasya —of a person; 
anjasd —instantly; abhyeti —approaches; sruta —by hearing; mdtra —simply; gunam — 
quality; hi —certainly; mdm —Me. 


TRANSLATION 

When one is fully qualified with all these transcendental attributes and his consciousness 
is thus completely purified, he is immediately attracted simply by hearing My name or 
hearing of My transcendental quality. 


PURPORT 

In the beginning of this instruction, the Lord explained to His mother that mad-guna- 
sruti-mdtrena, simply by hearing of the name, quality, form, etc., of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, one is immediately attracted. A person becomes fully qualified 
with all transcendental qualities by following the rules and regulations, as recommended 
in different scriptures. We have developed certain unnecessary qualities by material 
association, and by following the above process we become free from that 
contamination. To develop transcendental qualities, as explained in the previous verse, 
one must become free from these contaminated qualities. 

SB 3.29.20 

TEXT 20 

^ % 3IHHH|2|+|R ^11 II 

yathd vdta-ratho ghrdnam 
dvrnkte gandha dsaydt 
evarh yoga-ratarh ceta 
dtmdnam avikdri yat 

SYNONYMS 

yathd —as; vdta —of air; rathah —the chariot; ghrdnam —sense of smell; dvrnkte — 
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catches; gandhah —aroma; dsaydt —from the source; evam —similarly; yoga-ratam — 
engaged in devotional service; cetah —consciousness; dtmdnam —the Supreme Soul; 
avikdri —unchanging; yat —which. 


TRANSLATION 

As the chariot of air carries an aroma from its source and immediately catches the sense 
of smell, similarly, one who constantly engages in devotional service, in Krsna 
consciousness, can catch the Supreme Soul, who is equally present everywhere. 

PURPORT 

As a breeze carrying a pleasant fragrance from a garden of flowers at once captures the 
organ of smell, so one's consciousness, saturated with devotion, can at once capture the 
transcendental existence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who, in His 
Paramatma feature, is present everywhere, even in the heart of every living being. It is 
stated in Bhagavad-gitd that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is ksetra jna, present 
within this body, but He is also simultaneously present in every other body. Since the 
individual soul is present only in a particular body, he is altered when another 
individual soul does not cooperate with him. The Supersoul, however, is equally present 
everywhere. Individual souls may disagree, but the Supersoul, being equally present in 
every body, is called unchanging, or avikdri. The individual soul, when fully saturated 
with Krsna consciousness, can understand the presence of the Supersoul. It is confirmed 
in Bhagavad-gitd that (bhaktyd mdm abhijdndti iBg. 18.55]) a person saturated with 
devotional service in full Krsna consciousness can understand the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, either as Supersoul or as the Supreme Person. 

SB 3.29.21 

TEXT 21 

^ II =?? II 

aharh sarvesu bhutesu 
bhutdtmdvasthitah sadd 
tarn avajndya mdrh martyah 
kurute 'rcd-vidambanam 
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SYNONYMS 


aham —I; sarvesu —in all; bhutesu —living entities; bhuta-dtmd —the Supersoul in all 
beings; avasthitah —situated; sadd —always; tam —that Supersoul; avajfidya — 
disregarding; mdm —Me; martyah —a mortal man; kurute —performs; arcd —of worship 
of the Deity; vidambanam —imitation. 

TRANSLATION 

I am present in every living entity as the Supersoul. If someone neglects or disregards 
that Supersoul everywhere and engages himself in the worship of the Deity in the temple, 
that is simply imitation. 


PURPORT 

In purified consciousness, or Krsna consciousness, one sees the presence of Krsna 
everywhere. If, therefore, one only engages in Deity worship in the temple and does not 
consider other living entities, then he is in the lowest grade of devotional service. One 
who worships the Deity in the temple and does not show respect to others is a devotee 
on the material platform, in the lowest stage of devotional service. A devotee should try 
to understand everything in relationship with Krsna and try to serve everything in that 
spirit. To serve everything means to engage everything in the service of Krsna. If a 
person is innocent and does not know his relationship with Krsna, an advanced devotee 
should try to engage him in the service of Krsna. One who is advanced in Krsna 
consciousness can engage not only the living being but everything in the service of 
Krsna. 

SB 3.29.22 

TEXT 22 

II II 

yo mdrh sarvesu bhutesu 
santam dtmdnam Isvaram 
hitvdrcdrfi bhajate maudhydd 
bhasmany eva juhoti sah 
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SYNONYMS 


yah —one who; mam —Me; sarvesu —in all; bhutesu —living entities; santam —being 
present; dtmdnam —the Paramatma; Isvaram —the Supreme Lord; hitvd —disregarding; 
arcdm —the Deity; bhajate —worships; maudhydt —because of ignorance; bhasmani — 
into ashes; eva —only; juhoti —offers oblations; sah —he. 

TRANSLATION 

One who worships the Deity of Godhead in the temples but does not know that the 
Supreme Lord, as Paramatma, is situated in every living entity's heart, must be in 
ignorance and is compared to one who offers oblations into ashes. 

PURPORT 

It is stated clearly herein that the Supreme Personality of Godhead, in His plenary 
expansion of Supersoul, is present in all living entities. The living entities have 
8,400,000 different kinds of bodies, and the Supreme Personality of Godhead is living in 
every body both as the individual soul and as the Supersoul. Since the individual soul is 
part and parcel of the Supreme Lord, in that sense the Lord is living in every body, and, 
as Supersoul, the Lord is also present as a witness. In both cases the presence of God in 
every living entity is essential. Therefore persons who profess to belong to some religious 
sect but who do not feel the presence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead in every 
living entity, and everywhere else, are in the mode of ignorance. 

If, without this preliminary knowledge of the Lord's omnipresence, one simply attaches 
himself to the rituals in a temple, church or mosque, it is as if he were offering butter 
into ashes rather than into the fire. One offers sacrifices by pouring clarified butter into 
a fire and chanting Vedic mantras, but even if there are Vedic mantras and all 
conditions are favorable, if the clarified butter is poured on ashes, then such a sacrifice 
will be useless. In other words, a devotee should not ignore any living entity. The 
devotee must know that in every living entity, however insignificant he may be, even in 
an ant, God is present, and therefore every living entity should be kindly treated and 
should not be subjected to any violence. In modern civilized society, slaughterhouses are 
regularly maintained and supported by a certain type of religious principle. But without 
knowledge of the presence of God in every living entity, any so-called advancement of 
human civilization, either spiritual or material, is to be understood as being in the mode 
of ignorance. 
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TEXT 23 


SB 3.29.23 


^ »R: ^nf^PJ^sfrl II II 

dvisatah para-kdye mam 
mdnino bhinna-darsinah 
bhutesu baddha-vairasya 
na manah sdntim rcchati 

SYNONYMS 

dvisatah —of one who is envious; para-kdye —towards the body of another; mam—unto 
Me; mdninah —offering respect; bhinna-darsinah —of a separatist; bhutesu —towards 
living entities; baddha-vairasya —of one who is inimical; na —not; manah —the mind; 
sdntim —peace; rcchati —attains. 


TRANSLATION 

One who offers Me respect but is envious of the bodies of others and is therefore a 
separatist never attains peace of mind, because of his inimical behavior towards other 
living entities. 


PURPORT 

In this verse, two phrases, bhutesu baddha-vairasya ("inimical towards others") and 
dvisatah para-kdye ("envious of another's body"), are significant. One who is envious of 
or inimical towards others never experiences any happiness. A devotee's vision, 
therefore, must be perfect. He should ignore bodily distinctions and should see only the 
presence of the part and parcel of the Supreme Lord, and the Lord Himself in His 
plenary expansion as Supersoul. That is the vision of a pure devotee. The bodily 
expression of a particular type of living entity is always ignored by the devotee. 

It is expressed herein that the Lord is always eager to deliver the conditioned souls, who 
have been encaged within material bodies. Devotees are expected to carry the message 
or desire of the Lord to such conditioned souls and enlighten them with Krsna 
consciousness. Thus they may be elevated to transcendental, spiritual life, and the 
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mission of their lives will be successful. Of course this is not possible for living entities 
who are lower than human beings, but in human society it is feasible that all living 
entities can be enlightened with Krsna consciousness. Even living entities who are lower 
than human can be raised to Krsna consciousness by other methods. For example, 

A 

Sivananda Sena, a great devotee of Lord Caitanya, delivered a dog by feeding him 
prasada. Distribution of prasada, or remnants of foodstuffs offered to the Lord, even to 
the ignorant masses of people and to animals, gives such living entities the chance for 
elevation to Krsna consciousness. Factually it happened that the same dog, when met by 
Lord Caitanya at Puri, was liberated from the material condition. 

It is especially mentioned here that a devotee must be free from all violence (jivdhimsd). 
Lord Caitanya has recommended that a devotee not commit violence to any living 
entity. Sometimes the question is raised that since vegetables also have life and devotees 
take vegetable foodstuffs, isn't that violence? Firstly, however, taking some leaves, twigs 
or fruit from a tree or plant does not kill the plant. Besides that, jivdhimsd means that 
since every living entity has to pass through a particular type of body according to his 
past karma, although every living entity is eternal, he should not be disturbed in his 
gradual evolution. A devotee has to execute the principles of devotional service exactly 
as they are, and he must know that however insignificant a living entity may be, the 
Lord is present within him. A devotee must realize this universal presence of the Lord. 

SB 3.29.24 

TEXT 24 

% II II 

aham uccdvacair dravyaih 
kriyayotpannaydnaghe 
naiva tusye 'rcito 'rcdydrh 
bhuta-grdmdvamdninah 

SYNONYMS 

aham —I; ucca-avacaih —with various; dravyaih —paraphernalia; kriyayd —by religious 
rituals; utpannayd —accomplished; anaghe —O sinless mother; na —not; eva —certainly; 
tusye —am pleased; arcitah —worshiped; arcdydm —in the Deity form; bhuta-grdma —to 
other living entities; avamdninah —with those who are disrespectful. 
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TRANSLATION 


My dear Mother, even if he worships with proper rituals and paraphernalia, a person who 
is ignorant of My presence in all living entities never pleases Me by the worship of My 
Deities in the temple. 


PURPORT 

There are sixty-four different prescriptions for worship of the Deity in the temple. 

There are many items offered to the Deity, some valuable and some less valuable. It is 
prescribed in Bhagavad-gltd: "If a devotee offers Me a small flower, a leaf, some water or 
a little fruit, I will accept it." The real purpose is to exhibit one's loving devotion to the 
Lord; the offerings themselves are secondary. If one has not developed loving devotion 
to the Lord and simply offers many kinds of foodstuffs, fruits and flowers without real 
devotion, the offering will not be accepted by the Lord. We cannot bribe the Personality 
of Godhead. He is so great that our bribery has no value. Nor has He any scarcity; since 
He is full in Himself, what can we offer Him? Everything is produced by Him. We simply 
offer to show our love and gratitude to the Lord. 

This gratitude and love for God is exhibited by a pure devotee, who knows that the Lord 
lives in every living entity. As such, temple worship necessarily includes distribution of 
prasada. It is not that one should create a temple in his private apartment or private 
room, offer something to the Lord, and then eat. Of course, that is better than simply 
cooking foodstuffs and eating without understanding one's relationship with the 
Supreme Lord; people who act in this manner are just like animals. But the devotee who 
wants to elevate himself to the higher level of understanding must know that the Lord is 
present in every living entity, and, as stated in the previous verse, one should be 
compassionate to other living entities. A devotee should worship the Supreme Lord, be 
friendly to persons who are on the same level and be compassionate to the ignorant. 

One should exhibit his compassion for ignorant living entities by distributing prasada. 
Distribution of prasada to the ignorant masses of people is essential for persons who 
make offerings to the Personality of Godhead. 

Real love and devotion is accepted by the Lord. Many valuable foodstuffs may be 
presented to a person, but if the person is not hungry, all such offerings are useless for 
him. Similarly, we may offer many valuable items to the Deity, but if we have no real 
sense of devotion and no real sense of the Lord's presence everywhere, then we are 
lacking in devotional service; in such a state of ignorance, we cannot offer anything 
acceptable to the Lord. 
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TEXT 25 


SB 3.29.25 


^ II II 

arcadav arcayet tavad 
Uvararh mdrh sva-karma-krt 
ydvan na veda sva-hrdi 
sarva-bhutesv avasthitam 

SYNONYMS 

arcd-ddau —beginning with worship of the Deity; arcayet —one should worship; tdvat — 
so long; Isvaram —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; mam—Me; sva —his own; 
karma —prescribed duties; krt —performing; ydvat —as long as; na —not; veda —he 
realizes; sva-hrdi —in his own heart; sarva-bhutesu —in all living entities; avasthitam — 
situated. 


TRANSLATION 

Performing his prescribed duties, one should worship the Deity of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead until one realizes My presence in his own heart and in the hearts 
of other living entities as well. 


PURPORT 

Worship of the Deity of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is prescribed herewith 
even for persons who are simply discharging their prescribed duties. There are 
prescribed duties for the different social classes of men—the brdhmanas, the vaisyas, the 
ksatriyas and the sudras —and for the different dsramas-brahmacarya, grhastha, 
vdnaprastha and sannydsa. One should worship the Deity of the Lord until one 
appreciates the presence of the Lord in every living entity. In other words, one should 
not be satisfied simply by discharging his duties properly; he must realize his relationship 
and the relationship of all other living entities with the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. If he does not understand this, then even though he discharges his prescribed 
duties properly, it is to be understood that he is simply laboring without profit. 
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The word sva-karma-krt in this verse is very significant. Sva-karma-krt is one who 
engages in discharging his prescribed duties. It is not that one who has become a devotee 
of the Lord or who engages in devotional service should give up his prescribed duties. No 
one should be lazy under the plea of devotional service. One has to execute devotional 
service according to his prescribed duties. Sva-karma-krt means that one should 
discharge the duties prescribed for him without neglect. 

SB 3.29.26 

TEXT 26 

^ II II 

dtmanas ca parasydpi 
yah karoty antarodaram 
tasya bhinna-drso mrtyur 
vidadhe bhayam ulbanam 

SYNONYMS 

dtmanah —of himself; ca —and; parasya —of another; api —also; yah —one who; karoti — 
discriminates; antard —between; udaram —the body; tasya —of him; bhinna-drsah — 
having a differential outlook; mrtyuh —as death; vidadhe —I cause; bhayam —fear; 
ulbanam —great. 


TRANSLATION 

As the blazing fire of death, I cause great fear to whoever makes the least discrimination 
between himself and other living entities because of a differential outlook. 

PURPORT 

There are bodily differentiations among all varieties of living entities, but a devotee 
should not distinguish between one living entity and another on such a basis; a devotee's 
outlook should be that both the soul and Supersoul are equally present in all varieties of 
living entities. 

SB 3.29.27 

TEXT 27 


620 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 










31ST m ’PCTH I 

^5i|||i|3H II II 


atha mdrh sarva-bhutesu 
bhutdtmdnarh krtdlayam 
arhayed ddna-mdndbhydrh 
maitrydbhinnena caksusd 

SYNONYMS 

atha —therefore; mdm —Me; sarva-bhutesu —in all creatures; bhuta-dtmdnam —the Self 
in all beings; krta-dlayam —abiding; arhayet —one should propitiate; ddna-mdndbhydm — 
through charity and respect; maitryd —through friendship; abhinnena —equal; caksusd — 
by viewing. 


TRANSLATION 

Therefore, through charitable gifts and attention, as well as through friendly behavior and 
by viewing all to be alike, one should propitiate Me, who abide in all creatures as their 
very Self. 


PURPORT 

It should not be misunderstood that because the Supersoul is dwelling within the heart 
of a living entity, the individual soul has become equal to Him. The equality of the 
Supersoul and the individual soul is misconceived by the impersonalist. Here it is 
distinctly mentioned that the individual soul should be recognized in relationship with 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The method of worshiping the individual soul is 
described here as either giving charitable gifts or behaving in a friendly manner, free 
from any separatist outlook. The impersonalist sometimes accepts a poor individual soul 
as being daridra-ndrdyana, meaning that Narayana, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, has become poor. This is a contradiction. The Supreme Personality of 
Godhead is full in all opulences. He can agree to live with a poor soul or even with an 
animal, but this does not make Him poor. 

There are two Sanskrit words used here, mdna and ddna. Mdna indicates a superior, and 
ddna indicates one who gives charitable gifts or is compassionate towards an inferior. 
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We cannot treat the Supreme Personality of Godhead as an inferior who is dependent 
on our charitable gifts. When we give charity, it is to a person who is inferior in his 
material or economic condition. Charity is not given to a rich man. Similarly, it is 
explicitly stated here that mdna, respect, is offered to a superior, and charity is offered to 
an inferior. The living entities, according to different results of fruitive activities, may 
become rich or poor, but the Supreme Personality of Godhead is unchangeable; He is 
always full in six opulences. Treating a living entity equally does not mean treating him 
as one would treat the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Compassion and friendliness 
do not necessitate falsely elevating someone to the exalted position of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. We should not, at the same time, misunderstand that the 
Supersoul situated in the heart of an animal like a hog and the Supersoul situated in the 
heart of a learned brdhmana are different. The Supersoul in all living entities is the 
same Supreme Personality of Godhead. By His omnipotency. He can live anywhere, and 
He can create His Vaikuntha situation everywhere. That is His inconceivable potency. 
Therefore, when Narayana is living in the heart of a hog. He does not become a hog- 
Narayana. He is always Narayana and is unaffected by the body of the hog. 

SB 3.29.28 

TEXT 28 

grT; JJFPJfT; I 
II 5'! II 

jlvdh sresthd hy ajlvdndrh 
tatah prdna-bhrtah subhe 
tatah sa-cittdh pravards 
tatas cendriya-vrttayah 

SYNONYMS 

jlvdh —living entities; sresthdh —better; hi —indeed; ajlvdndm —than inanimate objects; 
tatah —than them; prdna-bhrtah —entities with life symptoms; subhe —O blessed mother; 
tatah —than them; sa-cittdh —entities with developed consciousness; pravardh —better; 
tatah —than them; ca —and; indriya-vrttayah —those with sense perception. 

TRANSLATION 
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Living entities are superior to inanimate objects, O blessed mother, and among them, 
living entities who display life symptoms are better. Animals with developed 
consciousness are better than them, and better still are those who have developed sense 
perception. 


PURPORT 

In the previous verse it was explained that living entities should be honored by 
charitable gifts and friendly behavior, and in this verse and in the following verses, the 
description of different grades of living entities is given so that one can know when to 
behave friendly and when to give charity. For example, a tiger is a living entity, part and 
parcel of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and the Supreme Lord is living in the 
heart of the tiger as Supersoul. But does this mean that we have to treat the tiger in a 
friendly manner? Certainly not. We have to treat him differently, giving him charity in 
the form of prasada. The many saintly persons in the jungles do not treat the tigers in a 
friendly way, but they supply prasada foodstuffs to them. The tigers come, take the food 
and go away, just as a dog does. According to the Vedic system, a dog is not allowed to 
enter the house. Because of their uncleanliness, cats and dogs are not allowed within the 
apartment of a gentleman, but are so trained that they stand outside. The compassionate 
householder will supply prasada to the dogs and cats, who eat outside and then go away. 
We must treat the lower living entities compassionately, but this does not mean that we 
have to treat them in the same way we treat other human beings. The feeling of equality 
must be there, but the treatment should be discriminating. Just how discrimination 
should be maintained is given in the following six verses concerning the different grades 
of living conditions. 

The first division is made between dead, stonelike matter and the living organism. A 
living organism is sometimes manifested even in stone. Experience shows that some hills 
and mountains grow. This is due to the presence of the soul within that stone. Above 
that, the next manifestation of the living condition is development of consciousness, 
and the next manifestation is the development of sense perception. In the Moksa- 
dharma section of the Mahdbhdrata it is stated that trees have developed sense 
perception; they can see and smell. We know by experience that trees can see. 

Sometimes in its growth a large tree changes its course of development to avoid some 
hindrances. This means that a tree can see, and according to Mahdbhdrata, a tree can 
also smell. This indicates the development of sense perception. 

SB 3.29.29 
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TEXT 29 


^ ^Kplcil || || 

tatrdpi sparsa-vedibhyah 
pravard rasa-vedinah 
tebhyo gandha-vidah sresthds 
tatah sabda-vido vardh 

SYNONYMS 

tatra —among them; api —moreover; sparsa-vedibhyah —than those perceiving touch; 
pravardh —better; rasa-vedinah —those perceiving taste; tebhyah —than them; gandha- 
vidah —those perceiving smell; sresthdh —better; tatah —than them; sabda-vidah —those 
perceiving sound; vardh —better. 


TRANSLATION 

Among the living entities who have developed sense perception, those who have 
developed the sense of taste are better than those who have developed only the sense of 
touch. Better than them are those who have developed the sense of smell, and better still 
are those who have developed the sense of hearing. 

PURPORT 

Although Westerners accept that Darwin first expounded the doctrine of evolution, the 
science of anthropology is not new. The development of the evolutionary process was 
known long before from the Bhdgavatam, which was written five thousand years ago. 
There are records of the statements of Kapila Muni, who was present almost in the 
beginning of the creation. This knowledge has existed since the Vedic time, and all 
these sequences are disclosed in Vedic literature; the theory of gradual evolution or 
anthropology is not new to the Vedas. 

It is said here that amongst the trees there are also evolutionary processes; the different 
kinds of trees have touch perception. It is said that better than the trees are the fish 
because fish have developed the sense of taste. Better than the fish are the bees, who 
have developed the sense of smell, and better than them are the serpents because 
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serpents have developed the sense of hearing. In the darkness of night a snake can find 
its eatables simply by hearing the frog's very pleasant cry. The snake can understand, 
"There is the frog," and he captures the frog simply because of its sound vibration. This 
example is sometimes given for persons who vibrate sounds simply for death. One may 
have a very nice tongue that can vibrate sound like the frogs, but that kind of vibration 
is simply calling death. The best use of the tongue and of sound vibration is to chant 
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, 
Hare Hare. That will protect one from the hands of cruel death. 

SB 3.29.30 

TEXT 30 

^ II II 

rupa-bheda-vidas tatra 
tatas cobhayato-datah 
tesdrh bahu-paddh sresthds 
catus-pddas tato dvi-pdt 

SYNONYMS 

rupa-bheda —distinctions of form; vidah —those who perceive; tatra —than them; 
tatah —than them; ca—and; ubhayatah —in both jaws; datah —those with teeth; tesdm — 
of them; bahu-paddh —those who have many legs; sresthdh —better; catuh-pddah —four¬ 
legged; tatah —than them; dvi-pdt —two-legged. 

TRANSLATION 

Better than those living entities who can perceive sound are those who can distinguish 
between one form and another. Better than them are those who have developed upper and 
lower sets of teeth, and better still are those who have many legs. Better than them are 
the quadrupeds, and better still are the human beings. 

PURPORT 

It is said that certain birds, such as crows, can distinguish one form from another. Living 
entities that have many legs, like the wasp, are better than plants and grasses, which 
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have no legs. Four-legged animals are better than many-legged living entities, and better 
than the animals is the human being, who has only two legs. 

SB 3.29.31 

TEXT 31 

II ?? II 

tato varnds ca catvdras 
tesdrh brdhmana uttamah 
brdhmanesv api veda-jno 
hy artha-jno 'bhyadhikas tatah 

SYNONYMS 

tatah —among them; varndh —classes; ca —and; catvdrah —four; tesdm —of them; 
brdhmanah —a brdhmana; uttamah —best; brdhmanesu —among the brdhmanas; api — 
moreover; veda —the Vedas; jnah —one who knows; hi —certainly; artha —the purpose; 
jnah —one who knows; abhyadhikah —better; tatah —than him. 

TRANSLATION 

Among human beings, the society which is divided according to quality and work is best, 
and in that society, the intelligent men, who are designated as brahmanas, are best. 

Among the brahmanas, one who has studied the Vedas is the best, and among the 
brahmanas who have studied the Vedas, one who knows the actual purport of Veda is the 
best. 


PURPORT 

The system of four classifications in human society according to quality and work is very 
scientific. This system of brdhmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas and sudras has now become 
vitiated as the present caste system in India, but it appears that this system has been 
current a very long time, since it is mentioned in Srimad-Bhdgavatam and Bhagavad-gUd. 
Unless there is such a division of the social orders in human society, including the 
intelligent class, the martial class, the mercantile class and the laborer class, there is 
always confusion as to who is to work for what purpose. A person trained to the stage of 
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understanding the Absolute Truth is a brdhmana, and when such a brdhmana is vedajna, 
he understands the purpose of Veda. The purpose of Veda is to understand the Absolute. 
One who understands the Absolute Truth in three phases, namely Brahman, Paramatma 
and Bhagavan, and who understands the term Bhagavdn to mean the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, is considered to be the best of the brdhmanas, or a Vaisnava. 

SB 3.29.32 

TEXT 32 

II II 

artha-jndt sarhsaya-cchettd 
tatah sreydn sva-karma-krt 
mukta-safigas tato bhuydn 
adogdhd dharmam dtmanah 

SYNONYMS 

artha-jndt —than one who knows the purpose of the Vedas; sarhsaya —doubts; chettd — 
one who cuts off; tatah —than him; sreydn —better; sva-karma —his prescribed duties; 
krt —one who executes; mukta-sangah —liberated from material association; tatah —than 
him; bhuydn —better; adogdhd —not executing; dharmam —devotional service; 
dtmanah —for himself. 


TRANSLATION 

Better than the brahmana who knows the purpose of the Vedas is he who can dissipate all 
doubts, and better than him is one who strictly follows the brahminical principles. Better 
than him is one who is liberated from all material contamination, and better than him is a 
pure devotee, who executes devotional service without expectation of reward. 

PURPORT 

Artha jna brdhmana refers to one who has made a thorough analytical study of the 
Absolute Truth and who knows that the Absolute Truth is realized in three different 
phases, namely Brahman, Paramatma and Bhagavan. If someone not only has this 
knowledge but is able to clear all doubts if questioned about the Absolute Truth, he is 
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considered better. Further, there may be a learned brdhmana-Vaisnava who can explain 
clearly and eradicate all doubts, but if he does not follow the Vaisriava principles, then 
he is not situated on a higher level. One must be able to clear all doubts and 
simultaneously be situated in the brahminical characteristics. Such a person, who knows 
the purpose of the Vedic injunctions, who can employ the principles laid down in the 
Vedic literatures and who teaches his disciples in that way, is called an dcdrya. The 
position of an dcdrya is that he executes devotional service with no desire for elevation 
to a higher position of life. 

The highest perfectional brdhmana is the Vaimava. A Vaimava who knows the science 
of the Absolute Truth but is not able to preach such knowledge to others is described as 
being in the lower stage, one who not only understands the principles of the science of 
God but can also preach is in the second stage, and one who not only can preach but 
who also sees everything in the Absolute Truth and the Absolute Truth in everything is 
in the highest class of Vaisnavas. It is mentioned here that a Vaisnava is already a 
brdhmana; in fact, the highest stage of brahminical perfection is reached when one 
becomes a Vaisnava. 

SB 3.29.33 

TEXT 33 

^ I# I 

tasmdn mayy arpitdsesa- 
kriydrthdtmd nirantarah 
mayy arpitdtmanah purhso 
mayi sannyasta-karmanah 
na pasydmi pararh bhutam 
akartuh sama-darsandt 

SYNONYMS 

tasmdt —than him; mayi —unto Me; arpita —offered; asesa —all; kriyd —actions; artha — 
wealth; dtmd —life, soul; nirantarah —without cessation; mayi —unto Me; arpita — 
offered; dtmanah —whose mind; purnsah —than a person; mayi —unto Me; sannyasta — 
dedicated; karmanah —whose activities; na —not; pasydmi —I see; param —greater; 
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bhutam —living entity; akartuh —without proprietorship; sama —same; darsanat —whose 
vision. 


TRANSLATION 

Therefore I do not find a greater person than he who has no interest outside of Mine and 
who therefore engages and dedicates all his activities and all his life—everything—unto 
Me without cessation. 


PURPORT 

In this verse the word sama-darsandt means that he no longer has any separate interest; 
the devotee's interest and the Supreme Personality of Godhead's interest are one. For 
example, Lord Caitanya, in the role of a devotee, also preached the same philosophy. He 
preached that Krsna is the worshipful Lord, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and 
that the interest of His pure devotees is the same as His own. 

Sometimes Mayavadi philosophers, due to a poor fund of knowledge, define the word 
sama-darsandt to mean that a devotee should see himself as one with the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. This is foolishness. When one thinks himself one with the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, there is no question of serving Him. When there is 
service, there must be a master. Three things must be present for there to be service: the 
master, the servant and the service. Here it is clearly stated that he who has dedicated 
his life, all his activities, his mind and his soul—everything—for the satisfaction of the 
Supreme Lord, is considered to be the greatest person. 

The word akartuh means "without any sense of proprietorship." Everyone wants to act as 
the proprietor of his actions so that he can enjoy the result. A devotee, however, has no 
such desire; he acts because the Personality of Godhead wants him to act in a particular 
way. He has no personal motive. When Lord Caitanya preached Krsna consciousness, it 
was not with the purpose that people would call Him Krsna, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead; rather. He preached that Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead and 
should be worshiped as such. A devotee who is a most confidential servant of the Lord 
never does anything for his personal account, but does everything for the satisfaction of 
the Supreme Lord. It is clearly stated, therefore, mayi sannyasta-karmanah: the devotee 
works, but he works for the Supreme. It is also stated, mayy arpitdtmanah: "He gives his 
mind unto Me." These are the qualifications of a devotee, who, according to this verse, is 
accepted as the highest of all human beings. 

SB 3.29.34 
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TEXT 34 


5rt§l^ HJNIPIRI II 98 II 

manasaitdni bhutdni 
pranamed bahu-mdnayan 
Isvaro jlva-kalayd 
pravisto bhagavdn iti 

SYNONYMS 

manasd —with the mind; etdni —to these; bhutdni —living entities; pranamet —he offers 
respects; bahu-mdnayan —showing regard; Isvarah —the controller; jlva —of the living 
entities; kalayd —by His expansion as the Supersoul; pravistah —has entered; 
bhagavdn —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; iti —thus. 

TRANSLATION 

Such a perfect devotee offers respects to every living entity because he is under the firm 
conviction that the Supreme Personality of Godhead has entered the body of every living 
entity as the Supersoul, or controller. 


PURPORT 

A perfect devotee, as described above, does not make the mistake of thinking that 
because the Supreme Personality of Godhead as Paramatma has entered into the body of 
every living entity, every living entity has become the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
This is foolishness. Suppose a person enters into a room; that does not mean that the 
room has become that person. Similarly, that the Supreme Lord has entered into each of 
the 8,400,000 particular types of material bodies does not mean that each of these bodies 
has become the Supreme Lord. Because the Supreme Lord is present, however, a pure 
devotee accepts each body as the temple of the Lord, and since the devotee offers 
respect to such temples in full knowledge, he gives respect to every living entity in 
relationship with the Lord. Mayavadi philosophers wrongly think that because the 
Supreme Person has entered the body of a poor man, the Supreme Lord has become 
daridra-ndrdyana, or poor Narayana. These are all blasphemous statements of atheists 
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and nondevotees. 


SB 3.29.35 

TEXT 35 

HHo^c^iRd; I 
^ 51^ II II 

bhakti-yogas ca yogas ca 
mayd mdnavy udlritah 
yayor ekatarenaiva 
purusah purusarh vrajet 

SYNONYMS 

bhakti-yogah —devotional service; ca —and; yogah —mystic yoga; ca —also; mayd —by 
Me; mdnavi —O daughter of Manu; udlritah —described; yayoh —of which two; 
ekatarena —by either one; eva —alone; purusah —a person; purusam —the Supreme 
Person; vrajet —can achieve. 


TRANSLATION 

My dear mother, O daughter of Manu, a devotee who applies the science of devotional 
service and mystic yoga in this way can achieve the abode of the Supreme Person simply 
by that devotional service. 


PURPORT 

Herein the Supreme Personality of Godhead Kapiladeva perfectly explains that the 
mystic yoga system, consisting of eight different kinds of yoga activities, has to be 
performed with the aim of coming to the perfectional stage of bhakti-yoga. It is not 
acceptable for one to be satisfied simply by practicing the sitting postures and thinking 
himself complete. By meditation one must attain the stage of devotional service. As 
previously described, a yogi is advised to meditate on the form of Lord Visnu from point 
to point, from the ankles to the legs to the knees to the thighs to the chest to the neck, 
and in this way gradually up to the face and then to the ornaments. There is no question 
of impersonal meditation. 

When, by meditation on the Supreme Personality of Godhead in all detail, one comes to 
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the point of love of God, that is the point of bhakti-yoga, and at that point he must 
actually render service to the Lord out of transcendental love. Anyone who practices 
yoga and comes to the point of devotional service can attain the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead in His transcendental abode. Here it is clearly stated, purusah purusarh vrajet: 
the purusa, the living entity, goes to the Supreme Person. The Supreme Personality of 
Godhead and the living entity are qualitatively one; both are defined as purusa. The 
quality of purusa exists both in the Supreme Godhead and in the living entity, purusa 
means "enjoyer," and the spirit of enjoyment is present both in the living entity and in 
the Supreme Lord. The difference is that the quantity of enjoyment is not equal. The 
living entity cannot experience the same quantity of enjoyment as the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. An analogy may be made with a rich man and a poor man: the 
propensity for enjoyment is present in both, but the poor man cannot enjoy in the same 
quantity as the rich man. When the poor man dovetails his desires with those of the rich 
man, however, and when there is cooperation between the poor man and the rich man, 
or between the big and the small man, then the enjoyment is shared equally. That is like 
bhakti-yoga. purusah purusarh vrajet: when the living entity enters into the kingdom of 
God and cooperates with the Supreme Lord by giving Him enjoyment, he enjoys the 
same facility or the same amount of pleasure as the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

On the other hand, when the living entity wants to enjoy by imitating the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, his desire is called mdyd, and it puts him in the material 
atmosphere. A living entity who wants to enjoy on his personal account and not 
cooperate with the Supreme Lord is engaged in materialistic life. As soon as he dovetails 
his enjoyment with the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he is engaged in spiritual life. 
An example may be cited here: The different limbs of the body cannot enjoy life 
independently; they must cooperate with the whole body and supply food to the 
stomach. In so doing, all the different parts of the body enjoy equally in cooperation 
with the whole body. That is the philosophy of acintya-bheddbheda, simultaneous 
oneness and difference. The living entity cannot enjoy life in opposition to the Supreme 
Lord; he has to dovetail his activities with the Lord by practicing bhakti-yoga. 

It is said herein that one can approach the Supreme Personality of Godhead by either 
the yoga process or the bhakti-yoga process. This indicates that factually there is no 
difference between yoga and bhakti-yoga because the target of both is Visnu. In the 
modern age, however, a yoga process has been manufactured which aims at something 
void and impersonal. Actually, yoga means meditation on the form of Lord Visnu. If the 
yoga practice is actually performed according to the standard direction, there is no 
difference between yoga and bhakti-yoga. 
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TEXT 36 


SB 3.29.36 


W JT^IR ^ II 95 II 

etad bhagavato ruparh 
brahmanah paramdtmanah 
pararh pradhanam purusarh 
daivarh karma-vicestitam 

SYNONYMS 

etat —this; bhagavatah —of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; rupam —form; 
brahmanah —of Brahman; parama-dtmanah —of Paramatma; param —transcendental; 
pradhdnam —chief; purusam —personality; daivam —spiritual; karma-vicestitam —whose 
activities. 


TRANSLATION 

This purusa whom the individual soul must approach is the eternal form of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, who is known as Brahman and Paramatma. He is the 
transcendental chief personality, and His activities are all spiritual. 

PURPORT 

In order to distinguish the personality whom the individual soul must approach, it is 
described herein that this purusa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is the chief 
amongst all living entities and is the ultimate form of the impersonal Brahman 
effulgence and Paramatma manifestation. Since He is the origin of the Brahman 
effulgence and Paramatma manifestation. He is described herewith as the chief 
personality. It is confirmed in the Katha Upanisad, nityo nitydndm: there are many 
eternal living entities, but He is the chief maintainer. This is confirmed in Bhagavad- 
gltd also, where Lord Krsna says, aham sarvasya prabhavah: [Bg. 10.8] "1 am the origin of 
everything, including the Brahman effulgence and Paramatma manifestation." His 
activities are transcendental, as confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd. Janma karma ca me divyam: 
[Bg. 4.9] the activities and the appearance and disappearance of the Supreme Personality 
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of Godhead are transcendental; they are not to be considered material. Anyone who 
knows this fact—that the appearance, disappearance and activities of the Lord are 
beyond material activities or material conception—is liberated. Yo vetti tattvatah/ 
tyaktvd deharh punar janma: iBg. 4.9] such a person, after quitting his body, does not 
come back again to this material world, but goes to the Supreme Person. It is confirmed 
here, purusah purusarh vrajet: the living entity goes to the Supreme Personality simply by 
understanding His transcendental nature and activities. 

SB 3.29.37 

TEXT 37 

wtii II 

rupa-bhedaspadam divyarh 
kdla ity abhidhiyate 
bhutdndrh mahad-ddindm 
yato bhinna-drsdrfi bhayam 

SYNONYMS 

rupa-bheda —of the transformation of forms; dspadam —the cause; divyam —divine; 
kdlah —time; iti —thus; abhidhiyate —is known; bhutdndm —of living entities; mahat- 
ddindm —beginning with Lord Brahma; yatah —because of which; bhinna-drsdm —with 
separate vision; bhayam —fear. 


TRANSLATION 

The time factor, who causes the transformation of the various material manifestations, is 
another feature of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Anyone who does not know that 
time is the same Supreme Personality is afraid of the time factor. 

PURPORT 

Everyone is afraid of the activities of time, but a devotee who knows that the time factor 
is another representation or manifestation of the Supreme Personality of Godhead has 
nothing to fear from the influence of time. The phrase rupa-bheddspadam is very 
significant. By the influence of time, so many forms are changing. For example, when a 
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child is born his form is small, but in the course of time that form changes into a larger 
form, the body of a boy, and then the body of a young man. Similarly, everything is 
changed and transformed by the time factor, or by the indirect control of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Usually, we do not see any difference between the body of a 
child and the body of a boy or young man because we know that these changes are due 
to the action of the time factor. There is cause for fear for a person who does not know 
how time acts. 


TEXT 38 


ippr i 

cHcbildi JPJ: II II 


yo 'ntah pravisya bhutdni 
bhutair atty akhildsrayah 
sa visnv-dkhyo 'dhiyajno 'sau 
kdlah kalayatdrh prabhuh 


SB 3.29.38 


SYNONYMS 

yah —He who; antah —within; pravisya —entering; bhutdni —living entities; bhutaih —by 
living entities; atti —annihilates; akhila —of everyone; dsrayah —the support; sah —He; 
visnu —Visnu; dkhyah —named; adhiyajnah —the enjoyer of all sacrifices; asau —that; 
kdlah —time factor; kalayatdm —of all masters; prabhuh —the master. 


TRANSLATION 

Lord Visnu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the enjoyer of all sacrifices, is 
the time factor and the master of all masters. He enters everyone's heart. He is the 
support of everyone, and He causes every being to be annihilated by another. 


PURPORT 

Lord Visnu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is clearly described in this passage. He 
is the supreme enjoyer, and all others are working as His servants. As stated in the 
Caitanya caritdmrta {Adi 5.14), ekale isvara krsna: the only Supreme Lord is Visnu. Ara 
saba bhrtya: all others are His servants. Lord Brahma, Lord Siva and other demigods are 
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all servants. The same Visnu enters everyone's heart as Paramatma, and He causes the 
annihilation of every being through another being. 

SB 3.29.39 

TEXT 39 

II 9'^ II 

na cdsya kascid dayito 
na dvesyo na ca bandhavah 
dvisaty apramatto 'sau 
pramattarh janam anta-krt 

SYNONYMS 

na —not; ca —and; asya —of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; kascit —anyone; 
dayitah —dear; na —not; dvesyah —enemy; na —not; ca —and; bdndhavah —friend; 
dvisati —approaches; apramattah —attentive; asau —He; pramattam —inattentive; 
janam —persons; anta-krt —the destroyer. 

TRANSLATION 

No one is dear to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, nor is anyone His enemy or 
friend. But He gives inspiration to those who have not forgotten Him and destroys those 
who have. 


PURPORT 

Forgetfulness of one's relationship with Lord Visnu, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, is the cause of one's repeated birth and death. A living entity is as eternal as 
the Supreme Lord, but due to his forgetfulness he is put into this material nature and 
transmigrates from one body to another, and when the body is destroyed, he thinks that 
he is also destroyed. Actually, this forgetfulness of his relationship with Lord Visnu is 
the cause of his destruction. Anyone who revives his consciousness of the original 
relationship receives inspiration from the Lord. This does not mean that the Lord is 
someone's enemy and someone else's friend. He helps everyone; one who is not 
bewildered by the influence of material energy is saved, and one who is bewildered is 
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destroyed. It is said, therefore, harim vind na mrtim tar anti: no one can be saved from the 
repetition of birth and death without the help of the Supreme Lord. It is therefore the 
duty of all living entities to take shelter of the lotus feet of Visnu and thus save 
themselves from the cycle of birth and death. 

SB 3.29.40 

TEXT 40 

^ wtI a® ii 

yad-bhayad vdti vdto 'yarn 
suryas tapati yad-bhayat 
yad-bhayad varsate devo 
bha-gano bhdti yad-bhayat 

SYNONYMS 

yat —of whom (the Supreme Personality of Godhead); bhaydt —out of fear; vdti —blows; 
vdtah —the wind; ayam —this; suryah —sun; tapati —shines; yat —of whom; bhaydt —out 
of fear; yat —of whom; bhaydt —out of fear; varsate —sends rains; devah —the god of rain; 
bha-gariah —the host of heavenly bodies; bhdti —shine; yat —of whom; bhaydt —out of 
fear. 


TRANSLATION 

Out of fear of the Supreme Personality of Godhead the wind blows, out of fear of Him 
the sun shines, out of fear of Him the rain pours forth showers, and out of fear of Him 
the host of heavenly bodies shed their luster. 

PURPORT 

The Lord states in Bhagavad-gltd, mayddhyaksena prakrtih suyate: [Bg. 9.10] "Nature is 
working under My direction." The foolish person thinks that nature is working 
automatically, but such an atheistic theory is not supported in the Vedic literature. 
Nature is working under the superintendence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
That is confirmed in Bhagavad-gitd, and we also find here that the sun shines under the 
direction of the Lord, and the cloud pours forth showers of rain under the direction of 
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the Lord. All natural phenomena are under superintendence of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, Visnu. 

SB 3.29.41 

TEXT 41 

^IS#T ^ ^ II 8? II 

yad vanaspatayo bhltd 
latds causadhibhih saha 
sve sve kdle 'bhigrhnanti 
puspdni ca phaldni ca 

SYNONYMS 

yat —because of whom; vanah-patayah —the trees; bhltdh —fearful; latdh —creepers; ca — 
and; osadhibhih —herbs; saha —with; sve sve kdle —each in its own season; 
abhigrhnanti —bear; puspdni —flowers; ca —and; phaldni —fruits; ca —also. 

TRANSLATION 

Out of fear of the Supreme Personality of Godhead the trees, creepers, herbs and seasonal 
plants and flowers blossom and fructify, each in its own season. 

PURPORT 

As the sun rises and sets and the seasonal changes ensue at their appointed times by the 
superintendence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, so the seasonal plants, flowers, 
herbs and trees all grow under the direction of the Supreme Lord. It is not that plants 
grow automatically, without any cause, as the atheistic philosophers say. Rather, they 
grow in pursuance of the supreme order of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is 
confirmed in the Vedic literature that the Lord's diverse energies are working so nicely 
that it appears that everything is being done automatically. 

SB 3.29.42 

TEXT 42 
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II 85 II 


sravanti sarito bhitd 
notsarpaty udadhir yatah 
agnir indhe sa-giribhir 
bhur na majjati yad-bhayat 

SYNONYMS 

sravanti —flow; saritah —rivers; bhitdh —fearful; na —not; utsarpati —overflows; uda- 
dhih —the ocean; yatah —because of whom; agnih —fire; indhe —burns; sa-giribhih —with 
its mountains; bhiih —the earth; na —not; majjati —sinks; yat —of whom; bhaydt —out of 
fear. 


TRANSLATION 

Out of fear of the Supreme Personality of Godhead the rivers flow, and the ocean never 
overflows. Out of fear of Him only does fire burn and does the earth, with its mountains, 
not sink in the water of the universe. 


PURPORT 

We can understand from the Vedic literature that this universe is half filled with water, 
on which Garbhodakasayi Visnu is lying. From His abdomen a lotus flower has grown, 
and within the stem of that lotus flower all the different planets exist. The material 
scientist explains that all these different planets are floating because of the law of 
gravity or some other law; but the actual lawmaker is the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. When we speak of law, we must understand that there must be a lawmaker. 
The material scientists can discover laws of nature, but they are unable to recognize the 
lawmaker. From Srlmad-Bhdgavatam and Bhagavad-gUd we can know who the lawmaker 
is: the lawmaker is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

It is said here that the planets do not sink. Since they are floating under the order or 
energy of the Supreme Godhead, they do not fall down into the water which covers half 
the universe. All the planets are heavy, with their various mountains, seas, oceans, 
cities, palaces and buildings, and yet they are floating. It is understood from this passage 
that all the other planets that are floating in the air have oceans and mountains similar 
to those on this planet. 
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TEXT 43 


SB 3.29.43 


csltf) <r^cl.5 d’J^ II 8? II 

nahho dadati svasatdrh 
padarh yan-niyamad adah 
lokarh sva-deharh Canute 
mahdn saptabhir dvrtam 

SYNONYMS 

nabhah —the sky; daddti —gives; svasatdm —to the living entities; padam —abode; yat — 
of whom (the Supreme Personality of Godhead); niyamdt —under the control; adah — 
that; lokam —the universe; sva-deham —own body; Canute —expands; mahdn —the 
mahat-tattva; saptabhih —with the seven (layers); dvrtam —covered. 

TRANSLATION 

Subject to the control of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the sky allows outer space 
to accommodate all the various planets, which hold innumerable living entities. The total 
universal body expands with its seven coverings under His supreme control. 

PURPORT 

It is understood from this verse that all the planets in outer space are floating, and they 
all hold living entities. The word svasatdm means "those who breathe," or the living 
entities. In order to accommodate them, there are innumerable planets. Every planet is a 
residence for innumerable living entities, and the necessary space is provided in the sky 
by the supreme order of the Lord. It is also stated here that the total universal body is 
increasing. It is covered by seven layers, and as there are five elements within the 
universe, so the total elements, in layers, cover the outside of the universal body. The 
first layer is of earth, and it is ten times greater in size than the space within the 
universe; the second layer is water, and that is ten times greater than the earthly layer; 
the third covering is fire, which is ten times greater than the water covering. In this way 
each layer is ten times greater than the previous one. 
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TEXT 44 


SB 3.29.44 


^ ^ II SH II 

gundbhimdnino devdh 
sargddisv asya yad-bhaydt 
vartante 'nuyugarh yesdrh 
vasa etac car dear am 

SYNONYMS 

guna —the modes of material nature; abhimdninah —in charge of; devdh —the demigods; 
sarga-ddisu —in the matter of creation and so on; asya —of this world; yat-bhaydt —out 
of fear of whom; vartante —carry out functions; anuyugam —according to the yugas; 
yesdm —of whom; vase—under the control; etat —this; cara-acaram —everything 
animate and inanimate. 


TRANSLATION 

Out of fear of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the directing demigods in charge of 
the modes of material nature carry out the functions of creation, maintenance and 
destruction; everything animate and inanimate within this material world is under their 
control. 


PURPORT 

The three modes of material nature, namely goodness, passion and ignorance, are under 

A 

the control of three deities—Brahma, Visnu and Lord Siva. Lord Visnu is in charge of 
the mode of goodness. Lord Brahma is in charge of the mode of passion, and Lord Siva is 
in charge of the mode of ignorance. Similarly, there are many other demigods in charge 
of the air department, the water department, the cloud department, etc. Just as the 
government has many different departments, so, within this material world, the 
government of the Supreme Lord has many departments, and all these departments 
function in proper order out of fear of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Demigods 
are undoubtedly controlling all matter, animate and inanimate, within the universe, but 
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above them the supreme controller is the Personality of Godhead. Therefore in the 
Brahma-sariihitd it is said, Isvarah paramah krsnah IBs. 5.1]. Undoubtedly there are many 
controllers in the departmental management of this universe, but the supreme 
controller is Krsna. 

There are two kinds of dissolutions. One kind of dissolution takes place when Brahma 
goes to sleep during his night, and the final dissolution takes place when Brahma dies. 

As long as Brahma does not die, creation, maintenance and destruction are actuated by 
different demigods under the superintendence of the Supreme Lord. 

SB 3.29.45 

TEXT 45 

^ ^ II II 

SO 'nanto 'nta-karah kdlo 
'nddir ddi-krd avyayah 
janarh janena janayan 
mdrayan mrtyundntakam 

SYNONYMS 

sah —that; anantah —endless; anta-karah —destroyer; kdlah —time; anddih —without 
beginning; ddi-krt —the creator; avyayah —not liable to change; janam —persons; 
janena —by persons; janayan —creating; mdrayan —destroying; mrtyund —by death; 
antakam —the lord of death. 


TRANSLATION 

The eternal time factor has no beginning and no end. It is the representative of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, the maker of the criminal world. It brings about the 
end of the phenomenal world, it carries on the work of creation by bringing one 
individual into existence from another, and likewise it dissolves the universe by 
destroying even the lord of death, Yamaraja. 

PURPORT 

By the influence of eternal time, which is a representative of the Supreme Personality of 
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Godhead, the father begets a son, and the father dies by the influence of cruel death. 
But by time's influence, even the lord of cruel death is killed. In other words, all the 
demigods within the material world are temporary, like ourselves. Our lives last for one 
hundred years at the most, and similarly, although their lives may last for millions and 
billions of years, the demigods are not eternal. No one can live within this material 
world eternally. The phenomenal world is created, maintained and destroyed by the 
finger signal of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Therefore a devotee does not 
desire anything in this material world. A devotee desires only to serve the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. This servitude exists eternally; the Lord exists eternally. His 
servitor exists eternally, and the service exists eternally. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Twenty-ninth Chapter, of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "Explanation of Devotional Service by Lord Kapila." 


30. Description by Lord Kapila of Adverse Fruitive Activities 


SB 3.30.1 

TEXTl 

II ? II 

kapila uvdca 
tasyaitasya jano nunarh 
ndyarh vedoru-vikramam 
kdlyamdno 'pi balino 
vdyor iva ghandvalih 

SYNONYMS 

kapilah uvdca —Lord Kapila said; tasya etasya —of this very time factor; janah —person; 
nunam —certainly; na —not; ayam —this; veda —knows; uru-vikramam —the great 
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strength; kalyamanah —being carried off; api —although; balinah —powerful; vayoh —of 
the wind; iva —like; ghana —of clouds; dvalih —a mass. 

TRANSLATION 

The Personality of Godhead said: As a mass of clouds does not know the powerful 
influence of the wind, a person engaged in material consciousness does not know the 
powerful strength of the time factor, by which he is being carried. 

PURPORT 

The great politician-pandita named Canakya said that even one moment of time cannot 
be returned even if one is prepared to pay millions of dollars. One cannot calculate the 
amount of loss there is in wasting valuable time. Either materially or spiritually, one 
should be very alert in utilizing the time which he has at his disposal. A conditioned soul 
lives in a particular body for a fixed measurement of time, and it is recommended in the 
scriptures that within that small measurement of time one has to finish Krsna 
consciousness and thus gain release from the influence of the time factor. But, 
unfortunately, those who are not in Krsna consciousness are carried away by the strong 
power of time without their knowledge, as clouds are carried by the wind. 

SB 3.30.2 

TEXT 2 

g g II 5 II 

yarn yam artham upadatte 
duhkhena sukha-hetave 
tarn tarn dhunoti bhagavdn 
pumdn chocati yat-krte 

SYNONYMS 

yam yam —whatever; artham —object; upddatte —one acquires; duhkhena —with 
difficulty; sukha-hetave —for happiness; tarn tarn —that; dhunoti —destroys; bhagavdn — 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead; pumdn —the person; socati —laments; yat-krte — 
for which reason. 
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TRANSLATION 


Whatever is produced by the materialist with great pain and labor for so-called happiness, 
the Supreme Personality, as the time factor, destroys, and for this reason the conditioned 
soul laments. 


PURPORT 

The main function of the time factor, which is a representative of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, is to destroy everything. The materialists, in material 
consciousness, are engaged in producing so many things in the name of economic 
development. They think that by advancing in satisfying the material needs of man they 
will be happy, but they forget that everything they have produced will be destroyed in 
due course of time. From history we can see that there were many powerful empires on 
the surface of the globe that were constructed with great pain and great perseverance, 
but in due course of time they have all been destroyed. Still the foolish materialists 
cannot understand that they are simply wasting time in producing material necessities, 
which are destined to be vanquished in due course of time. This waste of energy is due to 
the ignorance of the mass of people, who do not know that they are eternal and that 
they have an eternal engagement also. They do not know that this span of life in a 
particular type of body is but a flash in the eternal journey. Not knowing this fact, they 
take the small flash of life to be everything, and they waste time in improving economic 
conditions. 


SB 3.30.3 

TEXT 3 

II 9 II 

yad adhruvasya dehasya 
sanubandhasya durmatih 
dhruvani manyate mohad 
grha-ksetra-vasuni ca 

SYNONYMS 

yat —because; adhruvasya —temporary; dehasya —of the body; sa-anubandhasya —with 
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that which is related; durmatih —a misguided person; dhruvani —permanent; manyate — 
thinks; mohdt —because of ignorance; grha —home; ksetra —land; vasiini —wealth; ca — 
and. 


TRANSLATION 

The misguided materialist does not know that his very body is impermanent and that the 
attractions of home, land and wealth, which are in relationship to that body, are also 
temporary. Out of ignorance only, he thinks that everything is permanent. 

PURPORT 

The materialist thinks that persons engaged in Krsna consciousness are crazy fellows 
wasting time by chanting Hare Krsna, but actually he does not know that he himself is 
in the darkest region of craziness because of accepting his body as permanent. And, in 
relation to his body, he accepts his home, his country, his society and all other 
paraphernalia as permanent. This materialistic acceptance of the permanency of home, 
land, etc., is called the illusion of mdyd. This is clearly mentioned here. Mohdd grha- 
ksetra-vasuni: out of illusion only does the materialist accept his home, his land and his 
money as permanent. Out of this illusion, the family life, national life and economic 
development, which are very important factors in modern civilization, have grown. A 
Krsna conscious person knows that this economic development of human society is but 
temporary illusion. 

In another part of Srlmad-Bhdgavatam, the acceptance of the body as oneself, the 
acceptance of others as kinsmen in relationship to this body and the acceptance of the 
land of one's birth as worshipable are declared to be the products of an animal 
civilization. When, however, one is enlightened in Krsna consciousness, he can use 
these for the service of the Lord. That is a very suitable proposition. Everything has a 
relationship with Krsna. When all economic development and material advancement 
are utilized to advance the cause of Krsna consciousness, a new phase of progressive life 
arises. 


TEXT 4 

gFli ^ ^ ^ II 8 II 


SB 3.30.4 
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jantur vai bhava etasmin 
yam yarn yonim anuvrajet 
tasydrh tasydrh sa labhate 
nirvrtirh na virajyate 

SYNONYMS 

jantuh —the living entity; vai —certainly; bhave —in worldly existence; etasmin —this; 
ydm ydm —whatever; yonim —species; anuvrajet —he may obtain; tasydm tasydm —in 
that; sah —he; labhate —achieves; nirvrtim —satisfaction; na —not; virajyate —is averse. 

TRANSLATION 

The living entity, in whatever species of life he appears, finds a particular type of 
satisfaction in that species, and he is never averse to being situated in such a condition. 

PURPORT 

The satisfaction of the living entity in a particular type of body, even if it is most 
abominable, is called illusion. A man in a higher position may feel dissatisfaction with 
the standard of life of a lower-grade man, but the lower-grade man is satisfied in that 
position because of the spell of mdyd, the external energy. Maya has two phases of 
activities. One is called praksepdtmikd, and the other is called dvarandtmikd. 
Avarandtmikd means "covering," and praksepdtmikd means "pulling down." In any 
condition of life, the materialistic person or animal will be satisfied because his 
knowledge is covered by the influence of mdyd. In the lower grade or lower species of 
life, the development of consciousness is so poor that one cannot understand whether 
he is happy or distressed. This is called dvarandtmikd. Even a hog, who lives by eating 
stool, finds himself happy, although a person in a higher mode of life sees that the hog is 
eating stool. How abominable that life is! 

SB 3.30.5 

TEXTS 

ft# II y II 

naraka-stho 'pi deharh vai 
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na pumdrhs tyaktum icchati 
ndrakydrh nirvrtau satydrh 
deva-mdyd-vimohitah 

SYNONYMS 

naraka —in hell; sthah —situated; api —even; deham —body; vai —indeed; na —not; 
pumdn —person; tyaktum —to leave; icchati —wishes; ndrakydm —hellish; nirvrtau — 
enjoyment; satydm —when existing; deva-mdyd —by the illusory energy of Visnu; 
vimohitah —deluded. 


TRANSLATION 

The conditioned living entity is satisfied in his own particular species of life; while 
deluded by the covering influence of the illusory energy, he feels little inclined to cast off 
his body, even when in hell, for he takes delight in hellish enjoyment. 


PURPORT 

It is said that once Indra, the King of heaven, was cursed by his spiritual master, 
Brhaspati, on account of his misbehavior, and he became a hog on this planet. After 
many days, when Brahma wanted to recall him to his heavenly kingdom, Indra, in the 
form of a hog, forgot everything of his royal position in the heavenly kingdom, and he 
refused to go back. This is the spell of mdyd. Even Indra forgets his heavenly standard of 
life and is satisfied with the standard of a hog's life. By the influence of mdyd the 
conditioned soul becomes so affectionate towards his particular type of body that if he is 
offered, "Give up this body, and immediately you will have a king's body," he will not 
agree. This attachment strongly affects all conditioned living entities. Lord Krsna is 
personally canvassing, "Give up everything in this material world. Come to Me, and I 
shall give you all protection," but we are not agreeable. We think, "We are quite all right. 
Why should we surrender unto Krsna and go back to His kingdom?" This is called 
illusion, or mdyd. Everyone is satisfied with his standard of living, however abominable 
it may be. 

SB 3.30.6 

TEXT 6 





I 
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^ II 5 II 


dtma-jdyd-sutdgdra- 
pasu-dravina-bandhusu 
nirudha-mula-hrdaya 
dtmdnarh bahu manyate 

SYNONYMS 

dtma —body; jdyd —wife; suta —children; agdra —home; pasu —animals; dravina — 
wealth; bandhusu —in friends; nirudha-mula —deep-rooted; hrdayah —his heart; 
dtmdnam —himself; bahu —highly; manyate —he thinks. 

TRANSLATION 

Such satisfaction with one's standard of living is due to deep-rooted attraction for body, 
wife, home, children, animals, wealth and friends. In such association, the conditioned 
soul thinks himself quite perfect. 


PURPORT 

This so-called perfection of human life is a concoction. Therefore, it is said that the 
materialist, however materially qualified he may be, is worthless because he is hovering 
on the mental plane, which will drag him again to the material existence of temporary 
life. One who acts on the mental plane cannot get promotion to the spiritual. Such a 
person is always sure to glide down again to material life. In the association of so-called 
society, friendship and love, the conditioned soul appears completely satisfied. 

SB 3.30.7 

TEXT? 

<jRdlR II 'S II 

sandahyamdna-sarvdnga 
esdm udvahanddhind 
karoty aviratarh mudho 
duritdni durdsayah 
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SYNONYMS 


sandahyamana —burning; sarva —all; arigah —his limbs; esdm —these family members; 
udvahana —for maintaining; adhina —with anxiety; karoti —he performs; aviratam — 
always; mudhah —the fool; duritani —sinful activities; durdsayah —evil-minded. 

TRANSLATION 

Although he is always burning with anxiety, such a fool always performs all kinds of 
mischievous activities, with a hope which is never to be fulfilled, in order to maintain his 
so-called family and society. 


PURPORT 

It is said that it is easier to maintain a great empire than to maintain a small family, 
especially in these days, when the influence of Kali-yuga is so strong that everyone is 
harassed and full of anxieties because of accepting the false presentation of mdyd's 
family. The family we maintain is created by mdyd; it is the perverted reflection of the 
family in Krsnaloka. In Krsnaloka there are also family, friends, society, father and 
mother; everything is there, but they are eternal. Here, as we change bodies, our family 
relationships also change. Sometimes we are in a family of human beings, sometimes in a 
family of demigods, sometimes a family of cats, or sometimes a family of dogs. Family, 
society and friendship are flickering, and so they are called asat. It is said that as long as 
we are attached to this asat, temporary, nonexisting society and family, we are always 
full of anxieties. The materialists do not know that the family, society and friendship 
here in this material world are only shadows, and thus they become attached. Naturally 
their hearts are always burning, but in spite of all inconvenience, they still work to 
maintain such false families because they have no information of the real family 
association with Krsna. 

SB 3.30.8 

TEXTS 

ii =; h 

dksiptdtmendriyah strindm 
asatlndrh ca mdyayd 
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mho racitayalapaih 
sisundrh kala-bhdsindm 


SYNONYMS 

dksipta —charmed; dtma —heart; indriyah —his senses; strlndm —of women; asatlndm — 
false; ca —and; mdyayd —by mdyd; rahah —in a solitary place; racitayd —displayed; 
dldpaih —by the talking; sisundm —of the children; kala-bhdsindm —with sweet words. 

TRANSLATION 

He gives heart and senses to a woman, who falsely charms him with maya. He enjoys 
solitary embraces and talking with her, and he is enchanted by the sweet words of the 
small children. 


PURPORT 

Family life within the kingdom of illusory energy, mdyd, is just like a prison for the 
eternal living entity. In prison a prisoner is shackled by iron chains and iron bars. 
Similarly, a conditioned soul is shackled by the charming beauty of a woman, by her 
solitary embraces and talks of so-called love, and by the sweet words of his small 
children. Thus he forgets his real identity. 

In this verse the words strlndm asatlndm indicate that womanly love is just to agitate the 
mind of man. Actually, in the material world there is no love. Both the woman and the 
man are interested in their sense gratification. For sense gratification a woman creates 
an illusory love, and the man becomes enchanted by such false love and forgets his real 
duty. When there are children as the result of such a combination, the next attraction is 
to the sweet words of the children. The love of the woman at home and the talk of the 
children make one a secure prisoner, and thus he cannot leave his home. Such a person 
is termed, in Vedic language, a grhamedhl, which means "one whose center of attraction 
is home." Grhastha refers to one who lives with family, wife and children, but whose real 
purpose of living is to develop Krsna consciousness. One is therefore advised to become 
a grhastha and not a grhamedhl. The grhastha's concern is to get out of the family life 
created by illusion and enter into real family life with Krsna, whereas the grhamedhi s 
business is to repeatedly chain himself to so-called family life, in one life after another, 
and perpetually remain in the darkness of mdyd. 

SB 3.30.9 
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TEXT 9 


^ II ^ II 

grhesu kuta-dharmesu 
duhkha-tantresv atandritah 
kurvan duhkha-pratlkdrarfi 
sukhavan manyate grhi 

SYNONYMS 

grhesu —in family life; kuta-dharmesu —involving the practice of falsehood; duhkha- 
tantresu —spreading miseries; atandritah —attentive; kurvan —doing; duhkha- 
pratlkdram —counteraction of miseries; sukha-vat —as happiness; manyate —thinks; 
grhl —the householder. 


TRANSLATION 

The attached householder remains in his family life, which is full of diplomacy and 
politics. Always spreading miseries and controlled by acts of sense gratification, he acts 
just to counteract the reactions of all his miseries, and if he can successfully counteract 
such miseries, he thinks that he is happy. 

PURPORT 

In Bhagavad-gltd the Personality of Godhead Himself certifies the material world as an 
impermanent place that is full of miseries. There is no question of happiness in this 
material world, either individually or in terms of family, society or country. If something 
is going on in the name of happiness, that is also illusion. Here in this material world, 
happiness means successful counteraction to the effects of distress. The material world is 
so made that unless one becomes a clever diplomat, his life will be a failure. Not to speak 
of human society, even the society of lower animals, the birds and bees, cleverly manages 
its bodily demands of eating, sleeping and mating. Human society competes nationally or 
individually, and in the attempt to be successful the entire human society becomes full 
of diplomacy. We should always remember that in spite of all diplomacy and all 
intelligence in the struggle for our existence, everything will end in a second by the 
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supreme will. Therefore, all our attempts to become happy in this material world are 
simply a delusion offered by mdyd. 

SB 3.30.10 

TEXT 10 

grt I 

^ ?o II 

arthair dpdditair gurvyd 
himsayetas-tatas ca tdn 
pusndti yesdrh posena 
sesa-bhug ydty adhah svayam 

SYNONYMS 

arthaih —by wealth; dpdditaih —secured; gurvyd —great; himsayd —by violence; itah- 
tatah —here and there; ca —and; tdn —them (family members); pusndti —he maintains; 
yesdm —of whom; posena —because of the maintenance; sesa —remnants; bhuk —eating; 
ydti —he goes; adhah —downwards; svayam —himself. 

TRANSLATION 

He secures money by committing violence here and there, and although he employs it in 
the service of his family, he himself eats only a little portion of the food thus purchased, 
and he goes to hell for those for whom he earned the money in such an irregular way. 

PURPORT 

There is a Bengali proverb, "The person for whom I have stolen accuses me of being a 
thief." The family members, for whom an attached person acts in so many criminal ways, 
are never satisfied. In illusion an attached person serves such family members, and by 
serving them he is destined to enter into a hellish condition of life. For example, a thief 
steals something to maintain his family, and he is caught and imprisoned. This is the 
sum and substance of material existence and attachment to material society, friendship 
and love. Although an attached family man is always engaged in getting money by hook 
or by crook for the maintenance of his family, he cannot enjoy more than what he could 
consume even without such criminal activities. A man who eats eight ounces of 


653 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 








foodstuffs may have to maintain a big family and earn money by any means to support 
that family, but he himself is not offered more than what he can eat, and sometimes he 
eats the remnants that are left after his family members are fed. Even by earning money 
by unfair means, he cannot enjoy life for himself. That is called the covering illusion of 
mdyd. 

The process of illusory service to society, country and community is exactly the same 
everywhere; the same principle is applicable even to big national leaders. A national 
leader who is very great in serving his country is sometimes killed by his countrymen 
because of irregular service. In other words, one cannot satisfy his dependents by this 
illusory service, although one cannot get out of the service because servant is his 
constitutional position. A living entity is constitutionally part and parcel of the 
Supreme Being, but he forgets that he has to render service to the Supreme Being and 
diverts his attention to serving others; this is called mdyd. By serving others he falsely 
thinks that he is master. The head of a family thinks of himself as the master of the 
family, or the leader of a nation thinks of himself as the master of the nation, whereas 
actually he is serving, and by serving mdyd he is gradually going to hell. Therefore, a 
sane man should come to the point of Krsna consciousness and engage in the service of 
the Supreme Lord, applying his whole life, all of his wealth, his entire intelligence and 
his full power of speaking. 

SB 3.30.11 

TEXT 11 

fpJt II ’’ II 

vdrtdydrh lupyamdndydm 
drabdhdydm punah punah 
lobhdbhibhuto nihsattvah 
pardrthe kurute sprhdm 

SYNONYMS 

vdrtdydm —when his occupation; lupyamdndydm —is hampered; drabdhdydm — 
undertaken; punah punah —again and again; lobha —by greed; abhibhutah — 
overwhelmed; nihsattvah —ruined; para-arthe —for the wealth of others; kurute 
sprhdm —he longs. 
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TRANSLATION 


When he suffers reverses in his occupation, he tries again and again to improve himself, 
but when he is baffled in all attempts and is ruined, he accepts money from others 
because of excessive greed. 

SB 3.30.12 

TEXT 12 

II II 

kutumba-bharandkalpo 
manda-bhagyo vrthodyamah 
sriyd vihlnah krpano 
dhydyan chvasiti mudha-dhlh 

SYNONYMS 

kutumba —his family; bharana —in maintaining; akalpah —unable; manda-bhagyah —the 
unfortunate man; vrthd —in vain; udyamah —whose effort; sriyd —beauty, wealth; 
vihlnah —bereft of; krpanah —wretched; dhydyan —grieving; svasiti —he sighs; mudha — 
bewildered; dhlh —his intelligence. 


TRANSLATION 

Thus the unfortunate man, unsuccessful in maintaining his family members, is bereft of 
all beauty. He always thinks of his failure, grieving very deeply. 

SB 3.30.13 

TEXT 13 

^ II n II 

evarh sva-bharandkalparh 
tat-kalatrddayas tathd 
nddriyante yathd purvarh 
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klnasa iva go-jaram 


SYNONYMS 

evam —thus; sva-bharana —to maintain them; akalpam —unable; tat —his; kalatra — 
wife; adayah —and so on; tathd —so; na —not; adriyante —do respect; yathd —as; 
purvam —before; klndsdh —farmers; iva —like; go-jaram —an old ox. 

TRANSLATION 

Seeing him unable to support them, his wife and others do not treat him with the same 
respect as before, even as miserly farmers do not accord the same treatment to their old 
and worn-out oxen. 


PURPORT 

Not only in the present age but from time immemorial, no one has liked an old man who 
is unable to earn in the family. Even in the modern age, in some communities or states, 
the old men are given poison so that they will die as soon as possible. In some 
cannibalistic communities, the old grandfather is sportingly killed, and a feast is held in 
which his body is eaten. The example is given that a farmer does not like an old bull who 
has ceased to work. Similarly, when an attached person in family life becomes old and is 
unable to earn, he is no longer liked by his wife, sons, daughters and other kinsmen, and 
he is consequently neglected, what to speak of not being given respect. It is judicious, 
therefore, to give up family attachment before one attains old age and take shelter of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. One should employ himself in the Lord's service so 
that the Supreme Lord can take charge of him, and he will not be neglected by his so- 
called kinsmen. 


SB 3.30.14 

TEXT 14 

^ II VB II 

tatrdpy ajdta-nirvedo 
bhriyamdnah svayam bhrtaih 
jarayopdtta-vairupyo 


656 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 







maranabhimukho grhe 


SYNONYMS 


tatra —there; api —although; ajdta —not arisen; nirvedah —aversion; bhriyamdnah — 
being maintained; svayam —by himself; bhrtaih —by those who were maintained; 
jarayd —by old age; updtta —obtained; vairupyah —deformation; marana —death; 
abhimukhah —approaching; grhe —at home. 


TRANSLATION 


The foolish family man does not become averse to family life although he is maintained by 
those whom he once maintained. Deformed by the influence of old age, he prepares 
himself to meet ultimate death. 


PURPORT 


Family attraction is so strong that even if one is neglected by family members in his old 


age, he cannot give up family affection, and he remains at home just like a dog. In the 
Vedic way of life one has to give up family life when he is strong enough. It is advised 
that before getting too weak and being baffled in material activities, and before 


becoming diseased, one should give up family life and engage oneself completely in the 
service of the Lord for the remaining days of his life. It is enjoined, therefore, in the 
Vedic scriptures, that as soon as one passes fifty years of age, he must give up family life 
and live alone in the forest. After preparing himself fully, he should become a sannydsl 
to distribute the knowledge of spiritual life to each and every home. 


SB 3.30.15 


TEXT 15 





dste 'vamatyopanyastarh 
grha-pdla ivdharan 
dmaydvy apradiptdgnir 
alpdhdro 'Ipa-cestitah 
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SYNONYMS 


dste —he remains; avamatyd —negligently; upanyastam —what is placed; grha-pdlah —a 
dog; iva —like; dharan —eating; dmaydvl —diseased; apradlpta-agnih —having dyspepsia; 
alpa —little; dhdrah —eating; alpa —little; cestitah —his activity. 

TRANSLATION 

Thus he remains at home just like a pet dog and eats whatever is so negligently given to 
him. Afflicted with many illnesses, such as dyspepsia and loss of appetite, he eats only 
very small morsels of food, and he becomes an invalid, who cannot work any more. 

PURPORT 

Before meeting death one is sure to become a diseased invalid, and when he is neglected 
by his family members, his life becomes less than a dog's because he is put into so many 
miserable conditions. Vedic literatures enjoin, therefore, that before the arrival of such 
miserable conditions, one should leave home and die without the knowledge of his 
family members. If a man leaves home and dies without his family's knowing, that is 
considered to be a glorious death. But an attached family man wants his family members 
to carry him in a great procession even after his death, and although he will not be able 
to see how the procession goes, he still desires that his body be taken gorgeously in 
procession. Thus he is happy without even knowing where he has to go when he leaves 
his body for the next life. 

SB 3.30.16 

TEXT 16 

II II 

vdyunotkramatottdrah 
kapha-samruddha-nddikah 
kdsa-svdsa-krtdydsah 
kanthe ghura-ghurdyate 

SYNONYMS 
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vdyund —by air; utkramatd —bulging out; uttdrah —his eyes; kapha —with mucus; 
samruddha —congested; nddikah —his windpipe; kdsa —coughing; svdsa —breathing; 
krta —done; dydsah —difficulty; kanthe —in the throat; ghura-ghurdyate —he produces a 
sound like ghura-ghura. 


TRANSLATION 

In that diseased condition, one's eyes bulge due to the pressure of air from within, and his 
glands become congested with mucus. He has difficulty breathing, and upon exhaling and 
inhaling he produces a sound like ghura-ghura, a rattling within the throat. 

SB 3.30.17 

TEXT 17 

tlRcfirl: I 

^ ^ II II 

saydnah parisocadbhih 
parivltah sva-handhubhih 
vdcyamdno 'pi na brute 
kdla-pdsa-vasarh gatah 

SYNONYMS 

saydnah —lying down; parisocadbhih —lamenting; parivltah —surrounded; sva- 
bandhubhih —by his relatives and friends; vdcyamdnah —being urged to speak; api — 
although; na —not; brute —he speaks; kdla —of time; pdsa —the noose; vasam —under 
the control of; gatah —gone. 


TRANSLATION 

In this way he comes under the clutches of death and lies down, surrounded by lamenting 
friends and relatives, and although he wants to speak with them, he no longer can because 
he is under the control of time. 


PURPORT 

For formality's sake, when a man is lying on his deathbed, his relatives come to him, and 


659 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 









sometimes they cry very loudly, addressing the dying man: "Oh, my father!" "Oh, my 
friend!" or "Oh, my husband!" In that pitiable condition the dying man wants to speak 
with them and instruct them of his desires, but because he is fully under the control of 
the time factor, death, he cannot express himself, and that causes him inconceivable 
pain. He is already in a painful condition because of disease, and his glands and throat 
are choked up with mucus. He is already in a very difficult position, and when he is 
addressed by his relatives in that way, his grief increases. 

SB 3.30.18 

TEXT 18 

qci I 

^ II ?== II 

evarh kutumba-bharane 
vydprtdtmdjitendriyah 
mriyate rudatdrh svdndm 
uru-vedanaydsta-dhih 

SYNONYMS 

evam —thus; kutumba-bharane —in maintaining a family; vydprta —engrossed; dtmd —his 
mind; ajita —uncontrolled; indriyah —his senses; mriyate —he dies; rudatdm —while 
crying; svdndm —his relatives; uru —great; vedanayd —with pain; asta —bereft of; dhlh — 
consciousness. 


TRANSLATION 

Thus the man, who engaged with uncontrolled senses in maintaining a family, dies in 
great grief, seeing his relatives crying. He dies most pathetically, in great pain and 
without consciousness. 


PURPORT 

In Bhagavad-gltd it is said that at the time of death one will be absorbed in the thoughts 
which he cultivated during his lifetime. A person who had no other idea than to 
properly maintain his family members must have family affairs in his last thoughts. That 
is the natural sequence for a common man. The common man does not know the destiny 
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of his life; he is simply busy in his flash of life, maintaining his family. At the last stage, 
no one is satisfied with how he has improved the family economic condition; everyone 
thinks that he could not provide sufficiently. Because of his deep family affection, he 
forgets his main duty of controlling the senses and improving his spiritual consciousness. 
Sometimes a dying man entrusts the family affairs to either his son or some relative, 
saying, "I am going. Please look after the family." He does not know where he is going, 
but even at the time of death he is anxious about how his family will be maintained. 
Sometimes it is seen that a dying man requests the physician to increase his life at least 
for a few years so that the family maintenance plan which he has begun can be 
completed. These are the material diseases of the conditioned soul. He completely 
forgets his real engagement—to become Krsna conscious—and is always serious about 
planning to maintain his family, although he changes families one after another. 

SB 3.30.19 

TEXT 19 

4# i 

H ^ II II 

yama-dutau tadd prdptau 
bhlmau sarabhaseksanau 
sa drstvd trasta-hrdayah 
sakrn-mutrarh vimuncati 

SYNONYMS 

yama-dutau —two messengers of Yamaraja; tadd —at that time; prdptau —arrived; 
bhlmau —terrible; sa-rabhasa —full of wrath; iksanau —their eyes; sah —he; drstvd — 
seeing; trasta —frightened; hrdayah —his heart; sakrt —stool; mutram —urine; 
vimuncati —he passes. 


TRANSLATION 

At death, he sees the messengers of the lord of death come before him, their eyes full of 
wrath, and in great fear he passes stool and urine. 

PURPORT 
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There are two kinds of transmigration of a living entity after passing away from the 
present body. One kind of transmigration is to go to the controller of sinful activities, 
who is known as Yamaraja, and the other is to go to the higher planets, up to Vaikuntha. 
Here Lord Kapila describes how persons engaged in activities of sense gratification to 
maintain a family are treated by the messengers of Yamaraja, called Yamadutas. At the 
time of death the Yamadutas become the custodians of those persons who have strongly 
gratified their senses. They take charge of the dying man and take him to the planet 
where Yamaraja resides. The conditions there are described in the following verses. 

SB 3.30.20 

TEXT 20 

^ ii n 

yatana-deha dvrtya 
pdsair baddhva gale baldt 
nayato dirgham adhvdnarh 
dandyarh rdja-bhatd yathd 

SYNONYMS 

ydtand —for punishment; dehe —his body; dvrtya —covering; pdsaih —with ropes; 
baddhvd —binding; gale —by the neck; baldt —by force; nayatah —they lead; dirgham — 
long; adhvdnam —distance; dandyam —a criminal; rdja-bhatdh —the king's soldiers; 
yathd —as. 


TRANSLATION 

As a criminal is arrested for punishment by the constables of the state, a person engaged 
in criminal sense gratification is similarly arrested by the Yamadutas, who bind him by 
the neck with strong rope and cover his subtle body so that he may undergo severe 
punishment. 


PURPORT 

Every living entity is covered by a subtle and gross body. The subtle body is the covering 
of mind, ego, intelligence and consciousness. It is said in the scriptures that the 
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constables of Yamaraja cover the subtle body of the culprit and take him to the abode of 
Yamaraja to be punished in a way that he is able to tolerate. He does not die from this 
punishment because if he died, then who would suffer the punishment? It is not the 
business of the constables of Yamaraja to put one to death. In fact, it is not possible to 
kill a living entity because factually he is eternal; he simply has to suffer the 
consequences of his activities of sense gratification. 

The process of punishment is explained in the Caitanya-caritdmrta. Formerly the king's 
men would take a criminal in a boat in the middle of the river. They would dunk him by 
grasping a bunch of his hair and thrusting him completely underwater, and when he was 
almost suffocated, the king's constables would take him out of the water and allow him 
to breathe for some time, and then they would again dunk him in the water to suffocate. 
This sort of punishment is inflicted upon the forgotten soul by Yamaraja, as will be 
described in the following verses. 

SB 3.30.21 

TEXT 21 

wH-iwi-t ii 11 

tayor nirbhinna-hrdayas 
tarjanair jdta-vepathuh 
pathi svabhir bhaksyamdna 
drto 'gharri svam anusmaran 

SYNONYMS 

tayoh —of the Yamadutas; nirbhinna —broken; hr day ah —his heart; tarjanaih —by the 
threatening; jdta —arisen; vepathuh —trembling; pathi —on the road; svabhih —by dogs; 
bhaksyamdriah —being bitten; drtah —distressed; agham —sins; svam —his; anusmaran — 
remembering. 


TRANSLATION 

While carried by the constables of Yamaraja, he is overwhelmed and trembles in their 
hands. While passing on the road he is bitten by dogs, and he can remember the sinful 
activities of his life. He is thus terribly distressed. 
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PURPORT 


It appears from this verse that while passing from this planet to the planet of Yamaraja, 
the culprit arrested by Yamaraja's constables meets many dogs, which bark and bite just 
to remind him of his criminal activities of sense gratification. It is said in Bhagavad-gltd 
that one becomes almost blind and is bereft of all sense when he is infuriated by the 
desire for sense gratification. He forgets everything. Kdmais tais tair hrta jndndh [Bg. 
7.20]. One is bereft of all intelligence when he is too attracted by sense gratification, and 
he forgets that he has to suffer the consequences also. Here the chance for recounting 
his activities of sense gratification is given by the dogs engaged by Yamaraja. While we 
live in the gross body, such activities of sense gratification are encouraged even by 
modern government regulations. In every state all over the world, such activities are 
encouraged by the government in the form of birth control. Women are supplied pills, 
and they are allowed to go to a clinical laboratory to get assistance for abortions. This is 
going on as a result of sense gratification. Actually sex life is meant for begetting a good 
child, but because people have no control over the senses and there is no institution to 
train them to control the senses, the poor fellows fall victim to the criminal offenses of 
sense gratification, and they are punished after death as described in these pages of 
Srlmad-Bhdgavatam. 


SB 3.30.22 

TEXT 22 


II ?? II 


ksut-trt-parlto 'rka-davdnaldnilaih 
santapyamdnah pathi tapta-vdluke 
krcchrena prsthe kasayd ca tdditas 
calaty asakto 'pi nirdsramodake 


SYNONYMS 

ksut-trt —by hunger and thirst; parltah —afflicted; arka —sun; dava-anala —forest fires; 
anilaih —by winds; santapyamdnah —being scorched; pathi —on a road; tapta-vdluke —of 
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hot sand; krcchrena —painfully; prsthe —on the back; kasayd —with a whip; ca —and; 
taditah —beaten; calati —he moves; asaktah —unable; api —although; nirasrama-udake — 
without shelter or water. 


TRANSLATION 

Under the scorching sun, the criminal has to pass through roads of hot sand with forest 
fires on both sides. He is whipped on the back by the constables because of his inability to 
walk, and he is afflicted by hunger and thirst, but unfortunately there is no drinking 
water, no shelter and no place for rest on the road. 

SB 3.30.23 

TEXT 23 

W -MHdldHH, II II 

tatra tatra patan chrdnto 
murcchitah punar utthitah 
pathd pdplyasd nitas 
tarasd yama-sddanam 

SYNONYMS 

tatra tatra —here and there; patan —falling; srdntah —fatigued; murcchitah — 
unconscious; punah —again; utthitah —risen; pathd —by the road; pdplyasd —very 
inauspicious; nltah —brought; tarasd —quickly; yama-sddanam —to the presence of 
Yamaraja. 


TRANSLATION 

While passing on that road to the abode of Yamaraja, he falls down in fatigue, and 
sometimes he becomes unconscious, but he is forced to rise again. In this way he is very 
quickly brought to the presence of Yamaraja. 

SB 3.30.24 

TEXT 24 
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^ ^IRRI: II II 


yojandndrh sahasrdni 
navatirh nava cddhvanah 
tribhir muhurtair dvdbhydrh vd 
nltah prdpnoti ydtandh 

SYNONYMS 

yojandndm —of yojanas; sahasrdni —thousands; navatim —ninety; nava —nine; ca —and; 
adhvanah —from a distance; tribhih —three; muhurtaih —within moments; dvdbhydm — 
two; vd —or; nltah —brought; prdpnoti —he receives; ydtandh —punishments. 

TRANSLATION 

Thus he has to pass ninety-nine thousand yojanas within two or three moments, and then 
he is at once engaged in the torturous punishment which he is destined to suffer. 

PURPORT 

One yojana is calculated to be eight miles, and he has to pass along a road which is 
therefore as much as 792,000 miles. Such a long distance is passed over within a few 
moments only. The subtle body is covered by the constables so that the living entity can 
pass such a long distance quickly and at the same time tolerate the suffering. This 
covering, although material, is of such fine elements that material scientists cannot 
discover what the coverings are made of. To pass 792,000 miles within a few moments 
seems wonderful to the modern space travelers. They have so far traveled at a speed of 
18,000 miles per hour, but here we see that a criminal passes 792,000 miles within a few 
seconds only, although the process is not spiritual but material. 

SB 3.30.25 

TEXT 25 

wJiNiuii i 

siiaiHWKH ^ II II 
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adlpanarh sva-gdtrdndrh 
vestayitvolmukddibhih 
dtma-mdrhsddanarh kvdpi 
sva-krttarh parato 'pi vd 

SYNONYMS 

ddlpanam —setting on fire; sva-gdtrdndm —of his own limbs; vestayitvd —having been 
surrounded; ulmuka-ddibhih —by pieces of burning wood and so on; dtma-mdrhsa —of his 
own flesh; adanam —eating; kva api —sometimes; sva-krttam —done by himself; 
paratah —by others; api —else; vd —or. 

TRANSLATION 

He is placed in the midst of burning pieces of wood, and his limbs are set on fire. In some 
cases he is made to eat his own flesh or have it eaten by others. 

PURPORT 

From this verse through the next three verses the description of punishment will be 
narrated. The first description is that the criminal has to eat his own flesh, burning with 
fire, or allow others like himself who are present there to eat. In the last great war, 
people in concentration camps sometimes ate their own stool, so there is no wonder that 
in the Yamasadana, the abode of Yamaraja, one who had a very enjoyable life eating 
others' flesh has to eat his own flesh. 


TEXT 26 

II II 

jlvatas cdntrdbhyuddhdrah 
sva-grdhrair yama-sddane 
sarpa-vrscika-darhsddyair 
dasadbhis cdtma-vaisasam 

SYNONYMS 


SB 3.30.26 
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jlvatah —alive; ca —and; antra —of his entrails; abhyuddharah —pulling out; sva- 
grdhraih —by dogs and vultures; yama-sadane —in the abode of Yamaraja; sarpa —by 
serpents; vrscika —scorpions; darhsa —gnats; adyaih —and so on; dasadbhih —biting; ca— 
and; dtma-vaisasam —torment of himself. 

TRANSLATION 

His entrails are pulled out by the hounds and vultures of hell, even though he is still alive 
to see it, and he is subjected to torment by serpents, scorpions, gnats and other creatures 
that bite him. 


SB 3.30.27 

TEXT 27 

I 

’IRR II II 

krntanarh cdvayavaso 
gajddibhyo bhiddpanam 
pdtanarh giri-srngebhyo 
rodhanam cdmbu-gartayoh 

SYNONYMS 

krntanam —cutting off; ca —and; avayavasah —limb by limb; gaja-ddibhyah —by 
elephants and so on; bhiddpanam —tearing; pdtanam —hurling down; giri —of hills; 
srngebhyah —from the tops; rodhanam —enclosing; ca —and; ambu-gartayoh —in water 
or in a cave. 


TRANSLATION 

Next his limbs are lopped off and torn asunder by elephants. He is hurled down from 
hilltops, and he is also held captive either in water or in a cave. 

SB 3.30.28 

TEXT 28 


668 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 












gt ^ ^ ^ ^ 1^1%; II II 


yds tamisrandha-tamisra 
rauravadyas ca ydtandh 
bhufikte naro vd ndri vd 
mithah sangena nirmitdh 

SYNONYMS 

ydh —which; tdmisra —the name of a hell; andha-tdmisrdh —the name of a hell; 
raurava —the name of a hell; ddydh —and so on; ca —and; ydtandh —punishments; 
bhunkte —undergoes; narah —man; vd —or; ndri —woman; vd —or; mithah —mutual; 
sangena —by association; nirmitdh —caused. 

TRANSLATION 

Men and women whose lives were built upon indulgence in illicit sex life are put into 
many kinds of miserable conditions in the hells known as Tamisra, Andha-tamisra and 
Raurava. 


PURPORT 

Materialistic life is based on sex life. The existence of all the materialistic people, who 
are undergoing severe tribulation in the struggle for existence, is based on sex. 

Therefore, in the Vedic civilization sex life is allowed only in a restricted way; it is for 
the married couple and only for begetting children. But when sex life is indulged in for 
sense gratification illegally and illicitly, both the man and the woman await severe 
punishment in this world or after death. In this world also they are punished by virulent 
diseases like syphilis and gonorrhea, and in the next life, as we see in this passage of 
Srlmad-Bhdgavatam, they are put into different kinds of hellish conditions to suffer. In 
Bhagavad-gUd, First Chapter, illicit sex life is also very much condemned, and it is said 
that one who produces children by illicit sex life is sent to hell. It is confirmed here in 
the Bhdgavatam that such offenders are put into hellish conditions of life in Tamisra, 
Andha-tamisra and Raurava. 

SB 3.30.29 

TEXT 29 
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RRf: I 

^ ^IRRI t HIWWI f^F^qc^to: II II 


atraiva narakah svarga 
iti mdtah pracaksate 
yd ydtand vai ndrakyas 
td ihdpy upalaksitdh 

SYNONYMS 

atra —in this world; eva —even; narakah —hell; svargah —heaven; iti —thus; mdtah —O 
mother; pracaksate —they say; ydh —which; ydtandh —punishments; vai —certainly; 
ndrakyah —hellish; tdh —they; iha —here; api —also; upalaksitdh —visible. 

TRANSLATION 

Lord Kapila continued: My dear mother, it is sometimes said that we experience hell or 
heaven on this planet, for hellish punishments are sometimes visible on this planet also. 

PURPORT 

Sometimes unbelievers do not accept these statements of scripture regarding hell. They 
disregard such authorized descriptions. Lord Kapila therefore confirms them by saying 
that these hellish conditions are also visible on this planet. It is not that they are only 
on the planet where Yamaraja lives. On the planet of Yamaraja, the sinful man is given 
the chance to practice living in the hellish conditions which he will have to endure in 
the next life, and then he is given a chance to take birth on another planet to continue 
his hellish life. For example, if a man is to be punished to remain in hell and eat stool 
and urine, then first of all he practices such habits on the planet of Yamaraja, and then 
he is given a particular type of body, that of a hog, so that he can eat stool and think 
that he is enjoying life. It is stated previously that in any hellish condition, the 
conditioned soul thinks he is happy. Otherwise, it would not be possible for him to suffer 
hellish life. 

SB 3.30.30 

TEXT 30 

^ ^ ^ I 
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^ Ijt II ?o II 


evarh kutumbarh bibhrdna 
udaram bhara eva vd 
visrjyehobhayam pretya 
bhunkte tat-phalam idrsam 

SYNONYMS 

evam —in this way; kutumbam —family; bibhrdnah —he who maintained; udaram — 
stomach; bharah —he who maintained; eva —only; vd —or; visrjya —after giving up; 
iha —here; ubhayam —both of them; pretya —after death; bhunkte —he undergoes; tat — 
of that; phalam —result; idrsam —such. 

TRANSLATION 

After leaving this body, the man who maintained himself and his family members by 
sinful activities suffers a hellish life, and his relatives suffer also. 

PURPORT 

The mistake of modern civilization is that man does not believe in the next life. But 
whether he believes or not, the next life is there, and one has to suffer if one does not 
lead a responsible life in terms of the injunctions of authoritative scriptures like the 
Vedas and purdnas. Species lower than human beings are not responsible for their 
actions because they are made to act in a certain way, but in the developed life of 
human consciousness, if one is not responsible for his activities, then he is sure to get a 
hellish life, as described herein. 

SB 3.30.31 

TEXT 31 

^^11 ?? II 

ekah prapadyate dhvdntam 
hitvedam sva-kalevaram 
kusaletara-pdtheyo 
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bhuta-drohena yad bhrtam 


SYNONYMS 

ekah —alone; prapadyate —he enters; dhvantam —darkness; hitvd —after quitting; idam — 
this; sva —his; kalevaram —body; kusala-itara —sin; pdtheyah —his passage money; 
bhuta —to other living entities; drohena —by injury; yat —which body; bhrtam —was 
maintained. 


TRANSLATION 

He goes alone to the darkest regions of hell after quitting the present body, and the 
money he acquired by envying other living entities is the passage money with which he 
leaves this world. 


PURPORT 

When a man earns money by unfair means and maintains his family and himself with 
that money, the money is enjoyed by many members of the family, but he alone goes to 
hell. A person who enjoys life by earning money or by envying another's life, and who 
enjoys with family and friends, will have to enjoy alone the resultant sinful reactions 
accrued from such violent and illicit life. For example, if a man secures some money by 
killing someone and with that money maintains his family, those who enjoy the black 
money earned by him are also partially responsible and are also sent to hell, but he who 
is the leader is especially punished. The result of material enjoyment is that one takes 
with him the sinful reaction only, and not the money. The money he earned is left in 
this world, and he takes only the reaction. 

In this world also, if a person acquires some money by murdering someone, the family is 
not hanged, although its members are sinfully contaminated. But the man who commits 
the murder and maintains his family is himself hanged as a murderer. The direct 
offender is more responsible for sinful activities than the indirect enjoyer. The great 
learned scholar Canakya Pandita says, therefore, that whatever one has in his possession 
had better be spent for the cause of sat, or the Supreme Personality of Godhead, because 
one cannot take his possessions with him. They remain here, and they will be lost. 

Either we leave the money or the money leaves us, but we will be separated. The best use 
of money as long as it is within our possession is to spend it to acquire Krsna 
consciousness. 


672 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 




TEXT 32 


SB 3.30.32 


ijt II II 

daivenasaditarh tasya 
samalarh niraye pumdn 
bhunkte kutumha-posasya 
hrta-vitta ivdturah 

SYNONYMS 

daivena —by the arrangement of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; dsdditam — 
obtained; tasya —his; samalam —sinful reaction; niraye —in a hellish condition; 
pumdn —the man; bhunkte —undergoes; kutumba-posasya —of maintaining a family; 
hrta-vittah —one whose wealth is lost; iva —like; dturah —suffering. 

TRANSLATION 

Thus, by the arrangement of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the maintainer of 
kinsmen is put into a hellish condition to suffer for his sinful activities, like a man who 
has lost his wealth. 


PURPORT 

The example set herein is that the sinful person suffers just like a man who has lost his 
wealth. The human form of body is achieved by the conditioned soul after many, many 
births and is a very valuable asset. Instead of utilizing this life to get liberation, if one 
uses it simply for the purpose of maintaining his so-called family and therefore performs 
foolish and unauthorized action, he is compared to a man who has lost his wealth and 
who, upon losing it, laments. When wealth is lost, there is no use lamenting, but as long 
as there is wealth, one has to utilize it properly and thereby gain eternal profit. It may be 
argued that when a man leaves his money earned by sinful activities, he also leaves his 
sinful activities here with his money. But it is especially mentioned herein that by 
superior arrangement (daivendsdditam), although the man leaves behind him his sinfully 
earned money, he carries the effect of it. When a man steals some money, if he is caught 
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and agrees to return it, he is not freed from the criminal punishment. By the law of the 
state, even though he returns the money, he has to undergo the punishment. Similarly, 
the money earned by a criminal process may be left by the man when dying, but by 
superior arrangement he carries with him the effect, and therefore he has to suffer 
hellish life. 

SB 3.30.33 

TEXT 33 

^ ^ Wt II 99 II 

kevalena hy adharmena 
kutumba-bharanotsukah 
ydti jivo 'ndha-tamisrarfi 
caramarh tamasah padam 

SYNONYMS 

kevalena —simply; hi —certainly; adharmena —by irreligious activities; kutumba —family; 
bharana —to maintain; utsukah —eager; ydti —goes; jivah —a person; andha-tdmisram — 
to Andha-tamisra; caramam —ultimate; tamasah —of darkness; padam —region. 

TRANSLATION 

Therefore a person who is very eager to maintain his family and kinsmen simply by black 
methods certainly goes to the darkest region of hell, which is known as Andha-tamisra. 

PURPORT 

Three words in this verse are very significant. Kevalena means "only by black methods," 
adharmena means "unrighteous" or "irreligious," and kutumba-bharana means "family 
maintenance." Maintaining one's family is certainly the duty of a householder, but one 
should be eager to earn his livelihood by the prescribed method, as stated in the 
scriptures. In Bhagavad-gitd it is described that the Lord has divided the social system 
into four classifications of castes, or varnas, according to quality and work. Apart from 
Bhagavad-gltd, in every society a man is known according to his quality and work. For 
example, when a man is constructing wooden furniture, he is called a carpenter, and a 
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man who works with an anvil and iron is called a blacksmith. Similarly, a man who is 
engaged in the medical or engineering fields has a particular duty and designation. All 
these human activities have been divided by the Supreme Lord into four varnas, namely 
brdhmana, ksatriya, vaisya and sudra. In Bhagavad-gltd and in other Vedic literatures, 
the specific duties of the brdhmana, ksatriya, vaisya and sudra are mentioned. 

One should work honestly according to his qualification. He should not earn his 
livelihood unfairly, by means for which he is not qualified. If a brdhmana who works as a 
priest so that he may enlighten his followers with the spiritual way of life is not qualified 
as a priest, then he is cheating the public. One should not earn by such unfair means. 
The same is applicable to a ksatriya or to a vaisya. It is especially mentioned that the 
means of livelihood of those who are trying to advance in Krsna consciousness must be 
very fair and uncomplicated. Here it is mentioned that he who earns his livelihood by 
unfair means (kevalena) is sent to the darkest hellish region. Otherwise, if one maintains 
his family by prescribed methods and honest means, there is no objection to one's being 
a family man. 

SB 3.30.34 

TEXT 34 

ii ii 

adhastdn nara-lokasya 
ydvatir ydtanddayah 
kramasah samanukramya 
punar atrdvrajec chucih 

SYNONYMS 

adhastdt —from below; nara-lokasya —human birth; ydvatlh —as many; ydtand — 
punishments; ddayah —and so on; kramasah —in a regular order; samanukramya — 
having gone through; punah —again; atra —here, on this earth; dvrajet —he may return; 
sucih —pure. 


TRANSLATION 

Having gone through all the miserable, hellish conditions and having passed in a regular 
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order through the lowest forms of animal life prior to human hirth, and having thus been 
purged of his sins, one is rehorn again as a human being on this earth. 

PURPORT 

Just as a prisoner, who has undergone troublesome prison life, is set free again, the 
person who has always engaged in impious and mischievous activities is put into hellish 
conditions, and when he has undergone different hellish lives, namely those of lower 
animals like cats, dogs and hogs, by the gradual process of evolution he again comes back 
as a human being. In Bhagavad-gltd it is stated that even though a person engaged in the 
practice of the yoga system may not finish perfectly and may fall down for some reason 
or other, his next life as a human being is guaranteed. It is stated that such a person, 
who has fallen from the path of yoga practice, is given a chance in his next life to take 
birth in a very rich family or in a very pious family. It is interpreted that "rich family" 
refers to a big mercantile family because generally people who engage in trades and 
mercantile business are very rich. One who engaged in the process of self-realization, or 
connecting with the Supreme Absolute Truth, but fell short is allowed to take birth in 
such a rich family, or he is allowed to take birth in the family of pious brdhmanas; either 
way, he is guaranteed to appear in human society in his next life. It can be concluded 
that if someone is not willing to enter into hellish life, as in Tamisra or Andha-tamisra, 
then he must take to the process of Krsna consciousness, which is the first-class yoga 
system, because even if one is unable to attain complete Krsna consciousness in this life, 
he is guaranteed at least to take his next birth in a human family. He cannot be sent 
into a hellish condition. Krsna consciousness is the purest life, and it protects all human 
beings from gliding down to hell to take birth in a family of dogs or hogs. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Thirtieth Chapter, of the Srimad- 
Bhagavatam, entitled "Description by Lord Kapila of Adverse Fruitive Activities." 


31. Lord Kapila’s Instructions on the Movements of the Living 

Entities 


SB 3.31.1 
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TEXTl 



^ ^:^FII^: II ? II 

srl-bhagavdn uvdca 
karmand daiva-netrena 
jantur dehopapattaye 
striydh pravista udararh 
purhso retah-kandsrayah 

SYNONYMS 

sri-bhagavdn uvdca —the Supreme Personality of Godhead said; karmand —by the result 
of work; daiva-netrena —under the supervision of the Lord; jantuh —the living entity; 
deha —a body; upapattaye —for obtaining; striydh —of a woman; pravistah —enters; 
udaram —the womb; purfisah —of a man; retah —of semen; kana —a particle; dhayah — 
dwelling in. 


TRANSLATION 

The Personality of Godhead said: Under the supervision of the Supreme Lord and 
according to the result of his work, the living entity, the soul, is made to enter into the 
womb of a woman through the particle of male semen to assume a particular type of body. 

PURPORT 

As stated in the last chapter, after suffering different kinds of hellish conditions, a man 
comes again to the human form of body. The same topic is continued in this chapter. In 
order to give a particular type of human form to a person who has already suffered 
hellish life, the soul is transferred to the semen of a man who is just suitable to become 
his father. During sexual intercourse, the soul is transferred through the semen of the 
father into the mother's womb in order to produce a particular type of body. This 
process is applicable to all embodied living entities, but it is especially mentioned for the 
man who was transferred to the Andha-tamisra hell. After suffering there, when he who 
has had many types of hellish bodies, like those of dogs and hogs, is to come again to the 
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human form, he is given the chance to take his birth in the same type of body from 
which he degraded himself to hell. 

Everything is done by the supervision of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Material 
nature supplies the body, but it does so under the direction of the Supersoul. It is said in 
Bhagavad-gita that a living entity is wandering in this material world on a chariot made 
by material nature. The Supreme Lord, as Supersoul, is always present with the 
individual soul. He directs material nature to supply a particular type of body to the 
individual soul according to the result of his work, and the material nature supplies it. 
Here one word, retah-kandsrayah, is very significant because it indicates that it is not 
the semen of the man that creates life within the womb of a woman; rather, the living 
entity, the soul, takes shelter in a particle of semen and is then pushed into the womb of 
a woman. Then the body develops. There is no possibility of creating a living entity 
without the presence of the soul simply by sexual intercourse. The materialistic theory 
that there is no soul and that a child is born simply by material combination of the 
sperm and ovum is not very feasible. It is unacceptable. 

SB 3.31.2 

TEXT 2 

g ^ II ? II 

kalalarh tv eka-rdtrena 
panca-rdtrena budbudam 
dasdhena tu karkandhuh 
pesy andarh vd tatah param 

SYNONYMS 

kalalam —mixing of the sperm and ovum; tu —then; eka-rdtrena —on the first night; 
panca-rdtrena —by the fifth night; budbudam —a bubble; dasa-ahena —in ten days; tu — 
then; karkandhuh —like a plum; pesi —a lump of flesh; andam —an egg; vd —or; tatah — 
thence; param —afterwards. 


TRANSLATION 

On the first night, the sperm and ovum mix, and on the fifth night the mixture ferments 
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into a bubble. On the tenth night it develops into a form like a plum, and after that, it 
gradually turns into a lump of flesh or an egg, as the case may be. 


PURPORT 


The body of the soul develops in four different ways according to its different sources. 
One kind of body, that of the trees and plants, sprouts from the earth; the second kind 
of body grows from perspiration, as with flies, germs and bugs; the third kind of body 
develops from eggs; and the fourth develops from an embryo. This verse indicates that 
after emulsification of the ovum and sperm, the body gradually develops either into a 
lump of flesh or into an egg, as the case may be. In the case of birds it develops into an 
egg, and in the case of animals and human beings it develops into a lump of flesh. 

SB 3.31.3 

TEXT 3 


^ 1M 5i«ii 


mdsena tu siro dvabhyam 
bahv-afighry-ady-afiga-vigrahah 
nakha-lorndsthi-carmdni 
linga-cchidrodbhavas tribhih 

SYNONYMS 

mdsena —within a month; tu —then; sirah —a head; dvdbhydm —in two months; bdhu — 
arms; anghri —feet; ddi —and so on; anga —limbs; vigrahah —form; nakha —nails; loma — 
body hair; asthi —bones; carmdni —and skin; liriga —organ of generation; chidra — 
apertures; udbhavah —appearance; tribhih —within three months. 

TRANSLATION 

In the course of a month, a head is formed, and at the end of two months the hands, feet 
and other limbs take shape. By the end of three months, the nails, fingers, toes, body hair, 
bones and skin appear, as do the organ of generation and the other apertures in the body, 
namely the eyes, nostrils, ears, mouth and anus. 

SB 3.31.4 


679 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 







TEXT 4 


1 

#1; II 8 II 

caturbhir dhatavah sapta 
paficabhih ksut-trd-udbhavah 
sadbhir jardyund vUah 
kuksau bhrdmyati daksine 

SYNONYMS 

caturbhih —within four months; dhdtavah —ingredients; sapta —seven; paficabhih — 
within five months; ksut-trt —of hunger and thirst; udbhavah —appearance; sadbhih — 
within six months; jardyund —by the amnion; vitah —enclosed; kuksau —in the 
abdomen; bhrdmyati —moves; daksine —on the right side. 

TRANSLATION 

Within four months from the date of conception, the seven essential ingredients of the 
body, namely chyle, blood, flesh, fat, bone, marrow and semen, come into existence. At 
the end of five months, hunger and thirst make themselves felt, and at the end of six 
months, the fetus, enclosed by the amnion, begins to move on the right side of the 
abdomen. 


PURPORT 

When the body of the child is completely formed at the end of six months, the child, if 
he is male, begins to move on the right side, and if female, she tries to move on the left 
side. 

SB 3.31.5 

TEXTS 

^ II X II 
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mdtur jagdhanna-panddyair 
edhad-dhdtur asammate 
sete vin-mutrayor garte 
sa jantur jantu-sambhave 

SYNONYMS 

mdtuh —of the mother; jagdha —taken; anna-pdna —by the food and drink; ddyaih —and 
so on; edhat —increasing; dhdtuh —the ingredients of his body; asammate —abominable; 
sete —remains; vit-mutrayoh —of stools and urine; garte —in a hollow; sah —that; 
jantuh —fetus; jantu —of worms; sambhave —the breeding place. 

TRANSLATION 

Deriving its nutrition from the food and drink taken by the mother, the fetus grows and 
remains in that abominable residence of stools and urine, which is the breeding place of 
all kinds of worms. 


PURPORT 

In the Mdrkandeya Purdna it is said that in the intestine of the mother the umbilical 
cord, which is known as dpydyanl, joins the mother to the abdomen of the child, and 
through this passage the child within the womb accepts the mother's assimilated 
foodstuff. In this way the child is fed by the mother's intestine within the womb and 
grows from day to day. The statement of the Mdrkandeya Purdna about the child's 
situation within the womb is exactly corroborated by modern medical science, and thus 
the authority of the purdnas cannot be disproved, as is sometimes attempted by the 
Mayavadi philosophers. 

Since the child depends completely on the assimilated foodstuff of the mother, during 
pregnancy there are restrictions on the food taken by the mother. Too much salt, chili, 
onion and similar food is forbidden for the pregnant mother because the child's body is 
too delicate and new for him to tolerate such pungent food. Restrictions and 
precautions to be taken by the pregnant mother, as enunciated in the smrti scriptures of 
Vedic literature, are very useful. We can understand from the Vedic literature how 
much care is taken to beget a nice child in society. The garbhddhdna ceremony before 
sexual intercourse was compulsory for persons in the higher grades of society, and it is 
very scientific. Other processes recommended in the Vedic literature during pregnancy 
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are also very important. To take care of the child is the primary duty of the parents 
because if such care is taken, society will be filled with good population to maintain the 
peace and prosperity of the society, country and human race. 

SB 3.31.6 

TEXT 6 

#1#^; II ? II 

krmibhih ksata-sarvdngah 
saukumdrydt pratiksanam 
murcchdm dpnoty uru-klesas 
tatratyaih ksudhitair muhuh 

SYNONYMS 

krmibhih —by worms; ksata —bitten; sarva-arigah —all over the body; saukumdrydt — 
because of tenderness; prati-ksanam —moment after moment; murcchdm — 
unconsciousness; dpnoti —he obtains; uru-klesah —whose suffering is great; tatratyaih — 
being there (in the abdomen); ksudhitaih —hungry; muhuh —again and again. 

TRANSLATION 

Bitten again and again all over the body by the hungry worms in the abdomen itself, the 
child suffers terrible agony because of his tenderness. He thus becomes unconscious 
moment after moment because of the terrible condition. 

PURPORT 

The miserable condition of material existence is not only felt when we come out of the 
womb of the mother, but is also present within the womb. Miserable life begins from the 
moment the living entity begins to contact his material body. Unfortunately, we forget 
this experience and do not take the miseries of birth very seriously. In Bhagavad-gltd, 
therefore, it is specifically mentioned that one should be very alert to understand the 
specific difficulties of birth and death. Just as during the formation of this body we have 
to pass through so many difficulties within the womb of the mother, at the time of death 
there are also many difficulties. As described in the previous chapter, one has to 
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transmigrate from one body to another, and the transmigration into the bodies of dogs 
and hogs is especially miserable. But despite such miserable conditions, due to the spell 
of mdyd we forget everything and become enamored by the present so-called happiness, 
which is described as actually no more than a counteraction to distress. 

SB 3.31.7 

TEXT? 

II ^ II 

katu-tiksnosna-lavana- 
ruksdmlddibhir ulbanaih 
mdtr-bhuktair upasprstah 
sarvdngotthita-vedanah 

SYNONYMS 

katu —bitter; tiksna —pungent; usna —hot; lavana —salty; riiksa —dry; amla —sour; 
ddibhih —and so on; ulbanaih —excessive; mdtr-bhuktaih —by foods eaten by the mother; 
upasprstah —affected; sarva-anga —all over the body; utthita —arisen; vedanah —pain. 

TRANSLATION 

Owing to the mother’s eating bitter, pungent foodstuffs, or food which is too salty or too 
sour, the body of the child incessantly suffers pains which are almost intolerable. 

PURPORT 

All descriptions of the child's bodily situation in the womb of the mother are beyond our 
conception. It is very difficult to remain in such a position, but still the child has to 
remain. Because his consciousness is not very developed, the child can tolerate it, 
otherwise he would die. That is the benediction of mdyd, who endows the suffering body 
with the qualifications for tolerating such terrible tortures. 

SB 3.31.8 

TEXTS 

3^ I 
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3ii(^ 


ulbena sarhvrtas tasminn 
antrais ca bahir dvrtah 
dste krtvd sirah kuksau 
bhugna-prstha-sirodharah 

SYNONYMS 

ulbena —by the amnion; sarhvrtah —enclosed; tasmin —in that place; antraih —by the 
intestines; ca —and; bahih —outside; dvrtah —covered; dste —he lies; krtvd —having put; 
sirah —the head; kuksau —towards the belly; bhugna —bent; prstha —back; sirah- 
dharah —neck. 


TRANSLATION 

Placed within the amnion and covered outside by the intestines, the child remains lying 
on one side of the abdomen, his head turned towards his belly and his back and neck 
arched like a bow. 


PURPORT 

If a grown man were put into such a condition as the child within the abdomen, 
completely entangled in all respects, it would be impossible for him to live even for a few 
seconds. Unfortunately, we forget all these sufferings and try to be happy in this life, not 
caring for the liberation of the soul from the entanglement of birth and death. It is an 
unfortunate civilization in which these matters are not plainly discussed to make people 
understand the precarious condition of material existence. 

SB 3.31.9 

TEXT 9 

^ ^ II II 

akalpah svdnga-cestdydrh 
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sakunta iva panjare 
tatra labdha-smrtir daivat 
karma janma-satodbhavam 
smaran dirgham anucchvdsarh 
sarma kirn ndma vindate 

SYNONYMS 

akalpah —unable; sva-anga —his limbs; cestdydm —to move; sakuntah —a bird; iva —like; 
panjare —in a cage; tatra —there; labdha-smrtih —having gained his memory; daivdt —by 
fortune; karma —activities; janma-sata-udbhavam —occurring during the last hundred 
births; smaran —remembering; dirgham —for a long time; anucchvdsam —sighing; 
sarma —peace of mind; kim —what; ndma —then; vindate —can he achieve. 

TRANSLATION 

The child thus remains just like a bird in a cage, without freedom of movement. At that 
time, if the child is fortunate, he can remember all the troubles of his past one hundred 
births, and he grieves wretchedly. What is the possibility of peace of mind in that 
condition? 


PURPORT 

After birth the child may forget about the difficulties of his past lives, but when we are 
grown-up we can at least understand the grievous tortures undergone at birth and death 
by reading the authorized scriptures like Srlmad-Bhdgavatam. If we do not believe in the 
scriptures, that is a different question, but if we have faith in the authority of such 
descriptions, then we must prepare for our freedom in the next life; that is possible in 
this human form of life. One who does not take heed of these indications of suffering in 
human existence is said to be undoubtedly committing suicide. It is said that this human 
form of life is the only means for crossing over the nescience of mdyd, or material 
existence. We have a very efficient boat in this human form of body, and there is a very 
expert captain, the spiritual master; the scriptural injunctions are like favorable winds. 

If we do not cross over the ocean of the nescience of material existence in spite of all 
these facilities, then certainly we are all intentionally committing suicide. 

SB 3.31.10 

TEXT 10 
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31RWI I 

Hfe?; II ?o II 


drabhya saptamdn mdsdl 
labdha-bodho 'pi vepitah 
naikatrdste suti-vdtair 
visthd-bhur iva sodarah 


SYNONYMS 

drabhya —beginning; saptamdt mdsdt —from the seventh month; labdha-bodhah — 
endowed with consciousness; api —although; vepitah —tossed; na —not; ekatra —in one 
place; dste —he remains; suti-vdtaih —by the winds for childbirth; visthd-bhuh —the 
worm; iva —like; sa-udarah —born of the same womb. 

TRANSLATION 

Thus endowed with the development of consciousness from the seventh month after his 
conception, the child is tossed downward by the airs that press the embryo during the 
weeks preceding delivery. Like the worms born of the same filthy abdominal cavity, he 
cannot remain in one place. 


PURPORT 

At the end of the seventh month the child is moved by the bodily air and does not 
remain in the same place, for the entire uterine system becomes slackened before 
delivery. The worms have been described here as sodara. Sodara means "born of the same 
mother." Since the child is born from the womb of the mother and the worms are also 
born of fermentation within the womb of the same mother, under the circumstances the 
child and the worms are actually brothers. We are very anxious to establish universal 
brotherhood among human beings, but we should take into consideration that even the 
worms are our brothers, what to speak of other living entities. Therefore, we should be 
concerned about all living entities. 

SB 3.31.11 

TEXT 11 
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fHIlfe: I 

H f^l ^ II ?? II 

ndthamdna rsir bhitah 
sapta-vadhrih krtdnjalih 
stuvlta tarn viklavayd 
vdcd yenodare 'rpitah 

SYNONYMS 

ndthamdnah —appealing; rsih —the living entity; bhitah —frightened; sapta-vadhrih — 
bound by the seven layers; krta-anjalih —with folded hands; stuvlta —prays; tarn —to the 
Lord; viklavayd —faltering; vaca—with words; yena —by whom; udare —in the womb; 
arpitah —he was placed. 


TRANSLATION 

The living entity in this frightful condition of life, bound by seven layers of material 
ingredients, prays with folded hands, appealing to the Lord, who has put him in that 
condition. 


PURPORT 

It is said that when a woman is having labor pains she promises that she will never again 
become pregnant and suffer from such a severely painful condition. Similarly, when one 
is undergoing some surgical operation he promises that he will never again act in such a 
way as to become diseased and have to undergo medical surgery, or when one falls into 
danger, he promises that he will never again make the same mistake. Similarly, the 
living entity, when put into a hellish condition of life, prays to the Lord that he will 
never again commit sinful activities and have to be put into the womb for repeated birth 
and death. In the hellish condition within the womb, the living entity is very much 
afraid of being born again, but when he is out of the womb, when he is in full life and 
good health, he forgets everything and commits again and again the same sins for which 
he was put into that horrible condition of existence. 

SB 3.31.12 

TEXT 12 
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'i|ftw^4«dli>-i<^m II II 

jantur uvdca 

tasyopasannam aviturh jagad icchaydtta- 
ndnd-tanor bhuvi calac-carandravindam 
so 'ham vrajdmi saranarh hy akuto-bhayarii me 
yenedrsi gatir adarsy asato'nurupd 

SYNONYMS 

jantuh uvdca —the human soul says; tasya —of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; 
upasannam —having approached for protection; avitum —to protect; jagat —the 
universe; icchayd —by His own will; dtta-ndnd-tanoh —who accepts various forms; 
bhuvi —on the earth; calat —walking; carana-aravindam —the lotus feet; sah aham —I 
myself; vrajdmi —go; saranam —unto the shelter; hi —indeed; akutah-bhayam —giving 
relief from all fear; me —for me; yena —by whom; idrsl —such; gatih —condition of life; 
adarsi —was considered; asatah —impious; anurupd —befitting. 

TRANSLATION 

The human soul says: I take shelter of the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, who appears in His various eternal forms and walks on the surface of the world. 
I take shelter of Him only, because He can give me relief from all fear and from Him I 
have received this condition of life, which is just befitting my impious activities. 

PURPORT 

The word calac-carandravindam refers to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who 
actually walks or travels upon the surface of the world. For example, Lord Ramacandra 
actually walked on the surface of the world, and Lord Krsna also walked just like an 
ordinary man. The prayer is therefore offered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
who descends to the surface of this earth, or any part of this universe, for the protection 
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of the pious and the destruction of the impious. It is confirmed in Bhagavad-gUd that 
when there is an increase of irreligion and discrepancies arise in the real religious 
activities, the Supreme Lord comes to protect the pious and kill the impious. This verse 
indicates Lord Krsna. 

Another significant point in this verse is that the Lord comes, icchayd, by His own will. 
As Krsna confirms in Bhagavad-gltd, sambhavdmy dtma-mdyayd: [Bg. 4.6] "I appear at My 
will, by My internal potential power." He is not forced to come by the laws of material 
nature. It is stated here, icchayd: He does not assume any form, as the impersonalists 
think, because He comes at His own will, and the form in which He descends is His 
eternal form. As the Supreme Lord puts the living entity into the condition of horrible 
existence. He can also deliver him, and therefore one should seek shelter at the lotus 
feet of Krsna. Krsna demands, "Give up everything and surrender unto Me." And it is 
also said in Bhagavad-gltd that anyone who approaches Him does not come back again to 
accept a form in material existence, but goes back to Godhead, back home, never to 
return. 


SB 3.31.13 

TEXT 13 

II II 

yas tv atra baddha iva karmabhir dvrtdtmd 
bhutendriydsayamayim avalambya mdydm 
dste visuddham avikdram akhanda-bodham 
dtapyamdna-hrdaye 'vasitarh namdmi 

SYNONYMS 

yah —who; tu —also; atra —here; baddhah —bound; iva —as if; karmabhih —by activities; 
dvrta —covered; dtmd —the pure soul; bhuta —the gross elements; indriya —the senses; 
dsaya —the mind; maylm —consisting of; avalambya —having fallen; mdydm —into 
mdyd; dste —remains; visuddham —completely pure; avikdram —without change; 
akhanda-bodham —possessed of unlimited knowledge; dtapyamdna —repentant; hrdaye — 
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in the heart; avasitam —residing; namami —I offer my respectful obeisances. 

TRANSLATION 

I, the pure soul, appearing now bound by my activities, am lying in the womb of my 
mother by the arrangement of maya. I offer my respectful obeisances unto Him who is 
also here with me but who is unaffected and changeless. He is unlimited, but He is 
perceived in the repentant heart. To Him I offer my respectful obeisances. 


PURPORT 


As stated in the previous verse, the jlva soul says, "I take shelter of the Supreme Lord." 
Therefore, constitutionally, the jlva soul is the subordinate servitor of the Supreme Soul, 
the Personality of Godhead. Both the Supreme Soul and the jlva soul are sitting in the 
same body, as confirmed in the Upanisads. They are sitting as friends, but one is 
suffering, and the other is aloof from suffering. 

In this verse it is said, visuddham avikdram akhanda-bodham: the Supersoul is always 
sitting apart from all contamination. The living entity is contaminated and suffering 
because he has a material body, but that does not mean that because the Lord is also 
with him. He also has a I material body. He is avikdram, changeless. He is always the 
same Supreme, but unfortunately the Mayavadi philosophers, because of their impure 
hearts, cannot understand that the Supreme Soul, the Supersoul, is different from the 
individual soul. It is said here, dtapyamdna-hrdaye 'vasitam: He is in the heart of every 
living entity, but He can be realized only by a soul who is repentant. The individual soul 
becomes repentant that he forgot his constitutional position, wanted to become one 
with the Supreme Soul and tried his best to lord it over material nature. He has been 
baffled, and therefore he is repentant. At that time. Supersoul, or the relationship 
between the Supersoul and the individual soul, is realized. As it is confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gltd, after many, many births the knowledge comes to the conditioned soul 
that Vasudeva is great. He is master, and He is Lord. The individual soul is the servant, 
and therefore he surrenders unto Him. At that time he becomes a mahdtmd, a great soul. 
Therefore, a fortunate living being who comes to this understanding, even within the 
womb of his mother, has his liberation assured. 


TEXT 14 


SB 3.31.14 
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yah panca-bhuta-racite rahitah sarire 
cchanno 'yathendriya-gunartha-cid-atmako 'ham 
tendvikuntha-mahimdnam rsirh tarn enarfi 
vande pararh prakrti-purusayoh pumdrfisam 

SYNONYMS 

yah —who; panca-bhuta —five gross elements; racite —made of; rahitah —separated; 
sarire —in the material body; channah —covered; ayathd —unfitly; indriya —senses; 
guna —qualities; artha —objects of senses; cit —ego; dtmakah —consisting of; aham —1; 
tena —by a material body; avikuntha-mahimdnam —whose glories are unobscured; rsim — 
all-knowing; tarn —that; enam —unto Him; vande —I offer obeisances; param — 
transcendental; prakrti —to material nature; purusayoh —to the living entities; 
pumdrhsam —unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

TRANSLATION 

I am separated from the Supreme Lord because of my being in this material body, which 
is made of five elements, and therefore my qualities and senses are being misused, 
although I am essentially spiritual. Because the Supreme Personality of Godhead is 
transcendental to material nature and the living entities, because He is devoid of such a 
material body, and because He is always glorious in His spiritual qualities, I offer my 
obeisances unto Him. 


PURPORT 

The difference between the living entity and the Supreme Personality of Godhead is 
that the living entity is prone to be subjected to material nature, whereas the Supreme 
Godhead is always transcendental to material nature as well as to the living entities. 
When the living entity is put into material nature, then his senses and qualities are 
polluted, or designated. There is no possibility for the Supreme Lord to become 
embodied by material qualities or material senses, for He is above the influence of 
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material nature and cannot possibly be put in the darkness of ignorance like the living 
entities. Because of His full knowledge, He is never subjected to the influence of 
material nature. Material nature is always under His control, and it is therefore not 
possible that material nature can control the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

Since the identity of the living entity is very minute, he is prone to be subjected to 
material nature, but when he is freed from this material body, which is false, he attains 
the same, spiritual nature as the Supreme Lord. At that time there is no qualitative 
difference between him and the Supreme Lord, but because he is not so quantitatively 
powerful as to never be put under the influence of material nature, he is quantitatively 
different from the Lord. 

The entire process of devotional service is to purify oneself of this contamination of 
material nature and put oneself on the spiritual platform, where he is qualitatively one 
with the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In the Vedas it is said that the living entity is 
always free. Asango hy ayarh purusah. The living entity is liberated. His material 
contamination is temporary, and his actual position is that he is liberated. This 
liberation is achieved by Krsna consciousness, which begins from the point of surrender. 
Therefore it is said here, "I offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme Person." 

SB 3.31.15 

TEXT 15 

^ II n II 

yan-mayayoru-guna-karma-nibandhane 'smin 
sdrhsdrike pathi cararhs tad-abhisramena 
nasta-smrtih punar ayarh pravmUa lokarh 
yuktyd kayd mahad-anugraham antareria 

SYNONYMS 

yat —of the Lord; mdyayd —by the mdyd; uru-guria —arising from the great modes; 
karma —activities; nibandhane —with bonds; asmin —this; sdrhsdrike —of repeated birth 
and death; pathi —on the path; caran —wandering; tat —of him; abhisrameria —with 
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great pains; nasta —lost; smrtih —memory; punah —again; ayam —this living entity; 
pravrnlta —may realize; lokam —his true nature; yuktyd kayd —by what means; mahat- 
anugraham —the mercy of the Lord; antarena —without. 

TRANSLATION 

The human soul further prays: The living entity is put under the influence of material 
nature and continues a hard struggle for existence on the path of repeated birth and 
death. This conditional life is due to his forgetfulness of his relationship with the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Therefore, without the Lord's mercy, how can he again 
engage in the transcendental loving service of the Lord? 

PURPORT 

The Mayavadi philosophers say that simply by cultivation of knowledge by mental 
speculation, one can be liberated from the condition of material bondage. But here it is 
said one is liberated not by knowledge but by the mercy of the Supreme Lord. The 
knowledge the conditioned soul gains by mental speculation, however powerful it may 
be, is always too imperfect to approach the Absolute Truth. It is said that without the 
mercy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead one cannot understand Him or His actual 
form, quality and name. Those who are not in devotional service go on speculating for 
many, many thousands of years, but they are still unable to understand the nature of the 
Absolute Truth. 

One can be liberated in the knowledge of the Absolute Truth simply by the mercy of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is clearly said herein that our memory is lost 
because we are now covered by His material energy. Arguments may be put forward as to 
why we have been put under the influence of this material energy by the supreme will of 
the Lord. This is explained in Bhagavad-gltd, where the Lord says, "I am sitting in 
everyone's heart, and due to Me one is forgetful or one is alive in knowledge." The 
forgetfulness of the conditioned soul is also due to the direction of the Supreme Lord. A 
living entity misuses his little independence when he wants to lord it over material 
nature. This misuse of independence, which is called mdyd, is always available, otherwise 
there would be no independence. Independence implies that one can use it properly or 
improperly. It is not static; it is dynamic. Therefore, misuse of independence is the cause 
of being influenced by mdyd. 

Mdyd is so strong that the Lord says that it is very difficult to surmount her influence. 
But one can do so very easily "if he surrenders unto Me." Mam eva ye prapadyante: 
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anyone who surrenders unto Him can overcome the influence of the stringent laws of 
material nature. It is clearly said here that a living entity is put under the influence of 
mdyd by His will, and if anyone wants to get out of this entanglement, this can be made 
possible simply by His mercy. 

The activities of the conditioned souls under the influence of material nature are 
explained here. Every conditioned soul is engaged in different types of work under the 
influence of material nature. We can see in the material world that the conditioned soul 
acts so powerfully that he is playing wonderfully in creating the so-called advancements 
of material civilization for sense gratification. But actually his position is to know that 
he is an eternal servant of the Supreme Lord. When he is actually in perfect knowledge, 
he knows that the Lord is the supreme worshipful object and that the living entity is His 
eternal servant. Without this knowledge, he engages in material activities; that is called 
ignorance. 

SB 3.31.16 

TEXT 16 

^ ^ II ?? II 

jndnarh yad etad adadhdt katamah sa devas 
trai-kdlikarh sthira-caresv anuvartitdrinsah 
tarn jlva-karma-padavlm anuvartamdnds 
tdpa-trayopasamandya vayarh bhajema 

SYNONYMS 

jndnam —knowledge; yat —which; etat —this; adadhdt —gave; katamah —who other 
than; sah —that; devah —the Personality of Godhead; trai-kdlikam —of the three phases 
of time; sthira-caresu —in the inanimate and animate objects; anuvartita —dwelling; 
arhsah —His partial representation; tarn —unto Him; jiva —of the jiva souls; karma- 
padavim —the path of fruitive activities; anuvartamdndh —who are pursuing; tdpa- 
traya —from the threefold miseries; upasamandya —for getting free; vayam —we; 
bhajema —must surrender. 
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TRANSLATION 


No one other than the Supreme Personality of Godhead, as the localized Paramatma, the 
partial representation of the Lord, is directing all inanimate and animate objects. He is 
present in the three phases of time-past, present and future. Therefore, the conditioned 
soul is engaged in different activities by His direction, and in order to get free from the 
threefold miseries of this conditional life, we have to surrender unto Him only. 

PURPORT 

When a conditioned soul is seriously anxious to get out of the influence of the material 
clutches, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is situated within him as 
Paramatma, gives him this knowledge: "Surrender unto Me." As the Lord says in 
Bhagavad-gltd, "Give up all other engagements. Just surrender unto Me." It is to be 
accepted that the source of knowledge is the Supreme Person. This is also confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gltd. Mattah smrtir jfidnam apohanarh ca [Bg. 15.15]. The Lord says, "Through 
Me one gets real knowledge and memory, and one also forgets through Me." To one who 
wants to be materially satisfied or who wants to lord it over material nature, the Lord 
gives the opportunity to forget His service and engage in the so-called happiness of 
material activities. Similarly, when one is frustrated in lording it over material nature 
and is very serious about getting out of this material entanglement, the Lord, from 
within, gives him the knowledge that he has to surrender unto Him; then there is 
liberation. 

This knowledge cannot be imparted by anyone other than the Supreme Lord or His 
representative. In the Caitanya-caritdmrta Lord Gaitanya instructs Rupa Gosvami that 
the living entities wander in life after life, undergoing the miserable conditions of 
material existence. But when one is very anxious to get free from the material 
entanglement, he gets enlightenment through a spiritual master and Krsna. This means 
that Krsna as the Supersoul is seated within the heart of the living entity, and when the 
living entity is serious, the Lord directs him to take shelter of His representative, a bona 
fide spiritual master. Directed from within and guided externally by the spiritual master, 
one attains the path of Krsna consciousness, which is the way out of the material 
clutches. 

Therefore there is no possibility of one's being situated in his own position unless he is 
blessed by the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Unless he is enlightened with the 
supreme knowledge, one has to undergo the severe penalties of the hard struggle for 
existence in the material nature. The spiritual master is therefore the mercy 
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manifestation of the Supreme Person. The conditioned soul has to take direct 
instruction from the spiritual master, and thus he gradually becomes enlightened to the 
path of Krsna consciousness. The seed of Krsna consciousness is sown within the heart 
of the conditioned soul, and when one hears instruction from the spiritual master, the 
seed fructifies, and one's life is blessed. 

SB 3.31.17 

TEXT 17 

^ II II 

dehy anya-deha-vivare jathardgnindsrg- 
vin-mutra-kupa-patito bhrsa-tapta-dehah 
icchann ito vivasiturh ganayan sva-mdsdn 
nirvdsyate krpana-dhir bhagavan kadd nu 

SYNONYMS 

dehi —the embodied soul; anya-deha —of another body; vivare —in the abdomen; 
jathara —of the stomach; agnind —by the fire; asrk —of blood; vit —stool; mutra —and 
urine; kupa —in a pool; patitah —fallen; bhrsa —strongly; tapta —scorched; dehah —his 
body; icchan —desiring; itah —from that place; vivasitum —to get out; ganayan — 
counting; svamdsdn —his months; nirvdsyate —will be released; krpana-dhlh —person of 
miserly intelligence; bhagavan —O Lord; kadd —when; nu —indeed. 

TRANSLATION 

Fallen into a pool of blood, stool and urine within the abdomen of his mother, his own 
body scorched by the mother's gastric fire, the embodied soul, anxious to get out, counts 
his months and prays, **0 my Lord, when shall I, a wretched soul, be released from this 
confinement?" 


PURPORT 
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The precarious condition of the living entity within the womb of his mother is described 
here. On one side of where the child is floating is the heat of gastric fire, and on the 
other side are urine, stool, blood and discharges. After seven months the child, who has 
regained his consciousness, feels the horrible condition of his existence and prays to the 
Lord. Counting the months until his release, he becomes greatly anxious to get out of 
the confinement. The so-called civilized man does not take account of this horrible 
condition of life, and sometimes, for the purpose of sense gratification, he tries to kill 
the child by methods of contraception or abortion. Unserious about the horrible 
condition in the womb, such persons continue in materialism, grossly misusing the 
chance of the human form of life. 

The word krpana-dhlh is significant in this verse. Dhi means "intelligence," and krpana 
means "miserly." Conditional life is for persons who are of miserly intelligence or who do 
not properly utilize their intelligence. In the human form of life the intelligence is 
developed, and one has to utilize that developed intelligence to get out of the cycle of 
birth and death. One who does not do so is a miser, just like a person who has immense 
wealth but does not utilize it, keeping it simply to see. A person who does not actually 
utilize his human intelligence to get out of the clutches of mdyd, the cycle of birth and 
death, is accepted as miserly. The exact opposite of miserly is uddra, "very 
magnanimous." A brdhmana is called uddra because he utilizes his human intelligence 
for spiritual realization. He uses that intelligence to preach Krsna consciousness for the 
benefit of the public, and therefore he is magnanimous. 

SB 3.31.18 

TEXT 18 

I 

H 

^ ^ II II 

yenedrsirh gatim asau dasa-mdsya Isa 
sangrdhitah puru-dayena bhavddrsena 
svenaiva tusyatu krtena sa dlna-ndthah 
ko ndma tat-prati vindnjalim asya kurydt 

SYNONYMS 
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yena —by whom (the Lord); idrslm —such; gatim —a condition; asau —that person 
(myself); dasa-mdsyah —ten months old; Isa —O Lord; sangrdhitah —was made to accept; 
puru-dayena —very merciful; bhavadrsena —incomparable; svena —own; eva —alone; 
tusyatu —may He be pleased; krtena —with His act; sah —that; dlna-nathah —refuge of 
the fallen souls; kah —who; ndma —indeed; tat —that mercy; prati —in return; vind — 
except with; anjalim —folded hands; asya —of the Lord; kurydt —can repay. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, by Your causeless mercy I am awakened to consciousness, although I am 
only ten months old. For this causeless mercy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the 
friend of all fallen souls, there is no way to express my gratitude but to pray with folded 
hands. 


PURPORT 

As stated in Bhagavad-gitd, intelligence and forgetfulness are both supplied by the 
Supersoul sitting with the individual soul within the body. When He sees that a 
conditioned soul is very serious about getting out of the clutches of the material 
influence, the Supreme Lord gives intelligence internally as Supersoul and externally as 
the spiritual master, or, as an incarnation of the Personality of Godhead Himself, He 
helps by speaking instructions such as Bhagavad-gUd. The Lord is always seeking the 
opportunity to reclaim the fallen souls to His abode, the kingdom of God. We should 
always feel very much obliged to the Personality of Godhead, for He is always anxious to 
bring us into the happy condition of eternal life. There is no sufficient means to repay 
the Personality of Godhead for His act of benediction; therefore, we can simply feel 
gratitude and pray to the Lord with folded hands. This prayer of the child in the womb 
may be questioned by some atheistic people. How can a child pray in such a nice way in 
the womb of his mother? Everything is possible by the grace of the Lord. The child is put 
into such a precarious condition externally, but internally he is the same, and the Lord 
is there. By the transcendental energy of the Lord, everything is possible. 

SB 3.31.19 

TEXT 19 
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^ ^ 

^ ^ sdbi II n II 


pasyaty ayarh dhisanaya nanu sapta-vadhrih 
sdrirake dama-sariry aparah sva-dehe 
yat-srstaydsarh tarn aharfi purusarh purdriarh 
pasye bahir hrdi ca caityam iva pratltam 

SYNONYMS 

pasyati —sees; ayam —this living entity; dhisariayd —with intelligence; nanu —only; 
sapta-vadhrih —bound by the seven layers of material coverings; sdrirake —agreeable and 
disagreeable sense perceptions; dama-sariri —having a body for self-control; aparah — 
another; sva-dehe —in his body; yat —by the Supreme Lord; srstayd —endowed; dsam — 
was; tarn —Him; aham —I; purusam —person; purdriam —oldest; pasye —see; bahih — 
outside; hrdi —in the heart; ca —and; caityam —the source of the ego; iva —indeed; 
pratltam —recognized. 


TRANSLATION 

The living entity in another type of body sees only by instinct; he knows only the 
agreeable and disagreeable sense perceptions of that particular body. But I have a body in 
which I can control my senses and can understand my destination; therefore, I offer my 
respectful obeisances to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, by whom I have been 
blessed with this body and by whose grace I can see Him within and without. 

PURPORT 

The evolutionary process of different types of bodies is something like that of a 
fructifying flower. Just as there are different stages in the growth of a flower—the bud 
stage, the blooming stage and the full—fledged, grown-up stage of aroma and beauty— 
similarly, there are 8,400,000 species of bodies in gradual evolution, and there is 
systematic progress from the lower species of life to the higher. The human form of life 
is supposed to be the highest, for it offers consciousness for getting out of the clutches of 
birth and death. The fortunate child in the womb of his mother realizes his superior 
position and is thereby distinguished from other bodies. Animals in bodies lower than 
that of the human being are conscious only as far as their bodily distress and happiness 
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are concerned; they cannot think of more than their bodily necessities of life-eating, 
sleeping, mating and defending. But in the human form of life, by the grace of God, the 
consciousness is so developed that a man can evaluate his exceptional position and thus 
realize the self and the Supreme Lord. 

The word dama-sariri means that we have a body in which we can control the senses 
and the mind. The complication of materialistic life is due to an uncontrolled mind and 
uncontrolled senses. One should feel grateful to the Supreme Personality of Godhead for 
having obtained such a nice human form of body, and one should properly utilize it. The 
distinction between an animal and a man is that the animal cannot control himself and 
has no sense of decency, whereas the human being has the sense of decency and can 
control himself. If this controlling power is not exhibited by the human being, then he is 
no better than an animal. By controlling the senses, or by the process of yoga regulation, 
one can understand the position of his self, the Supersoul, the world and their 
interrelation; everything is possible by controlling the senses. Otherwise, we are no 
better than animals. 

Real self-realization by means of controlling the senses is explained herein. One should 
try to see the Supreme Personality of Godhead and one's own self also. To think oneself 
the same as the Supreme is not self-realization. Here it is clearly explained that the 
Supreme Lord is anddi, or purdna, and He has no other cause. The living entity is born 
of the Supreme Godhead as part and parcel. It is confirmed in the Brahma-samhitd, 
anddir ddir govindah: [Bs. 5.11 Govinda, the Supreme person, has no cause. He is unborn. 
But the living entity is born of Him. As confirmed in Bhagavad-gitd, mamaivdmsah: both 
the living entity and the Supreme Lord are unborn, but it has to be understood that the 
supreme cause of the part and parcel is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Brahma- 
sarfihitd therefore says that everything has come from the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead (sarva-kdrana-kdranam [Bs. 5.1]). The Veddnta-sutra confirms this also. 
Janmddy asya yatah: [SB l.l.l] the Absolute Truth is the original source of everyone's 
birth. Krsna also says in Bhagavad-gitd, aharh sarvasya prabhavah: [Bg. 10.8] "I am the 
source of birth of everything, including Brahma and Lord Siva and the living entities." 
This is self-realization. One should know that he is under the control of the Supreme 
Lord and not think that he is fully independent. Otherwise, why should he be put into 
conditional life? 


SB 3.31.20 

TEXT 20 

ciggft M 
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^wr 

ftsJn»#5feg «<iR|x|phild< II ?o II 


so 'ham vasann api vibho bahu-duhkha-vdsarn 
garbhdn na nirjigamise bahir andha-kupe 
yatropaydtam upasarpati deva-mdyd 
mithyd matir yad-anu sarhsrti-cakram etat 

SYNONYMS 

sah aham —I myself; vasan —living; api —although; vibho —O Lord; bahu-duhkha —with 
many miseries; vdsam —in a condition; garbhdt —from the abdomen; na —not; 
nirjigamise —I wish to depart; bahih —outside; andha-kupe —in the blind well; yatra — 
where; upaydtam —one who goes there; upasarpati —she captures; deva-mdyd —the 
external energy of the Lord; mithyd —false; matih —identification; yat —which mdyd; 
anu —according to; sarhsrti —of continual birth and death; cakram —cycle; etat —this. 

TRANSLATION 

Therefore, my Lord, although I am living in a terrible condition, I do not wish to depart 
from my mother's abdomen to fall again into the blind well of materialistic life. Your 
external energy, called deva-maya, at once captures the newly born child, and 
immediately false identification, which is the beginning of the cycle of continual birth and 
death, begins. 


PURPORT 

As long as the child is within the womb of his mother, he is in a very precarious and 
horrible condition of life, but the benefit is that he revives pure consciousness of his 
relationship with the Supreme Lord and prays for deliverance. But once he is outside the 
abdomen, when a child is born, mdyd, or the illusory energy, is so strong that he is 
immediately overpowered into considering his body to be his self. Maya means "illusion," 
or that which is actually not. In the material world, everyone is identifying with his 
body. This false egoistic consciousness of "I am this body" at once develops after the 
child comes out of the womb. The mother and other relatives are awaiting the child, and 
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as soon as he is born, the mother feeds him, and everyone takes care of him. The living 
entity soon forgets his position and becomes entangled in bodily relationships. The 
entire material existence is entanglement in this bodily conception of life. Real 
knowledge means to develop the consciousness of "I am not this body. I am spirit soul, an 
eternal part and parcel of the Supreme Lord." Real knowledge entails renunciation, or 
nonacceptance of this body as the self. 

By the influence of mdyd, the external energy, one forgets everything just after birth. 
Therefore the child is praying that he prefers to remain within the womb rather than 
come out. It is said that Sukadeva Gosvami, on this consideration, remained for sixteen 
years within the womb of his mother; he did not want to be entangled in false bodily 
identification. After cultivating such knowledge within the womb of his mother, he 
came out at the end of sixteen years and immediately left home so that he might not be 
captured by the influence of mdyd. The influence of mdyd is also explained in Bhagavad- 
gltd as insurmountable. But insurmountable mdyd can be overcome simply by Krsna 
consciousness. That is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd (7.14): mam eva ye prapadyante 
mdydm etdrh taranti te. Whoever surrenders unto the lotus feet of Krsna can get out of 
this false conception of life. By the influence of mdyd only, one forgets his eternal 
relationship with Krsna and identifies himself with his body and the by-products of the 
body—namely wife, children, society, friendship and love. Thus he becomes a victim of 
the influence of mdyd, and his materialistic life of continued birth and death becomes 
still more stringent. 

SB 3.31.21 

TEXT 21 

’fit ^ 

PI ^ II ?? II 

tasmdd aharfi vigata-viklava uddharisya 
dtmdnam dsu tamasah suhrddtmanaiva 
bhuyo yathd vyasanam etad aneka-randhram 
md me bhavisyad upasddita-visnu-pddah 

SYNONYMS 
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tasmdt —therefore; aham —I; vigata —ceased; viklavah —agitation; uddharisye —shall 
deliver; dtmdnam —myself; dsu —quickly; tamasah —from the darkness; suhrdd dtmand — 
with friendly intelligence; eva —indeed; bhiiyah —again; yathd —so that; vyasanam — 
plight; etat —this; aneka-randhram —entering many wombs; md —not; me —my; 
bhavisyat —may occur; upasddita —placed (in my mind); visnu-pddah —the lotus feet of 
Lord Visnu. 


TRANSLATION 

Therefore, without being agitated any more, I shall deliver myself from the darkness of 
nescience with the help of my friend, clear consciousness. Simply by keeping the lotus 
feet of Lord Visnu in my mind, I shall be saved from entering into the wombs of many 
mothers for repeated birth and death. 


PURPORT 

The miseries of material existence begin from the very day when the spirit soul takes 
shelter in the ovum and sperm of the mother and father, they continue after he is born 
from the womb, and then they are further prolonged. We do not know where the 
suffering ends. It does not end, however, by one's changing his body. The change of body 
is taking place at every moment, but that does not mean that we are improving from the 
fetal condition of life to a more comfortable condition. The best thing is, therefore, to 
develop Krsna consciousness. Here it is stated, upasddita-visnu-pddah. This means 
realization of Krsna consciousness. One who is intelligent, by the grace of the Lord, and 
develops Krsna consciousness, is successful in his life because simply by keeping himself 
in Krsna consciousness, he will be saved from the repetition of birth and death. 

The child prays that it is better to remain within the womb of darkness and be 
constantly absorbed in Krsna consciousness than to get out and again fall a victim to the 
illusory energy. The illusory energy acts within the abdomen as well as outside the 
abdomen, but the trick is that one should remain Krsna conscious, and then the effect of 
such a horrible condition cannot act unfavorably upon him. In Bhagavad-gUd it is said 
that one's intelligence is his friend, and the same intelligence can also be his enemy. 

Here also the same idea is repeated: suhrddtmanaiva, friendly intelligence. Absorption of 
intelligence in the personal service of Krsna and full consciousness of Krsna always are 
the path of self-realization and liberation. Without being unnecessarily agitated, if we 
take to the process of Krsna consciousness by constantly chanting Hare Krsna, Hare 
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, the 
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cycle of birth and death can be stopped for good. 

It may be questioned herein how the child can be fully Krsna conscious within the 
womb of the mother without any paraphernalia with which to execute Krsna 
consciousness. It is not necessary to arrange for paraphernalia to worship the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Visnu. The child wants to remain within the abdomen of its 
mother and at the same time wants to become free from the clutches of mdyd. One does 
not need any material arrangement to cultivate Krsna consciousness. One can cultivate 
Krsna consciousness anywhere and everywhere, provided he can always think of Krsna. 
The mahd-mantra, Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare 
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, can be chanted even within the abdomen of one's 
mother. One can chant while sleeping, while working, while imprisoned in the womb or 
while outside. This Krsna consciousness cannot be checked in any circumstance. The 
conclusion of the child's prayer is: "Let me remain in this condition; although it is very 
miserable, it is better not to fall a victim to mdyd again by going outside." 

SB 3.31.22 

TEXT 22 

tllf: II 55 II 

kapila uvdca 
evarh krta-matir garbhe 
dasa-mdsyah stuvann rsih 
sadyah ksipaty avdclnarh 
prasutyai siiti-mdrutah 

SYNONYMS 

kapilah uvdca —Lord Kapila said; evam —thus; krta-matih —desiring; garbhe —in the 
womb; dasa-mdsyah —ten-month-old; stuvan —extolling; rsih —the living entity; 
sadyah —at that very time; ksipati —propels; avdclnam —turned downward; prasutyai — 
for birth; suti-mdrutah —the wind for childbirth. 

TRANSLATION 
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Lord Kapila continued: The ten-month-old living entity has these desires even while in 
the womb. But while he thus extols the Lord, the wind that helps parturition propels him 
forth with his face turned downward so that he may be born. 

SB 3.31.23 

TEXT 23 

II ?? II 

tendvasrstah sahasd 
krtvdvdk sira dturah 
viniskrdmati krcchrena 
nirucchvdso hata-smrtih 

SYNONYMS 

tena —by that wind; avasrstah —pushed downward; sahasd —suddenly; krtvd —turned; 
avdk —downward; sirah —his head; dturah —suffering; viniskrdmati —he comes out; 
krcchrena —with great trouble; nirucchvdsah —breathless; hata —deprived of; smrtih — 
memory. 


TRANSLATION 

Pushed downward all of a sudden by the wind, the child comes out with great trouble, 
head downward, breathless and deprived of memory due to severe agony. 

PURPORT 

The word krcchrena means "with great difficulty." When the child comes out of the 
abdomen through the narrow passage, due to pressure there the breathing system 
completely stops, and due to agony the child loses his memory. Sometimes the trouble is 
so severe that the child comes Out dead or almost dead. One can imagine what the 
pangs of birth are like. The child remains for ten months in that horrible condition 
within the abdomen, and at the end of ten months he is forcibly pushed out. In 
Bhagavad-gltd the Lord points out that a person who is serious about advancement in 
spiritual consciousness should always consider the four pangs of birth, death, disease and 
old age. The materialist advances in many ways, but he is unable to stop these four 
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principles of suffering inherent in material existence. 


SB 3.31.24 


TEXT 24 

^ ^ ^ IIRB II 

patito bhuvy asrn-misrah 
visthd-bhur iva cestate 
roruyati gate jndne 
viparltdm gatirh gatah 

SYNONYMS 

patitah —fallen; bhuvi —on the earth; asrk —with blood; misrah —smeared; visthd-bhuh — 
a worm; iva —like; cestate —he moves his limbs; roruyati —cries loudly; gate —being lost; 
jndne —his wisdom; viparltdm —the opposite; gatim —state; gatah —gone to. 

TRANSLATION 

The child thus falls on the ground, smeared with stool and blood, and plays just like a 
worm germinated from the stool. He loses his superior knowledge and cries under the 
spell of maya. 

SB 3.31.25 

TEXT 25 

3Rfi|j)dHm^: II II 

para-cchandarh na vidusd 
pusyamdno janena sah 
anabhipretam dpannah 
pratydkhydtum anlsvarah 

SYNONYMS 
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para-chandam —the desire of another; na —not; vidusd —understanding; pusyamdnah — 
being maintained; janena —by persons; sah —he; anabhipretam —into undesirable 
circumstances; dpannah —fallen; pratydkhydtum —to refuse; anlsvarah —unable. 

TRANSLATION 

After coming out of the abdomen, the child is given to the care of persons who are unable 
to understand what he wants, and thus he is nursed by such persons. Unable to refuse 
whatever is given to him, he falls into undesirable circumstances. 

PURPORT 

Within the abdomen of the mother, the nourishment of the child was being carried on 
by nature's own arrangement. The atmosphere within the abdomen was not at all 
pleasing, but as far as the child's feeding was concerned, it was being properly done by 
the laws of nature. But upon coming out of the abdomen the child falls into a different 
atmosphere. He wants to eat one thing, but something else is given to him because no 
one knows his actual demand, and he cannot refuse the undesirables given to him. 
Sometimes the child cries for the mother's breast, but because the nurse thinks that it is 
due to pain within his stomach that he is crying, she supplies him some bitter medicine. 
The child does not want it, but he cannot refuse it. He is put in very awkward 
circumstances, and the suffering continues. 

SB 3.31.26 

TEXT 26 


sdyito 'suci-paryanke 
jantuh svedaja-dusite 
nesah kanduyane 'ngdndm 
dsanotthdna-cestane 

SYNONYMS 

sdyitah —laid down; asuci-paryanke —on a foul bed; jantuh —the child; sveda-ja —with 
creatures born from sweat; dusite —infested; na Isah —incapable of; kanduyane — 


707 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 







scratching; anganam —his limbs; asana —sitting; utthana —standing; cestane —or 
moving. 


TRANSLATION 

Laid down on a foul bed infested with sweat and germs, the poor child is incapable of 
scratching bis body to get relief from bis itching sensation to say nothing of sitting up, 
standing or even moving. 


PURPORT 

It should be noted that the child is born crying and suffering. After birth the same 
suffering continues, and he cries. Because he is disturbed by the germs in his foul bed, 
which is contaminated by his urine and stool, the poor child continues to cry. He is 
unable to take any remedial measure for his relief. 

SB 3.31.27 

TEXT 27 

^ II II 

tudanty dma-tvacarh darhsd 
masakd matkunddayah 
rudantarh vigata-jndnarn 
krmayah krmikarh yathd 

SYNONYMS 

tudanti —they bite; dma-tvacam —the baby, whose skin is soft; darfisdh —gnats; 
masakdh —mosquitoes; matkuna —bugs; ddayah —and other creatures; rudantam — 
crying; vigata —deprived of; jndnam —wisdom; krmayah —worms; krmikam —a worm; 
yathd —just as. 


TRANSLATION 

In his helpless condition, gnats, mosquitoes, bugs and other germs bite the baby, whose 
skin is tender, just as smaller worms bite a big worm. The child, deprived of his wisdom. 
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cries bitterly. 


PURPORT 

The word vigata jndnam means that the spiritual knowledge which the child developed 
in the abdomen is already lost to the spell of mdyd. Owing to various kinds of 
disturbances and to being out of the abdomen, the child cannot remember what he was 
thinking of for his salvation. It is assumed that even if a person acquires some spiritually 
uplifting knowledge, circumstantially he is prone to forget it. Not only children but also 
elderly persons should be very careful to protect their sense of Krsna consciousness and 
avoid unfavorable circumstances so that they may not forget their prime duty. 

SB 3.31.28 

TEXT 28 

^ ^ I 

II II 

ity evarh saisavarh bhuktvd 
duhkharn paugandam eva ca 
alabdhdbhlpsito 'jndndd 
iddha-manyuh sucdrpitah 

SYNONYMS 

iti evam —in this way; saisavam —childhood; bhuktvd —having undergone; duhkharn — 
distress; paugandam —boyhood; eva —even; ca —and; alabdha —not achieved; 
abhlpsitah —he whose desires; ajndndt —due to ignorance; iddha —kindled; manyuh —his 
anger; sued —by sorrow; arpitah —overcome. 

TRANSLATION 

In this way, the child passes through his childhood, suffering different kinds of distress, 
and attains boyhood. In boyhood also he suffers pain over desires to get things he can 
never achieve. And thus, due to ignorance, he becomes angry and sorry. 

PURPORT 
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From birth to the end of five years of age is called childhood. After five years up to the 
end of the fifteenth year is called pauganda. At sixteen years of age, youth begins. The 
distresses of childhood are already explained, but when the child attains boyhood he is 
enrolled in a school which he does not like. He wants to play, but he is forced to go to 
school and study and take responsibility for passing examinations. Another kind of 
distress is that he wants to get some things with which to play, but circumstances may be 
such that he is not able to attain them, and he thus becomes aggrieved and feels pain. In 
one word, he is unhappy, even in his boyhood, just as he was unhappy in his childhood, 
what to speak of youth. Boys are apt to create so many artificial demands for playing, 
and when they do not attain satisfaction they become furious with anger, and the result 
is suffering. 

SB 3.31.29 

TEXT 29 

3.^’I I 

^ WR: II II 

saha dehena mdnena 
vardhamanena manyund 
karoti vigraharh kdmi 
kdmisv antdya cdtmanah 

SYNONYMS 

saha —with; dehena —the body; mdnena —with false prestige; vardhamdnena — 
increasing; manyund —on account of anger; karoti —he creates; vigraham —enmity; 
kdml —the lusty person; kdmisu —towards other lusty people; antdya —for destruction; 
ca —and; dtmanah —of his soul. 


TRANSLATION 

With the growth of the body, the living entity, in order to vanquish his soul, increases his 
false prestige and anger and thereby creates enmity towards similarly lusty people. 

PURPORT 

In Bhagavad-gitd, Third Chapter, verse 36, Arjuna inquired from Krsna about the cause 
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of a living being's lust. It is said that a living entity is eternal and, as such, qualitatively 
one with the Supreme Lord. Then what is the reason he falls prey to the material and 
commits so many sinful activities by the influence of the material energy? In reply to 
this question. Lord Krsna said that it is lust which causes a living entity to glide down 
from his exalted position to the abominable condition of material existence. This lust 
circumstantially changes into anger. Both lust and anger stand on the platform of the 
mode of passion. Lust is actually the product of the mode of passion, and in the absence 
of satisfaction of lust, the same desire transforms into anger on the platform of 
ignorance. When ignorance covers the soul, it is the source of his degradation to the 
most abominable condition of hellish life. 

To raise oneself from hellish life to the highest position of spiritual understanding is to 
transform this lust into love of Krsna. Sri Narottama dasa Thakura, a great deary a of the 
Vaisnava sampraddya, said, kdma krsna-karmdrpane: due to our lust, we want many 
things for our sense gratification, but the same lust can be transformed in a purified way 
so that we want everything for the satisfaction of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
Anger also can be utilized towards a person who is atheistic or who is envious of the 
Personality of Godhead. As we have fallen into this material existence because of our 
lust and anger, the same two qualities can be utilized for the purpose of advancing in 
Krsna consciousness, and one can elevate himself again to his former pure, spiritual 

A 

position. Srila Rupa Gosvami has therefore recommended that because in material 
existence we have so many objects of sense gratification, which we need for the 
maintenance of the body, we should use all of them without attachment, for the purpose 
of satisfying the senses of Krsna; that is actual renunciation. 

SB 3.31.30 

TEXT 30 

bhutaih pancabhir drabdhe 
dehe dehy abudho 'sakrt 
aharh mamety asad-grdhah 
karoti kumatir matim 

SYNONYMS 
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bhutaih —by material elements; pancabhih —five; drabdhe —made; dehe —in the body; 
dehl —the living entity; abudhah —ignorant; asakrt —constantly; aham —I; mama — 
mine; iti —thus; asat —nonpermanent things; grdhah —accepting; karoti —he does; ku- 
matih —being foolish; matim —thought. 

TRANSLATION 

By such ignorance the living entity accepts the material body, which is made of five 
elements, as himself. With this misunderstanding, he accepts nonpermanent things as his 
own and increases his ignorance in the darkest region. 

PURPORT 

The expansion of ignorance is explained in this verse. The first ignorance is to identify 
one's material body, which is made of five elements, as the self, and the second is to 
accept something as one's own due to a bodily connection. In this way, ignorance 
expands. The living entity is eternal, but because of his accepting nonpermanent things, 
misidentifying his interest, he is put into ignorance, and therefore he suffers material 
pangs. 

SB 3.31.31 

TEXT 31 

II 9? II 

tad-artham kurute karma 
yad-baddho ydti samsrtim 
yo 'nuydti dadat klesam 
avidyd-karma-bandhanah 

SYNONYMS 

tat-artham —for the sake of the body; kurute —he performs; karma —actions; yat- 
baddhah —bound by which; ydti —he goes; sarhsrtim —to repeated birth and death; yah — 
which body; anuydti —follows; dadat —giving; klesam —misery; avidyd —by ignorance; 
karma —by fruitive activities; bandhanah —the cause of bondage. 
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TRANSLATION 


For the sake of the body, which is a source of constant trouble to him and which follows 
him because he is bound by ties of ignorance and fruitive activities, he performs various 
actions which cause him to be subjected to repeated birth and death. 

PURPORT 

In Bhagavad-gltd it is said that one has to work to satisfy Yajna, or Visnu, for any work 
done without the purpose of satisfying the Supreme Personality of Godhead is a cause of 
bondage. In the conditioned state a living entity, accepting his body as himself, forgets 
his eternal relationship with the Supreme Personality of Godhead and acts on the 
interest of his body. He takes the body as himself, his bodily expansions as his kinsmen, 
and the land from which his body is born as worshipable. In this way he performs all 
sorts of misconceived activities, which lead to his perpetual bondage in repetition of 
birth and death in various species. 

In modern civilization, the so-called social, national and government leaders mislead 
people more and more, under the bodily conception of life, with the result that all the 
leaders, with their followers, are gliding down to hellish conditions birth after birth. An 
example is given in Srimad-Bhagavatam. Andha yathandhair upanlyamdndh: [SB 7.5.31] 
when a blind man leads several other blind men, the result is that all of them fall down 
in a ditch. This is actually happening. There are many leaders to lead the ignorant 
public, but because every one of them is bewildered by the bodily conception of life, 
there is no peace and prosperity in human society. So-called yogis who perform various 
bodily feats are also in the same category as such ignorant people because the hatha-yoga 
system is especially recommended for persons who are grossly implicated in the bodily 
conception. The conclusion is that as long as one is fixed in the bodily conception, he 
has to suffer birth and death. 


TEXT 32 

II II 

yady asadbhih pathi punah 
sisnodara-krtodyamaih 


SB 3.31.32 
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asthito ramate jantus 
tamo visati purvavat 

SYNONYMS 

yadi —if; asadbhih —with the unrighteous; pathi —on the path; punah —again; sisna —for 
the genitals; udara —for the stomach; krta —done; udyamaih —whose endeavors; 
dsthitah —associating; ramate —enjoys; jantuh —the living entity; tamah —darkness; 
visati —enters; purva-vat —as before. 

TRANSLATION 

If, therefore, the living entity again associates with the path of unrighteousness, 
influenced by sensually minded people engaged in the pursuit of sexual enjoyment and the 
gratification of the palate, he again goes to hell as before. 

PURPORT 

It has been explained that the conditioned soul is put into the Andha-tamisra and 
Tamisra hellish conditions, and after suffering there he gets a hellish body like the dog's 
or hog's. After several such births, he again comes into the form of a human being. How 
the human being is born is also described by Kapiladeva. The human being develops in 
the mother's abdomen and suffers there and comes out again. After all these sufferings, 
if he gets another chance in a human body and wastes his valuable time in the 
association of persons who are concerned with sexual life and palatable dishes, then 
naturally he again glides down to the same Andha-tamisra and Tamisra hells. 

Generally, people are concerned with the satisfaction of the tongue and the satisfaction 
of the genitals. That is material life. Material life means eat, drink, be merry and enjoy, 
with no concern for understanding one's spiritual identity and the process of spiritual 
advancement. Since materialistic people are concerned with the tongue, belly and 
genitals, if anyone wants to advance in spiritual life he must be very careful about 
associating with such people. To associate with such materialistic men is to commit 
purposeful suicide in the human form of life. It is said, therefore, that an intelligent man 
should give up such undesirable association and should always mix with saintly persons. 
When he is in association with saintly persons, all his doubts about the spiritual 
expansion of life are eradicated, and he makes tangible progress on the path of spiritual 
understanding. It is also sometimes found that people are very much addicted to a 
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particular type of religious faith. Hindus, Muslims and Christians are faithful in their 
particular type of religion, and they go to the church, temple or mosque, but 
unfortunately they cannot give up the association of persons who are too much addicted 
to sex life and satisfaction of the palate. Here it is clearly said that one may officially be 
a very religious man, but if he associates with such persons, then he is sure to slide down 
to the darkest region of hell. 

SB 3.31.33 

TEXT 33 

531 3N I 

^ 53 I II 9? II 

satyarh saucarh daya maunarh 
buddhih srlr hrlr yasah ksamd 
samo damo bhagas ceti 
yat-sangad ydti sanksayam 

SYNONYMS 

satyam —truthfulness; saucam —cleanliness; dayd —mercy; maunam —gravity; buddhih — 
intelligence; srih —prosperity; hrih —shyness; yasah —fame; ksamd —forgiveness; 
samah —control of the mind; damah —control of the senses; bhagah —fortune; ca —and; 
iti —thus; yat-sangdt —from association with whom; ydti sanksayam —are destroyed. 

TRANSLATION 

He becomes devoid of truthfulness, cleanliness, mercy, gravity, spiritual intelligence, 
shyness, austerity, fame, forgiveness, control of the mind, control of the senses, fortune 
and all such opportunities. 


PURPORT 

Those who are too addicted to sex life cannot understand the purpose of the Absolute 
Truth, nor can they be clean in their habits, not to mention showing mercy to others. 
They cannot remain grave, and they have no interest in the ultimate goal of life. The 
ultimate goal of life is Krsna, or Visnu, but those who are addicted to sex life cannot 
understand that their ultimate interest is Krsna consciousness. Such people have no 
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sense of decency, and even in public streets or public parks they embrace each other just 
like cats and dogs and pass it off in the name of love-making. Such unfortunate 
creatures can never become materially prosperous. Behavior like that of cats and dogs 
keeps them in the position of cats and dogs. They cannot improve any material 
condition, not to speak of becoming famous. Such foolish persons may even make a show 
of so-called yoga, but they are unable to control the senses and mind, which is the real 
purpose of yoga practice. Such people can have no opulence in their lives. In a word, 
they are very unfortunate. 


TEXT 34 


SB 3.31.34 




tesv asdntesu mudhesu 
khanditatmasv asadhusu 
sarigarh na kurydc chocyesu 
yosit-krldd-mrgesu ca 


SYNONYMS 

tesu —with those; asdntesu —coarse; mudhesu —fools; khandita-dtmasu —bereft of self- 
realization; asddhusu —wicked; sangam —association; na —not; kurydt —one should 
make; socyesu —pitiable; yosit —of women; krldd-mrgesu —dancing dogs; ca —and. 

TRANSLATION 

One should not associate with a coarse fool who is bereft of the knowledge of self- 
realization and who is no more than a dancing dog in the hands of a woman. 


PURPORT 

The restriction of association with such foolish persons is especially meant for those who 
are in the line of advancement in Krsna consciousness. Advancement in Krsna 
consciousness involves developing the qualities of truthfulness, cleanliness, mercy, 
gravity, intelligence in spiritual knowledge, simplicity, material opulence, fame, 
forgiveness, and control of the mind and the senses. All these qualities are to be 
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manifested with the progress of Krsna consciousness, but if one associates with a sudra, a 
foolish person who is like a dancing dog in the hands of a woman, then he cannot make 
any progress. Lord Caitanya has advised that any person who is engaged in Krsna 
consciousness and who desires to pass beyond material nescience must not associate 
himself with women or with persons interested in material enjoyment. For a person 
seeking advancement in Krsna consciousness, such association is more dangerous than 
suicide. 

SB 3.31.35 

TEXT 35 

^ II II 

na tathdsya bhaven moho 
bandhas cdnya-prasangatah 
yosit-sangdd yathd purhso 
yathd tat-sangi-sangatah 

SYNONYMS 

na —not; tathd —in that manner; asya —of this man; bhavet —may arise; mohah — 
infatuation; bandhah —bondage; ca —and; anya-prasangatah —from attachment to any 
other object; yosit-sangdt —from attachment to women; yathd —as; purhsah —of a man; 
yathd —as; tat-sangi —of men who are fond of women; sangatah —from the fellowship. 

TRANSLATION 

The infatuation and bondage which accrue to a man from attachment to any other object 
is not as complete as that resulting from attachment to a woman or to the fellowship of 
men who are fond of women. 


PURPORT 

Attachment to women is so contaminating that one becomes attached to the condition 
of material life not only by the association of women but by the contaminated 
association of persons who are too attached to them. There are many reasons for our 
conditional life in the material world, but the topmost of all such causes is the 


717 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 





association of women, as will be confirmed in the following stanzas. 

In Kali-yuga, association with women is very strong. In every step of life, there is 
association with women. If a person goes to purchase something, the advertisements are 
full of pictures of women. The physiological attraction for women is very great, and 
therefore people are very slack in spiritual understanding. The Vedic civilization, being 
based on spiritual understanding, arranges association with women very cautiously. Out 
of the four social divisions, the members of the first order (namely brahmacarya), the 
third order (vdnaprastha) and the fourth order (sannydsa) are strictly prohibited from 
female association. Only in one order, the householder, is there license to mix with 
women under restricted conditions. In other words, attraction for woman's association is 
the cause of the material conditional life, and anyone interested in being freed from this 
conditional life must detach himself from the association of women. 

SB 3.31.36 

TEXT 36 

5^: II 95 II 

prajdpatih svdrh duhitararin 
drstvd tad-rupa-dharsitah 
rohid-bhutdm so 'nvadhdvad 
rksa-rupl hata-trapah 

SYNONYMS 

prajd-patih —Lord Brahma; svdm —his own; duhitaram —daughter; drstvd —having seen; 
tat-rupa —by her charms; dharsitah —bewildered; rohit-bhutdm —to her in the form of a 
deer; sah —he; anvadhdvat —ran; rksa-rupi —in the form of a stag; hata —bereft of; 
trapah —shame. 


TRANSLATION 

At the sight of his own daughter, Brahma was bewildered by her charms and shamelessly 
ran up to her in the form of a stag when she took the form of a hind. 

PURPORT 
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Lord Brahma's being captivated by the charms of his daughter and Lord Siva's being 
captivated by the Mohini form of the Lord are specific instances which instruct us that 
even great demigods like Brahma and Lord Siva, what to speak of the ordinary 
conditioned soul, are captivated by the beauty of woman. Therefore, everyone is advised 
that one should not freely mix even with one's daughter or with one's mother or with 
one's sister, because the senses are so strong that when one becomes infatuated, the 
senses do not consider the relationship of daughter, mother or sister. It is best, therefore, 
to practice controlling the senses by performing bhakti-yoga, engaging in the service of 
Madana-mohana. Lord Krsna's name is Madana-mohana, for He can subdue the god 
Cupid, or lust. Only by engaging in the service of Madana-mohana can one curb the 
dictates of Madana, Cupid. Otherwise, attempts to control the senses will fail. 

SB 3.31.37 

TEXT 37 


^ WH II II 


tat-srsta-srsta-srstesu 
ko nv akhandita-dhlh pumdn 
rsirh ndrdyanam rte 
yosin-mayyeha mdyayd 

SYNONYMS 

tat —by Brahma; srsta-srsta-srstesu —amongst all living entities begotten; kah —who; 
nu—indeed; akhandita —not distracted; dhlh —his intelligence; pumdn —male; rsim — 
the sage; ndrdyanam —Narayana; rte —except; yosit-mayyd —in the form of a woman; 
iha —here; mdyayd —by mdyd. 


TRANSLATION 

Amongst all kinds of living entities begotten by Brahma, namely men, demigods and 
animals, none but the sage Narayana is immune to the attraction of maya in the form of 
woman. 


PURPORT 
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The first living creature is Brahma himself, and from him were created sages like Marici, 
who in their turn created Kasyapa Muni and others, and Kasyapa Muni and the Manus 
created different demigods and human beings, etc. But there is none among them who is 
not attracted by the spell of mdyd in the form of woman. Throughout the entire material 
world, beginning from Brahma down to the small, insignificant creatures like the ant, 
everyone is attracted by sex life. That is the basic principle of this material world. Lord 
Brahma's being attracted by his daughter is the vivid example that no one is exempt 
from sexual attraction to woman. Woman, therefore, is the wonderful creation of mdyd 
to keep the conditioned soul in shackles. 

SB 3.31.38 

TEXT 38 

^ WT wm-- #1^ I 

balarh me pasya mdydydh 
strl-mayyd jayino disdm 
yd karoti paddkrdntdn 
bhruvi-jrmbhena kevalam 

SYNONYMS 

balam —the strength; me —My; pasya —behold; mdydydh —of mdyd; strl-mayydh —in the 
shape of a woman; jayinah —conquerors; disdm —of all directions; yd —who; karoti — 
makes; pada-dkrdntdn —following at her heels; bhruvi —of her eyebrows; jrmbhena —by 
the movement; kevalam —merely. 


TRANSLATION 

Just try to understand the mighty strength of My maya in the shape of woman, who by 
the mere movement of her eyebrows can keep even the greatest conquerors of the world 
under her grip. 


PURPORT 

There are many instances in the history of the world of a great conqueror's being 
captivated by the charms of a Cleopatra. One has to study the captivating potency of 
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woman, and man's attraction for that potency. From what source was this generated? 
According to Vedanta-sutra, we can understand that everything is generated from the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is enunciated there, janmady asya yatah [SB 1.1.1]. 
This means that the Supreme Personality of Godhead, or the Supreme Person, 

Brahman, the Absolute Truth, is the source from whom everything emanates. The 
captivating power of woman, and man's susceptibility to such attraction, must also exist 
in the Supreme Personality of Godhead in the spiritual world and must be represented 
in the transcendental pastimes of the Lord. 

The Lord is the Supreme Person, the supreme male. As a common male wants to be 
attracted by a female, that propensity similarly exists in the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. He also wants to be attracted by the beautiful features of a woman. Now the 
question is, if He wants to be captivated by such womanly attraction, would He be 
attracted by any material woman? It is not possible. Even persons who are in this 
material existence can give up womanly attraction if they are attracted by the Supreme 
Brahman. Such was the case with Haridasa Thakura. A beautiful prostitute tried to 
attract him in the dead of night, but since he was situated in devotional service, in 
transcendental love of Godhead, Haridasa Thakura was not captivated. Rather, he 
turned the prostitute into a great devotee by his transcendental association. This 
material attraction, therefore, certainly cannot attract the Supreme Lord. When He 
wants to be attracted by a woman. He has to create such a woman from His own energy. 
That woman is Radharani. It is explained by the Gosvamis that Radharani is the 
manifestation of the pleasure potency of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. When 
the Supreme Lord wants to derive transcendental pleasure. He has to create a woman 
from His internal potency. Thus the tendency to be attracted by womanly beauty is 
natural because it exists in the spiritual world. In the material world it is reflected 
pervertedly, and therefore there are so many inebrieties. 

Instead of being attracted by material beauty, if one is accustomed to be attracted by the 
beauty of Radharani and Krsna, then the statement of Bhagavad-gltd, pararh drstvd 
nivartate [Bg. 9.59], holds true. When one is attracted by the transcendental beauty of 
Radha and Krsna, he is no longer attracted by material feminine beauty. That is the 
special significance of Radha-Krsna worship. That is testified to by Yamunacarya. He 
says, "Since I have become attracted by the beauty of Radha and Krsna, when there is 
attraction for a woman or a memory of sex life with a woman, I at once spit on it, and 
my face turns in disgust." When we are attracted by Madana-mohana and the beauty of 
Krsna and His consorts, then the shackles of conditioned life, namely the beauty of a 
material woman, cannot attract us. 
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TEXT 39 


SB 3.31.39 


%nFT W : I 

^ II II 

sarigarh na kurydt pramadasu jdtu 
yogasya pdrarh param druruksuh 
mat-sevayd pratilabdhdtma-ldbho 
vadanti yd niraya-dvdram asya 

SYNONYMS 

sangam —association; na —not; kurydt —one should make; pramaddsu —with women; 
jdtu —ever; yogasya—of yoga; pdram —culmination; param —topmost; druruksuh —one 
who aspires to reach; mat-sevayd —by rendering service unto Me; pratilabdha —obtained; 
dtma-ldbhah —self-realization; vadanti —they say; ydh —which women; niraya —to hell; 
dvdram —the gateway; asya —of the advancing devotee. 

TRANSLATION 

One who aspires to reach the culmination of yoga and has realized his self by rendering 
service unto Me should never associate with an attractive woman, for such a woman is 
declared in the scripture to be the gateway to hell for the advancing devotee. 

PURPORT 

The culmination of yoga is full Krsna consciousness. This is affirmed in Bhagavad-gitd: a 
person who is always thinking of Krsna in devotion is the topmost of all yogis. And in 
the Second Chapter of the First Canto of Srimad-Bhdgavatam, it is also stated that when 
one becomes freed from material contamination by rendering devotional service unto 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he can at that time understand the science of 
God. 

Here the word pratilabdhdtma-ldbhah occurs. Atmd means "self," and Idbha means "gain." 
Generally, conditioned souls have lost their dtmd, or self, but those who are 
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transcendentalists have realized the self. It is directed that such a self-realized soul who 
aspires to the topmost platform of yogic perfection should not associate with young 
women. In the modern age, however, there are so many rascals who recommend that 
while one has genitals he should enjoy women as much as he likes, and at the same time 
he can become a yogi. In no standard yoga system is the association of women accepted. 

It is clearly stated here that the association of women is the gateway to hellish life. The 
association of woman is very much restricted in the Vedic civilization. Out of the four 
social divisions, the brahmacdrl, vdnaprastha and the sannydsl —three orders—are 
strictly prohibited from the association of women; only the grhasthas, or householders, 
are given license to have an intimate relationship with a woman, and that relationship is 
also restricted for begetting nice children. If, however, one wants to stick to continued 
existence in the material world, he may indulge in female association unrestrictedly. 

SB 3.31.40 

TEXT 40 

45? II «o II 

yopaydti sanair mdyd 
yosid deva-vinirmitd 
tdm iksetdtmano mrtyurfi 
trnaih kupam ivdvrtam 

SYNONYMS 

yd —she who; upaydti —approaches; sanaih —slowly; mdyd —representation of mdyd; 
yosit —woman; deva —by the Lord; vinirmitd —created; tdm —her; ikseta —one must 
regard; dtmanah —of the soul; mrtyum —death; trnaih —with grass; kupam —a well; iva — 
like; dvrtam —covered. 


TRANSLATION 

The woman, created by the Lord, is the representation of maya, and one who associates 
with such maya by accepting services must certainly know that this is the way of death, 
just like a blind well covered with grass. 
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PURPORT 


Sometimes it happens that a rejected well is covered by grass, and an unwary traveler 
who does not know of the existence of the well falls down, and his death is assured. 
Similarly, association with a woman begins when one accepts service from her, because 
woman is especially created by the Lord to give service to man. By accepting her service, 
a man is entrapped. If he is not intelligent enough to know that she is the gateway to 
hellish life, he may indulge in her association very liberally. This is restricted for those 
who aspire to ascend to the transcendental platform. Even fifty years ago in Hindu 
society, such association was restricted. A wife could not see her husband during the 
daytime. Householders even had different residential quarters. The internal quarters of 
a residential house were for the woman, and the external quarters were for the man. 
Acceptance of service rendered by a woman may appear very pleasing, but one should be 
very cautious in accepting such service because it is clearly said that woman is the 
gateway to death, or forgetfulness of one's self. She blocks the path of spiritual 
realization. 

SB 3.31.41 

TEXT 41 

^ II HI II 

yarn manyate patirfi mohdn 
man-mdydm rsabhdyatim 
strltvarh stri-sangatah prdpto 
vittdpatya-grha-pradam 

SYNONYMS 

ydm —which; manyate —she thinks; patim —her husband; mohdt —due to illusion; mat- 
mdydm —My mdyd; rsabha —in the form of a man; dyatim —coming; strltvam —the state 
of being a woman; stri-sangatah —from attachment to a woman; prdptah —obtained; 
vitta —wealth; apatya —progeny; grha —house; pradam —bestowing. 

TRANSLATION 

A living entity who, as a result of attachment to a woman in his previous life, has been 


724 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www-krishnaxom 
Distributed by wwwx-vedasxom with permission of the publishers 








endowed with the form of a woman, foolishly looks upon maya in the form of a man, her 
husband, as the bestower of wealth, progeny, house and other material assets. 

PURPORT 

From this verse it appears that a woman is also supposed to have been a man in his (her) 
previous life, and due to his attachment to his wife, he now has the body of a woman. 
Bhagavad-gltd confirms this; a man gets his next life's birth according to what he thinks 
of at the time of death. If someone is too attached to his wife, naturally he thinks of his 
wife at the time of death, and in his next life he takes the body of a woman. Similarly, if 
a woman thinks of her husband at the time of death, naturally she gets the body of a 
man in the next life. In the Hindu scriptures, therefore, woman's chastity and devotion 
to man is greatly emphasized. A woman's attachment to her husband may elevate her to 
the body of a man in her next life, but a man's attachment to a woman will degrade him, 
and in his next life he will get the body of a woman. We should always remember, as it is 
stated in Bhagavad-gita, that both the gross and subtle material bodies are dresses; they 
are the shirt and coat of the living entity. To be either a woman or a man only involves 
one's bodily dress. The soul in nature is actually the marginal energy of the Supreme 
Lord. Every living entity, being classified as energy, is supposed to be originally a 
woman, or one who is enjoyed. In the body of a man there is a greater opportunity to get 
out of the material clutches; there is less opportunity in the body of a woman. In this 
verse it is indicated that the body of a man should not be misused through forming an 
attachment to women and thus becoming too entangled in material enjoyment, which 
will result in getting the body of a woman in the next life. A woman is generally fond of 
household prosperity, ornaments, furniture and dresses. She is satisfied when the 
husband supplies all these things sufficiently. The relationship between man and woman 
is very complicated, but the substance is that one who aspires to ascend to the 
transcendental stage of spiritual realization should be very careful in accepting the 
association of a woman. In the stage of Krsna consciousness, however, such restriction of 
association may be slackened because if a man's and woman's attachment is not to each 
other but to Krsna, then both of them are equally eligible to get out of the material 
entanglement and reach the abode of Krsna. As it is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita, anyone 
who seriously takes to Krsna consciousness—whether in the lowest species of life or a 
woman or of the less intelligent classes, such as the mercantile or laborer class—will go 
back home, back to Godhead, and reach the abode of Krsna. A man should not be 
attached to a woman, nor should a woman be attached to a man. Both man and woman 
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should be attached to the service of the Lord. Then there is the possibility of liberation 
from material entanglement for both of them. 

SB 3.31.42 

TEXT 42 

^81T II II 

tdm dtmano vijdnlydt 
paty-apatya-grhdtmakam 
daivopasdditarh mrtyurh 
mrgayor gdyanarh yathd 

SYNONYMS 

tdm —the Lord's mdyd; dtmanah —of herself; vijdnlydt —she should know; pati — 
husband; apatya —children; grha —house; dtmakam —consisting of; daiva —by the 
authority of the Lord; upasdditam —brought about; mrtyum —death; mrgayoh —of the 
hunter; gdyanam —the singing; yathd —as. 

TRANSLATION 

A woman, therefore, should consider her husband, her house and her children to be the 
arrangement of the external energy of the Lord for her death, just as the sweet singing of 
the hunter is death for the deer. 


PURPORT 

In these instructions of Lord Kapiladeva it is explained that not only is woman the 
gateway to hell for man, but man is also the gateway to hell for woman. It is a question of 
attachment. A man becomes attached to a woman because of her service, her beauty and 
many other assets, and similarly a woman becomes attached to a man for his giving her a 
nice place to live, ornaments, dress and children. It is a question of attachment for one 
another. As long as either is attached to the other for such material enjoyment, the 
woman is dangerous for the man, and the man is also dangerous for the woman. But if 
the attachment is transferred to Krsna, both of them become Krsna conscious, and then 
marriage is very nice. Srila Rupa Gosvami therefore recommends: 
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andsaktasya visaydn 
yathdrham upayunjatah 
nirbandhah krsna-sambandhe 
yuktarn vairdgyam ucyate 


(Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.255) 

Man and woman should live together as householders in relationship with Krsna, only 
for the purpose of discharging duties in the service of Krsna. Engage the children, 
engage the wife and engage the husband, all in Krsna conscious duties, and then all 
these bodily or material attachments will disappear. Since the via medium is Krsna, the 
consciousness is pure, and there is no possibility of degradation at any time. 


TEXT 43 


SB 3.31.43 


II B9 II 


dehena jlva-bhutena 
lokdl lokam anuvrajan 
bhunjdna eva karmdni 
karoty aviratarh pumdn 


SYNONYMS 

dehena —on account of the body; jiva-bhutena—possessed by the living entity; lokdt — 
from one planet; lokam —to another planet; anuvrajan —wandering; bhunjdnah — 
enjoying; eva —so; karmdni —fruitive activities; karoti —he does; aviratam —incessantly; 
pumdn —the living entity. 


TRANSLATION 

Due to his particular type of body, the materialistic living entity wanders from one planet 
to another, following fruitive activities. In this way, he involves himself in fruitive 
activities and enjoys the result incessantly. 

PURPORT 
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When the living entity is encaged in the material body, he is called jlva-bhuta, and when 
he is free from the material body he is called brahma-bhuta ISB 4.30.20]. By changing his 
material body birth after birth, he travels not only in the different species of life, but 
also from one planet to another. Lord Caitanya says that the living entities, bound up by 
fruitive activities, are wandering in this way throughout the whole universe, and if by 
some chance or by pious activities they get in touch with a bona fide spiritual master, by 
the grace of Krsna, then they get the seed of devotional service. After getting this seed, 
if one sows it within his heart and pours water on it by hearing and chanting, the seed 
grows into a big plant, and there are fruits and flowers which the living entity can enjoy, 
even in this material world. That is called the brahma-bhuta stage. In his designated 
condition, a living entity is called materialistic, and upon being freed from all 
designations, when he is fully Krsna conscious, engaged in devotional service, he is 
called liberated. Unless one gets the opportunity to associate with a bona fide spiritual 
master by the grace of the Lord, there is no possibility of one's liberation from the cycle 
of birth and death in the different species of life and through the different grades of 
planets. 

SB 3.31.44 

TEXT 44 

gwR; II 88 II 

jlvo hy asydnugo deho 
bhutendriya-mano-mayah 
tan-nirodho 'sya maranam 
dvirbhdvas tu sambhavah 

SYNONYMS 

jivah —the living entity; hi —indeed; asya —of him; anugah —suitable; dehah —body; 
bhuta —gross material elements; indriya —senses; manah —mind; mayah —made of; tat — 
of the body; nirodhah —destruction; asya —of the living entity; maranam —death; 
dvirbhdvah —manifestation; tu —but; sambhavah —birth. 

TRANSLATION 
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In this way the living entity gets a suitable body with a material mind and senses, 
according to his fruitive activities. When the reaction of his particular activity comes to 
an end, that end is called death, and when a particular type of reaction begins, that 
beginning is called birth. 


PURPORT 

From time immemorial, the living entity travels in the different species of life and the 
different planets, almost perpetually. This process is explained in Bhagavad-gUd. 
Bhrdmayan sarva-bhutdni yantrarudhani mdyayd: [Bg. 18.61] under the spell of mdyd, 
everyone is wandering throughout the universe on the carriage of the body offered by 
the material energy. Materialistic life involves a series of actions and reactions. It is a 
long film spool of actions and reactions, and one life-span is just a flash in such a 
reactionary show. When a child is born, it is to be understood that his particular type of 
body is the beginning of another set of activities, and when an old man dies, it is to be 
understood that one set of reactionary activities is finished. 

We can see that because of different reactionary activities, one man is born in a rich 
family, and another is born in a poor family, although both of them are born in the same 
place, at the same moment and in the same atmosphere. One who is carrying pious 
activity with him is given a chance to take his birth in a rich or pious family, and one 
who is carrying impious activity is given a chance to take birth in a lower, poor family. 
The change of body means a change to a different field of activities. Similarly, when the 
body of the boy changes into that of a youth, the boyish activities change into youthful 
activities. 

It is clear that a particular body is given to the living entity for a particular type of 
activity. This process is going on perpetually, from a time which is impossible to trace 
out. Vaisnava poets say, therefore, anddi karama-phale, which means that these actions 
and reactions of one's activity cannot be traced, for they may even continue from the 
last millennium of Brahma's birth to the next millennium. We have seen the example in 
the life of Narada Muni. In one millennium he was the son of a maidservant, and in the 
next millennium he became a great sage. 

SB 3.31.45, SB 3.31.46, SB 3.31.45-46 

TEXTS 45-46 



II HV. II 
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ii a« ii 


dravyopalabdhi-sthanasya 
dravyeksayogyata yadd 
tat pancatvam aham-manad 
utpattir dravya-darsanam 

yathdksnor dravyavayava- 
darsanayogyata yadd 
tadaiva caksuso drastur 
drastrtvdyogyatdnayoh 

SYNONYMS 

dravya —of objects; upalabdhi —of perception; sthdnasya —of the place; dravya —of 
objects; iksd —of perception; ayogyatd —incapability; yadd —when; tat —that; 
pancatvam —death; aham-mdndt —from the misconception of "I"; utpattih —birth; 
dravya —the physical body; darsanam —viewing; yathd —just as; aksnoh —of the eyes; 
dravya —of objects; avayava —parts; darsana —of seeing; ayogyatd —incapability; yadd — 
when; tadd —then; eva —indeed; caksusah —of the sense of sight; drastuh —of the seer; 
drastrtva —of the faculty of seeing; ayogyatd —incapability; anayoh —of both of these. 

TRANSLATION 

When the eyes lose their power to see color or form due to morbid affliction of the optic 
nerve, the sense of sight becomes deadened. The living entity, who is the seer of both the 
eyes and the sight, loses his power of vision. In the same way, when the physical body, 
the place where perception of objects occurs, is rendered incapable of perceiving, that is 
known as death. When one begins to view the physical body as one's very self, that is 
called birth. 


PURPORT 

When one says, "I see," this means that he sees with his eyes or with his spectacles; he 
sees with the instrument of sight. If the instrument of sight is broken or becomes 
diseased or incapable of acting, then he, as the seer, also ceases to act. Similarly, in this 
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material body, at the present moment the living soul is acting, and when the material 
body, due to its incapability to function, ceases, he also ceases to perform his reactionary 
activities. When one's instrument of action is broken and cannot function, that is called 
death. Again, when one gets a new instrument for action, that is called birth. This 
process of birth and death is going on at every moment, by constant bodily change. The 
final change is called death, and acceptance of a new body is called birth. That is the 
solution to the question of birth and death. Actually, the living entity has neither birth 
nor death, but is eternal. As confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd, na hanyate hanyamdne sarlre: 
iBg. 2.20] the living entity never dies, even after the death or annihilation of this 
material body. 

SB 3.31.47 

TEXT 47 

^ II 8^ II 

tasmdn na kdryah santrdso 
na kdrpanyarh na samhhramah 
buddhvd jlva-gatirh dhlro 
mukta-sangas cared iha 

SYNONYMS 

tasmdt —on account of death; na —not; kdryah —should be done; santrdsah —horror; 
na —not; kdrpanyam —miserliness; na —not; sambhramah —eagerness for material gain; 
buddhvd —realizing; jlva-gatim —the true nature of the living entity; dhlrah —steadfast; 
mukta-sangah —free from attachment; caret —one should move about; iha —in this 
world. 


TRANSLATION 

Therefore, one should not view death with horror, nor have recourse to defining the body 
as soul, nor give way to exaggeration in enjoying the bodily necessities of life. Realizing 
the true nature of the living entity, one should move about in the world free from 
attachment and steadfast in purpose. 
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PURPORT 


A sane person who has understood the philosophy of life and death is very upset upon 
hearing of the horrible, hellish condition of life in the womb of the mother or outside of 
the mother. But one has to make a solution to the problems of life. A sane man should 
understand the miserable condition of this material body. Without being unnecessarily 
upset, he should try to find out if there is a remedy. The remedial measures can be 
understood when one associates with persons who are liberated. It must be understood 
who is actually liberated. The liberated person is described in Bhagavad-gltd: one who 
engages in uninterrupted devotional service to the Lord, having surpassed the stringent 
laws of material nature, is understood to be situated in Brahman. 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is beyond the material creation. It is admitted 
even by impersonalists like Sankaracarya that Narayana is transcendental to this 
material creation. As such, when one actually engages in the service of the Lord in 
various forms, either Narayana or Radha-Krsna or Sita-Rama, he is understood to be on 
the platform of liberation. The Bhdgavatam also confirms that liberation means to be 
situated in one's constitutional position. Since a living entity is eternally the servitor of 
the Supreme Lord, when one seriously and sincerely engages in the transcendental 
loving service of the Lord, he is situated in the position of liberation. One should try to 
associate with a liberated person, and then the problems of life, namely birth and death, 
can be solved. 

While discharging devotional service in full Krsna consciousness, one should not be 
miserly. He should not unnecessarily show that he has renounced this world. Actually, 
renunciation is not possible. If one renounces his palatial building and goes to a forest, 
there is actually no renunciation, for the palatial building is the property of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead and the forest is also the property of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. If he changes from one property to another, that does not mean that he 
renounces; he was never the proprietor of either the palace or the forest. Renunciation 
necessitates renouncing the false understanding that one can lord it over material 
nature. When one renounces this false attitude and renounces the puffed-up position 
that he is also God, that is real renunciation. Otherwise, there is no meaning of 
renunciation. Rupa Gosvami advises that if one renounces anything which could be 
applied in the service of the Lord and does not use it for that purpose, that is called 
phalgu-vairdgya, insufficient or false renunciation. Everything belongs to the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead; therefore everything can be engaged in the service of the Lord; 
nothing should be used for one's sense gratification. That is real renunciation. Nor 
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should one unnecessarily increase the necessities of the body. We should be satisfied 
with whatever is offered and supplied by Krsna without much personal endeavor. We 
should spend our time executing devotional service in Krsna consciousness. That is the 
solution to the problem of life and death. 


TEXT 48 


SB 3.31.48 


^ II «*= II 


samyag-darsanaya buddhya 
yoga-vairdgya-yuktayd 
mdyd-viracite loke 
caren nyasya kalevaram 

SYNONYMS 

samyak-darsanayd —endowed with right vision; buddhyd —through reason; yoga —by 
devotional service; vairdgya —by detachment; yuktayd —strengthened; mdyd-viracite — 
arranged by mdyd; loke —to this world; caret —one should move about; nyasya — 
relegating; kalevaram —the body. 


TRANSLATION 

Endowed with right vision and strengthened by devotional service and a pessimistic 
attitude towards material identity, one should relegate his body to this illusory world 
through his reason. Thus one can be unconcerned with this material world. 

PURPORT 

It is sometimes misunderstood that if one has to associate with persons engaged in 
devotional service, he will not be able to solve the economic problem. To answer this 
argument, it is described here that one has to associate with liberated persons not 
directly, physically, but by understanding, through philosophy and logic, the problems of 
life. It is stated here, samyag-darsanayd buddhyd: one has to see perfectly, and by 
intelligence and yogic practice one has to renounce this world. That renunciation can 
be achieved by the process recommended in the Second Chapter of the First Canto of 
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Srlmad-Bhagavatam. 

The devotee's intelligence is always in touch with the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
His attitude towards the material existence is one of detachment, for he knows perfectly 
well that this material world is a creation of illusory energy. Realizing himself to be part 
and parcel of the Supreme Soul, the devotee discharges his devotional service and is 
completely aloof from material action and reaction. Thus at the end he gives up his 
material body, or the material energy, and as pure soul he enters the kingdom of God. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Thirty-first Chapter, of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "Lord Kapila's Instructions on the Movements of the Living 
Entities." 

SB 3.32: Entanglement in Fruitive Activities 


32 . Entanglement in Fruitive Activities 


SB 3.32.1 

TEXTl 

3IST ^ I 

^WT8| ^ 3ttll ? II 

kapila uvdca 
atha yo grha-medhiyan 
dharman evdvasan grhe 
kdmam artharh ca dharmdn svdn 
dogdhi bhuyah piparti tdn 

SYNONYMS 

kapilah uvdca —Lord Kapila said; atha —now; yah —the person who; grha-medhlydn —of 
the householders; dharmdn —duties; eva —certainly; dvasan —living; grhe —at home; 
kdmam —sense gratification; artham —economic development; ca —and; dharmdn — 
religious rituals; svdn —his; dogdhi —enjoys; bhuyah —again and again; piparti — 
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performs; tan —them. 


TRANSLATION 

The Personality of Godhead said: The person who lives in the center of household life 
derives material benefits by performing religious rituals, and thereby he fulfills his desire 
for economic development and sense gratification. Again and again he acts the same way. 

PURPORT 

There are two kinds of householders. One is called the grhamedhi, and the other is called 
the grhastha. The objective of the grhamedhi is sense gratification, and the objective of 
the grhastha is self-realization. Here the Lord is speaking about the grhamedhi, or the 
person who wants to remain in this material world. His activity is to enjoy material 
benefits by performing religious rituals for economic development and thereby 
ultimately satisfy the senses. He does not want anything more. Such a person works very 
hard throughout his life to become very rich and eat very nicely and drink. By giving 
some charity for pious activity he can go to a higher planetary atmosphere in the 
heavenly planets in his next life, but he does not want to stop the repetition of birth and 
death and finish with the concomitant miserable factors of material existence. Such a 
person is called a grhamedhi. 

A grhastha is a person who lives with family, wife, children and relatives but has no 
attachment for them. He prefers to live in family life rather than as a mendicant or 
sannydsi, but his chief aim is to achieve self-realization, or to come to the standard of 
Krsna consciousness. Here, however. Lord Kapiladeva is speaking about the grhamedhis, 
who have made their aim the materialistically prosperous life, which they achieve by 
sacrificial ceremonies, by charities and by good work. They are posted in good positions, 
and since they know that they are using up their assets of pious activities, they again and 
again perform activities of sense gratification. It is said by Prahlada Maharaja, punah 
punas carvita-carvandndm: [SB 7.5.30] they prefer to chew the already chewed. Again 
and again they experience the material pangs, even if they are rich and prosperous, but 
they do not want to give up this kind of life. 

SB 3.32.2 

TEXT 2 
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^ II 5 II 


sa cdpi bhagavad-dharmat 
kama-mudhah pardn-mukhah 
yajate kratubhir devdn 
pitfrhs ca sraddhaydnvitah 

SYNONYMS 

sah —he; ca api —moreover; bhagavat-dharmdt —from devotional service; kdma- 
mudhah —infatuated by lust; pardk-mukhah —having the face turned away; yajate — 
worships; kratubhih —with sacrificial ceremonies; devdn —the demigods; pitfn —the 
forefathers; ca—and; haddhayd —with faith; anvitah —endowed. 

TRANSLATION 

Such persons are ever bereft of devotional service due to being too attached to sense 
gratification, and therefore, although they perform various kinds of sacrifices and take 
great vows to satisfy the demigods and forefathers, they are not interested in Krsna 
consciousness, devotional service. 


PURPORT 

In Bhagavad-gltd (7.20) it is said that persons who worship demigods have lost their 
intelligence: kdmais tais tair hrta jndndh. They are much attracted to sense gratification, 
and therefore they worship the demigods. It is, of course, recommended in the Vedic 
scriptures that if one wants money, health or education, then he should worship the 
various demigods. A materialistic person has manifold demands, and thus there are 
manifold demigods to satisfy his senses. The grhamedhis, who want to continue a 
prosperous materialistic way of life, generally worship the demigods or the forefathers by 
offering pinda, or respectful oblations. Such persons are bereft of Krsna consciousness 
and are not interested in devotional service to the Lord. This kind of so-called pious and 
religious man is the result of impersonalism. The impersonalists maintain that the 
Supreme Absolute Truth has no form and that one can imagine any form he likes for his 
benefit and worship in that way. Therefore the grhamedhis or materialistic men say that 
they can worship any form of a demigod as worship of the Supreme Lord. Especially 
amongst the Hindus, those who are meat-eaters prefer to worship goddess KHi because it 
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is prescribed that one can sacrifice a goat before that goddess. They maintain that 
whether one worships the goddess Kali or the Supreme Personality of Godhead Visnu or 
any demigod, the destination is the same. This is first-class rascaldom, and such people 
are misled. But they prefer this philosophy. Bhagavad-gita does not accept such 
rascaldom, and it is clearly stated that such methods are meant for persons who have lost 
their intelligence. The same judgment is confirmed here, and the word kama-mudha, 
meaning one who has lost his sense or is infatuated by the lust of attraction for sense 
gratification, is used. Kama-mudhas are bereft of Krsna consciousness and devotional 
service and are infatuated by a strong desire for sense gratification. The worshipers of 
demigods are condemned both in Bhagavad-gita and in Srimad-Bhagavatam. 

SB 3.32.3 

TEXT 3 

^ ^ II ? II 

tac-chraddhayakranta-matih 
pitr-deva-vratah pumdn 
gatvd cdndramasarh lokarfi 
soma-pdh punar esyati 

SYNONYMS 

tat —to the demigods and forefathers; sraddhayd —with reverence; dkrdnta —overcome; 
matih —his mind; pitr —to the forefathers; deva —to the demigods; vratah —his vow; 
pumdn —the person; gatvd —having gone; cdndramasam —to the moon; lokam —planet; 
soma-pdh —drinking soma juice; punah —again; esyati —will return. 

TRANSLATION 

Such materialistic persons, attracted by sense gratification and devoted to the forefathers 
and demigods, can be elevated to the moon, where they drink an extract of the soma 
plant. They again return to this planet. 


PURPORT 

The moon is considered one of the planets of the heavenly kingdom. One can be 
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promoted to this planet by executing different sacrifices recommended in the Vedic 
literature, such as pious activities in worshiping the demigods and forefathers with 
rigidity and vows. But one cannot remain there for a very long time. Life on the moon is 
said to last ten thousand years according to the calculation of the demigods. The 
demigods' time is calculated in such a way that one day (twelve hours) is equal to six 
months on this planet. It is not possible to reach the moon by any material vehicle like a 
sputnik, but persons who are attracted by material enjoyment can go to the moon by 
pious activities. In spite of being promoted to the moon, however, one has to come back 
to this earth again when the merits of his works in sacrifice are finished. This is also 
confirmed in Bhagavad-gita (9.21): te tarn bhuktvd svarga-lokarh visdlarh kslne punye 
martya-lokarh visanti. 

SB 3.32.4 

TEXT 4 

<10,1 H ^ ^ II 

yadd cdhlndra-sayydydrn 
sete 'nantdsano harih 
tadd lokd layarh ydnti 
ta ete grha-medhindm 

SYNONYMS 

yadd —when; ca —and; ahi-indra —of the king of snakes; sayydydm —on the bed; sete — 
lies; ananta-dsanah —He whose seat is Ananta Sesa; harih —Lord Hari; tadd —then; 
lokdh —the planets; layam —unto dissolution; ydnti —go; te ete —those very; grha- 
medhindm —of the materialistic householders. 

TRANSLATION 

All the planets of the materialistic persons, including all the heavenly planets, such as the 
moon, are vanquished when the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Hari, goes to His bed 
of serpents, which is known as Ananta Sesa. 

PURPORT 
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The materially attached are very eager to promote themselves to the heavenly planets 
such as the moon. There are many heavenly planets to which they aspire just to achieve 
more and more material happiness by getting a long duration of life and the 
paraphernalia for sense enjoyment. But the attached persons do not know that even if 
one goes to the highest planet, Brahmaloka, destruction exists there also. In Bhagavad- 
gltd the Lord says that one can even go to the Brahmaloka, but still he will find the 
pangs of birth, death, disease and old age. Only by approaching the Lord's abode, the 
Vaikunthaloka, does one not take birth again in this material world. The grhamedhis, or 
materialistic persons, however, do not like to use this advantage. They would prefer to 
transmigrate perpetually from one body to another, or from one planet to another. They 
do not want the eternal, blissful life in knowledge in the kingdom of God. 

There are two kinds of dissolutions. One dissolution takes place at the end of the life of 
Brahma. At that time all the planetary systems, including the heavenly systems, are 
dissolved in water and enter into the body of Garbhodakasayi Visnu, who lies on the 

A 

Garbhodaka Ocean on the bed of serpents, called Sesa. In the other dissolution, which 
occurs at the end of Brahma's day, all the lower planetary systems are destroyed. When 
Lord Brahma rises after his night, these lower planetary systems are again created. The 
statement in Bhagavad-gUd that persons who worship the demigods have lost their 
intelligence is confirmed in this verse. These less intelligent persons do not know that 
even if they are promoted to the heavenly planets, at the time of dissolution they 
themselves, the demigods and all their planets will be annihilated. They have no 
information that eternal, blissful life can be attained. 

SB 3.32.5 

TEXTS 

"HW+niuh JRIRH: II K II 

ye sva-dharmdn na duhyanti 
dhlrdh kdmdrtha-hetave 
nihsangd nyasta-karmdnah 
prasdntdh suddha-cetasah 

SYNONYMS 

ye —those who; sva-dharmdn —their own occupational duties; na —do not; duhyanti — 
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take advantage of; dhlrah —intelligent; kdma —sense gratification; artha —economic 
development; hetave —for the sake of; nihsangdh —free from material attachment; 
nyasta —given up; karmdnah —fruitive activities; prasdntdh —satisfied; suddha-cetasah — 
of purified consciousness. 


TRANSLATION 

Those who are intelligent and are of purified consciousness are completely satisfied in 
Krsna consciousness. Freed from the modes of material nature, they do not act for sense 
gratification; rather, since they are situated in their own occupational duties, they act as 
one is expected to act. 


PURPORT 

The first-class example of this type of man is Arjuna. Arjuna was a ksatriya, and his 
occupational duty was to fight. Generally, kings fight to extend their kingdoms, which 
they rule for sense gratification. But as far as Arjuna is concerned, he declined to fight 
for his own sense gratification. He said that although he could get a kingdom by fighting 
with his relatives, he did not want to fight with them. But when he was ordered by 
Krsna and convinced by the teachings of Bhagavad-gltd that his duty was to satisfy 
Krsna, then he fought. Thus he fought not for his sense gratification but for the 
satisfaction of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

Persons who work at their prescribed duties, not for sense gratification but for 
gratification of the Supreme Lord, are called nihsanga, freed from the influence of the 
modes of material nature. Nyasta-karmdnah indicates that the results of their activities 
are given to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Such persons appear to be acting on 
the platform of their respective duties, but such activities are not performed for personal 
sense gratification; rather, they are performed for the Supreme Person. Such devotees 
are called prasdntdh, which means "completely satisfied." Suddha-cetasah means Krsna 
conscious; their consciousness has become purified. In unpurified consciousness one 
thinks of himself as the Lord of the universe, but in purified consciousness one thinks 
himself the eternal servant of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Putting oneself in 
that position of eternal servitorship to the Supreme Lord and working for Him 
perpetually, one actually becomes completely satisfied. As long as one works for his 
personal sense gratification, he will always be full of anxiety. That is the difference 
between ordinary consciousness and Krsna consciousness. 

SB 3.32.6 
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TEXT 6 


?r^ ’#‘3t=T II § II 

nivrtti-dharma-niratd 
nirmamd nirahafikrtdh 
sva-dharmdptena sattvena 
parisuddhena cetasd 

SYNONYMS 

nivrtti-dharma —in religious activities for detachment; niratdh —constantly engaged; 
nirmamdh —without a sense of proprietorship; nirahankrtdh —without false egoism; sva- 
dharma —by one's own occupational duties; dptena —executed; sattvena —by goodness; 
parisuddhena —completely purified; cetasd —by consciousness. 

TRANSLATION 

By executing one's occupational duties, acting with detachment and without a sense of 
proprietorship or false egoism, one is posted in one's constitutional position by dint of 
complete purification of consciousness, and by thus executing so-called material duties he 
can easily enter into the kingdom of God. 

PURPORT 

Here the word nivrtti-dharma-niratdh means "constantly engaging in executing religious 
activities for detachment." There are two kinds of religious performances. One is called 
pravrtti-dharma, which means the religious activities performed by the grhamedhls for 
elevation to higher planets or for economic prosperity, the final aim of which is sense 
gratification. Every one of us who has come to this material world has the sense of 
overlordship. This is called pravrtti. But the opposite type of religious performance, 
which is called nivrtti, is to act for the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Engaged in 
devotional service in Krsna consciousness, one has no proprietorship claim, nor is one 
situated in the false egoism of thinking that he is God or the master. He always thinks 
himself the servant. That is the process of purifying consciousness. With pure 
consciousness only can one enter into the kingdom of God. Materialistic persons, in 
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their elevated condition, can enter any one of the planets within this material world, 
but all are subjected to dissolution over and over again. 

SB 3.32.7 

TEXT? 

<1?^ II ^ II 

surya-dvarena te ydnti 
purusarh visvato-mukham 
pardvaresarh prakrtim 
asyotpatty-anta-bhdvanam 

SYNONYMS 

surya-dvdrena —through the path of illumination; te —they; ydnti —approach; 
purusam —the Personality of Godhead; visvatah-mukham —whose face is turned 
everywhere; para-avara-lsam —the proprietor of the spiritual and material worlds; 
prakrtim —the material cause; asya —of the world; utpatti —of manifestation; anta —of 
dissolution; bhdvanam —the cause. 


TRANSLATION 

Through the path of illumination, such liberated persons approach the complete 
Personality of Godhead, who is the proprietor of the material and spiritual worlds and is 
the supreme cause of their manifestation and dissolution. 

PURPORT 

The word surya-dvdrena means "by the illuminated path," or through the sun planet. 

The illuminated path is devotional service. It is advised in the Vedas not to pass through 
the darkness, but to pass through the sun planet. It is also recommended here that by 
traversing the illuminated path one can be freed from the contamination of the material 
modes of nature; by that path one can enter into the kingdom where the completely 
perfect Personality of Godhead resides. The words purusarh visvato-mukham mean the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is all-perfect. All living entities other than the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead are very small, although they may be big by our 
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calculation. Everyone is infinitesimal, and therefore in the Vedas the Supreme Lord is 
called the supreme eternal amongst all eternals. He is the proprietor of the material and 
spiritual worlds and the supreme cause of manifestation. Material nature is only the 
ingredient because actually the manifestation is caused by His energy. The material 
energy is also His energy; just as the combination of father and mother is the cause of 
childbirth, so the combination of the material energy and the glance of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is the cause of the manifestation of the material world. The 
efficient cause, therefore, is not matter, but the Lord Himself. 

SB 3.32.8 

TEXTS 

’rfFT II == II 

dvi-parardhavasane yah 
pralayo brahmanas tu te 
tavad adhyasate lokarh 
parasya para-cintakdh 

SYNONYMS 

dvi-parardha —two parardhas; avasdne —at the end of; yah —which; pralayah —death; 
brahmanah —of Lord Brahma; tu —indeed; te —they; tdvat —so long; adhydsate —dwell; 
lokam —on the planet; parasya —of the Supreme; para-cintakdh —thinking of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


TRANSLATION 

Worshipers of the Hiranyagarbha expansion of the Personality of Godhead remain within 
this material world until the end of two parardhas, when Lord Brahma also dies. 

PURPORT 

One dissolution is at the end of Brahma's day, and one is at the end of Brahma's life. 
Brahma dies at the end of two pardrdhas, at which time the entire material universe is 
dissolved. Persons who are worshipers of Hiranyagarbha, the plenary expansion of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead Garbhodakasayi Visnu, do not directly approach the 
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Supreme Personality of Godhead in Vaikuntha. They remain within this universe on 
Satyaloka or other higher planets until the end of the life of Brahma. Then, with 
Brahma, they are elevated to the spiritual kingdom. 

The words parasya para-cintakdh mean "always thinking of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead," or being always Krsna conscious. When we speak of Krsna, this refers to the 
complete category of visnu-tattva. Krsna includes the three purusa incarnations, namely 
Maha-Visnu, Garbhodakasayl Visnu and Ksirodakasayl Visnu, as well as all the 
incarnations taken together. This is confirmed in the Brahma-sarnhitd. Rdmddi-murtisu 
kald-niyamena tisthan: [Bs. 5.39] Lord Krsna is perpetually situated with His many 
expansions, such as Rama, Nrsiiiiha, Vamana, Madhusudana, Visnu and Narayana. He 
exists with all His plenary portions and the portions of His plenary portions, and each of 
them is as good as the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The words parasya para- 
cintakdh mean those who are fully Krsna conscious. Such persons enter directly into the 
kingdom of God, the Vaikuntha planets, or, if they are worshipers of the plenary portion 
Garbhodakasayl Visnu, they remain within this universe until its dissolution, and after 
that they enter. 

SB 3.32.9 

TEXT 9 

^ qr; II II 

ksmdmbho-'naldnila-viyan-mana-indriydrtha- 
bhutddibhih parivrtarh pratisanjihlrsuh 
avydkrtarh visati yarhi guna-traydtmd 
kdlarh pardkhyam anubhuya parah svayambhuh 

SYNONYMS 

ksmd —earth; ambhah —water; anala —fire; anila —air; viyat —ether; manah —mind; 
indriya —the senses; artha —the objects of the senses; bhuta —ego; ddibhih —and so on; 
parivrtam —covered by; pratisanjihlrsuh —desiring to dissolve; avydkrtam —the 
changeless spiritual sky; visati —he enters; yarhi —at which time; guna-traya-dtmd — 
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consisting of the three modes; kalam —the time; para-akhyam —two parardhas; 
anubhuya —after experiencing; parah —the chief; svayambhuh —Lord Brahma. 

TRANSLATION 

After experiencing the inhabitable time of the three modes of material nature, known as 
two parardhas, Lord Brahma closes the material universe, which is covered by layers of 
earth, water, air, fire, ether, mind, ego, etc., and goes back to Godhead. 

PURPORT 

The word avydkrtam is very significant in this verse. The same meaning is stated in 
Bhagavad-gltd, in the word sandtana. This material world is vydkrta, or subject to 
changes, and it finally dissolves. But after the dissolution of this material world, the 
manifestation of the spiritual world, the sandtana-dhdma, remains. That spiritual sky is 
called avydkrta, that which does not change, and there the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead resides. When, after ruling over the material universe under the influence of 
the time element. Lord Brahma desires to dissolve it and enter into the kingdom of God, 
others then enter with him. 

SB 3.32.10 

TEXT 10 

si?r ii ii 

evarh paretya bhagavantam anupravistd 
ye yogino jita-marun-manaso virdgdh 
tenaiva sdkam amrtarh purusarh purdnarh 
brahma pradhdnam upaydnty agatdbhimdndh 

SYNONYMS 

evam —thus; paretya —having gone a long distance; bhagavantam —Lord Brahma; 
anupravistdh —entered; ye —those who; yoginah — yogis; jita —controlled; marut —the 
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breathing; manasah —the mind; virdgdh —detached; tena —with Lord Brahma; eva — 
indeed; sdkam —together; amrtam —the embodiment of bliss; purusam —unto the 
Personality of Godhead; purdnam —the oldest; brahma pradhdnam —the Supreme 
Brahman; upaydnti —they go; agata —not gone; abhimdndh —whose false ego. 

TRANSLATION 

The yogis who become detached from the material world by practice of breathing 
exercises and control of the mind reach the planet of Brahma, which is far, far away. 

After giving up their bodies, they enter into the body of Lord Brahma, and therefore 
when Brahma is liberated and goes to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the 
Supreme Brahman, such yogis can also enter into the kingdom of God. 

PURPORT 

By perfecting their yogic practice, yogis can reach the highest planet, Brahmaloka, or 
Satyaloka, and after giving up their material bodies, they can enter into the body of 
Lord Brahma. Because they are not directly devotees of the Lord, they cannot get 
liberation directly. They have to wait until Brahma is liberated, and only then, along 
with Brahma, are they also liberated. It is clear that as long as a living entity is a 
worshiper of a particular demigod, his consciousness is absorbed in thoughts of that 
demigod, and therefore he cannot get direct liberation, or entrance into the kingdom of 
God, nor can he merge into the impersonal effulgence of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. Such yogis or demigod worshipers are subjected to the chance of taking birth 
again when there is again creation. 

SB 3.32.11 

TEXT 11 

^ ii ?? ii 

atha tarn sarva-bhutdndrfi 
hrt-padmesu krtdlayam 
srutdnubhdvarh saranarh 
vraja bhdvena bhdmini 
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SYNONYMS 


atha —therefore; tam —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; sarva-bhutdndm —of all 
living entities; hrt-padmesu —in the lotus hearts; krta-dlayam —residing; srwta- 
anubhdvam —whose glories you have heard; saranam —unto the shelter; vraja —go; 
bhdvena —by devotional service; bhdmini —My dear mother. 

TRANSLATION 

Therefore, My dear mother, by devotional service take direct shelter of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, who is seated in everyone's heart. 

PURPORT 

One can attain direct contact with the Supreme Personality of Godhead in full Krsna 
consciousness and revive one's eternal relationship with Him as lover, as Supreme Soul, 
as son, as friend or as master. One can reestablish the transcendental loving relationship 
with the Supreme Lord in so many ways, and that feeling is true oneness. The oneness of 
the Mayavadi philosophers and the oneness of Vaisnava philosophers are different. The 
Mayavadi and Vaisnava philosophers both want to merge into the Supreme, but the 
Vaisnavas do not lose their identities. They want to keep the identity of lover, parent, 
friend or servant. 

In the transcendental world, the servant and master are one. That is the absolute 
platform. Although the relationship is servant and master, both the servant and the 
served stand on the same platform. That is oneness. Lord Kapila advised His mother that 
she did not need any indirect process. She was already situated in that direct process 
because the Supreme Lord had taken birth as her son. Actually, she did not need any 
further instruction because she was already in the perfectional stage. Kapiladeva advised 
her to continue in the same way. He therefore addressed His mother as bhdmini to 
indicate that she was already thinking of the Lord as her son. Devahuti is advised by 
Lord Kapila to take directly to devotional service, Krsna consciousness, because without 
that consciousness one cannot become liberated from the clutches of mdyd. 

SB 3.32.12, SB 3.32.13, SB 3.32.14, SB 3.32.15, SB 3.32.12-15 

TEXTS 12-15 

#51^: II ■?? II 
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sur ^ n II 

H ^ ^^^■'JiPni I 

^ jpioiilS^^ ^iqn^ II II 

'iH-’I'Hll^ JiUM(^+'^ ?# II n II 

adyah sthira-cardndrh yo 
veda-garbhah saharsibhih 
yogesvaraih kumdrddyaih 
siddhair yoga-pravartakaih 

bheda-drstydbhimdnena 
nihsafigendpi karmand 
kartrtvdt sagunarh brahma 
purusarh purusarsabham 

sa sarhsrtya punah kdle 
kdlenesvara-murtind 
jdte guna-vyatikare 
yathd-purvarh prajdyate 

aisvaryarh pdramesthyarh ca 
te 'pi dharma-vinirmitam 
nisevya punar dydnti 
guna-vyatikare sati 

SYNONYMS 

ddyah —the creator, Lord Brahma; sthira-cardndm —of the immobile and mobile 
manifestations; yah —he who; veda-garbhah —the repository of the Vedas; saha —along 
with; rsibhih —the sages; yoga-lsvaraih —with great mystic yogis; kumdra-ddyaih —the 
Kumaras and others; siddhaih —with the perfected living beings; yoga-pravartakaih —the 
authors of the yoga system; bheda-drstyd —because of independent vision; abhimdnena — 
by misconception; nihsangena —nonfruitive; api —although; karmand —by their 
activities; kartrtvdt —from the sense of being a doer; sa-gunam —possessing spiritual 
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qualities; brahma —Brahman; purusam —the Personality of Godhead; purusa-rsabham — 
the first purusa incarnation; sah —he; sarhsrtya —having attained; punah —again; kale — 
at the time; kdlena —by time; Isvara-murtind —the manifestation of the Lord; jdte guna- 
vyatikare —when the interaction of the modes arises; yathd —as; purvam —previously; 
prajdyate —is born; aisvaryam —opulence; pdramesthyam —royal; ca —and; te —the sages; 
api —also; dharma —by their pious activities; vinirmitam —produced; nisevya —having 
enjoyed; punah —again; dydnti —they return; gwna-vyatikare sati —when the interaction 
of the modes takes place. 


TRANSLATION 

My dear mother, someone may worship the Supreme Personality of Godhead with a 
special self-interest, but even demigods such as Lord Brahma, great sages such as Sanat- 
kumara and great munis such as Marici have to come back to the material world again at 
the time of creation. When the interaction of the three modes of material nature begins, 
Brahma, who is the creator of this cosmic manifestation and who is full of Vedic 
knowledge, and the great sages, who are the authors of the spiritual path and the yoga 
system, come back under the influence of the time factor. They are liberated by their 
nonfruitive activities and they attain the first incarnation of the purusa, but at the time 
of creation they come back in exactly the same forms and positions as they had 
previously. 


PURPORT 

That Brahma becomes liberated is known to everyone, but he cannot liberate his 
devotees. Demigods like Brahma and Lord Siva cannot give liberation to any living 
entity. As it is confirmed in Bhagavad-gitd, only one who surrenders unto Krsna, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, can be liberated from the clutches of mdyd. Brahma is 
called here ddyah sthira-cardndm. He is the original, first-created living entity, and after 
his own birth he creates the entire cosmic manifestation. He was fully instructed in the 
matter of creation by the Supreme Lord. Here he is called veda-garbha, which means 
that he knows the complete purpose of the Vedas. He is always accompanied by such 
great personalities as Marici, Kasyapa and the seven sages, as well as by great mystic 
yogis, the Kumaras and many other spiritually advanced living entities, but he has his 
own interest, separate from the Lord's. Bheda-drstyd means that Brahma sometimes 
thinks that he is independent of the Supreme Lord, or he thinks of himself as one of the 
three equally independent incarnations. Brahma is entrusted with creation, Visnu 
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maintains and Rudra, Lord Siva, destroys. The three of them are understood to be 
incarnations of the Supreme Lord in charge of the three different material modes of 
nature, but none of them is independent of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Here 
the word bheda-drstya occurs because Brahma has a slight inclination to think that he is 
as independent as Rudra. Sometimes Brahma thinks that he is independent of the 
Supreme Lord, and the worshiper also thinks that Brahma is independent. For this 
reason, after the destruction of this material world, when there is again creation by the 
interaction of the material modes of nature, Brahma comes back. Although Brahma 
reaches the Supreme Personality of Godhead as the first purusa incarnation, Maha- 
Visnu, who is full with transcendental qualities, he cannot stay in the spiritual world. 
The specific significance of his coming back may be noted. Brahma and the great rsis 

A 

and the great master of yoga (Siva) are not ordinary living entities; they are very 
powerful and have all the perfections of mystic yoga. But still they have an inclination 
to try to become one with the Supreme, and therefore they have to come back. In the 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam it is accepted that as long as one thinks that he is equal with the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, he is not completely purified or knowledgeable. In 
spite of going up to the first purusa-avatdra, Maha-Visnu, after the dissolution of this 
material creation, such personalities again fall down or come back to the material 
creation. 

It is a great falldown on the part of the impersonalists to think that the Supreme Lord 
appears within a material body and that one should therefore not meditate upon the 
form of the Supreme but should meditate instead on the formless. For this particular 
mistake, even the great mystic yogis or great stalwart transcendentalists also come back 
again when there is creation. All living entities other than the impersonalists and 
monists can directly take to devotional service in full Krsna consciousness and become 
liberated by developing transcendental loving service to the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. Such devotional service develops in the degrees of thinking of the Supreme 
Lord as master, as friend, as son and, at last, as lover. These distinctions in 
transcendental variegatedness must always be present. 

SB 3.32.16 

TEXT 16 

RrUHlil ^ II is; II 
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ye tv ihdsakta-manasah 
karmasu sraddhayanvitah 
kurvanty apratisiddhani 
nitydny api ca krtsnasah 

SYNONYMS 

ye —those who; tu —but; iha —in this world; dsakta —addicted; manasah —whose minds; 
karmasu —to fruitive activities; sraddhayd —with faith; anvitdh —endowed; kurvanti — 
perform; apratisiddhdni —with attachment to the result; nitydni —prescribed duties; 
api —certainly; ca —and; krtsnasah —repeatedly. 

TRANSLATION 

Persons who are too addicted to this material world execute their prescribed duties very 
nicely and with great faith. They daily perform all such prescribed duties with attachment 
to the fruitive result. 


PURPORT 

In this and the following six verses, the Srimad-Bhdgavatam criticizes persons who are 
too materially attached. It is enjoined in the Vedic scriptures that those who are 
attached to the enjoyment of material facilities have to sacrifice and undergo certain 
ritualistic performances. They have to observe certain rules and regulations in their 
daily lives to be elevated to the heavenly planets. It is stated in this verse that such 
persons cannot be liberated at any time. Those who worship demigods with the 
consciousness that each and every demigod is a separate God cannot be elevated to the 
spiritual world, what to speak of persons who are simply attached to duties for the 
upliftment of their material condition. 

SB 3.32.17 

TEXT 17 

II II 

rajasd kuntha-manasah 
kdmdtmdno 'jitendriydh 
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pitrn yajanty anudinarh 
grhesv abhiratdsaydh 

SYNONYMS 

rajasd —by the mode of passion; kuntha —full of anxieties; manasah —their minds; kdma- 
dtmdnah —aspiring for sense gratification; ajita —uncontrolled; indriydh —their senses; 
pitfn —the forefathers; yajanti —they worship; anudinam —every day; grhesu —in home 
life; abhirata —engaged; dsaydh —their minds. 

TRANSLATION 

Such persons, impelled by the mode of passion, are full of anxieties and always aspire for 
sense gratification due to uncontrolled senses. They worship the forefathers and are busy 
day and night improving the economic condition of their family, social or national life. 

SB 3.32.18 

TEXT 18 

II II 

trai-vargikds te purusd 
vimukhd hari-medhasah 
kathdydrh kathanlyoru- 
vikramasya madhudvisah 

SYNONYMS 

trai-vargikdh —interested in the three elevating processes; te—those; purusdh —persons; 
vimukhdh —not interested; hari-medhasah —of Lord Hari; kathdydm —in the pastimes; 
kathanlya —worth chanting of; uru-vikramasya —whose excellent prowess; madhu¬ 
dvisah —the killer of the Madhu demon. 

TRANSLATION 

Such persons are called trai-vargika because they are interested in the three elevating 
processes. They are averse to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who can give relief to 
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the conditioned soul. They are not interested in the Supreme Personality’s pastimes, 
which are worth hearing because of His transcendental prowess. 

PURPORT 

According to Vedic thought, there are four elevating principles, namely religiosity, 
economic development, sense gratification and liberation. Persons who are simply 
interested in material enjoyment make plans to execute prescribed duties. They are 
interested in the three elevating processes of religious rituals, economic elevation and 
sense enjoyment. By developing their economic condition, they can enjoy material life. 
Materialistic persons, therefore, are interested in those elevating processes, which are 
called trai-vargika. Trai means "three"; vargika means "elevating processes." Such 
materialistic persons are never attracted by the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

Rather, they are antagonistic towards Him. 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is here described as hari-medhah, or "He who can 
deliver one from the cycle of birth and death." Materialistic persons are never interested 
in hearing about the marvelous pastimes of the Lord. They think that they are fictions 
and stories and that the Supreme Godhead is also a man of material nature. They are 
not fit for advancing in devotional service, or Krsna consciousness. Such materialistic 
persons are interested in newspaper stories, novels and imaginary dramas. The factual 
activities of the Lord, such as Lord Krsna's acting in the Battle of Kuruksetra, or the 
activities of the Pandavas, or the Lord's activities in Vrndavana or Dvaraka, are related 
in the Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam, which are full of the activities of the 
Lord. But materialistic persons who engage in elevating their position in the material 
world are not interested in such activities of the Lord. They may be interested in the 
activities of a great politician or a great rich man of this world, but they are not 
interested in the transcendental activities of the Supreme Lord. 

SB 3.32.19 

TEXT 19 

II n II 

nunarh daivena vihatd 
ye cdcyuta-kathd-sudhdm 
hitvd srnvanty asad-gdthdh 


753 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 











purlsam iva vid-bhujah 


SYNONYMS 

nunam —certainly; daivena —by the order of the Lord; vihatdh —condemned; ye —those 
who; ca —also; acyuta —of the infallible Lord; kathd —stories; sudhdm —nectar; hitvd — 
having given up; srnvanti —they hear; asat-gdthdh —stories about materialistic persons; 
purlsam —stool; iva —like; vit-bhujah —stool-eaters (hogs). 

TRANSLATION 

Such persons are condemned by the supreme order of the Lord. Because they are averse 
to the nectar of the activities of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, they are compared 
to stool-eating hogs. They give up hearing the transcendental activities of the Lord and 
indulge in hearing of the abominable activities of materialistic persons. 

PURPORT 

Everyone is addicted to hearing of the activities of another person, whether a politician 
or a rich man or an imaginary character whose activities are created in a novel. There 
are so many nonsensical literatures, stories and books of speculative philosophy. 
Materialistic persons are very interested in reading such literature, but when they are 
presented with genuine books of knowledge like Srlmad-Bhdgavatam, Bhagavad-gUd, 
Visnu Purdna or other scriptures of the world, such as the Bible and Koran, they are not 
interested. These persons are condemned by the supreme order as much as a hog is 
condemned. The hog is interested in eating stool. If the hog is offered some nice 
preparation made of condensed milk or ghee, he won't like it; he would prefer 
obnoxious, bad-smelling stool, which he finds very relishable. Materialistic persons are 
considered condemned because they are interested in hellish activities and not in 
transcendental activities. The message of the Lord's activities is nectar, and besides that 
message, any information in which we may be interested is actually hellish. 

SB 3.32.20 

TEXT 20 

qqpW; ^ I 

II II 
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daksinena pathdryamnah 
pitr-lokarh vrajanti te 
prajdm anu prajdyante 
smasdndnta-kriyd-krtah 

SYNONYMS 

daksinena —southern; pathd —by the path; aryamnah —of the sun; pitr-lokam —to 
Pitrloka; vrajanti —go; te —they; prajdm —their families; anu —along with; prajdyante — 
they take birth; smasdna —the crematorium; anta —to the end; kriyd —fruitive activities; 
krtah —performing. 


TRANSLATION 

Such materialistic persons are allowed to go to the planet called Pitrloka by the southern 
course of the sun, but they again come back to this planet and take birth in their own 
families, beginning again the same fruitive activities from birth to the end of life. 

PURPORT 

In Bhagavad-gltd, Ninth Chapter, verse 21, it is stated that such persons are elevated to 
the higher planetary systems. As soon as their lifetimes of fruitive activity are finished, 
they return to this planet, and thus they go up and come down. Those who are elevated 
to the higher planets again come back into the same family for which they had too much 
attachment; they are born, and the fruitive activities continue again until the end of 
life. There are different prescribed rituals from birth until the end of life, and they are 
very much attached to such activities. 

SB 3.32.21 

TEXT 21 

(qq?ii II ?? II 

tatas te kslna-sukrtdh 
punar lokam imarfi sati 
patanti vivasd devaih 
sadyo vihhrarfisitodaydh 
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SYNONYMS 


tatah —then; te —they; kslna —exhausted; su-krtdh —results of their pious activities; 
punah —again; lokam imam —to this planet; sati —O virtuous mother; patanti —fall; 
vivasdh —helpless; devaih —by higher arrangement; sadyah —suddenly; vibhramsita — 
caused to fall; udaydh —their prosperity. 

TRANSLATION 

When the results of their pious activities are exhausted, they fall down by higher 
arrangement and again come back to this planet, just as any person raised to a high 
position sometimes all of a sudden falls. 

PURPORT 

It is sometimes found that a person elevated to a very high position in government 
service falls down all of a sudden, and no one can check him. Similarly, after finishing 
their period of enjoyment, foolish persons who are very much interested in being 
elevated to the position of president in higher planets also fall down to this planet. The 
distinction between the elevated position of a devotee and that of an ordinary person 
attracted to fruitive activities is that when a devotee is elevated to the spiritual kingdom 
he never falls down, whereas an ordinary person falls, even if he is elevated to the 
highest planetary system, Brahmaloka. It is confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd {dbrahma- 
bhuvandl lokdh) that even if one is elevated to a higher planet, he has to come down 
again. But Krsna confirms in Bhagavad-gltd (8.16), mam upetya tu kaunteya punar janma 
na vidyate: "Anyone who attains My abode never comes back to this conditioned life of 
material existence." 


SB 3.32.22 

TEXT 22 

II II 

tasmdt warn sarva-bhdvena 
bhajasva paramesthinam 
tad-gundsrayayd bhaktyd 
bhajaniya-paddmbujam 
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SYNONYMS 


tasmdt —therefore; tvam —you (Devahuti); sarva-bhdvena —with loving ecstasy; 
bhajasva —worship; paramesthinam —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; tat-guna — 
the qualities of the Lord; dsrayayd —connected with; bhaktyd —by devotional service; 
bhajanlya —worshipable; pada-ambujam —whose lotus feet. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear mother, I therefore advise that you take shelter of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, for His lotus feet are worth worshiping. Accept this with all devotion and love, 
for thus you can be situated in transcendental devotional service. 

PURPORT 

The word paramesthinam is sometimes used in connection with Brahma, paramesthi 
means "the supreme person." As Brahma is the supreme person within this universe, 
Krsna is the Supreme Personality in the spiritual world. Lord Kapiladeva advises His 
mother that she should take shelter of the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, Krsna, because it is worthwhile. Taking shelter of demigods, even those in the 
highest positions, like Brahma and Siva, is not advised herein. One should take shelter 
of the Supreme Godhead. 

Sarva-bhdvena means "in all-loving ecstasy." Bhdva is the preliminary stage of elevation 
before the attainment of pure love of Godhead. It is stated in Bhagavad-gltd, budhd 
bhdva-samanvitdh: IBg. 10.8] one who has attained the stage of bhdva can accept the 
lotus feet of Lord Krsna as worshipable. This is also advised here by Lord Kapila to His 
mother. Also significant in this verse is the phrase tad-gundsrayayd bhaktyd. This means 
that discharging devotional service unto Krsna is transcendental; it is not material 
activity. This is confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd: those who engage in devotional service are 
accepted to be situated in the spiritual kingdom. Brahma-bhuydya kalpate: IBg. 14.26] 
they at once become situated in the transcendental kingdom. 

Devotional service in full Krsna consciousness is the only means for attaining the 
highest perfection of life for the human being. This is recommended herein by Lord 
Kapila to His mother. Bhakti is therefore nirguna, free from all tinges of material 
qualities. Although the discharge of devotional service appears to be like material 
activities, it is never saguna, or contaminated by material qualities. Tad-gundsrayayd 
means that Lord Krsna's transcendental qualities are so sublime that there is no need to 
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divert one's attention to any other activities. His behavior with the devotees is so 
exalted that a devotee need not try to divert his attention to any other worship. It is said 
that the demoniac Putana came to kill Krsna by poisoning Him, but because Krsna was 
pleased to suck her breast, she was given the same position as His mother. Devotees pray, 
therefore, that if a demon who wanted to kill Krsna gets such an exalted position, why 
should they go to anyone other than Krsna for their worshipful attachment? There are 
two kinds of religious activities: one for material advancement and the other for 
spiritual advancement. By taking shelter under the lotus feet of Krsna, one is endowed 
with both kinds of prosperity, material and spiritual. Why then should one go to any 
demigod? 

SB 3.32.23 

TEXT 23 

II 59 II 

vasudeve bhagavati 
bhakti-yogah prayojitah 
janayaty dsu vairdgyarh 
jndnarh yad brahma-darsanam 

SYNONYMS 

vdsudeve —unto Krsna; bhagavati —the Personality of Godhead; bhakti-yogah — 
devotional service; prayojitah —discharged; janayati —produces; dsu —very soon; 
vairdgyam —detachment; jndnam —knowledge; yat —which; brahma-darsanam —self- 
realization. 


TRANSLATION 

Engagement in Krsna consciousness and application of devotional service unto Krsna 
make it possible to advance in knowledge and detachment, as well as in self-realization. 

PURPORT 

It is said by less intelligent men that bhakti-yoga, or devotional service, is meant for 
persons who are not advanced in transcendental knowledge and renunciation. But the 
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fact is that if one engages in the devotional service of the Lord in full Krsna 
consciousness, he does not have to attempt separately to practice detachment or to wait 
for an awakening of transcendental knowledge. It is said that one who engages 
unflinchingly in the devotional service of the Lord actually has all the good qualities of 
the demigods develop in him automatically. One cannot discover how such good 
qualities develop in the body of a devotee, but actually it happens. There is one instance 
where a hunter was taking pleasure in killing animals, but after becoming a devotee he 
was not prepared to kill even an ant. Such is the quality of a devotee. 

Those who are very eager to advance in transcendental knowledge can engage 
themselves in pure devotional service, without wasting time in mental speculation. For 
arriving at the positive conclusions of knowledge in the Absolute Truth, the word 
brahma-darsanam is significant in this verse. Brahma-darsanam means to realize or to 
understand the Transcendence. One who engages in the service of Vasudeva can 
actually realize what Brahman is. If Brahman is impersonal, then there is no question of 
darsanam, which means "seeing face to face." Darsanam refers to seeing the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Vasudeva. Unless the seer and the seen are persons, there is no 
darsanam. Brahma-darsanam means that as soon as one sees the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, he can at once realize what impersonal Brahman is. A devotee does not need 
to make separate investigations to understand the nature of Brahman. Bhagavad-gita 
also confirms this. Brahma-bhuydya kalpate: [Bg. 14.26] a devotee at once becomes a self- 
realized soul in the Absolute Truth. 


SB 3.32.24 

TEXT 24 

^ II II 

yadasya cittam arthesu 
samesv indriya-vrttibhih 
na vigrhndti vaisamyarh 
priyam apriyam ity uta 

SYNONYMS 

yada —when; asya —of the devotee; cittam —the mind; arthesu —in the sense objects; 
samesu —same; indriya-vrttibhih —by the activities of the senses; na —not; vigrhndti — 
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does perceive; vaisamyam —difference; priyam —agreeable; apriyam —not agreeable; 
id —thus; uta —certainly. 


TRANSLATION 

The exalted devotee's mind becomes equipoised in sensory activities, and he is 
transcendental to that which is agreeable and not agreeable. 

PURPORT 

The significance of advancement in transcendental knowledge and detachment from 
material attraction is exhibited in the personality of a highly advanced devotee. For him 
there is nothing agreeable or disagreeable because he does not act in any way for his 
personal sense gratification. Whatever he does, whatever he thinks, is for the 
satisfaction of the Personality of Godhead. Either in the material world or in the 
spiritual world, his equipoised mind is completely manifested. He can understand that in 
the material world there is nothing good; everything is bad due to its being 
contaminated by material nature. The materialists conclusions of good and bad, moral 
and immoral, etc., are simply mental concoction or sentiment. Actually there is nothing 
good in the material world. In the spiritual field everything is absolutely good. There is 
no inebriety in the spiritual varieties. Because a devotee accepts everything in spiritual 
vision, he is equipoised; that is the symptom of his being elevated to the transcendental 
position. He automatically attains detachment, vairdgya, then jndna, knowledge, and 
then actual transcendental knowledge. The conclusion is that an advanced devotee 
dovetails himself in the transcendental qualities of the Lord, and in that sense he 
becomes qualitatively one with the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

SB 3.32.25 

TEXT 25 

II II 

sa tadaivdtmandtmdnarh 
nihsangarh sama-darsanam 
heyopddeya-rahitam 
drudharh padam iksate 


760 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 








SYNONYMS 


sah —the pure devotee; tadd —then; eva —certainly; dtmand —by his transcendental 
intelligence; dtmdnam —himself; nihsafigam —without material attachment; sama- 
darsanam —equipoised in vision; heya —to be rejected; upadeya —acceptable; rahitam — 
devoid of; drudham —elevated; padam —to the transcendental position; iksate —he sees. 

TRANSLATION 

Because of his transcendental intelligence, the pure devotee is equipoised in his vision and 
sees himself to be uncontaminated by matter. He does not see anything as superior or 
inferior, and he feels himself elevated to the transcendental platform of being equal in 
qualities with the Supreme Person. 


PURPORT 

Perception of the disagreeable arises from attachment. A devotee has no personal 
attachment to anything; therefore for him there is no question of agreeable or 
disagreeable. For the service of the Lord he can accept anything, even though it may be 
disagreeable to his personal interest. In fact, he is completely free from personal interest, 
and thus anything agreeable to the Lord is agreeable to him. For example, for Arjuna at 
first fighting was not agreeable, but when he understood that the fighting was agreeable 
to the Lord, he accepted the fighting as agreeable. That is the position of a pure devotee. 
For his personal interest there is nothing which is agreeable or disagreeable; everything 
is done for the Lord, and therefore he is free from attachment and detachment. That is 
the transcendental stage of neutrality. A pure devotee enjoys life in the pleasure of the 
Supreme Lord. 

SB 3.32.26 

TEXT 26 

^ II II 

jndna-mdtrarh pararh brahma 
paramdtmesvarah pumdn 
drsy-ddibhih prthag bhdvair 
bhagavdn eka lyate 
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SYNONYMS 


jndna —knowledge; mdtram —only; param —transcendental; brahma —Brahman; 
parama-dtmd —Paramatma; Isvarah —the controller; pumdn —Supersoul; drsi-ddibhih — 
by philosophical research and other processes; prthak bhdvaih —according to different 
processes of understanding; bhagavdn —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; ekah — 
alone; lyate —is perceived. 


TRANSLATION 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead alone is complete transcendental knowledge, but 
according to the different processes of understanding He appears differently, either as 
impersonal Brahman, as Paramatma, as the Supreme Personality of Godhead or as the 
purusa-avatara. 


PURPORT 

The word drsy-ddibhih is significant. According to Jiva Gosvami, drsi means jndna, 
philosophical research. By different processes of philosophical research under different 
concepts, such as the process of jndna-yoga, the same Bhagavan, or Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, is understood as impersonal Brahman. Similarly, by the eightfold yoga 
system He appears as the Paramatma. But in pure Krsna consciousness, or knowledge in 
purity, when one tries to understand the Absolute Truth, one realizes Him as the 
Supreme Person. The Transcendence is realized simply on the basis of knowledge. The 
words used here, paramdtmesvarah pumdn, are all transcendental, and they refer to 
Supersoul. Supersoul is also described as purusa, but the word Bhagavdn directly refers to 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is full of six opulences: wealth, fame, 
strength, beauty, knowledge and renunciation. He is the Personality of Godhead in 
different spiritual skies. The various descriptions of paramdtmd, Isvara and pumdn 
indicate that the expansions of the Supreme Godhead are unlimited. 

Ultimately, to understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead one has to accept 
bhakti-yoga. By executing jndna-yoga or dhydna-yoga one has to eventually approach the 
bhakti-yoga platform, and then Paramdtmd, isvara, pumdn, etc., are all clearly 
understood. It is recommended in the Second Ganto of Srimad-Bhdgavatam that 
whether one is a devotee or fruitive actor or liberationist, if he is intelligent enough he 
should engage himself with all seriousness in the process of devotional service. It is also 
explained that whatever one desires which is obtainable by fruitive activities, even if 
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one wants to be elevated to higher planets, can be achieved simply by execution of 
devotional service. Since the Supreme Lord is full in six opulences, He can bestow any 
one of them upon the worshiper. 

The one Supreme Personality of Godhead reveals Himself to different thinkers as the 
Supreme person or impersonal Brahman or Paramatma. Impersonalists merge into the 
impersonal Brahman, but that is not achieved by worshiping the impersonal Brahman. If 
one takes to devotional service and at the same time desires to merge into the existence 
of the Supreme Lord, he can achieve that. If someone desires at all to merge into the 
existence of the Supreme, he has to execute devotional service. 

The devotee can see the Supreme Lord face to face, but the jndni, the empiric 
philosopher or yogi cannot. They cannot be elevated to the positions of associates of the 
Lord. There is no evidence in the scriptures stating that by cultivating knowledge or 
worshiping the impersonal Brahman one can become a personal associate of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Nor by executing the yogic principles can one become 
an associate of the Supreme Godhead. Impersonal Brahman, being formless, is described 
as adrsya because the impersonal effulgence of brahmajyoti covers the face of the 
Supreme Lord. Some yogis see the four-handed Visnu sitting within the heart, and 
therefore in their case also the Supreme Lord is invisible. Only for the devotees is the 
Lord visible. Here the statement drsy-adibhih is significant. Since the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is both invisible and visible, there are different features of the 
Lord. The Paramatma feature and Brahman feature are invisible, but the Bhagavan 
feature is visible. In the Visnu Purdna this fact is very nicely explained. The universal 
form of the Lord and the formless Brahman effulgence of the Lord, being invisible, are 
inferior features. The concept of the universal form is material, and the concept of 
impersonal Brahman is spiritual, but the highest spiritual understanding is the 
Personality of Godhead. The Visnu Purdna states, visnur brahma-svarupena svayam eva 
vyavasthitah: Brahman's real feature is Visnu, or the Supreme Brahman is Visnu. Svayam 
eva: that is His personal feature. The supreme spiritual conception is the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. It is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gitd: yad gatvd na nivartante 
tad dhdma paramarh mama [Bg. 15.6]. That specific abode called paramarh mama is the 
place from which, once one attains it, one does not return to this miserable, conditional 
life. Every place, every space and everything belongs to Visnu, but where He personally 
lives is tad dhdma paramam, His supreme abode. One has to make one's destination the 
supreme abode of the Lord. 

SB 3.32.27 

TEXT 27 
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Usff <J?r61?|: II II 


etdvdn eva yogena 
samagreneha yoginah 
yujyate 'bhimato hy artho 
yad asafigas tu krtsnasah 

SYNONYMS 

etdvdn —of such a measure; eva —just; yogena —by yoga practice; samagrena —all; iha — 
in this world; yoginah —of the yogi; yujyate —is achieved; abhimatah —desired; hi — 
certainly; arthah —purpose; yat —which; asangah —detachment; tu —indeed; 
krtsnasah —completely. 


TRANSLATION 

The greatest common understanding for all yogis is complete detachment from matter, 
which can be achieved by different kinds of yoga. 

PURPORT 

There are three kinds of yoga, namely bhakti-yoga, jndna-yoga and astdnga-yoga. 
Devotees, jfidnis and yogis all try to get out of the material entanglement. The jfidnis try 
to detach their sensual activities from material engagement. The jndna-yogi thinks that 
matter is false and that Brahman is truth; he tries, therefore, by cultivation of 
knowledge, to detach the senses from material enjoyment. The astdnga-yogls also try to 
control the senses. The devotees, however, try to engage the senses in the service of the 
Lord. Therefore it appears that the activities of the bhaktas, devotees, are better than 
those of the jfidnis and yogis. The mystic yogis simply try to control the senses by 
practicing the eight divisions of yoga-yama, niyama, dsana, prdndydma, pratydhdra, 
etc.—and the jnanis try by mental reasoning to understand that sense enjoyment is 
false. But the easiest and most direct process is to engage the senses in the service of the 
Lord. 

The purpose of all yoga is to detach one's sense activities from this material world. The 
final aims, however, are different. Jfidnis want to become one with the Brahman 
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effulgence, yogis want to realize Paramatma, and devotees want to develop Krsna 
consciousness and transcendental loving service to the Lord. That loving service is the 
perfect stage of sense control. The senses are actually active symptoms of life, and they 
cannot be stopped. They can be detached only if there is superior engagement. As it is 
confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd, par am drstva nivartate: IBg. 9.59] the activities of the senses 
can be stopped if they are given superior engagements. The supreme engagement is 
engagement of the senses in the service of the Lord. That is the purpose of all yoga. 

SB 3.32.28 

TEXT 28 

II II 

jndnam ekarh pardclnair 
indriyair brahma nirgunam 
avabhdty artha-rupena 
bhrdntyd sabdddi-dharmind 

SYNONYMS 

jndnam —knowledge; ekam —one; pardcinaih —averse; indriyaih —by the senses; 
brahma —the Supreme Absolute Truth; nirgunam —beyond the material modes; 
avabhdti —appears; artha-rupena —in the form of various objects; bhrdntyd —mistakenly; 
sabda-ddi —sound and so on; dharmind —endowed with. 

TRANSLATION 

Those who are averse to the Transcendence realize the Supreme Absolute Truth 
differently through speculative sense perception, and therefore, because of mistaken 
speculation, everything appears to them to be relative. 

PURPORT 

The Supreme Absolute Truth, the Personality of Godhead, is one, and He is spread 
everywhere by His impersonal feature. This is clearly expressed in Bhagavad-gltd. Lord 
Krsna says, "Everything that is experienced is but an expansion of My energy." 
Everything is sustained by Him, but that does not mean that He is in everything. Sense 
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perceptions, such as aural perception of the sound of a drum, visual perception of a 
beautiful woman, or perception of the delicious taste of a milk preparation by the 
tongue, all come through different senses and are therefore differently understood. 
Therefore sensory knowledge is divided in different categories, although actually 
everything is one as a manifestation of the energy of the Supreme Lord. Similarly, the 
energies of fire are heat and illumination, and by these two energies fire can display 
itself in many varieties, or in diversified sense perception. Mayavadi philosophers 
declare this diversity to be false. But Vaisnava philosophers do not accept the different 
manifestations as false; they accept them as nondifferent from the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead because they are a display of His diverse energies. 

The philosophy that the Absolute is true and this creation is false (brahma satyarh jagan 
mithyd) is not accepted by Vaisnava philosophers. The example is given that although all 
that glitters is not gold, this does not mean that a glittering object is false. For example, 
an oyster shell appears to be golden. This appearance of golden hue is due only to the 
perception of the eyes, but that does not mean that the oyster shell is false. Similarly, by 
seeing the form of Lord Krsna one cannot understand what He actually is, but this does 
not mean that He is false. The form of Krsna has to be understood as it is described in 
the books of knowledge such as Brahma-samhitd. Isvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid- 
dnanda-vigrahah [Bs. 5.1].- Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, has an eternal, 
blissful spiritual body. By our imperfect sense perception we cannot understand the form 
of the Lord. We have to acquire knowledge about Him. Therefore it is said here, jndnam 
ekam. Bhagavad-gUd confirms that they are fools who, simply upon seeing Krsna, 
consider Him a common man. They do not know the unlimited knowledge, power and 
opulence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Material sense speculation leads to 
the conclusion that the Supreme is formless. It is because of such mental speculation 
that the conditioned soul remains in ignorance under the spell of illusory energy. The 
Supreme Person has to be understood by the transcendental sound vibrated by Him in 
Bhagavad-gltd, wherein He says that there is nothing superior to Himself; the impersonal 
Brahman effulgence is resting on His personality. The purified, absolute vision of 
Bhagavad-gltd is compared to the River Ganges. Ganges water is so pure that it can 
purify even the asses and cows. But anyone who, disregarding the pure Ganges, wishes to 
be purified instead by the filthy water flowing in a drain, cannot be successful. Similarly, 
one can successfully attain pure knowledge of the Absolute only by hearing from the 
pure Absolute Himself. 

In this verse it is clearly said that those who are averse to the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead speculate with their imperfect senses about the nature of the Absolute Truth. 
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The formless Brahman conception, however, can be received only by aural reception 
and not by personal experience. Knowledge is therefore acquired by aural reception. It is 
confirmed in the Vedanta-sutra, sdstra-yonitvdt: one has to acquire pure knowledge from 
the authorized scriptures. So-called speculative arguments about the Absolute Truth are 
therefore useless. The actual identity of the living entity is his consciousness, which is 
always present while the living entity is awake, dreaming or in deep sleep. Even in deep 
sleep, he can perceive by consciousness whether he is happy or distressed. Thus when 
consciousness is displayed through the medium of the subtle and gross material bodies, it 
is covered, but when the consciousness is purified, in Krsna consciousness, one becomes 
free from the entanglement of repeated birth and death. 

When uncontaminated pure knowledge is uncovered from the modes of material nature, 
the actual identity of the living entity is discovered: he is eternally a servitor of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. The process of uncovering is like this: the rays of 
sunshine are luminous, and the sun itself is also luminous. In the presence of the sun, 
the rays illuminate just like the sun, but when the sunshine is covered by the spell of a 
cloud, or by mdyd, then darkness, the imperfection of perception, begins. Therefore, to 
get out of the entanglement of the spell of nescience, one has to awaken his spiritual 
consciousness, or Krsna consciousness, in terms of the authorized scriptures. 

SB 3.32.29 

TEXT 29 

II II 

yathd mahdn aharh-rupas 
tri-vrt panca-vidhah svardt 
ekddasa-vidhas tasya 
vapur andarh jagad yatah 

SYNONYMS 

yathd —as; mahdn —the mahat-tattva; aham-rupah —the false ego; tri-vrt —the three 
modes of material nature; panca-vidhah —the five material elements; sva-rdt —the 
individual consciousness; ekddasa-vidhah —the eleven senses; tasya —of the living entity; 
vapuh —the material body; andam —the brahmdnda; jagat —the universe; yatah —from 
which or from whom. 


767 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www-krishnaxom 
Distributed by wwwx-vedasxom with permission of the publishers 









TRANSLATION 


From the total energy, the mahat-tattva, I have manifested the false ego, the three modes 
of material nature, the five material elements, the individual consciousness, the eleven 
senses and the material body. Similarly, the entire universe has come from the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. 


PURPORT 

The Supreme Lord is described as mahat-pada, which means that the total material 
energy, known as the mahat-tattva, is lying at His lotus feet. The origin or the total 
energy of the cosmic manifestation is the mahat-tattva. From the mahat-tattva all the 
other twenty-four divisions have sprung, namely the eleven senses (including the mind), 
the five sense objects, the five material elements, and then consciousness, intelligence 
and false ego. The Supreme Personality of Godhead is the cause of the mahat-tattva, and 
therefore, in one sense, because everything is an emanation from the Supreme Lord, 
there is no difference between the Lord and the cosmic manifestation. But at the same 
time the cosmic manifestation is different from the Lord. The word svardt is very 
significant here. Svardt means "independent." The Supreme Lord is independent, and 
the individual soul is also independent. Although there is no comparison between the 
two qualities of independence, the living entity is minutely independent, and the 
Supreme Lord is fully independent. As the individual soul has a material body made of 
five elements and the senses, the supreme independent Lord similarly has the gigantic 
body of the universe. The individual body is temporary; similarly, the entire universe, 
which is considered to be the body of the Supreme Lord, is also temporary, and both the 
individual and universal bodies are products of the mahat-tattva. One has to understand 
the differences with intelligence. Everyone knows that his material body has developed 
from a spiritual spark, and similarly the universal body has developed from the supreme 
spark. Supersoul. As the individual body develops from the individual soul, the gigantic 
body of the universe develops from the Supreme Soul. Just as the individual soul has 
consciousness, the Supreme Soul is also conscious. But although there is a similarity 
between the consciousness of the Supreme Soul and the consciousness of the individual 
soul, the individual soul's consciousness is limited, whereas the consciousness of the 
Supreme Soul is unlimited. This is described in Bhagavad-gUd (13.3). Ksetra-jnarfi cdpi 
mdrh viddhi: the Supersoul is present in every field of activity, just as the individual soul 
is present in the individual body. Both of them are conscious. The difference is that the 
individual soul is conscious of the individual body only, whereas the Supersoul is 
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conscious of the total number of individual bodies. 


SB 3.32.30 

TEXT 30 

I 

|2|<Tb'J|l II 9° II 

etad vai sraddhaya hhaktyd 
yogdbhydsena nityasah 
samdhitdtmd nihsango 
viraktyd paripasyati 

SYNONYMS 

etat —this; vai —certainly; sraddhayd —with faith; bhaktyd —by devotional service; yoga- 
abhydsena —by practice of yoga; nityasah —always; samdhita-dtmd —he whose mind is 
fixed; nihsangah —aloof from material association; viraktyd —by detachment; 
paripasyati —understands. 


TRANSLATION 

This perfect knowledge can be achieved by a person who is already engaged in devotional 
service with faith, steadiness and full detachment, and who is always absorbed in thought 
of the Supreme. He is aloof from material association. 

PURPORT 

The atheistic mystic practitioner of yoga cannot understand this perfect knowledge. 
Only persons who engage in the practical activities of devotional service in full Krsna 
consciousness can become absorbed in full samddhi. It is possible for them to see and 
understand the actual fact of the entire cosmic manifestation and its cause. It is clearly 
stated here that this is not possible to understand for one who has not developed 
devotional service in full faith. The words samdhitdtmd and samddhi are synonymous. 

SB 3.32.31 

TEXT 31 
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^ ^ II 3? II 


ity etat kathitarh gurvi 
jndnarh tad brahma-darsanam 
yenanubuddhyate tattvarh 
prakrteh purusasya ca 

SYNONYMS 

iti —thus; etat —this; kathitam —described; gurvi —O respectful mother; jndnam — 
knowledge; tat —that; brahma —the Absolute Truth; darsanam —revealing; yena —by 
which; anubuddhyate —is understood; tattvam —the truth; prakrteh —of matter; 
purusasya —of spirit; ca —and. 


TRANSLATION 

My dear respectful mother, I have already described the path of understanding the 
Absolute Truth, by which one can come to understand tbe real truth of matter and spirit 
and their relationship. 

SB 3.32.32 

TEXT 32 

II ?? II 

jndna-yogas ca man-nistho 
nairgunyo bhakti-laksanah 
dvayor apy eka evdrtho 
bhagavac-chabda-laksanah 

SYNONYMS 

jndna-yogah —philosophical research; ca —and; mat-nisthah —directed towards Me; 
nairgunyah —free from the material modes of nature; bhakti —devotional service; 
laksanah —named; dvayoh —of both; api —moreover; ekah —one; eva —certainly; 
arthah —purpose; bhagavat —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; sabda —by the word; 
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laksanah —signified. 


TRANSLATION 

Philosophical research culminates in understanding the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
After achieving this understanding, when one becomes free from the material modes of 
nature, he attains the stage of devotional service. Either by devotional service directly or 
by philosophical research, one has to find the same destination, which is the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. 


PURPORT 

It is said in Bhagavad-gUd that after many, many lives of philosophical research the wise 
man ultimately comes to the point of knowing that Vasudeva, the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, is everything, and therefore he surrenders unto Him. Such serious students 
in philosophical research are rare because they are very great souls. If by philosophical 
research one cannot come to the point of understanding the Supreme Person, then his 
task is not finished. His search in knowledge is still to be continued until he comes to 
the point of understanding the Supreme Lord in devotional service. 

The opportunity for direct touch with the Personality of Godhead is given in Bhagavad- 
gUd, where it is also said that those who take to other processes, namely the processes of 
philosophical speculation and mystic yoga practice, have much trouble. After many, 
many years of much trouble, a yogi or wise philosopher may come to Him, but his path is 
very troublesome, whereas the path of devotional service is easy for everyone. One can 
achieve the result of wise philosophical speculation simply by discharging devotional 
service, and unless one reaches the point of understanding the Personality of Godhead 
by his mental speculation, all his research work is said to be simply a labor of love. The 
ultimate destination of the wise philosopher is to merge in the impersonal Brahman, but 
that Brahman is the effulgence of the Supreme Person. The Lord says in Bhagavad-gUd 
(14.27), brahmano hi pratisthdham amrtasydvyayasya ca: "I am the basis of the impersonal 
Brahman, which is indestructible and is the supreme bliss." The Lord is the supreme 
reservoir of all pleasure, including Brahman pleasure; therefore, one who has 
unflinching faith in the Supreme Personality of Godhead is said to be already realized in 
impersonal Brahman and Paramatma. 

SB 3.32.33 

TEXT 33 
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d^^JIclK II 99 II 


yathendriyaih prthag-dvarair 
artho bahu-gundhayah 
eko ndneyate tadvad 
bhagavdn sdstra-vartmabhih 

SYNONYMS 

yathd —as; indriyaih —by the senses; prthak-dvdraih —in different ways; arthah —an 
object; bahu-guna —many qualities; dsrayah —endowed with; ekah —one; nana— 
differently; lyate —is perceived; tadvat —similarly; bhagavdn —the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead; sdstra-vartmabhih —according to different scriptural injunctions. 

TRANSLATION 

A single object is appreciated differently by different senses due to its having different 
qualities. Similarly, the Supreme Personality of Godhead is one, but according to different 
scriptural injunctions He appears to be different. 

PURPORT 

It appears that by following the path of jfidna-yoga, or empiric philosophical speculation, 
one reaches the impersonal Brahman, whereas by executing devotional service in Krsna 
consciousness one enriches his faith in and devotion to the Personality of Godhead. But 
it is stated here that both bhakti-yoga and jndna-yoga are meant for reaching the same 
destination—the Personality of Godhead. By the process of jfidna-yoga the same 
Personality of Godhead appears to be impersonal. As the same object appears to be 
different when perceived by different senses, the same Supreme Lord appears to be 
impersonal by mental speculation. A hill appears cloudy from a distance, and one who 
does not know may speculate that the hill is a cloud. Actually, it is not a cloud; it is a big 
hill. One has to learn from authority that the sight of a cloud is not actually a cloud but 
a hill. If one makes a little more progress, then instead of a cloud he sees the hill and 
something green. When one actually approaches the hill, he will see many varieties. 
Another example is in perceiving milk. When we see milk, we see that it is white; when 
we taste it, it appears that milk is very palatable. When we touch milk, it appears very 
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cold; when we smell milk, it appears to have a very good flavor; and when we hear, we 
understand that it is called milk. Perceiving milk with different senses, we say that it is 
something white, something very delicious, something very aromatic, and so on. 
Actually, it is milk. Similarly, those who are trying to find the Supreme Godhead by 
mental speculation may approach the bodily effulgence, or the impersonal Brahman, 
and those who are trying to find the Supreme Godhead by yoga practice may find Him 
as the localized Supersoul, but those who are directly trying to approach the Supreme 
Truth by practice of bhakti-yoga can see Him face to face as the Supreme Person. 
Ultimately, the Supreme Person is the destination of all different processes. The 
fortunate person who, by following the principles of scriptures, becomes completely 
purified of all material contamination, surrenders unto the Supreme Lord as everything. 
Just as one can appreciate the real taste of milk with the tongue and not with the eyes, 
nostrils or ears, one can similarly appreciate the Absolute Truth perfectly and with all 
relishable pleasure only through one path, devotional service. This is also confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gltd. Bhaktyd mdm abhijdndti: iBg. 18.55] if one wants to understand the 
Absolute Truth in perfection, he must take to devotional service. Of course, no one can 
understand the Absolute Truth in all perfection. That is not possible for the 
infinitesimal living entities. But the highest point of understanding by the living entity 
is reached by discharge of devotional service, not otherwise. 

By following various scriptural paths, one may come to the impersonal effulgence of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. The transcendental pleasure derived from merging 
with or understanding the impersonal Brahman is very extensive because Brahman is 
ananta. Tad brahma niskalarh anantam: brahmdnanda is unlimited. But that unlimited 
pleasure can also be surpassed. That is the nature of the Transcendence. The unlimited 
can be surpassed also, and that higher platform is Krsna. When one deals directly with 
Krsna, the mellow and the humor relished by reciprocation of devotional service is 
incomparable, even with the pleasure derived from transcendental Brahman. 
Prabodhananda Sarasvati therefore says that kaivalya, the Brahman pleasure, is 
undoubtedly very great and is appreciated by many philosophers, but to a devotee, who 
has understood how to derive pleasure from exchanging devotional service with the 
Lord, this unlimited Brahman appears to be hellish. One should try, therefore, to 
transcend even the Brahman pleasure in order to approach the position of dealing with 
Krsna face to face. As the mind is the center of all the activities of the senses, Krsna is 
called the master of the senses, Hrsikesa. The process is to fix the mind on Hrsikesa, or 
Krsna, as Maharaja Ambarisa did {sa vai manah krsna-paddravindayoh ISB 9.4.i8]). 

Bhakti is the basic principle of all processes. Without bhakti, neither jndna-yoga nor 
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astanga-yoga can be successful, and unless one approaches Krsna, the principles of self- 
realization have no ultimate destination. 

SB 3.32.34, SB 3.32.35, SB 3.32.36, SB 3.32.34-36 

TEXTS 34-36 

few I 

^ II II 

% fl I 

^Wm-hRi^h H^RiftiRiHUL II II 
^ HJWi^fe tBpii fejfni: II II 

kriyayd kratubhir danais 
tapah-svadhyaya-marsanaih 
atmendriya-jayenapi 
sannydsena ca karmandm 

yogena vividhdfigena 
bhakti-yogena caiva hi 
dharmenobhaya-cihnena 
yah pravrtti-nivrttimdn 

dtma-tattvdvabodhena 
vairdgyena drdhena ca 
lyate bhagavdn ebhih 
saguno nirgunah sva-drk 

SYNONYMS 

kriyayd —by fruitive activities; kratubhih —by sacrificial performances; ddnaih —by 
charity; tapah —austerities; svddhydya —study of Vedic literature; marsanaih —and by 
philosophical research; dtma-indriya-jayena —by controlling the mind and senses; api — 
also; sannydsena —by renunciation; ca—and; karmandm —of fruitive activities; 
yogena —by yoga practice; vividha-angena —of different divisions; bhakti-yogena —by 
devotional service; ca —and; eva —certainly; hi —indeed; dharmena —by prescribed 
duties; ubhaya-cihnena —having both symptoms; yah —which; pravrtti —attachment; 
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nivrtti-mdn —containing detachment; dtma-tattva —the science of self-realization; 
avabodhena —by understanding; vairdgyena —by detachment; drdhena —strong; ca — 
and; lyate —is perceived; bhagavdn —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; ebhih —by 
these; sa-gunah —in the material world; nirgunah —beyond the material modes; sva- 
drk —one who sees his constitutional position. 

TRANSLATION 

By performing fruitive activities and sacrifices, by distributing charity, by performing 
austerities, by studying various literatures, by conducting philosophical research, by 
controlling the mind, by subduing the senses, by accepting the renounced order of life and 
by performing the prescribed duties of one's social order; by performing the different 
divisions of yoga practice, by performing devotional service and by exhibiting the process 
of devotional service containing the symptoms of both attachment and detachment; by 
understanding the science of self-realization and by developing a strong sense of 
detachment, one who is expert in understanding the different processes of self-realization 
realizes the Supreme Personality of Godhead as He is represented in the material world as 
well as in transcendence. 


PURPORT 

As it is stated in the previous verse, one has to follow the principles of the scriptures. 
There are different prescribed duties for persons in the different social and spiritual 
orders. Here it is stated that performance of fruitive activities and sacrifices and 
distribution of charity are activities meant for persons who are in the householder order 
of society. There are four orders of the social system: brahmacarya, grhastha, vdnaprastha 
and sannydsa. For the grhasthas, or householders, performance of sacrifices, distribution 
of charity, and action according to prescribed duties are especially recommended. 
Similarly, austerity, study of Vedic literature, and philosophical research are meant for 
the vdnaprasthas, or retired persons. Study of the Vedic literature from the bona fide 
spiritual master is meant for the brahmacdri, or student. Atmendriya-jaya, control of the 
mind and taming of the senses, is meant for persons in the renounced order of life. All 
these different activities are prescribed for different persons so that they may be 
elevated to the platform of self-realization and from there to Krsna consciousness, 
devotional service. 

The words bhakti-yogena caiva hi mean that whatever is to be performed, as described in 
verse 34, whether yoga or sacrifice or fruitive activity or study of Vedic literature or 
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philosophical research or acceptance of the renounced order of life, is to be executed in 
bhakti-yoga. The words caiva hi, according to Sanskrit grammar, indicate that one must 
perform all these activities mixed with devotional service, otherwise such activities will 
not produce any fruit. Any prescribed activity must be performed for the sake of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd (9.27), yat karosi yad 
asndsi: "Whatever you do, whatever you eat, whatever you sacrifice, whatever austerities 
you undergo and whatever charities you give, the result should be given to the Supreme 
Lord." The word eva is added, indicating that one must execute activities in such a way. 
Unless one adds devotional service to all activities, he cannot achieve the desired result, 
but when bhakti-yoga is prominent in every activity, then the ultimate goal is sure. 

One has to approach the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, as it is stated in 
Bhagavad-gltd: "After many, many births, one approaches the Supreme Person, Krsna, 
and surrenders unto Him, knowing that He is everything." Also in Bhagavad-gltd, the 
Lord says, bhoktdrarh yajna-tapasdm: [Bg. 5.29] "For anyone who is undergoing rigid 
austerity or for anyone performing different kinds of sacrifices, the beneficiary is the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead." He is the proprietor of all planets, and He is the 
friend of every living soul. 

The words dharmenobhaya-cihnena mean that the bhakti-yoga process contains two 
symptoms, namely attachment for the Supreme Lord and detachment from all material 
affinities. There are two symptoms of advancement in the process of devotional service, 
just as there are two processes taking place while eating. A hungry man feels strength 
and satisfaction from eating, and at the same time he gradually becomes detached from 
eating any more. Similarly, with the execution of devotional service, real knowledge 
develops, and one becomes detached from all material activities. In no other activity but 
devotional service is there such detachment from matter and attachment for the 
Supreme. There are nine different processes to increase this attachment to the Supreme 
Lord: hearing, chanting, remembering, worshiping, serving the Lord, making friendship, 
praying, offering everything and serving the lotus feet of the Lord. The processes for 
increasing detachment from material affinities are explained in verse 36. 

One can achieve elevation to the higher planetary systems like the heavenly kingdom by 
executing one's prescribed duties and by performing sacrifices. When one is 
transcendental to such desires because of accepting the renounced order of life, he can 
understand the Brahman feature of the Supreme, and when one is able to see his real 
constitutional position, he sees all other processes and becomes situated in the stage of 
pure devotional service. At that time he can understand the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, Bhagavan. 
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Understanding of the Supreme person is called atma-tattva-avabodhena, which means 
"understanding of one's real constitutional position." If one actually understands one's 
constitutional position as an eternal servitor of the Supreme Lord, he becomes detached 
from the service of the material world. Everyone engages in some sort of service. If one 
does not know one's constitutional position, one engages in the service of his personal 
gross body or his family, society or country. But as soon as one is able to see his 
constitutional position (the word sva-drk means "one who is able to see"), he becomes 
detached from such material service and engages himself in devotional service. 

As long as one is in the modes of material nature and is performing the duties prescribed 
in the scriptures, he can be elevated to higher planetary systems, where the 
predominating deities are material representations of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, like the sun-god, the moon-god, the air-god, Brahma and Lord Siva. All the 
different demigods are material representations of the Supreme Lord. By material 
activities one can approach only such demigods, as stated in Bhagavad-gita (9.25). Ydnti 
deva-vrata devan: those who are attached to the demigods and who perform the 
prescribed duties can approach the abodes of the demigods. In this way, one can go to 
the planet of the Pitas, or forefathers. Similarly, one who fully understands the real 
position of his life adopts devotional service and realizes the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. 


SB 3.32.37 

TEXT 37 

prdvocarh bhakti-yogasya 
svaruparh te catur-vidham 
kdlasya cdvyakta-gater 
yo 'ntardhdvati jantusu 

SYNONYMS 

prdvocam —explained; bhakti-yogasya —of devotional service; svarupam —the identity; 
te —to you; catuh-vidham —in four divisions; kdlasya —of time; ca—also; avyakta-gateh — 
the movement of which is imperceptible; yah —which; antardhdvati —chases; jantusu — 
the living entities. 
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TRANSLATION 


My dear mother, I have explained to you the process of devotional service and its identity 
in four different social divisions. I have explained to you as well how eternal time is 
chasing the living entities, although it is imperceptible to them. 

PURPORT 

The process of bhakti-yoga, devotional service, is the main river flowing down towards 
the sea of the Absolute Truth, and all other processes mentioned are just like tributaries. 
Lord Kapila is summarizing the importance of the process of devotional service. Bhakti- 
yoga, as described before, is divided into four divisions, three in the material modes of 
nature and one in transcendence, which is untinged by the modes of material nature. 
Devotional service mixed with the modes of material nature is a means for material 
existence, whereas devotional service without desires for fruitive result and without 
attempts for empirical philosophical research is pure, transcendental devotional service. 

SB 3.32.38 

TEXT 38 

^ II 9*: II 

jivasya sarhsrtir bahvlr 
avidya-karma-nirmitah 
ydsv anga pravisann dtmd 
na veda gatim dtmanah 

SYNONYMS 

jivasya —of the living entity; samsrtih —courses of material existence; bahvih —many; 
avidyd —in ignorance; karma —by work; nirmitdh —produced; ydsu —into which; anga— 
My dear mother; pravisan —entering; dtmd —the living entity; na—not; veda — 
understands; gatim —the movement; dtmanah —of himself. 

TRANSLATION 

There are varieties of material existence for the living entity according to the work he 
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performs in ignorance or forgetfulness of his real identity. My dear mother, if anyone 
enters into that forgetfulness, he is unahle to understand where his movements will end. 

PURPORT 

Once one enters into the continuation of material existence, it is very difficult to get 
out. Therefore the Supreme Personality of Godhead comes Himself or sends His bona 
fide representative, and He leaves behind scriptures like Bhagavad-gUd and Srlmad- 
Bhdgavatam, so that the living entities hovering in the darkness of nescience may take 
advantage of the instructions, the saintly persons and the spiritual masters and thus be 
freed. Unless the living entity receives the mercy of the saintly persons, the spiritual 
master or Krsna, it is not possible for him to get out of the darkness of material 
existence; by his own endeavor it is not possible. 

SB 3.32.39 

TEXT 39 

Tf ^ fiigpi % ^ II 9'^ || 

naitat khaldyopadisen 
ndvinltdya karhicit 
na stabdhaya na bhinndya 
naiva dharma-dhvajdya ca 

SYNONYMS 

na —not; etat —this instruction; khaldya —to the envious; upadiset —one should teach; 
na —not; avinltdya —to the agnostic; karhicit —ever; na —not; stabdhaya —to the proud; 
na —not; bhinndya —to the misbehaved; na —not; eva —certainly; dharma-dhvajdya —to 
the hypocrites; ca —also. 


TRANSLATION 

Lord Kapila continued: This instruction is not meant for the envious, for the agnostics or 
for persons who are unclean in their behavior. Nor is it for hypocrites or for persons who 
are proud of material possessions. 

SB 3.32.40 
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TEXT 40 


^ ^ ^ ^ M^Th6mH(i| II 8° II 

na lolupdyopadisen 
na grharudha-cetase 
ndbhaktdya ca me jdtu 
na mad-bhakta-dvisam api 

SYNONYMS 

na —not; lolupdya —to the greedy; upadiset —one should instruct; na —not; grha-drudha- 
cetase —to one who is too attached to family life; na —not; abhaktdya —to the 
nondevotee; ca —and; me —of Me; jdtu —ever; na —not; mat —My; bhakta —devotees; 
dvisdm —to those who are envious of; api —also. 

TRANSLATION 

It is not to be instructed to persons who are too greedy and too attached to family life, nor 
to persons who are nondevotees and who are envious of the devotees and of the 
Personality of Godhead. 


PURPORT 

Persons who are always planning to do harm to other living entities are not eligible to 
understand Krsna consciousness and cannot enter into the realm of transcendental 
loving service to the Lord. Also, there are so-called disciples who become submissive to a 
spiritual master most artificially, with an ulterior motive. They also cannot understand 
what Krsna consciousness or devotional service is. Persons who, due to being initiated 
by another sect of religious faith, do not find devotional service as the common platform 
for approaching the Supreme Personality of Godhead, also cannot understand Krsna 
consciousness. We have experience that some students come to join us, but because of 
being biased in some particular type of faith, they leave our camp and become lost in the 
wilderness. Actually, Krsna consciousness is not a sectarian religious faith; it is a 
teaching process for understanding the Supreme Lord and our relationship with Him. 
Anyone can join this movement without prejudice, but unfortunately there are persons 
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who feel differently. It is better, therefore, not to instruct the science of Krsna 
consciousness to such persons. 

Generally, materialistic persons are after some name, fame and material gain, so if 
someone takes to Krsna consciousness for these reasons, he will never be able to 
understand this philosophy. Such persons take to religious principles as a social 
decoration. They admit themselves into some cultural institution for the sake of name 
only, especially in this age. Such persons also cannot understand the philosophy of 
Krsna consciousness. Even if one is not greedy for material possessions but is too 
attached to family life, he also cannot understand Krsna consciousness. Superficially, 
such persons are not very greedy for material possessions, but they are too attached to 
wife, children and family improvement. When a person is not contaminated by the 
above-mentioned faults yet at the ultimate issue is not interested in the service of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, or if he is a nondevotee, he also cannot understand 
the philosophy of Krsna consciousness. 


TEXT 41 


SB 3.32.41 


^ II y? II 


sraddadhanaya bhaktdya 
vinltdydnasuyave 
bhutesu krta-maitrdya 
susrusdbhiratdya ca 


SYNONYMS 

sraddadhdndya —faithful; bhaktdya —to the devotee; vinitdya —respectful; anasuyave — 
nonenvious; bhutesu —to all living entities; krta-maitrdya —friendly; susrusd —faithful 
service; abhiratdya —eager to render; ca —and. 

TRANSLATION 

Instruction should be given to the faithful devotee who is respectful to the spiritual 
master, nonenvious, friendly to all kinds of living entities and eager to render service with 
faith and sincerity. 
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TEXT 42 


SB 3.32.42 


^IHR^TiW cdwil 

II ii 

bahir-jdta-virdgdya 
sdnta-cittdya dlyatdm 
nirmatsardya sucaye 
yasydham preyasdrh priyah 

SYNONYMS 

bahih —for what is outside; jdta-virdgdya —to him who has developed detachment; sdnta- 
cittdya —whose mind is peaceful; dlyatdm —let this be instructed; nirmatsardya — 
nonenvious; sucaye —perfectly cleansed; yasya —of whom; aham —1; preyasdm —of all 
that is very dear; priyah —the most dear. 

TRANSLATION 

This instruction should be imparted by the spiritual master to persons who have taken 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead to be more dear than anything, who are not envious 
of anyone, who are perfectly cleansed and who have developed detachment for that which 
is outside the purview of Krsna consciousness. 

PURPORT 

In the beginning, no one can be elevated to the highest stage of devotional service. Here 
bhakta means one who does not hesitate to accept the reformatory processes for 
becoming a bhakta. In order to become a devotee of the Lord, one has to accept a 
spiritual master and inquire from him about how to progress in devotional service. To 
serve a devotee, to chant the holy name according to a certain counting method, to 
worship the Deity, to hear Srlmad-Bhdgavatam or Bhagavad-gltd from a realized person 
and to live in a sacred place where devotional service is not disturbed are the first out of 
sixty-four devotional activities for making progress in devotional service. One who has 
accepted these five chief activities is called a devotee. 

One must be prepared to offer the necessary respect and honor to the spiritual master. 
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He should not be unnecessarily envious of his Godbrothers. Rather, if a Godbrother is 
more enlightened and advanced in Krsna consciousness, one should accept him as 
almost equal to the spiritual master, and one should be happy to see such Godbrothers 
advance in Krsna consciousness. A devotee should always be very kind to the general 
public in instructing Krsna consciousness because that is the only solution for getting 
out of the clutches of mdyd. That is really humanitarian work, for it is the way to show 
mercy to other people who need it very badly. The word susrusdbhiratdya indicates a 
person who faithfully engages in serving the spiritual master. One should give personal 
service and all kinds of comforts to the spiritual master. A devotee who does so is also a 
bona fide candidate for taking this instruction. The word bahir jdta-virdgdya means a 
person who has developed detachment from external and internal material propensities. 
Not only is he detached from activities which are not connected to Krsna consciousness, 
but he should be internally averse to the material way of life. Such a person must be 
nonenvious and should think of the welfare of all living entities, not only of the human 
beings, but living entities other than human beings. The word sucaye means one who is 
cleansed both externally and internally. To become actually cleansed externally and 
internally, one should chant the holy name of the Lord, Hare Krsna, or Visnu, 
constantly. 

The word dlyatdm means that knowledge of Krsna consciousness should be offered by 
the spiritual master. The spiritual master must not accept a disciple who is not qualified; 
he should not be professional and should not accept disciples for monetary gains. The 
bona fide spiritual master must see the bona fide qualities of a person whom he is going 
to initiate. An unworthy person should not be initiated. The spiritual master should 
train his disciple in such a way so that in the future only the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead will be the dearmost goal of his life. 

In these two verses the qualities of a devotee are fully explained. One who has actually 
developed all the qualities listed in these verses is already elevated to the post of a 
devotee. If one has not developed all these qualities, he still has to fulfill these 
conditions in order to become a perfect devotee. 

SB 3.32.43 

TEXT 43 

^ ^ I 

^ e ^ ^ ^ II a? ii 


783 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www-krishnaxom 
Distributed by wwwx-vedasxom with permission of the publishers 









ya idarh srnuydd amba 
sraddhaya purusah sakrt 
yo vabhidhatte mac-cittah 
sa hy eti padavirh ca me 

SYNONYMS 

yah —he who; idam —this; srnuydt —may hear; amba —O mother; sraddhayd —with 
faith; purusah —a person; sakrt —once; yah —he who; vd —or; abhidhatte —repeats; mat- 
cittah —his mind fixed on Me; sah —he; hi —certainly; eti —attains; padavlm —abode; 
ca —and; me—My. 


TRANSLATION 

Anyone who once meditates upon Me with faith and affection, who hears and chants 
about Me, surely goes back home, back to Godhead. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Thirty-second Chapter, of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "Entanglement in Fruitive Activities." 


33* Activities of Kapila 


SB 3.33.1 

TEXTl 

HI ^^HFI I 

gSIH II ? II 

maitreya uvdca 

evarh nisamya kapilasya vaco janitrl 
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sd kardamasya dayita kila devahutih 
visrasta-moha-patald tarn abhiprariamya 
tustdva tattva-visaydrikita-siddhi-bhumim 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —Maitreya said; evam —thus; nisamya —having heard; kapilasya —of 
Lord Kapila; vacah —the words; janitrl —the mother; sd —she; kardamasya —of Kardama 
Muni; dayitd —the dear wife; kila —namely; devahutih —Devahuti; visrasta —freed from; 
moha-patald —the covering of illusion; tarn —unto Him; abhiprariamya —having offered 
obeisances; tustdva —recited prayers; tattva —basic principles; visaya —in the matter of; 
ankita —the author; siddhi —of liberation; bhumim —the background. 

TRANSLATION 

Sri Maitreya said: Thus Devahuti, the mother of Lord Kapila and wife of Kardama Muni, 
became freed from all ignorance concerning devotional service and transcendental 
knowledge. She offered her obeisances unto the Lord, the author of the basic principles of 
the Sankhya system of philosophy, which is the background of liberation, and she 
satisfied Him with the following verses of prayer. 

PURPORT 

The system of philosophy enunciated by Lord Kapila before His mother is the 
background for situation on the spiritual platform. The specific significance of this 
system of philosophy is stated herein as siddhi-bhumim —it is the background of 
salvation. People who are suffering in this material world because they are conditioned 
by the material energy can easily get freedom from the clutches of matter by 
understanding the Sankhya philosophy enunciated by Lord Kapila. By this system of 
philosophy, one can immediately become free, even though one is situated in this 
material world. That stage is called jlvan-mukti. This means that one is liberated even 
though one stays with his material body. That happened for Devahuti, the mother of 
Lord Kapila, and she therefore satisfied the Lord by offering her prayers. Anyone who 
understands the basic principle of Sankhya philosophy is elevated in devotional service 
and becomes fully Krsna conscious, or liberated, even within this material world. 

SB 3.33.2 

TEXT 2 
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WT 

sMt ^raSTISSraRT; II ? II 

devahutir uvdca 

athdpy ajo 'ntah-salile saydnarh 
bhutendriydrthdtma-mayam vapus te 
guna-pravdharh sad-asesa-bljarh 
dadhyau svayarh yaj-jathardbja-jdtah 

SYNONYMS 

devahutih uvdca —Devahuti said; atha api —moreover; ajah —Lord Brahma; antah- 
salile —in the water; saydnam —lying; bhuta —the material elements; indriya —the 
senses; artha —the sense objects; dtma —the mind; mayam —pervaded by; vapuh —body; 
te —Your; guna-pravdham —the source of the stream of the three modes of material 
nature; sat —manifest; asesa —of all; bljam —the seed; dadhyau —meditated upon; 
svayam —himself; yat —of whom; jathara —from the abdomen; abja —from the lotus 
flower; jdtah —born. 


TRANSLATION 

Devahuti said: Brahma is said to be unborn because he takes birth from the lotus flower 
which grows from Your abdomen while You lie in the ocean at the bottom of the 
universe. But even Brahma simply meditated upon You, whose body is the source of 
unlimited universes. 


PURPORT 

Brahma is also named Aja, "he who is unborn." Whenever we think of someone's birth, 
there must be a material father and mother, for thus one is born. But Brahma, being the 
first living creature within this universe, was born directly from the body of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead who is known as Garbhodakasayl Visnu, the Visnu 
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form lying down in the ocean at the bottom of the universe. Devahuti wanted to impress 
upon the Lord that when Brahma wants to see Him, he has to meditate upon Him. "You 
are the seed of all creation," she said. "Although Brahma was directly born from You, he 
still has to perform many years of meditation, and even then he cannot see You directly, 
face to face. Your body is lying within the vast water at the bottom of the universe, and 
thus You are known as Garbhodakasayi Visnu." 

The nature of the Lord's gigantic body is also explained in this verse. That body is 
transcendental, untouched by matter. Since the material manifestation has come from 
His body. His body therefore existed before the material creation. The conclusion is that 
the transcendental body of Visnu is not made of material elements. The body of Visnu is 
the source of all other living entities, as well as the material nature, which is also 
supposed to be the energy of that Supreme Personality of Godhead. Devahuti said, "You 
are the background of the material manifestation and all created energy; therefore Your 
delivering me from the clutches of mdyd by explaining the system of Sankhya 
philosophy is not so astonishing. But Your being born from my abdomen is certainly 
wonderful because although You are the source of all creation. You have so kindly taken 
birth as my child. That is most wonderful. Your body is the source of all the universe, 
and still You put Your body within the abdomen of a common woman like me. To me, 
that is most astonishing." 

SB 3.33.3 

TEXT 3 



sa eva visvasya bhavdn vidhatte 
guna-pravdhena vibhakta-vlryah 
sargddy anlho 'vitathdbhisandhir 
dtmesvaro 'tarkya-sahasra-saktih 

SYNONYMS 

sah —that very person; eva —certainly; visvasya —of the universe; bhavdn —You; 
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vidhatte —carry on; guna-pravdhena —by the interaction of the modes; vibhakta — 
divided; viryah —Your energies; sarga-ddi —the creation and so on; anlhah —the 
nondoer; avitatha —not futile; abhisandhih —Your determination; dtma-isvarah —the 
Lord of all living entities; atarkya —inconceivable; sahasra —thousands; saktih — 
possessing energies. 


TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, although personally You have nothing to do, You have distributed Your 
energies in the interactions of the material modes of nature, and for that reason the 
creation, maintenance and dissolution of the cosmic manifestation take place. My dear 
Lord, You are self-determined and are the Supreme Personality of Godhead for all living 
entities. For them You created this material manifestation, and although You are one. 
Your diverse energies can act multifariously. This is inconceivable to us. 

PURPORT 

The statement made in this verse by Devahuti that the Absolute Truth has many 
diverse energies although He personally has nothing to do is confirmed in the 
Upanisads. There is no one greater than Him or on an equal level with Him, and 
everything is completely done by His energy, as if by nature. It is understood herein, 
therefore, that although the modes of material nature are entrusted to different 
manifestations like Brahma, Visnu and Siva, each of whom is particularly invested with 
different kinds of power, the Supreme Lord is completely aloof from such activities. 
Devahuti is saying, "Although You personally are not doing anything. Your 
determination is absolute. There is no question of Your fulfilling Your will with the help 
of anyone else besides Yourself. You are, in the end, the Supreme Soul and the supreme 
controller. Your will, therefore, cannot be checked by anyone else." The Supreme Lord 
can check others' plans. As it is said, "Man proposes and God disposes." But when the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead proposes, that desire is under no one else's control. He 
is absolute. We are ultimately dependent on Him to fulfill our desires, but we cannot say 
that God's desires are also dependent. That is His inconceivable power. That which may 
be inconceivable for ordinary living entities is easily done by Him. And in spite of His 
being unlimited. He has subjected Himself to being known from the authoritative 
scriptures like the Vedic literatures. As it is said, sabda-mulatvdt: He can be known 
through the sabda-brahma, or Vedic literature. 

Why is the creation made? Since the Lord is the Supreme Personality of Godhead for all 
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living entities, He created this material manifestation for those living entities who want 
to enjoy or lord it over material nature. As the Supreme Godhead, He arranges to fulfill 
their various desires. It is confirmed also in the Vedas, eko bahundrh yo vidadhati kdmdn: 
the supreme one supplies the necessities of the many living entities. There is no limit to 
the demands of the different kinds of living entities, and the supreme one, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, alone maintains them and supplies them by His inconceivable 
energy. 


TEXT 4 


SB 3.33.4 


^ FT II « II 


sa tvarh bhrto me jatharena ndtha 
katham nu yasyodara etad dslt 
visvarh yugdnte vata-patra ekah 
sete sma mdyd-sisur afighri-pdnah 


SYNONYMS 

sah —that very person; tvam —You; bhrtah —took birth; me jatharena —by my abdomen; 
ndtha —O my Lord; katham —how; nu —then; yasya —of whom; udare —in the belly; 
etat —this; dslt —did rest; visvam —universe; yuga-ante —at the end of the millennium; 
vata-patre —on the leaf of a banyan tree; ekah —alone; sete sma —You lay down; mdyd — 
possessing inconceivable powers; sisuh —a baby; arighri —Your toe; pdnah —licking. 


TRANSLATION 

As the Supreme Personality of Godhead, You have taken birth from my abdomen. O my 
Lord, how is that possible for the supreme one, who has in His belly all the cosmic 
manifestation? The answer is that it is possible, for at the end of the millennium You lie 
down on a leaf of a banyan tree, and just like a small baby. You lick the toe of Your lotus 
foot. 
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PURPORT 


At the time of dissolution the Lord sometimes appears as a small baby lying on a leaf of a 
banyan tree, floating on the devastating water. Therefore Devahuti suggests, "Your lying 
down within the abdomen of a common woman like me is not so astonishing. You can 
lie down on the leaf of a banyan tree and float on the water of devastation as a small 
baby. It is not very wonderful, therefore, that You can lie down in the abdomen of my 
body. You teach us that those who are very fond of children within this material world 
and who therefore enter into marriage to enjoy family life with children can also have 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead as their child, and the most wonderful thing is that 
the Lord Himself licks His toe." 

Since all the great sages and devotees apply all energy and all activities in the service of 
the lotus feet of the Lord, there must be some transcendental pleasure in the toes of His 
lotus feet. The Lord licks His toe to taste the nectar for which the devotees always 
aspire. Sometimes the Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself wonders how much 
transcendental pleasure is within Himself, and in order to taste His own potency. He 
sometimes takes the position of tasting Himself. Lord Caitanya is Krsna Himself, but He 
appears as a devotee to taste the sweetness of the transcendental mellow in Himself 
which is tasted by Srimatl Radharani, the greatest of all devotees. 

SB 3.33.5 

TEXTS 

^ JRRFI Wit 

II 'i. II 

tvarh deha-tantrah prasamdya pdpmandrh 
nidesa-bhdjdrh ca vibho vibhutaye 
yathdvatdrds tava sukarddayas 
tathdyam apy dtma-pathopalabdhaye 

SYNONYMS 

tvam —You; deha —this body; tantrah —have assumed; prasamdya —for the diminution; 
pdpmandm —of sinful activities; nidesa-bhdjdm —of instructions in devotion; ca —and; 
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vibho —O my Lord; vibhutaye —for the expansion; yathd —as; avatdrdh —incarnations; 
tava —Your; sukara-ddayah —the boar and other forms; tathd —so; ayam —this 
incarnation of Kapila; api —surely; dtma-patha —the path of self-realization; 
upalabdhaye —in order to reveal. 


TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, You have assumed this body in order to diminish the sinful activities of 
the fallen and to enrich their knowledge in devotion and liberation. Since these sinful 
people are dependent on Your direction, by Your own will You assume incarnations as a 
boar and as other forms. Similarly, You have appeared in order to distribute 
transcendental knowledge to Your dependents. 

PURPORT 

In the previous verses, the general transcendental qualifications of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead were described. Now the specific purpose of the Lord's 
appearance is also described. By His different energies He bestows different kinds of 
bodies upon the living entities, who are conditioned by their propensity to lord it over 
material nature, but in course of time these living entities become so degraded that they 
need enlightenment. It is stated in Bhagavad-gltd that whenever there are discrepancies 
in the discharge of the real purpose of this material existence, the Lord appears as an 
incarnation. The Lord's form as Kapila directs the fallen souls and enriches them with 
knowledge and devotion so that they may go back to Godhead. There are many 
incarnations of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, like those of the boar, the fish, the 
tortoise and the half-man half-lion. Lord Kapiladeva is also one of the incarnations of 
Godhead. It is accepted herein that Lord Kapiladeva appeared on the surface of the 
earth to give transcendental knowledge to the misguided conditioned souls. 

SB 3.33.6 

TEXT 6 

II ^ II 
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yan-ndmadheya-sravandnuklrtanad 
yat-prahvandd yat-smarandd api kvacit 
svddo 'pi sadyah savandya kalpate 
kutah punas te bhagavan nu darsandt 

SYNONYMS 

yat —of whom (the Supreme Personality of Godhead); ndmadheya —the name; 
sravana —hearing; anuklrtandt —by chanting; yat —to whom; prahvandt —by offering 
obeisances; yat —whom; smarandt —by remembering; api —even; kvacit —at any time; 
sva-adah —a dog-eater; api —even; sadyah —immediately; savandya —for performing 
Vedic sacrifices; kalpate —becomes eligible; kutah —what to speak of; punah —again; te — 
You; bhagavan —O Supreme Personality of Godhead; nu—then; darsandt —by seeing 
face to face. 


TRANSLATION 

To say nothing of the spiritual advancement of persons who see the Supreme Person face 
to face, even a person born in a family of dog-eaters immediately becomes eligible to 
perform Vedic sacrifices if he once utters the holy name of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead or chants about Him, hears about His pastimes, offers Him obeisances or even 
remembers Him. 


PURPORT 

Herein the spiritual potency of chanting, hearing or remembering the holy name of the 
Supreme Lord is greatly stressed. Rupa Gosvami has discussed the sequence of sinful 
activities of the conditioned soul, and he has established, in Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu, 
that those who engage in devotional service become freed from the reactions of all sinful 
activities. This is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd. The Lord says that He takes charge of 
one who surrenders unto Him, and He makes him immune to all reactions to sinful 
activities. If by chanting the holy name of the Supreme Personality of Godhead one 
becomes so swiftly cleared of all reactions to sinful activities, then what is to be said of 
those persons who see Him face to face? 

Another consideration here is that persons who are purified by the process of chanting 
and hearing become immediately eligible to perform Vedic sacrifices. Generally, only a 
person who is born in a family of brdhmanas, who has been reformed by the ten kinds of 
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purificatory processes and who is learned in Vedic literature is allowed to perform the 

A 

Vedic sacrifices. But here the word sadyah, "immediately," is used, and Sridhara Svami 
also remarks that one can immediately become eligible to perform Vedic sacrifices. A 
person born in a family of the low caste which is accustomed to eat dogs is so positioned 
due to his past sinful activities, but by chanting or hearing once in pureness, or in an 
offenseless manner, he is immediately relieved of the sinful reaction. Not only is he 
relieved of the sinful reaction, but he immediately achieves the result of all purificatory 
processes. Taking birth in the family of a brdhmana is certainly due to pious activities in 
one's past life. But still a child who is born in a family of a brdhmana depends for his 
further reformation upon initiation into acceptance of a sacred thread and many other 
reformatory processes. But a person who chants the holy name of the Lord, even if born 
in a family of canddlas, dog-eaters, does not need reformation. Simply by chanting Hare 
Krsna, he immediately becomes purified and becomes as good as the most learned 
brdhmana. 

Sridhara Svami especially remarks in this connection, anena pujyatvarh laksyate. Some 
caste brdhmanas remark that by chanting Hare Krsna, purification begins. Of course, 
that depends on the individual process of chanting, but this remark of Sridhara Svami's 
is completely applicable if one chants the holy name of the Lord without offense, for he 
immediately becomes more than a brdhmana. As Sridhara Svami says, pujyatvam: he 
immediately becomes as respectable as a most learned brdhmana and can be allowed to 
perform Vedic sacrifices. If simply by chanting the holy name of the Lord one becomes 
sanctified instantly, then what can be said of those persons who see the Supreme Lord 
face to face and who understand the descent of the Lord, as Devahuti understands 
Kapiladeva. 

Usually, initiation depends on the bona fide spiritual master, who directs the disciple. If 
he sees that a disciple has become competent and purified by the process of chanting, he 
offers the sacred thread to the disciple just so that he will be recognized as one-hundred- 
percent equal with a brdhmana. This is also confirmed in the Hari-bhakti-vildsa by Sri 
Sanatana Gosvami: "As a base metal like bell metal can be changed into gold by a 
chemical process, any person can similarly be changed into a brdhmana by diksd-vidhdna, 
the initiation process". 

It is sometimes remarked that by the chanting process one begins to purify himself and 
can take birth in his next life in a brdhmana family and then be reformed. But at this 
present moment, even those who are born in the best brdhmana families are not 
reformed, nor is there any certainty that they are actually born of brdhmana fathers. 
Formerly the garbhddhdna reformatory system was prevalent, but at the present moment 
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there is no such garbhddhdna, or seed-giving ceremony. Under these circumstances, no 
one knows if a man is factually born of a brdhmana father. Whether one has acquired 
the qualification of a brdhmana depends on the judgment of the bona fide spiritual 
master. He bestows upon the disciple the position of a brdhmana by his own judgment. 
When one is accepted as a brdhmana in the sacred thread ceremony under the 
pdficardtrika system, then he is dvija, twice-born. That is confirmed by Sanatana 
Gosvami: dvijatvam jdyate. By the process of initiation by the spiritual master, a person is 
accepted as a brdhmana in his purified state of chanting the holy name of the Lord. He 
then makes further progress to become a qualified Vaisnava, which means that the 
brahminical qualification is already acquired. 

SB 3.33.7 

TEXT? 

NJ ^ 'O 'O 

^ III's II 

aho bata sva-paco 'to gariydn 
yaj-jihvdgre vartate ndma tubhyam 
tepus tapas te juhuvuh sasnur dryd 
brahmdnucur ndma grnanti ye te 

SYNONYMS 

aho bata —oh, how glorious; sva-pacah —a dog-eater; atah —hence; gariydn — 
worshipable; yat —of whom; jihvd-agre —on the tip of the tongue; vartate —is; ndma — 
the holy name; tubhyam —unto You; tepuh tapah —practiced austerities; te —they; 
juhuvuh —executed fire sacrifices; sasnuh —took bath in the sacred rivers; drydh — 
Aryans; brahma anucuh —studied the Vedas; ndma —the holy name; grnanti —accept; 
ye —they who; te —Your. 


TRANSLATION 

Oh, how glorious are they whose tongues are chanting Your holy name! Even if born in 
the families of dog-eaters, such persons are worshipable. Persons who chant the holy 
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name of Your Lordship must have executed all kinds of austerities and fire sacrifices and 
achieved all the good manners of the Aryans. To he chanting the holy name of Your 
Lordship, they must have hathed at holy places of pilgrimage, studied the Vedas and 
fulfilled everything required. 


PURPORT 

As it is stated in the previous verse, a person who has once offenselessly chanted the 
holy name of God becomes immediately eligible to perform Vedic sacrifices. One should 
not be astonished by this statement of Srlmad-Bhagavatam. One should not disbelieve or 
think, "How by chanting the holy name of the Lord can one become a holy man to be 
compared to the most elevated brdhmanaV' To eradicate such doubts in the minds of 
unbelievers, this verse affirms that the stage of chanting of the holy name of the Lord is 
not sudden, but that the chanters have already performed all kinds of Vedic rituals and 
sacrifices. It is not very astounding, for no one in this life can chant the holy name of 
the Lord unless he has passed all lower stages, such as performing the Vedic ritualistic 
sacrifices, studying the Vedas and practicing good behavior like that of the Aryans. All 
this must first have been done. Just as a student in a law class is to be understood to have 
already graduated from general education, anyone who is engaged in the chanting of the 
holy name of the Lord—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, 
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—must have already passed all lower stages. It is 
said that those who simply chant the holy name with the tip of the tongue are glorious. 
One does not even have to chant the holy name and understand the whole procedure, 
namely the offensive stage, offenseless stage and pure stage; if the holy name is sounded 
on the tip of the tongue, that is also sufficient. It is said herein that ndma, a singular 
number, one name, Krsna or Rama, is sufficient. It is not that one has to chant all the 
holy names of the Lord. The holy names of the Lord are innumerable, and one does not 
have to chant all the names to prove that he has already undergone all the processes of 
Vedic ritualistic ceremonies. If one chants once only, it is to be understood that he has 
already passed all the examinations, not to speak of those who are chanting always, 
twenty-four hours a day. It is specifically said here, tubhyam: "unto You only." One must 
chant God's name, not, as the Mayavadi philosophers say, any name, such as a demigod's 
name or the names of God's energies. Only the holy name of the Supreme Lord will be 
effective. Anyone who compares the holy name of the Supreme Lord to the names of 
the demigods is called pdsandi, or an offender. 

The holy name has to be chanted to please the Supreme Lord, and not for any sense 
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gratification or professional purpose. If this pure mentality is there, then even though a 
person is born of a low family, such as a dog-eater's, he is so glorious that not only has he 
purified himself, but he is quite competent to deliver others. He is competent to speak 
on the importance of the transcendental name, just as Thakura Haridasa did. He was 
apparently born in a family of Muhammadans, but because he was chanting the holy 
name of the Supreme Lord offenselessly. Lord Caitanya empowered him to become the 
authority, or dcdrya, of spreading the name. It did not matter that he was born in a 
family which was not following the Vedic rules and regulations. Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
and Advaita Prabhu accepted him as an authority because he was offenselessly chanting 
the name of the Lord. Authorities like Advaita Prabhu and Lord Caitanya immediately 
accepted that he had already performed all kinds of austerities, studied the Vedas and 
performed all sacrifices. That is automatically understood. There is a hereditary class of 
hrdhmanas called the smdrta-brdhmanas, however, who are of the opinion that even if 
such persons who are chanting the holy name of the Lord are accepted as purified, they 
still have to perform the Vedic rites or await their next birth in a family of hrdhmanas so 
that they can perform the Vedic rituals. But actually that is not the case. Such a man 
does not need to wait for the next birth to become purified. He is at once purified. It is 
understood that he has already performed all sorts of rites. It is the so-called hrdhmanas 
who actually have to undergo different kinds of austerities before reaching that point of 
purification. There are many other Vedic performances which are not described here. 
All such Vedic rituals have been already performed by the chanters of the holy name. 
The word juhuvuh means that the chanters of the holy name have already performed all 
kinds of sacrifices. Sasnuh means that they have already traveled to all the holy places of 
pilgrimage and taken part in purificatory activities at those places. They are called drydh 
because they have already finished all these requirements, and therefore they must be 
among the Aryans or those who have qualified themselves to become Aryans. "Aryan" 
refers to those who are civilized, whose manners are regulated according to the Vedic 
rituals. Any devotee who is chanting the holy name of the Lord is the best kind of 
Aryan. Unless one studies the Vedas, one cannot become an Aryan, but it is 
automatically understood that the chanters have already studied all the Vedic literature. 
The specific word used here is anucuh, which means that because they have already 
completed all those recommended acts, they have become qualified to be spiritual 
masters. 

The very word grnanti, which is used in this verse, means to be already established in the 
perfectional stage of ritualistic performances. If one is seated on the bench of a high- 
court and is giving judgment on cases, it means that he has already passed all legal exams 
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and is better than those who are engaged in the study of law or those expecting to study 
law in the future. In a similar way, persons who are chanting the holy name are 
transcendental to those who are factually performing the Vedic rituals and those who 
expect to be qualified (or, in other words, those who are born in families of brdhmanas 
but have not yet undergone the reformatory processes and who therefore expect to study 
the Vedic rituals and perform the sacrifices in the future). 

There are many Vedic statements in different places saying that anyone who chants the 
holy name of the Lord becomes immediately freed from conditional life and that anyone 
who hears the holy name of the Lord, even though born of a family of dog-eaters, also 
becomes liberated from the clutches of material entanglement. 

SB 3.33.8 

TEXTS 

II ^ II 

tarn tvdm aharh brahma pararh pumdrhsarh 
pratyak-srotasy dtmani sarhvibhdvyam 
sva-tejasd dhvasta-guna-pravdharfi 
vande visnurh kapilarh veda-garbham 

SYNONYMS 

tarn —unto Him; tvdm —You; aham —I; brahma —Brahman; param —supreme; 
pumdrhsam —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; pratyak-srotasi —turned inwards; 
dtmani —in the mind; sarhvibhdvyam —meditated upon, perceived; sva-tejasd —by Your 
own potency; dhvasta —vanished; guna-pravdham —the influence of the modes of 
material nature; vande —I offer obeisances; visnum —unto Lord Visnu; kapilam —named 
Kapila; veda-garbham —the repository of the Vedas. 

TRANSLATION 

I believe, my Lord, that You are Lord Visnu Himself under the name of Kapila, and You 
are the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the Supreme Brahman! The saints and sages. 
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being freed from all the disturbances of the senses and mind, meditate upon You, for by 
Your mercy only can one become free from the clutches of the three modes of material 
nature. At the time of dissolution, all the Vedas are sustained in You only. 


PURPORT 


Devahuti, the mother of Kapila, instead of prolonging her prayers, summarized that Lord 
Kapila was none other than Visnu and that since she was a woman it was not possible 
for her to worship Him properly simply by prayer. It was her intention that the Lord be 
satisfied. The word pratyak is significant. In yogic practice, the eight divisions are yama, 
niyama, dsana, prdndydma, pratydhdra, dhdrand, dhydna and samddhi. Pratydhdra means 
to wind up the activities of the senses. The level of realization of the Supreme Lord 
evidenced by Devahuti is possible when one is able to withdraw the senses from material 
activities. When one is engaged in devotional service, there is no scope for his senses to 
be engaged otherwise. In such full Krsna consciousness, one can understand the 
Supreme Lord as He is. 


SB 3.33.9 

TEXT 9 


II II 


maitreya uvdca 
idito bhagavdn evarh 
kapildkhyah parah pumdn 
vdcdviklavayety dha 
mdtararh mdtr-vatsalah 

SYNONYMS 

maitreyah uvdca —Maitreya said; iditah —praised; bhagavdn —the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead; evam —thus; kapila-dkhyah —named Kapila; parah —supreme; pumdn — 
person; vdcd —with words; aviklavayd —grave; iti —thus; dha —replied; mdtaram —to His 
mother; mdtr-vatsalah —very affectionate to His mother. 
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TRANSLATION 


Thus the Supreme Personality of Godhead Kapila, satisfied by the words of His mother, 
towards whom He was very affectionate, replied with gravity. 

PURPORT 

Since the Lord is all-perfect, His exhibition of affection for His mother was also 
complete. After hearing the words of His mother, He most respectfully, with due gravity 
and good manners, replied. 

SB 3.33.10 

TEXT 10 

n ?o n 

kapila uvdca 
mdrgendnena mdtas te 
susevyenoditena me 
dsthitena pardrh kdsthdm 
acirdd avarotsyasi 

SYNONYMS 

kapilah uvdca —Lord Kapila said; mdrgena —by the path; anena —this; mdtah —My dear 
mother; te —for you; su-sevyena —very easy to execute; uditena —instructed; me —by Me; 
dsthitena —being performed; pardm —supreme; kdsthdm —goal; acirdt —very soon; 
avarotsyasi —you will attain. 


TRANSLATION 

The Personality of Godhead said: My dear mother, the path of self-realization which I 
have already instructed to you is very easy. You can execute this system without 
difficulty, and by following it you shall very soon be liberated, even within your present 
body. 
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PURPORT 


Devotional service is so perfect that simply by following the rules and regulations and 
executing them under the direction of the spiritual master, one is liberated, as it is said 
herein, from the clutches of mdyd, even in this body. In other yogic processes, or in 
empiric philosophical speculation, one is never certain whether or not he is at the 
perfectional stage. But in the discharge of devotional service, if one has unflinching 
faith in the instruction of the bona fide spiritual master and follows the rules and 

A 

regulations, he is sure to be liberated, even within this present body. Srila Rupa 
Gosvami, in the Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu, has also confirmed this. Ihd yasya harer ddsye: 
regardless of where he is situated, anyone whose only aim is to serve the Supreme Lord 
under the direction of the spiritual master is called jlvan-mukta, or one who is liberated 
even with his material body. Sometimes doubts arise in the minds of neophytes about 
whether or not the spiritual master is liberated, and sometimes neophytes are doubtful 
about the bodily affairs of the spiritual master. The point of liberation, however, is not 
to see the bodily symptoms of the spiritual master. One has to see the spiritual symptoms 
of the spiritual master. Jlvan-mukta means that even though one is in the material body 
(there are still some material necessities, since the body is material), because one is fully 
situated in the service of the Lord, he should be understood to be liberated. 

Liberation entails being situated in one's own position. That is the definition in the 
Srimad-Bhdgavatam: muktir... svarupena vyavasthitih ISB 2.10.6]. The svarupa, or actual 
identity of the living entity, is described by Lord Caitanya. Jivera 'svarupa' haya-krsnera 
'nitya-ddsa': ICc. Madhya 20.108] the real identity of the living entity is that he is 
eternally a servitor of the Supreme Lord. If someone is one-hundred-percent engaged in 
the service of the Lord, he is to be understood as liberated. One must understand 
whether or not he is liberated by his activities in devotional service, not by other 
symptoms. 

SB 3.33.11 

TEXT 11 

^ WR « II ?? II 

sraddhatsvaitan matarh mahyam 
justam yad brahma-vddibhih 
yena mdm abhayarh ydyd 
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mrtyum rcchanty atad-vidah 


SYNONYMS 

sraddhatsva —you may rest assured; etat —about this; matam —instruction; mahyam — 
My; justam —followed; yat —which; brahma-vadibhih —by transcendentalists; yena —by 
which; mam—unto Me; abhayam —without fear; ydydh —you shall reach; mrtyum — 
death; rcchanti —attain; a-tat-vidah —persons who are not conversant with this. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear mother, those who are actually transcendentalists certainly follow My 
instructions, as I have given them to you. You may rest assured that if you traverse this 
path of self-realization perfectly, surely you shall be freed from fearful material 
contamination and shall ultimately reach Me. Mother, persons who are not conversant 
with this method of devotional service certainly cannot get out of the cycle of birth and 
death. 


PURPORT 

Material existence is full of anxiety, and therefore it is fearful. One who gets out of this 
material existence automatically becomes free from all anxieties and fear. One who 
follows the path of devotional service enunciated by Lord Kapila is very easily liberated. 

SB 3.33.12 

TEXT 12 

mrarttRfi ’ifrFt i 

^ ii n 

maitreya uvdca 
iti pradarsya bhagavdn 
satirh tdm dtmano gatim 
sva-mdtrd brahma-vddinyd 
kapilo 'numato yayau 
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SYNONYMS 


maitreyah uvdca —Maitreya said; iti —thus; pradarsya —after instructing; bhagavdn —the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; satim —venerable; tdm —that; dtmanah —of self- 
realization; gatim —path; sva-mdtrd —from His mother; brahma-vddinyd —self-realized; 
kapilah —Lord Kapila; anumatah —took permission; yayau —left. 

TRANSLATION 

Sri Maitreya said: The Supreme Personality of Godhead Kapila, after instructing His 
beloved mother, took permission from her and left His home. His mission having been 
fulfilled. 


PURPORT 

The mission of the appearance of the Supreme Personality of Godhead in the form of 
Kapila was to distribute the transcendental knowledge of Sankhya philosophy, which is 
full of devotional service. Having imparted that knowledge to His mother—and, 
through His mother, to the world—Kapiladeva had no more need to stay at home, so He 
took permission from His mother and left. Apparently He left home for spiritual 
realization, although He had nothing to realize spiritually because He Himself is the 
person to be spiritually realized. Therefore this is an example set by the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead while acting like an ordinary human being so that others might 
learn from Him. He could, of course, have stayed with His mother, but He indicated that 
there was no need to stay with the family. It is best to remain alone as a brahmacdrl, 
sannydsl or vdnaprastha and cultivate Krsna consciousness throughout one's whole life. 
Those who are unable to remain alone are given license to live in household life with 
wife and children, not for sense gratification but for cultivation of Krsna consciousness. 

SB 3.33.13 

TEXT 13 

tIT I 

Sirflt WWrUh WHiBdl II n II 

sd cdpi tanayoktena 
yogddesena yoga-yuk 
tasminn dsrama dpide 
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sarasvatyah samahita 


SYNONYMS 

sd —she; ca —and; api —also; tanaya —by her son; uktena —spoken; yoga-ddesena —by 
the instruction on yoga; yoga-yuk —engaged in bhakti-yoga; tasmin —in that; dsrame — 
hermitage; dplde —the flower crown; sarasvatydh —of the Sarasvati; samdhitd —fixed in 
samddhi. 


TRANSLATION 

As instructed by her son, Devahuti also began to practice bhakti-yoga in that very 
asrama. She practiced samadhi in the house of Kardama Muni, which was so beautifully 
decorated with flowers that it was considered the flower crown of the River Sarasvati. 

PURPORT 

Devahuti did not leave her house, because it is never recommended for a woman to 
leave her home. She is dependent. The very example of Devahuti was that when she was 
not married, she was under the care of her father, Svayambhuva Manu, and then 
Svayambhuva Manu gave her to Kardama Muni in charity. She was under the care of 
her husband in her youth, and then her son, Kapila Muni, was born. As soon as her son 
grew up, her husband left home, and similarly the son, after discharging His duty 
towards His mother, also left. She could also have left home, but she did not. Rather, she 
remained at home and began to practice bhakti-yoga as it was instructed by her great 
son, Kapila Muni, and because of her practice of bhakti-yoga, the entire home became 
just like a flower crown on the River Sarasvati. 

SB 3.33.14 

TEXT 14 

SIFIR II II 

abhlksndvagdha-kapisdn 
jatildn kutildlakdn 
dtmdnarh cogra-tapasd 
bibhratl clrinarh krsam 
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SYNONYMS 


abhlksna —again and again; avagdha —by bathing; kapisdn —gray; jatildn —matted; 
kutila —curled; alakdn —hair; dtmdnam —her body; ca—and; ugra-tapasd —by severe 
austerities; bibhratl —became; clrinam —clothed in rags; krsam —thin. 

TRANSLATION 

She began to bathe three times daily, and thus her curling black hair gradually became 
gray. Due to austerity, her body gradually became thin, and she wore old garments. 

PURPORT 

It is the practice of the yogi, brahmacdri, vdnaprastha and sannydsi to bathe at least three 
times daily—early in the morning, during noontime and in the evening. These 
principles are strictly followed even by some grhasthas, especially brdhmanas, who are 
elevated in spiritual consciousness. Devahuti was a king's daughter and almost a king's 
wife also. Although Kardama Muni was not a king, by his yogic mystic power he 
accommodated Devahuti very comfortably in a nice palace with maidservants and all 
opulence. But since she had learned austerity even in the presence of her husband, there 
was no difficulty for her to be austere. Still, because her body underwent severe austerity 
after the departure of her husband and son, she became thin. To be too fat is not very 
good for spiritually advanced life. Rather, one should reduce because if one becomes fat 
it is an impediment to progress in spiritual understanding. One should be careful not to 
eat too much, sleep too much or remain in a comfortable position. Voluntarily accepting 
some penances and difficulties, one should take less food and less sleep. These are the 
procedures for practicing any kind of yoga, whether bhakti-yoga, jndna-yoga or hatha- 
yoga. 

SB 3.33.15 

TEXT 15 

ii n ii 

prajdpateh kardamasya 
tapo-yoga-vijrmbhitam 
sva-gdrhasthyam anaupamyarh 
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prarthyarh vaimanikair api 


SYNONYMS 

prajd-pateh —of the progenitor of mankind; kardamasya —Kardama Muni; tapah —by 
austerity; yoga —by yoga; vijrmbhitam —developed; sva-gdrhasthyam —his home and 
household paraphernalia; anaupamyam —unequaled; prdrthyam —enviable; 
vaimdnikaih —by the denizens of heaven; api —even. 

TRANSLATION 

The home and household paraphernalia of Kardama, who was one of the Prajapatis, was 
developed in such a way, by dint of his mystic powers of austerity and yoga, that his 
opulence was sometimes envied by those who travel in outer space in airplanes. 

PURPORT 

The statement in this verse that Kardama Muni's household affairs were envied even by 
persons who travel in outer space refers to the denizens of heaven. Their airships are not 
like those we have invented in the modern age, which fly only from one country to 
another; their airplanes were capable of going from one planet to another. There are 
many such statements in the Srlmad-Bhagavatam from which we can understand that 
there were facilities to travel from one planet to another, especially in the higher 
planetary system, and who can say that they are not still traveling? The speed of our 
airplanes and space vehicles is very limited, but, as we have already studied, Kardama 
Muni traveled in outer space in an airplane which was like a city, and he journeyed to 
see all the different heavenly planets. That was not an ordinary airplane, nor was it 
ordinary space travel. Because Kardama Muni was such a powerful mystic yogi, his 
opulence was envied by the denizens of heaven. 

SB 3.33.16 

TEXT 16 

3TORf=r R R II II 

payah-phena-nibhdh sayyd 
danta rukma-paricchadah 
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asanani ca haimani 
susparsdstarandni ca 


SYNONYMS 

payah —of milk; phena —the foam; nibhdh —resembling; sayydh —beds; ddntdh —made of 
ivory; rukma —golden; paricchaddh —with covers; dsandni —chairs and benches; ca — 
and; haimdni —made of gold; su-sparsa —soft to the touch; dstarandni —cushions; ca — 
and. 


TRANSLATION 

The opulence of the household of Kardama Muni is described herein. The bedsheets and 
mattresses were all as white as the foam of milk, the chairs and benches were made of 
ivory and were covered by cloths of lace with golden filigree, and the couches were made 
of gold and had very soft pillows. 

SB 3.33.17 

TEXT 17 

II II 

svaccha-sphatika-kudyesu 
mahd-mdrakatesu ca 
ratna-pradlpd dbhdnti 
laland ratna-sarhyutdh 

SYNONYMS 

svaccha —pure; sphatika —marble; kudyesu —on the walls; mahd-mdrakatesu —decorated 
with valuable emeralds; ca —and; ratna-pradlpdh —jewel lamps; dbhdnti —shine; 
lalandh —women; ratna —with jewelry; sarhyutdh —decorated. 

TRANSLATION 

The walls of the house were made of first-class marble, decorated with valuable jewels. 
There was no need of light, for the household was illuminated by the rays of these jewels. 
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The female members of the household were all amply decorated with jewelry. 


PURPORT 

It is understood from this statement that the opulences of household life were exhibited 
in valuable jewels, ivory, first-class marble, and furniture made of gold and jewels. The 
clothes are also mentioned as being decorated with golden filigree. Everything actually 
had some value. It was not like the furniture of the present day, which is cast in 
valueless plastic or base metal. The way of Vedic civilization is that whatever was used in 
household affairs had to be valuable. In case of need, such items of value could be 
exchanged immediately. Thus one's broken and unwanted furniture and paraphernalia 
would never be without value. This system is still followed by Indians in household 
affairs. They keep metal utensils and golden ornaments or silver plates and valuable silk 
garments with gold embroidery, and in case of need, they can have some money in 
exchange immediately. There are exchanges for the moneylenders and the householders. 

SB 3.33.18 

TEXT 18 

II ?*= II 

grhodydnarh kusumitai 
ramyarh bahv-amara-drumaih 
kujad-vihanga-mithunam 
gdyan-matta-madhuvratam 

SYNONYMS 

grha-udydnam —the household garden; kusumitaih —with flowers and fruits; ramyam — 
beautiful; bahu-amara-drumaih —with many celestial trees; kujat —singing; vihanga —of 
birds; mithunam —with pairs; gdyat —humming; matta —intoxicated; madhu-vratam — 
with bees. 


TRANSLATION 

The compound of the main household was surrounded by beautiful gardens, with sweet, 
fragrant flowers and many trees which produced fresh fruit and were tall and beautiful. 
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The attraction of such gardens was that singing birds would sit on the trees, and their 
chanting voices, as well as the humming sound of the hees, made the whole atmosphere as 
pleasing as possible. 

SB 3.33.19 

TEXT 19 

II n II 

yatra pravistam dtmdnarh 
vibudhdnucard jaguh 
vdpydm utpala-gandhinydrh 
kardamenopaldlitam 

SYNONYMS 

yatra —where; pravistam —entered; dtmdnam —unto her; vibudha-anucardh —the 
associates of the denizens of heaven; jaguh —sang; vdpydm —in the pond; utpala —of 
lotuses; gandhinydm —with the fragrance; kardamena —by Kardama; upaldlitam — 
treated with great care. 


TRANSLATION 

When Devahuti would enter that lovely garden to take her bath in the pond filled with 
lotus flowers, the associates of the denizens of heaven, the Gandharvas, would sing about 
Kardama's glorious household life. Her great husband, Kardama, gave her all protection at 
all times. 


PURPORT 

The ideal husband-and-wife relationship is very nicely described in this statement. 
Kardama Muni gave Devahuti all sorts of comforts in his duty as a husband, but he was 
not at all attached to his wife. As soon as his son, Kapiladeva, was grown up, Kardama at 
once left all family connection. Similarly, Devahuti was the daughter of a great king, 
Svayambhuva Manu, and was qualified and beautiful, but she was completely dependent 
on the protection of her husband. According to Manu, women, the fair sex, should not 
have independence at any stage of life. In childhood a woman must be under the 
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protection of the parents, in youth she must be under the protection of the husband, 
and in old age she must be under the protection of the grown children. Devahuti 
demonstrated all these statements of the Manu-samhitd in her life: as a child she was 
dependent on her father, later she was dependent on her husband, in spite of her 
opulence, and she was later on dependent on her son, Kapiladeva. 

SB 3.33.20 

TEXT 20 

feftWR ^ II II 

hitvd tad Ipsitatamam 
apy dkhandala-yositdm 
kificic cakdra vadanarh 
putra-vislesandturd 

SYNONYMS 

hitvd —having given up; tat —that household; Ipsita-tamam —most desirable; api —even; 
dkhandala-yositdm —by the wives of Lord Indra; kincit cakdra vadanam —she wore a 
sorry look on her face; putra-vislesana —by separation from her son; dturd —afflicted. 

TRANSLATION 

Although her position was unique from all points of view, saintly Devahuti, in spite of all 
her possessions, which were envied even by the ladies of the heavenly planets, gave up all 
such comforts. She was only sorry that her great son was separated from her. 

PURPORT 

Devahuti was not at all sorry at giving up her material comforts, but she was very much 
aggrieved at the separation of her son. It may be questioned here that if Devahuti was 
not at all sorry to give up the material comforts of life, then why was she sorry about 
losing her son? Why was she so attached to her son? The answer is explained in the next 
verse. He was not an ordinary son. Her son was the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
One can give up material attachment, therefore, only when one has attachment for the 
Supreme Person. This is explained in Bhagavad-gltd. Par am drstvd nivartate [Bg. 9.59]. 
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Only when one actually has some taste for spiritual existence can he be reluctant to 
follow the materialistic way of life. 

SB 3.33.21 

TEXT 21 

^ II ?? II 

vanarh pravrajite patydv 
apatya-virahdturd 
jfidta-tattvdpy abhun naste 
vatse gaur iva vatsald 

SYNONYMS 

vanam —to the forest; pravrajite patyau —when her husband left home; apatya-viraha — 
by separation from ber son; dturd —very sorry; jndta-tattvd —knowing the truth; api — 
although; abhiit —she became; naste vatse —wben ber calf is lost; gauh —a cow; iva —like; 
vatsald —affectionate. 


TRANSLATION 

Devahuti's husband had already left home and accepted the renounced order of life, and 
then her only son, Kapila, left home. Although she knew all the truths of life and death, 
and although her heart was cleansed of all dirt, she was very aggrieved at the loss of her 
son, just as a cow is affected when her calf dies. 

PURPORT 

A woman whose husband is away from home or has taken the renounced order of life 
should not be very sorry, because sbe still has the presence of her husband's 
representative, her son. It is said in the Vedic scriptures, dtmaiva putro jdyate: the 
husband's body is represented by the son. Strictly speaking, a woman is never widowed if 
she has a grown son. Devahuti was not very much affected while Kapila Muni was there, 
but upon His departure she was very afflicted. She grieved not because of her worldly 
relationship with Kardama Muni but because of ber sincere love for the Personality of 
Godhead. 


810 

copyright ©1998 Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, all rights reserved - www.krishna.com 
Distributed by www.e-vedas.com with permission of the publishers 









The example given here is that Devahuti became just like a cow who has lost her calf. A 
cow bereft of her calf cries day and night. Similarly, Devahuti was aggrieved, and she 
always cried and requested her friends and relatives, "Please bring my son home so that I 
may live. Otherwise, I shall die." This intense affection for the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, although manifested as affection for one's son, is spiritually beneficial. 
Attachment for a material son obliges one to remain in material existence, but the same 
attachment, when transferred to the Supreme Lord, brings one elevation to the spiritual 
world in the association of the Lord. 

Every woman can qualify herself as much as Devahuti and then can also have the 
Supreme Godhead as her son. If the Supreme Personality of Godhead can appear as the 
son of Devahuti, He can also appear as the son of any other woman, provided that 
woman is qualified. If one gets the Supreme Lord as a son, one can have the benefit of 
bringing up a nice son in this world and at the same time get promotion to the spiritual 
world to become the face-to-face associate of the Personality of Godhead. 

SB 3.33.22 

TEXT 22 

^ II ?? II 

tarn eva dhydyatl devam 
apatyarh kapilarh harim 
babhuvdcirato vatsa 
nihsprhd tddrse grhe 

SYNONYMS 

tam —upon Him; eva —certainly; dhydyatl —meditating; devam —divine; apatyam —son; 
kapilam —Lord Kapila; harim —the Supreme Personality of Godhead; babhuva —became; 
aciratah —very soon; vatsa —O dear Vidura; nihsprhd —unattached; tddrse grhe —to such 
a home. 


TRANSLATION 

O Vidura, thus always meditating upon her son, the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
Kapiladeva, she very soon became unattached to her nicely decorated home. 
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PURPORT 


Here is a practical example of how one can elevate oneself in spiritual advancement by 
Krsna consciousness. Kapiladeva is Krsna, and He appeared as the son of Devahuti. 

After Kapiladeva left home, Devahuti was absorbed in thought of Him, and thus she was 
always Krsna conscious. Her constant situation in Krsna consciousness enabled her to be 
detached from hearth and home. 

Unless we are able to transfer our attachment to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
there is no possibility of becoming freed from material attachment. The Srlmad- 
Bhdgavatam, therefore, confirms that it is not possible for one to become liberated by 
cultivation of empiric philosophical speculation. Simply knowing that one is not matter 
but spirit soul, or Brahman, does not purify one's intelligence. Even if the impersonalist 
reaches the highest platform of spiritual realization, he falls down again to material 
attachment because of not being situated in the transcendental loving service of the 
Supreme Lord. 

The devotees adopt the devotional process, hearing about the Supreme Lord's pastimes 
and glorifying His activities and thereby always remembering His beautiful eternal form. 
By rendering service, becoming His friend or His servant and offering Him everything 
that one possesses, one is able to enter into the kingdom of God. As it is said in 
Bhagavad-gita, tato math tattvato jfidtvd: after discharging pure devotional service, one 
can understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead in fact, and thus one becomes 
eligible to enter into His association in one of the spiritual planets. 

SB 3.33.23 

TEXT 23 

II ?? II 

dhydyatl bhagavad-ruparh 
yad dha dhydna-gocamm 
sutah prasanna-vadanarh 
samasta-vyasta-cintayd 

SYNONYMS 

dhydyatl —meditating; bhagavat-rupam —upon the form of the Supreme Personality of 
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Godhead; yat —which; aha —He instructed; dhyana-gocaram —the object of meditation; 
sutah —her son; prasanna-vadanam —with a smiling face; samasta —on the whole; 
vyasta —on the parts; cintayd —with her mind. 

TRANSLATION 

Thereafter, having heard with great eagerness and in all detail from her son, Kapiladeva, 
the eternally smiling Personality of Godhead, Devahuti began to meditate constantly upon 
the Visnu form of the Supreme Lord. 

SB 3.33.24, SB 3.33.25, SB 3.33.24-25 

TEXTS 24-25 

Wl^tirill (4i1‘idHI'i|Hj«ll4^l^«l‘i II II 

bhakti-pravdha-yogena 
vairdgyena baliyasd 
yuktdnusthdna-jdtena 
jndnena brahma-hetund 

visuddhena taddtmdnam 
dtmand visvato-mukham 
svdnubhutyd tirobhuta- 
mdyd-guna-visesanam 

SYNONYMS 

bhakti-pravdha-yogena —by continuous engagement in devotional service; vairdgyena — 
by renunciation; baliyasd —very strong; yukta-anusthdna —by proper performance of 
duties; jdtena —produced; jndnena —by knowledge; brahma-hetund —due to realization of 
the Absolute Truth; visuddhena —by purification; tadd —then; dtmdnam —Supreme 
Personality of Godhead; dtmand —with the mind; visvatah-mukham —whose face is 
turned everywhere; sva-anubhutyd —by self-realization; tirah-bhuta —disappeared; mdyd- 
guna —of the modes of material nature; visesanam —distinctions. 
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TRANSLATION 


She did so with serious engagement in devotional service. Because she was strong in 
renunciation, she accepted only the necessities of the body. She became situated in 
knowledge due to realization of the Absolute Truth, her heart became purified, she 
became fully absorbed in meditation upon the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and all 
misgivings due to the modes of material nature disappeared. 


SB 3.33.26 

TEXT 26 




brahmany avasthita-matir 
bhagavaty dtma-sarhsraye 
nivrtta-jivdpattitvdt 
kslna-klesdpta-nirvrtih 

SYNONYMS 

brahmani —in Brahman; avasthita —situated; matih —her mind; bhagavati —in the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; dtma-sarhsraye —residing in all living entities; 
nivrtta —freed; jiva —of the jiva soul; dpattitvdt —from the unfortunate condition; 
ksiria —disappeared; klesa —material pangs; dpta —attained; nirvrtih —transcendental 
bliss. 


TRANSLATION 

Her mind became completely engaged in the Supreme Lord, and she automatically 
realized the knowledge of the impersonal Brahman. As a Brahman-realized soul, she was 
freed from the designations of the materialistic concept of life. Thus all material pangs 
disappeared, and she attained transcendental bliss. 

PURPORT 

The previous verse states that Devahuti was already conversant with the Absolute 
Truth. It may be questioned why she was meditating. The explanation is that when one 
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theoretically discusses the Absolute Truth, he becomes situated in the impersonal 
concept of the Absolute Truth. Similarly, when one seriously discusses the subject 
matter of the form, qualities, pastimes and entourage of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, he becomes situated in meditation on Him. If one has complete knowledge of 
the Supreme Lord, then knowledge of the impersonal Brahman is automatically realized. 
The Absolute Truth is realized by the knower according to three different angles of 
vision, namely impersonal Brahman, localized Supersoul and ultimately the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. If one is situated, therefore, in knowledge of the Supreme 
Person, this implies that one is already situated in the concept of the Supersoul and 
impersonal Brahman. 

In Bhagavad-gita it is said, brahma-bhutah prasanndtmd [Bg. 18.54]. This means that 
unless one is freed from the material entanglement and situated in Brahman, there is no 
question of entering into the understanding of devotional service or engaging in Krsna 
consciousness. One who is engaged in devotional service to Krsna is understood to be 
already realized in the Brahman concept of life because transcendental knowledge of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead includes knowledge of Brahman. This is confirmed in 
Bhagavad-gltd. Brahmano hi pratisthdham [Bg. 14.27]: the concept of the Personality of 
Godhead does not depend on Brahman. The Visnu Purdna also confirms that one who 
has taken shelter of the all-auspicious Supreme Lord is already situated in the 
understanding of Brahman. In other words, one who is a Vaisnava is already a 
brdhmana. 

Another significant point of this verse is that one has to observe the prescribed rules 
and regulations. As confirmed in Bhagavad-gltd, yuktdhdra-vihdrasya. When one engages 
in devotional service in Krsna consciousness, he still has to eat, sleep, defend and mate 
because these are necessities of the body. But he performs such activities in a regulated 
way. He has to eat krsna-prasdda. He has to sleep according to regulated principles. The 
principle is to reduce the duration of sleep and to reduce eating, taking only what is 
needed to keep the body fit. In short, the goal is spiritual advancement, not sense 
gratification. Similarly, sex life must be reduced. Sex life is meant only for begetting 
Krsna conscious children. Otherwise, there is no necessity for sex life. Nothing is 
prohibited, but everything is made yukta, regulated, with the higher purpose always in 
mind. By following all these rules and regulations of living, one becomes purified, and all 
misconceptions due to ignorance become nil. It is specifically mentioned here that the 
causes of material entanglement are completely vanquished. 

The Sanskrit statement anartha-nivrtti indicates that this body is unwanted. We are 
spirit soul, and there was never any need of this material body. But because we wanted 
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to enjoy the material body, we have this body, through the material energy, under the 
direction of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. As soon as we are reestablished in our 
original position of servitorship to the Supreme Lord, we begin to forget the necessities 
of the body, and at last we forget the body. 

Sometimes in a dream we get a particular type of body with which to work in the dream. 
I may dream that I am flying in the sky or that I have gone into the forest or some 
unknown place. But as soon as I am awake I forget all these bodies. Similarly, when one 
is Krsna conscious, fully devoted, he forgets all his changes of body. We are always 
changing bodies, beginning at birth from the womb of our mother. But when we are 
awakened to Krsna consciousness, we forget all these bodies. The bodily necessities 
become secondary, for the primary necessity is the engagement of the soul in real, 
spiritual life. The activities of devotional service in full Krsna consciousness are the 
cause of our being situated in transcendence. The words bhagavaty dtma-sarhsraye 
denote the Personality of Godhead as the Supreme Soul, or the soul of everyone. In 
Bhagavad-gita Krsna says, bljarh mdrh sarva-bhutdndm: IBg. 7.10] "I am the seed of all 
entities." By taking shelter of the Supreme Being by the process of devotional service, 
one becomes fully situated in the concept of the Personality of Godhead. As described 
by Kapila, mad-guna-sruti-mdtrena: one who is fully Krsna conscious, situated in the 
Personality of Godhead, is immediately saturated with love of God as soon as he hears 
about the transcendental qualities of the Lord. 

Devahuti was fully instructed by her son, Kapiladeva, on how to concentrate her mind 
on the Visnu form in full detail. Following the instructions of her son in the matter of 
devotional service, she contemplated the form of the Lord within herself with great 
devotional love. That is the perfection of Brahman realization or the mystic yoga system 
or devotional service. At the ultimate issue, when one is fully absorbed in thought of the 
Supreme Lord and meditates on Him constantly, that is the highest perfection. 
Bhagavad-gltd confirms that one who is always absorbed in such a way is to be 
considered the topmost yogi. 

The real purpose of all processes of transcendental realization— jfidna-yoga, dhydna-yoga 
or bhakti-yoga —is to arrive at the point of devotional service. If one endeavors simply to 
achieve knowledge of the Absolute Truth or the Supersoul but has no devotional 
service, he labors without gaining the real result. This is compared to beating the husks 
of wheat after the grains have already been removed. Unless one understands the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead to be the ultimate goal, it is valueless simply to 
speculate or perform mystic yoga practice. In the astdnga-yoga system, the seventh stage 
of perfection is dhydna. This dhydna is the third stage in devotional service. There are 
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nine stages of devotional service. The first is hearing, and then comes chanting and 
then contemplating. By executing devotional service, therefore, one automatically 
becomes an expert jndnl and an expert yogi. In other words, jndna and yoga are different 
preliminary stages of devotional service. 

Devahuti was expert in accepting the real substance; she contemplated the form of 
Visnu in detail as advised by her smiling son, Kapiladeva. At the same time, she was 
thinking of Kapiladeva, who is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and therefore she 
completely perfected her austerities, penances and transcendental realization. 

SB 3.33.27 

TEXT 27 

^ tCTR II II 

nitydrudha-samddhitvdt 
pardvrtta-guna-bhramd 
na sasmdra taddtmdnarh 
svapne drstam ivotthitah 

SYNONYMS 

nitya —eternal; drudha —situated in; samddhitvdt —from trance; pardvrtta —freed from; 
guna —of the modes of material nature; bhramd —illusion; na sasmdra —she did not 
remember; tadd —then; dtmdnam —her material body; svapne —in a dream; drstam — 
seen; iva —just as; utthitah —one who has arisen. 

TRANSLATION 

Situated in eternal trance and freed from illusion impelled by the modes of material 
nature, she forgot her material body, just as one forgets his different bodies in a dream. 

PURPORT 

A great Vaisnava said that he who has no remembrance of his body is not bound to 
material existence. As long as we are conscious of our bodily existence, it is to be 
understood that we are living conditionally, under the three modes of material nature. 
When one forgets his bodily existence, his conditional, material life is over. This 
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forgetfulness is actually possible when we engage our senses in the transcendental loving 
service of the Lord. In the conditional state, one engages his senses as a member of a 
family or as a member of a society or country. But when one forgets all such membership 
in material circumstances and realizes that he is an eternal servant of the Supreme Lord, 
that is actual forgetfulness of material existence. 

This forgetfulness actually occurs when one renders service unto the Lord. A devotee no 
longer works with the body for sense gratification with family, society, country, 
humanity and so on. He simply works for the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna. 
That is perfect Krsna consciousness. 

A devotee always merges in transcendental happiness, and therefore he has no 
experience of material distresses. This transcendental happiness is called eternal bliss. 
According to the opinion of devotees, constant remembrance of the Supreme Lord is 
called samadhi, or trance. If one is constantly in trance, there is no possibility of his 
being attacked or even touched by the modes of material nature. As soon as one is freed 
from the contamination of the three material modes, he no longer has to take birth to 
transmigrate from one form to another in this material world. 

SB 3.33.28 

TEXT 28 

^ ^ II 5== II 

tad-dehah paratah poso 
'py akrsas cadhy-asambhavat 
babhau malair avacchannah 
sadhuma iva pdvakah 

SYNONYMS 

tat-dehah —her body; paratah —by others (the damsels created by Kardama); posah — 
maintained; api —although; akrsah —not thin; ca—and; adhi —anxiety; asambhavdt — 
from not occurring; babhau —shone; malaih —by dust; avacchannah —covered; sa- 
dhumah —surrounded with smoke; iva —like; pdvakah —a fire. 

TRANSLATION 
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Her body was being taken care of by the spiritual damsels created by her husband, 
Kardama, and since she had no mental anxiety at that time, her body did not become thin. 
She appeared just like a fire surrounded by smoke. 

PURPORT 

Because she was always in trance in transcendental bliss, the thought of the Personality 
of Godhead was always carefully fixed in her mind. She did not become thin, for she was 
taken care of by the celestial maidservants created by her husband. It is said, according 
to the Ayur-vedic medical science, that if one is free from anxieties he generally 
becomes fat. Devahuti, being situated in Krsna consciousness, had no mental anxieties, 
and therefore her body did not become thin. It is customary in the renounced order of 
life that one should not take any service from a servant or maid, but Devahuti was being 
served by the celestial maidservants. This may appear to be against the spiritual concept 
of life, but just as fire is still beautiful even when surrounded by smoke, she looked 
completely pure although it seemed that she was living in a luxurious way. 

SB 3.33.29 

TEXT 29 

a ^ II II 

svdfigarh tapo-yogamayarh 
mukta-kesarh gatdmbaram 
daiva-guptarh na bubudhe 
vdsudeva-pravista-dhlh 

SYNONYMS 

sva-afigam —her body; tapah —austerity; yoga—yoga practice; mayam —fully engaged in; 
mukta —loosened; kesam —her hair; gata —disarrayed; ambaram —her garments; daiva — 
by the Lord; guptam —protected; na —not; bubudhe —she was aware of; vdsudeva —in the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead; pravista —absorbed; dhih —her thoughts. 

TRANSLATION 

Because she was always absorbed in the thought of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
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she was not aware that her hair was sometimes loosened or her garments were disarrayed. 

PURPORT 

In this verse the word daiva-guptam, "protected by the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead," is very significant. Once one surrenders unto the service of the Supreme 
Lord, the Lord takes charge of the maintenance of the devotee's body, and there is no 
need of anxiety for its protection. It is said in the Second Chapter, Second Canto, of 
Srlmad-Bhagavatam that a fully surrendered soul has no anxiety about the maintenance 
of his body. The Supreme Lord takes care of the maintenance of innumerable species of 
bodies; therefore, one who fully engages in His service will not go unprotected by the 
Supreme Lord. Devahuti was naturally unmindful of the protection of her body, which 
was being taken care of by the Supreme Person. 

SB 3.33.30 

TEXT 30 

^ HI I 

SIIHIR sIsWui HJN-rlHcim 5 II II 

evarh sd kapiloktena 
mdrgendciratah param 
dtmdnarh brahma-nirvdnarh 
bhagavantam avdpa ha 

SYNONYMS 

evam —thus; sd —she (Devahuti); kapila —by Kapila; uktena —instructed; mdrgena —by 
the path; aciratah —soon; param —supreme; dtmdnam —Supersoul; brahma —Brahman; 
nirvdnam —cessation of materialistic existence; bhagavantam —the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead; avdpa —she achieved; ha —certainly. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Vidura, by following the principles instructed hy Kapila, Devahuti soon became 
liberated from material bondage, and she achieved the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
as Supersoul, without difficulty. 
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PURPORT 


Three words have been used in this connection to describe the achievement of 
Devahuti: dtmdnam, brahma-nirvdnam and bhagavantam. These refer to the gradual 
process of discovery of the Absolute Truth, mentioned herein as the bhagavantam. The 
Supreme Personality of Godhead resides in various Vaikuntha planets. Nirvdna means 
to extinguish the pangs of material existence. When one is able to enter into the 
spiritual kingdom or into spiritual realization, one is automatically freed from material 
pangs. That is called brahma-nirvdna. According to Vedic scripture, nirvdna means 
cessation of the materialistic way of life. Atmdnam means realization of the Supersoul 
within the heart. Ultimately, the highest perfection is realization of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. It is to be understood that Devahuti entered the planet which is 
called Kapila Vaikuntha. There are innumerable Vaikuntha planets predominated by 
the expansions of Visnu. All the Vaikuntha planets are known by a particular name of 
Visnu. As we understand from Brahma-sarfihitd, advaitam acyutam anddim ananta- 
rupam IBs. 5.33]. Ananta means "innumerable." The Lord has innumerable expansions of 
His transcendental form, and according to the different positions of the symbolical 
representations in His four hands. He is known as Narayana, Pradyumna, Aniruddha, 
Vasudeva, etc. There is also a Vaikuntha planet known as Kapila Vaikuntha, to which 
Devahuti was promoted to meet Kapila and reside there eternally, enjoying the company 
of her transcendental son. 


SB 3.33.31 

TEXT 31 

^ ^ HI II 9? II 

tad vlrdslt punyatamarh 
ksetrarh trailokya-vihutam 
ndmnd siddha-padam yatra 
sd sarfisiddhim upeyusl 

SYNONYMS 

tat —that; vlra —O brave Vidura; asit—was; punya-tamam —most sacred; ksetram — 
place; trai-lokya —in the three worlds; visrutam —known; ndmnd —by the name; siddha- 
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padam —Siddhapada; yatra —where; sa —she (Devahuti); sarfisiddhim —perfection; 
upeyusl —achieved. 


TRANSLATION 

The place where Devahuti achieved her perfection, my dear Vidura, is understood to be a 
most sacred spot. It is known all over the three worlds as Siddhapada. 

SB 3.33.32 

TEXT 32 

5^71 II ?? II 

tasyds tad yoga-vidhuta- 
mdrtyarh martyam abhut sarit 
srotasdrh pravard saumya 
siddhidd siddha-sevitd 

SYNONYMS 

tasydh —of Devahuti; tat —that; yoga —by yoga practice; vidhuta —relinquished; 
mdrtyam —material elements; martyam —her mortal body; abhut —became; sarit —a 
river; srotasdm —of all rivers; pravard —the foremost; saumya —O gentle Vidura; siddhi¬ 
dd —conferring perfection; siddha —by persons desiring perfection; sevitd —resorted to. 

TRANSLATION 

Dear Vidura, the material elements of her body have melted into water and are now a 
flowing river, which is the most sacred of all rivers. Anyone who bathes in that river also 
attains perfection, and therefore all persons who desire perfection go bathe there. 

SB 3.33.33 

TEXT 33 

h^i41j( 1 qwtftfnwt I 

W ^ II 99 II 
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kapilo 'pi mahd-yogl 
bhagavdn pitur dsramdt 
mdtararh samanujndpya 
prdg-udlclm disarh yayau 

SYNONYMS 

kapilah —Lord Kapila; api —surely; mahd-yogl —the great sage; bhagavdn —the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead; pituh —of His father; dsramdt —from the hermitage; mdtaram — 
from His mother; samanujndpya —having asked permission; prdk-udlclm —northeast; 
disam —direction; yayau —He went. 


TRANSLATION 


My dear Vidura, the great sage Kapila, the Personality of Godhead, left His father's 
hermitage with the permission of His mother and went towards the northeast. 


TEXT 34 


SB 3.33.34 


II 98 II 


siddha-cdrana-gandharvair 
munibhis cdpsaro-ganaih 
stuyamdnah samudrena 
dattdrhana-niketanah 


SYNONYMS 

siddha —by the Siddhas; cdrana —by the Caranas; gandharvaih —by the Gandharvas; 
munibhih —by the munis; ca —and; apsarah-ganaih —by the Apsaras (damsels of the 
heavenly planets); stuyamdnah —being extolled; samudrena —by the ocean; datta — 
given; arhana —oblations; niketanah —place of residence. 

TRANSLATION 

While He was passing in the northern direction, all the celestial denizens known as 
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Caranas and Gandharvas, as well as the munis and the damsels of the heavenly planets, 
prayed and offered Him all respects. The ocean offered Him oblations and a place of 
residence. 


PURPORT 

It is understood that Kapila Muni first went towards the Himalayas and traced the 
course of the River Ganges, and He again came to the delta of the Ganges at the sea 
now known as the Bay of Bengal. The ocean gave Him residence at a place still known 
as Gahga-sagara, where the River Ganges meets the sea. That place is called Ganga- 
sagara-tirtha, and even today people gather there to offer respects to Kapiladeva, the 
original author of the Sankhya system of philosophy. Unfortunately, this Sankhya 
system has been misrepresented by an imposter who is also named Kapila, but that other 
system of philosophy does not tally with anything described in the Sankhya of Kapila in 
the Srimad-Bhagavatam. 

SB 3.33.35 

TEXT 35 

Wnmft II II 

dste yogarh samdsthdya 
sdnkhydcdryair abhistutah 
traydndm api lokdndm 
upasdntyai samdhitah 

SYNONYMS 

dste —He remains; yogam — yoga; samdsthdya —having practiced; sdrikhya —of the 
Sankhya philosophy; dcdryaih —by the great teachers; abhistutah —worshiped; 
traydndm —three; api —certainly; lokdndm —of the worlds; upasdntyai —for the 
deliverance; samdhitah —fixed in trance. 

TRANSLATION 

Even now Kapila Muni is staying there in trance for the deliverance of the conditioned 
souls in the three worlds, and all the acaryas, or great teachers, of the system of Sankhya 
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philosophy are worshiping Him. 


SB 3.33.36 


TEXT 36 

UdlsIJlfed dra I 

^ II II 

etan nigaditarh tdta 
yat prsto 'ham tavdnagha 
kapilasya ca sarhvddo 
devahutyds ca pdvanah 

SYNONYMS 

etat —this; nigaditam —spoken; tdta —O dear Vidura; yat —which; prstah —was asked; 
aham —I; tava —by you; anagha —O sinless Vidura; kapilasya —of Kapila; ca—and; 
sarhvddah —conversation; devahutydh —of Devahuti; ca—and; pdvanah —pure. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear son, since you have inquired from me, I have answered. O sinless one, the 
descriptions of Kapiladeva and His mother and their activities are the purest of all pure 
discourses. 

SB 3.33.37 
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TEXT 37 


3^ II 

ya idam anusrnoti yo 'bhidhatte 
kapila-muner matam dtma-yoga-guhyam 
bhagavati krta-dhih suparna-ketdv 
upalabhate bhagavat-paddravindam 

SYNONYMS 

yah —whoever; idam —this; anusrnoti —hears; yah —whoever; abhidhatte —expounds; 
kapila-muneh —of the sage Kapila; matam —instructions; dtma-yoga —based on 
meditation on the Lord; guhyam —confidential; bhagavati —on the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead; krta-dhlh —having fixed his mind; suparna-ketau —who has a banner of 
Garuda; upalabhate —achieves; bhagavat —of the Supreme Lord; pada-aravindam —the 
lotus feet. 


TRANSLATION 

The description of the dealings of Kapiladeva and His mother is very confidential, and 
anyone who hears or reads this narration becomes a devotee of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, who is carried by Garuda, and he thereafter enters into the abode of the 
Supreme Lord to engage in the transcendental loving service of the Lord. 

PURPORT 

The narration of Kapiladeva and His mother, Devahuti, is so perfect and transcendental 
that even if one only hears or reads this description, he achieves the highest 
perfectional goal of life, for he engages in the loving service of the lotus feet of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. There is no doubt that Devahuti, who had the 
Supreme Lord as her son and who followed the instructions of Kapiladeva so nicely, 
attained the highest perfection of human life. 
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Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Thirty-third Chapter, of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "Activities ofKapila." 

END OF THE THIRD CANTO 
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